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REPORT. 


The  Report  of  the  last  year  began  with  kindly 
and  respectful  mention  of  officers  and  friends  of  the 
Society  deceased  since  the  previous  Anniversary. 
Another  twelvemonth  has  elapsed,  and  the  hand  that 
penned  that  Report  is  cold,  the  voice  that  read  it  is 
mute,  the  mind  and  heart  that  indited  it,  are  trans- 
ferred to  other  and  higher  scenes.  Rev.  Francis 
Parkman,  D.  D.,  through  a  period  of  five-and-thirty 
years,  occupied  posts  of  honor  and  usefulness  in  this 
Association.  From  1 81 8  to  1 849  he  was  its  Corres- 
ponding Secretary.  From  1849  to  the  date  of  his 
decease,  he  was  its  Vice  President.  In  1832  he 
became  a  member  of  its  Executive  Committee,  and 
soon  after  its  Chairman.  "  Those  of  .us  who  have 
been  associated  with  him  in  these  duties  can  bear 
witness  to  his  zeal,  his  promptness,  his  punctuality, 
the  keen  zest  which  he  brought  to  their  discharge, 
and  his  uniform  courtesy  and  urbanity.  Those  who 
have  attended  these  anniversary  occasions,  must 
have  listened  with  interest  to  the  Reports  of  your 
Comioittee,  ordinarily  written   and  read  by  him. 


and  marked  by  a  variety  of  matter,  and  an  easy 
gracefulness  of  style,  peculiar  to  himself.  They  , 
must  have  noticed  also  his  unremitted  attention  to 
these  exercises,  his  nod  of  assent,  his  smile  of 
approbation,  his  whole  look  and  air  in  intimate 
keeping  and  sympathy  with  the  scene.  He  has 
gone.     Let  us  prepare  to  follow. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Agent  of  the  Depository, 
it  appears  that  there  have  been  issued  for  the  year 
ending  April  30th,  ten  thousand  six  hundred  Bibles, 
and  twenty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  Testaments ;  making  a  total  of  forty  thousand 
and  fifty-four.  Of  these,  thirty-eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  were  in  the  English,  and 
fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  in  various  foreign 
languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  included  in  the  above  are 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen  Bibles, 
and  three  thousand  and  twenty-three  Testaments, 
making  a  total  of  six  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

Of  these,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  were  in  the  English,  and  six  hundred  and  five 
in  foreign  languages.  Atid  there  have  been  distri- 
buted among  seamen,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven';  to  city  missions,  six  hundred  and 
seventy-four ;  to  public  institutions  and  public 
liouses,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven  ;  to  Sabbath 
and  other  schools,  nine  hundred  and  forty-two ;  to 
Germans  in  Boston,  one  hundred  and  seven ;  to 
destitute  families  and  individuals  in  Massachusetts, 


one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-two ;  and  the 
remaining  four  hundred  and  seventy-one  abroad. 

The  Treasurer  states  in  his  Report  that  the  total 
receipts  for  the.  past  year  have  amounted  to  ;jfl9,771 
06,  of  which  ;$f9,807  85  have  been  from  sales, 
j$f 8,202  16  from  donations  and  annual  subscriptions, 
and  $630  from  legacies ;  and  that  a  balance  remains 
in  the  treasury,  over  all  expenses,  of  01^153  67. 

The  Recording  Secretary  and  General  Agent  of 
the  Society,  Rev.  D.  Butler,  has  presented  its  claims 
to  the  churches  of  the  Commonwealth  on  fifty-one 
Sabbaths  of  the  year,  visiting  and  preaching  in  every 
county  but  Nantucket  and  Dukes.  He  states  that 
a  growing  interest  in  this  charity  is  shown  in  the 
increasing  number  of  churches  that  regularly  aid  it, 
and  in  the  enlarging  contributions  received  from  the 
whole  State.  Many  churches  that  a  few  years  since 
gave  irregularly,  or  not  at  all,  now  annually  present 
to  it  their  offerings.  It  is  upon  friends  such  as  these, 
that  the  cause  must  rely. 

A  fact  worthy  of  mention,  as  indicative  of  the 
widening  field  and  increasing  activity  of  the  Nation- 
al Society,  is  the  erection  and  occupation  of  its  large 
and  commodious  Bible  House,  notwithstanding  the 
great  expenditure  for  which,  the  ordinary  receipts  of 
the  Society  have  amounted  to  nearly  forty  thousand 
dollars  more  than  during  any  previous  year  since  its 
organization.  Equally  indicative  of,  growing  zeal 
and  efficiency  abroad,  has  been  the  recent  Jubilee 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, — the  grand 
pioneer  in  this  work  of  printing  and  distributing 
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God's  word.  The  public  services  of  Tuesday  of  that 
week  were  held  in  Exeter  Hall,  London.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Lord  Shaftesbury ;  on  his 
right  sat  the  Rajah  of  Coory,  in  oriental  costume, 
and  the  Duke  of  Argyle ;  on  the  left,  the  Earl  of 
Carlyle  and  the  Bishop  of  Winchester.  It  appeared 
that  within  the  fifty  years  of  the  Society's  existence 
it  had  procured  the  translation  of  the  Scriptures  into 
148  languages  and  dialects,  121  of  which  had  never 
before  been  printed,  and  upwards  of  25  of  which 
had  existed  hitherto  without  an  alphabet ;  and  had 
distributed  upwards  of  43  millions  of  copies  among, 
as  was  computed,  600  millions  of  our  race. 

The  generous  response  to  these  statements  was  a 
subscription  of  upvrards  of  £7,000.  A  Jubilee  Ser- 
mon was  preached  on  Thursday  in  St.  Paul's  by 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Thus  the  providences  of  the  past  year,  joyous 
and  grievous,  stimulate  us  to  new  exertions.  Your 
Committee  feel  that  our  Society,  and  all  of  us,  as 
individuals,  have  great  and  increasing  responsibilities. 
To  furnish  Massachusetts  with  the  Bible  is  not 
enough,  nor  to  furnish  New  England.  Our  country 
demands  our  aid,  and  <^  the  field  is  the  world."  No 
man  should  live  or  die,  at  home  or  abroad,  ignorant 
of  his  duty,  unadmonished  of  his  destiny,  whom  we 
can  reach  and  supply  with  these  '^  oracles  of  God.'' 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Forty-Fourth  Anniversary  of  the  Massachdsetts 
BiBLB  SociETT  was  held  in  the  Central  Church,  Winter 
Street,  on  Monday,  May  23.  The  Report  of  the  Treas- 
urer was  presented  and  accepted,  and  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  elected.  The  Members  of  the  Society  then 
proceeded  to  the  Church,  where  the  public  services  of  the 
Anniversary  were  held.  Select  passages  of  Scripture 
were  read  and  prayer  offered  by  the  Rev.  Patrick  H« 
G&EENLBAF,  of  Bostou.  The  President,  Hon.  Sikov 
Greeitleaf,  then  addressed  the  assembly  as  follows : 

Through  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  the  Bi[ble  Society 
of  Massachusetts  is  permitted  to  celebrate  its  Forty-Fourth  An- 
niversary. It  has  closed  a  year  of  unexampled  prosperity  in  its 
work  of  distributing  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  now  enters  upon  a 
new  year  with  unabated  interest  in  the  good  cause  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  and  with  an  undiminished  obligation  to  carry  it 
forward  with  all  the  energies  at  our  command. 

Among  the  results  of  Bible  distribution  during  the  past  year^ 
we  may  notice  the  opposition  it  has  encountered.  The  enemy 
of  light  and  truth,  perceiving  that  his  strongholds  were  invaded, 
has  rekindled  in  Europe  the  slumbering  fires  of  persecution 
against  the  disciples  of  Jesus  who  circulate,  or  even  privately 
read  the  words  of  his  gospel.  It  is  thus  evident,  that  the  friends 
of  Scripture  truth  have  not  been  idle  in  the  old  world,  since  they 
have  awakened  the  fears  and  drawn  down  the  renewed  an«the* 
mas  of  the  Man  of  Sin. 
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In  our  own  country,  also,  efforts  are  unremittingly  made  to 
banish  the  Bible  from  the  common  schools.  Should  they  ulti- 
'  mately  succeed,  it  is  obvious  that  our  children  may  grow  up  in 
comparati?e  ignorance  of  those  great  principles  of  Christianity 
on  which  our  jfree  institutions  rest,  and  which  alone  will  save  us 
from  that  despotism,  in  Church  and  State,  which  now  reigns 
over  so  large  a  portion  of  Europe.  Against  the  insidious  ap- 
proaches of  such  an  evil,  we  cannot  be  too  widely  awake.  If  it 
b  true,  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty,  this  is  em- 
phatically true  in  regard  to  liberty  of  conscience,  liberty  of  access 
to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  freedom  to  worship  God. 

Our  active  labors  in  the  distribution  of  this  Sacred  Volume 
should  increase  with  the  growing  necessities  of  our  rapidly  in- 
creasing population.  We  must  supply  it  in  all  the  languages 
spoken  in  the  country.  We  must  have  distributing  agents  on  all 
die  thoroughfares  where  emigrants  travdl.  We  must  send  it 
singly  into  all  the  abodes  of  ignorance  and  vice  in  our  cities,  and 
into  the  cabins  of  the  forest  and  the  prairie.  All  the  children  of 
our  land  must  be  made  familiar  with  its  teaching,  that  they  may 
securely  walk  by  its  light  while  living,  and  repose  on  its  blessed 
liopes  and  promises  when  they  come  to  die. 

How  far  this  Society  has  perfcM'med  its  part  in  this  great  work 
during  the  past  year,  will  be  seen  from  the  Report  which  is  now 
to  be  read.  And  if,  as  we  are  conscious  is  the  truth,  it  has 
come  short  of  what  the  greatness  of  the  work  demands,  and  we 
are  bound  to  higher  achievements  in  the  coming  year,  it  rests 
with  you,  Christian  friends,  both  to  encourage  us  in  the  effort, 
and  to  enable  us  to  accomplish  it 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the  Rev.  George 
Richards. 

Rev.  James  M.  Hoppin,  of  Salem,  moved  the  accept- 
ance of  the  Report,  and  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion and  remarks : 


Betotoed,  That  while  aiding  in  the  distribution  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures, 
we  should  also  strive  td  lead  men,  and  especially  all  in  our  own  land,  to  « 
renewed  and  true  study  of  the  Bible. 
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The  resolotioD  has  reference  to  that  study  of  the  divine  Word 
which  insures  the  good  results  of  its  distribution.  The  e]q>re»- 
sioD,  **  renewed  study  of  the  Bible,"  has]  been  employed  in  the . 
resolution^  because,  with  the  incredibly  larger  distribution  of  the 
Bible,  especially  throughout  our  own  land,  there  might  be  reason 
sometimes  to  fear  that  the  Bible  itself  is  not  so  truly  studied  as 
<^  dd,  ai«d  thus  the  rich  benefits  which  the  Bible  brings  to  the 
indiiidaals  and  the  nation  may  be  diminished,  in  the  midst  of  its 
greater  freeness  and  abundance.  Surely,  a  hundred  unstudied 
Bibles  are  of  less  value  than  one  truly  studied,  even  if  that  one 
be  chained  to  the  stone  pillar  of  a  convent  We  believe  that  our 
Fathers  truly  studied  the  Bible.  The  Puritan,  both  of  England 
and  of  this  country,  bound  the  Bible  as  the  old  Hebrew  did  the 
law,  upon  his  forehead,  his  arm,  his  heart ;  he  made  it  the  great 
educator  of  his  children ;  he  drew  from  it  his  own  grave  wisdom, 
mental  firmness,  and  spiritual  grandeur;  it  was  to  him  "the 
wisdom  of  God,"  and  therefore  it  was  his  ''meditation  all  the 
day ; "  he  rested  his  {^ough  to  explore  it ;  hejx>ndered  it  at  the 
camp-fire  on  the  eve  of  battle ;  he  was  not  ashamed  of  [it  in  the 
hall  of  legislation,  and  on  the  highest  seat  of  magistracy. I^It  may 
be,  possibly,  for  so  it  has  been  said,  that  his  study  of  the  Bible 
was  somewhat  warped,  and  that  the  parallelism  of  the  tremen- 
dous exodus  of  ancient  Israel  through  the  sea  and  wilderness,  witlr 
his  own  terrible  religious  tribulations,  powerfully  affected  hiokf 
and  drew  him  disproportionately  to  the  study  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment ;  so  that  he  did  not,  enough  for  his  own  refreshing,  bathe 
his  weary  and  fighting  spirit  in  the  limpid  waters  of  the  gospel. 
It  may  be  also  said,  that  he  expressed  his  study  of  the  Bible  in 
many  unpolished  ways,  and  in  a  Canaanitish  dialect ;  but  these 
things  only  proved  how  deep  the  Bible  was  in  his  soul,  that  it 
was  the  source  of  his  strength  as  of  his  peculiarities,  that  it  was 
the  profound  ocean  of  his  mental  and  spiritual  contemplations,  on 
which  these  straws  swam.  And  this  study  of  the  Bible,  in  our 
own  country,  was  when  BiUes  were  very  few  in  the  land.  For 
one  hundred  and  sixty  years,  during  the  reigns  of  eight  English 
sovereigns,  every  Bible  that  was  read  in  America  came  across 
the  sea ;  and  Jonathan  Edwards  drew  his  History  of  Redemption 
from  an  imported  Bible;  nor  was  it  until  the  close  of  the 
Eighteenth  century,  that  freedom  to  print  Bibles  in  America  was 
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obtained;  and  thus  **  the  Word  of  God  "  was  "  bound  "  to  our 
Fathers,  even  until  after  our  own  ci?il  bonds  were  burst  And  in 
England,  though  we  could  hardly  now  imagine  it,  in  an  enlight- 
ened epoch  of  her  history,  which  was  th^i  also  our  own,  but  Just 
before  Shakspeare's  genius  rose  and  shone  so  benignly,  English* 
men  perished  in  the  flames,  for  avowing  that  every  one,  laity  as  well 
as  clergy, — ^that  *'  every  plough-boy  in  England ''  ough|  to  have 
the  Bible ;  and  if  so  painful  a  history  would  allow  it,  we  could 
smile  at  the  application  made  of  Scripture  itself  by  the  persecu- 
tors of  these  devoted  men,  viz  :  that  through  their  giving  of  the 
Bible  thus  indiscriminately  to  all  classes  of  men,  *'  the  gospel 
pearl  was  cast  abroad,  to  be  trodden  under  foot  by  swine."  It  is 
difficult  to  believe  that  so  learned,  moderate,  and  in  other  re- 
jects singularly  high-minded  a  man  as  Sir  Thomas  More,  could, 
from  his  Chancellor's  throne,  with  the  wielded,  imperious,  crush* 
ing  power  of  Henry  VIII.,  have  sent  forth  proclamations  of  fire 
and  sword  against  the  works  and  persons  of  those  who,  like 
Tyndale  and  Frith,  were  laboriously  making  a  true  translation 
of  the  Bible  into  good  Saxon  English,  for  the  common  people  to 
read. 

Thus  perhaps  our  Fathers  loved  the  Bible  more,  and  would 
have  drawn  their  swords  to  have  preserved  it  in  all  the  institu- 
tions of  the  land,  because  it  had  come  out  to  them  from  under 
the  furnace  of  the  writ  "  de  heretico  comburendo,"  and  had 
been  delivered  into  their  hands  wrapped  as  it  were  in  napkins 
stained  with  martyrs'  blood.  It  had  to  them  an  interest  pro- 
foundly human,  as  well  as  mysteriously  divine.  This  study  of 
the  Bible,-^which  after  all  is  the  true  honor  to  be  paid  to  it,— 
with  the  best  energies,  an  awed  personal  conscience,  and  the 
interpenetrating  of  the  whole  being  and  life,  is  not  perhaps 
so  strongly  characteristic  of  the  present  as  of  a  former  day, 
although  Bibles  are  now  as  abundant  as  "autumnal  leaves," 
and  every  child  can  have  one  for  a  child's  daily  earnings.  Yet 
never  truly  was  there  so  much  of  Biblical  science,  so  many  com- 
mentators, so  many  critical  students  of  the  Bible,  so  many  tasked 
brains  bending  over  the  sacred  page,  as  now.  This  emboldens 
a  remark  in  respect  to  the  true  study  of  the  Bible,-^that  as  every 
age  has  its  error  as  well  as  its  virtue  in  its  study  of  the  Word  of 
Qod,as  the  first  age  was  too  philoso|>hical,aB  the  middle  age  was 


loo  ipeenkitif^,— Ike  arrte  of  the  present  in  the  study  of  the  BiUe 
may  be,  that  it  is  not  too  greatly,  bat  too  ttdusively  crxHedL 

This  does  not  at  all  disparage  Biblical  criticism  and  sci^iceb 
As  belief  itself  is  primarily  a  matter  of  the  intellect,  e?en  as  faith 
i»  of  the  heart,  and  as  the  truth  purely  comprehended  can  alone 
make  our  souls  free,  so  Biblical  science  b  the  first  of  scienceSi 
and  has  proved  its  claim  to  this  regard  by  having  left,  as  the  re» 
salt  of  its  rast  labors,  the  authority  of  Divine  Revdation,  humanly 
speaking,  more  deefdy  8etded,-*the  mountains  standing  firmer 
around  Jerusalem.  And  Biblical  science  has  rightfully  subsidized 
every  other  science,  for  it  is  itself  as  comprehensive  as  the  mani* 
festatiotui  of  God.  The  science  of  Philol(^  in  especial,  awaken* 
ed  to  preternatural  activity  within  the  last  half  century,  has  won* 
derfiiliy  unlocked  the  Bible.  The  more  skillful  study  of  that 
noble  old  language  which,  amid  thunderings  and  lightnings,  the 
finger  of  God  traoed  on  the  tables  of  stone,  the  language  deemed 
worthy  to  sustain  the  mighty  burden  of  the  Law,  with  its  unsoft* 
ened  granitie  strength,  carrying  us  back  to  the  pyramids,  the 
elder  hiUs  and  plains,  the  shef^ierds,  the  grandeur  and  emotive* 
nessof  a  primitive  world  and  nature,-^this  has  brought  us  nearer 
the  visible  majesty  of  God  in  revelation.  And  all  that  keen  ap« 
prehensioil  whioh  has  penetrated  more  profoundly  into  the  char* 
acteristicsof  the  Oriental  mind,  through  which  the  inspiration  of 
God  was  poured^  with  its  stron^y  original  but  rarely  fully  devel- 
oped powers,  its  mixture  of  the  meditative  and  the  emotional,  its 
capability  of  the  sternest  sacrifice  and  the  most  ecstatic  feeling,-^ 
all  that  indeed,  has  opened  to  us  Oriental  nature  so  diverse  from 
our  own,  the  Syrian  sky  with  its  magnificent  unclouded  firma- 
ment, the  sublime  oceanic  desert,  the  tufted  palm,  those  change- 
less manners,  which  are  themselves  the  truest  archedogy,  the 
sacred  sites  whose  simple  rooks  and  slopes  are  sometimes  the 
best  commentaries,  and  all  those  subtle  influences  of  nature  or 
mind  which  originally  impressed  themselves,  not  essentially  but 
Ibrmatively,  upon  Divine  truth,-«and  in  this  connection  that  in* 
vincible  genius  of  research  which  has  spelled  out  upon  the  great 
stone  pages  of  Kamak,  and  the  rising  slabs  of  Nineveh,  corres* 
ponding  ch^ters  to  Holy  Writ,--all  this  has  sensibly  animated  our 
scriptural  confidence.  And  in  the  physical  sciences,  when  the 
greet  mmpto  truth  pronottaeed  by  Galileo,  that  Scripture  and  phye* 
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ical  fact  could  never  be  opposed,  is  being  erery  day  elucidated 
and  confirmed  by  a  deeper  science,  the  very  rocky  ribs  of  the 
planet  being  notched  with  the  first  verses  of  the  Bible,  and  with 
the  chafings  of  that  Spirit-brooded  ocean, — and  when,  for  exam- 
ple, a  world-grasping  Humboldt,  making  his  careful  observations 
from  the  steppes  of  Siberia  to  the  valleys  of  the  Andes,  arrives, 
by  scientific  deduction  wholly,  at  the  scriptural  statement  of  the 
absolute  derivation  of  the  human  race  from  one  pair,  then  we  see 
the  value  of  every  human  science  in  the  study  of  the  Bible. 

The  patient  learning,  too,  which  has  sifted  down  nearly  all  the 
discrepancies  that  must  necessarily  exist  in  a  record  descended 
through  human  transcription  and  translation,  which  has  brought 
all  these  discrepancies  into  a  defined  space,  so  that  we  can  hold 
them  in  our  hand,  and  which  has  arrived  at  the  most  interesting 
conclusions,  that  these  discrepancies  are  fewer  than  in  contem- 
poraneous classical  writings,  as  in  Homer,  or  Cicero,  that  the 
'Macunte,"  or  the  breaks  in  the  sense  are  almost  none,  and  that  no 
'*  essential  truth  originally  inspired  from  heaven,  has  at  all  suffered 
firom  the  storms  and  wear  of  earth," — the  learning,  for  instance, 
which  led  a  Brettschneider,  whose  herculean  strength  went  bold- 
ly to  resettling  or  overturning  the  gospel  of  John,  to  admit  that 
from  the  conflicts  and  results  of  the  investigation,  the  founda- 
tions of  that  all-important  portion  of  Scripture  were  proved  to  be 
deeper  bedded  in  evidence  than  those  perhaps  of  any  other  part, 
—such  learning,  while  it  may  have  made  trembling  in  many  hon- 
est hearts,  has  nevertheless,  in  its  fruits  at  least,  given  us  cause 
for  rejoicing.  The  silent,  systematic  thought  also,  which  has 
brought  out  the  unity  of  the  theology  from  the  apparent  variety 
^  of  the  forms  of  Scripture,  and  shown  the  relations  of  every  truth 
to  the  whole  truth,  this  has  done  infinitely  good  service.  And 
lastly,  the  philosq>hy,  which  has  ever  manfully  met  a  philosophy 
of  pretension,  and  has  led  minds  wisely  true  to  the  future  inter- 
ests of  the  inspired  Word,  through  sore  self-travail,  to  develop  the 
essential  harmonies  of  philosophy  and  faith,  and  which  in  that 
Thought-land  of  Central  Europe  itself,  we  cannot  but  hope,  is 
preparing  in  its  slow  white  heat  of  mingled  thought  and  suffering, 
some  of  the  most  polished  pillars  of  the  glorious  temple  of  the 
triumph  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  then  we  see  the  healthful  pro- 
gress of  the  age  in  Biblical  science ;  and  herein  theology  itself  is 
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a  grandly  progressive  science,  the  written  Word  resembling  that 
other  wordy  Nature,  which  though  itself  unchangeable,  and  in  its 
great  features  known  to  every  child,  is  yet  ever  unfdding,  and 
having  inconceivably  more  to  unfdd,  to  the  true  student. 

But  Biblical  science  alone,  the  habit  of  approaching  the  Bible 
purely  fcnr  critical  study — this,  we  humbly  believe,  to  be  the 
injurious  thing.  The  sad  phenomenon  which  our  age  has  some- 
times presented,  of  men  ^nding  long  lives  and  unbounded 
energies  upon  a  venerable  book  in  the  dead  languages,  which 
gamers  up  into  itself  the  antique  world,  while  they  smiled  at  its 
authority  to  bind  their  consciences,  rule  their  faith,  and  judge 
them  at  last — here  we  conceive  is  the  deep  evil.  That  sharpen- 
ed spirit,  which,  as  some  one  has  said,  is  ''  continually  coursing 
up  and  down  the  Bible,"  and  never  arrives  at  a  restful  faith,— 
that  study  of  the  Bible  with  a  predetermined  theory,  which  draws 
out  the  Divine  Spirit  from  it,  as  a  chemical  process  will  search 
and  expel  the  subtlest  gas  from  a  liquid  substance, — that  chilly 
criticism,  which  is  as  the  night-frost  to  the  tender  and  spiritual 
vitality  of  the  Word  of  Life,  so  that  until  lately,  in  the  very  land 
of  criticism  and  learning,  when  a  man  rose  up  there,  with  the 
warm  life  of  Chrbt  in  his  heart,  like  Augustus  Neander,  he 
seemed,  perhq>s  to  our  too  simple  sense,  to  stand  amid  those 
philosophers,  like  that  lone  antarctic  volcano  which  burns  amid 
regions  of  snow, — such  a  study  of  the  Bible,  we  would  respect* 
fully  and  earnestly  submit,  to  the  individual  soul  at  least, 
appears  to  be  worse  than  its  neglect ;  for  when  we  reflect  that 
even  in  so  corrupt  a  translation  as  the  old  Latin  Vulgate,  all  the 
great  truths  of  life  and  salvation  are  preserved ;  then  we  may 
know  that  this  consuming  of  strength  upon  **  the  letter  "  that 
*'  killeth,"  will  not  produce  a  religious  reformation  in  an  indi- 
vidual -or  a  nation,  and  did  not  produce  the  reformations  of 
Luther,  Zuingle,  and  Wickliffe. 

The  Bible,  should  it  not  be  approached  with  more  simplicity 
than  any  dther  book  that  exists,  with  more  care  of  the  mental 
condition,  and  above  all,  with  a  mind  that  already  by  faith  and 
love,  spiritually  knows  the  Author,  and  which  can  alone  make 
the  dead  letter  leap  into  life  and  power  7  And  should  not  the 
Bible  also  be  studied  as  a  whole,  with  a  reverent  regard  to  the 
nnity  of  the  qpirit^  the  essential  <»ieness  of  divine  truth  t  In  such 
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sUidy,  oo  pari  would  be  o? erlooked ;  ibo  Old  Testtment  would 
not  be  neglected  as  an  effete  in^iration,  as  a  dry  bu9k  out  of 
which  the  New  had  flowered,  and  thus  had  east  it  off,  but  rather 
be  meditated  as  the  bud  of  the  got^l,  as  the  master-key  of  the 
New  Testament.  The  Bible  is  like  one  of  those  grand  old 
cfthedrals  of  Europe,  where  long  ages  were  consumed  in  its 
building,  where  every  builder  built  by  himself,  and  according  to 
his  own  inspiration,  and  where  the  greatest  di?ersity  of  style  waa 
allowed ;  and  yet  when  it  was  all  finished,  there  was  produced  aa 
overwhelming  unity.  Moses  laid  the  deep  foundations  of  the 
law ;  the  Prophets  let  in  the  gorgeous  windows,  through  which 
the  light  of  the  rising  of  the  world's  ligjit  streamed ;  Paul  and 
other  Apostles  reared  the  lofty  towers  of  faith ;  James  ornamented 
the  mighty  edifice  within  and  without,  with  the  beautiful  adorn- 
ings  and  carvings  of  good  works ;  no  builder  was  unnecessary, 
no  portion  is  unessential ;  and  when  the  spiritual  man  walks  the 
great  aisles  thereof,  he  p^ceives  with  awe,  the  one  guiding  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  God  Almighty  in  every  part,  and  the  love  of  Gad  in 
Christ,  illumining  the  whole. 

With  this  simple,  spiritual  study  of  the  Bible,  as  the  breathing 
of  the  love  and  will  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  great  guide- 
book of  our  salvation,  and  with  something  of  the  renewed  zeal  of 
the  did  Puritan,  mingled  with  a  deq>er  skill,  and  perhi^  a  more 
unfettered  love  than  his,  how  would  such  a  study  of  the  W<Nrd  of 
life  revive  our  land.  Without  Bibliolatry,  without  any  Alcoranic 
idea  of  resident  divinity  in  the  Book,  and  yet  with  faith  in  its 
divine  infallibility  and  sufficiency,  as  if,  in  the  words  of  Milton, 
"  the  Holy  Spirit  needed  no  supplement,"  such  a  study  of  the 
Bible  accompanying  its  extension,  would  produce  in  this  land, 
with  the  divine  blessing,  a  new  moral  and  religious  reformation, 
—yes,  may  I  not  say,  in  this  land  of  the  reformed  religion  itself. 
By  this  renewed  study  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  the  very  vices, 
moral  and  spiritual,  which  have  been  aggravated  by  the  first 
reaction  of  Christianity  upon  the  resisting  heart  of  the  nation, 
would,  by  its  second  fresh  and  vigorous  application,  be  overcome. 
By  this  clearer  study  of  divine  truth,  all  fanaticism,  and  there  are 
ponderous  clouds  hanging  over  portions  of  this  country,  would  be 
the  most  e&ctually  dispelled ;  and  a  rational,  sublime,  heavenly 
Christianity  would  win  its  calm  way  through  the  wbde  land.  By 
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this  deqper  study  of  the  precepts  of  Christ,  the  great  practical 
element  of  the  goqpel  would  be  more  largely  drawn  out,  and  the 
wealth  which  God  has  given  so  easily  to  this  opulent  nation, 
which  he  has  piled  into  mountains  and  poured  into  rivers,  would 
run  as  sparklingly  and  naturally  into  the  wide  channds  of  en- 
lightened benev(dence ;  and  the  benevdence  of  this  land,  once 
moved  by  a  genuine  love  of  Christ,  would  reflect  something  of 
the  grandeur  and  expansiveness  of  our  very  dominion,  even  as 
Judea  gave  feelingly,  and  Greece  beautifully  to  Christ,  but  Rome 
imperially. 

Society,  Government  itself  would  gradually  begin  to  feel  this 
lifting  tide  of  a  pervading,  popular  re-evangdization;  and  in  great 
lines  of  State  policy  the  spirit  and  precepts  of  Jesus  would  as 
broadly  shine,  as  if  the  only  law  book  used  in  every  State  capitd 
were  the  Bible,  and  thus  a  truly  Christian  civilization  would  come 
at  last,  and  America  truly  Christianized, — then  the  world.  Then 
also  that  great  hope,  never  to  be  wholly  quenched  out  of  the  best 
minds,  of  the  Unity  of  the  Christian  Church,  would  become  more 
nearly  realized  in  this  sacred  Delos  of  a  Bible  Faith,  in  which 
now  lor  one  shining  moment  we  all  are  gathered,  wherein  the 
arms  of  warring  tribes  and  sects  would  be  laid  aside  and  the 
embrace  of  a  common  Inrotherhood  be  given.  Then  also,  pei^ 
hi^ps,  we  would  be  permitted  to  see,  in  secondary  things,  a  some* 
what  ao^lor  and  freer  form  of  the  Christian,  the  man  to  whom 
are  ''  all  things"  in  Christ,  who  would  not  fear  to  take  possession 
of  his  rich  heritage  of  nature,  and  to  draw  enlargement  and  joy 
from  the  contemplation  of  her  lovely  and  magnificent  forms ;  and 
who,  like  the  late  lamented  Edwards,  that  harbinger  soul,  could 
look  with  admiration  upon  a  noble  statue  or  painting,  and  read 
Homer  or  Wordsworth,  even  with  a  sanctified  mind.  Then  we 
should  see  a  Christianity  that  dwarfed  and  repressed  no  health* 
fol,  manful,  God-created  energy  of  the  being,  and  which  would 
have  vigor  enough  to  control  and  lead,  instead  of  shrinking 
wounded  from  the  intellectual  demands  of  an  active,  thoughtful, 
scientific  age.  And  united  with  this  intelligent,  humane  and 
hopeful  Christianity,  we  should  behold  a  sublimer  spirituality,  a 
holiness  bom  from  above  and  "  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  in 
which  men  woiUd  reverently  recognize  those  "  kings  unto  God," 
whtme  crown  is  continual  communioii  with  Him. 
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So  I  hare  seen  in  manrelons  Switzerland,  upon  a  still  and 
glorioas  summer  morning,  above  the  heavy  and  clinging  clonds 
of  earth,  above  the  steely  glacier,  above  the  common  soar  of  the 
strong  ea^e,  as  if  above  the  earth  or  a  mortal  thought,  hanging 
in  the  deep  sea-like  vault  of  heaven,  etherial  and  serene,  the 
mountain's  dome  of  dazzling^  white,  so  white  that  an  angel  wafted 
from  heaven  might  alight  upon  it  and  liot  stain  his  robe,  the 
purer  airs  of  heaven  circle  around  it,  and  it  is  touched  by  all  the 
exquisite  fires  of  golden  light, — silent  is  it,  as  if  its  front  had 
clomb  to  God  and  there  was  awed,  except  when  at  times,  with  a 
deepening  roar,  louder  and  louder,  like  the  brazen  wheels  of 
Michael's  chariot  or  the  beginning  of  the  judgment  trump,  the 
avalanche  thundered ;  and  yet  as  if  Awe  loved  to  glide  down 
from  this  bald  and  dreadful  height,  and  to  meet  the  loveliness  of 
lower  things,  at  the  base  of  the  great  mountain  the  little  vine-clad 
cottages  of  manly  health  and  vigor  nestled,  the  sunny  rivers  ran, 
along  whose  banks  the  flocks  were  feeding,  and  the  humble 
meadows  laughed,  watered  by  those  summits  which  held  com- 
munion with  the  sky. 

Rev.  Patrick  H.  Qreenleaf,  of  St.  Mark's  Church,  in 
Boston,  ofkted  a  resdution  to  the  efibct,  that  on  the  nations 
speaking  the  English  language  devdved  the  great  work  of  giving 
the  Bible  to  the  world.  He  would  not  touch  upon  the  subject 
of  manifest  destiny ;  that  was  for  other  places  and  times.  To 
England,  we  owed  the  translation  of  the  Bible  into  the  tongue  in 
which  we  were  seeking  to  disseminate  its  real  blessings.  No 
man,  who  had  really  felt  in  his  heart  what  the  Bible  was,  would 
neglect  to  come  forward  to  aid  in  its  dissemination.  And  in 
this  work  the  concentration  of  men  of  all  shades  of  opinion  was 
a  mighty  sign  of  coming  victory. 

The  earlier  translations  of  the  Bible  in  England  were  made 
under  great  disadvantages,  under  proscription,  persecution ;  and 
the  last  of  these.  King  James's,  was  now  the  authorized  version. 
One  hundred  and  forty-eight  languages  have  received  the  Scrip- 
tures from  men  speaking  the  English  tongue,  and  all  under 
difficulties.  Can  poor  France  disseminate  the  Scriptures,  priest- 
ridden  Italy,  or  other  nations  t  Does  it  not  seem  to  devolve  on 
us,  free  in  thought,  energeciei  untrammded  Y    As  oo  the  Eng- 


Jiih  flig  the  son  ne? er  goef  flown,  so  the  Yankee  apirit  he  always 
finds  whereTer  he  rises. 


The  BhoTo  is  bat  a  brief  oatline  of  the  eloquent  ad- 
dress of  Mr.  Greenleaf.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Joseph 
CfJMMuiGs,  of  the  Bromfield  Street  Church|  in  Bostoui 
who  spoke  as  follows : — 

Mr.  President, — ^In  rising  to  address  this  assembly,  I  may 
be  permitted  to  offer  the  foUowiog  Resolution  : — 

BeioiMd,  That  a  due  appreoiation  of  the  truths  of  the  Sacred  ScriptuieSy 
would  lead  to  more  eamest  eflbrti  to  seetne  a  unlyexBal  diffliaioii  of  the 
Bible. 

It  is,  Sir,  a  familiar  fact,  that  many  fundamental  truths  may 
be  generally  admitted,  whose  importance  is  not  realized.  They 
receive  the  assent  of  the  understanding,  but  are  not  believed  with 
the  heart  When  action  results  not  from  faith,  the  multiplication 
of  proo&  of  essential  principles,  oil  leads  to  dissatisfaction  and 
doubt.  The  plain,  strong  reasons  in  their  support  being  received 
with  apparent  indifference  and  listlessness,  the  earnest  advocate, 
in  his  desire  to  secure  his  object,  resorts  to  those  necessarily  leis 
forcible,  and  oil  as  arguments  questionable,  and  the  doubts  which 
these  reasons  suggest,  are  naturally  connected  with  the  whc^ 
sabjeet. 

In  an  assonUy  like  this,  no  truths  receive  a  more  general  and 
hearty  aasQit,  than  those  relating  to  the  glory,  the  excellency, 
and  the  divine  power  manifest  in  the  Scriptures.  With  most, 
this  regard  lor  the  Bible  has  not  resulted  from  direct  study  and 
learned  argument;  it  is  connected  with  their  earliest  associa- 
tions. They  learned  to  reverence  it  ere  they  understood  its 
troths. 

fiat  while  the  Word  of  Life  is  thus  prized,  the  greatness  of  the 
obligations  growing  out  of  the  relations  it  reveals,  as  existing 
between  us  and  all  our  race,  are  little  realized.  The  argument 
that  would  connect  practical,  active  duty  with  professed  belief, 
the  svustion  of  high  authority. 
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There  was  a  scene  of  thrilling  interest  nearly  eighteen  centu- 
ries ago,  in  the  judgment  hall  at  Gcsarea.  Agrippa,  Festus, 
Bernice,  the  chief  captains  and  the  principal  men  of  the  city  were 
assembled  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony  of  state,  and  before 
them  a  friendless,  chained  prisoner  was  brought  Permitted  to 
speak  for  himself,  he  reasons  with  a  power  that  sways  the  in- 
tellect, and  moves  the  heart  Turning  at  length  to  Agrippa, 
having  knowledge  of  his  faith,  he  makes  a  personal  appeal,— 
"  King  Agrippa,  believest  thou  the  prophets  ?  I  know  that  thou 
believest"  Moved,  and  for  a  time  overwhelmed,  Agrippa,  as  we 
think,  sincerely  replies,  "  Almost  thou  persuadest  me  to  be  a 
Christian."  Then,  holding  up  his  manacled  hands,  Paul  ex- 
claims, *'  I  would  to  God,  that  not  only  thou,  but  also  all  that 
hear  me  this  day,  were  both  almost  and  altogether  such  as  I  am, 
except  these  bonds."  Whatever  may  be  the  king's  character, 
the  argument  of  the  Apostle  is  plain — if  thou  believest  the 
prophets,  then  must  thou  receive  as  truth  the  religion  I  teach. 
Thus  this  Society  may  address  each  one  who  may  pause  to  con- 
sider its  claims,  Believest  thou  the  Bible  7  We  know  thou  be- 
lievest Then  from  your  belief  in  this  book,  and  in  proportion 
to  your  appreciation  of  its  excellence  and  power,  must  you  be 
constrained  to  aid  our  cause.  We  seek  to  send  this  tried  Word, 
not  marred  by  man's  comments,  pure  as  silver  tried  in  a  furnace 
of  earth,  purified  seven  times,  to  all  to  whom  it  was  given  as  a 
common  legacy,  by  its  Author.  This  and  kindred  societies,  ask 
attention  to  nothing,  that  may  be  regarded  as  a  mere  experiment. 
Their  plans  and  principles,  long  since  settled,  are  admitted  to 
be  in  accordance  with  the  Book  they  would  universally  circulate. 

Human  eloquence  has  exhausted  its  resources,  in  praise  of  the 
Scriptures,  yet  nothing  has  been  said  that  surpasses  our  bdief  ;— 
an  angel's  tongue  could  not  adequately  exhibit  the  theme.  The 
noblest  sons  of  genius  have  paid  to  it  their  tribute.  While 
**  piety  has  found  friends  in  the  friends  of  science,  and  true 
prayer  has  flowed  from  lips  wet  with  Gastalian  dews,"  those  most 
sagacious  in  the  works  of  God  have  been  in  his  Word  sagacious, 
and  rendered  homage  unfeigned.  All  agree  with  Sir 'William 
Jones,  who  was  familiar  with  the  greater  part  of  the  best  works 
in  twenty-eight  languages,  that  **  this  volume,  independent  of  its 
divine  origin,  contains  more  sublimity,  purer  morality,  mote  im- 
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portant  faislorf ,  and  finer  strahis  of  eloquence,  than  can  be  eol- 
leeted  from  all  other  bodes,  in  whaterer  language  they  may  hare 
been  written."  In  the  closing  hoars  of  Sir  Waiter  Scott,  the 
Wizard  of  the  North,  he  said,  '^Lockhart,  read  to  me/' 
^*  What  shall  I  read  t "  Turning  his  dying  eyes  on  htm,  he 
said,  **  Loekhart,  there  b  but  one  Book."  But  while  the  BiUe 
presents  beauties  and  difficulties  and  secrets  and  wonders,  which 
soperhumaB  powers  cannot  comprehend,  and  which  the  longest 
lifetime  of  die  most  exalted  genius  cannot  exhaust,—-''  heights 
which  no  soarings  of  imagination  can  scale,  and  depths  which 
no  ftthoming-line  of  intellect  can  explore,"  yet  it  is  emphatically 
the  poor  man's  book.  He  may  know  little  of  grammatical,  his- 
torical,  or  logical  arguments,  of  the  witness  of  antiquity,  or  the 
completion  of  prophecy,—- he  may  comprehend  little  of  that  array 
of  eridence  and  accumulated  argument,  which  it  has  been  as- 
serted, amounts  to  a  more  overwhelming  demonstration,. to  a  can^ 
did  mind,  that  the  Bible  is  a  rerelation  of  the  will  of  God,  than 
would  be  secured  to  an  inquirer  who  should  receire  the  same 
sacred  truths  from  the  celestial  lips  of  a  messenger  from  heaven^ 
being  assured  of  the  reality  of  the  interriew  by  the  stamp  of  a 
fiery  cross  left  on  his  forehcfad ;  yet  if  in  his  poverty  the  poor 
man  has  received  the  riches  of  faith,  he  has  a  stronger  witness  in 
himseif,— the  testimony  of  his  own  heart, — and  he  has  reared  a 
structure  of  confidence  which  infidelity,  with  its  hundred  hands, 
cannot  tear  down.  He  feels  that  the  Bible  was  written  for  him ; 
it  sheds  light  in  his  dreary  hut,  and  renders  cheerful  his  com- 
fiMtless  chamber  of  sickness.  In  his  loneliness,  want  and  sorrow, 
he  r^oices  to  know  that  He  who  beholds  the  parched  lily  wither- 
ii^  in  the  summer's  heat,  and  hears  the  chirpings  of  the  lone 
sparrow  on  the  wintry  hedges,  numbers  the  very  hairs  of  his 
head,  and  deems  him  of  more  value  than  many  sparrows. 

It  is  with  awe  that  we  think  of  the  Bible  as  coming  to  us  from 
the  far  distant  ages  of  the  past,  the  ddest  oflbpring  of  human 
intellect  divinely  guided.  All  the  contemporaries  of  its  infancy 
have  long  since  perished,  and  are  forgotten.  During  thousands 
of  years,  it  has  been  assaulted  with  ridicule  and  deadly  hate,  by 
misguided  reason  and  perverted  argument ;  yet  it  has  withstood 
not  only  the  tooth  of  time,  but  all  the  physical  and  intdlectud 
sueogth  of  BiaB« 
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.  To  the  BiUe  we  owe  all  the  blea^ingB  that  distinguish  iis  as  a 
people,  and  all  that  renders  life  desirable  to  us  as  individuals. 
The  Bible  ia  the  only  guide  that  informs  us  how  to  move  tri- 
umphantly through  this  scene  of  conflict,  joyously  through  this 
vale  of  sorrow  to  the  scenes  of  unbounded  splendor  which  it  alone 
reveals,  where  eternity  will  be  our  lifetime  and  infinity  our  hoine« 
Were  the  Bible  removed,  the  millions  of  earth  would  be  as  mar« 
iners  tossed  on  a  tempestuous  ocean,  beneath  dark^ied  skies, 
without  the  pdestar  and  without  a  compass.  Then  would  the 
stormy  cloud  hang  in  eternal  blackness  over  a  suffering  world, 
the  problem  of  life  would  be  lefl  unsolved,  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death  without  light,  and  hqpe  would  be  buried  in  the 
same  grave  that  receives  our  bodies. 

How  poor  and  commonplace  are  all  the  terms  by  which  we 
seek  to  express  our  belief  of  the  preciousness  of  the  Word  of 
Life.  But  while  we  thus  prize  it,  do^we  realize  the  extent  of  the 
(»bligatioiis  it  imposes  on  us  who  have  freely  received,  freely  to 
give  to  others  7 

Believing  the  Bible,  we  must  believe  it  our  duty  to  imitate  Him 
who  went  about  doing  good,  we  must  admit  the  obligation  to 
love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves.  Since  God  has  appointed  no 
means  but  human  agency  for  the  diffusion  of  his  Word,  can  we 
exercise  this  love  and  not  exert  all  our  powers  to  give  this  treas- 
ure to  the  destitute?  While  we  contemplate  the  sad  fate  of 
millions  in  the  gloom  of  infidelity  or  the  darkness  of  paganism, 
we  are  forced  to  believe  that  in  our  hands  are  the  keys  of  knowl- 
edge, the  sole  remedy  for  the  world*s  misery,  the  only  power 
that  can  remove  from  the  groaning  earth  its  load  of  guilt  and  wo. 

When  the  cry  of  famine  comes  from  perishing  thousands,  on 
some  distant  shore ;  where  for  a  season  earth,  like  an  unnatural 
mother,  refuses  bread  to  her  children,  our  hearts  are  moved  and 
our  hands  are  ready  to  extend  relief.  It  is  honorable  to  our 
nature  that  we  are  so  ready  to  freight  our  ships  with  food  for  the 
starving.  Famine  and  pestilence  are  fearful  woes,  yet  their 
evils  are  small  compared  to  those  that  result  from  a  famine  of 
the  Word  of  God.  Is  it  more  humane,  or  as  a  work  of  necessity 
and  mercy  is  it  more  benevolent  to  supply  the  wants  of  a  famine- 
stricken  multitude,  than  to  give  the  bread  of  life  to  those  who 
are  ready  to  perish  f    Who  would  not  deem  it  less  an  evil  to  die 


of  knngtry  and  be  Itswm  imeofitied  into  1^  Qttmarked  frare, 
than  to  be  left  to  worahip  idols,  ignorant  of  the  character  of  Ood 
and  a  ftitare  state,  with  none  of  the  consolations  which  the  Bible 
sopplies  in  lifers  last  hour  to  the  shrinking  soul  ?  Should  a 
maria^,  in  whose  ship  was  ample  room  and  abundant  stores^ 
pass  on  the  ocean  waste  a  shipwrecked  crew  clinging  to  a  dis- 
maittled  wrecks  over  which  the  waves,  each  moment  sweeping, 
threatened  to  bar j  them  in  ocean  depths,  and  refusing  to  render 
asnsCance,  should  he  leave  them  to  thenr  fate,  what  a  storm  of 
indignation  would  be  poured  on  his  guilty  head.  How  should 
we  treat  the  wretch  who  should  monopolize  the  bread  of  a  starve 
ing  citj,  of  the  physician  who,  having  in  his  possession  a  remedy 
that  would  stay  the  progress  of  the  wasting  pestilence,  should 
leave  thousands  to  perish,  content  with  the  indolent  satisfaction, 
that  he  had  the  means  of  preserving  himself  and  his  immediate 
firiends  t  If  our  indignation  with  reference  to  such  crimes  is 
just,  diall  we  not  deem  a  neglect  to  use  earnest  efforts  to  give 
the  Bible  to  the  destitute  thousands  of  our  own  country,  and  the 
perishing  millions  of  other  lands,  as  both  unchristian  and  inhu- 
man t  Should  it  come  to  pass,  by  any  strange  event,  that  only 
one  in  oar  community  should  possess  the  Bible,  would  he  not  be 
deemed  the  most  heartless  of  men,  did  he  not  use  all  possible 
means  to  communicate  it  to  others  t  And  is  not  our  estimate  of 
his  responsibility  the  measure  of  our  own  7 

It  is  one  of  the  encouraging  signs  of  the  times,  that  Christian 
men  are  beginning  to  realize  the  extent  of  their  obligations  to 
this  cause.  But  comparatively  a  few  years  have  passed,  since 
associations  like  this  whose  cause  we  to-day  advocate,  were 
formed ;  yet  who  can  estimate  the  good  they  have  accomplished 
in  this  last  half  century  7 

**  "When  they  fixst  the  work  begun. 
Small  and  feeble  was  their  day, 
Now  the  Word  doth  swiftly  nin. 
Now  it  wins  its  widemng  way." 

At  first,  the  cloud  was  little  as  a  human  hand ;  now,  it  spreads 
along  the  skies  and  soon  shall  hang  o'er  all  the  thirsty  land. 
This  cause.  Sir,  must  triumph.  It  has  the  approbation  of 
Heaven,  and  its  proq[>erity  shall  increase,  till  all  flesh  shall  see 
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the  salvation  of  God.  In  the  time  of  trial,  when  this  enterprise 
was  regarded  by  many  good  men  with  coldness  and  distrust,  the 
timid  and  the  doubtful  may  oh  have  asked,  "  Watchman,  what 
of  the  night?''  In  tones  of  sadness,  trusting  to  the  promise, 
though  the  evidence  was  not  yet  apparent,  the  watchman  replied, 
**  The  morning  cometh."  But  now,  when  we  consider  the  mil- 
lions of  Bibles  by  this  agency  distributed,  and  the  hosts  gathering 
to  its  support,  we  exclaim  in  tones  of  triumph,  the  morning  has 
come.  Even  in  regions  of  darkness,  the  mountain  tops  appear 
in  its  light  as  vine-clad  hills  bathed  in  the  warm  effulgence  of  a 
summer's  morning.  Soon  shall  floods  of  light  be  poured  into  the 
abodes  of  cruelty,  and  the  noonday  glory  shall  come,  when  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover 
the  mighty  deep. 

Hon.  N.  P.  Banks,  being  then  called  upon,  addressed 
the  audience  in  a  very  eloquent  manner  upon  the  adapta- 
tion of  the  Bible  to  the  wants  of  the  mind.  He  closed 
by  alluding  to  the  high  and  noble  objects  of  the  Society, 
and  bespeaking  for  it  the  encouragement  and  aid  of  all. 

After  uniting  in  the  Christian  doxology,  the  benedic- 
tion was  pronounced,  and  the  meeting  dissolved. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSXTTDTION  OP  THE  SOdETT  AS  ORIGINALLY  POBMED, 

PBEvious  TO  rrs  incorporation. 


July  13,  1809. — ^The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being  read 
from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  and 
was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz :  — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons  in- 
habiting within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the 
sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled  cler- 
gymen of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State,  who 
shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members :  of  every  person  who 
shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as  he 
continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person,  who 
shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without  being 
obliged  to  further  contributions, 
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8.  Sabflcriptions,  for  the  piurpose  of  ascertaming  a  competent 
number  of  members^  shall  be  immediately  qpened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
thoose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successor!  are  chosen  in  their  room ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  laymen, 
shall  form  a  Board  of  Tmsteee. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  firom 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three  per- 
sons, to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  stall  firom  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
Us  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  ^pply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  princij^es  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
eflfect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  i^all  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  puUic  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
eflfecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  pronsioos  of  the  CJonstitaUoni  the 
Tnistees  petitioDed  the  General  Coart,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OP  INCORPORATION. 

COMM  ONWBALTH     OP     M  ASS  ACH  V8  BTTfl. 

In  the  yesr  of  oar  Locd  one  tfaomand  eight  lumdted  and  ten.    Aa  Act  to 
inooffporate  the  Bible  Society  of  ICamehnsettik 

Wiereas,  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  snanj  oth«r  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  hare  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  bj 
Toluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  BiUes 
and  Testaments  of  the  Tersion  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  caanot  be  conrenientlj  supf^ied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  maj  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffbsed,  they  hare,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed'  for  an  Act  of  incorporation. 

Sbc.  1.  Be  a  tienfarg  madid,  ^  the  8enaie  and  Hamu  ef 
Representaiives,  im  Qenend  Omri  aesemhkd,  and  by  amiherUf 
mf  ike  tame.  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  EcUey,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Elipbalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Hohnes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  HiU,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joeeph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafler  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  Thb  Biblb 
SociETT  OF  Massachusetts. 

Sec.  2.     Be  it  further  enaaed.  That  the  said  William  Phil- 
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lipsy  and  others  tboy^oitined,  and  their  asaociates,  shall  be  and 
remain  a  body  corporate  bj  the  said  name  and  title  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Legislature,  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they 
may  alter  at  pleasure  ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of 
taking  and  receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevo- 
lent purposes  of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands 
and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  be- 
quests, and  subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used 
and  improved  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid,  pro- 
vided the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  said 
Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
vae  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  i^ppoint  an 
agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of  the 
newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  * 
the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
^er  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers 
conformable  to  the  princq[>le8  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15, 1810. 
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At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Society  under  the  Act  of 
Incorporation,  April  12,  1810,  it  was 

Voted,  That  on  the  day  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society, 
the  Trustees  shall  elect  hy  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  an 
Executive  Committee  of  three  persons,  to  continue  in  office  one 
year,  who  shall,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Trustees,  sit  and  con- 
sult with  them  ;  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund  and 
the  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  ac- 
cording to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  prescribed  by  the  Trustees ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay 
the  moneys  in  his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society,  Sept.  26,  1816,  the 
Committee  previously  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of 
forming  a  connection  with  the  American  Bible  Society, 
made  the  following  Report : — 

Boston,  Sept.  6,  1816. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society: 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  said 
Society  in  June  last,  to  consider  the  subject  of  said  Society's 
forming  a  connection  with  the  American  Bible  Society,  have 
maturely  considered  the  same,  and  are  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  fit  and  proper  to  form  such  connection  agreeably  to  the 
Constitution  and  propositions  of  said  American  Bible  Society — 
and  recommend  to  your  board  to  adopt  such  measures  as  you 
shall  judge  best  calculated  to  carry  the  same  into  effect — which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

EnWARD    H.    ROBBINS, 

In  behalf f  and  by  direction  of  the  Committee* 

Whereupon,  it  was  Voted,  unanimously.  That  this  report  be 
accepted,  it  being  understood,  that  the  Society  do  not  thereby 
restrict  themselves  from  acting  within  their  intended  sphere  of 
operation. 


BY-LAWS 


At  the  Annaal  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  96,  1861, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted : — 

ARTICLE   I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely^  "  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England^ 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others.'' 

ARTICLE  n.  « 

Every  regularly  setded  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  Siaie^  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  uu 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE   IT. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the 
Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE   V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Ck>rresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  CorrespcMiding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex  officio  members  of  the  board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE   TI. 

The  Presideot  shall  be  ex  officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE  m. 

The  Trustees  shall  hare  the  management  of  all  the  concernf 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  q>propriation 
cxf  all  ftmds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  anthority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  report  shall  be  had  and  con- 
sidered before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of  Trustees, 
for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE   TUI. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting  shall 
be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days  before 
the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one  news- 
paper in  Boston. 

ARTICLE   IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE  z. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.    Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE   XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository,-— 
each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  persons. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them  ; — the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  req>ective  duties ; — the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees  at  all  times,  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE   XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  ($1.00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B.  The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  oi  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS   FOR   LIFE, 


TIBIUB  OP  ▲  OOMTBIBUTIOir  OF  TWHNTT  DOLLABS  AMD  UFWADBS. 


'Adams,  John  Quincy,  Quiwy, 
Appleton,  Samael,    Boston, 
Appleton,  William,        ^ 
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Bartlett,  Thomas, 

Bond,  George, 

Brackett,  James,  Qutncy. 
*Bromfield,  Elizabeth,  Boston, 
•Brooks,  Peter  C. 

Brooks,  Peter  C,  Jr. 


a 
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Chase,  Hezekiah,  Lynn, 
Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,    Boston, 

Clapp,  John  C.  "^ 

«Cobb,  Richard,  « 

Codman,  Charles  R.  << 

Codman,  Mrs.  Catharine,  *^ 

Coolidge,  Joseph,  '* 

Crosby,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  *< 


Dana,  Samael, 
Dix,  Mrs.  Elijah, 
Dorr,  John, 
Dow,  Josiah, 
*Dowse,  Edward,  Dedhanu 


u 
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Eager,  William,  Boston, 
Eastbum,  Rt  Rev.  Manton,  ** 

♦Eliot,  Samuel,  " 

Eliot,  Samael  A.  ^ 

Elwell,  Robert,  «« 

Francis,  Ebenezer,  '' 

Fearing,  Albert,  « 


*Gibbs,  Mrs.  Mary, 
Gordon,  Solomon  J. 
Gray,  Francis  C. 
Gray,  Henry, 


u 
u 
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Gray,  Horace, 
Gray,  John  C. 
Green,  J.  S.  Copley, 
•Grew,  John, 


Boston, 
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♦Hammatt,  Mrs.  Mary, 

Heard,  John,  Ipswich, 

Higginson,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boston. 

Hill,  Henry,  «« 

♦Holmes,  Rev.  Abiel,  Cambridge. 

How,  James,  Boston. 

♦Howe,  John,  " 

Hovey,  George  O.  " 

♦Hyslop,  David,  «' 


Jackson,  James, 
Jacksonj  Patrick  T. 
Joy,  Mrs.  Abigail, 

Keep,  N.  C. 
•Knowles,  Rev.  James  D. 

•Lawrence,  Amos, 
Locke,  Ephraim, 
Lowell,  Rev.  Charles, 

MarstoD,  William, 
♦McKean,  William, 
McLean,  Mrs.  Ann, 

Newell,  Montgomery, 
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Palmer,  Rev.  Stephen,  N'udham, 

Parker,  John,  Boston. 

Parker,  Mrs.  Sarah,  " 

♦Parkman,  Rev.  Francis,  ^ 
♦Parkman,  Samuel,  *' 

Parkman,  Mm.  Sarah,  ^ 
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Parsons,  Gorham,  Boston, 

♦Parsons,  William, 
•Perkins,  James, 
•Perkins,  James,  Jr. 

Perkins,  Thomas  H. 

Peters,  Edward  D. 

Phillips,  Mrs.  Sally, 
♦Phillips,  William, 

Pierpont,  Rev.  John, 

Prescott,  William, 

Rice,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  E., 
Richardson,  Benjamin  P. 
Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr. 
Robbins,  Edward  H. 
•Rogers,  Rev.  William  M. 

♦SaliBbaiy  Samuel, 
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Sargent,  L.  M.  Boston. 

Shaw,  Mrs.  Hannah, 
•Sigoumey,  Andrew, 

Sigoumey,  Henry, 
•Smith,  Samuel, 

Tappan,  John, 

♦Walley,  Samuel  H. 

Ward,  Artemas, 

Welch,  John, 

Weld,  James, 

Wendell,  Mrs.  Catharine, 
♦White,  James, 

Wigglesworth,  Thomas, 

WinUirop,  Thomas  L. 

Wild,  Daniel, 

Worthington,  William, 
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ANNUAL   SUBSCRIBERS. 


Adams,  Abel 
Adams,  Benjamin 
Adams,  Charles  Francis 
Adams,  C.  Frederick 
Adams,  Joseph  H. 
Adams,  Rev.  Nehemiah 
Adams,  Z.  B. 
Alden,  William  V. 
Alger,  Cyrus 
Allen,  Freeman 
Allen,  George 
Almy,  William 
Amory,  James  S. 
Andrews,  Alfred  A. 
Andrews,  Caleb 
Andrews,  Henry 
Appleton,  Samuel  A. 
Appleton,  William,  Jr. 
Aspinwall,  Augustus 

Bacon,  Francis 
Bachelder,  J.  G. 
Baker,  Amos 
Baker,  Richard,  Jr. 
Bancroft,  Jacob 
Bangs,  Isaiah 
Barnard,  Rev.  C.  F. 


Barry,  M.  O. 
Bartol,  Rev.  C.  A. 
Bates,  Benjamin  E. 
Beals,  William 
Beebe,  J.  M. 
Bent,  Ann 
Bigelow,  Alanson 
Bigelow,  George  T. 
Bigelow,  John 
Blake,  George  T. 
Blake,  William 
Blanchard,  John  A. 
Blanchard,  Joshua  P. 
Bowditch,  Jonathan  L 
Bowditch,  N.  I.     « 
Bradford,  Martin  L. 
Bradlee,  F.  H. 
Bradlee,  Samuel 
Bradley,  James  B. 
Brigham,  E.  D. 
Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  William  A.,  Jr. 
Bouck,  Edward 
Bui  lard,  Lewis 
Bullard,  W.  S. 
Bumstead,  Josiah 
Burgess,  Beiqamin 
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Borgefls,  B.  F. 
Burnet,  Joseph 
Batler,  Peter,  Jr. 

Cabot,  Samuel 
Callender,  George 
Callander,  William  B. 
Caiy,  G.  B. 
Cary,  Isaac  H. 
Cary,  Thomas  G. 
Carleton,  William 
Qarmth,  Charles 
Carrutb,  Nathan 
Chadirick,  Ebenezer 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chase,  H.  S. 
Chase,  Theodore 
Chee?er,  James 
Chickering,  Jonas 
Chilson,  Gardner 
Claflin,  William 
Clapp,  John  C. 
aark,  C.  W. 
Clark,  J.  W. 
Clement,  J.  S. 
Codman,  Edward 
Codman,  Henry 
Codman,  John 
Converse,  J.  C. 
Cooke,  Josiah  P. 
Coverly,  Edward 
Croswell,  Rev.  Andrew 
Crowninffshield,  R  F. 
Crufl,  Edward 
CarUs,  Benjamin  R. 
Curtis,  Charles  P. 
Curtis,  John,  Jr. 
Curtis,  Nathaniel,  Jr. 
Cushing,  Thomas  P. 
Cutler,  Pliny 

Dale,  Ebenezer 
DaU,  William 
Dana,  Ephraim 
Dana,  Luther 
Daniell,  J.  N. 
Daniell,  Otis 
Davis,  George  N. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  Samuel 
Deblois,  Stephen  G. 
Dehon,  William 
Denny,  Daniel 


Dexter,  Franklin 
Dexter,  G.  M. 
Dixwell,  Epes  S. 
Dixwell,  John  J. 
Dorr,  S.  A. 
Drake,  Tisdale 
Dutton,  S.  G. 

Edmands,  J.  W. 
Edwards,  Henry 
Eldredge,  E.  H. 
Eldredge,  Oliver 
Ellis,  Abner 
Ellis,  Jonathan 
Ellis,  Nathaniel 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Emmons,  N.  H. 
Eustis,  William  T. 

Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Farwell,  A.  G. 
Farwell,  S.  T. 
Famsworth,  Ehsra 
Fenno,  J.  Brooks 
Fessenden,  Charles  R 
Field,  John,  Jr. 
Foster,  James  H. 
Fowler,  M.  F. 
French,  Jonathan 
Frothingham,  Rev.  N.  L. 
Frothingham,  Theodore 
Fuller,  Stephen  P. 
Fullerton,  Alexander 

Gaffield,  Thomas 
Gannett,  Rev.  Ezra  S. 
Gibson,  Kimball; 
Gilbert,  Samuel 
Girdler,  Richard 
Glover,  Albert 
Gordon,  Charles 
Gordon,  James  M. 
Gove,  John 
Grant,  Patrick 
Gray,  Rev.  F.  T. 
Greele,  Samuel 
Greely,  Philip,  Jr. 
Greenleaf,  Rev.  P.  H. 
Greenleaf,  Simon 
Groome,  Thomas 
Guild,  Benjamin 

Hale,  Moses  L, 
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Hall,  Andrew  T. 
Hall,  J.  W. 
Hancock,  John 
Hardy,  Alpheufi 
Harvey,  Peter 
Haskell,  Elisha 
Haven,  Franklin 
Hawes,  Prince 
Hayward,  George 
Henshaw,  Samuel 
Herman,  Leopold 
Hill,  Jeremiah 
Hitchcock,  Heniy. 
Hobart,  Albert 
Hodges,  A.  D. 
Holbroc^,  John  F. 
Holbrook,  H.  M. 
Hooper,  John 
Hooper,  Robert 
Hooper,  S. 
Hosmer,  Zelotes 
Horton,  H.  K. 
Howard,  Benjamin 
Howe,  George 
Hubbard,  Gardiner  Greene 
Hubbard,  William  J. 
Hunnewell,  H.  H. 
Hutchins,  Ezra  C. 

Inches,  Henderson 

James,  John  W. 
Jarves,  Deming 
Jefiries,  John 
Jellison,  Z. 
Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  Samuel 
Jones,  Henry  H. 
Jones,  Josian  M. 
Jones,  Nahum 

Kendall,  Abel,  Jr. 
Kettell,  John 
Kimball,  Daniel 
Kimball,  D.  R 
Kimball,  J.  B. 
KimbaU,  J.  R. 
Kingman,  Abner 
Kulm,  George  H. 

Lamson,  Benjamin 
^   Lamson,  John 
I^wrence,  Abbott 


Lawrence,  Amos  A. 
Lawrence,  Samuel 
Lee,  H. 

Leeds,  Timothy  C. 
Lincoln,  Heman 
Lincoln,  Miner  S. 
Lincoln,  W.  S. 
Little,  Charles  C. 
Livermore,  Isaac 
Locke,  Edward 
Lombard,  A.  C. 
Longley,  James 
Loring,  Benjamin 
Loring,  Charles  G. 
Loring,  Henry 
Loring,  John  G. 
Levering,  Joseph  S. 
Lowell,  John  A. 

May,  F.  W.  G. 
May,  John  J. 
May,  Samuel 
Mandell,  M.  J. 
Manning,  F.  C. 
Marvin,  Theophilus  R. 
Mason,  Robert  M. 
Maynard,  Waldo 
Melledge,  James  P. 
Mellen,  Moses 
McGregor,  J. 
MUls,  Charles  H. 
Minot,  William 
MorriU,  C.  J. 

Nash,  N.  C. 
Nason,  Daniel 
Nazro,  C.  G. 
Nickerson,  F. 
Noble,  Joseph 
Norton,  Andrews 

Ober,  John  P. 
Oliphant,  Henry  D. 
Otis,  Miss  Mary 

Palfrey,  John  G. 
Palmer,  Julius  A. 
Parker,  Charles  H. 
Parker,  Isaac 
Parker,  M.  S. 
Parsons,  Theophilus 
Parsons,  Thomas 
Paul,  Jamet 
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Payson,  Ssmnel  R. 
Peck,  A.  G. 

Perkins,  William 
Phillips,  George  W. 
Phillips,  JonaSian 
Phillips,  Thomas  W. 
Phipps,  Samnel 
Pierce,  Samuel  S. 
Pike,  Dayid 
Piper,  Solomon 
Pitman,  Isaac 
Plympton,  Henry 
Poor,  Nathaniel  C. 
Porter,  Edward  P. 
Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Proctor,  John  C. 
Putnam,  J.  P. 

Quincy,  Joeiah 

Rajrmond,  Emmons 
Rea,  William  A. 
Read,  James 
Read,  John  H. 
Reynolds,  Edward,  Jr. 
Richards,  Reuben,  Jr. 
Richltrdson,  George 
Richardson,  George  C. 
Richardson,  Jeffrey 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Richardson,  W.  P. 
Rogers,  Henry  R 
Ropes,  Hardy 
Ropes,  William 
Russell,  Charles 
Russell,  Charles  T. 
Russell,  Thomas  H. 

Safford,  Daniel 
Salisbury,  D.  W. 
Sampson,  George  R. 
Sargent,  Henry 
Sargent,  J.  T.  W. 
Savage,  James 
Sawyer,  F.  W. 
Sawyer,  Mathias  P. 
Scholfield,  J. 
Sewall,  Benjamin 
Sewall,  Moses 
Shattuck,  George  C. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shimmin,  William 


Simonds,  Artemas 
Simmons,  John 
Simpkins,  Miss  C. 
Simpkins,  John 
Simpson,  M.  H. 
Slade,  Jarvis 
Sleeper,  Jacob 
Sleeper,  J.  S. 
Smith,  Albert  W. 
Smith,  Ebenezer 
Smith,  Melancthon 
Snow,  Nathaniel 
Sohier,  William  D. 
Soule,  Richard 
Spaulding,  R.  S. 
Spear,  William  H. 
Spence,  John 
Spooner,  William  B. 
Sprague,  Charles 
Sprague,  Phineas 
Stedman,  Josiah 
Stetson,  Caleb 
Stickney,  Josiah 
Stimpson,  Frederick  H. 
Stoddard,  Charles 
Stone,  William  W. 
Storer,  Robert  B. 
Strong,  Alexander 
Sumner,  Alfred  H. 
Sumner,  Austin 
Sumner,  Charles 
Sumner,  F.  A. 
Sumner,  W.  R. 
Sweet,  John  H. 
Swett,  Samuel 
Swett,  Samuel  W. 

Tappan,  Lewis  W. 
Taylor,  Charles 
Tebbets,  J.  R. 
Templeton,  John 
Tenney,  William  P. 
Thayer,  G.  W. 
Thayer,  Gideon  F. 
Thaxter,  Adam  W. 
Thaxter,  Benjamin 
Thompson,  Newell  A. 
Thwing,  S.  C. 
Ticknor,  George 
Tilton,  Stephen,  Jr. 
Timmins,  H. 
Tobey,  Edward  S. 
Torrey,  Samuel 
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Tnin,  Samnel 
Tucker,  A.,  Jr. 
Tucker,  N.  W. 
Tufts,  James 
Turner,  Otis 
Twombljr,  Alexander  H. 

Upham,  Henry 

Vinton,  Rev.  Alex^der  H. 

Wadsworth,  Alexander 
Waitt,  Henry 
Wales,  Thomas  B. 
Wales,  Thomas  B.,  Jr. 
Ware,  Dr.  John 
Warren,  John  A. 
Warren,  John  C. 
Warren,  S.  D. 
Waterston,  Robert 
Watts,  Francis  O. 
Weld,  E.  P. 


Weld,  William  P. 
Wells,  John 
Wells,  Charles 
Wetherell,  John 
Whipple,  John  L. 
Whiston,  P.  C. 
White,  Perdinand  E. 
Whiting,  Charles  A. 
Whitmore,  Charles  O. 
Whitney,  Joseph 
Whiton,  David 
Whittemore,  Greorge 
WhitweU,  P.  A. 
Wigglesworth,  Edward 
Wigglesworth,  Thomas 
Wilder,  Marshall  P. 
Wilkinson,  Arthur 
Williams,  Elijah 
Williams,  Isaac 
Williams,  John 
Willis,  Clement 
Wolcott,  J.  H. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


BeceiptB  from  Kay  1,  1862,  to  Kay  1,  186a 


DONATIONS. 


Awtmai  SubflcriptioDs  of  Members, 


$844  00 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Bev.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  St  (1  l.  m.  ▲.  b. 
*•  "  Rev.  Dr.  Blagden,  Old  Soutti, 

**         Bey.  Mr.  Clark,  East  Boston,  . 
"  Bev.  Mr.  Dexter,  Pine  Street, 

"         Bey.  Mr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon, 
"  Bey.  Mr.  Bichards,  Winter  Street, . 

'*         Bey.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street,  . 
"         Bey.  Dr.  Waterbnry,  Bowdoin  Street, 

Phillips  Church,  South  Boston, 

M.  E.  Church,  North  Bussell  Street, 

M.  E.  Church,  East  Boston,    . 

Hedding  M.  E.  Church,  . 

M.  E.  Church,  Bromfield  Street,  (2  l.  m. 

Episcopal  Mission  for  Seamen, 

William  B.  Lawrence,  (for  a.  b.  b.) 

Mr.  James  M.  Whiton,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Mr.  Hurd,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)     . 

Mrs.  Abigail  F.  Salisbury, 

Mrs.  McLoud,         .        .        .        . 

A  Friend  1  00 ;  do.  1  00 ;  do.  50  cts. ;  do 

do.  2  33, 

Chelsea*  Winnisimmet  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 


s.) 


M 


« 


«< 


it 


M 


«< 


M 


M 


«C 


it 


*t 


U 


«< 


« 


« 


<« 


«< 


A.  B.  8.) 


2  00 ;  do. 


5  00 


163  65 

95  37 

23  83 

64  29 

220  00 

71  60 

139  00 

123  00 

56  07 

10  00 

9  13 

8  25 

60  00 

5  00 

150  00 

30  00 

30  00 

20  00 

2  00 

11  83 

139  00 

$1,432  02 
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ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbury  and  Salisbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .  38  30 

Andoyer,  Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.,  2  00  ;  Mrs.  Woods,  6  00,  7  00 

"       Chapel  Congregation, 45  04 

"       A  Friend, 6  00 

Bradford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  .  60  60 

Danvers,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,          .        .  53  50 

Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  59  00 

Haverhill,  Centre  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)     .  96  16 

Ipswich,  Society  of  Key.  Mr.  Fitz,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)      .        .        .  57  00 

Marblehead,  A  Friend,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 31  00 

Methuen,  Society  of  Key.  Mr.  Phillips,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)       .        .  9171 

**        Joseph  Howe,  Esq.  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)      .        .        .        .  60  00 

Kockport,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  balance,  .  40  00 

Salem,  South  Church, 59  05 

"      Society  of  Rey.  Dr.  Emerson, 68  00 

"      Society  of  Rey.  Mr.  Hoppin, 52  13 

Wenham,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  u.  a.  b.  b.)  balance,  .  27  00 


$851  49 


^  MIDDLESEX  COUNTY: 

Cambridge,  Shepard  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  e.) 
Charlestown,  Union  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

"  Winthrop  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Concord,  Young  Ladies'  Union  Bible  Society,  (4  L.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Dunstable,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Dracut,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill, 
Groton,  Union  Church  and  Society,  (2  L.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Holliston,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tucker, 
Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Lowell,  Appleton  Street  Church,  Mon.  Concert,  . 

**       Worthen  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Medford,  Mystic  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

"         Second  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s. 
Natick,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Reading,  Old  South  Church,        .... 
Saxonville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Sherburne,  Female  Reading  and  Benev.  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s. 

balance,    ...••• 
South  Reading,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sudbury,  Union  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Townsend,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Sheldon, 
Wayland,  Trinitarian  Church  and  Society,   . 
Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Wobum,  First  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 


85  82 

7  13 

20  00 

120  00 

14  52 

2  05 

60  00 

63  00 

3  90 

5  75 

22  00 

35  60 

50  75 

2  50 

22  68 

16  64 

8  00 

50  15 

12  36 

25  00 

10  25 

96  75 

44  00 

•778  85 


8.) 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Athol«  Evangelical  CSiurch  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  8.)     . 
Clinton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  B.  s.) 
Pitchburg,  Religious  Charitable  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  8.) 
Gardner,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Paine,    .... 
Grafton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b. 

Harvard,  Association, 

Lancaster,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 

Leominster,  Association, 

Lunenburg,  Association,  (1  l.  x.  A.  b.  b.,  in  part,) 
MiUbnry,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

"        Second        "  " 

Northborough,  Evan.  Cong.  Society,    • 

"  "        "  "  A  Friend,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  8.) 

Shrewsbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.) 
Southborough,  Pilgrim  Church  and  Society, 
Templeton,  David  Whitcomb,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

"  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Sabin, 

TJxbridge,  William  C.  Capron,  Treasurer,  (1  l.  m, 
West  Boylston,  A  Friend,    .        . 
Westborough,  Evan.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  (1  l.  d.  a.  b.  s.)  balaikccj 

Westford,  Association, 

Westminster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Whitinsville,  Northbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Winchendon,  North,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Marvin, 


« 


A.  B.  S.  )    • 


32  00 

60  00 

74  77 

14  00 

30  00 

27  70 

15  00 

26  26 

20  42 

27  60 

27  37 

16  00 

35  00 

36  00 

13  13 

60  00 

50  00 

36  90 

50 

127  77 

11  00 

21  77 

105  00 

1  00 

$869  09 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst,  North,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher, 
Belcheitown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Easthampton,  Payson  Church  and  Society,  • 


19  00 
102  00 
100  00 

$221  00  * 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 
Hamfdeiv  CoxniTT  Biblb  Socebtt. — Jamet  Brewer,  2d,  Springfield,  TV. 


M 


<« 


Blandford,  Church  and  Society,    .        . 

Chioopee,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Falls,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wright, 

Longmeadow,  Gent's  Association,  34  89 ;  Ladies 

Ludlow,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tuck, 

MonsoQ,  Genf  s  Bible  Society,  30  97 ;  Ladies'  do 

Montgomery,  Female  Friend, 

Springfield,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Buckingham, 
**        Rev.  Dr.  Osgood* 
6 


M 


,  do.  22  22, 

49  84, 


10  00 
18  75 
12  00 
32  71 
57  11 
31  66 
80  81 
1  00 
68  79 
57  57 


•( 


it 
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Springfield,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Seely, 15  14 

Legacy  of  Mrs.  Alexander  Bliss,  deceased,  avails  of 

personal  property,        .... 
Mrs.  £.  Bliss,  (in  part  for  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)     . 
Westfield,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Davif,  .... 
West  Springfield,  Society  of  Rev^Mr.  Field, 
Wilbraham,  North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

"  South,  "  «*  " 

From  the  Treasurer,  on  account  of  donations  prev.  to  May  1, 1852,      173  14    « 
«  «        on  Bible  account,  $230  00. 


50  00 
4  00 

120  00 
85  58 
37  60 
12  25 


$868  00 


« 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Franklin  County  Bible  Society.—  WiUiam  EUiot,  Qrtenfield^  Tr* 

Ashfield,  Cong.  Society,  20  00;  Benevolent  do.  16  81 ;  Ladies', 

do.  25  00 

Bemardston,  Congregational  Society, 

Buckiand,  Cong.  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.,  and  I  do.  p.  co.  b.  s.)  . 

Charlemont,  East  Congregational  Society, 

"  West  •*  " 

Coleraine,  ««  " 

Conway,  "  **        (10  00  of  which  by  Mr. 

D.  D.  Fisk,  for  1  l.  x.  f.  co.  b.  s.)   . 

Deerficld,  Trinitarian  Society, 

Orthodox  Congregational  Society,        .... 

South  "  "  .... 

"     Legacy  of  the  late  Solomon  P..  Field,  by  Mr. 

Sumner  Dunlap, 

GUI,  Congregational  Society, 

Greenfield,  First  Cong.  Society,  30  08 ;  Mrs.  Lucretia  Smith,  5  00, 
"  Second  "         "        52  97  ;  Dea.  B.  Pratt,  3  00, 

*  Hawley,  East  Parish, 

**      Dea.  Rufus  Sears 

Ijeverett,  Congregational  Society, 

Montague,  **  ** 

New  Salem,  Juvenile  Circle,  (1  l.  3C.  f.  oo.  b.  s.)  ... 

Northfield,  Trinitarian  Society,    ....... 

Orange,  North,  Orthodox  Society, 

Shelbume,  Cong.  Soc.,  Ladies,  19  22 ;  Gent  20  60,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.) 

**  William  Hanson, 

**         Falls,  Congregational  Society, 

Sunderland,  ♦*  " 

Warwick,  Trinitarian  Society,       ....... 

Received  on  Bible  account,  $16  00. 


61  81 

5  25 

89  04 

18  49 

11  04 

3  43 

86  77 

21  00 

16  00 

18  75 

33  00 

9  72 

35  08 

55  97 

2  00 

1  00 

36  91 

3  50 

10  00 

50 

2  00 

39  83 

1  30 

28  00 

55  56 

7  00 

$652  95 
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BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 
Great  Barrington,  "H.N."  .        . 


10  00 


f< 


it 


M 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Braintree,  From  a  Friend  to  the  Bible  Cause, 

"         Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Dorchester,  A  Friend,  (of  which  10  00  for  a.  b.  s.) 

Miss  Jane  M.  Hamilton,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Village  Church,  ( 1  l.  h.  a.  b.  s.) 
Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Means, 
Franklin,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,    . 
Medway,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurd,  ( 2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)    . 

"       Village  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

«       A  Friend 

Milton,  Joseph  Rowe,  Esq.  .        . 

"      First  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,     . 
Quincy,  Evan.  Cong.  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  balance, 
Randolph,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 
«         East,  A  Friend  to  the  Bible  Cause,     . 
Roxbury,  Eliot  Church  and  Society,    . 
Wtlpole,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Wrentham,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  James, 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Attlebofough,  Lex>crlette  Sweet,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

FaU  River,  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Norton,  L.  M.  Wheaton, 

Raynham,  Miss  Ruth  Gilmore, 

Taunton,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Society, 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 


100  00 
30  57 
20  00 
30  00 
30  75 

133  05 
69  76 
60  00 
36  50 
5  00 
10  00 
16  40 
12  00 
26  10 
10  00 

148  91 
18  00 
18  19 

$775  23 


30  00 

75  00 

10  00 

1  00 

40  24 

$156  24 


Plymouth  County  Bible  Society.— J.  H.  Loud,  Esq,,  Plymouth,  Tr, 


M 


U 


Abington,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ward,  .        •        •        • 
East,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Walker, 
North,        "       Rev.  Mr.  White, 
"         South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
•*  *•      Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Vining,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Bridgewater,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Brigham, 

'E.  &  W.  Bridgewater,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wilcox,      . 

Duxbury,  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church, 

Marshfield,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Alden, 

Middleboroaghf  Ftet  Parish,       ..... 


34  46 
20  00 
13  77 
30  72 
60  00 

20  25 

21  00 
8  61 

19  08 
42  50 
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Middleborough,  North,  Congregational  Churcli  and  Society, 
North  Bridgewater,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington,  . 

Benevolent  Asso.  in  do.        .        .        . 

Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Couch,   .... 

Porter  Evangelical  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 
(1  L.  D.  A.  B.  B.)  balance,    .... 


(( 


(I 


« 


22  60 

60  GO 

33  50 

21  40 

125  68 

$523  57 


BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Babnstable  County  Biblb  Societt. — Deo,  John  Munroe,  Barnstable,  Tr. 

DenniB,  South,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)         .  40  00 

Falmouth,  Miss  E.  D.  Cornish, 2  00 

Wellfleet,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .        .  3  83 

From  the  Treasury  of  the  Auxiliary, 26  01 

$71  84 


MISCELLANEOUS    DONATIONS. 

A  Friend,  5  00 ;  do.  2  00  ;  do.  2  00 

Castine,  Me.,  A  Friend, 

Saco,  Me.,  Benevolent  Society  in  First  Parish,     . 
Stoddard,  N.  H.,  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Duncan,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Thetford,  Vt.,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  balance, 
White  Pigeon,  Mich.,  Mr.  Adolphus  Chapin,  (1  l.  m«  a.  b.  s.) 


9  00 

1  38 

25  00 

30  00 

50  00 

32  50 

$147  88 


LEGACIES. 

Dorchester,  Walter  Baker,  by  Eleanor  J.  W.  Baker,  Edmund  J. 
^  Baker,  and  John  H.  Robinson,  Executors, 

Reading,  Daniel  Chute,  by  Samuel  W.  Carter,  and  Benjamin  C. 

Sanborn,  Executors, 

Royalston,  Dea.  George  Coffin,  by  Silas  Coffin,  Executor,  for 

Home  distribution,  15  00,  for  Foreign  do.  15  00,     . 


Sales  at  Depository,  Interest  on  invested  funds,  &c. 


500  00 

100  00 

30  00 
$630  00 

10,938  90 


Amount  acknowledged  in  the  preceding  lists, 


$19,771  06 


SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY 

BELONOIXO  TO  TIIE 

MASSACHUSETTS    BIBLE    SOCIETY 

The  evidenees  of  which  were  exhibited  to  the  Auditor,  May  20, 1853. 


Six  Shares  in  Massachusetts  Bank,                  .         .  $1,500  00 

Four  Shares  in  City  Bank, 400  00 

Sixteen  Shares  in  Granite  Bank,     ....  1,60000 

Ten  Shares  in  Boston  Bank,           .         .         .         .  500  00 

$4,000  00 
Five  Shares  in  Marblehead  Marine  Insurance  Co.  500  00 

Loans  to  the  American  Bible  Society,     .         .        .      9,470  00 

Loan  on  collateral  security, 3,200  00 

Books  on  hand  in  the  Depository,  $2,372  98 

Due  from  the  American  Bible  Society 

on  account, 681  80 

Due  from  sandry  persons  on  account,     .      216  27 

3,271  05 
Less  amount  due  Auxiliary  Societies, 

payable  in  books,       .         .        .         .       170  08 

3,100  97 

Cash  on  hand, 1,753  57 

$22,024  54 

N.  B.  The  Depontory  is  kept  in  the  charge  of  S.  T.  Farwell,  Esq.,  at  No. 
15  Cotnhill,  where  will  be  fotmd  a  large  Tariety  of  Bibles  and  Teetaments, 
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ANNUAL    REPORT. 


The  review  of  another  year  must  begin,  as 
did  the  preceding,  with  mention  of  the  departed. 
Since  our  last  Anniversary,  the  Society  has  been 
bereaved, — as  the  presence  and  voice  of  his  succes- 
sor have  reminded  us, — of  its  President,  the  Hon. 
Simon  Greenleaf.  For  five  years  he  occupied  the 
post,  now  devolved  on  enother,  his  friend  and  pro- 
fessional associate.  He  brought  to  that  post,  a 
wide  and  well-earned  reputation  ;  faculties  in  their 
vigor  and  maturity  ;  a  heart  in  lively  and  intimate 
communion  with  the  Scriptures ;  his  pen  and 
tongue  prompt  and  practiced  in  their  defence,  his 
life  their  exemplification.  How  well  he  filled  his 
place,  how  cheerfully  he  co-operated  with  any  who 
would  co-operate  with  him,  with  what  dignity  and 
urbanity  he  presided  on  these  occasions,  how  con- 
tagious was  the  influence  of  his  large,  catholic, 
benignant,  now  sainted  spirit,  we  need  not  linger  to 
portray.  Besides  its  President,  the  Society  mourns 
the  loss  of  one  of  its  most  venerable  and  revered 
Trustees,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sharp.  He  has  left  none 
more  punctual,  more  attentive,  more  sincerely  devo- 


ted  to  the  cause.  The  standard  version,  which  we 
circulate,  was  his  version.  He  wished  no  other, 
and  no  better.  It  was  orthodox  enough,  nor  would 
he  spare  a  plank  from  the  platform,  none  too  broad 
already,  for  Christian  brethren  to  stand  upon. 
These  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do 
follow  them. 

There  have  been  issued  from  the  Depository,  the 
past  year,  12,997  Bibles  and  22,528  Testaments, 
making  a  total  of  35,625. 

Of  these,  33,788  were  in  the  English,  and  1,737 
in  various  foreign  languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  been  3,533  Bibles, 
and  3,092  Testaments,  making  a  total  of  6,625 
Bibles  and  Testaments. 

Of  these,  6,034  were  in  the  English,  and  591  in 
foreign  languages.  They  have  been  appropriated 
as  follows: — to  seamen,  1,968;  to  city  missions, 
792 ;  to  public  institutions  and  public  houses,  308  ; 
to  Germans  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  134;  to  Sabbath 
schools,  798 ;  to  destitute  families  and  individuals 
in  Massachusetts,  1,836;  and  the  remaining  789 
abroad. 

The  income  of  the  Society,  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  has  been  ^21,855  40;  of  which  were 
from  donations  and  annual  subscriptions,  ;^9,69^  76 ; 
from  sales,  ;^10,785  84 ;  and  from  all  other  sources, 
;Sf  1,370  80.  The  amount  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  was  ;^  1,753  57,  making 
the  total  available  means,  ^23,608  97.  The  expen- 
ditures, during  the  year,  have  been  as  follows  : — for 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  ;^14,980  51 ;  donations  to 


the  American  Bible  Society,  ;^3,490;  expense  of 
annual  meeting  and  printing  annual  report,  ^98 ; 
rent  and  insurance,  ;^170;  freight  and  postage, 
J^lSl  61  ;  wrapping  paper,  twine  and  stationery, 
j)f74  80;  fiiel,  water,  and  incidental  expenses, 
$43  16 ;  commissions  for  collecting  annual  subscrip- 
dons,  ;^62  40 ;  salary  of  general  agent,  depository 
agent  and  assistant,  ;^2,200  ;  traveling  expenses  of 
general  agent,  ;^230  94;  total,  ;^21,481  42  ;— leav- 
ing a  balance  in  the  Treasury  for  future  use,  of 
Jjf2,127  65. 

There  has  been  an  advance  over  the  preceding 
year,  in  our  treasury  receipts,  from  sales  and  dona- 
tions, of  ;^2,000  and  upwards. 

This  increase  would  have  been  greater,  but  for 
the  temporary  curtailment  of  our  supplies  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments, — the  Parent  Society,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  removal  from  the  old  to  the  new  Bible 
House,  having  been  unable,  during  two  months,  to 
famish  us  a  single  copy. 

The  Recording  Secretary  and  General  Agent  of 
this  Society,  Rev.  D.  Butler,  has  continued  his 
labors,  and  brings  favorable  reports  of  the  reception 
he  has  met  with,  and  of  the  strengthening  hold  of 
this  object  on  the  public  confidence.  Such  gates  as 
are  open  to  him,  he  enters.  Where  pastors  desire 
his  aid  upon  the  Sabbath,  he  furnishes  it.  Where 
they  consent  to  present  the  cause  themselves,  he 
gladly  supplies  them  with  any  statistics  and  facts  in 
his  possession.  Ministerial  and  kindred  associations 
he  visits  and  addresses,  as  opportunity  offers.  Is 
not  the  hope  a  reasonable  one,  that  year  by  year. 
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the  several  churches  and  denominations  represented 
in  this  Society  will  take  this  matter  more  seriously 
in  hand,  and  contribute  each  its  quota,  both  of 
money  and  exertion,  to  the  common  cause  ? 

The  Trustees,  at  a  late  meeting,  empowered  and 
instructed  the  Executive  Committee  to  take  meas- 
ures for  a  general  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  over 
the  Commonwealth.  The  Committee  are  making 
arrangements  to  carry  out  these  instructions.  An 
Agent  will  be  employed  to  visit  the  several  counties 
and  towns,  and  ascertain  and  supply  the  destitution. 
It  is  important  that  no  family,  or  individual,  be  left 
unprovided.  Where  copies  can  be  sold,  they  will 
be  sold,  as  more  likely  to  be  preserved  and  read,  and 
as  leaving  funds  intended  to  be  charitable,  to  their 
legitimate  uses.  Where  either  the  desire  to  own, 
or  the  ability  to  purchase  is  wanting,  a  copy  may 
be  bestowed  gratuitously,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Agent.  The  Committee  would  urge  it  on  the  good 
people  of  the  Commonwealth,  pastors  and  laymen, 
to  lend  this  enterprise  their  countenance  and  co- 
operation. If  they  will  but  organize,  appoint  com- 
mittees, volunteer  in  person,  search  out  the  needy, 
carry  this  sacred  boon  from  house  to  house,  from 
heart  to  heart,  it  is  believed  they  may  discover  a 
new  meaning  in  the  Saviour's  declaration,  ^^  It  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 

May  we  not  bespeak  for  this  cause,  generally,  an 
increased  interest,  increased  contributions,  increased 
personal  efforts, — at  least  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are,  nominally,  its  friends  and  patrons  ? 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Forty-Fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bible  Society  was  held  in  the  upper  vestry  of  the  Central 
Church,  Boston,  on  Monday,  May  29,  1854.  The  Eeport 
of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  accepted,  and  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  elected.  The  Committee  on  the  disposal 
of  the  loans  heretofore  made  to  the  American  Bible  Society 
made  their  Report,  which  was  accepted.  The  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Trustees,  to  report 
at  the  next  Annual  Meeting.  The  members  of  the  Society 
then  proceeded  to  the  church,  where  the  public  services  of 
the  Anniversary  were  held.  The  Scriptures  were  read  and 
prayer  oflfered  by  Eev.  Charles  Brooks,  of  Boston.  The 
President,  Hon.  Richard  Fletcher,  then  addressed  the 
assembly  as  follows : 

The  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  progress  of  time 
and  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  has  this  day  reached  its  Forty- 
fiAh  Anniversary.  With  much  occasion  for  thankfulness  to  a 
kind  Providence,  our  meeting  to-day  is  not  without  its  source  of 
sadness.  We  miss  the  presence  of  that  eminent  and  excellent 
man,  who  at  our  last  anniversary  occupied  this  chair.  The 
name  of  the  Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf  has  been  added  to  the 
obituary  list  with  the  honored  and  venerated  names  of  Phillips 
and  Pierce,  his  predecessors  in  the  presidency  of  this  Society. 
The  life  and  character  of  Mr.  Greenleaf,  the  high  Christian 
principles  by  which  he  was  guided  in  the  discharge  of  all  the 
duties  of  life,  his  labors  and  his  achievements,  his  well  earned 
and  his  extended  fame,  would  furnish  interesting  and  instructive 
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topics  of  discourse.  But  this  occasion  allows  us  only  to  pay  a 
brief  and  passing,  though  a  heartfelt  tribute  of  affection  and 
respect  to  his  memory.  He  had  lived  nearly  up  to  the  scriptural 
boundary  of  man's  age,  when  in  his  peaceful  and  happy  home, 
with  his  family  about  him,  his  life  well  spent  and  his  work  well 
done,  he  was  suddenly  summoned  away.  It  remains  for  us  who 
knew  him  and  valued  him,  to  cherish  his  memory  and  profit  by 
his  example. 

The  increase  in  the  numbers  and  the  extent  of  operations  of 
Bible  Societies  forms  an  interesting  portion  of  the  history  of  the 
last  half  century.  A  panoramic  view  would  exhibit  to  us  eight 
thousand  Bible  Societies  stretching  around  the  world,  animated 
by  the  same  spirit,  busy  in  the  same  work,  laboring  to  place  that 
volume  which  contains  the  instructions,  the  consolations,  and  the 
hopes  of  Christianity,  in  a  language  which  can  be  understood,  in 
every  human  habitation,  high  and  low,  cabin,  cottage  and  palace 
throughout  the  world.  Here  is  a  union  of  benevolent  effort  and 
an  ^tent  of  co-operation  such  as  the  world  never  saw.  Such  a 
movement,  so  vast  and  so  beneficent,  may  well  lead  the  reflecting 
mind  to  a  source  of  influence  higher  than  man.  Acting  upon 
the  great  Protestant  principle,  that  the  Bible  and  the  Bible  alone 
is  the  foundation  of  Christian  faith,  these  Societies  have  but  the 
single  work  of  distributing  the  Bible.  They  do  not  profess  to 
interpret  nor  to  explain  it.  They  stand  aloof  from  doctrinal 
controversies  and  sectarian  creeds,  and  they  only  aim  to  give  to 
every  man  of  every  tongue  and  every  nation  the  teachings  of  the 
Christian  Scriptures  themselves.  Here,  most  happily,  is  a  work 
in  which,  without  any  compromise  of  principle,  we  may  heartily 
engage.  We  can,  I  trust  and  am  sure,  agree  to  give  to  the 
destitute,  the  Bible  in  that  version  which  use  for  centuries  has 
made  familiar,  and  around  which  cluster  many  hallowed  associa- 
tions. 

Of  the  good  which  these  institutions  have  done,  it  is  not  for 
me  at  this  time  to  speak.  That  they  have  done  much,  there  can 
be  no  doubt ;  and  that  much  remains  to  be  done,  is  equally  true. 
The  spectacle  which  is  now  exhibited  in  the  old  world,  embattled 
nations  gathering  their  hosts  for  mutual  slaughter,  and  the  sounds 
of  the  engines  of  death  which  even  now  come  swelling  across  the 
water,  and  the  tones  of  menace  that  grate  on  our  ears  from  the 


11 

high  places  of  our  own  country,  and  the  scenes  around  us, 
impressively  tell  us  how  greatly  the  world  needs  the  influence 
of  the  Christian  Scriptures.  Instead  of  weapons  of  war,  it  were 
better  that  every  man  should  bear,  in  his  hand,  that  Book  which 
inculcates  the  great  principle  of  human  brotherhood,  and  teaches 
every  man  to  love  his  neighbor  as  himself. 

After  expressing  his  pleasure  at  the  &ct  that  his  Excellency 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth  was  present  to 
cheer  them  in  their  work^  he  took  his  seat,  and  the  Report 
of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Kev. 
George  Richakds,  and  on  motion  of  vHon.  Charles  T. 
EusdELL,  it  was  accepted. 

The  President  then  introduced  the  Rev.  Daniel  March, 
of  Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  who  offered  the  following 
resolution  and  remarks : 

Baoivedf  That  the  Bible,  from  its  perfect  adaptation  to  the  essential 
wants  of  human  nature,  and  to  the  condition  of  the  world  as  it  changes 
from  age  to  age,  is  entitled  to  hold  the  highest  rank  as  a  text-book  in  all 
appropriate  systems  of  instruction,  and  should  be  relied  upon  as  the  most 
efficient  of  all  instrumentalities  for  the  moral  improvement  of  mankind. 

It  is  not  designed,  by  the  resolution,  to  claim  that  a  very  high 
degree  of  intellectual  culture  cannnot  be  secured  without  light 
and  direction  from  the  word  of  God.  Or  rather,  it  would  be 
more  strictly  correct  to  admit  only  that  high  intellectual  cultiva- 
tion has  been  attained  without  such  aid.  For  now,  happily,  the 
time  is  past  in  the  history  of  the  world,  when  it  is  even  possible 
for  the  student  to  become  a  master  in  any  department  of  practi- 
cal knowledge,  unaided  by  influences  drawn  directly  or  indirectly 
from  the  Bible.  Even  the  skeptical  philosopher,  who,  with  life- 
long diligence,  explores  the  ever-widening  fields  of  science  in 
laborious  search  of  facts,  principles  or  phenomena  with  which  to 
invalidate  the  divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  is  only  vainly 
endeavoring  to  turn  against  Christianity,  those  weapons  of  intel- 
lectual warfare,  which  itself  has  created  and  put  into  his  hands. 
For  all  science,  at  least  in  the  practical  and  effective  form  which 
it  has  assumed  in  modern  times,  owes  its  very  existence  to  the 
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new  life,  freedom  and  activity  imparted  to  the  human  mind  by 
light  radiated  from  the  sacred  page.  Had  not  Christianity  itself 
created  and  cherished  a  more  liberal  culture,  a  freer  and  more 
adventurous  spirit  of  inquiry,  a  wide-spread  emancipation  from 
the  shackles  of  superstition,  by  which  the  most  cultivated  nations 
of  antiquity  were  bound,  the  skeptics  of  modem  times  would 
have  been  able  to  devise  objections  against  the  Bible  of  as  little 
weight,  and  of  as  little  ingenuity,  as  those  urged  by  Celsus  and 
Porphyry  and  Julian  within  the  first  four  centuries.  And  in  the 
refutation  of  theirs,  we  find  their  most  enduring  memorial. 

The  case  ^however,  to  which  the  resolution  is  designed  espec- 
ially to  refer,  and  for  which  the  occasion  seems  to  require  us  to 
make  out  a  reasonable  justification  is  this : — From  among  all  the 
millions  of  books  which  have  been  written,  many  of  them  con- 
fessedly by  the  greatest  and  wisest  of  men,  the  Bible  Society 
selects  one,  composed  by  more  than  thirty  different  authors,  at 
different  periods  of  time,  extending  through  fifleen  centuries,  in 
a  land  far  remote  from  this,  among  a  people  having  no  other 
literature,  and  shut  out  from  intercourse  with  other  nations,  by 
the  threefold  barrier  of  national  prejudice,  established  custom 
and  sacred  law.  And  the  Bible  Society  resorts  to  extraordinary 
measures  to  secure  '*  the  distribution  of  this  one  volume  among 
all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,''  and  the 
Great  and  General  Court  of  this  most  enlightened  and  prosperous 
State  of  Massachusetts,  forty-four  years  ago,  in  the  solemn  act 
of  incorporation,  pronounced  '*  the  objects  of  this  Society  pious 
and  laudable."  And  for  nearly  half  a  century,  on  the  return  of 
this  Anniversary,  many  voices  have  spoken  in  terms  of  high  and 
eloquent  congratulation  upon  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
labors  put  forth  in  this  sacred  enterprise.  And  this  Society  still 
stands  forth  before  the  world,  with  its  claim  uttered  more 
eloquently  in  action  than  in  words,  that  this  one  volume  should 
find  a  place  in  every  human  dwelling,  and  that  its  authority,  on 
all  questions  of  moral  obligation,  should  reign  paramount  to  all 
others  in  the  individual  mind,  and  in  society  at  large,  in  this  land 
and  in  all  lands,  in  this  age  and  in  every  age  of  the  world's 
history. 

Now,  suppose  that  the  Bible  were  taken  from  its  present  posi- 
tion of  conceded  superiority  over  all  other  books,  and  thrown 
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back  into  the  great  ocean  of  literature  which  has  been  formed 
from  the  tributary  streams  of  all  time.  Suppose  we  had  now,  for 
the  first  time,  taken  the  book  in  hand  as  one  of  a  million,  to  dis- 
cuss, not  indeed  the  primary  question  of  its  inspiration,  but  one 
which  comes  more  directly  within  the  cognizance  of  the  common 
perceptions  and  judgments  of  men, — the  question  whether  this 
one  book  discloses,  upon  fair  examination,  such  an  unrivaled  and 
perfect  adaptation  to  the  deepest  necessities  of  the  human  mind, 
and  the  changing  condition  of  human  society  from  age  to  age, 
as  that  we  may,  of  right,  claim  for  it  the  precedence  over  all 
other  books  ;  and  that  any  system  of  instruction  can  better  afford 
to  dispense  with  the  authority  and  influence  of  all  others  than 
with  this.  Can  we  find  anything  in  the  manner  or  the  matter, 
the  design  or  the  composition  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  which 
will  justify  us  in  giving  them,  by  distinction,  the  title  of  **  The 
Book,"  as  if  in  the  comparison  no  other  were  worthy  to  be  named, 
the  book  for  man, — the  book  for  the  world, — for  all  the  nations 
and  for  all  the  ages  ? 

We  cannot,  indeed,  discuss  such  a  question  with  entire  impar- 
tiality. For  the  first  thoughts  that  were  suggested  to  our  infant 
minds  by  others,  were  imbued  with  reverence  for  the  sacred  page. 
And  yet  it  is  not  to  our  disadvantage,  as  just  rcasoners  on  this 
question,  that  it  is  so ;  for  in  order  that  we  may  prize  the  Scrip- 
tares  at  anything  like  their  real  value,  the  Bible  itself  nmst  have 
first  given  us  the  capacity  to  appreciate  its  excellence. 

And  we  may  with  propriety,  on  this  occasion,  allow  our  con- 
gratulations over  successes  already  gained,  and  our  mutual 
encouragements  to  further  effort  in  the  -future,  to  take  the  form 
of  argument  in  justification  of  principles  that  have  already  been 
taken  for  granted  and  acted  upon  for  years.  And  especially 
at  this  first  convocation  of  the  "  holy  week,''  and  on  the  Anni- 
versary of  this  one  Society,  the  prosperity  of  which  is  essential 
to  the  success  of  every  other  Christian  enterprise,  we  may 
properly  go  back  to  those  first  principles,  which  come  to  seem 
like  axioms  in  the  more  advanced  stages  of  Christian  culture, 
but  for  which,  every  year  shows  us  that  we  have  still  much 
occasion  to  give  reasons  and  evidences. 

A  full  discussion  of  the  subject  named  in  the  resolution  would 
fill  as  many  pages  as  the  contents  of  the  Scriptures  themselves. 
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I  shall  only  ask  your  attention,  for  a  few  moments,  to  the  peculiar 
adaptation  of  the  Scriptures  to  the  twofold  and  apparently 
conflicting  necessities  of  human  nature^  arising  from  the  twofold 
elements  and  relations  of  our  present  being. 

Thus,  if  man  is  to  be  instructed  to  any  practical  purpose  in 
moral  truth,  it  is  necessary  that  the  lesson  shall  be  made  simple 
and  easy  of  comprehension  ;  and  it  is  just  as  necessary  that  his 
instruction  shall  cost  him  severe  and  protracted  exertion.  There 
is  a  constant  and  urgent  need  to  be  taught,  and  yet  nothing  can 
give  the  truth  effect,  short  of  as  constant  an  effort  to  teach  one's 
self.  There  is  a  willingness  even  to  be  wounded  by  the  shaft  of 
truth,  yet  an  involuntary  shrinking  from  the  directness  of  its  aim. 
And  hence  our  earthly  life,  even  in  the  pursuit  of  the  noblest 
aims,  and  under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  is  a  struggle  rather 
than  a  triumph, — a  laborious  seeking  for  the  light  which  is 
always  lost  in  the  moment  of  attainment.  Hence  the  progress 
of  the  human  mind,  from  age  to  age,  has  been  not  inaptly  com- 
pared to  that  of  a  ship  at  sea,  advancing  against  a  head  wind,  as 
sailors  say,  by  tacking, — never  steering  directly  toward  the  point 
of  destination,  yet  always  approaching  it, — never  touching  the 
line  of  the  true  course  except  to  cross  it,  and  never  departing 
from  it,  except  to  return.  And  if  man,  individually  and  in 
society,  is  thus  never  at  rest — always  in  motion,  and,  however 
improving,  always  out  of  the  way,  the  shaft  of  truth  which  is  to 
bring  fire  from  heaven  to  his  mind,  must  be  aimed  a  little  one 
side  of  the  mark.  The  sun  of  truth  is  indeed  fixed  and  forever 
the  same.  But  the  darkling  wanderer  may  be  so  far  off*  as  to 
change  his  place  many  times,  while  the  beam  of  light  is  on  its 
passage  to  guide  him  through  the  gloom. 

And  it  is  with  a  perfect  adaptation  to  this  changing  and  com- 
plex condition  of  human  nature,  that  the  word  of  Revelation, 
which  is  the  sun  of  truth  set  in  the  moral  heavens  to  '*  guide 
every  wanderer  in  the  straight  way,''  sometimes  seems  to  scatter 
its  beams  like  stray  arrows,  only  the  more  surely  to  reach  their 
aim.  Sometimes  it  gives  us  a  paradox  instead  of  a  simple  state- 
ment, a  part  of  the  truth  for  the  whole,  a  literal  contradiction, 
leaving  to  the  reader  the  task  of  discovering  the  real  and 
spiritual  harmony.  Sometimes  we  are  to  infer  the  main  proposi- 
tion from  a  seemingly  incidental  statement,  and  then  again  the 
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^ference  is  drawn  for  us  while  the  premises  are  not  given.  The 
whole  landscape  of  life  is  constantly  presented  from  different 
points  of  view,  and  the  successive  scenes,  however  unlike  each 
other  they  may  seem  to  the  beholder,  must  be  combined  by  him 
into  one  harmonious  panorama.  Our  earthly  sojourn,  dark  from 
the  obscurities  of  imperfect  knowledge,  and  contracted  from  the 
limited  scope  of  present  faculties,  is  diversely  illuminated  by 
rays  shot  in  through  different  loop-holes  from  the  sun  of  Rev- 
elation, and  the  light  thus  admitted,  is  diversely  colored,  and 
made  to  give  a  various  aspect  to  the  same  scene  in  the  eyes  of 
different  beholders,  by  the  earthly  medium  of  times  and  customs 
and  opinions  of  men  through  which  it  must  pass.  And  thus 
travelers  upon  the  same  journey,  tenants  of  the  same  home,  see 
the  world,  and  life,  and  God,  and  heaven,  and  eternity,  under 
very  different  aspects,  and  they  draw  from  the  same  outward 
facts,  conclusions  which  clash  upon  each  other,  like  steel  upon 
tempered  steel. 

Now,  in  these  infinitely  diversified  contrasts  and  correspon- 
dences of  light  and  shade,  communicativeness  and  reserve,  found 
in  the  Bible,  we  recognize  one  evidence  of  its  perfect  adaptation 
to  the  changing  condition  of  the  human  race  from  age  to  age, 
and  to  the  diverse  characteristics  of  individual  minds.  In  this, 
consists  much  of  its  wonderful  power  to  reprove  sin  while  spar- 
ing the  sinner — to  inspire  man  with  the  strength  to  '*  do  all 
things,"  while  making  him  feel  that  he  is  but  a  worm  of  the 
dust — to  retain  a  firm  hold  upon  the  conscience,  while  proud 
reason  struggles  madly  to  shake  off  its  grasp— to  enable  man  to 
glory  most  in  his  liberty,  when  he  subjects  himself  most  to  the 
sovereign  dictation  of  Another's  will — to  recall  the  outcast  from 
the  error  of  his  way  with  the  most  winning  voice,  while  speaking 
with  thunders  of  wrath  against  the  sins  that  he  lovcj  most 
passionately.  The  Bible,  therefore,  is  the  only  book  in  the 
world  which,  while  dealing  with  the  most  awful  interests,  dares 
to  handle  them  s^diversely, — to  give  so  little  here,  and  so  little 
there,  and  so  much  in  the  great  whole  of  its  instructions,  as  to 
be  most  certain  of  correcting  every  shade  of  human  error,  and 
of  pouring  light  into  the  darkest  depths  of  human  ignorance. 
The  divine  intuition  of  the  Scriptures  alone,  has  so  perfectly 
anticipated  all  the  aberrations  of  the  human  mind,  as  that  the 


16 

light  of  truth,  sphered  in  the  sun  of  Revelation,  and  sent  forth  on 
its  circuits  through  the  world  ceuturies  ago,  meets  every  wan- 
derer at  the  point  to  which  the  path  of  error  has  brought  him 
to-day. 

Another  aspect  in  which  we  may  view  the  twofold  adaptation 
of  the  Scriptures  to  be  the  book  of  all  times,  all  races  of  men, 
is  seen  in  their  capacity  to  meet  and  satisfy  the  constant  craving 
of  the  human  mind,  equally  for  knowledge  and  for  mystery.  The 
habitual  impulses  of  every  active  mind,  afford  sufficient  evidence 
that  that  craving  exists,  and  in  such  excess,  as  that  it  can  be 
satisfied  only  with  full  permission  to  explore  the  whole  boundless 
field  of  knowledge,  while  yet  always  under  the  necessity  of 
acknowledging,  that,  however  much  is  known,  there  are  still 
depths  of  wisdom  unsearchable,  and  ways  of  just  and  intelligent 
judgment  past  finding  out. 

Of  the  teachers  of  religion  who  abandon  the  Bible  as  their 
only  safe  guide,  a  part  fall  into  the  extreme  of  encouraging  men 
to  accept  nothing  as  matter  of  faith,  unless  its  whole  nature  and 
consequences  can  be  comprised  within  the  scope  of  human 
knowledge,  and  subjected  to  the  decisions  of  human  reason. 
And  thus,  beginning  with  the  endeavor  to  make  their  hearers  as 
gods  unto  themselves,  they  end  by  making  them  something  worse 
than  men.  The  other  class,  and  sometimes  even  this,  by  a  vio- 
lent reaction  from  the  first  extreme,  proceed  to  that  of  assuming 
that  '*  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion,"  and  mystery  is  the 
substance  and  groundwork  of  faith.  They  would  teach  men  to 
believe  that  they  believe  what  is  impossible,  even  because  it  is 
impossible.  And  having  thus  attempted  the  greatest  conceivable 
violence  against  the  human  understanding,  they  are  only  too 
successful  in  making  the  moral  nature  share  in  the  common 
ruin. 

The  divine  text-book  does  infinitely  better  than  either  of  these 
blind  guides,  who  assume  to  dispense  with  its  instructions.  It 
proves  its  own  entire  harmony  with  the  twoMd  constitution  of 
the  mind,  as  well  as  with  the  grand  scheme  of  nature  and  of 
providence,  by  bringing  forth  from  its  exhaustless  treasures  of 
wisdom,  things  new  and  old  ;  the  old  creating  the  necessity  for 
the  new,  and  the  new  teaching  the  meaning  of  the  old.  It  has 
lessons  of  divine  wisdom  simple  enough  for  the  comprehension 
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of  the  child,  and  mysteries  deep  enough  to  baffle  and  confound 
the  philosopher.  It  appears  to  guide  the  erring  pilgrims  of  a 
darkened  world,  like  the  twofold  symbol  of  Jehovah's  presence 
which  went  before  the  wandering  tribes  in  the  wilderness,  and 
brought  them  safely  to  their  final  rest  Its  light  leads  by  the 
clear  disclosure  of  the  way  in  which  the  earthly  pilgrim  may 
travel  in  safety,  and  its  cloud  guides  too,  by  showing  in  what 
direction  the  deep  darkness,  the  one  incomprehensible  mystery 
lies.  Thus  the  divine  Word  discloses  its  double  fitness,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  pour  light  into  the  darkened  understanding  of 
the  simple,  more  than  satisfying  their  utmost  want  by  the  fullness 
of  its  gracious  revelation  ;  and  on  the  other,  convincing  the  most 
highly  cultivated,  that,  however  much  they  may  learn,  there  will 
still  remain  depths  of  knowledge  which  they  cannot  fathom,  and 
heights  of  wisdom  which  they  cannot  scale.  We  may  therefore 
say  in  something  like  a  scriptural  paradox,  that  the  Bible  is  at 
once  the  plainest  and  the  most  mysterious  of  all  books.  We 
should  say  that  it  is  the  plainest,  from  its  success  in  giving  under- 
standing to  the  simple ;  the  most  luminous,  from  the  light  which 
it  pours  upon  the  path  of  them  that  are  wandering  in  darkness ; 
the  most  quickening  and  suggestive,  from  the  new  life  which  it 
imparts  to  the  most  sluggish  mind.  The  poor  peasant,  shut  out 
in  some  retired  corner  from  the  noise  and  commotion  of  the 
great  world,  knowing  nothing  of  the  wealth  and  splendors  of 
literature,  never  having  had  the  remotest  conception  of  the 
grandeur  and  infinite  extent  of  the  fields  of  creation  explored  by 
adventurous  science,  needs  nothing  more  than  the  unenlarged, 
unabridged  Book  of  inspiration  to  learn  what  is  to  him  the  one 
great  secret  of  the  universe — to  comprehend  all  that  he  needs  most 
to  know  of  the  mystery  of  mysteries.  And  if  living  messengers 
had  come  to  his  lowly  dwelling  from  all  worlds,  to  tell  him  the 
secrets  of  their  far  habitations,  and  to  fill  his  mind  with  all  that 
they  had  learned  in  the  long  journey,  they  could  not  all  tell  him 
anything  so  important  as  that  which  he  learns  without  their  help 
from  the  word  of  revelation.  And  therefore  to  him  the  sacred 
volume  has  so  much  of  light,  that,  with  the  most  unaffected 
earnestness  and  simplicity,  he  calls  it  the  plainest  of  all  books. 
And  yet,  just  as  truly  might  he  say,  it  is  the  most  mysterious. 
Much  as  it  reveals,  and  clear  as  it  makes  what  were  otherwise 
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immitigably  dark,  it  indicates  the  reality  of  much  more  that  it 
does  not  undertake  to  explain,  and  it  enlarges  our  comprehension 
as  if  only  to  show  us  how  little  we  can  know.  It  opens  a  longer 
vista  through  the  past  and  the  future  in  the  history  of  eternal 
providence,  only  to  show  that  no  finite  vision  can  comprehend  its 
utmost  extent.  Though  from  revelation  we  derive  the  only  sure 
and  satisfactory  solution  of  the  fearful  and  wonderful  problem  of 
our  own  being  and  everlasting  destiny,  still,  from  the  same  source 
we  derive  suggestions  for  further  inquiry,  and  incentives  to  still 
more  daring  speculat'on,  by  pursuing  which,  we  '*  find  no  end, 
in  wandering  mazes  lost." 

We  all  admire  the  humility  of  the  great  philosopher,  who, 
after  all  his  profound  investigations  and  discoveries,  seemed  to 
himself  but  as  a  child,  wandering  upon  the  sea-shore,  gathering 
here  and  there  a  shell  or  a  pebble,  while  the  great  ocean  of  truth 
lay  all  unexplored  beyond.  And  we  recognize  the  general  prin- 
ciple, that  humility  ever  accompanies  the  truest  greatness.  The 
influences  upon  which  we  can  permanently  rely  for  the  highest 
improvement  of  human  nature,  must  therefore  possess  a  twofold 
fitness  to  humble  and  to  e^alt.  And  this  fitness,  to  an  extraor- 
dinary degree,  we  find  in  the  Word  of  God.  Of  all  other  books, 
it  most  humbles  man,  and  at  the  same  time  exalts  him  most.  It 
strikes  a  mortal  blow  at  the  very  root  of  all  human  pride,. and 
yet  it  never  casts  down  to  enslave  or  to  crush,  but  to  exalt  and 
redeem.  It  shows  man  how  weak  and  worthless  he  is  in  himself, 
only  that  he  may  be  persuaded  to  lay  hold  on  infinite  strength 
for  his  helper,  and  perfect  righteousness  for  his  justification.  It 
exposes  the  vanity  of  the  fallen  creature  with  such  truthful  and 
terrible  severity,  that  he  cannot  find  even  an  apron  of  fig-leaves 
with  which  to  hide  his  shame ;  and  yet,  on  the  same  page,  it 
encourages  him  to  hope  for  unspeakable  glory,  and  honor,  and 
eternal  life,  and  even  now  to  maintain  a  dignity  of  character 
befitting  his  heirship  to  such  an  exalted  inheritance.  It  has 
made  some  of  the  greatest  and  best  men,  that  have  ever  lived,  so 
unutterably  dissatisfied  with  their  very  excellences  of  character, 
as  to  express  their  feeling  of  self-abasement  in  terms  of  loathing 
and  abhorrence.  And  yet  it  has  at  the  same  time  fitted  them  to 
hold  coequal  companionship  with  archangels,  and  to  walk  in 
holy  communion   with  the  Highest.     The  Bible  alone,  of  all 
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books,  tells  man  most  fully  what  an  imcomparable  excellency  of 
being  has  been  conferred  on  him  in  his  creation,  how  exalted  and 
infinitely  expansible  are  the  powers  which  compose  the  essential 
elements  of  that  being,  and  which  must  continue  to  live  and  act 
and  grow  by  action  forever.  Imagination,  in  its  boldest  flight 
when  uninstructed  by  revealed  truth,  dares  not  accord  such  a 
nobility  to  the  existence  and  destiny  of  man,  as  is  freely  given 
him  on  those  very  pages  of  inspiration  which  most  deeply  wound 
his  pride,  and  denounce  the  utter  nothingness  and  vanity  of  all 
his  selfish  and  ambitious  schemes.  And,  in  this  respect,  the 
inspired  text-book  takes  the  only  true  and  philosophical  course 
to  bring  its  intractable  pupil  to  appreciate,  and  justly  to  regard 
his  present  condition  and  his  endless  destiny.  He  must  be  hum- 
bled before  he  can  be  exalted.  He  must  be  emptied  of  his  vain 
pride  and  selfish  conceit,  before  true  wisdom,  nobleness  of  char- 
acter, can  find  any  place  in  his  mind. 

It  is  also  an  essential  requisite  in  the  influences  which  shall 
do  most  for  the  improvement  of  human  nature,  that  they  shall 
act  from  an  independent  and  external  source,  and,  while  they 
transfer  the  supreme  interest  of  the  human  heart  to  other  and 
higher  scenes  of  existence,  they  shall  yet  secure  the  most  minute 
and  faithful  regard  for  all  the  appropriate  duties  and  concerns  of 
earth  and  time.  And  this  condition  is  fulfilled  in  perfection  by 
the  Word  of  God.  The  Bible  is  the  book  which  stands  farthest 
aside  from  the  beaten  track  of  human  thought,  and  yet  is  best 
adapted  to  all  the  peculiarities  of  individual  minds,  and  to  all 
the  varying  opinions  and  exigencies  of  every  age.  However 
discursive  may  have  been  the  range  of  the  human  mind  in  any 
age,  among  any  people,  there  is  but  one  source  to  the  influences 
by  which  it  has  been  led  to  the  expression  of  such  thoughts,  and 
the  maintenance  of  such  principles,  as  are  found  in  the  Psalms 
and  the  Prophets,  in  the  Gospels  and  the  Epistles  of  the  sacred 
canon.  There  is  little  evidence  to  be  gathered  from  history,  that 
the  human  mind,  left  to  itself  for  however  many  centuries,  would 
have  ever  fallen  upon  such  trains  of  thought  as  are  presented  in 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  in  the  Saviour's  last  words  to  his 
disciples  on  tlie  night  of  his  betrayal.  And  although  the  influ. 
ence  of  Christianity  may  be  traced  more  or  less  distinctly,  in  all 
the  activities  of  the  age,  and  although  the  principles  of  its  divine 
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morality  have  been  written,  as  by  the  finger  of  God,  ojmd  the 
consciences  of  millions  who  live  in  practical  rejection  of  its 
authority,  still  the  Bible  stands  apart  from  all  human  productions 
as  much  in  its  originality  of  thought,  as  in  the  spirit  of  its 
instructions.  Its  grand  scheme  for  the  renovation  of  the  world, 
is  all  its  own.  Its  method  of  giving  power  and  acceptableness 
to  the  most  unwelcome  instructions,  is  all  its  own.  The  con- 
summation toward  which  it  aims,  in  assuming  to  be  the  sole 
permanent  constitution  for  the  reorganization  of  society,  and  the 
supreme  law  for  the  development  of  individual  life,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  any  schemes  or  inventions  of  man.  Redemption,  its 
one  great  theme, — its  most  original  and  dominant  thought,  even 
while  mingling  with  the  myriad  thoughts  of  men,  still  maintains 
its  purity,  originality  and  separate  aim ;  even  as  the  crystal 
stream  of  the  mountain  flowing  through  a  stagnant  lake,  marks 
its  whole  course  with  a  line  of  light,  and  issues  clear  upon  the 
other  side,  without  losing  itself  in  the  turbid  element  through 
which  it  passes. 

And  yet,  while  the  sacred  Word  thus  stands  apart  from  the 
beaten  track  of  human  thought,  it  discloses  a  perfect  adaptation 
to  all  the  new  and  various  exigencies  of  every  age,  to  the  indi- 
vidual peculiarities  of  every  mind,  and  to  all  the  minute  questions 
of  duty  which  arise  in  the  most  diverse  and  complex  relations  of 
society.  Whoever  comes  to  the  study  of  the  sacred  volume,  in 
earnest  to  discover  what  special  fitness  it  has  for  his  own  personal 
instruction,  on  subjects  of  the  greatest  possible  interest  to  his 
well-being,  will  be  constrained  in  the  end  to  say  from  a  full 
heart, — *  This  book  was  all  written  for  nw.*  However  perplexed 
and  wearied  may  be  any  honest  inquirer  for  the  lessons  of  truth 
and  the  way  of  duty,  he  never  turns  with  becoming  reverence  to 
the  heavenly  oracles  for  instruction,  without  seeing  light  for 
himself  in  the  light  of  revelation.  The  general  condition  of  the 
world,  the  usages  of  society,  and  the  current  opinions  among 
men,  have  greatly  changed,  in  some  instances  have  been  wholly 
reversed,  since  the  record  of  inspiration  was  completed.  And 
yet  the  more  thoroughly  and  intelligently  we  test  the  fitness  of 
the  Bible  to  be  made  the  leading  text-book  in  the  moral  instruc- 
tion of  all  classes,  the  more  evidence  do  we  gather  that  it  is  the 
book  for  the  time,  and  that  it  will  be  for  all  ages  and  all  nations 
of  men. 
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We  can  find  a  sufficient  justification  of  these  high  claims  for 
the  Bible  in  its  special  fitness  to  minister  equally  to  the  demands 
of  the  present  and  the  future.  For  while  it  draws  men  aside 
most  eflfectually  from  the  absorbing  interests  of  earth  and  time,  it 
secures  the  most  faithful  discharge  of  every  present  duty,  and 
the  most  full  and  grateful  improvement  of  every  temporal  bless- 
ing. It  enables  man  to  attain  a  sublime  and  invincible  indif- 
ference to  the  gains  and  the  losses,  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  this 
earthly  state,  by  fixing  his  most  cherished  hopes  upon  infinite 
and  eternal  riches  yet  to  be  secured.  Instructed  by  the  divine 
philosophy  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  superior  worth  and  perfect 
attainableness  of  endless  joys  in  the  future,  man  can  sincerely 
glory  in  the  loss  of  all  earthly  possessions,  in  the  disappointment 
of  all  earthly  hopes.  And  yet  again  there  are  no  precepts  of  mo- 
rality, there  are  no  laws  of  the  state,  which  can  equal  the  Scrip- 
tures in  making  men  observant  of  every  present  obligation,  and 
wise  for  the  improvement  of  every  earthly  advantage.  Where- 
ever  the  Bible  is  received  and  read  with  believing  and  obedient 
hearts,  there  multiply  the  peaceful  homes  of  a  prosperous  and 
happy  population.  There,  all  the  ties  of  kindred  and  of  country 
are  most  sacredly  observed.  There,  everything  which  contributes 
to  the  comfort  and  embellishment  of  private  life,  is  increased  a 
hundred  fold.  There,  the  earth,  wrought  by  the  hand  of  intelli- 
gent and  persevering  toil,  brings  forth  most  abundantly  to  fill 
the  store-house,  and  to  gladden  the  heart  of  man.  There,  the 
mightiest  forces  and  the  most  intractable  materials  in  nature, 
are  made  to  toil  for  man  by  the  cunning  compulsion  of  inventive 
art  From  thence  riches  and  blessing  fiy  forth  to  all  lands  and 
return  again  with  added  worth,  upon  the  white  wings  of  a  world- 
surrounding  commerce. 

There  is  but  one  Book  in  the  world  of  which  the  half  of  all 
this  can  be  told  in  respect  to  its  influence  in  securing  temporal 
prosperity  to  man.  And  it  is  the  same  Book  upon  whose  instruc- 
tions alone  man  can  rely,  for  the  ultimate  attainment  of  a  pros- 
perity which  shall  be  limited  in  degree  only  by  the  extent  of  his 
faculties,  and  which  shall  be  measured  in  duration  only  by  his 
own  immortal  being. 


22 

Bey.  RuFUS  Ellis^  of  Boston,  offered  the  following  : 

Re8olvedt  That  in  an  age  and  land  marked  by  a  singular  abundance  of 
cheap,  popular  literature,  it  is  especially  incumbent  upon  Christians  to 
scatter  the  Book  of  books  fiar  and  wide,  to  put  it  under  the  eyes,  and  pren 
it  upon  the  notice  of  crery  father  and  mother,  and  young  man  and  maiden, 
within  our  borders. 

Mr.  Ellis  said,  I  have  sometimes  thought,  Mr.  President,  that 
those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  criticizing  the  age,  and  who  make 
great  complaint  of  its  absorption  in  material  pursuits,  its  devo- 
tion to  the  mechanic  arts  and  to  mercantile  enterprise,  to  the 
building  of  factories,  railroads,  steamships,  and  the  like,  do  not 
always  fully  realize  what  an  advantage  has  been  gained  for  the 
mind  and  heart  by  the  newly  acquired  skill  of  the  hands.  Fore- 
most amongst  the  machines  so  much  abused,  yet  so  much  desired, 
we  see  the  Printing  Press ;  and  we  may  well  bear  in  mind,  that 
if  it  is  occupied  in  one  building  in  putting  forth  the  mammoth 
journal  of  Trade,  in  the  very  next  building,  perhaps,  it  is  giving 
us  the  whole  Word  of  God,  at  the  rate  of  a  copy  for  every  three 
moments,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  ability  of  the  press  in  the  New 
York  Bible  House.  That,  Sir,  I  think,  even  Baruch,  the  Scribe, 
would  acknowledge  to  be  an  improvement  over  the  best  and  the 
most  skilful  of  copyists.  We  have  divine  authority  for  the 
statement  that  the  children  of  this  world  are  wiser  in  their 
generation  than  the  children  of  light ;  may  we  not  trust  that  the 
balance  is  not  now  so  entirely  in  favor  of  the  less  deserving 
party  ?  And  yet,  even  more  of  their  wisdom  is  needed  ;  for  it 
becomes  plainer  every  day,  in  this  busy  world,  that  if  we  would 
save  men's  souls,  we  must  make  a  business  of  it  in  a  good, 
earnest  way.  Now  it  is  worth  noting,  that  the  wisdom  of  this 
generation  consists  largely  in  this  ;  that  its  children  understand 
and  adapt  themselves  to  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  world 
in  which  they  live, — they  do  not  through  day-dreams  and  unceas- 
ing retrospection  always  live  in  the  past,  continually,  a  few  years 
at  least,  behind  their  contemporaries ;  they  keep  their  eyes  and 
their  ears  open  to  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the  streets  through 
which  they  are  passing ;  they  do  not  gather  the  signs  of  the 
times  out  of  musty  folios  ;  they  read  them  over  the  doors  of  the 
shops,  into  and  out  from  which  the  living  wave  is  forever  passing. 
They  do  not  pound  lustily  at  some  nail  which  is  stuck  fast  in  a 
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knot ;  they  strike  the  nail  that  will  go ;  that  or  none  at  all.  If 
they  have  goods  to  sell,  and  n)en  will  not  come  and  buy,  they 
send  after  purchasers,  by  the  multitude  of  advertisements,  mak- 
ing a  daily  proclamation  to  thousands  of  ears,  intercepting  the 
way  to  our  doors  by  their  handbills,  leaving  no  occasion,  what- 
ever, for  the  plea  of  ignorance.  Now,  Sir,  what  the  friends  of 
religion,  as  it  is  taught  by  God  in  the  Bible,  need,  is  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  world  they  live  in,  and  a  hearty  zeal  to  adapt 
their  methods  to  the  special  exigencies  of  time  and  place, — 
knowledge  of  what  is  going  forward  in  the  great  crowd, — the 
^irity  the  taste,  the  favorite  occupations  of  the  multitude  at  any 
given  time.  And  when  we  pass  the  great  book  establishments  in 
our  cities,  and  see  the  masses  of  literature  piled  up  as  one  might 
pile  bales  of  cotton  and  linens  in  the  warehouses,  ready  to  be 
rolled  along  the  rail  to  distant  states,  when  wc  hear  that  often  the 
demand  outruns  the  supply,  and  that  the  press  scarcely  rests  day 
or  night,  we  may  well  realize  the  importance  of  the  question. 
Does  the  Bible  go  wheresoever  the  Legion  of  books  goes  ?  Is  it 
not  plain  that  all  is  lost,  if  that  does  not  keep  even  pace  ?  When 
one  thinks  of  the  mass  of  vile  stuff  heaped  up  in  the  depots  of 
cheap  literature  in  city  and  village,  in  every  corner  where  there 
b  but  a  score  of  reading  eyes,  where  the  schoolmaster  has  been 
even  but  a  short  time ;  when  we  think  of  the  deadly  poison, 
gross  or  subtle,  which  these  bo«ks  so  often  administer  to  the 
unwary,  how  entirely  fitted  many  of  them  are,  to  sap  the  soul, 
and  plunge  it  into  hell ;  what  comfort  can  we  find  save  in  the 
thought  that  this,  and  similar  agencies,  are  scattering  far  and 
wide  the  seed  of  the  Divine  Word — that  seed  which  hath  the 
promise  ?  I  am  aware.  Sir,  that  the  persons  who  are  specially 
drawn  to  the  light  literature  of  the  day,  and  who  would  not  be 
likely  to  supply  themselves  with  the  greatest  and  best  of  books, 
•re  not  persons,  who,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  would  take  up 
the  blessed  volume  when  it  chanced  to  lie  within  their  reach. 
But  it  should  be  there,  waiting  the  good  time  of  God.  I  would 
strive  to  imitate  in  this  work  the  large  profusion  of  Him  who 
worketh  hitherto  in  the  natural  world.  I  would  have  no  stint- 
ing, no  unwise  parsimony.  That  great  Hand,  in  whose  hollow 
we  are  all  held,  scatters  upon  the  wings  of  the  winds  the  germs 
of  plants  without  number,  and  only  a  portion  of   them  ever 
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develope  into  herb  and  tree ;  but  the  Sacred  Providence  seems 
resolved  upon  this,  that  there  shall  be  enough ;  that  what  we 
call  waste  is  better  than  that  there  should  be  any  lack.  Some- 
how, through  some  process  or  other,  I  would  be  sure  that  the 
young  man  or  young  woman  who  has  just  purchased  at  the  book- 
stall a  work  of  fiction  which  will  certainly  do  no  good,  and  may 
do  much  harm,  should  find  in  the  room  at  the  boarding-house  a 
fair  and  legible  copy  of  the  great  Book  of  all.  For  one  in  a 
score — for  one  in  a  hundred,  there  may  be  a  time  when  that 
Book  of  Life  will  find  its  opportunity  ;  it  is  worth  the  while  that 
it  should  be  there  waiting  for  that  time,  even  as  the  Lord  waiteth 
year  after  year,  at  the  door  of  a  human  heart.  The  time  may 
come  when  that  book  which  has  reposed  upon  the  table  undis- 
turbed for  many  long  months,  may  be  the  occasion,  under  His 
providence  who  gave  it  to  the  world,  of  changing  the  current  of 
the  human  heart  forever.  Taken  up  in  some  moment  of  weari- 
ness and  despondency,  when  the  burden  and  mystery  of  life 
weigh  heavily  upon  the  heart,  that  blessed  Spirit  which  proceed- 
eth  evermore,  as  of  old,  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  will  pour 
light  upon  the  page  and  gather  it  into  a  radiant  point  upon  some 
promise  of  guidance  and  of  rest.  There  are  many  things  whicl\ 
cannot  be  left  to  the  natural  laws  of  supply  and  demand ;  the 
distribution  of  the  Bible  is  one  of  them.  It  must  be  found,  like 
its  Great  Giver,  of  those  who  sought  it  not.  It  must  make  its 
appeal,  if  not  like  wisdom  at  the  corners  of  the  streets,  and  at 
the  entering  in  of  the  cites,  yet  wherever  men  are  inclosed  by 
the  firm  walls  of  a  house,  or  by  the  floating  walls  of  a  ship. 
And  what  a  blessed  thing  it  is.  Sir,  that  we  have  a  Sacred  as 
well  as  a  Satanic  press ;  that  we  can  use  for  good,  what  so  many 
are  using  for  evil ;  only  let  us  multiply  Bibles  with  the  same 
earnestness  that  is  manifested  by  so  many,  in  multiplying  books 
of  pernicious  tendency,  and  we  are  doing  something  to  good 
purpose,  on  the  right  side ;  we  are  using,  at  least,  one  mighty 
instrument,  defensive  and  offensive,  in  the  war  that  goes  forward 
to-day  as  ever,  between  God  and  the  devil.  And  let  me  add, 
Sir,  though  it  may  be  only  by  the  way,  that  there  is  great  wisdom 
in  the  method  practised  by  the  Society  of  placing  Bibles  in  the 
way  of  the  traveller,  in  the  lodging-rooms  of  inns  and  the  saloons 
of  steam-boats.     Travelling  is  a  sore  trial  to  human  virtue. 
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There  are  many  who  are  safe  enough  amidst  the  restraints  of 
home,  but  who  have  no  root  in  themselves,  and  are  an  easy  prey 
to  temptation  when  once  they  are  cut  adriil  from  their  moorings. 
Even  the  sight  of  the  Sacred  Volume  may  make  such  more 
thoughtful ;  and  if  it  should  so  come  about,  that  for  lack  of  occu- 
pation, they  open  the  book  and  read,  they  may  take  it  up  with 
a  freshness  of  attention,  and  a  freedom  from  ail  associations  of 
formality  that,  under  God,  may  lead  to  an  interest  in  the  volume 
which  they  have  never  felt  before. 

This,  then,  is  a  plain  duty  to  our  age,  to  cast  this  bread  from 
heaven,  far  and  wide,  though  it  be  upon  the  waters — it  will  surely 
find  us,  though  many  days  may  come  between  the  sowing  and 
the  reaping. 

I  know.  Sir,  that  there  are  those  to  whom  this  book  of  the 
Word  seems  perilous,  a  portion  of  the  very  literature  against 
which  we  would  provide  an  antidote,  and  accordingly  a  place 
has  been  given  to  it  in  the  famous  Index  Expurgatorius  of  the 
Romish  Church.  One  cannot  help  asking  what  if  we  should 
establish  such  an  Index  in  our  land,  and  place  the  Douay  Bible, 
the  Romish  translation  of  the  Scriptures,  upon  it  ?  Is  toleration 
to  be  all  on  one  side  ?  But  letting  that  pass,  so  far  as  there  is 
any  hazard,  I  am  willing  to  incur  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  good 
that  must  flow  from  the  freest  possible  diffusion  of  the  Word  of 
God,  without  any  note  or  comment  whatsoever.  In  the  long  run 
the  perils  are  trifling,  the  gain  incalculable.  Every  good  thing 
is  liable  to  be  abused,  and  it  is  the  poorest  possible  argument  to 
conclude  from  the  abuse  against  the  use  of  a  thing.  Of  course, 
a  skeptical  intellect  will  find  a  vast  deal  in  the  Bible  to  perplex 
and  stagger  it,  to  feed  doubts,  and  so  it  will  in  nature  and  life, 
only  without  the  relief  which  revelation  affords.  The  Book  sent 
forth  by  this  Society  may  be  made  the  jeer  of  the  scorner.  It  is 
not  claimed  that  it  is  a  panacea,  solely,  in  all  circumstances  able 
to  convert  and  sanctify ;  there  must  be  other  agencies,  the  spoken 
word  of  the  preacher,  the  example  of  the  Christian,  the  influence 
of  the  present  Spirit  of  God  ;  but  it  holds  a  chief  place  of  power, 
it  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  and  to  minds  and  hearts,  in  any 
degree  prepared  to  profit  by  it,  it  is  laden  with  blessings.  In  its 
more  ancient  portion,  remember,  it  is  a  book  which  St.  Paul  had 
in  mind  when  he  recalled,  with  grateful  joy,  the  fact  that  his 
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young  convert  Timothy  had  from  a  child  been  instructed  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures ;  and  as  to  its  later  portions,  it  is  for  the  most 
part  made  up  of  words  that  were  published,  in  the  streets  and 
villages  of  Judea,  by  the  blessed  Lord,  or  sent  by  the  Apostles  to 
be  read  in  the  assemblies  of  Christians.  Shall  we  keep  them 
from  the  ignorant  and  unstable,  lest  they  wrest  them  to  their 
destruction  7  Shall  we  keep  them  shut  up,  and  so  encourage  the 
thought  that  they  will  not  bear  the  light ;  or  shall  we  bestir  our* 
selves  to  instruct  and  establish  the  ignorant  and  unstable,  that 
they  may  see  the  glory,  worth  and  efficacy  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
be  profited  by  what  they  read  ?  There  is  no  other  than  the 
latter  way,  none  other,  we  may  be  sure,  in  this  nineteenth  cen* 
tury,  when  the  floodgates  are  up,  and  men  are  bent  upon  proving 
all  things. 

Let  them  have  the  Bible,  show  them  that  it  is  all  which  it 
claims  to  be,  let  it  speak  for  itself,  let  one  part  explain  and  limit 
the  other  ;  let  them  have  the  whole,  not  extracts,  not  beauties  of 
the  Scripture,  but  the  Old  Family  Bible,  and  in  the  long-run 
plain  men,  reading  with  the  wisdom  of  the  heart,  taught  by  the 
experience  of  life,  awed  by  its  deep  mysteries,  chastened  by  its 
sorrows,  will  find  it  quick  to  enlighten  and  comfort  and  redeem. 
Let  them  have  the  whole,  from  Genesis  to  Revelation,  from  the 
glory  of  creation  to  that  latter  day  glory,  in  which  heaven  and 
earth  are  blended,  beyond  the  power  of  our  poor  eyes  to  discern 
between  them, — the  whole,  because  in  a  grand  sense  the  Book  is 
one,  a  history  of  our  race  under  God,  not  a  dry  body  of  divinity, 
but  the  tale  of  human  life,  in  all  its  conditions,  from  the  throne 
of  the  king  to  the  cabin  of  the  slave. 

It  begins  at  the  beginning,  with  that  era  whose  story  is  writ- 
ten nowhere  else  save  upon  the  rocks  and  in  the  deep  places  of 
the  earth.  It  dwells  with  mournful  sweetness  upon  the  time 
when  man  was  joined  to  God,  and  had  no  will  save  His,  and 
knew  no  sin.  It  goes  with  him,  poor  prodigal,  into  his  far-off 
land  ;  it  abides  with  him  through  the  long  years  of  darkness,  a 
gleam  of  light,  through  the  long  years  of  wickedness,  a  promise 
of  better  days  and  a  heavenly  kingdom ;  it  prays  for  him  in 
psalms  which  are  the  litanies  of  nations  ;  it  pleads  against  him, 
for  him,  through  the  warning  lips  of  prophets,  the  divinely  com- 
missioned reformers  of  the  land  ;  it  gains  the  highest  point  of 
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autbority  and  power  as  the  utterance  of  him  whose  words  were 
all  given  to  him  of  God.  It  is  not  an  abstract  lesson.  It  goes 
forth  under  the  stress  of  human  life,  from  hearts  burned  almost 
to  ashes  with  the  fires  of  passion  and  penitence,  from  the  lips  of 
holy  confessors  and  martyrs,  singing  psalms  out  of  their  prison 
houses.  It  b  the  book  for  the  philosopher,  unless  he  be  a 
shallow  one,  some  fool,  puffed  up  with  a  little  science  to  say  in 
his  heart  there  is  no  God.  It  is  a  book  for  plain  men,  eager  not 
now  to  pry  into  hidden  things,  but  to  hear  sure  promises  and 
clear  precepts,  and  willing  to  take  for  the  rest  the  assurance 
thai  the  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him,  I  said 
the  Family  Bible,  and  let  it  have,  shielded  on  either  side  by  the 
covenants,  the  record  of  the  family  life,  births  which  religion 
alone  can  make  beautiful  and  hopeful,  unions  which  he  who  was 
present  at  the  marriage  feast  in  Cana  of  Galilee  must  consecrate, 
deaths  which  lose  their  terrors  only  when  we  read  of  Him  who 
went  not  up  to  joy  save  through  that  dark  passage. 

The  time  comes  when  the  heart  asserts  its  rights  against  a 
narrow  and  shallow  understanding,  against  all  the  confusions,  to 
which  even  honest,  earnest  men  are  liable.  There  is  a  striking 
illustration  of  this  in  what  is  narrated  of  the  closing  moments  of 
the  life  of  the  English  author,  Sterling.  A  man  of  fine  intellect 
and  earnest  spirit,  he  had  become  entangled  in  the  web  which 
some  indefatigable  spiders  have  spun  in  the  halls  of  learning, 
and  his  Christian  faith  seems  to  have  been  in  a  measure  ob- 
scored.  His  earthly  work  was  ended,  his  days  were  numbered, 
and  he  was  looking  forward  into  what  to  the  human  eye  seems 
so  oflen  the  **  Great  Darkness."  His  soul  craved  consolation, 
some  holy  living  thought  to  strengthen  itself  withal,  and  they 
asked  him,  "  What  book  shall  we  read  to  you  ?  **  His  answer 
was  significant  enough.  **  Read  to  me,"  said  he,  **  from  the 
Bible  which  I  used  amongst  the  poor  cottagers  in  Herstmon- 
ceux,"  where  he  had  once  served  as  a  curate.  His  heart  re- 
curred not  to  any  finely  i^un  theories,  but  to  the  plain  Scrip- 
tures, which  as  he  spake  them  had  wrought  so  mightily  upon 
the  hearts  which  are  richest  in  faith.  And  it  must  be  that 
Bible  too,  for  doubtless  he  recalled  some  hallowed  time,  when, 
kneeling  in  some  poor  cabin,  by  the  side  of  some  humble,  dying 
saint,  he  had  felt,  through  the  power  of  the  Word,  the  presence 
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of  the  ever-living  Redeemer.  That  was  the  bright  spot  in  his 
life,  to  which  the  man  of  learning  and  infinite  speculation  came 
back,  and  he  chose  to  pass,  borne  upon  the  melody  of  the 
Saviour's  words,  into  open  vision.  And  is  it  not  an  impertinence 
to  read  any  other  book  in  the  hearing  of  the  dying  ? 

Let  the  Bible  then  go  with  the  great  tide  of  civilization. 
And  that  we  may  be  stirred  to  this,  let  us  use  all  diligence  to 
make  it  prized  at  home.  I  fear  that  some  of  our  households 
take  overmuch  care  of  their  Bibles.  The  velvet  and  the  gcAd 
indeed  befit  the  precious  volume,  yet  how  much  more  beautiful 
is  the  book  carefully  kept  but  worn  with  daily  use,  and  wet  with 
tears, — such  a  book  as  our  pious  fathers  read  to  their  households 
every  day  of  a  long  life,  in  joy  and  in. sorrow,  when  marriage 
revellers  filled  the  house,  and  when  it  was  shrouded  for  the  dead. 
Our  young  men  and  maidens  must  be  again  reminded  that  this 
too,  is  a  book  profoundly  exciting,  a  record  of  heroism ;  that 
here,  too,  deep  calleth  unto  deep ;  that  they  are  grossly  untaught 
unless  they  have  learned  the  lessons  of  Sinai  and  Calvary  ;  that 
their  pretensions  to  culture  are  idle  unless  they  have  studied 
and  again  studied  Isaiah  and  Job ;  that  they  lack  still  the  key  to 
this  mystery  of  living  and  sinning  and  loving  and  repenting  and 
dying,  unless  they  have  learned  of  that  disciple  who  leaned  upon 
the  Master's  breast,  and  has  revealed  to  us  the  depths  of  that 
heart  where  the  tides  of  human  and  divine  love  were  myste- 
riously blended.  With  these  poor  words  upon  a  theme  which 
beggars  all  human  speech,  I  leave  the  Resolution  in  your  hands. 

His  Excellency,  Emory  Washburn,  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth,  made  the  closing  address.  We  regret  that 
we  can  present  his  eloquent  remarks,  to  which  the  audience 
listened  with  deep  interest,  only  in  substance  : — 

Apologizing  for  his  being  there,  because  a  layman,  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  been  told  that  he  must  speak,  and  that  he 
owed  the  honor  to  his  official  position,  the  Governor  set  forth  the 
indebtedness  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Bible,  and  illustrated  and 
enforced  the  position,  that  no  State  can  be  truly  free  if  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  holy  book  do  not  prevail  therein.  Without  the 
moral  police  of  that  volume,  there  would  not  be  police  enough 
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of  any  other  kind  to  insure  order  and  government  in  a  free 
Commonwealth.  Destitute  of  the  Bible,  Massachusetts  could 
not  exist  as  a  free  State  a  single  day.  He  argued  that  there  was 
no  time  when  the  Bible  was  not  wanted ;  and,  appealing  to  his- 
tory, showed  that  attempts  to  blot  out  its  trutlis,  to  deny  its  prin- 
ciples, had  been  attended  with  disastrous  consequences.  To 
exemplify  the  good  influence  and  vitality  of  the  Scriptures,  he 
referred  to  recent  experiences  of  his  own,  when  on  a  tour  in 
Europe.  The  spot  where  Gibbon  resided,  near  Lake  Leman, 
where  be  wrote  the  close  of  the  "  Decline  and  Fall,"  and 
attempted  to  set  aside  Christianity,  was  now  a  hotel,  one  of  the 
rooms  of  which  had  on  its  door,  **  This  is  a  Depot  of  the  Bible," 
and  in  that  room  he  found  a  copy  of  the  English  Version.  In 
further  elucidation  of  his  position,  he  sketched  the  marked  con- 
trast between  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  Cantons  of  Switzer- 
land,—so  greatly  in  favor  of  the  latter, — and  described  especially 
what  the  preaching  of  the  Bible  had  done  for  Geneva.  In  con- 
clusion, he  maintained  the  necessity  for  renewed  exertions  for 
carrying  forward  tbe  beneficent  work  of  this  and  its  kindred 
societies. 

After  the  usual  Doxology  and  the  Benediction,  the  meet- 
ing was  dissolved. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 
PREVIOUS  TO  ITS  INCORPORATION. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being  read 
from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  and 
was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz  : — 


THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons  in- 
habiting within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of.  the 
sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less  than 
fiily  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without  being 
obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three  per- 
sons, to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCOKPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Maagachuaetts. 

WTiereas,  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others  ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives f  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same.  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abie! 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible 
Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Sec.  2.     Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phil- 
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lipSy  and  others  abovenamed,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and 
remain  a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Legislature,  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they 
may  alter  at  pleasure ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of 
taking  and  receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  be- 
nevolent purposes  of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of 
lands  and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations, 
bequests,  and  subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be 
used  and  improved  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid,  pro- 
vided the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  said 
Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
ddlars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may 
sae  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint  an 
agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
sobstitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of  the 
newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of 
the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society^  May  26,  1851,  the 
following  By-Laws  were  adopted : — 

ARTICLE   I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  **  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  caimot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE    II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE    YI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    YII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  report  shall  be  had  and  con- 
sidered before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of  Trus- 
tees, for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    YIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting  shall 
be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days  before 
the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one  news- 
paper in  Boston. 

ARTICLE   IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.     Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  afler  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Deposi- 
tory,— each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  persons. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  (1.00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current ,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 

BT  TIBTUB  OP  A  OONTBIBUTION  OP  TWBNTT  DOLLAJLB  AKD  UPWARDS. 


*Adam8,  John  Quincy,  Quincy. 

*Appleton,  Samuel,  Boston. 
Appleton,  Williaro,    ^ 
Atwood,  John  W.,  Chatham, 

Btrtlett,  Thomas,  Boston. 

Bayley,  Robert,  JVewburyport. 

Bod  well,  Rev.  J.  C,  Frcamngham. 
*Bond,  Georp^e,  Boston. 

Bowers,  Luke  K.   " 

Bowers,  Mrs.  Cara  H.,  Boston, 

Brackett,  James,  Quincy. 

Braman,  Rev.  Isaac,  Georgetown 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  Reading, 
^Bromfield,  Elizabeth,  Boston. 
'Brooks,  Peter  C. 

Brooks,  Peter  C,  Jr. 

Brown,  Joseph,  Groton. 


Chase,  Hezekiah,  Lynn. 
Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Boston, 
Clapp,  John  C.  « 

•Cobb,  Richard,  « 

Cobb,  Jacob,  Mington. 

^Codman,  Charles  R.    Boston. 
Codman,  Mrs.  Catharine,  ** 
Coolidge,  Joseph,  " 

Crosby,  Mrs.  Rebecca,     " 
Cttshman,  Geo.  H.,  JV.  BridgtwY 

Dana,  Samuel,  Boston. 
Davis,  Alvah  M.,  Haverhill. 
Dix,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Boston, 
Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Harvard. 
Dodge,  Mrs.  Ann  S.     ^ 
Dorr,  John,  Boston. 
Dow,  Josiah,    ** 
*Dowse,  Edward,  Dedham. 


Eager,  William,  Boston. 

Eaatbum,  Rt  Rev.  Manton,  ** 
Eaton,  Eben,  Framingham. 
Eaton,  William  J.,  ffestboro'. 


*EIiot,  Samuel,  Boston, 
Eliot,  Samuel  A.  '' 
Elwell,  Robert, 
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Fearing,  Albert,  Boston, 
Ford,  Rev.  George,  Groton. 
Ford,  Thomas  A.,  -AT.  BridgewW. 
Ford,  Mrs.  Eliza  C.  " 

Fosdick,  Samuel  W.,  Groton. 
Fosdick,  Miss  Mary,        ** 
Francis,  Ebenezer,  Boston. 


Gale,  Rev.  Wakefield,  Rockport, 
Gale,  Mrs.  Wakefield,       *' 
Gale,  Justin  Edwards,        " 

*Gibbs,  Mrs.  Mary,      Boston. 
Gordon,  Solomon  J.        *^ 
Gordon,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  ** 
Gott,  J.  R.,  Georgetown, 
Gray,  Francis  C,  Boston, 
Gray,  Henry,  •♦ 

Gray,  Horace,  " 

Gray,  John  C.  " 

Green,  J.  S.  Copley,  " 

*Grew,  John,  " 

^Hammatt,  Mrs.  Mary,  Boston, 

Hawes,  Cynthia,  Wrtnlham. 

Hawkes,  Miss  Lydia  E.,  &  Read- 

Hay  ward,  Elias,  Braintree,  [ing. 

Heard,  John,  Ipswich, 

Higginson,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boston. 

Hildreth,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Groton. 

Hill,  Henry,  Boston, 
♦Holmes,  Rev.  Abiel,  Cambridge. 

Holmes,  Miss  E.  A.,  Andover, 
*How,  James,        Boston. 
*Howe,  John,  " 

Hovey,  George  O.    " 
*Hyslop,  David, 
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Jackson,  James,  Boston. 
Jackson,  Patrick  T.  " 
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Johnson,  Mn.  S.  W.  FamUngton^ 
Joy,  Mrs. Abigail,  J3o«ton.  [JsT.H. 

Keep,  N.  C.  Boston. 

•Knowles,  Rev.  James  D.  '* 
Knox,  Mrs.  S.,  Rock  Island^  lU, 

^Lawrence,  Amos,  Boston, 
Lawrence,  Mrs.  M.  A.,  Groton, 
Leach,  Simeon,  JV*.  Bridgetoater, 
Locke,  Ephraim,    Boston, 
Lowell,  Rev.  Charles, " 
Lyman,  Rev.  George,  Sutton. 

Marston,  William,  Boston, 

•McKean,  WiUiam,      « 

•McLean,  Mrs.  Ann,    " 
Means,  Mrs.  John  O.,  Medtoay. 
Mills,  Rev.  C.  L.,  AT,  Bridgew'r, 
Mills,  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.    «« 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Fanny  L.,  Boston, 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Hardunck, 
Mixter,  Mrs.  S.  E.,  Rock  Isl,  10, 

Nason,  Rev.  Elias,  JVatick, 
*Newell,  Montgomery,  Boston, 
Norcross,  Josiah,  5.  Reading, 
Nurse,  Daniel,  West  Mtdway, 
Noyes,  Alva,  JV.  BridgetoaUr. 

Palmer,  Rev.  Stephen,  Nudham, 
♦Parker,  John,  Bosion, 

Parker,  Mrs.  Sarah,  ^ 

•Parkman,  Rev.  Francis,    " 
♦Parkman,  Samuel,  ** 

Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah,       " 
•Parsons,  Gorham,  " 

♦Parsons,  William,  " 

Partridge,  Joseph,  HoUtston, 
♦Perkins,  James,    Boston, 
•Perkins,  James,  Jr.     " 
•Perkins,  Thomas  H.  " 

Peters,  Edward  D.     " 

PhilUpe,  Mrs  Sally,  ^ 


•PhilUps,  WUliam,  Boston. 

Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  " 
♦Prescott,  William,     " 

Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Georgdown. 


Rice,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.,  Boston, 
Rice,  Mrs.  Henry  A.  " 

Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Beverly, 
Richardson,  Benj.  P.,  Boston. 
Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.       " 

♦Robbins,  Edward  H.  « 
Rockwood,  John,  Groton. 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  JN'.BridgewaUr. 

♦Rogers,  Rev.  Wm.  M.,  Boston. 

•Salisbury,  Samuel,  Boston. 
Sargfent,  L.  M.  ^ 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.  " 
Shaw,  Mrs.  Hannah,    ^ 

♦Sigoumey,  Andrew,     ** 
Sigoumey,  Henry, 

♦Smith,  Samuel, 
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Tappan,  John,  Boston. 

•Walley,  Samuel  H.,  Boston. 
Wakefield,  Miss  C,  Reading. 
Ward,  Artemas,  Boston. 

Welch,  John,  " 

Weld,  James,  " 

Wendell,  Mrs.  Catharine,  " 
Whitcomb,  Reuben,      Harvard. 
Whitcomb,  Reuben,  Jr.       " 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Abby  F.    « 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D.    ** 
Whitcomb,  Miss  Mary  M.    ^ 

♦White,  James,  Boston. 

Wiggles  worth,  Thomas,       '* 
WUd,  Daniel,  •« 

Winthrop,  Robert  C.  " 

♦Winthrop,  Thomas  L.  « 

Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  Sutton, 
Worthington,  William,  Boston. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Beceipts  from  Hay  1,  1853,  to  Hay  1, 1864. 


DONATIONS. 
Annual  Subscriptions  of  Memben,     . 


$782  00 
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SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  Ebscz  Street, 

Rev.  Dr.  Blagden,  Old  South,      . 
Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  East  Boston, 
Rey.  Mr.  Dexter,  Pine  Street, 
Rey.  Mr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon,     . 
Rer.  Mr.  Richards,  Winter  Street, 
Rer.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street, 
•*  Rey.  Dr.  Waterbury,  Bowdoin  Street, 

M.  £.  Church,  North  Russell  Street,     . 
M.  £.  Church,  East  Bennington  Street, 
Hedding  M.  £.  Church,        .... 
EpiBCopal  Mission  for  Seamen, 
Mr.  James  M.  Whiton,  (1  l.  k.  a.  b.  s.) 
Mrs.  Henry  A.  Rice,  (1  l.  m.) 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Wilson,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Mr.  Luke  K.  Bowers,  (2  l.  m.) 
William  R.  Lawrence,  (a.  b.  s.)    . 
George  Smith,  2,00 ;  Mrs.  McLoud,  1,00,     . 
A  Friend,  10,00 ;  do.  5,00 ;  do.  5,00,    . 
**       A  Friend,   3,00 ;  do.  3,00  ;  do.  3,00,     . 
Chelsea,  Broadway  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  . 
Ml  BeUingham  M.  £.  Church,     . 
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$129  37 

107  39 

47  72 

21  83 

234  19 

148  80 

143  02 

90  00 

17  52 

8  02 
10  00 

5  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
40  00 

150  00 

3  00 

20  00 

9  00 
70  00 

6  50 

$1,851  86 


M.) 


«< 
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ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Andorer,  Rev.  Henry  B.  Holmes,  (1  l.  m.)  • 

•*        Miss  Sarah  W.  PhiUips,  (1  l.  k.  in  part) 
Beverly,  Washington  St  Cong.  Church  and  Soc,  (2  l. 
Boxford,  Society  of  liev.  Mr.  Coggin,  . 
Danvers,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fletcher, 
(Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l. 
Gloucester,  Thank-o£fering  of  a  Mother, 
Hamilton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Haverhill,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis,  2 ;  Mr.  Moses  Welch,  1 
Centre  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Alfred  Kittredge,  (2  l.  m.)     . 
Ipswich,  South  Parish,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
L3rnn,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Cooke, 

*'     South  Street  M.  £.  Sabbath  School,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.) 
Manchester,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor, 
Marblehead,  First  Church  and  Society, 
Methuen,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b, 

**        Joseph  How,  (1  L.  M.  a.  b.  s.) 
Newbury,  Byfidd,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tenney, 
Newburyport,  Whitefield  Church  and  Society, 

Society  of  Rev.  T.  D.  Fiske,  (2  l.  x.  a.  b.  b.) 
Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell,  (I  l.  m.) 
Rockport,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gale,  (4  l.  m.)      . 
Rowley,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pike,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)     . 
Salem,  Crombie  Street  Church  and  Society, 

**      Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Emerson,    .... 
Topefield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Wenham,  " 

West  Newbury,  West  Parish, 


« 


«< 


i< 


« 
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20  00 

3  00 

40  00 

25  00 

16  00 

68  65 

10  00 

25  05 

3  00 

109  78 

50  00 

46  00 

159  79 

57  47 

19  50 

93  00 

47  70 

30  00 

12  62 

19  22 

78  90 

38  13 

104  00 

68  15 

48  37 

62  62 

24  88 

26  00 

7  70 

$1,299  48 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Ashby,  Orthodox  Cong.  Ch.  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.  a  bal.)  20  00 

Cambridge,  Harvard  Street  M.  E.  Church, 10  25 

Charlestown,  Thomas  O.  Selfridge,  Com'd'r  U.  S.  N.  (1  l.  m.)     .  20  00 

**            Winthrop  Church  and  Society,       .        .        .        .  83  25 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (5  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)    •        .        .        •  160  00 

Framingham,  Hollis  Evangelical  Society,  (2  l.  m.)        .        .        .  52  25 

Groton,  Union  Orthodox  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (4  l.  m.)     .  98  83 

•*       Mrs.  Mary  Woodbury,  (2  l.  m.) 40  00 

HoUiston,  A  Friend,  dying  bequest, 2  15 

"        Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tucker 74  00 

**        M.  E.  Church,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 80  00 

Hopkinton,  Society  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Webster, 58  60 
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Lincoln,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Littleton,  "  ••  "... 

Lowell,  Mr.  Hanover  Dickey,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  h.) 

•«       St.  Paul's  M.  E.  Church,  66,00 ;  Worthen  Street 
Church,  35,00 ;  (1  l.  d.  a.  b.  s.  in  part,) 
Ifarlborough,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Melrose,  M.  £.  Church, 

Natick,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

"        Calrin  Leland,  (1  l.  m.)   . 
Fq^^perell,  Evan.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Beading.  Miss  Clymena  Wakefield)  (1  l.  m.) 
Sherborne,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Shirley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
South  Reading,  Miss  Lydia  Hawkes,  (1  l  m.) 

••  "        Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)   . 

Stoneham,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sudbury,  ••  "  •* 

Tewksbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a 
Wayland,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,   .... 
West  Cambridge,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Horton,     . 
Westford,  Union  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Winchester,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  (4  l  m.  a.  b.  s.) 


M.  £ 


B.  8. 


16 

30 

3  75 

30 

00 

101 

00 

35 

00 

5 

00 

61 

64 

30 

00 

37 

36 

20 

00 

21 

00 

2 

00 

20 

00 

40  00 

6 

00 

20  00 

39 

25 

19 

38 

34 

00 

19 

00 

139 

00 

$1,343  01 


WORCESTER  COUXTY. 

Charlton,  Society  of  Rev.  John  Havon^ 15  07 

Ktchburg,  Religious  Charitable  Society,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)             .  90  21 

Har?ard,  Mr.  Reuben  Whitcomb,  (7  l.  m.  2  l.  d.  a.  b.  s.)    .  600  00 

*'        Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .        .        .  21  38 

Leicester,            "                 "                   "        (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  ».)     .  43  71 

Leominster,        "                 "                   " 29  85 

Lunenburg,        **                 "                   **        (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.  bal.)  15  50 

Millbary,  Society  of  Rev.  N.  Beach 27  54 

Phillipston,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Perkins, 21  00 

Pxinoeton,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wickes, 39  39 

Rojalston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society 77  51 

SoothbOTOugh,  Pilgrim  Church  and  Society,  16  43 

Sutton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  40  00 

Uzbridge,  Evan.        **                "                   "        (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  60  00 

Webster,                    "                "                  "      ....  16  30 

Westboro',     "           "                "                  "        (Il.m.).  138  38 

Whitinsville,  Northbridge,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  8.)  115  00 

Wmchendon,  North,                «        «              ••   .        .        .        .  8  25 

Worcester,  Ichabod  Washburn,  Esq 25  00 

$1,400  52 
6 
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HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst,  North  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Bclchertown,  Benevolent  A85iociation, 

Hadlcy,  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Plainville  School  District,  Monthly  Concert,  . 


ft 


50  00 

70  00 

27  00 

3  00 

$150  00 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Hampdkn  County  Bible  Society. — James  Bretoer,  2d,  Sprin^ld,  Tr. 
Donations,  details  not  reported, $847  19 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 
Franklin  County  Bible  Society. —  William  Elliot,  Greenfield, 
Ashfield,  Gent's  Assoc,  in  Cong.  Soc.  13,78—21,00 ;  Ladies,  22,72  ; 

Bcmardston,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  6,25  —  8,75,    . 
Buckland,         "  **  *•        (I  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Charlemont,  Ist  Church  and  Society,  by  Dr.  S.  Bates,  Treas.  5,50  ; 
Ladies'  Assoc'n  in  do,  10,42 ;  Mias  Mary  Steams, 

Boston,  2,00 

East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
West,  Ladies'  Benev.  Asso.  in  1st  Cong.  Society, 
Conway,  Congregi^tional  Church  and  Society,       .... 
Dcerfield,  Orthodox  Cong.    *•  "  by  Rev.  Mr.  Ives, 

«*        South,  Ist     **        "  "  12,57—1,25, 

Gill,  Orthodox  •«        "  f«      by  Rey.  Mr.  Brooks, 

GrecnF-ld,  2d  "        "  "      53,22 ;  W.  T.  Dayis, 

5.00  ;  Orren  Ripley,  50c 

Ilawley,  East,  Cong.  Church  and  Soc.,  Rey.  H.  Seymouir,  pastor, 

"        West,  Individual, 

Heath,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  17,37—21,00, 
Levcrett,  ••  •«  •«  .... 

Montague,  1st      **  "       (1  i"  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Northfield,  Trinitarian  Society, 

Shelbume,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.,  Gent's  Asso.  26,76  ;  Ladies, 
William  Hanson,  2,00  ;  Individual,  1,00,    . 
Falls,  Young  Ladies  in  the  Academy, 
Sunderland,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  38,81—1,50,   . 
Warwick,  Trinitarian  Society 
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21,09 


57  50 

15  00 

43  23 

17  92 

18  95 

8  20 

84  61 

18  00 

18  82 

6  98 

58  72 

16  28 

3  00 

38  37 

19  56 

41  36 

2  60 

47  85 

3  00 

75 

40  31 

7  00 

$563  01 
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NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Bnintree,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  (1  l.  m.)     . 

"  Union  Chiurch  and  Society,  .... 

Dedham,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Burgess,         .... 
Dorchester,  2d  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  163,00  ;  Miss  Jane  M.  Uamil 

ton,  (1  L.  H.  A.  B.  8.)  30,00 

Brookline,  Harvard  Cong.  Church  and  Society,    . 
Foxborough,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)    . 
Franklin,  "  "  " 

Medway,  Society  of  Rev.  J.  O.  Means,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Village,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Sanford,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
2d  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Needham,  West,  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 

Randolph,  First  Parish, 

**         Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Russell,        .... 
Roxbury,  Eliot  Church,  75,69  ;  Mrs.  Charles  Bradford,  2,Q0  i 
Weymouth,  North,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Emery,  . 
Wrentham,  Society  of  Rev.  W.  L.  Ropes,    .... 
Mias  Cynthia  Uawcs,  (1  l.  m.)   . 
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25  00 

25 

36 

52  52 

103 

00 

79 

23 

00  50 

07  50 

69 

75 

60 

00 

33 

10 

10 

39 

32  08 

100  98 

77  09 

20  38 

25 

10 

25 

00 

$993  58 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 
Fall  River,  Central  Cong.  Church  and  Society,     . 


$80  57 
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PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Pltmouth  County  Bible  Society. — J,  IL  LmjuU  Esq.,  Plymouth, 

Abington,  Ist  Cong.  Church  and  Society,    . 
Jacob  Cobb,  (1  l.  m.)   . 
East,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Walker, 

"      Harvey  Torrey,  Esq.,  (2  l.  m.) 
North,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  White, 
Winghftm,  Evan.  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 
Hanover, 
Hanson, 
Marshfield, 

Middleborough,  Lakeville,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cliapman, 

ist  Parish,  (a.  b.  s.)     . 
l^ouT  Comers,  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 
North  Bridgewater,  Porter  Evangelical  Society,  (8  l.  m.) 
Plymouth,  Mrs.  Gordon,  (1  l.  m.) 

"  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Babcock, 
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37  40 

20 

00 

U 

26 

60 

00 

14 

94 

8 

75 

3 

00 

2  00 

5 

00 

13 

00 

35 

39 

12 

00 

1G3 

51 

20 

00 

5  79 

$415  04 


34  62 

28  12 

17  00 

6  00 
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BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

BAUNbTAKLE  Cou.NTY  BiHLE  SociETT.— />ca.  John  Mwiive,  BanuttMft  TV. 

Barnstable,  Ccntre^ille,  Cong.  Cliurch  and  Society,      .        .        .        20  73 
Dennis,  •*  "  "     (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  h.) 

Cliatham,  ♦•  "  "    (I  l.  ii.)    . 

Uarwich,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  to  circulate  the  Bible  in  Italy, 
Wellfleet,  South,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,        .... 

f 106  47 


MISCKLLANEOUS    DONATIONS. 

Bennington,  N.  II.,  Mrs.  Deborah  \Vhittemore,    ....  6  00 

Conway,  N.  H.,  Mrs.  Betnoy  Douglass,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)       .        .  30  00 

Derry,  N.  H.,  Xehemiah  Choate,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  b.)        •        «        •  30  00 

Farmington,  N.  II.,  Williain  F.  Johnson,  (1  i..  m.)  .  .  .  20  00 
Ilenniker,  N.  H.,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Society,  (a.  h.  s.)  18,12  ;  Ijadics* 

l^ncv.  Asso.  37,00,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  r.)           ....  55  12 

Nashua,  N.  H.,  IHmothy  Whittcmore,  (2  l.  m.  a.  n.  s.)        .        .  60  00 

Plainfield,  Ct.,  Cong.  Church  and  Society 22  41 

RocheHter,  111.,  Juvenile  Society,  15,00 ;  Sabbath  School  Class  of 

Miss  £.  Rogers,  1,00, 16  00 

Tlietford,  Vt.,  Ist  Cong.  Church  and  Soc.,  (2  l.  m.  a.  n.  8.  bal.)  .  50  00 

Searsport,  Me.,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Blanchard, 2  00 

**  Erro  Mainensis," 5  00 

$295  53 


I.KOACY. 

Med  way,  Mb.,  Mis.  Klizaboth  Baxter,  by  Jos.  L.  lUchardson,  Ex'r.     $70  00 
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ANNUAL   REPORT. 


In  presenting  the  record  of  another  year,  we 
recognize,  at  the  outset,  the  good  Providence  that 
has  spared  the  lives  of  the  officers  of  this  Society, 
and  of  so  many  of  its  members  and  patrons.  Some, 
who  rest  from  their  labors,  have  left  gratifying  evi- 
dence both  of  their  high  estimate  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  of  their  confidence  in  this  instrumentality  for 
their  circulation. 

There  have  been  issued  from  the  depository,  dur- 
ing the  year,  15,651  Bibles,  and  29,157  Testa- 
ments ;  making  a  total  of  44,808.  Of  these, 
43,227  were  in  the  English,  and  1,581  in  various 
foreign  languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  been  2,975  Bibles, 
and  3,351  Testaments;  making  a  total  of  6,326 
Bibles  and  Testaments.  Of  these,  5^732  were  in 
the  English,  and  594  in  foreign  languages. 

They  have  been  appropriated  as  follows : — To 
seamen^  2,149;  to  city  missions,  1,055;  to  Sab- 
bath and  other  schools,  694 ;  to  public  institutions 
and  public  houses,  426;  to  destitute  families  and 
individuals  in  Massachusetts,   1,492;   and  the  re- 
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maining  510,  abroad.  The  total  issues  of  the  year 
exceed  those  of  the  previous  year  by  9,283. 

The  income  of  the  Society  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  has  been  ;jf2 1,204  67;  of  which  were 
from  donations,  legacies,  and  annual  subscriptions, 
;8f9,644  04;  from  sales,  ^10,611  18;  returned  for 
books  granted,  ;^27  85 ;  from  interest  and  divi- 
dends, ;^  1,021  50.  The  amount  in  the  treasury  at 
commencement  of  the  year,  was  ;8f2,127  55;  mak- 
ing the  total  available  means,  ;g23,332  12. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been  as 
follows  : — For  Bibles  and  Testaments,  ;5f  14,670  99 ; 
donations  to  the  American  Bible  Society,  03filO  ; 
rent,  insurance,  water-tax,  and  repairs,  ;^178  75; 
wrapping  paper,  twine  and  stationery,  ;gf53  03; 
printing  and  advertising,  ^48,80  ;  freight  and  post- 
age, ;S>152  86;  fuel  and  incidental  expenses,  ;^26  85; 
printing  annual  report,  ;^78  78 ;  commissions  for 
collecting  annual  subscriptions,  ;^58  ;  services  of  J. 
Hood,  agent,  ;^247 ;  salary  of  general  agent,  de- 
pository agent,  and  assistant,  ;^2,320 ;  traveling 
expenses  of  general  agent,  ;$262  04 ;  opening 
chapel,  04,;  total,  ;gf2 1,7 11  10;— leaving  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  for  future  use,  of  ;jf  1,621  02. 

The  total  receipts  are  about  the  same  as  those  of 
the  previous  year,  though  the  contributions  from  the 
churches  have  considerably  diminished. 

The  Recording  Secretary  and  General  Agent, 
Rev.  D.  BuTLEB,  has  visited  the  cities  and  towns 
of  the  Commonwealth  as  heretofore,  presenting  the 
cause  where  he  has  had  access,  and  endeavoring  to 


excite    an   increased  interest  both  in  the  possession 
and  the  distribution  of  the  sacred  volume. 

The  fact,  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  our  pecu- 
niary means  comes  from  the  congregations  which 
he  is  privileged  to  visit,  renders  us  more  than  ever 
desirous  that  similar,  or  at  least  equally  eflfective 
measures,  be  resorted  to,  throughout  the  churches 
and  denominations  which  are  represented  on  the 
platform,  and  in  the  councils  of  this  Society. 

In  accordance  with  intimations  in  our  last  report, 
agents  have  been  employed — Mr.  Hood  in  Plymouth 
County,  and  Mr.  Twombly  in  Essex  North — to  visit 
every  family  within  their  respective  limits,  and 
ascertain,  and,  so  far  as  may  be,  to  supply,  either 
by  sale  or  gift,  every  case  of  destitution. 

Mr.  Hood  reports  that  he  has,  thus  far,  visited 
4,572  families,  of  which  317  were  without  a  Bible, 
*  200  of  these  being  foreign ;  160  had  imperfect 
copies,  and  130  refused  to  receive.  The  number 
of  Bibles  gratuitously  furnished  was  253,  and  of 
Testaments,  225.  His  sales  amounted  to  704  Bibles 
and  1,342  Testaments.  *'  Copies,"  says  the  Agent, 
"were  found,  old,  torn,  dirty,  or  out  of  binding, 
whole  books  gone,  and,  in  some  instances,  the 
leaves  shuffled  together  and  tied  with  a  string,  like 
a  bundle.  Their  owners  were,  some  in  middle  life, 
some  younger,  but  many  sixty  and  seventy  and 
eighty  years  old  and  upward.  Those  that  were 
able  and  willing,  paid  for  their  Bibles,  in  whole  or 
in  part ;   to  others  they  were  given." 

Mr.  Twombly  reports  the  whole  number  of  fami- 
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lies  visited  by  him  at  4,259 ;  families  destitute, 
807  ;  Irish  families,  728,  of  which  latter  16  already 
had  Protestant  Bibles ;  Protestant  families  supplied 
gratuitously,  83;  of  Irish,  173;  amount  of  sales, 
;Sf335  87 ;  of  gifts,  ;S(109  64.  Most  of  the  Irish 
families  who  refused  the  Bible  assigned  no  other 
reasons  than,  "  Our  clergy  would  not  like  it ; " 
'^  Our  Bible  is  the  first  Bible  and  the  best  Bible  ; " 
^^  Our  religion  is  the  first  and  the  true  religion." 
Many  of  the  Roman  Catholic  families,  who  re- 
ceived the  Bible,  manifested  much  joy  when  it  was 
presented  to  them. 

We  confidently  hope  and  expect  that  this  sys- 
tematic visitation  and  distribution  will  continue,  till 
not  a  family  in  the  State,  willing  to  possess  the 
sacred  volume,  is  destitute  of  it. 

Our  sales  would  unquestionably  be  greater,  had 
we  a  more  spacious  and  accessible  depository.  The 
National  Society, — thanks  to  the  liberality  of  its 
friends, — is  provided  with  an  edifice  all  that  could 
be  desired,  and  without  abstracting  a  dollar  from  its 
ordinary  resources.  The  loan  which  was  necessary, 
in  addition  to  the  munificent  contributions,  will  very 
soon  be  paid  out  of  the  rent  of  rooms  not  needed 
by  the  Society.  Shall  not  our  own  equally  urgent, 
but  far  more  limited  wants,  receive  an  equally 
hearty  and  spontaneous  response  from  this  com- 
munity ? 

To  supply  Massachusetts  however,  important  as 
is  the  undertaking,  cannot  be  the  measure  of  our 
responsibilities.      The   gospel,  and   the    book  that 


contains  it,  are  for  the  world.  "  He  that  believeth 
shall  be  saved,"  and  "  How  shall  they  believe  in 
him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ? "  Wide  as 
has  been  and  is  the  destitution,  it  may  cheer  us  to 
remember  that  upwards  of  forty  millions  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  have  already  been  distributed  to 
meet  it.  As  new  doors  open,  they  are  entered. 
Under  an  overruling  Providence,  civil  dissension  and 
political  revolution  are  proving  pioneers  and  auxili- 
aries in  this  cause. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  during 
its  late  jubilee  year,  resolved  to  furnish,  with  the 
least  practicable  delay,  one  million  copies  of  the 
Chinese  New  Testament  for  distribution  in  that 
empire.  The  separate  and  distinct  funds  proposed 
and  raised,  for  that  and  kindred  objects,  ^^  includ- 
ing," says  the  Report,  **  the  willing  offerings  of  old 
and  young,  rich  and  poor,  from  the  Queen  upon  the 
throne  to  the  Sunday  school  child,  as  also  from 
people  of  every  color  and  of  every  rank,  in  foreign 
countries,  and  in  distant  lands,"  already  exceed 
;8f600,000. 

War  itself  has  become  a  herald  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  Among  the  vast  materiel  and  enginery 
poured  weekly  into  the  Crimea  from  Western 
Europe,  is  not  forgotten  "  the  sword  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  the  word  of  God."  At  a  late  Bible  meet- 
ing at  Constantinople,  the  British  Ambassador, 
Lord  Stratford  de  Redcliffe,  who  presided,  reminded 
the  assembly,  that  it  was  "when  Napoleon  was 
near  the    zenith  of  his  day,  and  England  was  at 
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war  with  almost  every  nation  of  Europe,  that  the 
thought  was  first  conceived  of  sending  the  Bible  to 
every  country  of  the  world." 

In  the  ancient  centre  of  that  oriental  metropolis, 
"  fronting  one  of  the  largest  edifices,  may  be  read  a 
sign  in  five  different  languages,  proclaiming  to  every 
passer-by  that  the  Bible  is  here  publicly  sold  to  all. 
A  neat  room  within  is  filled  with  Bibles  and  relig- 
ious books  in  sixteen  different  languages,  ready  to 
be  scattered  throughout  the  East." 

The  agent  of  our  own  National  Society,  armed 
with  his  pass  from  Lord  Raglan,  amid  the  cannon- 
ade of  beseigers  and  beseiged,  has  visited  the  camps 
around  Sebastopol,  entered  the  tents,  sat  with  the 
soldier  in  the  trench,  bent  over  the  suffering  and 
dying,  gained  admittance  to  the  prisoners ;  his 
knapsack  his  unfailing  attendant,  its  treasures 
opened  and  explored  and  dispensed,  amid  weeping 
eyes,  and  out-stretched  hands,  and  hearts  too  full 
to  give  adequate  expression  to  their  gratitude. 

Evidently  prophecy  is  advancing  towards  its  ful- 
fillment. He  whose  right  it  is  shall  reign.  The 
stone  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  is  to 
fill  the  world.  The  least  of  all  seeds  is  strengthen- 
ing into  the  tree,  that  shall  strike  deep  its  roots  and 
spread  wide  its  branches,  till  the  nations  lodge  under 
the  shadow  of  it. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Forty-Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Massachusetts  was  held  in  the  upper  vestry  of  the  Central 
Church,  Boston,  on  Monday,  May  28,  1855.  The  Report 
of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  accepted.  The  Annual 
Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  presented  by  the 
Chairman,  and  the  reading  thereof  postponed  to  the  pubUc 
meeting.  Rev.  Mr.  Richards  presented  the  Report  of  the 
Trustees  upon  the  disposal  to  be  made  of  the  Phillips  and 
Blackman  Legacies  now  loaned  to  the  American  Bible  Soci- 
ety, which  subject  had  been  referred  to  them  at  the  last 
Annual  Meeting.  The  Report  was,  in  substance,  that  by  the 
terms  of  the  several  bequests  the  principal  must,  in  each 
case,  be  retained  as  a  permanent  fund ;  and  the  interest  only 
of  the  same  appropriated  to  the  objects  of  this  Society. 

On  motibn  of  Samuel  May,  Esq.,  the  following  vote  was 
passed : 

Whereas  our  present  accommodations  for  the  deposit  and  distriba- 
tion  of  the  Bible,  though  centrally  situated,  are  wholly  inadequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  Society,  requiring  applicants  to  climb  up  to  a  second 
story,  often  difficult  to  the  aged  and  feeble ;  holding  our  position,  too, 
as  we  do,  as  tenants  at  will,  and  liable  to  be  removed  at  short  notice, — 

Voted,  That  the  Trustees  be  requested  to  procure,  as  early  as  may 
be  practicable,  a  suitable  Building  or  House  for  our  permanent  occu- 
pancy, whence  the  calls  upon  us  may  be  supplied  more  conveniently 
to  applicants,  and  our  operations  be  more  distinctly  brought  into  pub-' 
lie  view. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 

The  members  of  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  church. 
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where  the  public  services  of  the  Anniversary  were  held. 
The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered  by  Eev.  Joseph 
C.  Stiles,  D.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  Ct  The  President,  Hon. 
Richard  Fletcher,  then  addressed  the  assembly  as  follows : 

The  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  on  this 
their  forty-sixth  anniversary,  have  renewed  occasion  for  grat- 
itude for  the  blessings  of  the  past  year.  Sustained  by  a  kind 
Providence,  and  encouraged  by  tokens  of  public  favor,  the  Soci- 
ety has  been  busy  in  its  appropriate  field  of  duty,  casting  its 
bread  upon  the  waters.  We  meet  to-day  under  circumstances 
highly  auspicious,  and  our  meeting  is  favored  with  the  presence 
of  eminent  gentlemen,  who  are  here  kindly  to  lend  us  their  aid, 
and  to  encourage  us  on  our  way.  Though  our  anniversary 
brings  with  it  no  announcement  of  new  and  startling  events, 
yet  there  are  great  and  enduring  truths  connected  with  the  work 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  which  lose  none  of  their  interest  by 
the  lapse  of  time. 

The  business  of  this  Society  is  simply  the  distribution  of  the 
fiible.  The  object  it  seeks  to  accomplish  is,  to  put  into  every 
hand,  and  bring  under  every  eye  within  the  sphere  of  its  opera- 
tions, the  sacred  Scriptures.  It  distributes  this  venerated  fiook 
as  alone  the  standard  of  faith  and  practice,  and  the  authentic 
record  of  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  the  religion  we  profess. 
Careful  and  laborious  research  has  given  us  assurance,  that 
amidst  the  revolutions,  changes  and  perils  of  ages,  the  fiible  has 
come  down  to  us,  with  its  primitive  purity  and  integrity  in  no 
essential  degree  impaired.  Its  history,  from  age  to  age,  in  the 
tumults  and  conflicts  of  the  world,  the  rise  and  fall  of  nations, 
and  the  shifting  scenes  of  human  affairs,  has  been  marked  by 
many  striking  and  impressive  events.  Originating  among  an 
obscure  people,  some  portions  of  it  of  greater  antiquity  than  any 
other  writings  which  have  come  down  to  us,  it  is  now  steadily 
making  its  way  to  every  portion  of  the  globe,  and  seems  des- 
.  tined  ere  long  to  be  read  in  every  language,  and  by  every  people 
in  the  earth.  It  claims  for  itself  a  divine  origin  ;  it  promulgates 
a  pure  and  elevated  and  noble  morality ;  it  exhibits  a  perfect 
pattern  of  moral  excellence ;  it  teaches  man  his  relation  to  his 
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Maker  and  to  his  fellow  man,  and  his  duties  growing  out  of 
those  relations.  It  comes  to  us  associated  with  the  memories  of 
good  and  holy  men  in  every  age.  Multitudes  have  clung  to  it 
with  a  reverence  and  affection  which  no  terrors  and  no  tortures 
could  overcome.  Multitudes  have  shown  the  strength  of  their 
faith  in  it,  and  their  love  for  it,  by  the  cheerful  sacrifice  of  their 
lives. 

About  half  a  century  ago,  the  attention  of  men  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  was  directed  to  the  fact  of 
the  scarcity  of  copies  of  the  Bible.  There  were  then  four  mil- 
lions of  copies  for  the  thousand  millions  of  inhabitants  of  the 
world.  Since  that  time  the  number  of  copies  has  been  increased 
more  than  tenfold.  There  are  now  some  fifty  millions  of  copies, 
rendered  into  about  one  hundred  and  fif^y  different  languages 
and  dialects ;  so  that  the  Christian  Scriptures  can  now  be  read 
in  the  language  of  perhaps  three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth. 

The  last  fifty  years  have  presented  no  grander  spectacle  than 
the  vast  operations  of  the  various  organizations  and  agencies 
for  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  Bible.  The  Bible 
House  and  the  Bible  Warehouse  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  form  a  nobler  exhibition  than  the  Crystal  Palace 
and  the  World's  Fair.  That  Society's  field  of  distribution  is  the 
world.  Our  own  more  limited  and  appropriate  field  is  our 
own  Commonwealth. 

Just  one  hundred  years  before  the  settlement  of  Massachu- 
setts, Mexico  was  settled  by  some  of  the  noblest  spirits  of  Spain 
in  her  best  days.  Their  objects  of  pursuit  were  wealth  and 
fame  and  power.  That  country  has  many  natural  advantages 
much  superior  to  our  own;  but  it  has  not  enjoyed  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  Bible.  What  now  is  the  condition  of  Mexico  ?  The 
Puritan  settlers  of  Massachusetts  brought  the  Bible  with  them 
in  the  Mayflower.  That  was  the  object  dearest  to  their  hearts. 
They  sought  not  gold,  not  fame,  not  power,  but  a  home  where 
they  could  live  and  worship  according  to  the  teachings  of  that 
book,  and  die  reposing  on  its  hopes  and  promises.  The  Bible 
was  their  counsellor  and  guide,  at  all  times  and  in  all  things,  and 
they  lefl  it  as  a  rich  legacy  to  their  children.     What  now  is  the 
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condition  of  Massachusetts?  Our  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
our  free  schools,  our  noble  charities,  our  happy  civil,  social, 
literary,  moral  and  religious  institutions,  all,  all  come  from  the 
Bible.  Surely,  in  this  favored  State  there  should  be  no  one  des- 
titute of  that  book.  This  should  be  emphatically  and  eminently 
the  land  of  the  Bible.  To  this  end  this  Society  is  doing  what 
it  can.  Something  of  its  doings  the  last  year  will  appear  by  the 
Report  which  will  now  be  read. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read 
by  its  Chairman,  Rev.  George  Richards.  The  Report  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  President  then  introduced  Rev.  T.  F.  R  Mercein,  of 
New  York,  who  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  : — The  Resolution  which,  with  your  permis- 
sion, I  would  submit  this  adernoon,  is  as  follows  : 

Reaolvedt  That  beneath  the  long  delay  of  the  universal  diffiiaion  of  the 
Bible,  we  see  lines  of  preparation  now  converging  to  its  speedy  consum- 
mation. 

The  chemist  who  attempts  to  calculate  the  result  of  introduc- 
ing various  elements  into  the  human  system,  from  experiments 
made  in  the  marble  mortar  or  the  crystal  tube,  is  rebuked  for 
his  oversight  of  a  principle  which  he  cannot  introduce  into  his 
laboratory — the  principle  of  life,  holding  in  abeyance  laws  seem- 
ingly as  absolute  as  any  nature  has  decreed.  The  Christian 
who  grounds  his  expectations  of  the  success  of  moral  causes 
and  his  faith  in  the  divine  purpose,  upon  what  appears  to  be  the 
natural  and  legitimate  result  of  such  attributes  and  such  instru- 
mentalities as  are  introduced  into  this  world's  history,  will  find 
that  he  is  mistaken  ;  that  there  are  hidden  principles  at  work — 
in  the  heart  of  man,  a  strange  perversity — in  the  divine  econ- 
omy, a  strange  reverence  for  human  freedom,  and  a  shrink- 
ing from  overriding  or  ignoring  any  secondary  contingencies. 
Viewed  apart  from  this  consideration,  Qod's  purposes  and  agen- 
cies have  met  continual  failure.  Nearly  twenty  centuries  of 
opportunity  have  slowly  rolled  away  since  Jesus  declared,  **  All 


16 

power  is  given  unto  me,  in  heaven  and  on  earth ;  "  and  not  one- 
twentieth  of  the  earth's  population  have  yet  owned  his  power, 
or  received  his  gospel.  But  looking  back  with  reference  to 
these  principles  of  administration,  we  find  no  longer  a  weak  or 
a  capricious  delay,  but  a  gradual  and  unavoidable  preparation 
for  the  final  and  rapid  evolution  of  the  perfected  church. 

Here,  and  to-day,  we  may  indeed  take  it  as  an  axiom,  that  divine 
Revelation,  entire,  but  alone  in  its  entireness — read,  or  declared 
by  hearts  that  have  felt  its  power — is  the  only  medium  of  the 
world's  recovery.  It  is  well  to  look  back  over  the  ages  of  delay, 
and  see  how  the  long  tuition  of  eighteen  centuries  has  barely 
sufficed  to  demonstrate  it  to  the  world — once  for  all. 

For,  simple  as  a  once  learned  truth  appears,  it  is  only  by  per- 
sonal experience  of  the  fallacy  of  any  error,  that  individuals  or 
communities  are  firmly  grounded  in  that  truth.  There  were 
two  great  errors  in  regard  to  the  Word  of  Qod,  into  which  the 
church  was  liable  to  fall,  and  two  alone — one,  the  error  that 
adds  to  the  Word  ;  the  other,  the  error  that  takes  away.  Or  to 
generalize  from  another  point  of  view,  the  first  danger  is  from 
the  attempt  to  correct  the  Revelation  by  the  aid  of  the  practical 
wisdom  of  man  ;  the  second,  from  an  endeavor  to  correct  it  by 
his  speculative  wisdom-— one  deserting  the  Bible  through  expe- 
diency, the  other  through  false  philosophy.  The  one,  in  type, 
is  Romanism ;  the  other.  Rationalism. 

Now,  whenever  a  divine  revelation  is  communicated  for  the 
first  time,  one  of  these  two  perversions  is  sure  to  occur.  If  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  were  to-day  entrusted  to  any  tribe  on 
earth,  a  few  centuries  would  witness  the  development  of  these 
alternatives,  rapid  and  striking  in  proportion  to  the  vigor  of  the 
national  mind.  It  was  so  with  primitive  Christianity.  It  could 
not  keep  its  faith  in  simple  revelation.  It  sought  to  attach  the 
traditions  and  superstitions  of  the  masses  to  its  creed ;  it 
invented  unsanctioned  pageantry  to  captivate  the  senses ;  for  a 
momentary  purpose,  it  suspended  the  everlasting  moral  law. 
God  gave  twelve  centuries  for  the  full  exhibition  of  the  mystery 
of  that  iniquity,  and  the  horrified  church  drew  back  in  terror 
from  the  abyss.  Turning  from  the  law  and  the  testimony  to  a 
mere  hun^an  sagacity,  the  infatuated  church  had  withdrawn  the 
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Bible  from  priest  as  well  as  pec^Ie,  and  the  muffled  tones  of 
truth  could  hardly  be  distinguished  through  the  multiplying  folds 
that  bandaged  her  lips.  Then  the  full  fruits  of  that  error  were 
tested — in  go?ernment,  despotism ;  in  society,  licentiousness ;  in 
morals,  perjury;  and  in  religion,  blasphemy — until  not  a  tie 
that  bound  man  to  God,  or  man  to  man,  but  it  was  boldly  cut  in 
sunder,  or  frayed  by  continued  rasping  until  it  yielded  at  the 
slightest  touch.  The  Reformation  of  the  sixteenth  century 
was  the  reaction  from  the  folly  of  human  additions  to  the  word 
of  God. 

But  still  another  danger  awaited  an  untried  church — the  trial 
of  its  faith  in  the  conflict  of  reason — the  speculative  reason — 
with  revelation.  And  herein  lies  the  danger  especially  of  any 
age,  cultivated  and  reacting  from  the  old  superstitions.  Two 
things  mark  a  distinction  between  the  early  conflicts  of  reason 
and  faith,  and  the  modern  warfare,  in  that  the  later  philosophy 
had  itself  grown  up  amid  Christian  institutions,  and  therefore 
brought  no  opposition  except  the  abstract  and  spontaneous  objec- 
tion ;  and  in  that  our  modern  philosophy  is  reduced  to  a  more 
scientific  and  exhaustive  form,  and  thus  has  brought  to  bear  its 
highest  and  completed  forces  of  elimination  and  expurgation. 
Well ;  God  has  given  us  the  experiment,  as  yet  more  briefly,  but 
equally  significant.  The  error  is  too  deadly,  and  the  world  too 
far  advanced  in  perceptive  power,  to  need  so  long  a  trial  as  of 
the  former  error.  This  scheme  has  found  that  the  expurgated  gos- 
pel has  lost  its  holy  energies.  It  has  found  that  however  lightly 
many  a  seeming  myth  or  ornate  addition  has  floated  from  the 
brow  and  around  the  form  of  Revelation,  yet,  when  these  are 
shorn  away,  their  theory  goes  out  to  rouse  itself  to  the  conflict — 
and  is  like  any  other  fable.  And  the  church  has  seen,  and  does 
see  it,  that  in  all  this  inevitable  drilling  away  into  mere  natural 
religion,  there  is  utter  weakness — a  weakness  that  dares  not  go 
out  boldly  into  the  ancient  forms  of  error  and  degradation,  and 
reap  the  harvest;  but  gleaning  along  the  path  of  the  Bible, 
gathers  its  feeble  sheaves,  and  breaks  the  half-cut  stalks  already 
cleft  by  an  ignored  system.  This  new  philosophy  may — let  it  be 
conceded — it  may  polish  the  rough-hewn  statue  :  it  has  no  speU 
to  call  it  from  its  native  rock. 
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Now,  it  has  e?er  been  God's  method  to  discipline  a  section 
of  his  people  into  a  great  truth,  and  through  them  to  give  it 
to  the  entire  world.  Thus  the  Hebrew  nation  learned  its  lessons 
even  for  us.  And  so  the  Christianity  of  the  past,  like  the  Jew- 
ish tribes,  passed  into  a  bitter  captivity,  that  it  might  come  forth, 
scarred  and  bruised  and  humbled,  but  chastened  out  of  fatal 
errors.  The  church  comes  out  from  captivity  under  the  mys- 
tical Babylon,  with  a  lesson  burned  into  her  very  soul.  The 
Bible  alone  and  entire,  is  her  motto— its  laws  inflexible,  its 
agencies  adequate  in  any  crisis.  Until  the  church  had  gained 
this  wisdom,  any  extension  of  her  domain  or  of  the  Bible,  was 
only  to  multiply  the  area  of  error  and  discipline,  and  slow 
tuition.  It  was  useless ;  for  before  a  pure  Bible,  heathenism 
yields  more  rapidly  than  a  corrupted  church.  Look  back,  then, 
along  the  ages,  and  tell  me  when,  until  this  nineteenth  century, 
has  the  church  been  prepared  to  stand,  shrinking  from  the  abyss 
of  traditionalism  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  the  profound  of 
rationalism  on  the  other — looking  with  like  distrust  on  the 
clumsy  incrustations  with  which  one  error  blunts  her  weapon, 
and  the  attenuated  feebleness  into  which  the  other  files  it  down  ; 
waiting  for  any  foe,  leaning  on  the  naked  sword  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  the  Word  of  God !  That  long  tuition  will  save  every 
continent  and  every  after  age  the  error  and  the  correction. 

I  shall  not  dwell  upon  the  preparation  for  the  multiplication 
of  the  Bible  by  the  press,  because  it  is  not  until  these  two  great 
prejudices  against  the  simple  Word  are  met,  that  its  diffusion 
could  result  in  a  pure  and  growing  Christianity.  But  you  will 
observe  further,  that  however  abundantly  the  store  of  sacred 
volumes  might  accumulate,  and  however  the  church  may  be  pre- 
pared to  save  the  incoming  nations  from  her  own  bitter  experi- 
ences of  error,  yet  one  more  precaution  is  demanded  before  they 
can  be  expected,  amid  increasing  culture,  to  receive  the  Bible 
at  all.  That  precaution  is  the  removal  of  every  external  objec- 
tion to  the  genuineness  and  authenticity  of  this  message  from 
the  Almighty.  Just  in  proportion  to  the  intellectual  activity 
with  which  it  has  filled  the  age,  will  be  the  severity  of  the  crit- 
icism with  which  its  claims  shall  be  tested.  A  jealous  scrutiny 
of  the  credentials  of  an  ambassador  from  Jehovah,  is  but  a 
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tribute  of  respect  to  the  King  of  kings  himself;  and  it  were 
natural  to  presume,  that  before  the  general  proclamation  to  the 
human  race,  God  would  permit  its  scrutiny  by  a  court  of  inquiry 
on  which  the  world  might  rely,  and  from  which  it  might  receive 
a  complete  digest  of  every  cavil  and  every  argument.  And  has 
it  not  been  thus?  Has  not  a  century  of  laborious  investigation 
in  the  great  academy  of  modern  learning  attested  both  the  reli- 
ability of  the  word  and  the  providence  of  God  ?  The  work  was 
one  of  anticipation,  for  a  period  not  yet  arrived,  of  general 
knowledge  and  questioning  and  independent  thought  As  yet 
the  world  lay  dormant.  The  latent  power  of  steam  was  hid 
beneath  the  silver  stream  or  the  blue  ocean ;  the  fiery  touch  of 
science  had  not  yet  evoked  its  form  of  misty  grandeur,  that,  like 
the  genii  of  Arabian  tales,  with  its  single  hand  lifled  the  weight 
of  labor  that  was  crushing  nine-tenths  of  the  human  race  into 
barbarism.  The  lightning  had  not  yet  come  to  man  like  a  meek 
seraph,  folding  its  wings  of  flame,  and  waiting  to  do  his  bid- 
ding ; — as  yet  it  was  at  play,  leaping  its  zigzag  path  from  peak 
to  peak  among  the  alpine  summits  of  the  distant  cloudland. 
Yet  the  Providence  that  foresaw  the  crisis,  prepared  the  trial 
which  should  prove  his  work.  The  Bible  itself  created  a  crit- 
icism and  learning  for  its  own  purgation  from  impeachment. 
Like  the  confessors  beneath  Assyrian  persecution,  these  sacred 
books  could  never  bend  the  knee  before  the  huge  image  of 
worldly  policy  and  sensual  wisdom,  and  a  furnace  heated  seven 
times  hotter  than  it  was  wont  was  kindled  to  receive  them.  The 
furious  blaze  scorched  and  wilted  the  very  mighty  men  who  bore 
the  unresisting  victims  to  their  trial ;  a  hundred  exulting  theo- 
ries attested  the  consuming  energy  of  the  flame  thus  kindled. 
Yet  the  long  suspense  is  over ;  and  as,  from  time  to  time,  those 
books  come  forth,  upon  their  bodies  the  fire  has  no  power, 
neither  has  the  smell  of  fire  passed  upon  them,  and  the  dazzled 
eye  of  skepticism  itself  begins  to  confess  among  them  the  ma- 
jestic presence  of  Eternal  Truth.  Henceforth,  as  each  new 
region  wakes  to  the  inquiry  and  the  doubt,  the  entire  problem 
and  its  solution  can  be  given  them  at  once. 

With  its  external  credentials  thus  attested — with  its  authority 
as  an  abiding  and  sole  rule  of  faith  and  practice  thus  secured — 
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the  present  stands  out  as  the  fullness  of  times,  when  the  Word 
of  God  may  be  safely  and  finally  given  to  all  nations.        ^ 

I  shall  only  linger  to  show  how,  parallel  with  these  prepara- 
tions of  the  Truth  for  its  final  mission,  a  line  of  providences 
has  prepared  the  world  for  its  reception.  Summing  up,  in  one 
sentence,  the  concentration  of  power,  of  commercial  ascend- 
ency, and  of  general  intelligence  into  the  hands  of  Bible  nations; 
and  that  general  failure  of  all  old  idolatries,  leaving  a  vacuum 
into  which  the  gospel  may  flow  resistlessly ;  I  refer  to  one  single 
fact  in  the  intellectual  position  of  the  Eastern  world,  which 
seems  like  a  railway  laid  down  by  Providence  for  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  his  truth.  The  two  populous  and  civilized  empires  but 
lately  opened  to  our  ministry,  however  they  are  behind  us  in 
'  political  and  social  life,  in  accurate  learning  or  mechanic  inven- 
tion, have  yet  one  great  generic  gift  in  common, — the  general 
habit  of  reading,  and  a  reverence  for  mental  activity.  Into  a 
national  mind  so  prepared,  and  holding  a  natural  preponderance 
over  the  entire  continent,  the  well-applied  power  of  Christianity 
can  thrill  with  an  almost  instantaneous  vibration.  It  is  not  so 
with  Africa.  Its  sparse  population,  which  can  easily  be  pene- 
trated and  surrounded  in  detail,  needs  not  the  precaution.  You 
may  pour  a  stream  upon  a  heap  of  sand,  and  it  will  but  moisten 
a  few  outer  particles,  and  roll  off  into  waste ;  but  let  that  sand- 
heap  be  once  saturated  with  a  liquid,  and  a  drop  of  any  tincture 
at  any  point  will  be  felt  throughout  the  whole  ;  and  if  continued, 
will  soon  color  and  characterize  the  entire  mass.  If  the  dense 
masses  of  the  Celestial  Empire  and  of  the  Great  Britain  of  the 
Pacific,  were  not  already  penetrated  with  intelligence,  and  accus- 
tomed to  reading  and  thought,  the  truth  could  not  in  ages  pene- 
trate the  dry  and  unconnected  heap  of  humanity  ;  but  as  God's 
providence  has  arranged  it,  this  hour,  which  witnesses  the  long 
preparations  of  centuries  complete  in  the  full  emancipation  of 
the  Word  of  God,  finds  the  long  reserved  empires  of  the  East 
trained  to  meet  and  welcome  its  first  heraldry  of  salvation. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  are  the  views  which  remove  the  depres- 
sion which  might  otherwise  weigh  us  down  in  view  of  the  long 
delay — which  give  us  assurance  that  even  the  latest  victories  of 
the  church  are  but  earnests  of  the  future.    The  church  is  but 
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just  learning  the  weight  and  temper  of  the  weapons  she  bears ; 
and  as' her  faith  grows,  her  blows  will  be  stronger  and  more 
eventful.  She  stands  like  Moses  upon  Horeb  before  God,  when 
his  faith  trembled  and  his  courage  failed.  And  God  said,  "  What 
is  that  in  thine  hand  ?  and  he  said,  A  rod.  And  he  said,  Cast  it 
down ;  and  it  became  a  serpent :  and  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and 
it  became  a  rod  again.  And  God  said.  Put  thy  hand  into  thy 
bosom ;  and  it  became  white  as  snow :  and  he  put  it  in  again, 
and  it  turned  again  as  his  other  flesh."  So  the  two  great  labors 
of  the  church — the  transformation  of  the  native  vileness  of 
humanity,  and  the  reviving  of  the  nominal  and  decaying  Chris- 
tianities— have  been  amply  sealed  unto  her  by  two  grand  events 
which  betoken  all  the  future.  The  Islands  of  the  Pacific,  which 
lay  like  a  venomous  serpent  in  her  onward  path — ^these  have 
become  a  rod  of  strength  as  her  hand  has  touched  them ;  and 
in  the  powerful  agitations  of  the  Byzantine  world,  she  feels  the 
thrill  of  returning  vitality  through  the  long  withered  arm.  She 
will  go  down  from  this  Horeb,  and  lead  up  the  world  into  the 
golden  age. 

Hon.  T.  D.  Elliot,  of  New  Bedford,  was  then  introduced, 
and  spoke  substantially  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  : — In  addressing  you  upon  the  important 
question,  which  this  anniversary  of  your  association  presents  for 
renewed  discussion,  I  cannot  but  express  surprise  that  I  yielded, 
incautiously  it  may  be  and  without  sufficient  consideration,  to 
the  kind  invitation  of  a  personal  friend  to  appear  before  you  this 
evening.  The  subject  of  the  Bible,  of  its  free  distribution,  of  the 
especial  demand  upon  us,  whose  lines  have  fallen  in  these  pleasant 
places,  to  see  to  it  that  our  work  is  well  and  faithfully  performed, 
is  one  of  so  much  interest,  addressing  itself  to  us  so  forcibly  at 
this  time,  as  citizens  who  love  our  country,  as  men  who  love  our 
brethren,  as  Christians  who  are  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  our 
dependence  upon  God,  that  I  draw  back  from  its  discussion  with 
an  oppressive  sense  of  my  inadequacy  to  the  proper  discharge  of 
the  duty  I  have  assumed.  Yet  I  am  here  in  answer  to  your  call 
because  I  believed  that  no  man  should  hesitate,  by  his  presence 
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and  by  his  yoice,  to  commend  the  work  in  which  you  are 
engaged. 

It  is  now  forty-five  years,  as  you  have  stated,  since  your  asso- 
ciation was  organized.  In  1810,  your  charter  from  our  legisla- 
ture was  procured.  And,  as  you  have  said,  the  simple  and  sole 
object  which  its  founders  had  in  view  was  the  distribution  of  the 
Word  of  God,  without  note  and  without  diminution,  so  that  those 
who  could  not  otherwise  obtain  it  should  be  provided  with  the 
Bible.  Your  held  of  labor,  by  your  articles  of  association,  was 
"  Massachusetts  and  elsewhere.''  Massachusetts  first — but  '*  else- 
where" also!  The  lapse  of  forty-five  years  has  reduced  Massa- 
chusetts, but  the  "  elsewhere,"  as  applied  to  our  own  country, 
has  been  widely  enlarged. 

Massachusetts  then  comprised  an  area  of  about  forty-four 
thousand  square  miles.  At  this  time  her  extent  is  less  than  eight 
thousand.  Our  brethren  of  Maine  have  the  rest.  But  purchase 
and  annexation  and  acquisition  have  enlarged  the  borders  of  our 
country  until  now  forty-one  States  and  Territories  compose  the 
Union.  How  faithfully  your  labors  in  our  Commonwealth  have 
been  performed,  each  one  of  us  can  attest  who  has  seen  through- 
out the  State  the  copies  of  the  Book  which  have  been  left  by 
your  Society  in  the  home  and  the  hotel.  No  public  house,  where 
it  will  be  received,  is  without  it.  But  many  homes  are  yet 
destitute  of  it,  as  we  learn  from  the  Report  just  now  submitted. 

Sir,  no  one  can  state  too  strongly  the  importance  of  the  work 
you  have  in  charge.  While  the  Book  is  translated  and  sent  into 
foreign  lands,  we  cannot  forget  that  this  is  a  charity  which  should 
begin  and  should  be  zealously  prosecuted  at  home.  We  hear 
eloquent  descriptions  of  missionary  effort.  Large  sums  of  money 
have  been  expended.  Noble  men  and  women,  martyrs  in  their 
day  and  to  their  cause,  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  work,  and 
proofs  are  not  wanting  of  their  success.  They  have  left  homes 
of  comfort  and  friends  and  the  sympathy  of  Christian  civiliza- 
tion for  the  wild  abodes  of  unfriendly  men  in  heathen  lands. 
They  have  taken  up  the  cross  and  borne  it  over  the  waters  that 
it  might,  with  the  blessing  of  the  Father,  be  developed  through 
personal  danger  and  suffering  and  reproach  and  death,  into  the 
crowo  of  everlasting  life. 
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But  there  is,  we  cannot  fail  to  remember,  a  duty  in  this  behalf 
that  lies  nearer  to  us  at  home.  The  Bible,  if  it  is  wanted  any 
where,  is  wanted  here ;  not  so  much  translation  into  foreign 
tongues  as  editions  in  our  own.  And  until  our  home  wants  are 
supplied,  and  the  Bible  placed  in  the  hand  of  every  man  who 
can  read  its  pages,  we  have  not  fairly  entitled  ourselves  to  extend 
the  work  beyond  our  borders. 

But  why  should  we  exert  ourselves  to  circulate  this  Book.  If 
we  cannot  answer  this  question  at  once  and  satisfactorily,  let  the 
work  cease.  Yet  an  answer  is  found  in  every  heart  Every 
experience  can  supply  it.  The  inner  life  of  the  present  time 
renders  it,  and  the  history  of  the  whole  past  confirms  it.  From 
the  earliest  record  we  have  of  man's  existence  upon  earth,  in 
some  form,  to  some  extent,  the  Word  of  God  has  been  the  guide 
of  life.  When  the  children  of  Israel  were  led  from  their  bond- 
age, under  the  Pharaohs,  by  their  patriarch  prophet,  from  beneath 
the  brow  of  Sinai  and  from  out  the  burning  bush  the  Word  of 
Qod  was  spoken.  When  the  old  burial-place  was  re-occupied 
and  the  valley  of  Mamre  regained  and  the  lands  again  divided 
and  the  tribes  organized  and  the  homes  assigned,  where  the  sons 
of  the  giants  had  lived,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  was  put  within 
the  Holy  Place  and  the  Word  of  the  Lord  obeyed.  By  prophets 
and  by  holy  men  that  Word  was  declared  and  defended. 

The  Lord  is  one  God.  He  is  a  jealous  God.  That  is  to  say, 
he  will  not  permit,  without  displeasure,  the  worship  of  the  crea- 
ture to  be  turned  from  the  Creator.  And  when  led  astray  by 
the  idols  of  that  wild  land,  the  race  of  the  chosen,  not  yet 
reclaimed  from  that  degradation  which  centuries  of  bondage  had 
effected,  bowed  down  to  the  worship  of  the  gold  and  the  hewn 
stone  and  the  image  of  wood  and  the  beast  and  the  reptile  of 
the  desert,  and  forgot  the  worship  of  their  God  who  had  led  them 
out  from  their  taskmasters  of  Egypt, — the  stern  decree  of  their 
offended  Father,  who  was  their  just  Judge  also,  was  at  once 
recorded,  and  the  hand  of  the  oppressor  was  strengthened  and 
the  brightness  of  the  glory  of  Israel  was  eclipsed.  And  prophets 
and  holy  men  continued  to  reveal  the  Word  of  God.  •  •  • 
As  years  advanced  and  generations  passed  away  and  wealth 
increased  and  the  arts  of  civilized  life  had  subdued  the  desert 
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and  converted  into  gardens  the  barren  places,  public  corruption 
invoked  attack  and  the  divided  empire  became  the  provinces  of 
the  Cesars.  The  bondage  of  Israel  was  renewed  ;  not  the  serf- 
like and  servile  slavery  of  Egypt,  but  the  scarcely  less  degrading, 
because  the  more  refined  servitude,  of  a  people  tributary  to  the 
worshipers  in  the  temples  of  Jupiter  and  at  the  shrines  of  Bac- 
chus. 

In  the  fullness  of  time  another  chance  was  offered,  another  day 
dawned,  another  prophet  was  born.  The  **  Word  became  flesh 
and  dwelt  among  men."  Over  the  manger  the  star  stood,  and 
the  old  men  bowed  down  to  the  worship  of  the  Child  of  Bethle- 
hem. •  •  •  The  state  of  public  morals,  when  Joseph  took 
the  young  child  and  went  into  Egypt,  should  be  familiar  to  us 
all.  Wealth  had  enervated  the  public  heart.  Religion  was  a 
form.  The  temple  was  a  place  of  trade.  •  »  •  Then  the 
Child  was  born  and  the  prophecies  began  to  be  fulfilled.  Before 
he  came  to  man's  estate  it  began  to  be  apparent  that  the  hand  of 
God  had  rested  upon  him.  The  boy  of  twelve  years  was  more 
than  the  bearded  men  within  the  temple.  **  Wist  ye  not  that  I 
must  be  about  my  Father's  business?"  It  was  the  Father's  busi- 
ness then  to  reveal  the  Word,  as  it  is  our  Father's  business  now 
to  extend  it. 

What  words  and  what  a  life  they  were  !  Consider  when  they 
were  spoken  and  where  they  were  said  ;  but  especially  consider 
what  those  words  were.  To  the  Jews  they  were  a  stumbling- 
block  ;  to  the  Greeks  they  were  foolishness.  The  Jews  looked 
for  a  king.  Crushed  out  as  the  spirit  of  liberty  was  in  their 
land,  they  looked  for  nothing  and  thought  of  nothing  but  a 
deliverance  from  their  bondage.  To  conquer  Rome,  to  prostrate 
the  Caesars,  this  was  their  dream  and  their  hope.  But  when  his 
first  words  fell  upon  the  ear  of  the  multitude,  how  amazed  and 
lost  in  disappointment  they  stood.  •  •  •  Blessed  are  the 
meek.  Blessed  are  the  merciful.  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers. 
Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart  and  the  poor  in  spirit !  These 
were  not  Jewish  beatitudes.  Those  words  fell  not  on  the  Jewish 
heart  as  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecies. 

And  that  life  he  lived  among  them.  What  a  miracle  it  was. 
How  boldly  he  spoke.    How  fearlessly  he  rebuked  sin.    How  he 
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went  among  the  priests  who  sought  his  life,  and  in  the  temple 
and  in  the  synagogues.  How  he  rebuked  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
Pharisee  and  was  not  afraid  to  eat  with  publicans  and  sinners. 
How  he  looked  through  appearances  upon  realities.  How  it  was 
the  heart  he  analyzed  and  not  the  act.  It  is  not  strange  he  did 
not  live.  Who  could  attack  national  sins  as  he  did  and  live.  It 
is  strange  he  lived  so  long.  Three  or  four  years  he  taught. 
Eighteen  hundred  years  attest  the  blessings  of  his  brief  ministry. 

This  Life,  this  Word,  you  seek  to  distribute  among  your 
brethren. 

Within  the  covers  of  this  small  volume  what  marvels  live ! 
What  eloquence,  what  poetry,  what  wonderful  revelations  from 
God  to  man !  For  many  thousand  years  this  Word  has  lived. 
The  records  of  great  men  we  have.  Their  doings  and  their  high 
lessons  we  know.  But  what  deeds  of  uninspired  men  compare 
with  those  there  described?  What  lessons  equal  those  there 
taught?  Do  you  look  for  poetry?  The  inspired  minstrel,  who 
strung  his  harp  to  sing  of  heroes  among  men  ;  the  old  blind  bard, 
prophetic  and  godlike  as  he  was ;  the  men  of  modern  days,  who 
have  drawn  from  heaven  the  power  of  their  verse,  grow  dim  and 
pale  before  the  solemn  inspiration  of  David  and  Isaiah.  Would 
you  seek  words  of  wisdom  ?  Go  not  beyond  the  Bible.  Would 
you  find  consolation  in  the  hour  of  sorrow  ?  David  suffered  and 
sang,  and  afler  him  the  Man  of  sorrows  forgave  and  died. 

A  recent  writer,  addressing  the  higher  classes  in  England, 
urged  upon  them  the  study  of  the  Bible  as  the  book  containing 
the  highest  rules  for  the  government  of  society.  He  called  it 
the  statesman's  manual.  If  that  be  true,  it  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  every  youth  within  our  land.  Tell  me  where  are 
the  statesmen  of  America  who  will  direct  her  policy  a  quarter  of 
a  century  hence.  Where  will  you  find  the  future  Governors  and 
Judges  and  Presidents  ?  '  No  boy  is  so  humble  and  no  station  is 
so  high  that  the  boy  and  the  station  may  not  meet.'  •  •  • 
But  the  Bible  is  more  than  the  statesman's  manual.  It  is  the 
parent's  manual.     It  is  the  book  of  the  home. 

We  live  in  a  wonderful  land,  at  a  time  which  no  prophet  has 
foretold.  When  your  association  was  formed  in  I8I0,  there 
were  in  the  Union  25  States  and  Territories.   In  1855,  there  are 
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41.  In  1810,  the  area  of  the  United  States  was  1,720,259  square 
miles.  Now,  it  is  2,936,166.  It  is  ten  times  as  large  as  Great 
Britain  and  France  combined.  It  is  three  times  as  large  as 
Great  Britain,  France,  Austria,  Prussia,  Spain,  Portugal,  Bel- 
gium, Holland  and  Denmark.  The  population  of  the  United 
Sutes  in  1810  was  7,239,814.  In  1855,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
it  was  not  less  than  26,500,000 1 

Thus  empires  have  been  added  to  our  Union.  No  man's 
imagination  can  adequately  grasp  the  great  reality.  State  after 
State  is  formed,  and  immense  regions  of  territory  are  organized 
which  baffle  altogether  our  power  of  language.  But  one  thing 
is  certain.  As  cities  are  founded,  and  states  spring  up,  and 
governments  are  formed,  the  city,  and  the  state,  and  the  govern- 
ment, must  rest  upon  the  Bible,  or  they  are  founded  upon  the 
sand.  But  to  reach  the  state,  they  must  be  placed  within  the 
home.  *  ^  ^  Take  care  of  the  home,  and  the  state  is  safe. 
And  that  charge  involves  a  work  of  high  responsibility.  With 
the  tide  of  immigration  the  grosser  forms  of  infidelity  are  cast 
upon  our  land  and  demoralize  the  heart  of  the  young. 

The  dissemination  of  the  Bible  is  a  duty,  because  the  state 
rests  upon  it,  and  the  home  is  formed  by  it.  *  *  *  Especially 
has  this  nation  been  made  what  it  is  by  the  Bible.  This  is  true 
of  us  as  it  is  true  of  no  other  people.  •  •  ♦  From  the 
character  of  our  institutions,  the  greatest  power  must  be  the 
power  of  public  opinion.  The  laws  are  made  by  it,  and  those 
who  administer  them  are  raised  to  office  by  force  of  it.  •  •  • 
The  danger  in  our  country  is  not  so  much  from  bad  religion  as 
from  no  religion.  There  is  danger  from  the  first.  •  •  » 
But  the  greatest  danger  is  from  no  religion  at  all.  We  are  an 
active  and  a  material  people.  Our  children  leave  their  homes  to 
seek  and  to  establish  new  homes  among  strange  men  and  in  wild 
lands.  They  have  their  way  to  make.  The  rude  work  of  life  is 
before  them.  The  battle  of  life  is  to  ))e  fought.  In  the  multi- 
tude of  affairs  they  forget  their  God.  See  to  it,  my  friends,  that 
your  work  is  done.  Shall  we  be  a  people  with  the  Bible  7  Go 
on  with  your  work.  You  will  find  friends.  You  will  not  be  lefl 
alone.  The  aid  of  good  men  will  be  given,  and  the  blessing  of 
God  will  rest  upon  it. 
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Bev.  Andrew  L.  Stone  of  Boston^  in  making  the  closing 
address^  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  : — ^It  is  a  very  cheering  fact  to  hear,  from  the 
Report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  that  this  Society  alone, 
and  within  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  distributed 
during  the  year  some  forty  thousand  copies  of  the  sacred  Scrip- 
tures. 

But  now  suppose.  Sir,  that  some  caviler  should  rise  in  this 
assembly  and  ask  you  for  evidence  as  to  the  number  of  Bible 
readers  secured  by  this  operation.  He  has  followed,  tit  fancy 
only,  the  footsteps  of  your  agents,  as  they  have  crossed  these 
thousands  of  thresholds — has  seen  them  leave  their  sacred  de- 
posit within,  and  retire  shutting  the  door  behind  them,  and 
entering  the  record  of  their  proceeding  upon  their  tablets ;  and 
he  wishes  to  know  what  becomes  of  the  book — what  it  does 
there — what  its  ailer  story  is.  If  there  were  no  answer  for  this 
doubting  inquirer,  our  work  would  soon  halt — all  the  fervors  of 
this  enterprise,  kindled  anew  in  scenes  like  this,  would  suffer  a 
deadly  chill. 

Well,  Sir,  it  might  be  replied  that  we  have  at  least  discharged 
our  responsibility.  The  light  of  life,  given  us  to  bear  into  all 
dark  places,  we  have  insphered  within  so  many  dark  homes. 
The  bread  of  heaven,  intrusted  to  our  stewardship  for  the  fam- 
ishing, we  have  borne  to  their  door,  and  set  upon  their  board. 
We  have  struck  by  their  hearth-stone  a  fountain  of  living  waters, 
of  which  the  thirsting  may,  if  they  will,  drink  till  the  wells 
within  them  spring  up  into  everlasting  life.  Our  work  is  done. 
The  dwellers  there  may  still  walk  blindfold ;  the  starving  may 
stand  aloof  from  the  feast ;  the  parched  and  weary  soul  may  still 
hew  for  itself  broken  cisterns.  We  cannot  constrain  the  study 
of  the  word ;  we  cannot  bend  unwilling  eyes  upon  the  sacred 
page ;  we  cannot  break  the  silence  that  slumbers  within  those 
clasped  covers.  But  our  duty,  as  God's  stewards  of  so  precious 
a  trust,  is  performed.    This  is  something. 

But  that  book  has  there  a  power,  even  in  its  silence.     It  may 

be  laid  idly  upon  the  shelf.    The  dust  may  gather  upon  it     No 

and  may  handle  it    Evening  and  morning  may  pass  over  it. 
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without  waking,  with  their  rising  or  setting  suns,  one  strain  of 
its  celestial  music.  Still,  there  is  in  it  a  presence  that  moves 
and  awes  the  spirit;  there  floats  around  it  a  fragrance  which 
fills  the  place.  Busy  eyes  glance  across  its  lettered  title,  *'  Hofy 
Bible,"  Listless  eyes  rest  upon  that  lettering,  "  Holy  Bible,'* 
Drooping  and  weary  eyes  gaze  dreamily  upon  it.  Bright  and 
pleasure-loving  eyes  pause  on  th<)se  shining  words.  Young  eyes 
of  childhood  spell  them  out.  Impious  eyes  are  fixed  upon  them, 
as  hy  the  force  of  a  charm.  The  sight  of  the  book  brings  the 
thought  of  God — the  mightiest,  most  controlling  thought  beneath 
which  the  creature  can  keep  his  footing.  The  book  is  God's 
symbol  and  representative  there.  Just  as  the  one  guarded  tree 
stood  in  Eden,  the  flag-staff  and  banner  of  Jehovah,  the  ensign 
of  his  royalty  not  to  be  violated — ^just  as  the  Sabbath,  lifting  its 
higher  dome  amid  the  days  of  the  week,  takes  in  God  and  the 
eternities,  asserts  God's  protectorate  on  earth — the  book  in  that 
home  is  a  memorial  of  God.  Unread,  it  yet  speaks  for  God. 
The  shadow  of  a  crown  is  on  it.  Dim  rays  of  the  divine  glory 
stream  from  it.  The  sweet  perfumes  of  the  divine  goodness 
hang  about  it.  The  old  artists  painted  a  halo  about  the  head  of 
the  virgin  mother  of  Jesus.  Such  a  coronal  of  light  invests  the 
silent,  unopened  Bible. 

But  we  need  not  fall  back  upon  such  indications  as  these. 
Let  it  be  granted  that  the  book  isn't  read  to-day,  nor  to-morrow, 
nor  for  many  a  to-morrow  beyond.  It  bides  its  time.  It  has 
long  patience.  It  can  wait.  It  doesn't  lose  freshness,  like  yes- 
terday's newspaper,  or  last  year's  almanac. 

There  comes  a  day,  by  and  by,  when  the  self-sufiicient  man, 
for  whom  earth  was  bright  enough  and  durable  enough,  who 
had  riches  and  honors  in  abundance,  topples  over  from  the  apex 
of  the  sand-heap,  and  rolls  quite  to  the  bottom.  His  gilded 
Dagon  is  prostrate  in  the  dust,  and  he  can't  set  him  up  again. 
He  struggles  hard ;  but  he's  in  the  mire,  and  all  his  efforts  do 
but  sink  him  deeper.  He  rallies  his  best  manhood,  but  his  new 
ventures  all  go  against  him.  The  domestic  ties  are  tugging  at 
bis  heart — the  wants  of  dependent  ones  plead  with  him.  He  is 
their  sole  human  providence  ;  he  must  not  despair;  or  if  he  do, 
it  must  be  to  strike  again  in  the  strength  of  despair.    But  adver- 
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sity  is  too  strong  for  him.  From  some  long,  fruitless  search  for 
employment,  that  has  led  him  up  and  down  the  streets  of  trade 
and  the  wharves  of  commerce,  he  comes  in  at  nightfall,  foot- 
sore, heart-sore,  hopeless.  No  need  to  tell  his  wife  and  children 
that  he  has  sought  again  in  vain.  They  know  that  before  he 
speaks.  They  heard  it  in  the  dull  echo  of  his  step  outside  the 
portal.  They  see  it  in  the  gloom  of  his  face  as  he  comes  in. 
Some  of  you  will  understand  this  sort  of  experience.  It  isn't  a 
fancy  sketch  at  all. 

And.  now  the  waiting  book  there  solicits  a  look  from  him,  and 
wins  it.  He  looks  again.  Can't  we  get  comfort  there?  May 
there  not  be  a  word  in  season  there  for  this  his  utmost  strait  7 
The  book  invites  him  ;  and  the  clasps  part  to  his  touch.  The 
leaves  flutter  open.  He  reads,  '*  Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treas- 
ures u()on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  break  through  and  steal ;  but  lay  up  for  yourselves  treas- 
ures in  heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and 
where  thieves  do  not  break  through  nor  steal."  How  he  sighs 
for  the  secure,  the  heavenly  treasure !  And  he  reads  on,  "  He 
shall  call  upon  me,  and  I  will  answer  him ;  I  will  be  with  him  in 
trouble;  I  Will  deliver  him,  and  honor  him."  And  he  bends  his 
knee  before  this  shrine  of  refuge,  and  prays.  And  rising,  he 
reads  again,  ''  I  have  be^in  young,  and  now  am  old ;  yet  have  I 
not  seen  the  righteous  forsaken,  nor  his  seed  begging  bread." 
And  so  the  eclipse  of  his  earthly  hopes,  the  darkening  of  day, 
bring  out  above  him  the  stars.  Is  it  little  the  Bible  does  for  that 
man  ?    And  this  isn't  fanciful ;  it  is  actual,  historic. 

A  lid  in  another  of  these  homes,  where  the  patient  book  has 
waited  its  hour,  comes  a  day  of  sickness.  The  head  of  the 
household  wrestles  with  the  fever,  and  finds  his  foeman  mightier 
than  he  is.  The  bands  of  the  flesh  part,  strand  afler  strand, 
and  loosen  about  him.  Dimly  before  his  eyes  the  solemn  portal 
of  eternity  comes  into  view,  and  opens.  Behind,  guilt ;  before, 
dread.  Alone,  he  must  depart.  Bring  the  book,  the  only  lamp 
that  flames  on  that  dark  journey.  In  health,  he  could  do  with- 
out it.  The  lights  of  earth  were  bright  enough  for  earth.  He 
must  have  other  light  for  this  unknown  way  ;  and  faltering  lips 
read  out  for  him  the  triumphing  utterance  of  the  kingly  bard, 


29 

*'  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  deaths 
I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me  ;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff, 
they  comfort  me"  *' Thy  rod  and  thy  staff,"  he  repeats  with 
hollow  but  eager  voice,  *'  these  are  what  I  want" 

Go  back  to  their  home  with  that  sable-vested  group  just  leav- 
ing the  place  of  burial.  How  silent  and  vacant  the  house  seems 
to  them  !  It  is  only  some  little  form  taken  away,  not  missed, 
from  the  stage  of  the  great  world,  or  the  circles  of  joyance ;  but 
leaving  there  such  wide,  empty  spaces.  No  more  there  the  com- 
ing of  those  bounding  feet — ^no  more  the  carroling  gf  that 
young  voice,  clear  and  sweet  as  the  lark's  morning  music — not 
even,  as  yesterday,  the  dear  care  of  the  little  sufferer.  Strangely 
solitary  are  the  familiar  rooms.  And  yet  not  quite  deserted. 
The  book  is  there  waiting  for  them.  It  has  kept  its  post  against 
this  hour.  It  gives  mute  invitation  to  its  wealth  of  comfort. 
And  they  read,  **  Whom  the  Lord  loveth,  he  chasteueth."  The 
deep  springs  are  touched.  Through  dim  eyes  they  read  on— > 
<*  Behold,  happy  is  the  man  whom  God  correcteth."  Soflly  the 
warm  rain  is  falling.  '*  He  maketh  sore,  and  bindeth  up ;  he 
woundeth,  and  his  hands  make  whole."  There  is  now  a  longer 
pause ;  and  then,  with  bowed  heads,  they  repeat  again  afler  the 
Scripture,  "The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away ; 
blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord."  The  Book  has  sped  at  last 
on  its  gracious  errand. 

So,  in  all  these  homes,  God's  providence  waits  upon  the  mis- 
sion of  his  word.  The  hour  is  sometimes  long  and  slow  a-com- 
ing;  but  it  chimes  at  last.  Only  let  not  the  book  be  wanting, 
and  the  hand  that  wrote  it  will  lead  the  disconsolate  and  weary 
to  its  fountain  of  refreshing.  The  traveler,  in  the  solitudes  of  a 
great  city,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  place,  will  lift  it  from  the  table 
of  his  hotel-chamber.  The  sailor  will  turn  it  up  from  the  depths 
of  his  sea-chest,  in  some  dull  calm  of  the  mid-voyage,  or  afler 
the  storm.  The  soldier,  on  the  eve  of  perilous  battle,  will  spell 
out  a  chapter  by  the  light  of  camp-fires.  The  far-off  miner,  in 
a  fit  of  home-sickness,  will  strike  here  within  his  tent,  veinings 
of  richer  ore  than  the  gold  that  seams  his  mountain  quartz. 
The  prisoner,  from  his  sad  day  of  compelled  toil,  locked  into  his 
cell,  with  yet  a  half  hour  of  fading  daylight  streaming  through 
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the  granite  rift,  will  set  down  his  evening  meal  untasted,  that  he 
may  master  a  page  or  two  of  the  book,  before  the  shadows  hide 
it.  The  portionless  widow  will  bless  the  bounty  that  gives  her 
back  her  best  comforter.  The  neglected  orphan  in  his  dreary 
attic,  will  snatch  a  moment,  by  his  dying  taper's  ray,  to  make 
sure  that  the  words  are  still  there-— '*  When  my  father  and  my 
mother  forsake  me,  then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up." 

Give  the  book.  It  will  speak  its  message  in  due  time.  God 
will  watch  for  it.  The  ministry  of  angels  keeps  it  in  custody. 
The  gjreat  day  alone  can  tell  its  victories  and  display  its  trophies. 

This,  Sir,  is  one  answer  to  the  objector.  It  ought  to  satisfy 
him.    It  does  inspire  us. 

After  the  usual  Doxology  and  the  Benediction^  the  meet- 
ing was  dissolved. 


CONSTITUTION- 


CONSTTTUnON  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 
PREVIOUS  TO  ITS  INCORPORATION. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being  read 
from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  and 
was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

L  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  daring  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trdstees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

^  6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  p)etitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OP  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tlionsand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Whereas^  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  \^ho  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diflused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives t  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Latbrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq ,  the  Hon,  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Mfebster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckroinster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible 

Society  of  Massachusetts. 
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Skc.  2.  Be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  said  William  Phillips, 
and  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  virhich  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure  ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im- 
proved for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS, 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE   I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  *'  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretatry — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who' shall 
80  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  aa  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    ▼. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Correspi>ndii]g  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
9uch  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  lucorporntion  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

AI^TICLE   X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  thej  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE   XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository, — 
each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  persons. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     X1I1. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  (1,00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  for jnis^  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 


BT  YISTUB  OF  A  OONTBIBUTION  OF  TWEMTT  D0LLAB8  AND  UFWABDS. 


*Adamf ,  John  Qniaey,  Qmimqf, 

*Appletoii,  Samoel,  B0§Uiu 

A ppleton,  William,    *« 

Atwood«  John  W.,  GUOom. 

Aldeo,  Alinira  C,  Foxktro*, 

B«rtl«u,  Tbomaf,  BtUm. 

Bayley,  Robert,  ATewterfport 

Beecber,  Rev.  WilUam  H^iUUiug, 

BUnchaid.  Miae  Pnmoea  C.,  Oretom. 

Bod  well,  Rev.  J.  C,  Frmmiugkam. 

*  Bond ,  Oeorfe,  BotUn. 

Bowera,  Loke  K.  *< 

Bowera,  Mra.  Can  H.     ** 

Brackett,  Jamea,  Qvtiicy. 

Bnunao.  Rev.  laaae,  Oe«rg$Uwn. 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  R$adt9g. 

*Bromfield,  Eiixabetli,  Btton. 

*Broolu,  Peter  a  " 

Brooka,  Peter  C.  <* 

Brown,  Joaeph,  Ortioiu 

Bulkley,  Mra.  Catharine  F.  ** 

Batler,  Mra.  Jane  D.  *< 

Carpenter,  Catharine  K.,  Foxbtro*, 

Carpenter,  Daniel,  ** 

Chaae,  Hezekiah,  Lwn, 

Child,  MiH  Ucy,  TlUtford,  Ft. 

Clap,  Mn.  Rebecca,  BMton. 

Clapp,  John  C.  ** 

Clark,  Jamea  O.,  Jindovtr. 

Clark,  John  L.,         ** 

Clark,  Jonathan,  Wineketttr. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.  « 

Clark,  Mite  Nellj,  Sherborn, 

Clary,  Mra.  8.  S.,  Tke{f9rd,  FL 

*Cobb,  Richard,  Bottan, 

Cobb,  Jacob.  Jl^ngton, 

^Codoian,  Charlea  R.,    Boston. 

Codman,  Mra.  Catharine,    ** 

Coolidge.  Jotepb,  ^* 

Croaby,  Mn.  Rebecca,         " 

Cuihman,  Geeffe  H.,  MWtk  Brxdgew^Ur. 

Cutter,  Stephen,  WinckttUr* 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.      " 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Reading. 

Dana,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Davia,  AWah  M.,  Hworkitt. 

Dix,  Mra.  Elijah,  Boston. 

Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Harvard, 

J>odge,  Mra.  Ann  S.      *< 

Dodfe,  Mn.  J.  M.  C,  Jtndnor. 

Dorr,  John,  Boston, 

Dow,  Joiiah,    ** 

*Dowae,  Edward,  Dsdkam, 

Eager,  William,  Bostsm. 

Baatbom.  Rt.  Rev.  Manton,  ** 

Eaton,  Eben,  f^amingkam, 

Eaton,  William  J.,  Westboro\ 

*Elii»t,  SamoeL  Boston, 

Eliot,  Samuel  A.    ** 

Elwell,  Robert,      ** 
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Famaworth,  Mra.  Abel,  Oroion, 

Fay,  Cyma,  Wostbon^, 

Fearing,  Albert,  Bostmt. 

Ford,  Rev.  George,  Oroton, 

Ford,  Thomaa  A.,  JVbrtA  Bridgewtsr. 

Ford,  Mrs.  Elisa  C.  •* 

Foadick,  Samuel  W^  Oroton. 

Foedick,  Miaa  Mary,       *' 

Francia,  Ebeneier,  Boston. 

Gale,  Rev.  Wakefield,  Roekport, 

Gale,  Mra.  Wakefield,         ** 

Gale,  Juatin  Edwardi,         ** 

Garrette,  Rev.  Edmund  Y.,  FexAero*. 

*Gibbe,  Mn.  Mary,      Boston, 

Gordon,  Solomon  J. 

Gordon,  Mn.  Rebeeca, 

Gott,  J.  R.,  Ooorgsto»n» 

Gray,  Francis  C,  Boston, 

Gray,  Henry, 

Gray,  Horace, 

Gray,  John  C. 

Green,  J.  a.  Copley,  ** 

*6rew,  John,  " 

*Hammatt,  Mn.  Marv,  Boston, 

Hammond,  Rev.  William  B.,  BraintrM, 

Hammond,  Mn.  Louiae  M.  ** 

Haidwick,  Thomaa.  Qwncy. 

Ha  wee,  Cynthia,  Wrontkam, 

Hawkee,  Miia  Lydia  E.,  StmU  Roadmg. 

Hayward,  Eliaa,  Braintroo, 

Heard,  John,  fyowwk. 

Hinineon.  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boston, 

HiMreth,  Mn.  Mary  R.,  Qroton, 

•Hill,  Henry,  Boston, 

•Holmea,  Rev.  Abiel,  Camhridgo. 

Holmee,  Miae  E.  A.,  Jindover. 

Hooker,  George  B.,  Sksrbom. 

*How,  Jamea,  Boston. 

Howard,  Cary,  M'ortk  Bridgewatsr. 

•Howe,  John,        Boston, 

Hovey,  George  O.      " 

*HyeIop,  David,       " 

Jackson,  Jamea,        " 

Jackson,  Patrick  T.  ** 

Johnson,  Mn.  Emma  E.,  Bradford. 

Johnson,  Mn.  S.  W.,  Farmington,  A*.  H, 

Joy,  Mn.  Abigail,  Boston, 

Keep,  N.  C.  ** 

Kerr,  Jamea  K. ,  Foxhoro', 

•Rnowlea,  Rev.  Jamea  D.,  Boston. 

Knox,  Mn.  S.,  Rock  Island^  HI, 

•Lawrence,  Amoe,  Boston, 

Lawrence,  Asa,         Oroton. 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  M.  A.    " 

Leach,  Simeon,  JVbrtA  Bridgowatsr. 

Lefavour,  lasacher,  Bsosriff, 

Locke,  Ephreim,       Boston, 

LoweU,  Rev.  Charlea,    *< 

Lyman^ev.  George,  Sutton, 

Manh,E.J.,  OraCen. 
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Mantoo,  Willian,  Bottcn. 

•MeKaan,  Williun,    ** 

•MeLeM,  Mr*.  Ann,  ** 

Means,  R«v.  John  O.,  Mtdwajf. 

MeaiM,  Bin.  John  O         *' 

Milh,  Rev.  C.  U,  Jfartk  BridgmaUr. 

Milk,  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.       '* 

Mister,  Mra  Fanny  L.>  BotUn. 

Mister,  Mr*.  Mary  R.,  Hariioick. 

Mister,  Mr*.  8.  lEL,  Roek  hland.  III 

Hone,  Charles  N.,  Foxboro*. 

Nason,  Rev.  Elias,  Matick. 

*Newell,  Montgomery,  BotUm. 

Noreroea,  Joeiah,  South  Reading. 

Noyes,  Alva,  M'erth  Bridrnoater, 

Nnse,  Daniel,  IFsst  JItedwaif. 

Ordway,  Aaron  L..  M'tw  York  eitf. 

Packard,  Rev.  D.  Temple,  A*.  Bridgowttr. 

Palmer,  Rev.  Stephen,  Jf$odkmm. 

*^rker,  John,  Boston, 

Parker,  Mn.  Sarah,  " 

*Parkman,  Rev.  Francis,      " 

*Parkman,  Samnel,  ** 

Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah,  ** 

*Puaoos,  Gorham,  ** 

•Parsons,  WiUiam,  ** 

Partridge.  Joseph,  HoUiHon. 

Patrick,  Rev.  Uenrv  J.,  Bedford, 

•Perkins,  James,  Botton. 

•Psrkins,  James,  Jr. 

•Perkins,  Thomas  H. 

Psten,  Edward  D. 

PhiUipe,  Mis.  SaUy, 

•Phillips,  William, 

Pickard,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  OroMlmd. 

Pierpont,  BLev.  John,  Mtdford. 

PcMBd,  Almira  W.,  SmUA  Maldon» 

Pond,  John  P.,  BooUn. 

Porter,  Samuel  8w,  Wiikthttor, 

Pntt,  Coroelins,  Korth  BridgtwoUr, 

Pratt,  Galen.  *' 

•Praseott,  William,  Botton, 

Priaee,  Rev.  J.  M.,  OtorgUown, 

Prince,  Mn.  Sarah  B.     7* 

Riee,  Mn.  Elizabeth,  Lawrsncs. 

Rice,  Mrs.  Henry  A.         " 

Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Btvtrlf, 

Richardson,  Boojamin  P.,  Booton, 

Rtehardson,  Lather,  Winehetltr. 
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Richardson,  Somner,  Wineksiter. 
Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr .  Boston, 
•Robbins,  Edward  U.      '« 
Rockwood,  John,  Oroton. 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  AbrCA  Bridgtvater, 
•Rogen,  Rev.  William  M.,  Boston. 
Sawtell,  Ephraim,  Orston. 
•Salisbory ,  Samuel,  Boston, 
Sargent,  L.  M.  ** 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.   ** 
Shaw,  Mrs.  Hannah,     " 
Sheldon,  Rev.  Lather,  TVwiueiid. 
Sheldon,  Mrs.  Sarah  H.       *« 
•Sigoomey,  Aodraw,  Boston, 
Sigonmey,  Henry,  " 

•Smith,  Samnel,  <* 

Stone,  Rev.  Andrew  L.    " 
Stone,  Mra.  Matilda  F.    ** 
Sumner,  Mn.  H.  H.,  Forkoro*, 
Tappan,  John.  Boston, 
Teele,  Rev.  Albert  K.,  Milton, 
Temple,  Mark  M.,  Rsuding, 
Thayer,  Amasa,  Brointrss, 
Thayer,  Ira,  •* 

Thayer,  Mn.  Lilla.  " 
Torrey,  Miss  Elisabeth,  South  ffeffwumtk. 
Tattle,  Miss  Sarah.  Andovor, 
•Walley,  Samnel  H.,  Boston, 
Wakefield,  Miss  C,  Reading, 
Ward,  Artemas,  Boston, 

Welch,  John,  " 

Weld,  James,  " 

Wendell,  Mn.  Catharine,  '* 
Whitcomb,  Renben,  Harvmrd, 
Whiteomb,  Reuben,  Jr.  " 
Whitcomb,  Mn.  Abby  P.  « 
Whiteomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D.  •« 
Whiteomb,  Miss  Mary  M.  " 
•White,  James,  Boston, 

•Wigglesworth,  Thomas,  " 
Wild,  Daniel,  ** 

Winthrop,  Robert  C.  " 

•Winthrop,  Thomas  L.      '* 
Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  Sutton, 
Worthingtoo,  William,  BMton. 
Woods,  Samuel  H.  '« 

Woloott,  William,  Danvers. 
Wiley,  Mn.  Ann  E.,  South  Reading. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Beoeipts  from  May  1,  1854,  to  May  1,  1856. 


DONATIONS 

Annual  Subscription  of  Members,      •       •       • 


$729  00 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Bev.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  $163  83 

Bev.  Dr.  Blagden,  Old  South,       .        .       .  145  25 

Rot.  Mr.  Clark,  East  Boston,       ...  44  86 

Rot.  Mr.  Dexter,  Pine  Street,      ...  27  33 

Bev.  Mr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon,     .       .       .  230  00 

Bev.  Mr.  Porter,  South  Boston,    ...  49  05 

Bey.  Mr.  Richards,  Winter  Street,        .        .  65  00 

Rot.  Mr.  Smith,  Shawmut  Arenue,     .        .  77  54 

Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street,        ...  140  00 

Rev.  Dr.  Waterbury,  Bowdoin  Street,         .  121  51 

Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  (1  l.  m.)       .       .        .       .  20  00 

Mrs.  Gordon,  (1  l.  m.)   .       .        .        .        .       .        .  20  00 

Warren  Partridge,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)        .       .        •       .  60  00 

Ruggles  Slack,  (1  l.  m.) 20  00 

Charles  L.  Andrews,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.  in  part,)        .        .  10  00 

Miss  E.  G.  Bolt* s  dass  in  Park  Street  Sabbath  school,  .  1  31 

A  friend,  10,00 ;  do.  for  a.  b.  s.  10,00 ;  do.  2,00 ;  do.  1,00,  23  00 

Chelsea,  Broadway  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     •       .  50  00 
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ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Andoyer,  South  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

«<         Chapel  Society, 

Amesbury  and  Salisbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bradford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (l.  k.) 

Beverly,  A  friend,  (1  l.  m.) 

Washington  St  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Afriend, 


M 


M 


$1,268  68 

120  69 
53  10 

15  00 
108  75 

20  00 

16  86 
6  00 
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Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Gloucester,  A  friend,  5,00 ;  Miss  M.  Lowe,  1,50, 
Hamilton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Hamilton,  East  School  DiBtrict,  (1  l.  m.)    • 
Harerhill,  West  Church  and  Society,  .... 

Mr.  David  Marsh,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)     . 
Centre  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Ipswich,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

**        Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fitz,      ..... 
Lawrence,  Lawence  Street  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Manchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

•«  ««  "  "        (I  L.  M.  A.  B.  8.) 

Methuen,  •«  «•  "        bal. 

**        Joseph  How,  Esq 

Newburyport,  Society  of  Rer.  T.  D.  Hske, 

Rockport,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Rowley,  Society  of  Rey.  J.  Pike, 

Salem,  A  friend,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

"    3d  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

**    Crombie  Street 
Wenham, 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Aisabet,  John  J.  McKay,  for  a.  b  s. 

Ariiby,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Aubumdale, 

Boxboro', 

Charlestown,  Winthrop 

Cimbridge,  Miss  Elizabeth  Harlow,    . 

'*         Shepard  Cong.  Church,  (1  l.  m.  and  1  l. 
Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (5  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Groton,  Union  Orthodox  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m 
HoUiston,  Bequest  by  a  friend,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

'<         Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Marlboro',  Union  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s 
Medford,  2d  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  60,71 ;  54,06 ;  (2  l. 

««       A  lady, 

Newton,  West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Eliot  Church  and  Society,     . 
Upper  Falls,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  a.  b.  s. 
Fepperell,  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Reading,  Bethesda  Church  and  Sodety,  (8  l.  x.) 

SaxouTille,  Edwards  Church, 

Soath  BMding,  Congregational  Church  and  Sooiety  fior  a.  b.  s. 
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63  00 

6  50 

16  33 

27  86 

13  00 

30  00 

97  05 

48  00 

32  96 

39  00 

23  50 

30  00 

2  00 

10  00 

52  50 

30  00 

63  80 

30  00 

71  56 

47  00 

84  00 
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$1,107  46 


5  00 

5  00 

20  00 

38  56 

3  25 

63  16 

10  00 

151  74 

150  00 

19  33 
63  00 
50  00 
65  00 
80  00 

114  77 

5  00 

48  16 

61  75 

59  00 
14  85 

60  00 
16  00 

20  60 
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Sherbom,  Female  Reading  and  Bener.  Soc.  (2  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  s.  in  part,) 
Sudbury,  Ladi^'  Miaaionary  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Tewksbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.) 
Townsend,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  k.) 
Wayland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .... 
Winchester,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Kobinaon,  (7  l.  m.)  . 
Wobum,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .... 
Ladies'  Charitable  Reading  Society,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.)   . 


«< 


)  60  00 

30  00 

31  24 

)   40  00 

19  06 

140  00 

76  78 

30  00 

$1,486  25 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Athol,  Society  of  Rev.  J.  F.  Norton,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Barre,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Brookfield,  West,  Rev.  Mr.  Byington's  Society,  . 

Douglas,  East,  Cong.  Church  and  Soc  for  a.  b.  s.  44,67 ;  27,00, 

Fitchburg,  Religious  Charitable  Society,  (2  l.  k.  a.  b.  s.) 

**         Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Grafton,  Evan.  Cong.  Church  and  Sodety,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.) 

Harvard  Association, 

Leominster      '*  

Lunenburg       '*  ..... 

Milford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
MiUbury,  "  "       (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  8.) 

Northboro',  A  friend,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

"  A  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  (1 

Princeton,  Society  of  Rer.  Mr.  Wickes, 

Shirley  Association, 

Southboro',  Pilgrim  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Upton,  Dea.  WUliam  Fiske,  2,00 ;  Miss  Lucy  Fiske,  1,00, 
Westboro',  Evan.  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.) 
Winchendon,  North,  Congregational  Churdi  and  Society, 
Whitinsville,  " 


ImX.) 


«< 


«< 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst,  North,  Cong.  Church  and  Sodety,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.) 
Belohertown,  Benevolent  Aaaociation,        .... 
Hadley,  North,  Congregational  Church  and  Sodety,  . 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 


Z6  52 

68  70 

10  00 

71  67 

81  59 

5  00 

60  00 

49  83 

24  10 

16  60 

17  15 

30  00 

40  00 

50  00 

43  00 

6  00 

20  28 

8  00 

132  06 

8  00 

110  00 

$877  50 


44  24 

70  00 
27  00 

$141  24 


Hakpdsn  CoxnrTT  Biblb  Socibtt. — Mr.  Jamea  Brewer,  2d,  Springfieid,  TV. 

Donations,  details  not  reported, 512  18 

Westfidd,  Cong.  Church,  (1  l.  d.  and  1  l.  x.  a.  b.  b.  in  part,)  184  00 


$646  18 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 
Fbanillin  Countt  Bible  Sooebtt. — Mr,  WiUiam  Ettiot^  Qremfield^  TV. 


Bemazdston,  Hon.  Henry  W.  Coshman,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.)  • 

**  Orthodox  Society, 

Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, . 
Conway,  •«  «•  "... 

Charlemont,         *<  '*  **    1,11 ;  Gentlemen's 

Association,  10,95  ;  Ladies'  do.  12,14  ; 

'<  East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Deerfield,  Orthodox       •«  " 

'*        South,  Monument  Society, 
Gill,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Hawley,  Nathan  Vincent,   ..... 
•«        West,  Lidividuai,          .... 
Heath,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lererett,        "                  "                  " 
Montague,      «*                  «*                 " 
Shelbume,  Ladies'  Association,  21,33 ;  Gent's  do.  19,47 ; 
Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Warwick,  Trinitarian  Society, 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Dorchester,  Village  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

i<  2d  •«  "  "  .        , 

Franklin,  "  "  •«  .        . 

Medway,  East,  Ist  "  "  "  .        . 

*<        Village,  Cong.  Church  and  Soc.  baL  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Milton,  First  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Medfield,  Catharine  B.  White, 

Quincy,  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  • 

Randolph,  East,  *<  <*  «        baL  . 

••         First  Parish, 

Roxbary,  Eliot  Church  and  Society, 

•*        Charles  Bradford, 

Sharon,  Orthodox  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  . 
Weymouth,  North,  Cornelius  Pratt,  (1  l.  m.)     . 

*'  South,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Terry,  (1  l.  k.  a.  b.  s.) 

Wrentham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
North,  " 


<i 


« 


<i 


30  00 

1  60 

43  08 

78  88 

24  20 

12  64 

13  30 

16  00 

8  37 

2  00 

3  00 

7  80 

20  80 

84  76 

40  80 

48  00 

10  00 

$396  03 

20  00 

168  00 

77  80 

33  69 

26  00 

23  40 

60 

28  26 

3  00 

28  00 

118  36 

2  00 

30  00 

20  00 

81  00 

22  00 

9  06 

$640  66 
PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Pltxoutk  Coxtntt  Biblb  Socnmr. — Janxb  H.  Loud,  Etq,  TV. 

Atington,  Ist  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     ...  29  00 

Mrs.  Susan  B.  Frost, 1  00 

Sooth,  William  R.  Vining,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.)       •       .  30  00 


M 
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Abington,  East,  Soc.  of  Bev.  H.  D.  Walker,  bal.  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s 

Bridgewater,  J.  M.  Seward,  (l.  k.  in  part,) 

East  Bridgewater,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

"    and  West  Bridgewater,  Union  Church, 
Kingston,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Peckham,    . 
Lakeville,       "  Rev.  Mr.  Chapman,  . 

Marshfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Middleboro',  Ist  parish, 

North  Bridgewater,  Porter  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 

"  Congregational  "  "     (3  L. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington, 

Plymouth,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Mrs.  B.  10,00;  Nathan  Whitman  for  sales,  3,00, 
Interest  received  of  the  Treasurer,      .... 


) 


BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Centreville,  (Barnstable,)  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Dennis,  South,    ** 
Wellfleet,  First    " 


<( 


« 


« 


« 


18  50 

10  00 

10  00 

9  25 

17  62 

10  50 

18  04 

32  00 

41  06 

)  74  89 

26  00 

7  62 

13  00 

8  00 

$355  98 

21  91 

36  00 

23  00 

16  00 

$96  91 

MISCELLANEOUS    DONATIONS. 

Brownfield,  Me.,  Mrs.  Ruth  Colby, 

Derry,  N.  H.,  Miss  Abby  Choate,  (1  l.  m.  a«  b.  s.)     . 

'*  1st  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Henniker,  N.  H.,  Cong.  Church  and  Soc.  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.  in  part,) 
Saco,  Me.,  Benevolent  Society  in  1st  Church  and  Parish,   . 
Thetford,  Vt,  1st  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Walpole,  N.  H.,  Simeon  N.  Terry,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)    . 

Waterville,  Yt,  Safford  Hopkins, 

Weathersfield,  Yt,  A  friend, 

A  friend,  4,00 ;  do.  3,00  to  distribute  the  Scriptures  in  foreign  lands,    7  00 

$358  87 


5  00 

30  00 

30  00 

22  37 

45  00 

42  00 

170  00 

5  00 

2  50 

is,  7  00 

LEGACIES. 

Andover,  Peter  Clark,  by  John  L.  Clark,  James  G.  Clark,  and 

Mrs.  J.  M.  C.  Dodge,  Ez'rs, $1,000  00 

Braintree,  Levi  Thayer,  by  A.  and  I.  Thayer,  Ex'rs,  . 
Danvers,  Miss  Mary  Eden,  by  William  Wolcott,  Ez'r, 
Hopkinton,  Benjamin  Pond,  by  Benjamin  Pond,  Ez'r, 
Randolph,  Miss  Anne  Kimball  Alden,  by  Ebenezer  Alden,  M.  "D^ 
Salem,  Mrs.  Elixabeth  King,  by  Timothy  Ropes,  Ez'r, 

$1,960  00 


100  00 

200  00 

60  00 

100  00 

500  00 
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ANNUAL   REPORT. 


Th£  Committee  begin  with  stating  what  has 
been  accomplished,  and  end  with  suggesting  what 
it  seems  desirable  to  aim  at. 

There  have  been  issued  from  the  Depository, 
during  the  year,  17,487  Bibles,  and  23,643  Tes- 
taments;  making  a  total  of  41,030.  Of  these, 
39,449  were  in  the  English,  and  1,581  in  various 
foreign  languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  been  3,719  Bibles, 
and  3,193  Testaments  ;  making  a  total  of  6,912.* 
Of  these,  6,224  were  in  the  English,  and  688  in 
foreign  languages. 

They  have  been  appropriated  as  follows : — To 
seamen,  2,336 ;  to  Sabbath  and  other  schools,  994  ; 
to  public  institutions  and  public  houses,  887  ;  to 
city  missions,  636;  to  United  States  ships  and 
navy  yard,  179 ;  to  Germans  in  Boston,  90 ;  to 
destitute  families  and  individuals  in  Massachusetts, 
1,479  ;  and  the  remaining  311  abroad. 

The  income  of  the  Society  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  has   b«en  ;$f24,081  90 ;   of  which  were 


*  Ezdnnre  of  the^  gratuitous  distribution  in  Essex  North  and  Plymouth 
CcnmtisB. 


from  donations,  legacies,  and  annual  subscriptions, 
;9fl  1,824  19;  from  sales,  jjfl  1,260  20;  returned  for 
books  granted,  ;Si28  26 ;  from  interest  and  divi- 
dends, ;^969  25.  The  amount  in  the  Treasury,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  was  ;^1,621  02: 
making  the  total  available  means,  ;$f25,702  92. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been  in 
all,  ;8f23,487  41,  of  which  were,  for  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, ;^13,913  60  ;  donations  to  the  American 
Bible  Society,  $5,513  34  ;  rent,  insurance,  and 
water-tax,  $199  50;  wrapping  paper,  twine,  sta- 
tionery and  printing,  $32  45  ;  fuel  and  incidental 
expenses,  $44  85  ;  printing  annual  report,  $71  80 ; 
commissions  for  collecting  annual  subscription;, 
$56  00;  freight  and  postage,  $158  15  ;  expense 
of  annual  meeting,  $15  00 ;  opening  chapel,  $4 ; 
expense  of  agency  in  Boston,  $22  00 ;  salary  of 
general  agent,  depository  agent,  and  assistant, 
$2,500 ;  salary  of  distributing  agent  in  Essex 
County  North,  and  expenses,  $667  75  ;  traveling 
expenses  of  general  agent,  $288  97  ;  invested, 
$1,030  ; — leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of 
$1,185  51. 

The  Recording  Secretary  and  General  Agent, 
in  his  circuit  over  the  Commonwealth,  sees  grat- 
ifying evidence  of  the  strengthening  hold  of  this 
cause  on  the  hearts  of  the  people.  He  is  more 
than  ever  convinced  of  the  importance  of  system- 
atic efforts  on  the  part  of  ministers  and  laymen 
to  circulate  the  Scriptures  in  •  their  respective 
neighborhoods.  With  all  such  efforts  he  is  most 
happy  to  co-operate. 


Mr.  TwoMBLYy  our  Agent  in  Essex  North,  has 
completed  his  labors.  He  reports  in  the  thirteen 
towns  of  his  district — 8,416  families  visited  :  of 
which  1,011  were  Roman  Catholics,  and  1,172 
destitute  of  the  Scriptures  :  among  these  he  has 
distributed  gratuitously,  1,073  Bibles  and  Tes- 
*  taments,  of  the  value  of  ;^186  28 ;  and  sold  1,874, 
of  the  value  of  ;5f772  27. 

Mr.  Hood,  our  Agent  in  Plymouth  County,  re- 
ports of  the  fifteen  towns  in  his  district,  8,383 
families  visited,  of  which  359  were  Irish  Roman 
Catholics  ;  23  foreign  Protestants  ;  616  were  with- 
out a  Bible  ;  294  had  imperfect  copies  or  of  un- 
suitable print ;  and  237  refused  to  receive.  He 
gave  away  458  Bibles  and  511  Testaments;  and 
sold  1,267  Bibles  and  2,172  Testaments. 

"  The  past  winter,"  he  adds,  "  has  been  very 
unfavorable  for  my  work.  The  blocking  snows  and 
piercing  winds  have  prevented  my  getting  about 
except  on  foot.  To  find  all  the  houses  in  Plym- 
outh, Wareham  and  Carver  woods,  covering,  with 
here  and  there  a  small  clearing,  an  area  of  some 
eighty  or  an  hundred  square  miles,  was  not  a 
small  undertaking ;  yet  I  feel  confident  that  every 
house  was  visited." 

He  speaks  of  an  elderly  lady,  whose  husband  had 
not  been  able  to  read  a  chapter  in  his  Bible  for 
seven  years,  so  small  was  the  print ;  who  herself, 
by  the  time  she  had  read  a  verse  or  two,  saw  all 
the  letters  running  together.  An  elderly  man  had 
been  without  the  Scriptures  for  fourteen  years, — 
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the  family  Bible  having  been  intrusted  to  a  son, 
who  took  it  with  him  on  his  last  voyage,  he  and 
the  book  being  lost  together.  Instances  like  these 
illustrate  the  need,  even  in  our  o\tn  favored  com- 
munity. It  is  proposed  to  enter  at  once,  on  a  thor- 
ough visitation  and  supply  of  Middlesex,  and  to 
proceed  from  county  to  county,  till,  if  possible,  . 
no  family  or  individual,  has  been  overlooked.  Who 
will  not  bid  Godspeed  to  so  laudable  and  hopeful 
an  undertaking  ? 

The  Committee  have  lately  issued  a  Circular, 
calling  attention  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  lapse  of 
years  the  number  of  members  and  life  members 
of  the  Society  has  materially  diminished,  and  in- 
viting  the  well-wishers  of  this  good  work  to  add 
their  names  to  our  Records,  by  the  payment  of 
two  dollars  or  upwards  annually,  or  the  single 
payment^  of  twenty  dollars.  The  former  subscrip- 
tion entitles  to  a  vote  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Society,  and  the  latter  secures,  in  addition,  the 
value  of  one  dollar  a  year,  in  Bibles  or  Testaments. 
A  prompt  and  energetic  movement  on  the  part 
of  a  few  individuals  in  each  of  our  churches,  in 
procuring  these  reinforcements  of  men  and  means, 
would  be  an  essential  service  rendered  to  the 
cause. 

We  must  again  express  our  conviction  of  the 
pressing  importance  of  a  Bible  House.  We  are 
paying  a  very  considerable  rent,  for  very  inade- 
quate accommodations,  in  a  second  story,  diffi- 
cult  of   access   and   not    our  own.     Had   we  a 


capacious  Sales  Room,  on  the  first  floor,  in  a 
central  position,  we  could  enlarge  our  stock,  keep 
every  variety  of  edition — American  and  foreign — 
and  at  once  greatly  increase  our  sales,  as  well  as 


our  gratuitous  issues. 


Other  parts  of  the  building,  if  the  whole  of  it 
was  ours,  could  be  let  at  rates,  that  would  leave 
our  own  apartments  free  to  us.  New  York  is 
provided  with  such  an  edifice,  of  the  ample 
dimensions  that  its  operations  require,  without 
withdrawing  a  dollar  from  its  ordinary  resources. 
Must  our  more  moderate,  but  not  less  urgent, 
wants  be  denied  ?  Will  not  this  Metropolis  of 
commerce  and  letters  and  charities  and  an  en- 
lightened Christianity  furnish  itself  with  a  De- 
pository for  God's  Word,  worthy  of  the  end  it  is 
designed  to  answer,  and  affording  the  facilities 
which  the  wants  of  Massachusetts,  and  New  Eng- 
land, and  other  States  beyond,  and  the  world, 
imperatively  demand  ?  The  Trustees,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  vote  of  the  Society,  propose  in  the 
autumn  to  bring  this  matter  home  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  those  among  us,  whom  a  beneficent 
Providence  has  blessed  with  the  means  and  the  will 
to  devise  liberal  things. 

Do  we  not  live  in  a  day,  when  the  Bible  is 
increasingly  felt  to  be  the  want  of  the  world,  the 
charter  of  all  rational  liberty,  the  passport  to  true 
and  lasting  prosperity,  the  guaranty  of  our  progress 
and  existence  as  a  people  ?  Is  not  a  skeptical  dis- 
trust of  the  divinity  and   authority  of  this   Book 
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yielding,  both  in  this  and  in  other  lands,  to  a  more 
rational  and  more  philosophical  recognition  of  its 
credentials  ?  Is  not  the  truest  thinker  becoming 
the  most  unhesitating  believer  ? 

Let  us  accept,  for  ourselves,  this  legacy  from 
Heaven,  then  transmit  it  to  the  ignorant  and 
guilty  everywhere. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Forty-Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  Society 
OF  Massachusetts  was  held  in  the  upper  vestry  of  the 
Central  Church,  Boston,  on  Monday,  May  26,  1856.  The 
Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  accepted.  The  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  presented  by  the 
Chairman,  and  the  reading  thereof  postponed  to  the  public 
meeting. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Charles  T.  Russell, 

Voiedj  That  the  Trustees  be  requested  to  procure,  as  early  as  may 
be  practicable,  a  suitable  Building  or  House  for  our  pcnnanent  occu- 
pancy, whence  calls  upon  us  may  be  supplied  more  conveniently  to 
applicants,  and  our  operations  be  more  distinctly  brought  into  public 
view. 

The  members  of  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  church, 
vhere  the  public  services  of  the  Anniversary  were  held. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered,  by  Rev. 
Myron  Winslow,  Missionary  at  Madras. 

The  Vice  President,  Rev.  Nathaniel  L.  Frotiiingham, 
D.  D.,  then  addressed  the  assembly  as  follows : 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the  Society,  it  falls  to  me 
to  salute  you,  Christian  Friends,  on  the  present  Anniversary, 
and  to  say  a  few  opening  words.  This  I  do  the  more  heartily, 
and  with  all  heartiness,  from  my  profound  appreciation  of  the 
cause  that  has  brought  us  together.  It  is  a  great  cause ;  and  it 
it  the  common  cause  of  us  all.     How  great  it  is,  may  seem  indi- 
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cated  in  some  faint  degree  by  the  crowded  assembly  here  pres- 
ent.  It  is  shown  by  the  efforts  that  are  every  where  makinsr, 
and  the  vast  array  of  means  set  in  motion,  to  promote  its  objects. 
It  is  shown  more  truly  in  the  history  of  Christendom.  It  is 
shown  in  the  whole  aspect  and  religious  privileges  of  our  public 
state.  And  if  the  hearts  could  be  opened  and  laid  before  us, 
which  the  Bible  has  quickened  by  its  motives,  governed  by  its 
law,  refreshed  with  its  consolations,  saved  by  its  hope,  created 
anew  by  its  divine  spirit  of  life, — it  would  be  shown  far  more 
wonderfully  still. 

I  have  said  that  this  is  the  common  cause  of  us  all.  There  is 
nothing  denominational  or  sectarian  about  it.  It  is  not  disturbed 
by  religious  controversies.  It  is  not  sullied  by  any  of  the  pas- 
sions that  are  apt  to  grow  out  of  such  disputes.  We  may  have 
different  views  of  the  history  and  composition  of  the  Holy  Scrip* 
tures.  We  may  intcrj)ret  differently  their  language.  We  may 
understand  differently  the  exact  nature  and  extent  of  their  inspi- 
ration. But  there  they  stand,  apart  from  all  other  volumes,  on  a 
higher  plane  than  any  other  volume.  We  agree  to  pay  them 
homage  and  reverence ;  to  urge  them  on  the  attention  of  the 
rich,  and  to  distribute  them  among  the  dwellings  of  the  poor ; 
because  we  know  that  they  are  the  treasure  of  those  who  have 
little  else,  and  to  those  who  have  the  most  are  worth  all  the  rest 
that  they  have. 

I  will  not  pile  up  epithets  and  phrases,  to  show  how  important 
the  Bible  is  in  the  training  of  our  generations ;  how  powerful  it 
is  over  the  individual  mind  and  conscience ;  how  precious  it  is 
to  the  anxious  and  sorrowing  heart.  Such  generalities  would  be 
wearisome,  because  they  are  so  familiar,  and  no  one  thinks  of 
calling  them  in  question.  Here  we  are  all  of  one  opinion.  We 
do  not  all  find  the  same  things  in  our  Bibles.  But  each  finds 
what  he  needs  ; — what  is  in  affinity  with  the  best  affections  and 
aspirations  of  his  being ; — what  comes  down  from  heaven  to 
meet  the  cravings  of  his  baiflcd  reason  and  his  frail  condition 
here  upon  the  earth.  What  other  agreement  can  there  be  like 
that? 

I  remember  reading,  many  years  ago,  on  the  fly-leaf  of  an  old 
copy  of  the  Scriptures,  these  two  lines  : 

"  Here  all  persuasions  for  their  doctrines  look. 
And  each  man  finds  his  doctrine  in  this  book." 
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Doubtless  they  were  written  a  little  playfully.  I  think  I  discern 
io  them  a  slight  tone  of  irony ; — amiable,  but  still  a  little  sarcas- 
tic. They  seem  to  say,  that  every  one  sees  on  the  sacred  pages 
not  so  m.uch  what  is  there  as  what  he  has  been  taught  to  see, 
vihat  he  is  beforehand  prepared  to  see,  what  he  wishes  to  see. 
The  saying,  even  if  understood  in  this  manner,  would  not  be 
wholly  without  truth.  But  to  my  thought  it  suggests  a  meaning 
far  deeper  and  nobler.  It  is  this  ; — that  the  divine  word  adi^pts 
itself  to  the  diversities  of  faculty  and  feeling  that  exist  among 
men,  so  that  every  individual  carries  away  with  him  the  portion 
that  is  suited  to  his  special  condition.  In  this  respect,  it  is  like 
the  Spirit  shed  abroad  on  the  day  of  Pentecost ;  which  was  one 
in  itself,  but  various  in  its  manifestations.  It  was  heard  to  speak 
to  every  man  **  in  the  tongue  wherein  he  was  born."  And  so  the 
Bible  addresses  every  man  in  the  native  and  peculiar  dialect  of 
his  own  soul.  This  is  one  of  its  permanent  glories.  This  alone 
will  be  sufficient  to  keep  it  from  ever  losing  the  hold  it  has  won 
upon  the  heart  of  our  common  humanity. 

It  would  be  easy  to  follow  out  this  thought,  and  to  illustrate  it 
in  various  particulars.  But  it  would  lead  me  too  far,  and  keep 
you  too  long  from  the  plainer  matters  of  fact  which  now  invite 
your  attention.  I  ask  you  to  listen  to  the  Annual  Report,  which 
will  be  read  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the 
reverend  Pastor  of  this  church. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read 
by  its  Chairman^  Rev.  George  Richards.  The  Report  was 
accepted^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Studley,  of  Boston,  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

Buolvtd^  That  the  intellectual  profit  to  be  derived  from  tlio  Holy 
Scriptures,  warrants  us  in  making  hearty  efforts  to.secnre  their  distri- 
bution in  every  household  in  this  ancient  Commonwealth. 

This  sentiment  the  speaker  earnestly  and  effectively  en- 
forced.    His  remarks  were  not  furnished  for  publication. 
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Rev.  RuFUS  W.  Clark,  of  Boston,  was  next  introduced, 
who  spoke  in  substance  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President, 

In  appearing  before  you  in  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society,  I  feel  the  same  embarrassment  that  I  should,  were  I 
called  to  advocate  the  importance  and  the  benefits  of  the  sun- 
light. Should  I  speak  of  this  light  as  pouring  into  our  habita- 
tions, gilding  the  hill-tops  and  mountains,  painting  the  flowers 
and  the  landscape  with  beauty,  I  should  simply  be  telling  you 
what  you  all  know.  So  with  the  light  of  the  Sun  of  Righteous- 
ness. Every  one  can  see  it,  feel  its  power,  appreciate  its  glory. 
It  shines  upon  all  man's  interests,  individual,  social,  political  and 
religious.  It  blesses  him  at  every  point,  at  which  he  is  willing 
to  be  blessed. 

There  is  also  great  difficulty  in  describing  the  Bible.  In  order 
to  do  it,  we  must  traverse  every  department  of  knowledge.  As 
a  history,  it  goes  back  over  the  waste  of  ages ;  over  the  rise, 
progress  and  decline  of  empires  ;  back  to  the  glories  of  the  cre- 
ation, when  the  morning  stars  sang  together,  and  all  the  sons  of 
God  shouted  for  joy.  As  a  record  of  God's  providential  dealings 
with  the  nations,  it  is  full  of  lessons  of  wisdom,  adapted  to  all 
the  varied  conditions  and  circumstances  of  life.  Its  philosophy 
is  keen,  searching,  luminous;  laying  bare  the  secret  operations 
of  the  human  heart ;  the  groundwork  of  faith,  and  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  moral  science.  Its  poetry  is  beautiful  and 
varied,  adapted  in  delicacy,  tenderness  and  sublimity  to  the 
themes  which  it  decorates  (»r  illustrates.  For  rhetorical  power, 
deep  pathos  and  stirring  eloquence,  it  is  unsurpassed  ;  and  yet, 
under  all  these  lie  the  great  doctrines,  the  granite  foundation- 
stones  of  our  religious  faith  and  immortal  hopes. 

The  unity  that  pervades  the  volume  is  one  of  its  chief  excel- 
lences.    It  is  one  book,  and  yet  many  books.    One  grand  design 
runs  through  it ;  and  yet  many  workmen,  in  different  ages  of  the 
world,  have  been  employed  upon  the  structure.     The  admiration    , 
of  a  traveler  in  Europe  is  often  excited  as  he  gazes  upon  a  vast, 
splendid  cathedral,  which  has  been  for  centuries  in  process  of     i 
erection,  and  yet  bears  the  stamp  of  one  skillful  architect.     We       , 
have  here  a  cathedral,  a  holy  temple,  that  was  fifteen  hundred 
years  in  the  process  of  building.     Various  wise  and  good  men,        \ 
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kings,  lawgivers,  prophets  and  apostles,  wrought  upon  it.  Yet 
it  bears  the  impress,  in  all  its  parts  and  proportions,  of  one  great 
Architect.  I  would  take  the  skeptic  to  view  its  exterior,  and 
prove  to  hfm  that  the  noble  structure  rests  upon  the  foundation 
of  prophets  and  apostles,  Christ  Jesus  being  the  chief  corner- 
stone. I  would  conduct  him  within  the  walls,  and  show  him, 
on  the  tables,  the  inspired  records,  luminous  with  divine  truth. 
I  would  lead  him  to  the  altar,  that  he  might  view  the  sacrifice 
made  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  I  would  have  him  turn  towards 
the  choir,  and  hear  the  beautiful  Psalms  of  David  chanted  by 
those  whose  hearts,  as  well  as  voices,  were  full  of  the  praises  of 
Jehovah.  I  would  have  him  wait  and  behold  our  great  High 
Priest  ascend  the  pulpit,  and  listen  to  him  who  *  spake  as  man 
never  spake.' 

But  without  dwelling  upon  these  points,  I  wish  specially  to 
direct  your  attention  to  the  adaptation  of  the  Bible  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  and  American  institutions. 

And  first,  free  institutions  and  just  laws  cannot  exist  without 
the  Bible.  The  experiment  has  been  tried  in  Europe  of  estab- 
lishing republicanism  without  a  pure  Christianity,  and  it  has 
utterly  failed.  The  union  between  the  Bible  and  freedom  is 
inseparable  ;  and  for  the  obvious  reason  that  a  free  people  must 
be  under  the  controlling  influence  of  moral  laws.  A  community 
must  have  the  Bible  as  a  standing  army.  We  who  arc  in  this 
church  to-day,  are  not  ruled  by  the  government  of  Massachu- 
setts. Should  this  government  be  annihilated  to-morrow,  we 
should  all  be  true  to  an  ideal  government,  growing  out  of  our 
sense  of  right  and  justice.  No  man  here  would  steal  or  commit 
murder,  because  there  was  no  human  law  against  the  crime ! 

On  the  other  hand,  a  despotism  requires  a  standing  army. 
The  Pope  of  Rome  keeps  Bibles  out  of  his  dominions,  and  con- 
sequently French  troops  must  come  in.  Without  these  forces, 
his  authority  would  be  instantly  overthrown. 

Our  beloved  State  affords  a  striking  example  of  a  Bible- 
governed  community.  The  order,  industry,  intelligence  and 
happiness  that  prevail  here — the  provision  that  is  made  for  the 
poor  and  the  unfortunate — the  mighty  moral  influences  that  go 
forth  from  our  benevolent  societies,  all  show  the  salutary  efiects 
of  this  precious  volume.     •     •     •     This  book  is  adapted  to  all 
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classes  in  society,  from  the  most  gifled  and  cultivated  down  to 
the  most  illiterate.  It  contains  profound  doctrines  and  deep 
mysteries,  upon  which  years  of  investigation  may  be  profitably 
expended  ;  and  also  contains  truths  so  plain  that  he  who  runneth 
may  read  them.  Much  of  the  language  of  Scripture,  too,  is 
addressed  to  individuals.  The  doctrine  of  regeneration  was 
unfolded  to  Nicodemus.  The  glorious  system  of  spiritual  wor- 
ship was  made  known  to  an  obscure  Samaritan  woman.  That 
sublime  and  cheering  announcement,  "  I  am  the  resurrection 
and  the  life,"  was  made  to  the  sister  of  Lazarus. 

Single  verses  of  the  Bible  contain  whole  systems  of  theologi- 
cal truth.  Analyze  that  declaration,  "  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,"  &c.,  and  you  will  find  in  it, 
every  truth  that  is  essential  to  man's  salvation.  The  infinite 
love  of  the  Father  is  set  forth  as  the  source  and  basis  of  all 
vital  religion.  The  exhibition  of  this  love  is  made  in  the  gifl  of 
his  Son.  The  ground  of  pardon  and  acceptance  is  declared  in 
the  words,  **  Whosoever  believeth  in  him."  The  next  point  is 
the  assurance  of  protection  from  the  penalty  of  the  law,  and 
finally  the  rich  and  glorious  promise  of  '*  everlasting  life." 

Still  the  Bible,  full  as  it  is  of  truth,  is  but  a  partial  revelation. 
The  uurevealed  is  vastly  more  than  the  revealed.  How  little  we 
know  of  heaven  compared  with  the  reality.  All  the  imagery 
used  of  thrones,  crowns,  kingdoms,  feasts,  &c.,  is  simply  the 
effort  to  express  what  cannot  be  expressed.  A  mariner  approach- 
ing Boston  harbor  in  ^  dark  night  may  see  the  beacon-lights,  and 
declare  that  he  sees  Boston.  But  the  city,  with  its  streets,  houses 
and  churches,  is  still  beyond,  out  of  his  view.  We  gaze  upon 
the  stars  above  us,  but  we  do  not  see  the  universe  of  God.  That, 
in  its  breadth  and  glory,  is  far  beyond  these  signal  lights.  So  of 
the  truths  of  the  Bible.  This  volume  serves  as  a  lamp  unto  our 
feet  and  a  light  unto  our  path.  But  the  realities,  joys  and  glo- 
ries of  the  eternal  world,  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor 
the  heart  of  man  conceived  of. 

In  the  next  place,  the  Bible  is  the  great  engine  of  reform  in 
our  land.  There  are  those,  calling  themselves  reformers,  who 
trample  this  sacred  book  under  their  feet.  They  imagine  that 
they  can  accomplish  their  designs  by  the  force  of  their  own 
wisdom  and  exertions.     But  their  cause  is  suicidal ;  for  no  re- 
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form  can  prosper  that  is  not  conducted  in  the  spirit,  ancT  sustained 
by  the  principles  of  the  Bible.  Equally  in  fault  are  those  who 
use  the  Bible  as  an  obstacle  to  reform,  and  pretend  to  find  in  its 
pages  an  excuse  for  any  of  the  sins  that  curse  this  nation.  The 
first  class  are  like  men  attempting  to  cross  the  Atlantic  with  a 
great  pressure  of  sail  and  no  ballast  in  the  ship,  and  the  other 
class  have  a  sound  vessel,  an  abundance  of  ballast,  but  not  a 
single  particle  of  canvas. 

We  believe  that  this  word  of  God  protests  against  every  form 
of  sin,  and  is  the  uncompromising  antagonist  of  every  evil  that 
exists  among  men.  And  we  regard  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
minister  to  bring  its  truths  to  bear  against  the  sins  of  our  times. 
It  is  not  enough  to  exhibit  the  wickedness  of  the  antedeluvians, 
and  the  hypocrisy  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  and  then  allow 
the  present  generation  of  sinners  to  pass  by  uuccnsured.  Espe- 
cially at  a  period  like  this,  when  dangers  are  thickening  around 
our  free  institutions,  are  the  watchmen  upon  the  walls  of  Zion 
called  upon  to  be  faithful  and  in  earnest  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty. 

Finally,  the  Bible  will  enable  us  to  fulfill  our  mission  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  Are  we  not  indebted  to  the  influence 
of  this  volume  for  all  that  we  hold  dear  as  a  nation  ;  and  as  we 
have  freely  received,  shall  we  not  also  freely  give  ?  Who  can 
estimate  the  blessed  effects  of  the  Bibles  that  were  brought  to 
our  shores  in  the  Mayflower.  I  have  of^en  thought  that  it  was 
very  proper,  that  the  noble  men  who  came  to  these  shores  to 
plant  the  institutions  of  religion,  should  first  step  upon  a  rock. 
For  that  rock,  at  Plymouth,  is  an  emblem  of  their  firmness.  And 
if  they  were  so  faithful  to  our  interests,  shall  we  not  be  faithful 
to  others  t  The  nations  of  the  earth  are  ready  to  receive  the 
Bible.  Millions  of  copies  might  be  scattered  in  China,  in  India, 
Turkey,  and  among  the  islands  of  the  sea.  We  have  been 
informed  that  converted  Mohammedans  are  distributing  the 
Bible  in  Turkey,  and  that  the  Sultan  has  manifested  a  willing- 
ness to  examine  the  Scriptures.  Let  us  do  our  duty,  and  soon 
would  millions,  in  other  lands,  join  in  the  beautiful  song  that  we 
have  just  heard  sung,  and  the  earth  be  belted  round  with  the 
music  of  grateful  hearts, — hearts  regenerated  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  fitted  for  a  nobler  and  purer  service  in  the  regions 
above. 
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The  closing  Address  was  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  P.  PeabodYj 
D.  D.,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  who  with  great  beauty  and 
impressiveness  exhibited  the  Bible  as  a  miscellanyi  peculiarly 
adapted  thereby  to  reach  and  influence  the  mind,  and  in 
striking  analogy  with  God's  methods  generally. 

After  the  usual  Doxology  and  the  Benediction,  the  meet- 
ing was  dissolved. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 

PREVIOUS  TO  rrs  incorporation. 

July  ]3,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophiliis  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being  read 
from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  and 
was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
▼iZii —  , 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all*  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting/of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

G.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  inittitution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  fi>r 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OP  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH      OF      MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  J^Iassachusetts. 

Whereiu,  the  persons  hereafler  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churchen 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq  ,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafler  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible 
Society  of  Massachusetts. 
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Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the  said  William  Phillips, 
and  others  abo?e  named,  and  their  associates,  shalj  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure  ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im- 
proved for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851, 

■ 

the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  "  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tributiop  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  u. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  Statef  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
80  become  memboDS,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  ill. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
80  long  as  such  payment  is  continued,— and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    v. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, CorresfM>ndiiig  Secretary,  Recordir»g  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  Huch  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annua]  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the . 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Bosto'n. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  Buch  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.    Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository, — 
each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  persons. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
fands,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
(^the  value  thereof,  (1,00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  currenif  not  for  past  years. 
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MEMBEKS  FOR  LIFE, 


BY  VlllTUE  OP  A   CONTRIBUTION  OF  TWENTY   DOLLARS  AND  UPWARDS. 


Alhrea,  John,  Boston, 

Andrewi,  ArUMiiax  F..  FUckbwrg. 

AndrewH,  C.  L..  Bonton 

*A(iaiii8,  Joho  Quinry,  QBincy. 

*A|>pleton,  Siiniuel,  Bofton. 

ApplotOQ,  WiUinm,      '* 

Aiwood,  Juhn  W.,  Ckatkam, 

Alden,  Alinira  i^  C,  Foiboro'. 

Baker,  Mm.  F^loanor  J.  W.,  DvrchuUr, 

Kurbur,  Martin,  Sherbom 

Barnard,  Williaiii  F.,  Marlboro.'' 

Burnpfl,  William,  " 

Kanlutt,  Thoiiia*,  Boston. 

Bayley,  Rtitiert,  Mrwlmrifport. 

Bi'prhvr,  Uhv.  Willi.im  H..  Reading. 

Btilknap,  >(i!«ii  Martlia  M.,  hyamirngkam, 

Klanchanl,  Miat  Franc«i*  i.\,  Uroton. 

BtNlMrell,  Kev.  J.  C.,  Framinghiim. 

*Bond,  GftirgH,  Best  on. 

Mower*,  Luke  K.  " 

Bo  wen.  Mm.  Cara  H.     '* 

Brackett,  Jamon,  Quiiiry. 

Branian,  Uev.  Isaac,  Qwrgetown, 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  Reading. 

*Brunitieltl,  Blizabeth,  Boston. 

•BriN)ka,  Petur  C.  " 

Bruoka,  Peter  U.  " 

Brown,  Joseph,  Qroten. 

Bulklej.  Mrs.  Catharine  F.  " 

Bytl«r,  Mrs.  Jane  I).  *» 

Carponter,  Catharine  C,  Foiboro*. 

Car|ienter,  Daniel,  " 

Chase,  liezekiuh,  Lynn. 

Child,  Misn  Lucy,  Tketford,  Ft, 

Choato,  David,  Topnjifld.     . 

Clap,  Mm-  Riibecca,  Boston. 

Clapp,  John  C.  " 

Clark,  James  G.,  Andover. 

Clark,  John  L.  « 

Clark,  Jonathan,  Winchtster. 

Clark,  Oliver  K.  " 

Clark,  Miss  Nelly,  Sktrb^rrn. 

Clark,  Rev.  Rufus  W.,  Boston, 

Clary,  Mrs.  8.  8.,  Tkttford,  Vu 

•Cobb,  Richard,  Boston, 

Cobb,  Jacob.  JibingUm. 

*Codnian,  Cnarles  K.     Boiton, 

Codmnn,  B4rs.  C'atharine,    " 

Conn,  Horace,  IVobum. 

Coolidfe.  Joseph,        Boston, 

Cruaby,  Mrs.  Rebecca,     " 

Curtis,  Abner,  £«se  JSbington. 

Cushman,  George  H.,  ^ortk  Bridgtvattr. 

Cutter,  Stephen,  fVinckester. 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.        " 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Reading, 

Dana,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Davis,  Alvah  M.,  Haverkill. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.,  /forthboro\ 

Dix,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Boston. 

Dodge,  R«v.  John,  Hnrva$^ 

Dodg«,  Mn.  Ann  &     ** 


Dodge,  Mrs.  J.  M.  C,  Andover, 

Dorr,  John,  Boston. 

Dow,  Joflinh,    *' 

•Dowse,  Kiiward,  Dedkam, 

Eager,  William,  Boston, 

Eastburn,  Rt.  Rev.  Manlon,  ** 

l^ion,  Eben,  Framingkam, 

Euton,  MixK  Martha  W.,  Fittkburg. 

Kutun,  William,  Boston, 

I^Iaion,  William  J.,  f*'sslboro\ 

*KIiot,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Eliot,  Samuel  A.     " 

Elwell,  Robert,        " 

Emery,  Mrii.  Harriet,  JVWt A  IVeymoutk, 

Everett,  EdwHrd,  Boston. 

Farnsworth,  Mr*.  Abe  I, 'GroCcm. 

Fay,  (.-yrus.  h'estburo\ 

Fearing,  Albeit,     Boston. 

Fearing,  Mrs  Albert,  " 

Ford,  i^v.  Guurge,  Grototi, 

Ford,  Thomas  A.,  ^ortk  Bridgeioattr. 

Ford.  .Mrs  Eliza  C.        " 

Fosdii'k,  Charles,        Oroton, 

Fosdick,  Samuel  W.        " 

Fosdick,  Mi^a  Mary,        ** 

Francin,  Ebenezer,  Boston. 

Gale,  Rev.  W^aketield,  Rockpert, 

Gnltf,  .Mrs.  Wakefield,        " 

Gale,  Justin  l<:d wards,        ** 

Garrotte,  Kev.  Edmund  Y.,  Fozboro*, 

Garrette,  Mrs.  Franzenia  W.      " 

*Gibbs,  Mrs.  Mary,    Boston, 

Gordon,  Solomon  J.        ** 

Gordon,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  ** 

Gott,  J.  R.,  Oeorgstoson, 

Gray,  Francis  C,  Boston. 

Gray,  Henry, 

Gray,  Horace, 

Gray,  John  C. 

Green,  J.  S.  Copley,  " 

•Grew,  John,  " 

•Hammait,  Mrs.  Mary,  Boston, 

Hammond,  Rev.  William  &,  BrahUrsa, 

Hammond,  Mrs.  Louise  M.  ** 

Hardwick,  Thomas,  QuiHcy. 

Hawas,  Cvnthia,  NVsmtAaai. 

Hawkes,  Mss  Lydia  E.,  South  Reading. 

Hayward,  Elias,  Braintree. 

Headley,  Rev.  P.  C,  SandvUk, 

Heard,  John,  Ipswich, 

Hig^inson,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boston, 

Hiidreth,  Mn.  Mary  R^  OroUm. 

•Hill,  Henry,  Boston. 

Hill,  Jotham,  tVobum, 

•Holmes,  Rev.  Abiel,  Cambridge. 

Holmes,  .Miss  £.  A.,  Andover. 

Hooker,  George  B.,  Sherbom, 

Hooper,  Robert,  Boston, 

Hoppin,  Rev.  James  M.,  Salem, 

•How,  JaniM,  Boston, 

Howard,  Carjr,  M\n-th  Bridgewater, 

HoW|  Pr«d«nek,  Dan9er§, 
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*Howe,  John,    Bo»ifin. 

Hovey.  (SeurgH  O.  ** 

Uoyt,  Mrt.  .Muriu,  Framingkmm, 

Humphrey,  Duiiiel,  Kartk  tVeymututk. 

*H«alop,  baviil,    BttJiUtm. 

Jmrluion,  Jhidc**,         '* 

JarkMin,  Patrirk  T.  " 

Jephioo,  Mil*  (.'.  K.,  BrooUint. 

Jnhnvon,  Mri.  ESmina  C,  Brmdfprd. 

JuhiMonf  Mri.  S.  \V.,  Farmimgtimt  JV.  U. 

Joy,  Mri.  Abigail,  Button, 

Kee|i,  N.  C.  *' 

Keith,  Acxi  D.,  JVortA  Bridgevater. 

Koitb,  Charle«,  " 

Kerr,  Jamei  K.,  Foxboro*. 

Kerr,  Jane,  ** 

Kinsman,  Misi  Harah,  Boston, 

*Kniiwlea,  Kev.  Jamei  U.  *^ 

Ko»i.  Mn.  t9.,  AocA  ftlandy  III 

L«in«on,  Etiwin,  Boston. 

*La«^efice,  Amoa,  ** 

Lawrence,  A«a,  OroCoa. 

Lawrenee,  Mr«.  M.  A.       ** 

Lawrence,  Mrn.  Nancv  T.,  Carlislt. 

Leach.  Simeon.  M^ortk  Bndgewaltr. 

L^ravuui,  U*achur,  Bcverlj/. 

Leland,  Calvin  J..  M'atuk. 

l^onanJ,  F.li'za,  Foxbaro*. 

Leonard,  Jamua  M.,  Brtdgewater. 

Locke,  RphrHiio,        Boston. 

LowkII,  K«*v.  Chiirlt;*,    '' 

I.Qiiib,  Willibin,  " 

Lyman,  Rev.  (ieor<!n.  Sutton, 

5lannin£,  E«lward  W.,  H'obum. 

Mamh.  E-  J..  Groton, 

Mtimton,  VVilliam,  Boston. 

•McKean.  William,     " 

*McLean,  Mra.  Ann,   ** 

Meana,  Rev.  John  O.,  Medwy, 

Meant,  Mrt.  John  O.        '^ 

Milli.  Kev.  ( \  L.,  .^ortk  Bridgewater. 

Milli,  Mr*.  Rebecca  B.  *' 

Mixter,  Mri.  Fanny  L.,  Boston. 

Mixter,  Mri.  Mary  R.,  Ilardwiek. 

Mixter,  Mn.  B.  E.,  Koch  Island,  III. 

Muun,  RufuB.  Groton, 

Morlpy,  Rev.  i^.  B.,  ^itleboTo\ 

Morae,  rharlei  N.,  Foxbortf. 

Murte,  Henry,  AattcJr. 

Munftcr,  Rev.  Theodore  1'.,  Dorchester. 

Murray,  Rev.  Jame*  C).,  South  Danvers, 

Naion,  Rev.  Elini,  JVaCirik. 

*i\ewell,  Mont^iniery,  Boston 

Nishtiogule,  Rev.  Crawford,  Groton, 

Norcroaa,  Jmiah,  South  Reading. 

Noyea,  Alva,  M'orth  Bridgewater. 

Nourae,  Daniel,  We*t  Medwajf. 

Onlway,  Aaron  L,  A>«>  York  eity. 

Packard,  Rev.  I).  Temple,  Campello. 

Palmer,  Rev.  Stephen,  M'eedham. 

*Parker,  John,  Boston. 

Parker,  Mra.  Sarah,  <* 

*ParkmBn,  Rev.  Francia,      " 

*Parknian.  Samuel,  '* 

Parkman,  Mra.  8urah,  " 

*Panona,  Gorbaro,  •* 

*ParaonB.  William,  " 

Partridge.  Joeeph,  Holliston. 

Patrick,  Rev.  Ilenry  J.,  Bedford. 

*Perkina,  Jamea,     Boston. 

*Perkin«,  Jamet,  Jr.     ■* 

•Perkina,  Thomai  II.    " 

Potora,  Edward  I).         " 

Phillipi,  Mra.  Sally,      ** 

*Phillipa,  Wiliam,       " 

PiekanI,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  OroveUind. 

Pierpont,  Rev.  John.  Medford, 

Pood,  Almira  W.,  Souih  Mnldtn. 


Pond,  Jt>hn  P.,  Boston. 

Porter.  Samuels'..  H'inehester. 

Pratt,  Curiieliua,  Serth  Ueffmcuth, 

Priiit,  C«  tlen,  M'ttrth  Bridgewater, 

Pratt,  Niirtiin,  Bramtrte. 

*i*reacoTt,  WilJimn,  Boftnn, 

Prince,  Rev.  J.  SLftGeurgetoien. 

Prince.  Mra   Snrnli  B.       •• 

Rice,  Mm.  Elizabeth,  Lawrence. 

Rico,  Mn.  Ilnnry  A.         ** 

Rioh,  Rev.  A.  B.,  BtPtrltf. 

Rithordann,  Reiijnmin  P.,  Boston, 

Richardion,  Luther.  H'uuhester, 

Richardaon,  Humnrr,        " 

Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boateii. 

Robbini,  Andrew,  Groion. 

*R»bbina,  Eilward  H.,  Boston, 

RockwiNxl,  John,  f^rofea. 

Robinaon,  FI.  VV'.,  A*i/rt4  Bridgevater, 

*Rogeni,  Rifv.  William  M.,  Boston. 

Fawiell,  Ephniim,  Groton, 

*24ali«burv,  Samuel,  Boston, 

Hargent,  L  M.  '* 

Hcudder,  rharloB,  ** 

^<l•l^rid£e,  Thoinna  O.     " 

Hhuw,  Mra.  Hannah,      ** 

Sheldon,  Rev.  Lulher,  fVestboro*, 

lElhAldun,  Mrrt.  Sarah  11.        " 

*Hif  uurney.  Andrew,  Boston. 

Hi'uurney,  Ilonrv,  " 

Hhi^erick,  Mina  Mniia  L.,  JV*.  Bridgewater. 

i^lack,  Rug^li'H,  Boston. 

Smith,  Rev.  M-iinun  M.,  Brookline. 

Smith,  Mr4.  .M.itiion  .M.  '' 

*t<mith,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Snow,  Mra.  Caroline,  ^'orthboro*. 

Stone,  Rev.  Andrew  Ij.   Boston. 

Stone,  Mra  Matilda  F.         " 

Sumner,  Mn.  H.  H.,  Foxboro*. 

Tappan,  John,  Boston. 

Teele.  Rev.  Albert  K..  Milton. 

Temple,  Mark  M.,  Reading, 

Thayer,  Amaaa,  Braintree, 

I'hayer,  Ira,  " 

Thayer,  .Mra  Li  11a.      " 

Torrey,  Miaa  Elicabeth,  South  tVepnemth. 

Traak,  Mra.  A.  II.,  Manchester. 

l*uckor,  Jeaae,  Milton. 

Tuttle,  Miai  Sarah,  Andorerr. 

Twichell,  John  M.,  FtUhburg, 

'I'ylor,  Jerome  W.,  Boston. 

Voae,  William  H  .  Fitrhburg. 

*Walley,  Samuel  H.,  Boston. 

Wakefield,  Miwa  C,  Reading. 

Ward,  Artemai,  Boston. 

Welch.  John,  " 

Weld,  Jamea,  '< 

WhIIi,  Mra.  .Martha  U.,  Jforthboro: 

Wendell,  Mra  (*atharine,  J9ii«f«ii. 

Wliitromb,  Reuben,        Harvard, 

Whitromb,  Reuben,  Jr.  *« 

Whitcomb,  Mra.  Abby  F.       " 

Whitcomb,  Mra.  I«oui«a  D.     ** 

Whitcomb,  Miia  Mory  M.       " 

*White,  Jamea,  Boston, 

*Wig«leBworth,Thoniaa,  " 

Wild,  Danii'I.  " 

Winthrop,  Roliort  C.         " 

*Winthrop,  Thimiaa  L      •» 

WiMxIhury.  Simon  J..  Sutton. 

Worthiiigton,  William,  Boston, 

Wood,  Eliaaboth  >'.,  Foibaro\ 

Wooda,  Miia  Abbie  Wheeler,  ./f«ik5f. 

Wooda,  Samuel  H.,  Boston, 

Wolcott,  VVilliam,  Danvtre, 

Wiley,  Mra.  Ann  E.,  South  Reading, 

Wymao,  William  O.,  Fiuhkmrg, 


DONATIONS. 


BeoeiptB  firom  May  1,  1855,  to  May  1,  1850. 


Annual  Subscription  of  Members, 


$704  00 
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SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street, 

Key.  Dr.  Blagden,  Old  South, 
Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  East  Boston, 
Rev.  Dr.  Kirk,  Mount  Yemon, 
liey.  Mr.  Porter,  South  Boston, 
Rev.  Mr.  Richards,  Winter  Street, 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  ShawmSit  Avenue, 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street,  . 
Rev.  Dr.  Waterbury,  Bowdoin  Street, 

Bromfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (1  l.  m.  a^ 

St.  Paul's  Church,  (for  a.  b.  s.  ) 

William  R.  Lawrence, 

Augustus  Lowell,  (1  l.  d.  a.  b.  s.)  . 

James  M.  ^Vhiton,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Robert  Hooper,  (1  l.  m.) 

Mrs.  Sarah  TutUe,  (1  l.  3i.) 

A  friend,  for  a.  b.  s.   10,00;  do.  4,00 
3,00 ;  do.  1,00 ;  do.  1,00 ;    . 
Chelsea,  Mount  Bellingham  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


do.  for  A 


b.  s.) 


b.  a 


$212  43 

58  75 

66  71 

148  67 

63  03 

90  90 

79  00 

108  26 

130  00 

37  74 

25  00 

300  00 

150  00 

30  00 

20  00 

20  00 

19  00 

6  54 

$  1,628  02 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbury  and  Salisbury,  Union  Church  and  Society,          .        .  8  00 

"         West,  Second  Parish, 14  25 

Ballardvale,  Union  Church  and  Society, 5  00 

Beverly,  Washington  Street  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  15  35 

Danvers,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Murray, 52  01 

"               "         Rev.  Mr.  Fletcher, 16  47 

"        Third  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .        •  16  00 

Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .        .        .  65  00 

Gloucester,  Lanes ville' Evan.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)  5  00 

Groveland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .        .        .  26  50 

Hamilton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)  16  00 

Haverhill,  Centre  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.  jl.  b.  s.  bid.)  83  00 

Moeea  T.  Welch, *     .  1  00 

East,  Baptist  Church, 4  27 


II 


<i 
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Lynn,  Sabbath  Gift  Society  in  Rev.  Dr.  Cooke's  Pariib, 

*'      Union  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Biethuen,  Joseph  How,  Esq.  (1  l.  m.)  • 

Newbury,  First  Parish, . 

Newbury,  By  field,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tenney, 
Newburyport,  Mrs.  Betsey  L.  Colman,  (I  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

"  Belleville,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fisk,  (2  l.  m 

Rowley,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pike,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Salenif  Crombie  Street  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**     South  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Topafield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
lYenham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 


A.  fi 
(IL. 


8. 


M. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Ashby,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  L.  m.) 
Ashland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Boxboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        . 
Cambridgeport,  First  Evan.  Congregadonal  Church  and  Society, 

Carlisle,  A  friend,  (1  l.  m.) 

Charlestown,  Winthrop  Church  and  Society, 
Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (4  l.  m.  a.  u.  h.)     . 
Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .        . 
Framingham,  IloUis  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Groton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  x.) 

<•      Union   Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
(2  L.  M.)  50,62 ;  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Woodbury,  (1  l.  m.)  20,00, 
HoUiston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Uopkinton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Littleton,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lowell,  Appleton  Street  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**      Kirk  Street  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Medford,  Mystic  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Natick,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.) 
Newton,  Eliot  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  61,47  ;  Mrs. 

Mary  Ward,  2,00, 

Newton  Centre,  Young  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society  in  Rev.  Mr. 

Fxirber's  congregation, ,        . 

PeppereU,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Reading,  Bethesda  Church  and  Society,        .... 
Sherbom,  Female  Reading  Society,  (1  l.  m.  bal.) 
Shirley,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
South  Reading,  Mrs.  Ann  E.  Wiley,  (1  l.  x.)      . 

**  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.) 

Sudbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Tewksbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.) 
Towmend,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Sooiety» 
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Westford,  Union  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.  ▲.  b.  s.) 
Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 


30  00 
120  00 

$1,169  09 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Athol,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a  b  s.) 

'*       Chestnut  Hill  Sewing  Circle 

Berlin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Clinton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       • 
Fitchburg,  Calvinistic  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (5  l. 
Grafton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Harrard,  Congregational  Church  and  Society",      .        .        • 

Holden,  James  H.  Bailey 

Lancaster,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    • 
Leominster,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lunenburg,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (l.  m.  a.  b.  s.  in  part,) 
Northboro',  Trinitarian  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Orange,  North,  Daniel  Frost,  Ksq.,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)     . 
Princeton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    • 
Southboro',  Pilgrim  Evan.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.  a.  b.  s.) 
Southbridge,  Globe  Village,  Evan.  Free  Church,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s. 
Uxbridge,  Evan.  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.  a.  b.  s.) 
Westboro',  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Westminster,  Mrs.  U.  H.  Kendall, 

Whitinsville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Winchendon,  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst,  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Belchertown,  Benevolent  Association, 

Granby,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Hadley,  North,  Benevolent  Society, 


30  66 

3  00 

25  44 

28  00 

M.)  114  68 

60  00 

48  02 

1  00 

25  00 
27  51 
\^  25 

26  00 
30  00 
42  09 
33  60 
37  00 
45  00 

124  84 

80 

117  23 

19  71 

$  854  83 


34  25 
53  00 
40  28 
27  00 

$  154  53 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Hampden  County  Bible  Society. — Mr.  Jamet  Brewer^  2rf,  SpringfUldt  Tr, 

Donations,  1,112,00 ;  less  326,86  credited  to  Bible  account, .        .      785  14 
Springfield,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  d.  a.  b  s.  in  part,)  110  15 

$895  29 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 
Fbanklot  County  Bible  Society.— Ifr.  WUliam  Elliott  GreeftJUld^  TV. 

Ashfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  Gent.  Association 

16,07 ;  Ladies'  do.  17,56, 33  63 

Bemardaton,  Orthodox  Congregatbnal  Church  and  Society,  5  00 
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Backlaad,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .        .  24  60 

Charlemont,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1l.m.  A«B.B.in  part,)  23  00 

Deerfield,  A.  C.  WiUiams, 60 

**        South,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         .  20  00 

**             **     Monument  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  13  00 

Oill,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     •        .        .  7  13 

Greenfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .        .  29  60 

**          Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .  69  70 

Hawley,  East,  Dying  gift  of  a  friend, 3  02 

Shelbume,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  Gents.  Associa- 
tion, 21,60  ;  Ladies'  do.  21,46, 43  06 

Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  b.)  49  00 

'*            Mrs.  Abigail  A.  Sanderson,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)     .        .  30  00 

Warwick,  Trinitarian  Society, ,  .  10  60 

Mrs.  EUxabeth  S.  Pease,  (1  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  s.)      .        .        .        .        .  30  00 


NORFOLK  COUNTY 

Braintree,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  . 

Mn.  Elisha  White,       . 
Brookline,  Hanrard  Church  and  Society, 
Dedham,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Burgess, 
Dorchester,  A  friend,  for  a.  b.  s.   . 

<•  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Means,  200,92 :  Mrs.  E.  J.  W 

Baker,  (1  l.  h.)  20,00,    . 
**  Village  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Foxboro*,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (II  l.  m 
Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
^ledfield.  Miss  Eliza  Basteen,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Medway,  Village,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  ( 1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.) 

**        West,  Second  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b 
Milton,  First  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.) 
Needham,  Nehoyden  Hall  congregation, 

*<        West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Randolph,  East,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Russell, 

**         First  Pariah, 

Weymouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
North,  Pilgrim  Church  and  Society, 

/*       Cornelius  Pratt,  (I  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)   . 
South,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Terry,     . 


M 


M 


•« 


$381  73 

38  09 
10  00 
60  68 
70  00 
26  00 


•) 


8.) 


226  92 
23  00 

283  00 
70  06 
30  00 
30  16 
34  13 
26  60 
9  33 
13  42 
66  00 
32  00 
28  32 
12  00 
30  00 
16  00 

$  1,074  60 


BMSTOL  COUNTY. 

Attleboro*,  Bible  Society,  61,00 ;  less  36,48  for  Bibles, 
*<  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

EMtoin»  Collections,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)     . 


f  • 


14  62 
26  00 
76  10 


$  116  62 


<f 


4t 
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PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  North,  Societj  of  Rev.  Mr.  White, 

Eaat,  Societj  of  Rev.  Mr.  Walker, 

South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bridgewater,  James  M.  Leonard,  (1  l.  m.  bal.)     . 
East  and  West  Bridgewater,  Union  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 
Middleboro',  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

"  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

North  Bridgewater,  South  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

*'  Porter  Evan.  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 

Plymouth,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

$  262  78 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable  County  Buile  Society. — Dea.  John  Munroe,  TV. 
Centreville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .        .        22  98 

Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .        .        .        38  50 
South  Dennis,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .        .        18  06 


12  00 

20  00 

36  50 

10  00 

6  75 

18  25 

40  00 

65  00 

47  00 

7  28 

(Received  on  Bible  account,  $  148.) 

MISCEI^LANEQUS    DONATIONS. 

Kennebunkport,  Me.,  South  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (a.  b.  s.) 
Saco,  Me.,  Benevolent  Society  in  the  First  Parish,        .        . 
Chester,  N.  II.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (a.  b.  s.) 
Exeter,  N.  H.,  Second  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (a.  b.  s.) 
Henniker,  N.  H.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (a.  b.  s.) 
Lyme,  N.  H.,  A  friend,  (4  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)       .        .        . 
Pelham,  N.  U.,  John  Tyler,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Walpole,  N.  H.,  Simeon  N.  Perry,  (a.  b.  s.) 

Ascutneyville,  Yt,  A  friend, 

Leblmon,  Ct.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Woodstock,  East,  Ct,  Mrs.  Lucy  Paine,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Wethersfield,  III.,  Adolphus  Chapin,    .... 
Fuh-chau,  China,  Rev.  Charles  Uartwell,  (a.  b.  s.) 
A  friend,  10,00 ;  do.  4,25 ;  do.  4,00 ;   do.  for  distributing  the 
Scriptures  in  heathen  lands,  2,00, 


$79  54 


16  00 

30  00 

25  75 

28  23 

17  85 

120  00 

30  00 

90  00 

2  50 

17  90 

30  00 

10  00 

10  00 

20  25 

$  448  48 


LEOACIES. 

Fozboro',  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Crossman,  by  Daniel  Carpenter,  Executor,  204  30 
Marlboro',  Miss  Eliza  Williams,  by  William  F.  Barnard  and  WU- 

liam  Barnes,  Executors, 100  00 

Weymouth,  Ansel  Pratt,  by  Samuel  Humphrey  and  Norton 

Pratt,  Executors, 3,000  00 


$3,304  30 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


PUBEMTBD  BT 


THE    EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


AT  THEIR  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


BOSTON, 


MAY   25,  1857,  BEING  THE  XLVIU.  ANNIVERSAKY. 


PuUithed  bj  Order  of  the  Tnuteee. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  T.  R.  MARVIN  &  SON,  42  CONGRESS  STREET. 

1857. 


OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


MASSACHUSETTS  BIBLE  SOCIETY  FOR  1857-8. 


Hoir.  BICHARD  FLETCHER, President. 

Bet.  NATHANIEL  L.  FROTHINGHAM,  D.  D.,    .    .  Vice  Pretident. 

Ret.  GEORGE  W.  BLAGDEN,  D.  D., Cor,  Secretary. 

Ret.  DANIEL  BUTLER, Bee  Secretary. 

GEORGE  K.  SAMPSON,  Esq. Treasurer. 

SAMUEL  MAY,  Esq., Auditor. 


TBUSTEEB. 


Ber.  William  Jexxs,  D.  D. 
Ber.  CuABLES  Lowell,  D.  D. 
Bt  BeT.  Manton  Eastburn,  D.  D. 
Ber.  Geoboe  Bichabds, 
Ber.  John  S.  Stone,  D.  D. 
Ber.  Bason  Stow,  D.  D. 
Ber.  WiLLiAX  B.  Clark, 
John  Taffan, 
Albert  Fsabino, 


Heman  Lincoln, 
Samuel  Mat, 
Jacob  Slbepeb, 
Chables  T.  Bussbll, 
Francis  O.  Wattb, 
Theofhilus  B.  BIartin, 
Stefhen  Fairbanks, 
William  Afflbton, 
Nathaniel  H.  Emmonb,  Esqs. 


BXEOUTIVB    COMMITTEE, 


to  whom  afflioations  are  to  be  made  for  bibleb. 


Bet.   GEOBGE   BICHABDS,    GEOBGE  B.    SAMPSON,   Esq.,  and 

ALBERT  FEARING,  Esq. 


Officers  of  the  Society  from  1809  to  1867. 
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ANNUAL   RErOllT. 


Your  Committee  are  privileged  to  report  the 
continued  prosperity  and  increasing  activity  of  our 
Society.  There  have  been  issued  from  the  Depos- 
itory, during  the  year,  15,836  Bibles  ;  24,386  Tes- 
taments ;  3,841  Testaments  with  the  Psalms ;  and 
1,182  Psalms ;  making  a  total  of  45,245.  Of 
these,  43,634  were  in  the  English,  and  1,611  in 
various  foreign  languages ;  being  an  increase  of 
4,000  and  upwards  over  the  issues  of  last  year. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  been  5,228  Bibles ; 
6,484  Testaments  ;  542  Testaments  with  the  Psalms, 
and  94  Psalms ;  making  a  total  of  12,348. 

They  have  been  appropriated  as  follows : — To 
seamen,  3,837 ;  to  Sabbath  and  other  schools, 
1,332;  to  city  missions,  1,093;  to  public  institu- 
tions and  public  houses,  859  ;  to  emigrants  to  Libe- 
ria, 140 ;  to  Germans  in  Boston,  147  ;  to  destitute 
families  and  individuals  in  Massachusetts,  3,786 ; 
and  the  remaining  1,154  abroad. 

The  income  of  the  Society,  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  has  been  $  22,387  45 ;  of  which  were 
from  donations,  legacy,  and  annual  subscriptions, 
$9,061  06  ;  from  sales,  $  12,234  06  ;  returned  for 
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books  granted,  $22  83;  from  interest  and  div- 
idends, $  1,069  50.  The  amount  in  the  Treasury, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  was  $  1,185  51 : 
making  the  total  available  means,  $  23,572  96. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been,  in 
all,  $22,563  51,  of  which  were,  for  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  $  14,104  60 ;  donations  to  the  Amer- 
ican Bible  Society,  $  3,187  46 ;  rent,  insurance, 
and  postage,  $  254  42 ;  wrapping  paper  and  twine, 
$  47  33 ;  stationery,  printing,  and  advertising, 
$54  14;  fuel,  and  incidental  expenses,  $31  09; 
freight,  $160  83;  annual  report,  $52  00;  ex- 
pense of  annual  meeting  and  opening  the  chapel, 
$  20  00 ;  commissions  for  collecting  annual  sub- 
scriptions, $  62  00  ;  horse,  wagon  and  harness,  for 
distributing  agent,  $  147  00  ;  traveling  expenses  of 
depository  agent,  $  15  50  ;  salary  of  general  agent, 
depository  agent,  and  assistant,  $2,550  ;  salary  and 
expenses  of  distributing  agents  in  Middlesex  and 
Pljinouth  Counties,  $1,582  59  ;  traveling  expenses 
of  general  agent,  $  294  55  : — cleaving  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  of  $  1,009  45. 

The  General  Agent  of  the  Society,  Rev.  Mr. 
Butler,  speaks  encouragingly  of  that  sphere  of 
operations  of  which  he  has  immediate  charge.  He 
enjoys,  this  year,  the  efficient  co-operation  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Slafter,  of  the  Episcopal  church,  who 
is  visiting  and  making  collections  among  the  Par- 
ishes of  his  denomination. 

The  Committee  are  proceeding,  as  fast  as  suit- 
able agents  can  be  procured,  and  as  the  income  of 
the  Society  warrants,  to  visit  every  County  in  the 


Commonwealth,  and  supply  every  family  destitute 
of  the  Scriptures.  The  completion  of  the  work  in 
Essex  North  was  announced  in  our  last  Report. 

Mr.  Hood,  our  Agent  in  Pljinouth  County,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

"  Since  the  last  Anniversary,  my  labor  has  been 
in  Duxbury,  Marshfield,  Hull,  Scituate,  South  Scit^ 
uate,  and  Hingham.  The  deep  snows  and  extreme 
cold  weather  of  last  winter,  together  with  the 
heavy  and  long-continued  rains  that  have  followed, 
have  much  imjjeded  the  work ;  but  still  an  advance 
has  been  made.  Three  thousand  families  have 
been  visited: — 151  Avere  destitute  of  the  Bible,  and 
141  families  either  had  no  Bible  they  could  see  to 
read,  the  type  being  too  small,  or  their  Bibles  were 
old  and  torn,  and  unfit  for  use.  Of  these  292 
families  who  were  destitute  in  whole  or  in  part,  all 
have  been  supplied  by  sale  or  by  gift,  excepting  26 
who  refused  to  receive  the  blessed  book. 

"  The  whole  niunber  of  Bibles  cu'culated  thus 
far  is  2,305,  and  of  Testaments  3,708  ;  making,  in 
aU,  6,013  copies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

"  The  past  winter  has  been  one  of  much  relig- 
ious interest  in  Pljinouth  County.  How  much  this 
interest  has  been  increased  by  the  reading  of  the 
Scriptures ;  or  how  much  that  reading  has  been 
increased  by  the  use  of  so  many  new  copies  of 
God's  word ;  or  what  has  been  its  influence  on  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  studied  \vith  care  its 
blessed  contents,  must  all  be  left  to  that  day  when 
the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  revealed.     We 
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believe  God  when  he  says,  *  My  word  shall  not 
return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall  accomplish  that 
which  I  please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing 
whereto  I  sent  it.'  " 

Mr.  Jacob  Hersey,  distributing  Agent  for  Mid- 
dlesex County,  reports  as  follows : — 

"  I  commenced  my  work  June  9,  1856.  I  have 
explored  20  towns ;  \isited  10,576  families,  of 
which  2,347  Avere  foreigners,  and  mostly  Roman 
Catholics,  and  without  the  Bible,  and  generally 
unwilling  to  take  it  even  as  a  gift.  In  some  cases, 
however,  they  received  the  pocket  Testament  for 
their  children  to  carry  to  school.  I  found  131 
American  families  without  a  Bible.  I  have  sold 
982  Bibles  and  1,776  Testaments,  and  distributed 
gratuitously  among  the  poor  and  destitute  334 
Bibles  and  1,267  Testaments. 

"  I  have  been  treated  kindly,  in  all  the  towns,  by 
ministers  and  people.  I  found  one  destitute  Chris- 
tian lady,  ninety-four  years  old.  She  could  read 
the  large-print  Psalms  very  well  without  glasses, 
and  received  a  copy  very  thankfully.  I  also  found 
another  elderly  lady,  eighty-six  years  of  age.  She 
had  not  had  a  copy  of  the  whole  Scriptures  in  her 
house  for  tAventy  years.  She  showed  me  a  Testa- 
ment that  was  very  old  and  badly  worn,  and  so 
defaced  that  I  could  not  read  a  whole  chapter,  and 
I  asked  her  if  she  could.  *  O  yes,'  was  her  reply. 
'  If  I  can  only  find  the  place  that  I  want  to  read, 
I  can  read  very  well,  as  I  have  read  it  so  much,  I 
can  remember  what  I  cannot  find.'     She  was   a 
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poor  widow,  and  I  gave  her  a  Bible  that  she  could 
read,  for  which  she  gave  me  many  thanks." 

Efforts  have  been  made,  during  the  year,  to 
increase  the  number  of  members  and  life  members  ; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  return  of  another  anniver- 
sary will  find  our  roll  materially  lengthened. 

Especially  would  the  Committee  urge  on  such  as 
have  the  means  and  the  will  to  devise  and  execute 
liberal  things,  the  importance  of  a  more  commo- 
dious and  accessible  depository.  As  our  object  is 
to  circulate,  as  widely  as  may  be,  the  Word  of  God, 
it  seems  desirable  that  a  large  variety  of  books  be 
always  on  our  shelves,  and  so  arranged  and  in  such 
locality  as  to  arrest  the  notice  and  tempt  the  eye  of 
the  passers-by ;  while  the  aged  and  infirm,  without 
unnecessary  fatigue,  may  examine  and  select  for 
themselves. 

The  great  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  we 
commend  to  the  Christian  sympathy  and  active  co- 
operation of  all  well  wishers  of  their  country  and 
their  kind. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Forty-Eighth  AnTuml  Meeting  of  the  Bible  SoaEir 
OF  Massachusetts,  was  held  in  the  upper  vestry  of  the 
Central  Church,  Boston,  on  Monday,  May  25,  1857.  The 
Beport  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  accepted.  The  AnTinftl 
Beport  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  presented  by  the 
Chairman,  and  the  reading  thereof  postponed  to  the  public 
meeting. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society,  for  the  ensuing  year,  were 
elected. 

The  members  of  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  CNuch, 
where  the  public  services  of  the  Anniversary  were  held.  ^'- 

The  Scriptures  were  read,  and  prayer  offered,  by  Ee^ 
Balph  Sanger,  of  Dover,  Mass. 

The  President,  Hon*  Bichard  Fletcher,  then  addressed 
the  assembly  as  follows  : 

The  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  on  this  their  Anniversary, 
are  happy  to  meet  this  large  assembly.  They  are  cheered  and 
encouraged  by  your  presence,  feeling  assured  that  you  approve 
their  object,  and  take  an  interest  in  their  labors.  The  immediate 
field  of  their  duty  is  our  own  Commonwealth,  aud  their  purpose 
is  to  search  out  and  supply  the  destitute,  so  that  in  this  favored 
State  there  may  be  no  home  without  a  Bible. 

In  this  work  they  have  labored  on  for  eight-and-forty  years. 
During  that  period,  they  have  been  accustomed  to  come  up  to 
this  place  from  year  to  year,  to  render  an  account  of  their  doings 
and  publicly  and  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  past,  and  im- 
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plore  the  future  blessings  of  Heaven.  That  the  public  look  with 
distinguished  fa?or  upon  efforts  to  carry  the  Bible  to  the  needy 
and  destitute,  has  been  clearly  shown  by  the  means,  which  have 
always  been  liberally  supplied  to  this  Society  for  the  prosecution 
of  their  work,  and  for  which  they  desire  now,  and  at  all  times, 
to  express  their  sincere  thanks. 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  general  prosperity  to  the  So- 
ciety, and  they  meet  to-day  with  an  encouraging  prospect  of 
future  usefulness  before  them.  But  they  have  not  been  exempt 
from  bereavements.  Since  our  last  meeting  a  valued  member, 
Deacon  William  Worthington,  has  departed  this  life.  He  was 
modest  and  retiring,  but  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  which  he  had  long  been  a  member,  he 
was  constantly  in  his  place.  He  loved  the  cause  and  gave  to  it 
his  hearty  and  earnest  support.  Faithful  and  conscientious  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  life,  he  lived  respected  and 
beloved  ;  and  now  that  he  is  gone,  there  remains  to  us  the 
memory  of  his  worth  and  his  virtues. 

Though  this  Society  have  been  so  long  engaged  in  their  work, 
their  work  is  not  yet  accomplished.  Much  remains  to  be  done. 
There  are  yet  those  who  are  destitute  of  the  Bible.  In  our 
country  at  large,  it  is  estimated,  that  more  than  a  million  of 
families  are  without  the  Christian  Scriptures.  The  amounts 
expended,  and  the  efforts  made  for  the  publication  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  Bible,  form  an  important  and  interesting  portion  of 
the  history  of  the  last  half  century. 

By  means  of  the  circulation  of  this  Book,  the  voice,  which 
was  lifted  up  in  the  villages  of  Galilee,  is  still  heard  by  listening 
millions,  and  hundreds  of  millions,  and  we  trust  the  time  will 
come  when  it  will  be  heard  by  a  listening  world.  He,  the 
narrative  of  whose  short  and  wonderful  life  on  the  earth  is  con- 
tained in  the  Gospels,  travelled  from  village  to  village,  imparting 
instruction  to  the  people.  The  poor  were  the  objects  of  his 
especial  interest  and  regard. 

He  spoke  in  no  splendid  and  spacious  halls.  He  delivered  no 
elaborate  and  formal  orations  to  brilliant  and  applauding  assem- 
blies ;  but,  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  on  the  shore  of  the  lake, 
in  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  on  the  steps  of  the  temple,  he  gave 
instruction  and  warning.  The  themes  of  his  discourse  were  the 
most  important  and  impressive.     He  spoke  of  man's  nature  and 


12 

destiny,  of  his  relation  and  duties  to  his  Maker,  and  to  his 
fellow-man,  and  of  the  great  realities  of  a  life  to  come.  He 
spoke  as  one  having  authority. 

This  Book,  which  we  distribute,  also  speaks  as  having  author- 
ity on  these  great  themes.  It  has  maintained  its  authority  over 
the  most  enlightened  nations,  and  over  the  greatest  and  best  men, 
century  afler  century,  to  the  present  day. 

From  age  to  age,  revolutions  and  changes  in  the  world,  and  in 
the  world's  affairs,  have  been  continually  going  on.  But  amidst 
these  shifting  scenes,  in  every  age  and  in  every  nation,  the 
teachings  of  the  Bible  have  been  adapted  to  the  condition  and 
the  wants  of  man. 

Men  at  all  times,  in  every  condition,  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
the  high  and  the  low,  the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  the  pros- 
perous and  the  afflicted,  the  sick  and  the  dying,  need  the  instruc- 
tions, the  consolations,  and  the  hopes  of  Christianity.  That  all 
may  have  these  instructions,  consolations  and  hopes,  is  the  object, 
which  this  Society  is  endeavoring  to  accomplish.  What  they 
have  done  during  the  last  year  will  appear  by  the  Report  which 
will  now  be  read. 

The  Annual  Beport  was  read  by  Bev.  George  Bichards, 
Chairman  of  the  Executiye  Committee.  The  Report  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  President  then  introduced  Rev.  Jacob  M.  Manning, 
of  Boston,  who  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  : 

In  the  few  words  which  it  is  now  permitted  me  to  utter,  1 
wish  to  be  direct  and  practical.  The  cause  for  which  I  am  to 
speak  is  too  sacred,  and  too  thoroughly  interwoven  with  every 
thing  which  is  dear  to  man,  to  be  talked  about  in  vague  and 
aimless,  though  never  so  glowing,  terms.  It  is  no  human  organ- 
ization,— neither  your  church,  nor  my  church,  nor  the  church, — 
but  the  Word  of  the  ever-living  God,  which  appeals  to  you  for 
help  to-day.  And  do  not  take  me  as  meaning  that  the  Bible 
asks  help  in  its  own  behalf ;  it  asks  you  to  co-operate  with  it  in 
behalf  of  a  needy  world.  When  such  a  charity  knocks  at  your 
door,  and  pleads  for  your  sympathy,  it  needs  no  letters  of  recom- 
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mendation  from  man  ;  its  own  meek,  heavenly  visage,  and  the 
Btory  of  what  it  has  already  accomplished,  are  its  mightiest  argu- 
ment. To  think  of  opening  for  it  a  way  to  your  hearts  by  the 
blandishments  of  speech,  were  as  idle  as  to  think  of  adorning 
the  sunset  or  beautifying  the  flowers. 

1.  Are  you  a  philanthropist  ?     Then  I  ask  you  to  consider 
what  the  Bible   has  done  for  the  world.     Look   backward  over 
the  path  which  it  has  thus  far  traveled.     That  path  shines,  like 
a  belt  of  gold,  on  the  surface  of  history  ;  and  all  along,  rays  of 
light  are  streaming  out  from  it  into  the  adjacent  darkness.     In 
every  place  to  which  its  heavenly  beams  have  not  penetrated,  we 
see  wretchedness  and  the  habitations  of  cruelty.     No  one  of  the 
ancient  civilizations  was  of  a  high  order.     The  Spartan  regime 
concerned  itself  chiefly  with  man's  bodily  powers ;  its  aim  was 
to  rear  up  a  nation  of  warriors  and  athletes.     The  Athenian 
philosophy,  in  its  very  best  days,  did  no  more  than  draw  out  the 
intellect ;  it  was  satisfied  with  feeding  man's  rational  and  poetical 
wants.     In  no  case  was  it  duly  recognized  that  man  is  a  religious 
being,  and  that  he  cannot  find  rest  save  in  communion  with  a 
personal  God.     The  highest  wants  of  the  soul,  \e(i  as  they  thus 
were  without  their  appropriate  food,  drove  man  to  the  practice  of 
idolatry.     Self  was  the  pivot  on  which  systems  of  morality  turned ; 
the  arts  and  learning  were  corrupted  and  misapplied.     In  the 
midst  of  this  moral  chaos,  there  has  been  but  one  hope ;  the 
Bible  has  ministered  faithfully  to  man's  religious  cravings,  carry- 
ing order,   harmony   and  gladness   whithersoever  it  has  gone. 
Who  that  has  roamed  over  the  moral  wastes  of  history,  has  not 
felt  his  heart  beat  with  an   unwonted  and  joyous  pulse,  when  he 
has  happened  to  come  upon  the  track   of  revelation  ?     It  is  in 
bright  and  blessed  contrast  with  what  he  finds  elsewhere.     Fol- 
low that  stream,  which  gushes  up  in  the  shadow  of  the  pyramids, 
through  all  its  desert  windings,  till  it  is  concentrated  in  the  Land 
of  Promise.     Watch  it  amid  the  various  life  of  the  Jews — that 
disobedient  and  gainsaying  nation.     See  it  embodied,  at  last,  in 
the  person  and  ofhces  of  the  Redeemer ;  and  flowing  out  from  him 
unto  all  the  down-trodden.  What  beautiful  adaptation  throughout ! 
God  stoops  to  man,  everywhere,  as  doth  the  mother  to  her  fallen 
infant     The  blind  eye  is  opened  gradually ;  and  the  light  falls 
BofUy  upon  it.     A  new  chord  in  man's  soul  begins  to  vibrate.    A 
new  civilization  grows  up ;  based  not  so  much  on  the  physical 
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or  intellectual,  as  on  the  religious  nature  of  man.  Ideas  of  a 
supreme  Creator,  of  the  nobleness  of  love,  goodness  and  self- 
sacrifice,  begin  to  stand  out  impressively.  Minds  are  quickened ; 
philosophy  is  enriched ;  the  face  of  society  becomes  fresh  and 
heavenly.  Where  the  Bible  has  been  withdrawn,  as  it  was  under 
papal  supremacy,  man  has  lost  ground ;  and  where  it  has  been 
brought  into  contact  with  the  masses,  as  in  Britain  by  Wickliffe, 
and  on  the  continent  by  Luther,  there  we  find  activity,  happiness 
and  healthful  progression.  Look  at  Ireland  by  the  side  of  Scot- 
land, at  Austria  by  the  side  of  Germany,  at  Spain  bythe  side  of 
England  ;  they  are  a  sufficient  proof  that  the  Bible  is  our  richest 
gid  to  the  human  family. 

I  know  that  such  statements  as  these  have  been  assailed  in 
certain  quarters.  There  is  a  shallow  and  atheistical  philan- 
thropy, making  great  pretensions  just  now,  which  casts  aside  the 
Scriptures.  In  its  zeal  to  destroy  the  Bible,  and  to  overthrow 
that  church  which  the  Bible  upholds,  it  has  forgotten  the  aim  of 
all  true  philanthropy.  It  sits  in  its  easy-chair,  self-absorbed  and 
self-satisfied,  and  claiming  for  itself  such  deference  as  it  deems 
the  Bible  unworthy  of;  while  that  same  Bible  is  going  through 
the  world,  watering  its  moral  deserts,  soothing  the  pains,  the 
troubles,  the  griefs  of  the  wretched  and  the  helpless,  carrying 
sympathy  and  hope  to  poverty's  cold  hearth-stone,  comforting 
the  broken-hearted,  and  dropping  blessings  upon  every  head. 
These  anti-Biblical  theories,  for  the  elevation  of  mankind,  are 
short-lived  and  changeful.  One  generation  of  them  goeth,  and 
another  generation  cometh,  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  standeth 
forever.  The  teachings  of  this  only  are  adapted  to  the  deepest 
wants  of  our  nature.  Man  is  a  hapless  orphan  without  it. 
Take  it  away,  and  you  sap  the  life-blood  of  our  literature. 
Destroy  it,  and  you  make  human  life  a  desert  and  a  mystery. 
Let  the  fair-mouthed  apostles  of  infidelity  write  on,  and  talk  on, 
and  mock  on ;  the  pedestal  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  can 
never  be  moved.  The  noblest  sons  of  genius  will  still  follow 
His  star,  and  lay  their  offering  of  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh 
at  his  feet.  To  Him,  in  every  age  and  in  every  clime,  will  come 
the  oppressed,  the  suffering,  the  desolate,  the  weary  and  the 
worn,  to  pour  out  their  sorrows  and  find  sweet  relief. 

2.  Is  it  not  a  real  satisfaction  to  he  enlisted  in  the  Bible 
cause  ?    Yon  are  distributing  a  book  as  to  the  truthfulDess  and 
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tendencies  of  which  there  cannot  be  a  question.  God  made  it 
what  it  is,  both  in  form  and  substance ;  and  it  is  complete. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  added  to  it,  and  cursed  be  he  that  taketh 
aoght  away.  No  political  revolutions,  or  mutations  of  literature, 
or  progress  of  science  and  the  arts,  can  ever  give  occasion  for  it 
to  undergo  the  least  change.  It  is  the  oldest  of  all  books,  and 
the  newest  of  all.  It  came  down  from  heaven  to  lead  up  a  fallen 
race ;  and  it  will  ever  keep  in  advance  of  that  race,  pointing 
them  onward  to  serener  and  loflier  heights.  When  God  was 
about  to  bestow  it,  he  looked  down  through  the  ages,  seeing  the 
end  from  the  beginning.  He  beheld  every  fortune, — the  woes, 
the  wants,  and  the  greatness  of  the  human  family.  He  saw  the 
objections  of  infidelity,  the  oppositions  of  science,  the  indiffer- 
ence and  unbelief  of  worldly  minds.  Not  a  doubt,  or  fear,  or 
sorrow,  or  temptation,  in  all  man's  broad  and  varied  experience, 
escaped  his  eye.  He  adapted  the  gi(\  for  every  exigency ;  he 
placed  within  it  a  balm  for  every  pain.  This  wonderful  volume 
we  may  take,  and  carry  over  the  earth.  It  needs  no  body-guard, 
no  champions,  no  rampart  to  stand  between  it  and  its  foes.  It 
18  invulnerable  and  all-conquering ;  he  that  falleth  upon  it  is 
broken,  and  on  whomsoever  it  falleth  it  grindeth  him  to  powder. 
We  have  no  anxiety  as  to  consequences.  Only  let  it  not  be 
bound.  Give  it  free  course.  Take  every  cloud  out  of  the 
atmosphere  through  which  it  shines.  Its  own  warm  light  will 
sabdue  its  enemies ;  just  as  the  sun  melts  the  icebergs  when 
they  march  out  against  him  from  their  arctic  home. 

3.  Is  it  not  a  comfort  to  us,  now  and  then,  to  leave  our  several 
spheres  of  labor,  and  come  into  sympathy  with  this  blessed  work  ? 
Here  all  the  shades  of  truth  blend,  and  error  sinks  out  of  sight. 
Our  varying  beliefs  are  woven  into  a  harmony  which  no  discord 
mars.  Does  it  not  refresh  us  to  come  out  of  the  thickets  of 
speculative  theology,  to  lay  down  the  badges  of  ecclesiastical 
distinction,  to  leave  the  field  of  denominational  effort,  and  Valk 
hand-in-hand  over  the  sweet  plains  of  the  truth.  Here  is  one 
fdd,  and  one  shepherd ;  and  he  leads  us  in  green  pastures  and 
beside  still  waters.  For  a  little  while  we  drop  our  creeds  and 
confessions,  which  are  so  needful  elsewhere,  and  speak  the  same 
language,  and  glow  with  a  common  desire.  You  believe  this, 
and  I  believe  that,  and  he  believes  something  else.  But  we  all 
believe  the  Scriptures ;  and  so,  forgetting  our  differences  and 
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freighting  ourselves  with  Bibles  and  Testaments,  we  can  go  forth 
together,  leaving  peace  and  gladness  at  every  poor  man's  door. 
We  may  have  misgivings,  sometimes,  as  to  the  influence  of  our 
peculiar  views  and  statements  of  Christian  doctrine;  but  this  is 
the  Word  of  God,  which  goeth  forth  out  of  his  own  mouth  ;  and 
which  shall  not  return  unto  him  void,  but  shall  accomplish  the 
end  whereunto  he  doth  send  it.  As  all  the  colors  in  nature, — 
its  multitudinous  hues  and  shades  and  tints, — are  contained  in  a 
single  beam  of  light,  so  our  many-hued  beliefs  disappear  in  this 
golden  beam  of  benevolence.  Whatever  opinions  we  may  hold, 
if  we  trace  them  to  the  Bible,  this  Society  may  stand  forth  as  our 
representative.  It  is  scattering  abroad,  in  the  full  and  rounded 
form,  that  truth  which  we  all  profess  to  love. 

4.  Are  you  the  advocate  of  certain  principles  of  reform,  which 
you  feel  to  be  just,  and  therefore  wish  to  extend  through  the 
earth  ?  Then  send  forth  the  Bible  as  your  messenger.  It  can 
go  safely,  where  the  living  preacher  might  encounter  stripes, 
imprisonment  and  death.  The  fear  of  man  will  never  persuade 
this  ambassador  to  keep  back  a  wholesome  truth.  It  will  work 
like  leaven  in  the  depths  of  society.  God  will  watch  over  it ; 
and  gradually,  as  we  may  hope,  it  will  find  its  way  even  into  the 
oppressor's  heart.  There  are  other  channels  of  benevolence, 
more  specific  than  this,  through  which  your  influence  may  and 
ought  to  flow.  But  they  are  sometimes  balked,  or  turned  aside 
from  their  objects,  while  every  farthing  cast  in  hither  is  secured 
to  justice  and  truth.  It  is  not  a  set  of  fallible  men,  who  now 
offer  themselves  as  dispensers  of  your  charity.  Here  stand 
Moses,  and  Jeremiah,  and  John,  and  Paul,  and  the  Lord  of 
glory  himself,  ready  to  go  whithersoever  you  shall  bid  them. 
You  can  trust  such  as  these.  They  will  not  abuse  your  confi- 
dence. They  will  speak  the  same  language  wherever  they  go ; 
will  be  as  bold  in  the  midst  of  sinners,  whether  in  eastern  or 
western,  or  northern  or  southern  lands,  as  they  are  while  sur- 
rounded by  troops  of  friends. 

6.  To  the  man  who  is  desirous  of  laboring  directly  for  Christy 
and  who  does  not  see  his  way  clearly,  here  is  an  open  door.  The 
regenerating  spirit  may  have  called  him  late  in  life ;  or  he  may 
lack  the  means  of  an  academic  and  theological  training ;  or  he 
may  distrust  his  aptitude  for  the  preacher's  oflice.  A  noble 
enterprise  here  appeals  to  every  such  person.     He  can  go  to  the 
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depository  of  this  Society,  and  take  the  everlasting  gospel,  and 
bear  it  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  And  I  know  of  no  career  more 
Christ-like,  nor  of  any  death  more  sublime,  than  that  of  the 
Bible  distributer,  who  falls  in  the  midst  of  his  labors,  far  away 
from  civilization  and  the  soft  voices  of  home.  Love's  bosom 
may  not  pillow  his  aching  brain.  No  prayer  may  be  offered ; 
no  wail  of  affection,  or  low,  sobbing  music  may  be  breathed 
around  his  dying  bed.  He  goes  not  down  like  the  warrior  on 
the  battle-field,  wrapped  in  his  country's  banner,  and  cheered  by 
the  shouts  of  victory.  He  stretches  himself  in  lone  and  unat- 
tended agony, — beneath  the  cocoa's  shade,  by  the  side  of  some 
ancient  ruin,  or  on  the  sands  of  the  burning  plain.  But  peace, 
and  glory,  and  triumph  are  there.  The  gate  of  heaven  is  thrown 
wide  to  his  closing  eye.  The  smile  of  his  Master  beams  around 
him,  and  he  hears  angelic  voices  welcoming  him  home.  He 
has  glorified  God  on  the  earth.  He  has  finished  the  work  which 
he  was  sent  to  do.  No  monumental  pillar  may  mark  his  grave, 
and  he  may  even  be  denied  the  rites  of  Christian  burial ;  but 
his  immortality  is  safe  ;  and  his  name  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament,  when  the  last  relic  of  earthly  grandeur 
has  vanished  away. 

**  Though  nameless,  trampled  and  forgot, 
His  serrant's  humble  ashes  He, 
Yet  God  has  marked  and  sealed  the  spot. 
To  call  its  inmate  to  the  sky." 

The  Eev.  George  M.  Randall,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  was 
next  introduced,  and  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows : 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  can  never  be  other  than 
an  occasion  of  interest,  to  all  who  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the 
Word  of  God. 

We  meet  at  this  annual  convocation,  as  the  members  or 
patrons  of  this  noble  institution,  not  to  commend  the  Bible,  nor 
to  defend  it.  This  Book  is  infinitely  above  our  praise,  and  does 
not  need  our  apology. 

Nor  is  it  our  object  on  this  anniversary,  to  seek  to  impress 
upon  the  public  mind,  the  fact,  that  this  volume  is  the  infallible 
Word  of  the  living  God.  We  are  here,  rather  to  act  upon  the 
common  conviction,  that  the  Scriptures  are  Divine^  and  as  such, 
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to  consider  our  obligations,  in  the  single  matter  of  their  dis- 
tribution. 

The  fact  that  God  caused  these  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  written 
for  the  learning  of  his  fallen  creatures,  is  of  itself,  conclusive  of 
His  will,  that  all  His  creatures  should  have  them, — while  it  is 
equally  decisive  of  our  duty,  to  give  them,  to  those  for  whom 
they  were  intended  : — the  universal  family  of  man.  Never  will 
our  duty  be  done,  until  this  world-wide  distribution  has  been 
made. 

This  consideration,  of  itself,  would  be  quite  sufficient  to 
justify,  if  not  to  demand,  the  formation  of  a  Bible  Society,  on 
the  ground  of  the  superior  facilities,  afforded  by  associated  and 
organized  effort,  for  accomplishing  such  a  purpose. 

But  there  are  other  considerations  which  add  weight  to  the 
obligations  of  this  duty,  some  of  which,  it  is  my  purpose,  briefly 
to  notice. 

Such  an  organization  affords  the  only  common  point  of  union, 
around  which  all,  who  call  themselves  Christians,  can  rally,  and 
present  an  undivided  front  to  an  unbelieving  world.  Union  is 
strength.  Whatever,  therefore,  promises  to  promote  it  without 
any  sacrifice  of  principle,  has  a  strong  claim  upon  our  con- 
sideration. 

In  determining  the  claims  of  the  Bible  Society,  upon  the 
prayers  and  patronage  of  all  Christian  people,  we  are  to  observe, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  effect  which  the  circulation  of  the  Bible 
produces.  If  that  effect  be  only  evil,  continually,  then  this 
Society  is  a  nuisance.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  distribution  of 
the  Scriptures  be  a  great  blessing,  then  this  Society  is  a  great 
benefit,  and  has  a  claim  upon  the  regard  of  all  who  reverence 
the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God. 

The  genera]  distribution  of  this  volume  tends  to  produce  and 
to  perpetuate  the  conviction  in  the  public  mind,  that  here  is  a 
Divine  thing — a  Book  above  all  books — a  Revelation  from 
Heaven.  Such  a  conviction  must  ever  exert  a  healthful  restraint 
upon  a  restless  age. 

The  tendency  of  the  times  in  which  we  live,  is  to  irreverence. 
If  any  agency  in  human  hands  can  arrest  this  untoward  dispo- 
sition, it  is  the  Word  of  God.  By  its  liberal  distribution  among 
the  young,  particularly,  we  may  hope  to  beget  something  of  that 
profound  reverence  for  sacred  things^  which  was  expressed  by 
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that  beautiful,  kingly  boy,  Edward  the  Sixth,  who,  seeing  one 
of  his  attendants  use  the  Bible,  as  a  step  to  reach  some  higher 
object,  caught  up  the  sacred  volume  and  kissed  it. 

The  conviction  that  the  Bible  is  the  great  statute-book  of 
Heaven, — that  its  laws  relate  to  time  and  eternity, — that  they 
ire  the  foundation  of  all  sound  morals,  while  they  are  the 
rule  of  all  true  holiness,  is  deepened  by  a  familiarity  with  its 
contents. 

The  fact  that  it  is  the  Gospel  of  Christ, — the  only  Rule  of 
faith,  whereby  alone  mankind  may  be  made  *'  wise  unto  salvation !'' 
is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  command  for  this  Society,  the  united 
support  of  all  who  regard  the  Bible  as  the  Gospel  of  Salvation. 

But  there  are  some  other  considerations,  which  at  the  present 
time  add  materially  to  the  obligation  of  Christian  men,  to  aid 
this  great  work  of  Bible  distribution. 

When  this  Society  was  organized,  eight-and-forty  years  ago, 
its  object  was  then,  as  now,  simply  to  print  and  circulate  the 
Bible.  Its  aim  was  to  do  good,  by  rendering  this  volume  access- 
ible to  all  classes ;  leaving  it  to  do  its  work  upon  the  heart,  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

But  times  have  very  much  changed.  Alas,  what  a  brood  of 
heresies  have  been  hatched  in  this  land,  since  1819 !  While 
the  chief  object  of  this  Society  remains,  as  it  was  in  the  begin- 
ning, yet  in  consequence  of  these  new-born  errors,  which  are 
every  where  abroad,  a  new  mission  is  opened  to  this  associa- 
tion, at  any  rate,  it  finds  itself  in  a  position  to  exert  a  new 
influence,  furnishing  a  new  class  of  motives  to  those  who  ought 
to  aid  it. 

By  the  force  of  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the 
Bible  Society  has  become  the  great  Protestant  Institution  of  the 
age.  Not  because  it  is  composed  of  Christians  calling  them- 
selves Protestants ;  but  because  its  legitimate  work  is  destined 
to  be  a  healthful  and  faithful,  and  with  God's  blessing  we  may 
hope,  an  effectual  Protest,  against  the  deadly  errors  that  are 
now  becoming  so  rife  among  us. 

The  circulation  of  the  Bible  is  now,  as  it  always  has  been,  a 
perpetual  protest  against  the  Romish  doctrine,  of  the  co-ordinate 
authority  of  tradition ; — because  its  distribution,  without  note  or 
comment,  is  in  effect,  a  proclamation,  that  here  is  the  Will  of 
God,  written  by  Himself,  and  here  is  the  whole  of  it. 
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But  every  Bible  which  this  Society  sends  forth  is,  moreover,  a 
protest  against  the  neological  teaching  of  the  day,  which  I  am 
sorry  to  know  is  no  longer  limited  to  the  land  that  gave  it  birth. 
It  is  here  among  us,  in  some  of  its  worst  forms.  The  union  of 
Christians,  in  the  distribution  of  the  Bible,  is  an  earnest  protest 
against  the  denial  of  its  inspiration,  on  the  part  of  some,  who 
pretend  to  preach  its  truths ; — that  class  of  preachers  who  regard 
miracles  as  myths,  and  ridicule  all  pretension  to  inspiration,  and 
treat  the  story  of  the  cross  as  a  dramatic  composition. 

Not  long  ago,  a  Boston  minister  said  on  a  public  occasion : 
**  Is  it  not  a  great  thing,  something  to  be  thankful  for,  that  there 
is  a  party  of  Christian  soldiers  who  can  stand  up  with  serene 
faces  before  the  world,  and  strike  away  certain  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture, saying  they  are  mere  dead  wood  and  have  none  of  the  juice 
of  inspiration  in  them." 

Another  Boston  minister  has  publicly  declared  :  "  I  do  not 
take  the  Bible  for  my  master,  nor  yet  the  Church,  nor  even  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  for  my  master." 

These  are  the  sentiments  which  young  men  and  young 
women  are  taught  by  men  called  ministers,  in  the  metropolis  of 
the  old  Puritan  State  of  Massachusetts.  Surely  we  may  hope, 
that  the  united  efforts  of  Christians  in  publishing  the  pure  Word 
of  God,  may  be  blest,  as  an  antidote  for  that  disposition,  now 
so  rife,  to  **  deify  man  by  uncrowning  and  undeifying  the  God, 
who  made  and  governs  man." 

Again,  the  general  distribution  of  the  Bible  is  a  protest 
against  that  class  of  a  sounder  sort  of  religionists,  who  hold 
zealously  to  the  New  Testament,  but  who  repudiate  the  Old,  as 
being  no  part  of  the  rule  of  faith,  and  therefore  of  no  binding 
obligation  upon  Christians.  Every  Bible  which  is  sent  forth 
with  the  imprimatur  of  this  Society,  is  a  healthful  rebuke  of  the 
presumption  of  those,  who  '  put  asunder  what  God  has  joined 
together.'  Every  such  volume  goes  forth  stamped  with  the  sen- 
timent, which  might  well  be  adopted  as  the  bannered  motto  of 
this  Society,  expressed  in  the  accommodated  language  of  an 
illustrious  statesman  of  Massachusetts,  who,  '*  though  dead,  yet 
speaketh  : " — *  The  Old  Testament  and  the  New  ;  one  and  in' 
separable,  now  and  forever,' 

White  some  would  throw  out  the  Old  Testament,  there  are 
others  who  would  add  a  multitude  of  new  Testaments.     Besides 
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the  Koran  of  Mohammed,  and  the  Apocalyptic  Revelations  of 
Swedenborg,  we  have  the  Mormon  Bible,  and  of  late,  the  land 
has  been  flooded  with  a  more  domestic  species  of  revelations, 
made  by  **  muttering  "  mediums  that  '*  peep  "  from  under  tables, 
which  threaten  to  do  more  in  the  work  of  driving  reason  out  of 
the  head  and  religion  out  of  the  heart,  than  all  the  other  shame- 
less impostures  combined. 

The  work  which  this  Society  does,  in  publishing  and  circulat- 
mg  the  pure  Word  of  God,  is  an  unfaltering  protest,  of  all  right- 
minded  Christians,  against  this  wholesale  imposition  upon  the 
credulity  and  consciences  of  the  people. 

The  distribution  of  the  Bible  as  God's  own  account  of  His 
own  work,  is  an  effective  protest  against  the  flippant  folly  of  that 
class  of  philosophers,  who  have  sought,  of  late,  to  astound  the 
world,  by  repudiating  the  inspired  history  of  the  creation  of  man, 
on  the  ground  that  the  unity  of  the  race  is  imtrue,  because  it  is 
preposterous, — and  it  is  preposterous,  because  it  is  contrary  to 
their  philosophy ;  a  philosophy,  which  affirms  that  there  have 
been  as  many  Adams  as  there  are  distinct  classes  of  craniums 
and  complexions  among  men.  The  circulation  of  the  Bible 
protests,  on  the  authority  of  its  Supreme  Author,  that  '  of  one 
blood,'  God  made  all  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  that,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  primer, 

"  In  Adam's  fall,  we  sinned  alL** 

This  Society  is  therefore  a  Protestant  institution,  in  the  most 
comprehensive  sense  of  this  term. 

Another  reason  for  increased  interest  and  activity,  in  the  work 
of  this  Association,  is  the  immediate  influence  which  the  Bible 
exerts  in  promoting  the  great  principles  and  institutions  of 
Religion.  As  for  example,  take  away  the  Scriptures  from  a 
professedly  Christian  people,  and  how  long  do  you  think  such  a 
community  would  continue  to  "  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to 
keep  it  holy  "  ? 

Voltaire  once  remarked,  that  there  was  no  hope  of  destroying 
the  Christian  religion,  so  long  as  the  Christian  Sabbath  was 
acknowledged  and  kept  by  men  as  a  sacred  day. 

There  is  another  and  still  stronger  motive  encouraging  and 
urging  us  to  this  good  work.  It  is  this  :  the  Bible  is  the  Word 
of  God,  and  as  such,  it  proposes  to  do,  it  promises  to  do,  and  it 
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does  do,  what  no  other  book  ever  did  do,  or  ever  can  do,  viz. :  it 
makes  men  wise  unto  salvation. 

This  Book  is  a  transcript  of  the  Divine  Mind.  It  is  God  him- 
self speaking  directly  to  man.  In  this,  it  differs  infinitely  from 
all  uninspired  productions.  When  we  send  forth  the  Bible,  we 
send  abroad  a  knowledge  of  His  will,  as  He  has  written  it,  and 
this  we  are  sure  He  will  bless. 

What  would  this  world  be  without  a  Revelation  ?  That  ques- 
tion is  answered  in  the  past  and  present  condition  of  those 
nations  of  the  earth,  on  whom  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  has 
never  risen  '  with  healing  in  his  wings.' 

We  are  accustomed  to  hear,  from  time  to  time,  from  various 
quarters,  extravagant  eulogies  on  the  Book  of  Nature; — indi- 
cating, if  they  mean  any  thing,  that  if  men  would  study  the  stars 
and  the  flowers,  the  brooks  and  the  trees,  and  listen  to  the 
notes  of  the  birds  and  the  diapason  of  the  ocean, — they  would 
drink  in  such  knowledge,  as  would  purify  the  mind,  and  cleanse 
the  heart,  and  lift  the  soul  out  of  the  mire  of  its  depravity. 

Let  us  test  this  by  facts  familiar  to  all.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  the  human  race,  as  noble  by  nature  as 
any  of  the  children  of  Adam,  who  are  making  this  very  experi- 
ment to-day.  Who  are  they,  and  what  are  they  doing  ?  They 
are  the  heathen,  cursed  and  crushed  by  the  crudest  idolatry  ; — 
groveling  in  the  lowest  depths  of  degradation ; — sitting  where 
their  fathers  sat — "  in  the  shadow  of  death"  And  what  are 
they  doing  ?  Just  what  they  have  always  been  doing ;  studying 
the  book  of  nature  by  starlight !  This  is  their  condition ;  no 
more  wretched  and  no  more  degraded  than  would  be  that  of  any 
other  nation  who  should  undertake  to  gather  all  their  knowledge 
from  the  rocks  and  rills  around  them,  and  from  the  comets  and 
the  clouds  above  them. 

The  truth  is,  we  cannot  study  the  book  of  nature  aright  with- 
out the  light  of  Revelation.  But  it  may  be  said,  that  if  there 
are  not  now,  there  certainly  have  been  many  nations,  who  did 
not  have  the  Bible,  and  yet  have  stood  in  the  foremost  rank  of 
civilization  ; — who  have  carried  the  arts  to  their  greatest  perfec- 
tion ;  to  whose  poets  and  painters  the  world  is  to-day  indebted 
for  its  choicest  treasures  of  art, — and  to  whose  very  ruins  we 
send  our  students  to  learn  the  first  principles  of  architecture. 
All  this  is,  indeed,  very  true,  but  what  does  it  show  ?    It  shows 
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OS  the  world  by  moonlight  Here  is  knowledge,  but  it  is  all  of  a 
reflected  kind.  Coining,  originally,  from  the  mind  of  the  Om- 
niscient, it  loses  its  life-giving  power  when  it  is  reflected  from 
the  minds  of  the  fallen.  All  this  culture  served  but  a  temporary 
purpose.  Like  the  moon,  it  made  the  world  light  enough  for 
men  to  see  their  way  about,  but  it  did  not  reveal  to  them  the 
highway  to  heaven. 

What  did  all  this  culture  reveal  to  them  of  the  existence  and 
character  of  the  one  true  and  living  God  ?  Athens,  the  learned 
and  the  luxurious, — the  eye  of  all  Greece, — had  almost  as  many 
deities  as  it  had  streets.  What  did  the  knowledge  of  this 
refined  people  comprehend  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul  ? 
No  more  than  the  Hindoo,  or  the  North  American  Indian  of 
to-day,  knows. 

The  last  hours  of  Socrates  bears  a  sad  testimony  to  the  fear- 
ful ignorance  of  the  wisest  of  the  heathen,  as  to  the  nature  of 
his  own  being. 

But  it  is  said  that  many  a  nation  of  the  earth,  without  the  aid 
of  this  *'  Revelation,"  have  attained  a  higher  degree  of  intelli- 
gence and  refinement  than  some  Christian  communities.  I  sup- 
pose Dr.  Kane  and  his  noble  comrades  saw  many  a  moonlight 
night,  during  their  dreary  stay  in  the  depths  of  an  Arctic 
winter,  which  was  lighter  than  it  sometimes  is  in  Boston  at 
noontime,  when  the  sky  is  covered  by  a  dense  cloud.  What 
then  7  What  did  this  brightness  of  the  moon  amount  to  ?  It 
shed  the  fullness  of  its  cold  beams  upon  the  cold  snow.  Did 
they  awaken  nature  out  of  her  death-sleep,— ^lid  they  melt  off 
from  her  frozen  body  her  spotless  winding-sheet, — did  they  call 
life  from  its  icy  tomb  ?  No  !  They  served  only  to  make  grim 
death  more  terribly  visible. 

What  is  the  world  without  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  which 
shines  alone  in  the  firmament  of  Revelation,  but  a  "  frozen  char- 
nel  house  ?  *'  "  The  world  without  the  light  of  the  Bible  is 
morally  eclipsed,  and  blasted  with  the  winter  of  the  second 
death ;  and  that  frost  and  gloom  kill  not  only  its  religion,  but 
kill  its  freedom  as  well,  and  its  peace  and  its  civilization  and  its 
science." 

What  would  the  natural  world  be  if  it  were  lighted  by  the 
twinkling  of  the  far  ofi*  stars,  shining  out  of  a  cold  sky  7  What 
would   be   the  consequence  if  the  days  of  earth  were  only 


24 

lunar  days,  so  that  its  inhabitants  walked  only  by  moonlight  ? 
What  would  become  of  animal  and  vegetable  life,  in  a  world 
where  light  was  without  heat  ?  Where  would  be  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Spring, — and  the  Harvest  Home  of  Autumn  ? 

Such  is  the  moral  and  spiritual  world,  without  the  light  of  a 
Divine  Revelation. 

Natural  science  and  natural  religion  are  like  the  light  of  the 
moon,  constantly  waxing  or  waning,  bright  and  beautiful  indeed, 
wherever  and  whenever  the  horizon  chances  to  be  cloudless, 
but  it  is  light  toithaut  heat.  It  has  no  life-giving  power,  which 
is  the  very  thing  which  a  world  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins  needs 
and  must  have.  In  respect  therefore  to  mankind's  greatest  need, 
such  light  is  comparatively  useless. 

The  Bible  is  that  light,  whose  beams  are  not  reflected  from 
the  face  of  nature,  but  from  the  face  of  the  Sun  of  Righteous- 
ness. Its  rays  have  a  resurrection  power.  They  **  bring  Life 
and  Immortality  to  light."  They  **  raise  men  from  the  death  of 
sin  to  the  life  of  righteousness." 

When  this  Society  issue  a  copy  of  the  Bible,  they  send  forth  a 
beam  of  this  divine  radiance  into  the  thick  darkness  which 
broods  upon  a  benighted  world. 

It  may  be  asked.  How  can  this  be  ?  I  answer,  I  do  not  know. 
I  only  know  that  it  is  so ;  for  it  is  by  the  ''  foolishness  of  preach- 
ing "  that  the  world  is  to  be  converted  and  saved. 

The  Spirit  of  God  wrote  this  Book,  and  the  Spirit  of  God 
goes  with  it. 

No  more  do  I  understand  how  it  is  that  the  natural  sun  can 
and  does  call  the  natural  world  from  death  to  life;  how  his 
genial  beams  in  Spring-time  clothes  the  hills  and  valleys  of  earth 
in  living  green. 

I  know  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  God's  great  week,  when  the 
Creator  brought  the  Sun  to  his  throne,  and  introduced  him  to 
the  universe,  as  the  King  who  was  **  to  rule  the  day,"  that  he 
joined  the  light  and  heat  of  his  beams  in  perpetual  wedlock,  and 
when  they  came  to  earth,  they  came  together. 

So  I  believe  the  spirit  of  inspiration  is  wedded  to  the  words 
of  inspiration,  and  thus,  and  only  thus,  they  have  a  life-giving 
power. 

This  is  it  which  imparts  a  matchless  dignity  and  a  transcend- 
ent importance  to  the  circulation  of  the  Bible,  as  the  Word  of 
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God :  a  dignity  and  an  importance  which  do  not  and  cannot 
attach  to  uninspired  learning. 

This  Word  is  the  light  of  the  world.  I  may  be  asked,  If  the 
Spirit  of  God  always  goes  with  the  Word  of  God,  as  heat  always 
goes  with  the  light  of  a  sun-beam,  why  is  it  that  it  is  not  always 
effectual  7  And  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  always  bring  life  out  of 
death,  may  it  not  be,  that  the  Spirit  is  not  invariably  with  the 
Word,  and  so  the  Bible,  under  some  circumstances,  may  have  no 
more  moral  effect  than  any  well-written  book  from  an  uninspired 
pen? 

I  answer  : — if  a  man  can  catch  a  stray  sun-beam,  wandering 
about,  divorced  from  the  heat  to  which  the  Almighty  wedded  it 
on  the  day  of  its  creation,  then,  and  not  till  then,  may  you  con- 
clude that  the  Word  is  suffered,  by  the  God  who  wrote  it,  to  go 
abroad  separate  from  the  Spirit  by  which  it  was  indited. 

As  to  the  failure  to  produce  fruits  of  holiness  in  all  souls  which 
receive  it,  need  we  be  reminded  how  many  fields  there  are  of 
stony  ground  and  sandy  soil,  which  are  visited  year  afler  year, 
by  the  beams  of  the  sun,  and  by  the  early  and  latter  rains,  and 
which  bring  no  fruit  to  perfection  ?  Is  the  fault  in  the  5tm,  or 
in  the  soil  1 

So  these  Holy  Scriptures  are  sent  abroad  by  agencies,  such  as 
this  Society  employs,  and  are  preached  by  God's  ministers,  and 
the  fact  that  the  fruits  of  righteousness  are  not  always  found  in 
the  lives  of  those  who  receive  and  hear  them,  does  not  prove 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  does  not  go  with  the  Word  of  God. 

That  Word  will  not  fail.  He  has  sent  it  forth,  and  we  may 
rest  assured  that  it  will  not  return  to  him  void.  It  will  acconi- 
plish  that  whereunto  it  is  sent. 

Shall  we  not  be  willing  co-workers  with  its  Author,  in  sending 
it  all  over  the  earth,  as  *'  leaves  from  the  tree  of  life  for  the  heal- 
ing of  the  nations  ?  " 

This  work  is  indeed  our  bounden  duty,  but  it  is  not  less  our 
glorious  privilege. 
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The  closing  Address  was  by  Bev.  E.  O.  Haven,  of  Boston, 
who  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  : 

It  is  come  to  be  understood  io  philosophy,  that  there  is  no 
such  power,  as  chance.  But  I  have  thought  that  if  any  situation 
would  properly  suggest  the  idea  of  it,  it  is  that  of  the  last 
speaker  at  an  anniversary,  when  he  wishes  to  select  a  theme  that 
may  not  have  been  anticipated  by  those  who  have  spoken,  and 
yet  may  naturally  grow  out  of  what  they  have  advanced. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  embarrassing  positions  imaginable,  is 
to  be  called  upon  to  make  a  speech  with  the  whole  universe  of 
topics  before  one,  and  no  conceivable  reason  offered  why  one 
subject  rather  than  another  should  be  chosen.  It  is  quite  a  meta- 
physical problem  as  to  how  a  man  can  throw  himself  on  any  one 
track,  when  a  thousand  radiate  from  the  centre  where  he  stands, 
all  equally  attractive.  Such  has  been  my  embarrassment  in 
attempting  to  collect  some  thoughts  for  the  present  occasion. 
The  Bible— I  say  it  not  in  metaphor,but  in  bald  literalness — is  as 
multiplex  in  its  themes  and  thoughts  as  nature.  It  is  a  condensed 
universe.  It  is  not  a  thing,  a  fragment  broken  off  or  separated 
from  a  mass ;  it  is  not  a  work,  like  the  Iliad,  or  the  Paradise 
Lost,  or  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  ;  it  is  not  a  collection  of  works, 
like  a  Cyclopedia ;  it  is  all  in  one.  It  is  the  source  of  thought, 
the  spring  of  feeling,  whence  gush  forth  perpetually  thought  and 
heart,  fitted  for  all  times  and  all  men,  vitalizing  human  nature, 
and  beautifying  all  good  institutions  that  have  been,  or  are,  or 
can  possibly  be.  It  is  God's  work,  and  differs  from  man's  work 
as  God  differs  from  man,  in  infinity. 

And  when  I  consider  that  any  attempt  to  exhibit  its  glory 
within  the  compass  of  less  than  half  an  hour,  would  be  just  as 
absurd  as  to  undertake  to  describe  all  material  philosophy  and 
mental  and  moral  philosophy  in  the  same  time ;  and  when  I  reflect 
that  what  might  be  considered  an  exhibition  and  perfect  presen- 
tation of  one  separate  biblical  topic,  would  come  as  far  short  of 
a  harmonious  picture  of  the  whole,  as  the  description  of  a  single 
leaf  would  fall  short  of  a  full  exhibition  of  the  vegetable  king- 
dom, or  the  description  of  a  single  man  would  fall  short  of  all 
human  history,  I  feel  not  only  my  incompetency,  but  the  incom- 
petency of  any  man,  to  make  what  might  be  considered  a  worthy 
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description  of  the  valae  of  the  Bible.  Indeed,  this  is  a  glory 
not  to  be  syllabled  by  the  hiimaR  tongue,  nor  to  be  sketched  by 
type  or  engraving ;  it  will  never  be  seen  till  stamped  on  a  wholly 
regenerated  *'  new  heavens  and  new  earth,"  and  uttered  by  the 
voices  of  the  eternally  redeemed. 

But,  Sir,  the  occasion  demands  that  a  particular  topic  should 
be  selected,  and  I  would  choose  a  humble  one,  simply  to  notice 
the  wisdom  of  God  in  having  given  us  his  Revelation  in  the  form 
of  a  book. 

A  Revelation  was  necessary.  Human  history,  outside  of  the 
conservative  influences  of  God's  revelation,  has  always  exhibited 
a  sad  tendency  to  degenerate.  Popular  instincts  have  invariably 
a  substratum  of  truth,  and  the  universal  popular  instincts  in  non- 
Christian  nations  have  recognized  a  tendency  to  degenerate. 
The  gradual  subsidence  from  the  golden  down  through  the  sil- 
ver, into  the  brazen  and  iron  ages,  was  a  common  thought  in 
Greece  and  Rome.  They  might  have  added,  prophetically,  an 
age  of  mud  and  filth ;  for  this  only  can  describe  the  rottenness  of 
society  when  Jesus  came.  The  instincts  of  all  heathen  litera- 
ture are  the  same.  The  facts  in  all  heathen  history  show  the 
same  tendency.  Primitive  simplicity,  temperance,  frugality, 
longevity,  virtue;  subsequent  ambition,  despotism,  substitution 
of  outward  police  for  inward  principle,  superstition,  feebleness, 
disorganization,  depopulation,  savagism.  Such  is  the  story  of 
Egypt ;  such  is  the  story  of  the  ancient  cities  and  empires  in 
Asia ;  such  is  the  story,  so  far  as  it  goes,  of  Southern  Europe ; 
such  is  the  story  of  ancient  Mexico ;  and  such  the  dim  tradi- 
tions, confirmed  by  mysterious  mounds  and  sepulchral  remains, 
of  the  Indians  of  our  own  forests.  It  had  passed  into  a  histori- 
cal axiom,  that  nations  have  their  growth  and  decay ;  and  almost 
into  another,  that  no  nation,  once  fallen,  is  ever  redeemed. 
What  then  was  before  the  world,  but  Malthusian  desolation  and 
death  ? 

Now  we  look  upon  these  theories  as  truth,  inexorable,  granite 
truth.  Like  much  other  truth,  partial,  fragmentary  and  destined 
to  pass  away  into  mightier  truth — alone,  an  unsightly  and  rough 
block;  but  when  builded  into  the  majestic  temple  of  the  whole, 
contributing  its  part  to  the  universal  harmony.  It  is  a  fact  that 
human  nature,  radically  wrong  in  the  beginning,  but  yet  good  in 
its  elements,  yields  more  and  more  to  evil  and  to  sin.     The 
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deductions  of  heathen  philosophers  were  right  on  this  subject, 
and  they  had  no  hope.  The  opinions  of  unchristian  philosphers 
in  Christian  lands  are  not  to  be  regarded.  Thej  are  prejudiced. 
They  cannot  judge  impartially.  Heathen  philosophy  did  not  try 
to  stem  evil  with  its  baby  hand.  It  yielded,  and  wailed,  and  sat^ 
irized,  and  plunged  into  the  same  wickedness  and  woe,  and  went 
down  laughing  and  cursing  into  the  abyss.  It  could  do  nothing 
else. 

God  has  tried  two  grand  experiments  on  the  earth.  The  one 
was  before  the  deluge,  when  men  were  intrusted  with  a  pure 
religion,  a  virgin  earth,  long  and  vigorous  life,  and  bidden  to 
show  their  nature.  The  result  of  the  experiment  was  the  catas- 
trophe which  justly  washed  the  offensive  mass  away  and  once 
more  sweetened  the  heavens  and  the  earth.  The  second  experi* 
ment  was  after  the  deluge,  when  the  elements,  more  mixed  and 
shorter  lived,  seemed  hastening  to  a  similar  result.  On  a  small 
scale,  again  and  again,  the  result  has  been  the  same.  Multitudes 
of  smaller  deluges  have  in  mercy  relieved  the  world  of  Sodoms, 
Gomorrahs,  Canaans,  Babylons,  and  Ninevehs.  But  God  had 
promised.  The  world  having  exhibited  fully  enough  to  convince 
the  most  skeptical  the  incompetency  of  human  nature  to  sustain 
itself,  a  new  element  was  introduced.  In  the  chemistry  of  the 
Omniscient,  a  new  ingredient  was  required.  It  is  the  Bible.  It 
is  the  counterpart  to  man's  degeneracy.  It  is  the  bulwark  of 
society.  It  is  to  restore  the  world  to  sweetness ;  man  to  reason ; 
life  to  harmony. 

Behold  now  the  wisdom  of  God,  in  the  shape  of  the  remedy  he 
has  provided.  It  is  a  Book ;  a  Book  of  books  ;  not  merely  in  its 
royal  character  among  books,  but  in  its  literal  composition,  con- 
sisting  of  many. 

Were  our  religion  a  bundle  of  traditions,  transmitted  from 
mouth  to  ear,  from  generation  to  generation,  we  should  have  had, 
as  is  always  the  case  with  traditionary  lore,  two  parallel  revela* 
tions,  an  exoteric  and  an  esoteric,  a  textual  and  a  rabbinical,  one 
for  the  people  and  one  for  the  priests. 

The  revelation  would  have  been  converted  into  an  engine  of 
tyranny  and  terror.  Besides,  it  would  have  been  subject  to  fluc- 
tuations. Like  the  Eleusinian  mysteries,  it  would  have  expired, 
or  degenerated  into  the  mummeries  of  vagrant  magic  and  popu- 
lar witchcraft. 


29 

NothiDg  but  a  perpetual  miracle  could  have  preserved  it  from 
eomiption,  and  no  evidence  whatever  of  such  perpetual  miracle 
could  have  been  satisfactory.  Emphasis  alone  would  change  the 
truth.  Passion  would  distort  it,  fear  would  weaken  it,  sickly 
Beotimentality  would  soften  it,  priestly  ambition  would  remould 
it,  and  it  would  soon  smell  of  the  offensive  breath  of  the  mouths 
tliPongfh  which  it  had  passed. 

But  behold  it  now  in  a  hook.  At  once  embalmed,  immortal- 
ized and  delivered  from  the  universal  human  law  controlling 
living  things,  of  fluctuation.  An  unchangeable  vitality  I  And 
by  a  mysterious  and  utterly  super-philosophical  influence,  God 
stamps  upon  the  Jewish  mind,  among  other  indelible  peculiari- 
ties, a  stronger  than  superstitious  reverence  for  the  very  letter  of 
the  fiible.  So  that  bating  little  verbal  variations,  which  are  an 
advantage,  since  they  stimulate  curiosity,  we  have  on  the  passion- 
less and  eternal  pages,  the  ever-living  will  of  God. 

See,  too,  what  it  gains  in  extent,  in  multiplicity,  and  variety. 
The  Bible  is  not  a  straight  bar  of  gold  running  through  the 
ages,  of  uniform  width  and  thickness.  It  is  not  even  a  Doric 
column,  narrow  at  the  top  and  swelling  gradually  and  uniformly 
until  it  shall  reach  the  millennial  bottom  ;  but  it  is  more  like  a 
tree,  sending  out  its  thousands  of  branches,  and  its  thousands  of 
roots ;  nay,  rather,  it  is  a  component  part  of  human  history,  inca- 
pable of  being  illustrated  by  anything  but  itself;  so  incorporated 
with  human  institutions,  that  there  is  no  history  possible  that  does 
not  consider  it ;  so  dominant  over  reason,  that  no  mental  philos- 
ophy is  valuable  except  viewed  in  its  light ;  so  wide  and  original 
and  correct  in  its  statements,  that  even  natural  science  is  reliable 
only  as  it  coincides  with  it,  and  finds  its  highest  achievements  an- 
ticipated in  its  terse  expressions.  Now  there  is  nothing  else  like 
this.  We  are  painfully  conscious  that  language  itself  by  ordinary 
usage  has  become  too  diluted  to  express  proper  conceptions  of 
God  and  his  works.  When  we  say  there  is  nothing  else  like  it, 
we  are  ordinarily  understood  to  mean,  nothing  else  equal  to  it  of 
the  same  kind;  but  I  mean  literally  there  is  nothing  else  like  it. 
Nothing  of  the  same  genus,  or  class.  There  are  many  planets, 
there  are  many  suns,  but  in  this  world  at  least  there  is  but  one 
Bible — nor  could  there  be  two  without  repeating  each  other, 
which  would  still  be  one — any  more  than  there  could  be  two 
Divine  Beings. 
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Now  this  omnipresent  permeation  of  the  Bible  through  erery 
thing  human,  has  been  brought  about  through  its  form  as  a 
book. 

Allow  me  to  mention  also,  the  bearing  of  this  fact  on  the  evi- 
dence of  the  divinity  of  the  Bible.  It  is  proved  that  the  blood 
circulates  through  the  whole  body,  by  the  fact  that  you  cannot 
anywhere  make  a  slight  puncture  without  drawing  a  drop  ;  and 
in  like  manner  the  nervous  energy  must  be  everywhere,  for  every- 
where is  sensation  ;  so  the  Bible  permeates  all  history.  Its  facts 
constitute  history,  some  of  the  weightiest  parts,  and  absolutely 
indispensable  parts.  Thus,  whoever  would  know  the  past,  is 
compelled  to  face  its  facts  and  to  study  them.  I  need  not  more 
than  remind  you  of  those  unearthed  evidences  of  ancient  cities, 
and  of  those  strange  hieroglyphics  on  the  rocks  of  the  Sinaitic 
wilderness.  These  are  only  specimen  facts.  But  all  history  is 
the  same.  Take  the  crusades — the  very  name  leads  you  to  the 
Cross.  Take  the  discoveries  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Go  behind 
phenomena  to  their  causes.  Look  at  the  basis  of  jurisprudence, 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  of  the  various  styles  of  art,  of  the  most 
abiding  philosophies  and  literatures,  and  you  are  guided  more  or 
less  deviously  but  invariably  to  that  old  Book  of  books.  I  can- 
not elaborate  these  thoughts — but  is  this  not  a  fact?  And  thus 
we  see  the  Book  is  not  local,  but  universal. 

Some  *'  rationalistic  "  commentators  would  have  us  notice  that 
Asia  is  the  birth-place  of  religions,  and  speak  of  the  Asiatic 
character  of  the  Bible.  Asia  is  the  birth-place  of  the  Bible 
simply  because,  sent  to  the  earth,  it  must  strike  it  at  some  spot, 
and  what  was  more  fitting  than  where  the  most  of  men  were, 
and  whence  were  to  go  out  the  formative  influences  of  the  whole 
world.  The  central  doctrines  of  the  Bible  have  no  local  color- 
ing. There  is  no  more  of  oriental  imagery  than  of  occidental 
logic  in  the  Word  of  God.  It  strikes  at  the  heart  of  humanity ; 
and  at  heart  all  are  the  same,  and  its  pulses  are  felt  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth. 

And  thus  too  the  evidence  of  the  Bible  is  both  cumulative  and 
ever  new.  The  stamp  of  authority  on  a  legal  paper  may  become 
dim  ;  the  wax  may  wear  off;  the  sign-manual  may  fade  ;  indeed, 
the  text  and  the  signature  grow  old  and  less  authoritative  to- 
gether. So  it  might  have  been  anticipated  would  the  Bible. 
Who  is  not  familiar  with  the  silly  and  impudent  objection  of 
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infidelity  ?  The  Bible  may  have  been  a  revelation  to  those  who 
first  received  it,  but  is  it  so  to  us  ?  The  miracles  may  have 
been  authoritative  to  those  who  witnessed  them,  but  they  them- 
selves now  encumber  the  record,  and  require  ten-fold  stronger 
evidence  to  substantiate  even  them  !  And  perhaps  even  sincere 
Christians,  who  have  felt  and  known  in  their  hearts  that  the  gos- 
pel is  peace  and  light  to  them,  bearing  with  it  its  own  most 
precious  testimony,  have  nevertheless  feared  that  its  evidence 
might  weaken  as  the  world  rolls  on ;  that  to  their  children's  chil- 
dren, when  Jesus  should  be  two  thousand  years  off,  he  might  be 
dimly  seen,  and  that  by  and  by  the  Bible  records  shall  be  over- 
loaded with  the  weight  of  years.  If  such  have  been  the  fears  of 
any.  Sir,  let  them  give  them  to  the  winds.  God  will  take  care 
of  his  Word.  The  expanded  universe  and  this  condensed  uni- 
verse are  to  men  developed  together.  God  writes  the  testimony 
of  his  Word  on  the  unfolding  ages.  History  utters  her  thou- 
sand voices  in  harmony  with  this  record.  Prophecy,  as  it  passes 
over  into  fact,  piles  up  the  evidence ;  and  if  the  mass  settles 
a  little  with  the  weight  of  time,  the  top  is  always  fresh  and 
brilliant. 

And  now  if  required  to  select  a  half  century  in  which  God  had 
given  the  most  evidence  of  the  truth  of  his  word,  I  should  hesi- 
tate long  which  to  select — whether  that  which  records  the  history 
of  Moses,  that  which  records  the  history  of  David,  that  which 
records  the  history  of  the  Apostles,  that  which  records  the  history 
of  Luther  and  Calvin  and  the  English  Reformers,  that  which 
records  the  history  of  the  Puritans,  that  which  records  the  his- 
tory of  Wesley,  or  brighter  perhaps  than  all,  that  which  records 
the  dawning  history  of  associated  aggressive  missionary  enter- 
prise—the last  fifty  years  !  And  who  shall  anticipate  the  con- 
firmations of  God's  word  that  the  next  half  century  shall  unroll  ? 
And  all  this  is  rendered  possible  because  the  Bible  is  a  book. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  as  a  book  that  the  Bible  is  eminently  fitted  for 
genera]  and  universal  circulation.  Thus  can  we  recognize  the 
development  of  the  divine  purposes  in  printing,  in  machinery,  in 
steam-presses,  in  Bible  societies.  This  Society  is  a  part  of  the 
church.  It  was  designed  in  heaven.  It  was  fore-ordained — 
written  in  God's  great  plan  of  future  history.  When  pleading 
this  cause,  I  am  pleading  the  cause  of  God. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  Bible   alone  will  save  the  world. 
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That  is  not  the  design.  It  was  not  the  purpose  to  sanctify  the 
world  by  one  impulse,  or  one  body  of  impulses,  that  made  the 
Bible.  No,  a  series  of  impulses  was  intended  to  the  end  of 
time. 

There  are  three  general  outside  agencies  to  convert  the  world. 
Just  as  there  are  three  chords  in  music,  three  colors  in  the 
perfect  sun-ray,  three  agencies  in  light,  three  graces,  Faith, 
Hope,  and  Charity ;  so  are  there  three  great  external  powers  to 
sanctify  and  regenerate  humanity  :  the  Bible,  the  Ministry,  the 
Church.  Neither  can  long  exist  as  a  vitality  alone.  All  to- 
gether are  a  power,  representative  of  Omnipotence  and  Love. 

Be  it  ours  then  to  pray  and  to  labor  for  the  time  when  every 
human  being  shall  have  a  Bible,  every  hamlet  and  company  of 
men  a  Minister,  and  the  whole  world  shall  constitute  the  Church 
of  Christ 

After  the  usual  Doxolog)%  and  the  Benediction, 
the  meeting  was  dissolved. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 

PREVIOUS  TO  rrs  incorporation. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being  read 
from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  and 
was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz  : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum  ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the.  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH      OF      MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusctta. 

Whereas,  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonweahli,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  •England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  othern  ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafler  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bibl^ 
Society  of  Massachusri*T8, 
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Sec.  2.  Be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phillipa, 
and  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure  ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im- 
proved for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1861, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  '*  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State^  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  eflfect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
8o  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE   V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE   VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE   IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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aewspapera  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
icted  at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE   X. 

The  Tnistees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE   XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository, — 
each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  persons. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
tbem ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  (1,00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
(mly  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 

BY  VIRTUE  or  A  CONTRIBUTION  OF  TWEliTT  DOLLARS  AND  UPWARDS. 


Bo»ttm, 
tc 


Albree,  John.  Botton. 

Albro,  R«T.  John  A.,  Cambriigt, 

Albro,  Mra.  Elixabeth  8.      " 

Albro,  MiM  Annie  £.  ** 

Andrews,  Artemai  P.,  Fitehkurg. 

Andrew*,  C  L.,  Boglon. 

*Adami,  John  Quincr,  Qiitiie|f. 

*Appletoa,  Samuel,  Boston, 

Appieton,  William,      " 

At  wood,  John  W.,  Chmtkam. 

Alden,  Almira  fl.  C,  Foxboro\ 

Babcook,  Mrs.  Nancy.  Boston. 

Baker,  Mrs.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  DortketUr, 

Barber,  Martin,  Skorbom. 

Barnard,  William  P.,  Mmrlkvn.'* 

Barnes,  William,  " 

Bartlett,  Thomai,  Booton, 

Bay  ley,  Robert,  J^ewbnryport, 

Beebe,  James  M.,  Boston, 

Beobe,  Mrs.  James  M.  " 

B«>echer,  Rer.  William  H.,  Jfo.  BrookfLtli. 

Belknap,  Miss  Martha  M.,  Framingt^m, 

Blanehard,  Miss  Frances  C,  Grolon, 

Bodwell,  Rev.  J.  C.,  Pramingkawk. 

*Bond,  Ueorge,  Ramtam. 

Bowers,  Luke  K. 

Bowers,  Mrs.  Cara  H. 

Brackett,  James,  Qviiiey. 

Braman,  Ber.  Isaac,  Otorgetowu, 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  Reading. 

Brewer,  Cyrus.  Dorcheotor. 

Brigjs,  Rev.  William  1\,  Princeton, 

*Bromfield,  EliEabeth,  Boston. 

•Brooks,  Peter  C.  " 

Brooks,  Peter  C  ** 

Brown,  Joseph,  Orotan, 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Catharine  P.  '* 

Butler,  Mrs.  Jane  D.  " 

Cady,  Rer.  Daniel  R.,  W$st  Cmkridge, 

Cady,  Mrs.  Uafriet  S.  « 

Capen,  Mrs.  Charles,  Fmminghtun, 

Capen,  MUs  C.  Elisabeth,    " 

Carpenter,  Catharine  E.,  Foxboro\ 

CarjienteT,  Daniel,  " 

Chase,  Hesekiah,  Lymi. 

Child,  Miss  Lucy,  Thst/ori^  Ft, 

Cboate,  Darid.  ToMjieU. 

Clap,  James,  Uoreksstsr, 

Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Boston, 

Clapp,  John  C.  " 

Clark,  James  G.,  jSndovor, 

Clark,  John  L.  " 

Clark,  Jonathan,  Winektstsr, 

Clark,  Oliver  R.  '* 

Clark,  Miss  Nelly,  Skerborn. 

Clark,  Rev.  Rufua  W.,  Brooklfn,  JV.  T. 

Clary,  Mrs.  H.  a,  AskUni, 

•Cobb,  Richard,  Boston, 

Cobb,  Jacob.  Akington, 

•Codman,  Charles  R.     Boston, 

Codmao,  Mrs.  Catharine,    ** 

Conn,  Horace,  IPetarm. 


Coolidf  e,  Joeeph,  Boston, 

Coolidfe,  Lowell,  Skerbom, 

Crosby,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Boston, 

Curtis,  Abner,  E^st  Jibington. 

Cuahman,  George  H.,  ^ortk  Bridgotontor. 

Cutter,  Stephen,  9Vinektsler, 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.        " 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Rending, 

Dana,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Dana,  Charles  B.,  Brookline, 

Dane, John  H.  " 

Davis,  Alvah  >L,  Haverhill, 

Davis,  Mrs.  Elixabeth  W.,  JVWtkboro*. 

Donham,  Rev.  George,  Bawre, 

Denham,  Mrs.  Clara  D.    <« 

Dii,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Boston, 

Dodge,  ReT.  John,  Harvard, 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Ann  S.      *' 

Dodge,  Mrs.  J.  M.  C,  Andover, 

•Dorr,  John,  Boston, 

•Dow,  Joaiah,    " 

•Dowse,  Edward,  Dedkam. 

Dunn,  Edward  H.,  Boston^ 

Dutch,  Elisabeth  M.    " 

Dyer,  Rev.  £.  Porter,  Bxnjkom, 

Eager,  William,  Boston. 

Eastburn,  Rt.  Rev.  Manton,  ** 

Eaton,  Eben,  FramiMgham, 

Eaton,  Miss  Martha  W.,  FiUkkurg. 

Eaton,  William,  Boston, 

Eaton,  William  J.,  fTestbero', 

•Eliot,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Eliot,  Samuel  A.     ** 

•Elwell,  Robert,      ** 

Emery,  Mrs.  Harriet,  Jiflertk  fFofwuutk. 

Everett,  Edward,  Boston. 

Famaworth,  Mrs.  Abel,  Ctrolon. 

Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  Cawtkridge, 

Fay,  Cyiuff,  Weatkoro*. 

Fearing,  Albeit,    Boston, 

Fearing,  Mrs.  Albert.  " 

Ford,  Rev.  George,  Oroton, 

Ford,  I'homas  A.,  Boston, 

Ford,  Thomas  A.,  Jforth  BridgewMter, 

Ford,  Mrs.  Elisa  C.       *' 

FoMiick,  Charles,        Oroton, 

Fosdick,  Frederick,         " 

Foediek,  Samuel  W.        «< 

Fosdick,  Miss  Mary,       " 

Francis,  Ebeneser,  Boston. 

Gale,  Rer.  Wakefield,  Rockp^rt, 

Gale,  Mrs.  Wakefield,        " 

Gale,  Justin  Edwards,       ** 

Garrotte,  Kev.  Edmund  T.,  Foxkoro*. 

Garrette,  Mrs.  Pransenia  W.      " 

•Gibha,  Mrs.  Mary,  Boston. 

Gilman,  Miss  Rebecca  L,  Bradiflerd, 

Gordon,  Solomon  J.,  Boston. 

Gordon,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  ** 

Gott,  J.  R.,  Rockfort, 

•Gray,  Francia  C,  Bo^an, 

•Grey,  Heory,  ** 
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Grmj,  Horace, 

Gray,  John  C. 

Gre«a,  J.  8.  Copley,    " 

Greenwood,  Mrt.  Saily  K.,  Skerbom. 

*Grew,  John,  B^Hon. 

*UaaunaU,  Mra.  Mary,  Boston. 

Hammood,  Rev.  William  B.,  BrauUre»> 

Haminood,  51n  Loaiie  M.  *' 

Uardwick,  Thomas,  Qaiacy. 

Hawea,  Cynthia,  H'rtntkuwu 

Uayward,  Eliai,  Br^intree. 

Headley,  Rev.  P.  C,  Sandwich. 

H^rd,  John,  Ipneick, 

*Uiffio«oo,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Botton. 

Hildrath,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Qrotan. 

•Hill,  Henry,  Boston. 

Hill,  Jotham,  Wohnm. 

*Holmes,  Rst.  Abiel,  Camkriigo. 

Holmes,  Miss  E.  A.,  Andovor. 

Hooier,  Charles  W.,  Cnmbridgt. 

Hooker,  Georfo  B.,  Skorbom. 

Hooper,  Robert,  Bootmu 

Hoppio,  Rev.  James  H.,  SnUm. 

*How,  James,  Boston. 

Howard,  Carjr,  AWlA  BridgnoaUr. 

How,  Frederick,  Dnnvers. 

*Howo,  John,  Boston. 

Howes,  Collins,  Chatham. 

Hovey,  Georae  O.,  Boston, 

Hoft,  Mrs.  Maria,  Pramingham. 

Halbert,  Charlei,  Boston. 

Homphrey,  Daniel,  AVrtA  Wsymouth. 

*Hjrslop,  David,      Boston. 

Jackson,  Jamei,  " 

•Jackson,  Patrick  T.  " 

Jephsoo,  MiM  C.  R.,  BrooUine. 

Johnson,  Mra.  Emma  E.,  Bradford. 

Johnson,  Mri.  £*.  \V.,  Farmingtonf  JV.  H. 

Joy,  Mrs.  Abigail,  Boston. 

Keep,  N.  C.  " 

Keith,  Azza  B.,  ^orth  Bridgewatsr. 

Keith,  Charles.  *' 

Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Foxboro\ 

Kerr,  Jane  K.  " 

Ketlelle,  Jacob  Q.,  Boston. 

Kimball,  David,  Bradford. 

Kingman,  Mist  Sarah,  Boston. 

•Knowlei,  Rev.  James  D.  '* 

Knox.  Mn.  8.,  Rock  Island,  IlL 

Lamson,  Edwin,     Boston. 

Lamton,  Mrs.  Edwin,  *' 

Lane,  Richmond  J.,  East  JIbington, 

Langworthy.  Rev.  Isaac  P.,  Chslssa. 

Larkin,  Lydia  E.,  St.  Anthony,  M.  T. 

•Lawrence,  Amos,  Boston. 

Lawrence,  Asa,  Oroton. 

Lawrenee,  Mra.  M.  A.       ** 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Nancy  T.,  Carlisle. 

Leach,  Simeon,  Stonghton. 

Leavitt,  Mra.  Elizabeth  G.,  Boston. 

Lefavour,  Issacher,  Bevsrly. 

Leland,  Calvin  J.,  M'alick. 

Leonard,  Eliza,  Fozboro*. 

Leonard,  James  M.,  Bridgstoater. 

Livermore,  George,  Cambridge. 

•Locke,  Ephraim,  Boston. 

Locke,  Miss  Mary  O.,  Bradford. 

Lowell,  Rev.  Charles,  Boston. 

Lamb,  William,  " 

Lyman,  Rev.  Georce,  Sutton. 

Manning,  Edward  vV.,  tVobum. 

Manh,  c.  J.,  Oroton. 

•Marston,  William,  Boston. 

•McKean,  William,     " 

•McLean,  Mrs.  Ann,   " 

Means,  Rev.  John  O.,  Roxbnry. 

Means,  Mra.  John  O.       " 

MesNnger,  Miss  Eliza,  FiUhbwrg. 


Hills,  R«v.  C.  L.,  ICsrth  BridgemaUr. 
Mills,  Mra.  Rebecca  B.  ^ 

Mixter,  Mrs.  Fanny  L.,  Boston. 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Hardatiek. 
Mixter,  Mrs.  S.  E.,  Rock  Island,  III. 
Moore,  Rev.  George,  Andovsr. 
Moora,  Rufus,  OreCsn. 
Motdougli,  Rev.  John  H.,  HamiUon, 
Morley,  Rev.  S.  B.,  Auleboro\ 
Morse,  Charles  N.,  Foxboro*. 
Morse,  Miss  Emily  A.,  Bradford. 
Morse,  Henry,  AtituiL 
Munger,  Rev.  Theodore  T.,  Doreksster. 
Alurray,  Rev.  James  O.,  Soutk  Danvsrs. 
Murray,  Mrs  Julia  R.  " 

Nason,  Rev.  Elias,  ^atick. 
•Newell,  Montgomery,  Boston. 
Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  Orotom, 
Norcross,  Josiah,  Soutk  Rsading. 
Noyes,  Alva,  Jfortk  Bridgewater. 
Nourae,  Daniel,  fVsst  Msdway. 
Ordway,  Aaron  L.,  A'ev  York  eitf. 
Ordway,  Miss  Charlotte,  Bradford. 
Packard.  Rev.  D.  Temple,  Campslla. 
Paine,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  Holdsn. 
•Palmer,  Rev.  Stephen,  M^edham. 
•Parker,  John,  Boston, 

Parker,  Mra.  Sarah,  *< 

•Parkman,  Rev.  Francis,      " 
•Parkman,  Samuel,  " 

Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah,  " 

•Paraons,  Gorham,  " 

•Paraons,  William,  " 

Partridge,  Joseph,  Holliston. 
Patrick,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  Bedford. 
Peckham,  Hubbard,  Petersham. 
•Perkins,  James,     Boston, 
•Perkins,  James,  Jr.     " 
•Perkins,  Thomas  IL    <* 
Petora,  Edward  I).        «' 
Phillips,  Mrs.  Sally,     " 
•Phillips,  William,       « 
Pickard,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  Chroveland. 
Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  Medford, 
Pond,  Almira  W.,  South  Maldsn. 
Pond,  John  P.,  Boston. 
Porter,  Samuel  S.,  iVinchester. 
Prutt,  Cornelius,  AbrtA  fVeymouth. 
Pratt,  Galen,  Jforth  Bridgeteater. 
Pratt,  Norton,  Braintree. 
•Prescott,  William,  Boston. 
Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Georgetown. 
Prince,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.      ** 
Proctor,  Thorndike,  South  Danvers. 
Rice,  Mra.  Elizabeth,  Lawrence. 
Rico,  Mra.  Henry  A.         " 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.^  Beverly. 
Richardson,  Beniamin  P.,  Boston. 
Richardson,  Luther,  ffinchester. 
Richardson,  Sumner,        ** 
•Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.«  Boston. 
Roberts,  Rev.  Jacob,  East  Medway. 
Roberts,  Mrs.  Mary  A.        ** 
Robbins,  Andrew.  Oroton. 
•Bobbins,  Eklward  H.,  Boston. 
Rockwood,  John,  Oroton. 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  J^)arth  Bridgewatsr. 
•Rogers,  Rev.  William  M.,  Boston. 
Sawtell,  Ephraim,  Oroton, 
•Salisbury,  Samuel,  Boeton. 
Surgent,  L  M.  ** 

HcuHder,  Charles,  " 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.     " 
Shaw,  Mra.  Hannah,      " 
Sheldon,  Rev.  Luther.  Westboro*. 
Sheldon,  Mra.  Sarah  H.        " 
•Sigournoy,  Andrew,  Boston, 
Sif ourney,  Henry, 
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flhivoriek,  MIm  MsiIa  L.,  JV.  JBlr^ftMMr. 

8Uek,  RugglM,  BMton. 

Smith,  Rev.  Mauon  M.,  HtmUom. 

Smith,  Mra.  ftUtwm  BL  •< 

Smith,  Riehatd,  South  Dtmvtn. 

*Smith,  SMBoel,  BmUu. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Caroline,  JWriAtjri*. 

Stoddard,  L.  T.,  BrMftluic. 

Stone,  KeT.  Andrew  L.  Bo$Un, 

Stone,  Mra.  MaUlda  F.        *« 

Sumner,  Mrs.  U.  H.,  FezAore'. 

Tappan,  John,  BttUn, 

Teele.  Rev.  Albert  K.,  MUtotu 

Temple,  Maik  M.,  ReadtMg, 

Thatcher,  Mary  Ludlow,  JVi 

Thayer,  Amaaa,  Brmntrt^, 

Thayer,  Ira,  •« 

Thayer,  Mie.  Lilla,     *« 

Torrey,  Miaa  Eliiabeth,  8mUk  ITdymeiia. 

Trask,  Mrs.  A.  H.,  M*nch$$lm'. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  L«taiie»,  Ct 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Hannah  W.       " 

Tucker,  Jesse,  MiUmu 

Tuttle,  Mies  Sarah,  Amiovtr, 

Twichell,  John  M.,  Fiukkwrg. 

Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  Bo$Um. 

Voae,  WiUiam  H.,  FiUkkmrg, 

•Wailey,  Samuel  H.,  BmUu. 

WakeBeid,  Miss  C.,  JiM^ti^. 
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Ward,  Artemaa,  SMIem. 
Wekh.John,  " 

Weld,  James,  " 

Wells,  Mrs.  Martha  D.,  MlBrikhm^K 
Wendell,  Mra.  Catharine,  Botun. 
Whitcomb,  Reuben,       Htarvard. 
Whiteomb,  Reuben,  Jr.  *« 

Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Abby  F. 
Whiteomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D. 
Whitcomb,  Miss  Mary  M.      •« 
*White,  JaoMs,  Bsstm. 
White,  Josiah,  PtUrtham, 
Whitney,  Charles  H.,  FiUhhurg. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  PeraMlia  V.,  Pttmvkmwt. 
*Wigglesworth,  Thomas,  BeHou. 
Wild,  Daniel,  «* 

Wilioo,  Rev.  Thomas,  SCeHf  Atom. 
Winthrop,  Robert  C.  BmUu. 
*Winthrop,  Thoosas  L    ** 
Withinfton,  Otis,  BrookUut. 
Woodbury,  eimon  J.,  SuUma. 
•Worthinfton,  William.  BetUn. 
Wood,  Eluabeth  C,  Fexkere*. 
Woods,  Miss  Abbie  Wheeler,  wf«My. 
Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler,  BpsUn. 
Woods,  Samuel  H.  *« 

Woleott,  William,  Dmnm-a, 
Wiley,  Mrs.  Ann  B.,  SmCA  Jtaoilai/. 
Wyman,  William  G.,  FiUkkurg. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS 


Beoelpte  from  May  1,  1856,  to  May  1,  1857. 


Sales  at  the  Depository, $12,234  06 

Income  firom  fonds, 1,069  50 

Annnal  subscriptions, 792  00 

Betoms  for  books  donated, 22  83 

Legacy.— Newburyport,  Ms.,  Miss   Deborah  G.  Payson,   by 

John  Harris,  Ex'r, 12  50 


DONATIONS. 


SUPFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  First  Church,  Rev.  Mr.  ElUs,  proceeds  of  chiLdren's  fair, 
"      Second  Church,  Rev.  Dr.  Robbins's,      . 
**      Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street, 
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Rev.  Dr.  Blagden,  Old  South, 
Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  East  Boston, 
Rev.  Mr.  Dexter,  Pine  Street, 
Rev.  Mr.  Field,  Salem  Street, 
Rev.  Dr.  Kirk,  Moimt  Vernon, 
Rev.  Mr.  Porter,  South  Boston, 
Rev.  Bir.  Richards,  Winter  Street, 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  Shawmut  Avenue, 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street, 
Rev.  Dr.  Waterbury,  Bowdoin  Street,  142,50 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  Leavitt,  (l.  m.)  20,00 
Jacob  Q.  Kettell,  (l.  m.)  20,00,  . 

St  Paul's  Church, 

Trinity  Church, 

Church  of  the  Messiah, 

Hanover  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 

Hedding  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  . 

North  Russell  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

Rev.  £.  F.  Slafter,  Agent  American  Bible  Society, 


HO  00 

66  00 

208  76 

71  18 

33  76 

21  05 

100  00 

323  68 

63  62 

77  18 

70  00 

148  61 

182  50 

120  00 

63  10 

21  45 

25  00 

9  87 

11  17 

284  00 
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Boston,  Hon.  Atbert  Fearing,  (l.  m.)  20,00 ;  Alexander  Beal, 
Esq.  (l.  m.)  20,00;  Hon.  Edward  Ererett,  (l.  m.) 
20,00 ;  Mrs.  Nancy  Baboock,  (l.  x.)  20,00 ;  Elizabeth 
M.  Dutch,  (l.  X.)  20,00 ;  C.  L.  Andre  nrs,  (bal.  for 
L.  M.)  10,00, $  110  00 

«  Mrs.  Henry  S.  HaUet,  6,00;  Dea.  Nathaniel  Willis, 
2,00 ;  G.  R.  Fisk,  1,00 ;  Timothy  Eaton,  2,00 ;  Mrs. 
M.  A.  S.  Mansfield,  1,00 ;  J.  Q.  A.,  Treasurer,  1,00,  .  12  00 

<*  A  friend,  2,00 ;  do.  1,00 ;  do.  by  Rer.  Dr.  Adams,  25 
cents ;  do.  for  circulating  the  Scriptures  in  heathen 

lands,  3,00 6  25 

Chelsea,  Winnisimmet  Church, 76  00 

**       Broadway  Church, 39  40 

**       Mount  Beliingham  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  5  14 

$  2,159  67 


•« 
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ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbury  and  Salisbury  Mills  Village,  Congregational  Church 

and  Society, 

*<         West,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson, 
Andover,  Chapel  Congregation, 

North  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
South  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m 

and  1  do.  A.  B.  S.J 

**        Ballardvale,  Union  Church  and  Society, 
Bererly,  Dane  Street  Church  and  Society, 

**       Washington  Street  Church  and  Society, 
BradfSord,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (5  l.  m.) 
Danyers,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (a.  b.  s.) 

*'  South,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l 
Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b. 
Hamilton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

«        Miss  E.  Knowlton's  Sabbath  School  CIsm,  for  the 
Bible  in  China,       .... 

Hayerhill,  Moses  Welch, 

Ipswich,  Society  of  Rer.  Mr.  Fitz,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Lynn,  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Boston  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Francis  A.  Swasey,  (1  l.  h.  in  part,) 
Manchester,  A  friend,  (1  l.  ic.)  . 

Marblehead,  Capt  Dixey, 

Nahant,  Independent  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Newbury,  Society  of  Rey.  Dr.  Withington,  (a.  b.  s.) 

•*        Byfield,  Society  of  Rey.  Mr.  Tenney, 
Newburyport,  Society  of  Rey.  Mr.  Campbell,    • 

Belleyille,  Society  of  Bey.  T.  D.  Fiake,  (1  l.  ic 
A.  B.  a.) 


M 


II 


II 


$14  27 

67  35 

51  41 

\        12  34 

74  13 

5  00 

35  23 

16  74 

110  00 

20  00 

M.)  40  65 

1.)   52  25 

14  43 

5  00 

1  00 

59  00 

12  75 

12  33 

5  00 

20  00 

3  00 

24  81 

34  77 

9  00 

35  10 

71  30 
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Newburyport,  Whitefield  Congregatioiial  Church  and  Society, 

(1  L.M.  A.  BS.) $  30  00 

Methuen,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips,  of  which  30,00  by  Dea. 
Joseph  F.  Ingalls  for  1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.  ;  balance  for  2 

L.  M.  A.  B.  8.  in  part, 71  55 

Rockport,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  35  00 

Salem,  Crombie  Street  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  m.  a.  b.  8.)      .  35  10 

•♦       South,  Church  and  Society 39  50 

Saugua,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        .        .        .  10  00 

•*       Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 5  00 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Ashby,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bozboro',  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 
Cambridge,  Shepard  Congregational  Society,  (6  l.  m.) 

Cambridgeport,  Elizabeth  Harlow, 

Charleatown,  Winthrop  Church,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Chelmsford,  Middlesex  Village,  Samuel  F.  Wood,  Esq.  (2  l.  m 
A.  B.  s.)    


Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (4  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  3,01 ;  William 
Dunn,  5,00  ;  Rev.  D.  Adams,  1,00,         .... 

East  Cambridge,  A  friend,  (a.  e.  s.)' 

Framingham,  Hollis  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Oroton,  Union  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2 

"       Mrs.  Mary  Woodbury,  (1  l.  m.)     . 
Holliston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Hopkinton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Littleton,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Lowell,  Zadock  Rogers,  (6  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)    . 
Melrose,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (a.  b.  s.) 
Natick,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Pepperell,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Reading,  Bethesda  Church, 

"        Old  South  Church, 

Sherbom,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

**        Female  Reading  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Shirley,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
South  Reading,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sudbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 

"         Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (a.  b.  s.) 
Townsend,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Wayland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
West  Cambridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Westford,  Union  Church,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  ... 

Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


$  1,033  01 


20  00 

4  50 
184  30 

5  00 
58  50 

60  00 
130  00 


9  01 

5  00 
43  00 

.M.)47  00 
20  00 
45  00 
30.00 

24  25 
180  00 

6  21 
62  67 
13  57 

16  00 

25  70 
18  50 
20  00 

4  75 

17  30 
27  50 

5  00 
20  00 
11  03 
52  51 
38  80 

133  25 


$  1,338  85 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Athol,  Chestnut  Hill  Sewing  Cirde, $  8  00 

Bane,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  u.)  69  67 
Fitchburg,  Calyinistic  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  80  47 
Gardner,  First  Church, 

<*       Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Grafton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  . 
Hanrard,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**        Mrs.  Samuel  Bacon, 

<•        Mrs.  Hosea  F.  Davii's  Sabbath  School  class, 
Holden,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.) 
Lunenburg,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Northboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  h.) 
Northbridge,  Urst  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Petersham,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  . 

**  Orthodox  Ccmgregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 

Princeton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.) 
Royalston,  Society  of  Rev.  E.  W.  Bullard, 

*<         South,  Collection  by  Artemas  Hancock,   . 

Spenoer,  Rev.  K  F.  Newell, 

Sutton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (a.  b.  s.) 

Upton,  Mr.  William  Fisk«  1,00 ;  Mrs.  Lucy  Fisk,  1,00, 

Westboro',  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 

West  Boylston,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (a.  b.  b.) 

Whitinsville,  Congregational   Church  and  Society,  (30,00  of 

which  by  Dea.  Ezra  W.  Fletcher  for  1  l.  h.  a.  b.  s.) 
Worcester,  A  friend, 


12  00 

10  00 

90  00 

43  35 

6  00 

1  00 

20  06 

12  60 

60  00 

30  00 

20  00 

.)  40  00 

23  89 

41  10 

27  00 

1  00 

27  13 

2  00 

74  84 

)  33  00 

153  32 

10  00 

$  885  83 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 


AmheiBt,  North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  •      $  30  63 

Belchertown,  Benevolent  Association, 75  00 

North  Hadley,  Benevolent  Society, 89  07 

South  Hadley,  Ladies  in  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     31  97 

$  176  67 
HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 
Hampdeit  Cottutt  Biblb  Societt. — Mr*  Jamet  Brewer^  SpringJiM,  2V. 
Donations,  1,134,56 ;  less,  262,43  credited  to  Bible  account,        .    $  872  13 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

FnAinLLiN  CouMTT  BiBLB  SooDETT.^Jfr.  William  EUiot,  Grm^fiM^  TV. 

Ashfield,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  8,22; 

Ladies' Association,  10,64;  Gent  do.  9,00,              •                •  $  27  86 

Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  ic.  A.  b.  b.)  30  63 

Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     ....  69  88 
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Daerfield,  Mcmument  Church  and  Society, 

**         South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Greenfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

M  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 

Le^erett,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Bhelbume,  Ladies'  Association,  27,02;  Gent.  do.  27,09,  (1  l.  h 
▲•  B.  s.) 

Bonderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  ic.  4*  b 

Warwick,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Ber.  John  Eastman, 


8.) 


13  00 

21  00 

21  02 

40  81 

16  19 

64  11 

40  00 

10  00 

3  00 

Deduct  amount  paid  for  printing  Annual  Report, 


$  347  00 
21  46 

$326  64 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Bndntree  and  Weymouth,  Union  Church  and  Society,       .  $  33  20 

Biookline,  Harrard  Church  and  Society, 86  28 

•*         Miss  C.  P.  Jephson,  (1  l.  ic.) 20  00 

Bocchester,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  Rer. 

Mr.  Means's 220  80 

*<         Mrs.  Leonard  Woods,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.)    .                •  30  00 

««          Dea.  James  Clap,  (1  l.  m.) 20  00 

<•         Village,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)  23  10 

Franklin,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt, 11146 

**       Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Phipps,  to  droulate  Bibles  in 

Kanisas, 6  00 

Medway,  l^rst  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  ...  41  60 
**       Village,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m. 

A.  B.  8.) 33  44 

Needham,  West,  Congregational  Church  and  Sodety,  8  67 

Bandolph,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cordley, 33  00 

<*         East,  Winthrop  Church  and  Society,        ...  24  86 
Boxbury,  Eliot  Church,  114,48;  less  46,11  credited  on  Bible 

account, 69  87 

«        Jamaica  Plain,  Baptist  Church, 24  00 

Stoughton,  Fint  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  .  20  00 

Weymouth,  South,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Terry 14  00 

Wrentham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        ...  16  00 

$  833  62 
BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Attleboro',  Hebron  Society, $  8  00 

Norton,  Congregational  Cliurch  and  Society,      ....  88  76 

Taunton,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .  41  00 

•*        Winslow  Church  and  Society, 10  00 


$97  76 
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<« 


t( 


*< 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l 

**      William  K.  Yining,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  a.) 
East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l 
Bridgewater,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Hingham,  Society  of  Rer.  Mr.  Dyer,  (1  l.  m.)    . 
Middleboro',  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Plymouth,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
**         Capt.  Ebeneaer  Pierce,      .... 


. 

•  12  00 

.H.A.B.  8.)  30  00 

30  00 

M.)  . 

28  00 

16  42 

20  00 

24  10 

34  60 

6  61 

3  00 

$  204  73 


BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Babnstablb  County  Biblb  Society. — Dea,  John  Munroe,  Tr. 

Barnstable,  Centreville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .  $  18  56 

Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)             .  26  00 

Falmouth,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)  16  00 
Sandwich,  Calvinistic  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)    25  00 

$84  56 

MISCELLANEOUS   DONATIONS. 

Brunswick,  Me.,  Methodiat  Episcopal  Church,  (a.  b.  s.)  $  6  00 

Eastport,  Me.,  Margaret  Perkins,  (a.  b.  s.)         .        .                .  5  00 

A  friend  in  Maine, 25  00 

Derry,  N.  H.,  Miss  Abby  Choate,  ( I  l.  x.  in  part,)    ...  10  00 

Henniker,  N.  H.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (a.  b.  s.)  29  95 

Keene,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Simeon  N.  Pezry,  (a.  b.  b.)  .        .        .        .  105  00 

Newcastle,  N.  H.,  A  Mend, 5  00 

Thetford,  Yt,  Lucy  A.  Child,  3,00 ;  Mr.  Bela  Child,  2,00,         .  5  00 

Wallingford,  Yt,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .  15  75 

A  friend  in  Yermont,  by  J.  R., 5  00 

Lebanon,  Ct.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     ...  32  50 

MisB  P.,  by  Rev.  N.  Adams,  D.  D 50 


Whole  amount  acknowledged  in  the  preceding  lists,  . 


$  244  70 
$  22,387  45 


(Jir  The  Depository  of  the  Society  is  kept  in  the  charge  of 
S.  T.  Farwell,  at  No.  15  ComMtt^  where  will  be  found  a  large 
variety  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  both  in  English  and  Foreign 
languages. 


ANNUAL   REPORT 


PREBBNTED   BY 


THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


AT   THEIR    ANNUAL    MEETING, 


IN     BOSTON, 


MAY  24,  1868,  BEING  THE  XLIX.  ANNIVERSARY. 


rUBLIIHBO  BT  OftDBE  OP  TBI  TlUITllf. 


BOSTON: 

PRBSS  OF  T.  R.  MARVIN  &  SON,  42  CONOBBSS  STREET. 

1868. 


\ 


OFFICERS 


OF   THE 


MASSACHUSEl^rS  BIBLE  SOCIETY  FOR  1858-9- 


Hon.  RICHARD  FLETCHER, Pretideni, 

Ret.  NATHANIEL  L.  FROTHINGHAM,  D.  D.,    .    .  Viee  I'twdeni. 

Rbt.  GEORGE  W.  BLAGDEN,  D.  D Cor.  Secreiofy. 

Rey.  DANIEL  BLTLER, Bee.  Secretary. 

GEORGE  R.  SAMPSON,  Esq lyeatuntr. 

SAMUEL  MAY,  Esq Atiditor. 


TRUSTEES. 


Rer.  William  Jenxs,  D.  D. 
Rer.  Cba&les  Lowell,  D.  D. 
Rt  Rev.  Manton  Eastburn,  D.  D. 
Rer.  George  Richabos, 
Rer.  JouN  S.  Stone,  D.  D. 
Rer.  Babon  Stow,  D.  D. 
Rer.  William  R.  Clark, 
John  Tafpan, 
Albert  Feabino, 


Heman  Lincoln, 
Samuel  Mat, 
Jacob  Slbbpbb, 
Chables  T.  Russell, 
Fbancis  O.  Watts, 
TuEOPHiLus  R.  Mabyik, 
Stephen  Faibbanxs, 
William  Appleton, 
Nathaniel  H.  Emmons,  Esqs. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 


TO  WHOM  APPLICATIONS  ABB  TO  BE  MADE  FOB  BIBLES. 


Rev.   GEORGE   RICHARDS,   GEORGE  R.    SAMPSON,   Eso.,  and 

ALBERT  FEARING,  Esq. 


Officers  of  the  Society  trom,  1809  to  1868. 


PRESIDENTS. 


Hon.  WiUiam  PhiUipt, 
Ber.  JohA  ri«rce,  D.  D. 


1809L-S7 
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Ber.  Henry  Ware,  D.  D.      .    .  1898—44 

Ber.  John  Codman,  D.  D.    .    .  1844—48 
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Ber.  C}Tut  P.  Groarenor, 
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1828—30 
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1838-39 


Ber.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.  1839—44 

Ber.  William  M.  Bogera,      .    .  1844—45 

Ber.  George  W.  BUgden,  D.  D.  1845—49 
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• 

0 
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.    1849 

1818-30 

George  B.  Sampaon,  Esq.      .    , 

.    1849 

D. 

1821-35 

Albert  Fearing,  Esq.    .    .    .    , 

.    1858 

ANNUAL   REPORT. 


There  have  been  issued  from  the  Depository, 
during  the  year,  17,295  Bibles;  22,108  Testa- 
ments ;  3,723  Testaments  with  the  Psalms ;  and 
862  Psalms ; — making  a  total  of  44,008.  Of  these, 
41,998  were  in  the  English,  and  2,010  in  various 
foreign  languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  been  5,861  Bibles ; 
6,685  Testaments  ;  283  Testaments  with  the 
Psalms ;  and  37  Psalms ;  —  making  a  total  of 
12,866. 

They  have  been  appropriated  as  follows : — ^To 
seamen,  5,072 ;  to  Sabbath  and  other  schools, 
1,136 ;  to  city  missions,  872 ;  to  public  institu- 
tions and  public  houses,  512  ;  to  destitute  families 
and  individuals  in  Massachusetts,  4,711  ;  and  the 
remaining  563  abroad. 

The  income  of  the  Society,  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  has  been  ^20,079  99  ;  of  which  were 
from  donations,  legacies,  and  annual  subscriptions, 
^7,911  39;  from  sales,  }J{11,033  54;  returned  for 
books  granted,  ^4  06 ;  from  interest  and  dividends, 
^1,131  00.  The  amount  in  the  Treasury,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  was  ^1,009  45,  mak- 
ing the  total  available  means,  ^21,089  44. 
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The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been,  in 
all,  ^19,736  07  ;  of  which  were  for  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  ^12,547  37  ;  donations  to  the  Amer- 
ican Bible  Society,  $2,489  14 ;  rent,  postage  and 
insurance,  $253  75  ;  freight,  $127  6fi  ;  wrapping 
paper,  twine,  printing,  stationery,  and  advertising, 
$87  08  ;  fuel  and  incidental  expenses,  $35  93  ; 
annual  report,  $75  91  ;  expense  of  annual  meet- 
ing and  opening  the  chapel,  $19  00  ;  salary  of 
general  agent,  depository  agent,  and  assistant, 
$2,450  00  ;  salary  and  expenses  of  distributing 
agents  in  Middlesex  and  Plymouth  Counties, 
$1,416  06  ;  traveling  expenses  of  general  agent, 
$234  17  ; — ^leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of 
$1,353  37. 

The  General  Agent  of  the  Society,  Rev.  Mr. 
Butler,  has  pursued  his  labors  as  heretofore  ;  vis- 
iting the  different  towns  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  commending  the  good  work  in  which  we  are 
engaged  to  all  whom  it  has  been  his  privilege  to 
address.  Pecuniary  reverses  have,  in  many  cases, 
imparted  increased  interest  to  a  Book  which  is  the 
friend  alike  of  rich  and  poor,  and  better  than  thou- 
sands of  gold  and  silver. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Slafter  is  the  Agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bible  Society,  for  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
New  England.  Since  he  entered  on  his  work  in 
Massachusetts,  about  a  year  since,  he  has  visited 
and  made  collections  in  twenty-one  of  its  Parishes, 
whose  united  contributions  have  amounted  to 
$1,635  14 — ^most  of  which  has  been  paid  into  our 
Treasury.  His  presentation  of  the  cause  has  been 
fruitful  of  good. 


Mr.  Hood,  long  our  Agent  in  Plymouth  County, 
whose  labors  have  been  delayed  and  interrupted  by 
ill  health,  has  at  length  brought  them  to  a  close. 
From  his  extremely  accurate  and  systematic  report, 
it  appears  that  he  has  visited,  in  all,  14,3G8  fam- 
iUes,  1,191  of  which  were  without  a  Bible.  Of 
these  latter,  756  were  Roman  Catholic,  40  foreign 
Protestant,  and  385  American.  The  number  of 
families  who  had  unsuitable,  or  imperfect  copies, 
was  547, — leaves  often  being  wanting,  or  the  print 
so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  legible  to  the  owner. 

He  has  sold  2,275  Bibles  and  3,905  Testaments, 
and  given  832  Bibles  and  1,283  Testaments ;  mak- 
ing a  total  of  8,295  Bibles  and  Testaments  put  in 
circulation  by  him. 

His  receipts  for  sales  amount  to  $2,483  69,  and 
the  copies  given  to  $653  76. 

It  is  believed  that,  by  his  faithful  and  pains- 
taking endeavors,  not  a  smgle  dwelling  or  house- 
hold in  that  County  has  been  overlooked  or  neg- 
lected. 

Mr.  Jacob  Hersey  continues  his  visitation  of 
Middlesex  County.  In  addition  to  the  20  towns 
Reported  last  year,  he  has  explored  23  others ; 
having  visited  15,753  families,  of  which  2,982 
were  foreign.  He  has  sold  1,026  Bibles  and  1,665 
Testaments,  and  given  589  Bibles  and  1,242  Testa- 
ments. The  severity  of  the  times  has  decreased 
his  sales,  and  increased  his  gratuitous  distribu- 
tion. 

The  city  of  Lowell  has  furnished  him  with  a 
very  interesting  and  important  field,  and  he  grate- 
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fully  acknowledges  the  cheerful  co-operation  of  its 
clergymen  and  laymen. 

During  his  two  years  of  service,  he  has  visited 
ahout  25,000  families,  and  circulated  8,978  vol- 
umes. 

In  concluding  our  Report,  your  Committee  would 
call  special  attention  to  the  importance  of  increased 
private  and  personal  effort,  in  the  distribution  of 
the  Scriptures.  Bible  Committees  have  already 
been  organized  in  a  number  of  towns,  and  supplied 
with  copies  for  sale  and  distribution  from  our 
Depository.  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to 
show  the  results  of  such  a  movement.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  that  should  the  work  be 
pursued  with  thoroughness,  it  will  prove  an  eco- 
nomical and  efficient  auxiliary  in  furthering  the 
great  and  good  end  we  have  in  view. 

The  Lord  has  given  us  the  Word — great  be  the 
company  of  them  that  publish  it 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  SoaETY 
OF  Massachusetts,  was  held  in  the  upper  vestry  of  the 
Central  Church,  Boston,  on  Monday,  May  24,  1858.  The 
Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  accepted.  The  Annual 
Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  presented  by  the 
Chairman,  and  the  reading  thereof  postponed  to  the  public 
meeting. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society,  for  the  ensuing  year,  were 
elected. 

The  members  of  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  church, 
where  the  public  services  of  the  Anniversary  were  held. 

The  Scriptures  were  read,  and  prayer  offered,  by  Rev. 
James  B.  Miles,  of  Charlestown. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  L.  Frothingham,  D.  D.,  of  Boston, 
Vice  President,  then  delivered  the  following  Address : 

In  coming  together,  so  large  a  company,  at  the  call  of  a  Bible 
Society,  you  are  doing  honor  to  one  of  the  noblest  institutions  of 
modern  times.  I  say  of  modern  times,  for  they  are  very  modern  ; 
more  recent  than  many  in  this  audience  are  probably  apt  to  con- 
sider. So  late  as  the  year  1777,  there  did  not  exist  a  single 
Bible  Society,  such  as  we  now  understand  by  that  name,  in  any 
part  of  Christendom.  In  that  very  year,  when  the  war  of  Inde- 
pendence was  in  the  midst  of  its  distresses,  the  American  Con- 
gress passed  a  vote  that  30,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  should 
be  printed  for  general  circulation  among  our  people.  But,  as 
this  was  too  great  an  enterprise  to  be  then  undertaken,  they 
ordered  the  importation  of  that  number  of  copies  through  Holland, 
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a  nation  with  which  we  were  on  the  friendliest  terms.  This  was 
a  note-worthy  and  memorable  act.  It  was  a  significant  act,  such 
as  characterized  our  serious  and  sturdy  fathers.  It  was  a  leading 
act,  pointing  to  great  things  that  were  to  be  done  afterwards.  At 
that  time,  the  population  of  these  States  was  about  three  millions  ; 
and  it  was  computed  that  only  about  four  millions  of  Bibles  were 
then  circulating  in  the  world. 

This  fact  may  seem  very  strange  to  us,  familiar  as  we  are  with 
the  immense  arrangements,  by  which  the  sacred  volume  is  now 
scattered  over  every  part  of  the  globe,  and  read  in  every  language 
that  is  spoken  among  men.  But  we  must  remember  how  many 
obstacles  there  were  in  the  way,  and  what  a  pressure  of  habit  and 
prejudice  had  first  to  be  lifted  off.  The  old  Romish  church, 
brought  up  upon  parchment  and  manuscript,  always  set  its  face 
steadfastly  against  the  popular  use  of  the  printed  Scriptures. 
Bibles  might  be  seen  chained  to  library  shelves,  instead  of  flying, 
as  they  now  do,  towards  every  inlet  and  harbor  of  the  sea,  and 
all  the  dwellings  that  lie  farthest  from  the  shore,  '*  like  doves  to 
their  windows."  Even  an  excellent  Protestant  could  write  in  his 
quaint  style,  that  he  was  afraid  '*  lest  the  small  price  of  the  Bible 
should  lead  to  the  small  prizing  of  the  Bible." 

How  vain  this  apprehension  was,  has  been  abundantly  proved 
by  the  course  of  events.  The  first  true  Bible  Society,  devoted 
entirely  to  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures,  was  founded  in 
1780.  It  had  for  its  special  object  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of 
England,  and  was  called,  **  The  Naval  and  Military  Bible  Soci- 
ety." It  was  not  till  the  very  century  we  live  in,  in  1804,  that 
the  British  and  Forieign  Bible  Society  was  instituted.  This  was 
the  great  leader  of  many  similar  institutions,  our  own  American 
Bible  Society  among  the  rest,  only  thirteen  years  afterwards. 
Wondrous  enterprises,  that  aimed  at  nothing  less  than  to  send 
the  Bible  through  every  land,  translated  into  every  tongue. 

That  last  thought  is  one  of  great  interest,  when  we  come  to 
consider  it.  The  Apostle  Paul,  in  speaking  of  the  gift  of  tongues 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  tl^at  great  Inauguration-day  of  the 
church,  which,  under  the  name  of  Whitsunday  and  other  titles, 
was  celebrated  yesterday  all  over  the  Christian  world, — refers  to 
the  '*  many  kinds  of  languages  in  the  world,  none  of  them  without 
signification."  He  does  not  undertake  to  compute  their  num- 
ber.    His  Jewish  countrymen,  who  were  apt  to  compute  from 
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their  fancies  rather  than  from  their  research,  and  whose  figures 
of  arithmetic  were  often  but  figures  of  speech,  were  accustomed 
to  say  that  they  must  be  seventy-two.  They  had  some  mystical 
reason  for  it.  But  the  sum  was  far  below  the  reality.  There 
have  been  said  to  be  as  many  as  that  spoken  in  our  own  cosmo- 
politan city  of  New  York.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Soci- 
ety in  one  of  its  reports, — and  that  not  the  last, — tells  us  that  it 
had  been  the  means  of  sending  forth  not  less  than  forty-five 
millions  of  copies  in  a  hundred  and  seventy  languages.  Truly, 
this  is  like  repeating  the  marvel  of  Pentecost,  enabling  all  nations 
and  people  to  hear  the  Divine  Word  in  their  "  own  tongue 
wherein  they  were  l)orn."  Truly,  this  does  not  look  much  like 
"  small  prizing  of  the  Bible  "  by  reason  of  its  "  small  price  "  or 
no  price,  its  unbounded  multiplication  and  diffusion.  On  the 
contrary,  a  new  word  has  lately  been  brought  into  our  English 
speech,  bibliolatry,  worship  of  the  Bible; — a  long  word,  and 
meant  to  be  a  reproachful  one.  We  may  answer  to  that 
reproach  :  You  at  least  imply  by  it  thiit  the  Bible  is  extremely 
valued, — valued  to  idolatry.  Grant  that  in  some  instances  it  may 
be  used  superstitiously,  and  that  its  letter  may  be  worshiped 
while  its  spirit  is  overlooked.  Still,  the  general  reverence  that  is 
felt  for  it  is  justified — apart  from  all  the  outward  claims  that  are 
called  evidences,  and  in  spite  of  all  cavil  and  criticism — by  the 
very  constitution  of  human  nature.  For  the  Bible,  that  is  now 
actually  addressing  the  various  tribes  of  men,  each  in  its  peculiar 
speech,  is  found  also  to  address  the  human  soul  itself  in  what 
may  be  called  its  native  language,  the  tongue  wherein  it  is  born. 
Let  me  try  to  illustrate  this. 

A  man  wishes  to  know  whence  he  derives  his^  being.  He 
takes  up  his  Bible,  and  the  first  word  that  meets  him  is  :  *'  In 
the  beginning,  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth.''  **  He 
giveth  breath  to  the  people  upon  the  earth,  and  spirit  to  them 
that  walk  therein.''  He  examines  this  declaration  ;  and  behold  ! 
he  finds  in  it  his  own  tongue  wherein  he  was  born.  It  is  so,  he 
says  ;  it  must  be  so.  A  Being  of  unbounded  knowledge,  might 
and  beneficence,  must  have  produced  this  unbounded  whole. 
This  is  enough  for  me.  I  give  myself  no  further  concern  about 
the  world's  origin  or  my  own: 

Again,  a  man  wishes  to  know  whav  kind  of  being:  he  has 
received.     He  is  perplexed  with  it.     How  mean  and  how  grand 
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it  is !  He  feels  himself  small,  when  he  considers  his  narrow 
limits  and  thousand-fold  imperfections,  his  weakness  and  igno- 
rance, and  suhjection  to  death.  He  feels  himself  great,  when  he 
contemplates  the  faculties  that  God  has  clothed  him  with.  How 
to  reconcile  these  two  opposite  views  of  his  life?  What  is  he  to 
think  of  himself,  so  like  the  worms,  so  like  the  angels?  The 
Bible  replies  to  his  doubts.  "  Ye  are  of  more  value  than  many 
sparrows."  **  God  hath  made  man  in  his  own  image."  *'  We 
are  even  his  offspring."  He  examines  these  declarations  also, 
and  behold  they  are  in  his  own  tongue.  It  is  so,  he  says ;  it 
must  be  so.  I  cannot  confound  myself  with  mouldering  things 
and  the  lower  creatures ;  I  have  impulses  that  are  not  compul- 
sory. I  have  instincts  that  are  not  blind.  I  stand  connected 
with  a  higher  order  of  intelligences,  and  a  state  yet  uncompre- 
hended. 

A  man  wishes  to  know  the  main  object  for  which  he  should 
live.  What  is  that,  he  asks,  among  so  many  objects?  The 
Bible  speaks :  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  that  is  the 
great  commandment; — and  love  thy  neighbor,  for  that  is  like 
unto  it.  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  truth  and  righteousness;  and 
all  else  shall  be  added  or  not  required.  He  examines  the  decla- 
ration ;  and  behold  !  it  is  the  native  speech  of  his  admonishing 
soul.  It  is  so  ;  it  must  be  so.  It  is  only  when  I  have  set  my 
affections  worthily,  and  done  what  is  kind  and  right,  that  all  has 
gone  well  with  me,  and  I  have  found  peace,  and  rejoiced  that  I 
was  man. 

A  man  wishes  to  know  something  about  the  mysterious  trials 
of  this  life  of  his.  Who  distributes  its  portions  of  joy  and 
sorrow?  Who  decides  upon  health  and  sickness,  wealth  and 
want,  coming  and  going,  life  and  death  ?  Why  does  trouble 
seek  out  Am,  and  pass  by  his  neighbor's  door  ?  Why  is  it  that 
success  waits  no  better  on  desert,  and  the  expectation  of  the 
innocent  perishes?  Then  the  Bible  speaks:  Whom  the  Lord 
loveth  he  chasteneth,  and  though  the  chastening  may  for  the 
present  seem  to  be  grievous,  nevertheless  afterward  it  yieldeth 
peaceable  fruit.  He  examines  this  declaration,  with  the  tears 
yet  in  his  eyes  perhaps,  and  behold  !  again  his  own  language. 
Yes,  it  is  so,  he  says  ;  it  must  be  so.  These  are  the  very  words 
that  I  needed,  bat  I  dared  not  say  them  of  myself.     I  will  say 
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them  DOW.  A  Divine  Providence  numbers  the  hairs  of  my 
head  ;  and  therefore  I  will  not  tremble,  though  I  may  have  to  lay 
it  down  upon  sorrowful  pillows,  though  it  must  bow  itself  to 
destiny,  and  be  brought  low  in  the  grave. 

And  now  man  has  another  question  to  ask.  It  is  the  past  that 
pains  him,  the  unchangeable  past.  He  is  convicted  of  sin.  And 
he  asks  how  he  can  ever  find  his  way  back  to  the  blessings  he 
has  forfeited  and  the  repose  he  has  lost.  He  cannot  extricate 
himself  from  his  troubled  thoughts.  The  conscience-stricken 
cannot  hold  any  encouraging  dialogue  with  himself.  He  must 
be  spoken  to  by  another.  And  the  Son  of  man  speaks:  **  Come 
unto  me,  ye  that  are  heavy-laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.''  He 
listens  to  that  assurance,  heightened  as  it  is  by  many  other  gra- 
cious assurances ;  all  illustrated  by  such  histories  as  that  of  the 
woman  who  bathed  the  feet  of  the  Friend  of  sinners  with  her 
tears  ;  and  with  such  parables  as  that  of  the  prodigal  son.  He 
has  no  need  to  examine  this  long.  He  lays  it  to  his  heart,  and 
feels  its  atoning  power. 

There  is  one  thing  more  that  we  desire  to  know, — O,  how 
much!  It  was  an  old  question,  '*  If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live 
again?"  And  it  is  one  of  the  youngest  replies  of  scepticism  and 
discouragement,  '*  Who  knoweth  ?  "  What  is  there  for  us,  or 
is  there  anything  for  us,  beyond  the  inheritance  that  we  must 
relinquish  so  soon  ?  What  is  to  become  of  us  when  we  are  taken 
away  from  this  world?  Are  we  to  pass  into  the  vegetables,  and 
the  clouds,  and  the  clods, — senseless  all  ?  Or  are  we  to  be  the 
companions  still  of  moral  intelligences?  Arc  our  thoughts  and 
affections,  and  will  and  hope,  to  terminate,  because  a  little  blood 
and  air  are  tired  of  coursing  through  the  gates  of  the  heart  ?  Or 
are  we  to  be  joined  to  what  is  kindred  with  us  above  ?  O  that 
some  one  would  tell  us !  O  that  any  tone  could !  The  Bible 
now  speaks,  and  it  is  with  the  very  first  authoritative  word  that 
was  ever  spoken  on  this  great  theme :  *'  When  the  earthly  house 
of  this  tabernacle  is  dissolved,  there  is  a  building  of  God,  eternal 
in  the  heavens."  *'  I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life." 
*'  This  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal 
immortality."  We  look  at  the  testimony  and  embrace  it.  It  is 
the  tongue  in  which  we  were  born.  It  is  the  language  of  our 
dearest,  noblest,  most  earnest  and  most  righteous  wish.     It  is  so. 
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It  must  be  so.  There  are  worlds  elsewhere.  We  do  "  seek 
another  country."  •*  There  remaineth  a  rest "  for  thy  people,  O 
Lord! 

The  Annual  Eeport  was  read  by  Rev.  George  Richaeds, 
Chaitman  of  the  Executive  Committee.  The  Report  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Rev.  L.  R.  Thayer,  of  Boston,  was  then  introduced,  and 
spoke  as  follows : 

Much  has  been  said  and  written,  as  well  in  seriousness  as  in 
jest,  of  the  spirit  of  the  present  age.  Close  observers  have 
combined  with  shrewd  thinkers,  to  detect  and  define,  if  possible, 
what  that  is,  which  more  than  any  thing  else  distinguishes  the 
present  from  all  preceding  epochs  of  human  history.  With  no 
design  to  aid  such  in  their  speculations,  or  to  follow  them  in 
their  researches  or  conjectures,  we  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  one 
of  the  most  striking — we  might  say  the  most  marked — peculiar- 
ity in  the  moral  aspect  of  the  present  age,  is  seen  in  its  organ- 
izations of  benevolent  effort.  Of  the  extent  and  rapid  increase 
of  such  organizations  we  are  hardly  aware,  until,  in  this  month 
of  buds  and  bloom,  so  fitly  chosen  for  the  purpose,  these  soci- 
eties come  up  to  this  and  other  cities  for  their  annual  festivities 
and  reorganization.  And  even  then,  we  fail  to  see  their  extent, 
unless  we  regard  these  annually  meeting  societies  as  so  many 
central  suns  around  which  revolve  numerous  others,  of  a  kindred 
character,  engaged  in  the  same  great  purpose.  To  one  who 
may  pass,  during  this  anniversary  week,  from  meeting  to  meet- 
ing, and  listen  casually  to  the  various  speakers  as  they  shall  each 
present  the  claims  of  hi^  particular  cause,  there  might  appear  to 
be  a  great  variety  of  interests  and  of  conflicting  claims. 

But  to  the  discerning  and  discriminating  eye  and  ear  of  the 
Christian,  there  would  appear,  in  great  clearness,  a  beautiful 
unity  in  all  this  apparent  variety  ;  a  sweet  concord  in  the  appa- 
rent conflict  of  interests.  These  Christian  bands,  though 
appearing  to  the  casual  observer  to  differ  so  widely,  each  from 
the  other,  all  march  under  the  same  waving  banner,  inscribed 
with  the  motto,  '*A11  men  are  brethren."  They  all  yield  a 
cheerful  obedience  to  the  behests  of  the  same  Supreme  Com- 


15 

mander,  and  are  actuated  by  the  same  holy  principle  of  supreme 
love  to  God. 

While  we  thus  cheerfully  recognize  this  essential  unity  ot 
purpose  and  interest  in  these  Benevolent  Associations,  and  their 
consequent  intimate  connection  with  each  other,  there  is,  how- 
ever, a  manifest  propriety  that  this  Society  should  lead  in  the 
religious  festivities  of  the  week,  inasmuch  as  the  work  it  per- 
forms is,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  must  be,  the  basis  of 
whatever  success  may  attend  the  efforts  of  all  the  others.  It 
is  in  the  Bible  that  all  these  streams  of  beneficence,  which  so 
abundantly  water  and  adorn  with  verdure  and  with  fruit  our 
State  and  land,  have  their  source.  Without  it,  their  channels 
become  dry,  or  filled  only  with  stagnant,  putrid  pools,  that  can 
send  forth  nothing  but  the  malaria  of  disease  and  death. 

But  we  are  not  here  to  dwell  upon  generalities.  The  demand 
of  the  age  is  for  the  practical.  We  turn,  then,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  practical  question  :  Why  should  the  Bible  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  every  one  who  can  read  it,  or  secure  that  it  be 
read  to  them  ?  What  are  the  claims  of  this  Society,  upon  the 
sympathy  and  support  of  the  Christian  public?  This  is  a  prac- 
tical question  ;  for,  by  a  consideration  of  it,  we  would  so  see 
and  feel  the  importance  of  the  work,  as  to  find  in  it  renewed, 
if  not  new  motives  for  its  more  energetic  prosecution. 

There  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  civili- 
zation, when  want  has  crept  into  so  many  dwellings  and  laid  its 
hand  upon  so  many  persons,  as  in  the  last  six  months.  The 
arm  of  industry  has  been  palsied,  and  the  streams  of  commercial 
prosperity  have  been  closed  up.  The  lank  form  of  want  has 
crossed  many  thresholds,  for  the  first  time,  and  caused  a  famine 
where  plenty  had  always  reigned.  And  we  are  confident  there 
has  never,  in  the  history  of  the  race,  been  a  time  when  the  cry 
of  want  was  so  promptly,  so  fully,  or  so  cheerfully  met.  The 
great  doctrine  of  our  common  brotherhood  has  been  most  prac- 
tically acknowledged. 

Can  we  not  trace  this  broad,  deep  stream  of  benevolence,  to 
the  influence  of  the  wide  diffusion  of  the  principles  of  God's 
word  ?  It  is  this  that  kindles  in  the  human  heart  a  deep  sym- 
pathy for  human  woe,  and  prompts  to  its  relief.  But  while  we 
cannot  fail  to  see  that  those  noble  efforts  which  have  distributed 
bread  to  the  hungry,  furnished  shelter  to  the  defenceless,  and 
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clothed  in  warmth  the  shivering  limbs  of  poverty,  have  done 
much,  we  cannot  fail  also  to  see  that  these  efforts  have  not  done 
all  a  Christian  heart  would  do.  That  loaf  of  bread  will  soon  be 
consumed,  that  shelter  must  soon  be  vacated,  these  warm  gar- 
ments will  soon  be  rags,  and  want  will  regain  the  position  from 
whence  he  was  driven.  Of  all  these  supplies  we  may  say,  as 
Christ  said  of  the  waters  at  Jacob's  well,  '  Whosoever  partaketh 
of  these  shall  want  ag^in.' 

We  would,  by  no  means,  think  of  filling  an  empty  stomach 
with  a  copy  of  the  Bible,  or  of  clothing  the  naked  with  its 
unfolded  sheets.  But  when  the  pressing  want  of  the  present  has 
been  relieved  by  other  means,  we  would  invoke  the  agency  of 
this  Society  to  place  in  that  relieved  family  the  bread  of  life,  and 
would  urge  it  upon  the  attention  of  its  members.  There  would  thus 
be  furnished  a  supply  for  far  more  important  than  physical  wants  ; 
there  would  be  opened  up  a  fountain  of  far  higher  than  physical 
happiness ;  and  there  would  be  sown  in  that  household  those 
seeds  of  thrift,  temperance  and  economy,  which  would  efTectually 
bar  that  door,  for  all  the  future,  against  the  approach  of  want. 
We  insist,  that  in  no  other  way  can  the  wants  of  the  poor  be  so 
effectually,  so  really  relieved,  as  by  a  wide  and  free  circulation  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  a  kind  but  diligent  inculcation  of  the 
principles  they  teach. 

We  might  speak  of  the  important  influence  of  a  general  dif- 
fusion of  the  sacred  volume  upon  the  developing  minds  of  the 
rising  generation,  many,  if  not  most  of  whom,  are  found  in  the 
homes  of  the  poor.  It  is  easy  to  see  the  importance  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  our  country,  that  the  Bible  should  be  found,  and  exert 
Its  influence,  in  all  those  nurseries  of  our  future  citizens.  We 
might  point  with  confidence  to  the  Bible,  as  the  corner-stone  of 
every  institution  that  adorns  and  blesses  our  nation — that  does 
not  degrade  and  disgrace  it.  We  might  speak  of  the  hallowed 
influence  the  word  of  God  breathes  upon  the  domestic  and  social 
relations  of  man,  in  all  their  variety  and  complicity ;  and  in 
looking  abroad  upon  the  nations  of  the  earth,  we  could  not  fail 
to  see,  in  the  comparisons  and  contrasts  that  there  meet  us,  the 
invaluable  advantages  of  an  every  where  present  and  open  Bible. 
Nor  can  we  fail  to  see  that,  in  these  days  of  partizan  commotion, 
when  governmental  institutions  tremble  upon  their  bases,  the  eye 
of  the  patriot  looks  alone  to  the  influence  exerted  by  the  sacred 
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word,  to  promote  that  forbearance  among  the  ruled,  and  that 
integrity  and  wisdom  among  the  rulers,  in  which  stability  and 
prosperity  can  alone  be  hoped  for. 

But,  valuable  as  are  the  holy  Scriptures,  for  promoting  all 
these  varied  and  vital  interests  of  man  in  this  life,  and  strong  as 
are  the  reasons  we  thence  derive  for  urging  forward  the  work 
of  this  Society ;  yet  all  these  fall  into  comparative  insignifi- 
cance, when  viewed  in  connection  with  those  considerations 
that  present  every  man,  woman  and  child  before  us,  as  a  candi- 
date for  eternity — as  possessed  of  an  immortal  nature,  now  on 
probation  for  the  unchanging  and  unending  destinies  of  that 
future,  to  which  each  hour  of  life  is  bearing  them.  All  these 
other  interests,  of  which  we  have  spoken,  are  interests  that  find 
their  boundaries  in  time,  and  will  soon  cease  to  affect  those  who 
are  now  affected  by  them.  The  merchant  prince,  and  the  rag- 
ged beggar  boy,  will  soon  lie  down  in  the  same  dusty  bed,  and 
in  a  few  years  none  will  think  to  inquire  what  it  was  that  distin- 
guished them  on  earth.  So  deeply  sensible  are  we  of  the  brevity 
of  life,  and  the  consequent  vanity  of  the  things  of  earth,  that  we 
are  not  readily  moved  to  costly  sacrifices  or  strenuous  endeavors 
in  behalf  of  others,  by  considerations  drawn  from  thence.  Blot 
out  the  idea  of  man's  immortality,  and  human  life  will  be 
counted  of  little  worth,  and  happiness  scarcely  worth  an  effort. 

But  when  the  light  of  eternity  glows  upon  us,  and  the  well- 
being  of  an  immortal  spirit  is  seen  to  be  invested  in  the  work  we 
have  in  hand,  then  it  is,  if  we  have  any  feelings  of  love  to  God, 
or  regard  for  our  fellow-men,  that  our  every  power  will  feel  the 
quickening  impulse,  and  a  measure  of  that  zeal  that  consumed 
the  Master's  life,  will  burn  in  the  bosom  of  his  followers. 

Whatever  may  be  our  ideas  of  heaven,  or  wherever  we  may 
conceive  it  to  be  located,  we  can  entertain  no  doubt  that  a  cer- 
tain type  of  moral  character  is,  and  necessarily  must  be,  requi- 
site to  the  enjoyment  of  its  promised  bliss.  We  do  not,  we 
cannot  fail  to  see,  that  it  is  character,  and  not  locality  ;  internal 
condition,  and  not  external  circumstances,  that  constitute  men 
blessed  and  happy.  We  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  Bible,  and 
there  alone,  is  delineated  fully  and  clearly,  that  type  of  charac- 
ter 80  essential — there  alone  is  the  way  to  its  attainment  pointed 
oat — and  there  alone  is  revealed  that  wonderful  provision  of 
divine  mercy,  by  means  of  which  guilty  man  may  secure  pardon 
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and  reconciliation  with  God,  and  the  renewal  in  righteousness  of 
his  corrupt  nature.  Here  and  here  alone,  are  opened  the  gates 
of  eternal  love  and  mercy ;  from  thence  alone,  shine  forth  the 
clear  rays  of  eternal  light  and  truth.  Here  speaks  the  mighty 
Ruler  of  the  universe  from  his  throne  of  judgment,  in  his 
law  of  purity  and  justice.  Here,  from  his  blood-stained  cross, 
speaks  the  Redeemer,  in  tones  of  love  and  inviting  mercy.  Here 
speaks  the  Comforter,  as  with  the  soul-stirring  truths  of  the 
written  word,  he  whispers  in  the  ear  of  the  heart,  and  points  the 
convicted  soul  to  the  atoning  Lamb. 

We  enter,  here,  upon  no  discussion  of  what  are  the  prospects, 
in  the  **  land  of  the  hereafter,"  of  such  as  live  and  die  where  the 
light  of  revealed  truth  has  never  shone  ;  but  what  we  want  to  say, 
and  what  we  would  press  home  upon  the  hearts  of  all  present,  is, 
that  a  knowledge  of  the  truths  revealed  in  the  Bible,  is  essential 
to  the  salvation  of  those  in  whose  behalf  this  Society  labors. 
There  is  no  other  pattern  of  a  heavenly  character,  than  the  one 
here  revealed  ;  no  other  path  to  that  bliss,  made  known  ;  no 
other  name  than  that  of  Jesus,  by  which  we  can  be  saved.  This 
is  the  bread  of  life ;  without  it,  the  soul  will  perish,  and  they 
who  labor  to  scatter  it  abroad  shall  gather  fruit  unto  life  eternal. 
It  is  in  this  consideration  that  we  find  the  true  magnitude  and 
exalted  character  of  our  work  ;  as  it  is  in  the  immortality  of 
man,  that  we  find  his  true  dignity  and  worth. 

View  man  only  as  a  creature  of  time,  and  you  inevitably  sink 
into  a  low  estimate  of  his  life  and  happiness ;  so  low,  indeed,  as 
to  dry  up  all  the  streams  of  love  and  benevolent  regards  for  him. 
But  clothe  him  with  his  own  inherent  immortality,  and  look 
upon  him  in  this  life  as  in  a  state  of  probation  for  the  life  to 
come,  and  even  the  ragged  child  of  want,  that  meets  you  in  the 
streets,  secures  an  interest  in  your  heart  that  calls  into  exercise 
all  the  activity  of  a  sanctified  nature. 

Such  is  a  brief  statement  of  some  of  the  reasons  we  would 
urge  qpon  the  consideration  of  the  philanthropist  and  the  Chris- 
tian, to  interest  him  in  the  object  of  this  Society.  Nor  in  doing 
this,  do  we  urge  upon  your  attention  an  untried  form  of  benefi- 
cence. A  half  century  has  passed  since  this  Society  was  organ- 
ized, and  its  foot-prints  are  found  in  the  huts  of  the  poor,  and  in 
the  palaces  of  the  rich ;  in  the  counting-room  of  the  merchant, 
and  in  the  work-shop  of  the  mechanic ;  in  our  halls  of  educa- 


19 

tioD,  and  in  our  houses  of  public  entertainment;  in  our  steam- 
boat cabins,  and  upon  all  our  sailing  vessels  that  carry  our  com- 
merce to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Yea,  and  its  record  is  on  high, 
in  the  many  rejoicing  spirits  that  have  received  the  true  light 
through  its  instrumentality,  and,  following  that  light,  have  found 
their  rest  in  heaven. 


Rev.  Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  was  next 
introduced,  and  addressed  the  assembly  as  follows : 

Mr.  President, — I  rise  in  compliance  with  the  request  of 
one  of  your  Committee,  and  to  redeem  a  pledge  made  to  a 
friend  (Hon.  Albert  Fearing)  who  knows  how  hard  it  is  for  me 
to  say  No  !  to  any  thing  he  wishes  me  to  do. 

One  theme  only  is  appropriate  to  this  occasion  ;  but  that  theme 
is  so  vast,  its  relations  are  so  varied,  its  importance  so  grand  and 
incalculable,  that  one  knows  not  where  to  begin  to  take  it  up. 
The  Bible,  its  value,  teachings,  truths,  hopes ;  its  influence, 
efficacy,  authority; — our  duty  to  aid  in  the  great  and  glorious 
work  of  its  distribution, — who  can  speak  adequately  upon  these 
topics  ? 

Among  those  who  hear  me,  J  am  confident  there  is  no  want  of 
a  substantial  reverence  for  the  Bible.  A  want  of  such  reverence, 
an  affectation  of  contempt  and  disregard  for  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
can  no  longer  pass  current  as  an  evidence  of  a  superior  intel- 
lect, an  enlarged,  elevated  and  philosophic  mind.  The  Bible 
has  commanded  the  reverence  of  too  many  great  minds;  men  of 
gigantic  intellect,  whom  the  world  honors  as  the  masters  of  learn- 
ing and  of  thought,  have  expressed  their  faith  in  it  with  too  firm 
and  strong  a  conviction  ;  at  this  moment  it  is  exerting,  on  large 
portions  of  the  civilized  world,  too  deep  and  controlling  an  in- 
fluence, to  permit  disbelief  in  it,  or  contemptuous  criticisms 
upon  it,  to  be  received  either  as  marks  of  genius  or  evidences 
of  strong  good  sense.  The  Bible  ever  has  and  ever  will  come 
forth  unharmed,  and  in  renovated  splendor,  from  any  attack 
made  upon  it ;  and  whatever  evidences  may  be  adduced  to  the 
contrary,  I  believe  that  could  all  the  facts  in  the  case  be  collect- 
ed and  presented  before  us  at  this  hour,  it  would  be  admitted 
that  we  might  apply  to  the  power  and  progress  of  the  Bible  in  the 
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world,  its  own  beautiful  description  of  the  progress  of  the  sun 
through  the  heavens.  "  It  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  his 
chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a  race.  Its  going 
forth  is  from  the  end  of  the  heavens,  and  its  circuit  unto  the 
ends  of  it ;  and  there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof." 

I  would  fain  believe,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  want  among 
us  of  a  substantial  reverence  for  the  Bible,  that  we  daily  read 
some  portions  of  its  precious  pages,  and  receive  with  devout  and 
honest  hearts  its  living  and  life-giving  words. 

But  it  may  he  doubted  whether  any  of  us  justly  appreciate  the 
Bible,  its  extraordinary  character,  its  immeasurable  value.  Mr. 
Buckminster,  in  one  of  the  sermons  in  the  second  volume  of  his 
Discourses  published  many  years  afler  his  death,  expresses  this 
thought.  "  Had  I  to  choose,"  he  says,  **  between  the  Bible  and 
all  other  books,  which  should  be  destroyed,  my  choice  would  be 
instantly  made.  I  would  give  all  other  books  to  the  flames,  and 
hold  on  the  Bible  as  the  life  and  light  of  the  world."  I  quote 
from  memory  and  may  not  have  given  his  exact  words ;  but  this 
is  the  thought,  expressed  quite  as  strongly,  I  am  confident,  as  I 
have  expressed  it. 

Mr.  Buckminster  was  not  simply  an  eloquent  preacher,  whose 

fame  yet  dwells  in  our  churches,  while  his  memory  is  fresh  in  the 

hearts  of  all  who  ever  knew  him,  he  was  also  a  distinguished 

scholar, — a  general  as  well  as  theological  scholar, — as  deeply  read 

in  all  the  learning  of  the  world  as  in  the  learning  of  the  Bible. 

Few  men  were  ever  better  qualified  to  form  and  express  an  opinion 

upon  this  point.     Are  we  not  ready  to  subscribe  to  his  opinion  ? 

What  other  book  could  take  the  place  of  the  Bible,  be  to  us  what 

that  is,  give  us  what  that  gives  us.     Reduced  to  the  alternative, 

compelled  to  make  the  choice,  where  could  we  lay  our  hands 

upon  a  volume,  or  upon  any  number  of  volumes,  that  would  make 

good  what  we  should  lose  were  the  Bible  destroyed,  and  all  that  the 

Bible  teaches  blotted  out  from  our  minds  and  hearts.  We  cannot 

find  such  a  volume  or  volumes.  To  destroy  the  Bible  would  be  like 

striking  out  the  sun  from  the  intellectual  and  moral  firmament ; 

one  by  one,  the  stars  that  borrow  their  light  from  that  sun  would 

grow  pale  and  dim,  and  man  be  led  to  grope  in  darkness  for  that 

path  which  is  now  bright  and  clear,  and  open  to  his  progressive 

steps.     Leave  the  Bible,  and  though  all  other  books  be  destroyed, 

there  stills  remains  a  foundation,  upon  which  the  human  mind 
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can  rear  the  superstructure  of  faith  and  knowledge ;  a  fountain 
from  which  it  can  be  fed  with  the  nourishment  it  needs  and 
craves. 

The  Bible  comes  from  no  vain  and  frivolous  thought.  It  is 
no  casual  product  of  the  human  intellect ;  it  is  a  providential 
book,  made  what  it  is,  by  the  interposition,  in  some  way,  of  the 
universal  and  almighty  Mind.  No  other  supposition  seems  ade- 
quate to  explain  the  contents  of  the  Bible,  the  position  it  has 
held  and  now  holds,  and  the  influence  it  has  exerted  and  still 
exercises  over  the  most  enlightened  and  cultivated  nations  of  the 
earth.  That  influence  is  deep  and  varied,  not  confined  to  religion, 
to  theology,  but  touching  more  or  less  directly  all  the  depart- 
ments of  life.  Jurisprudence  is  largely  indebted  to  it,  and 
Christian  nations  find  in  the  Bible  their  best  statute-book. 
Many  of  the  highest  political  principles  and  much  of  the  best 
political  wisdom  of  our  times  dates  back  to  the  old  Hebrew 
commonwealth.  Poetry  is  largely  indebted  to  it,  and  some  of 
the  finest  passages  of  our  finest  poets  are  but  successful  imita- 
tions of  what  David  and  the  Prophets  have  uttered  of  old  ;  and 
many  human  philosophies  differing  widely  from  each  other,  har- 
monize in  this ;  that  in  their  great  ideas  they  are  all  simply 
paraphrases  of  some  deep  and  significant  text  of  Scripture. 

All  that  is  highest  and  grandest  in  human  thought,  tenderest 
in  human  affections,  holiest,  most  devout,  reverential  and  heav- 
enly in  human  aspirations,  finds  its  germ  and  its  nurture  in  the 
Bible.  This  is  easily  explicable  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
Bible  is  specially  a  providential  book  ;  that  in  some  way— (we 
need  not  be  carious  and  exact  in  our  theory  of  inspiration,- or  at- 
tempt to  determine,  with  metaphysical  precision,  what  we  cannot 
adequately  comprehend,  viz.,  the  manner  and  the  extent  to  which 
God  may  illumine  the  human  mind) — in  some  way,  the  hand  of 
God,  the  mind,  the  wisdom  of  God,  are  in  that  book  more  directly, 
more  distinctly  than  in  any  other.  Deny  this — say  that  the  Bible 
is  a  mere  chance,  casual  production  of  the  human  mind,  with 
which  the  providence  of  God  is  no  more  concerned  than  it  is 
with  the  thousands  of  volumes  that  annually  issue  frotn  the  public 
press — and  you  find  it  difficult  to  explain,  you  cannot  explain, 
either  its  contents  or  its  influence.  Not  its  contents.  Its  authors, 
from  Moses  to  the  Apostles  of  our  Lord,  were  Jews ;  and  the 
Jews  were  a  small,  circumscribed  Dation,  inhabiting  the  moan- 
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tainous  regions  of  Palestine,  despised  by  their  neighbors,  and 
shut  out  from  general  intercourse  with  mankind.  How  came 
the  Jews,  under  these  circumstances,  to  attain  to  such  riches  of 
divine  wisdom  and  truth  ?  Where  could  individuals  of  this  peo- 
ple get  power  to  produce  a  book,  superior  to  all  others — a  book 
that  should  outlast  all  others — a  book  so  full  of  interest,  instruc- 
tion, guidance,  comfort  to  man,  that  the  most  enlightened  indi- 
viduals and  nations  of  the  earth  receive  it,  cleave  to  it,  and  obey 
it,  as  containing  the  clearest  declarations  of  the  will  and  law  of 
God  7  Admit  divine  interposition,  the  inspiring  and  overruling 
providence  of  God,  and  the  thing  is  explained.  Deny  this,  and 
you  have  an  effect  without  a  cause — ^you  have  a  great  moral 
miracle  staring  you  in  the  face,  while  you  deny  the  power  that 
could  alone  have  produced  it. 

And  as  we  cannot  explain  the  contents,  so  neither  can  we 
explain  the  influence  of  the  Bible,  upon  the  exclusion  of  the 
special  interposition  and  providence  of  God.  That  influence 
has  been,  and  is,  great  beyond  that  of  all  other  books.  The 
infidel  must  admit  this.  Take  all  the  other  books  that  sages, 
philosophers,  poets,  historians,  moralists,  have  written — how  few 
of  them  have  ever  exercised  a  broad,  deep,  lasting  influence 
upon  mankind  !  How  few  of  them  have  had  any  marked  effect 
in  moulding  the  manners,  morals,  habits  of  thought  and  action 
of  a  single  generation,  much  less  of  successive  generations! 
What  multitudes  of  these  books  are  forgotten,  laid  aside  — are  at 
this  moment  as  if  they  had  never  been !  The  world  has  outgrown 
them,  and  passed  on,  leaving  them  to  moulder  amid  the  dust  of 
forgotten  things.  Not  so  with  the  Bible.  That  still  survives, 
and  the  strongest  and  deepest  mark  on  the  chart  of  the  earth's 
history  is  that  made  by  its  influence  upon  the  nations  receiving 
it.  That  still  survives,  and  suffices  for  the  soul,  because  its 
eternal  truths  have  a  divine  charm  for  the  heart,  and  beget  a 
deep  conviction  in  the  intellect  of  every  generation — because  its 
thought  is  always  in  advance  of  the  highest  thought  of  human- 
ity ;  and  all  the  interests  of  mankind,  temporal  and  spiritual,  are 
there  met  by  truths  and  instructions  calculated  to  promote  them. 
Deny  the  inspiration  and  the  providence  of  God  in  this  perma- 
nent, all-pervading,  ever-increasing  influence  of  the  Bible,  and 
you  cast  about  in  vain  for  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  it.  Well, 
therefore,  may  we  reverence  the  Bible,  and  cleave  to  it,  as  pos- 
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sesBing  and  exerting,  above  all  other  books,  the  influences  that 
are  to  regenerate  the  world,  and  sanctify  unto  eternal  life  the 
individual  heart. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  what  I  have  offered  only  shows  the 
Bible  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  book,  but  does  not  invest  it  with 
any  authority — does  not  entitle  it  to  be  received  and  honored 
as  containing  the  records  of  express  divine  revelation.  Why 
should  we  receive  it  as  containing  such  records  ?  Give  us  the 
reasons  for  its  being  a  divine  revelation.  Mr.  President,  the 
answer  to  that  question  involves  a  profound  argument,  into 
which  all  the  wisdom  and  learning  of  the  world  may  be  made 
to  enter,  and  to  lend  their  aid  to  its  support.  It  would  be  foolish 
to  attempt  to  set  forth  that  argument  here  ;  but  I  wish  to  present 
one  or  two  simple  considerations,  successive  steps  in  the  argu- 
ment, by  which  a  person  of  ordinary  culture  and  sense  may  be 
satisfied  that  the  Bible  is  the  revealed  will  of  God. 

1.  A  divine  revelation  is  antecedently  probable.  Nature,  the 
outward  universe,  in  all  its  glory,  beauty,  harmony,  magnif- 
icence, is  a  manifestation,  a  revelation  of  God.  ''The  things 
that  are  visible  have  at  all  times  declared  the  things  that  are 
invisible."  But  man  needs  something  more  than  nature  teaches; 
something  more  direct,  specific,  authoritative.  So  great  is  this 
need,  that  we  say,  a  divine  revelation  is  antecedently  probable. 
We  may  expect  to  find  it  somewhere  among  men ;  and,  judging 
from  the  analogy  of  nature,  which  is  marked  by  epochs,  in  which 
the  creative  energy  of  divine  power  has  been  specially  put  forth 
to  give  new  forms  of  beauty  and  use  to  material  things,  and 
whose  great  law  is  that  of  small  beginnings  leading  to  great 
results  and  a  progressive  plan,  I  maintain  that  we  should  expect 
to  find,  in  this  revelation,  a  series  of  dispensations,  the  one  pre- 
paring the  way  for  the  other — each  of  them  marked,  as  epochs 
in  the  natural  world  evidently  have  been,  by  special  miraculous 
manifestations  of  divine  power ;  and  each  of  them,  also,  com- 
municated originally  to  a  few  persons,  and  thence  spreading, 
through  human  instrumentalities  under  divine  Providence,  far- 
ther and  farther,  from  mind  to  mind,  from  heart  to  heart,  grad- 
ually illuminating  the  world,  and  elevating  and  sanctifying  the 
race. 

2.  A  divine  revelation,  progressive  in  its  plan,  consisting  of  a 
series  of  dispensations,  being  thus  antecedently  probable,  it  is  also 
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antecedently  probable  that  this  revelation  will  be  communicated 
in  human  language,  and  transmitted  and-  perpetuated  through  a 
written  record.  Some  such  book  as  the  Bible — a  book  containing 
a  history  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  under  which  the  revela- 
tion was  communicated,  and  the  instructions,  truths  and  testi- 
monies of  that  revelation — some  such  book  I  should  expect  to 
find  somewhere  in  the  world,  because,  as  man  and  the  world  are 
constituted,  this  is  and  would  be  the  only  satisfactory  mode  of 
transmitting  and  perpetuating  the  revelation.  There  are  two 
other  prominent  modes  that  come  up  to  our  thoughts,  but  both 
are  objectionable.  One  is  tradition,  oral  communication  from 
mouth  to  mouth,  from  father  to  son,  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion. But  tradition  is  liable  to  failure,  perversion  and  abuse. 
The  truths  that  come  to  us  through  centuries  of  oral  tradition, 
can  never  come  to  us  with  any  certainty  or  authority.  The 
other  is  by  a  symbol,  a  form,  a  rite,  as  when  St.  Paul  tells  the 
early  Christians  that  in  observing  the  Lord's  supper,  **  they  show 
forth  the  Lord's  death."  The  rite  of  the  supper  is  an  evidence, 
a  testimony  to  the  fact  of  the  Saviour's  death  ;  and  through  that, 
as  a  symbol,  some  of  the  great  facts  and  ideas  of  the  gospel 
might  have  been  transmitted  from  age  to  age,  from  generation  to 
generation. 

But  as  a  sole  dependence  or  chief  instrument,  a  symbol  is 
objectionable.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  liable  to  failure,  but  it  is  liable 
to  abuse  and  perversion.  The  symbol  may  be  made  to  mean,  to 
teach  much  more  or  much  less  than  was  originally  designed. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Church,  in  the  influence  and  authority  it 
gives  to  tradition,  and  in  its  mode  of  observing  the  Lord's  sup- 
per, and  the  ideas  it  has  associated  with  that  rite,  presents  evi- 
dences and  illustrations  of  the  inadequacy  of  both  tradition  and 
symbol  to  communicate  and  perpetuate  truth.  Both  are  inade- 
quate, unsafe  instruments ;  and  when  once  they  have  become 
corrupted  and  perverted  from  their  original  significance,  there  is 
no  means  of  reformation,  if  there  be  no  record  to  which  an 
appeal  can  be  made.  A  record  is  undoubtedly  liable  to  miscon- 
struction, to  misinterpretation ;  but  then  it  abides  and  becomes 
authoritative,  because  it  does  abide.  It  can  be  studied,  and  re- 
studied,  from  age  to  age.  Through  this  study,  errors  can  be 
corrected,  misinterpretations  rectified,  till  at  last,  in  regard  to  all 
that  is  importanti  the  truth  opens  clear  apon  the  enlarged  and 
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enlarging  mind  of  man.  Here  are  two  points  settled.  First, 
the  antecedent  probability  of  a  divine  revelation ;  second,  the 
antecedent  probability  that  the  revelation  will  be  in  a  record 
authentic  and  reliable,  containing  its  history,  instructions  and 
truths. 

3.  The  Bible— the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments— claims  to  be  such  a  record.  I  am  predisposed  to  receive 
it,  because  I  expect  to  find  some  such  record,  and  some  such 
book  in  the  world.  I  do  receive  it ;  and  every  man,  it  seems  to 
me,  may  receive  it,  with  the  faith  that  shall  give  a  divine  efficacy 
and  force  to  its  teachings,  by  two  simple  steps  or  processes,  on 
two  simple  considerations.  (1)  Take  the  Scriptures  and  travel 
back  through  the  centuries,  to  the  time  when,  if  they  were  in 
existence  at  all,  they  must  have  been  contemporary  history,  and 
when,  if  they  were  not  true,  the  fact  would  have  been  made 
manifest,  and  you  find  their  existence  and  their  truth  recognized 
by  those  who  would  have  recognized  neither,  except  that  they 
were  in  existence  and  were  true.  This  argument  applies  with 
impregnable  force  to  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament 
Go  back  to  the  first  century  of  the  Christian  era,  and  you  find 
that  wherever  there  was  a  Christian  church,  there  were  these 
Scriptures ;  wherever  there  was  a  Christian  teacher,  preacher, 
or  writer,  there  were  these  Scriptures  quoted  from,  referred  to, 
appealed  to,  by  those  who  could  easily  have  ascertained  their 
falsehood  or  forgery,  had  these  qualities  attached  to  them,  and 
who  had  every  motive  to  sift  that  question  to  the  bottom. 
(2)  Take  the  Scriptures  and  compare  their  contents,  as  matters 
of  fact  and  history,  with  all  that  you  can  learn  of  the  world  out- 
side of  these  Scriptures,  and  you  find  an  additional  confirmation 
of  their  truth.  For  instance,  to  bring  the  argument  to  its  point 
at  once,  you  find  in  the  world  the  Jewish  people  and  the  Chris- 
tian church.  The  Scriptures  explain  the  origin,  character  and 
condition  of  both  the  Jewish  people  and  the  Christian  church, 
satisfactorily.  Deny  these  Scriptures,  set  them  aside  as  not 
reliable,  wanting  in  genuineness  and  authenticity,  not  to  be 
received  or  credited,  and  then  attempt  to  explain  these  two  great 
facts — the  existence  and  condition  of  the  Jewish  people  and  the 
Christian  church — and  you  will  find  it  as  difficult  as  it  would  be 
to  deny  the  early  colonial  settlement  of  this  country  and  the 
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American  revolution,  and  then  attempt  to  explain  and  account 
lor  the  rise  of  this  great  American  republic. 

I  receive  the  Bible,  and  believe  it  to  be  a  providential  book, 
specially  and  peculiarly  so,  because  here  are  two  great  facts 
outstanding  in  the  world,  the  Jewish  People  and  the  Christian 
Church  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  explain  and  account  for  either 
of  these  facts  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Bible,  in  any  of  its 
essential  particulars,  is  forged,  fabricated,  false,  and  unworthy  of 
credit.  It  is  true — the  record  of  God's  special  dealings  with  the 
children  of  men — full  of  a  divine  wisdom  and  truth,  which,  in 
all  its  clearness  and  power,  could  have  come  to  the  human  mind 
only  from  the  divine,  almighty,  omniscient  Mind.  Let  us  so 
receive  it,  and  cleave  to  it.  Let  us  so  use  it,  and  help  to  diffuse 
it.  Let  it  be  the  light  and  hope  of  our  hearts — as  it  is,  and 
must  be,  the  light  and  hope  of  the  world. 

There  it  stands,  the  recorded  declaration  of  the  divine  will, 
the  recorded  evidence  of  the  divine  interposition,  the  source  of 
truth,  of  right,  of  duty,  of  hope  to  the  world.  The  skeptic  may 
attack  it,  the  scoffer  may  sneer  at  it,  the  blasphemer  may  ridicule 
it ;  but  these  could  as  easily  pull  down  the  sun,  or  overturn  the 
great  dome  of  the  heavens,  as  overturn  the  authority  of  the  Bible, 
or  make  it  a  despised,  rejected,  obsolete  book.  There  it  stands  ; 
and  as  time  rolls  on,  and  it  is  more  and  more  diffused,  more  and 
more  read,  better  and  better  interpreted,  it  will  have  more  and 
more  influence  till  it  impregnates  all  human  thought,  custom, 
legislation,  conduct,  with  its  immutable  truths,  and  its  divine 
spirit  Among  all  the  works  of  Christian  benevolence  that 
appeal  to  us,  there  is  none  nobler,  none  more  Christian  in  its 
character,  more  sublime  in  its  aim,  than  that  which  seeks  to 
disseminate  everywhere  the  Bible,  translate  it  into  all  languages, 
send  it  to  all  lands,  scatter  it  broadcast  over  the  world.  In  that 
great  work  let  us  persevere  with  increased  and  ever-increasing 
zeal. 

The  Rev.  R  S.  Stores,  Jr.,  D.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
made  the  closing  Address.  His  theme  was,  The  Bible  as  a 
Book ; — ^the  peculiar  adaptedness  of  such  a  form  of  Reve- 
lation to  the  many  ends  designed  to  be  answered.  With 
rare  point  and  directness  he  imfolded  his  subject,  holding 
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the  attention  of  his  audience,  and  leaving  them  more  than 
ever  impressed  with  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God  in 
thus  acconmiodating  himself  to  the  varied  conditions  and 
characters  of  men,  in  their  successive  generations.  We 
r^ret  that  the  speaker  could  not  furnish  his  Address  for 
publication. 

After  the  usual  Doxology,  and  the  Benediction,  the  meet- 
ing was  dissolved. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 
PREVIOUS  TO  ITS  INCORPORATION. 

July  13,  1809. — ^The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsous,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being  read 
from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  and 
was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
▼iz : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Sabecriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
nnmber  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  t  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH     OF      MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten*    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  MaasachuaettB. 

Whereas f  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  Oeneral  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible 
Society  of  Massachusetts. 
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Sec.  2.  Be  itfurtfier  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phillips, 
aod  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure  ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im- 
proved for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and* 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810^ 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Anunal  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1861, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  '*  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others/' 

ARTICLE  TI. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IT. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meetinor. 

o 

ARTICLE    VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE  iz. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 

the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  iq  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE  z. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Fi?e  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  afler  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencie«,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository, — 
each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  persons. 

ARTICLE  zii. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them  ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present 


PRIVILEGES  OP  UFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  (1,00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  eurreni,  not  (or  jpasi  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 

BT  YIBTUS  or  A  OONTBIBUTION  OF  TWENTY  DOLLAB0  AND  UPWABDfl. 


*  Adams,  John  Uuiney,  Qiitiiey. 

Albree,  John,  BoaUnu 

Albro,  R«v.  John  A.,  Cmnkbridgi, 

Albro,  Mn.  Elicab«th  8.       " 

Albro,  HIm  AoDie  B.  ** 

Alden,  AUnira  S.  C,  Foxiora*. 

ADdrawa,  Artemat  F.,  Fiukburg. 

Andrawt,  C.  L.,  BoaUn. 

^Appletoo,  Samael,  BoHon. 

Appietoo,  WiUiam,      ** 

Atwood,  John  W.,  Chalkmm, 

Babcoek,  Mit.  Nancy,  BotUn. 

Bakar,  Mrt.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  Dorchester, 

Barber,  Martin,  SAerAam 

Barnard,  William  P.,  Marlhoro.* 

•Bamei,  William,  " 

Bartlett,  Thomaa,  Boston. 

Bayley,  Robert,  AViofrwyport. 

Baal,  Alexander,  Boston. 

Beebe,  Jamae  M.  ** 

Baeba,  Mrs.  Jaroet  M.  ** 

Baecbar,  Rer.  William  H.,  AV.  Brooijltld. 

Belknap,  Miaa  Martha  M.,  Framingkmwu 

Blanchard,  Miaa  Franoef  C.,  droton. 

BodwelJ,  Key.  J.  C.,  ^aiata/ikaai. 

*BoDd,  George,  Boston. 

Bowera,  Luke  K.  ** 

Bowera,  Mra.  Cara  H.    ** 

Brackatt,  Jamae,  Qamey. 

Braroan,  BaT.  laaae,  Oeerfetown. 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  Heading. 

Brewer,  Cyrna .  Dorchester. 

Brigga,  Rev.  William  T.,  iVtiic«<aii. 

*Bromfield,  Elizabeth,  Boston. 

*Brooka,  Peter  C.  *< 

Brooka,  Peter  C.  *< 

Brown,  Joaeph,  Oroton. 

Bolkley,  Mra.  Catharina  P.  ** 

Boiler,  Mra.  Jane  D.  ** 

Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  West  Ctmhridge. 

Cady,  Mra.  Harriet  8.  <« 

Capen,  Mra.  Charlea,  Framinf  Aaaa. 

Capen,  Miaa  C.  Elisabeth,    " 

Carpenter,  Catharina  E.,  Foxboro*. 

Carpenter,  Daniel,  " 

Chaae,  Hexekiah  A  ,  Lifnn. 

Child,  Miaa  Lucy,  Thetford,  FL 

Choata,  David,  ToosfieUL. 

Clap,  Jamea,  Dorchester. 

Clap,  Mrt-  Rebecca,  Boston. 

Clapn,  John  C.  »* 

Clari,  Jamea  G.,  Andover. 

Clark,  John  L.  " 

Clark,  Jonathan,  fFinehester. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.  ** 

Clark,  Miaa  Nelly,  Sherbom. 

Clark,  Rev.  Rufua  W.,  Brooklyn,  A*.  F. 

Clary,  Mra.  S.  S.,  .^skUnd. 

•Cobb,  Richard,  Boeton. 

Cobb,  Jacob.  Jtbington. 

•Codman,  Charlea  R.     BosUn. 

CoduHUi,  Mn.  Catharine, 
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Conn,  Horace,  ffohnm, 

Coolidge,  Joaeph,  Boston* 

Cooli(i(H.  Lowell,  Sherborn, 

Croaby,  Mra.  Rebecca,  Boston. 

Curtia,  Abner,  £a«(  Abtngion. 

Cuahman,  GfsirKe  H.,  JWrtA  BrUgeweAtr, 

Cutter,  SUtephen,  tVinekestsr. 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.        ** 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Reading. 

Dana,  Surouel,  Boston. 

Dana,  Charlea  B.,  BrookUne. 

Dane,  John  U.  *' 

Davi«,  Alvah  M.,  Haverhill. 

Davit,  Mra.  Elisabeth  W.,  /forthboro\ 

Den  ham,  Rev.  George,  Bar  re, 

Denham,  Mra.  Clara  D.    ** 

Dix,  Mra.  Eliiah,  Boston. 

Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Harvard. 

Dodge,  Mra.  Ann  8.      *' 

Dodge,  Mra.  J.  M.  C,  Andover. 

*Dorr,  John,  Boston. 

*Duw,Joaiah,    " 

•Dowae.  Edward,  Dedham. 

Dunn,  Edward  H.,  Boston^ 

Dutch,  Elizabeth  M.     " 

Dyer,  Rev.  E.  Porter,  Hingham, 

Eager,  William,  BotUm. 

Eaitburn,  RL  Rev.  Manlon,  ** 

Eaton,  Eben,  Framxngkam, 

Eaton,  Mina  Martha  W.,  Pitchbnrg. 

Euton,  William,  Boston. 

Eaton,  William  J.,  fVestboro*. 

*  Eliot,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Eliot,  Samuel  A.     ** 

•Elwell,  Robert,      ** 

Emery,  Mra.  Harriet,  JVVrU  WefKnetUh, 

Everett,  Edward,  Boston. 

Furnaworth,  Mra.  Abel,  Oroten. 

Farweli,  Stephen  T.,  Cawtkridge. 

Fay,  Cyrua,  fTestboro'. 

Fearing,  Albeit.     Boston. 

Fearinjr,  Mra.  Albert,  ** 

Ford,  Rev.  George,  £aaC  Falmomih. 

Ford,  Thomaa  A.,  Boston. 

Ford,  Thomaa  A.,  JVere*  Bridgewter. 

Ford,  Mra  Elisa  C.        «' 

Foadick,  Charlea,        Oroton. 

Foadick,  Frederick,         ** 

Foadick,  Samuel  W.        ** 

Foadick,  Mijia  Mary,        ** 

Francii,  Ebeneser,  Boston. 

Furber,  Rev.  Daniel  L.,  AVwtaw. 

Furber,  Mra.  Maria  B.  " 

Gale,  Rei^  Wakefield,  ilacAparl. 

Galo,  Mra.  Wakefield,        " 

Gale,  Juatin  Edwarda,        ** 

Garrotte,  Kev.  Edmund  Y..Millkurf. 

Garrette,  Mn.  Pransania  W.      *« 

*Gibba,  Mra.  Mary,  Boston. 

Gilman,  Miaa  Rabaeca  L,  Br^iferd. 

Gordon,  SoIotooq  J.,  Boston* 

Gordon,  Mrs.  Btbewa,  •• 
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Oott,  J.  R.,  RptkptrL 

«6ray,  FranciR  C,  BoHam. 

•Gray,  Heory,  " 

Gray,  Horace,        Beaton, 

Gray,  John  C.  ** 

Green,  J.  8.  Coplev,    ** 

Greenwood,  Mr*.  Bally  K.,  Sktrbam. 

*Grew,  John,  Batten, 

Hall,  iMr«.  Joseph  P.,  Oroten, 

*Haminatt,  Mrs.  Mary,  Botton. 

Hammond,  Rav.  Witliam  B.,  Braintret. 

Hammond,  Mri  Louise  M.  ** 

Hardwick,  Thomai,  Qaincy. 

Hatch,  Benjamin,  East  Falmouth, 

Hawnn,  Cynihia,  WrmtlUm. 

Hay  ward,  Eliai,  Bruintret. 

Hay  ward,  Paul,  jSM^v. 

Headley,  Kev.  P.  C,  OrenfieU. 

Heard,  Jolm,  Ipswich, 

Heriey,  Jacob,  Foxboro*. 

*Hij;ginion,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Botlon, 

Hiidreth,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Orvton. 

*Hill,  Henry,  Boston, 

Hill,  Joiham,  ifobum. 

•Holmes,  R-r.  Abiel,  Cambridgs. 

Holmes,  Miss  £.  A.,  Anduvtr. 

Homer,  Charles  W.,  Cnmbridge, 

Hooker,  George  B.,  Sherbom, 

Hooper,  Robert.  Btmton, 

Hoppin,  Kev.  James  M.,  Saltm, 

Hovey,  George  O.,  Boston, 

•How,  James,  Boston. 

Howard,  Carjr,  M'ortk  Bridgetoater. 

How,  Frederick,  Danvers, 

•Howe,  John,  Boston. 

Howes,  Collins,  CAacAaw. 

Hoyt,  Mrs.  Maria,  /"raaitM/Aaai. 

Hulbert,  Charles,  Boston. 

Humphrey,  Daniel,  JVorlA  tfepnontk, 

•Hyslop,  David,      Boston. 

Jackson,  James,  ** 

«Jackson,  Patrick  T.  " 

Jephson,  Miss  C.  E^  Brsoklins. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Emma  £.,  Bradford, 

Johnson,  Mrs.  S.  W.,  Farmington,  JV.  H, 

Joy,  Mrs.  Abigail,  Boston, 

Keep,  N.  C.  " 

Keith,  Azxa  B ,  AbrtA  BridgnoaUr. 
Keith,  Charles.  " 

Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Foxboro*, 

Kerr,  Jane  K.  " 

Ketie.le,  Jacob  Q^  Boston, 

Kimball,  David,  Bradford, 

Kingman,  Miss  Sarah,  Boston. 

•Kmiwlea,  Kev.  James  D.  ** 

Knox.  Mrs.  8.,  AocA  island^  III 

Lamson,  £dwin,     Boston, 

Lamson,  Mrs.  Edwin,  " 

Lane,  Richmond  J.,  £a«t  JiHngton, 

Langworthy.  Rev.  Isaac  P.,  Ckslsea, 

Larkin,  Lydia  E.,  St.  Anthony,  M,  T, 

•Lawrence,  Amos,  Boston, 

I^wrence,  Asa,  Qroton, 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  M.  A.       ** 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Nancy  T.,  Carlislt. 

Leach,  Bimeon,  Stoughton. 

Leavitt,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.,  Boston, 

Lefavour,  Issacher,  Bivsrly, 

Leiand,  Calvin  J.,  JWUtcA. 

Leonard,  Elixa,  Foxboro*. 

Ijconard,  James  M.,  Bridgswatsr, 

Liverroore,  Greorge,  Cambridgs, 
.   •Locke,  Ephraim,  Boston. 

Ijocka,  Miss  Mary  O.,  Bradford. 

Ijoomts,  Rev.  B.,  LiUloton, 

Lowell,  Rev.  Cbarlea,  Booton, 

Lnmb,  William,  " 

Lyman,  Rev.  Geocge,  SmUon, 


Manning.  Edward  W.,  Walbwm, 
Marsh,  B.  J.,  Oroton, 
•Marston,  William,  Boston, 
•McKean,  William,     *« 
•McLean,  Mrs.  Ann,  ** 
Means,  Rev.  John  O.,  Roxhrnry, 
Means,  Mrs.  John  O.        " 
Messenger,  Miss  Elisa,  Fitehburg. 
Mills,  Kev.  C.  L.,  ^^orth  Bridgewater. 
Mills,  Mrs.  Rebeeca  B.  '* 

Mister,  Mrs.  Fanny  L.,  Boston, 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Hardwick. 
Mixter,  Mrs.  B.  B.,  Hock  Island^  HI, 
Moore,  Rev.  George,  Andover, 
Moors,  Rufus,  Oroton, 
Moidough,  Rev.  John  H.,  Hamilton, 
Morley,  Rev.  S.  B.,  Attlsboro\ 
Morse,  Charles  N  ,  Foxboro' . 
Morse,  Miss  Emily  A.,  Bradford. 
Morse,  Henry,  JVotteA. 
Monger,  Rev.  Theodore  T.,  Dorchester. 
Murray,  Rev.  James  O.,  South  Danvers. 
Murray,  Mrs  Julia  R.  ** 

Nason,  Rev  Elias,  JVattcA. 
•Xewell,  Montgomery,  Boston. 
Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  Oroton, 
Norcross,  Josiah,  SoiuA  Reading. 
Nourse,  l)aniel,  fVsst  Alsdway. 
Nityes,  Alva.  Jforlh  Bridgewater. 
Odtin,  Mrs.  E.  T.,  ExeitTy  If.  H. 
Ordway,  Aaron  L.,  JVew  York  eity. 
Ordway,  Misa  Charlotte,  Bradford. 
Packard.  Rev.  D.  I'emple,  Campello. 
Paine,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  Holden. 
•Palmer,  Rev.  Stephen,  ITeedham, 
•Parker,  John,  Booton, 

Parker,  Mrs.  Banh, 
•Parkman,  Rev.  Francis, 
•Parkman.  Samuel, 
Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah, 
•Parsons,  Gorham, 
•Parsons,  William, 
Partridge,  Joseph,  Holliston. 
Patrick,  Kev.  Henry  J.,  Bedford. 
Peckham,  Hubbard,  PetersAant. 
•Perkins,  James,     Boston. 
•Perkins,  James,  Jr.     ** 
•Perkins,  Thomas  H.    " 
Per  ley,  Jacob,  South  Danvers. 
Peters,  Edward  D.,  Betton. 
Pettee,  Miss  Eliza  J.,  Foxboro*. 
Phillips,  Mrs.  Sally,  Boeten. 
•Phillipa,  William,       " 
Pickard,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  OroveUnd. 
Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  Milord. 
Pond,  Almira  W.,  South  Maiden. 

Pond,  John  P.,  Boston, 

Pond,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Midway. 

Porter,  Samuel  B.,  IVinchtster. 

Pratt,  Cornelius,  JVertA  fVeymouth 

Pratt,  Galen,  JVortA  Bridgewater. 

Pratt,  Norton,  Braintree. 

•Prescott,  William,  £0«t9ii. 

Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Oeorgetown. 

Prince,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.      ** 

Proctor,  Thorndike.  South  Danvers. 

Rice,  Mrs.  Elizabetn,  Lawrence. 

Rico,  Mrs.  Henry  A.         " 

Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Beverly. 

Richardson,  Benjamin  P.,  Boston, 

Richardson,  Luther,  Winchester, 

Richardson,  Sumner,        ** 

•Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boeten, 

Robbins,  Andrew,  Qrolon, 

•Bobbins,  Edward  H.,  Booton, 

Roberta,  Rev.  Jaeob,  Zaei  Medmny, 

Roberto,  Mrs.  Mary  A.       " 

Robinaoo,  H.  W.,  JVertA  Bridgewater, 
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Roekwood,  John,  OroUfn, 

*Rog«ri,  Sav.  William  M.,  BoHon. 

Sawtell,  Ephraim,  OrUon. 

*Sa]isbury,  Hamfiel,  Boston. 

BmTgwi,  L.  M.  <' 

Seudder,  Charlaf,  ** 

Selfridge,  Thoroa*  O.     " 

Bhattack,  Andrew.  Oroloru 

tfbaw.  Mm.  Hannah,  Boaton. 

Sheldon,  Rev.  Lather,  Wtttboro*. 

Sheldon,  Mr*.  Sarah  H.        *' 

8hiverick,  Mis*  Maiia  L.,  Camptllo. 

*Si{oafoejr,  Andrew,  Boston, 

Sigourney,  Henrj,  " 

*^laek,  Rugg]e»,' Boston. 

Smith,  Rot.  Edward  P.,  PspporeU. 

Smith,  Rev.  Mation  M.,  Brooklins. 

Smith,  Mr*.  Mataoo  M.  ** 

Smith,  Richard,  South  Danvtrs. 

Smith.  Mra.  Charlotte,  " 

^mith,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Caroline,  M'ewlon, 

Stoddard,  L.  T.,  Brookline. 

Stone,  ReT.  Andrew  L.  Boston. 

Stone,  Mra  Matilda  F.         " 

Sumner,  Mr*.  H.  H.,  Foxboro*. 

Tappan,  John,  Boston. 

Teele,  Rev.  Albert  K..  Milton. 

Teele.  Mra.  Cornelia  C.    ** 

Temple,  Mark  M.,  Reading. 

Thatcher,  Mary  Ludlow,  Atid^Bboro*. 

Tbiiyer,  Aroasa,  ^roiatree. 

Thayer,  Ira,  " 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Lilla,      " 

Torrey,  Miss  Elisabeth  L.,  South  Weymouth. 

Trask,  Mrs.  A.  tt.^  JUanchester. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  Lebanon,  Ct. 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Hannah  W.        " 

Tucker,  Jesse,  Milton. 


Tucker,  William,  Dorehesltr. 
Tuttle,  Miss  Sarah,  Andovor. 
Tuttle,  Thomas,  LUtlston. 
Twichell,  John  M.,  f^ttehburg, 
Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  Boston. 
Vose,  William  H  ,  Fitehburg. 
Wakefield,  Miss  C,  Reading. 
*Walley,  Samuel  H.,  Boston. 
Ward,  Artemas,  Boston, 
Welch,  John,  " 

Weld,  James,  " 

Wells,  Mrs.  Martha  D.,  Jforthboro'. 
Wendell,  Mrs.  Catharine,  Boston, 
Whitcomb,  l^uis,  East  Randolph. 
Whitrumb,  Reuben,        harvard, 
Whitcomb,  Reuben,  Jr.  '* 

Whitcomb,  Mrs   Abby  F.       " 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D.     ** 
Whitcomb,  Miss  Mary  M.       ** 
*White,  James,  Boston. 
White,  Josiah,  Petersham. 
Whitney,  Charles  H.,  Fitehburg. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Permelia  V.,  Petershawt, 
*Wigf lesworth,  Thomas,  Boston. 
Wilcox,  Rev.  William  H.,  Reading, 
Wild,  Daniel,  Ao«C4m. 
WiNon,  Rev.  Thomas,  Sloughlon. 
Wiothrop,  Robert  C,  Boston. 
♦Winthrop,  Thomas  L    »» 
Withinjitun,  Otis,  Brookline, 
Wuodbury.  Simon  J.,  Sutton. 
Wood,  Elizabeth  (J.,  Foxboro*. 
Woods,  Miss  Abhio  Wheeler,  Maiden, 
WoimIs,  Joseph  W^heeler,  Boston, 
Woods,  Samuel  H.  " 

Wolcott,  W^illiam,  Danvers. 
*Worthington,  William,  Boston. 
Wiley,  Mrs.  Ann  E.,  South  Reading. 
Wyman,  William  G.,  FiUhburg, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


RscuPTS  FBOM  Mat  1, 1857,  to  Mat  1, 1858. 


95  00 

62  00 

183  62 

80  75 

44  78 

21  74 

19  25 

25  00 

20  00 

17  80 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boitim,  Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Adami,  Essex  Street,  .    $  247  74 

"  **  Rer.  MeMiB.  Blagden  and  Manning,  Old  Sooth,     77  42 

*•  *•  Her.  Dr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon,     ...         57  88 

*•  *•  Rer.  Mr.  Riehaids,  $90  (of  which  $20,  hj 

an  indlTidnal,  to  comtitate    Mn.    Rer. 

George  Rieharda  a  l.  m.)  ;  G.  R.  Fiake,  $5 ; 
**  **  Rer.  Mr.  Smith,  Shawmut  Arenue, 

**  «•  Rer.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street, 

**     Bowdoin  Street  Chnroh  and  Society,      .... 
"      Phillipa  Church  and  Society,  South  Boatcn,  . 
**      Bromfield  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
*•     North  Russell  Street  Methodist  Ef^acopal  Church, 

••      DaTid  M.  Kinmonth, 

**      George  LiTcrmore,  Esq.  (1  l.  m.) 

•*      A  friend,  $10 ;  do.  $3  80 ;  do.  $3 ;  do.  $1 ;  . 

$  952  98 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

AndoTer,  South  Parish, $  76  00 

DanTcn,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  $25  60; 

Sabbath  School,  $10 ;  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)    .       .       .  35  60 

M         South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  43  64 

Fjsrr.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        ....  16  26 

Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        .        .  46  00 

Hamilton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  balance  (1  l.  h.)  12  00 
Harerhill,  Centre  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (5  l.  m. 

A.  B.  8.) 176  65 

Ipswich,  First  Parish «  53  48 

•«        Second  Parish, 39  38 

Lawrence,  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .       •  24  65 
Methuen,  Society  of  Rer.  Mr.  Phillips,  (balance  from  1  l.  x. 

▲.B.  a.)  $27  50;  John  How,  Bmi.  $10; 87  50 
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Newbury,  Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Withington,  Mue  Betsey  Col- 

mui,  (1  L.  M.  A.  B.  8.) 

Newboryport,  Society  of  Rer.  Mr.  Yitke^  .... 
Bowley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  b.) 
Salem,  South  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Weit  Newbury,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


30  00 
53  20 
66  00 
40  75 
10  54 


•  750  65 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Aahby,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Aaeabet,  A  friend,  $1 ;  do.  $1 ;  do.  $1 ;  do.  $1 ; 

Bedford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 

Boxboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Cambridgeport,  Elizabeth  Harlow, 

Oonootd,  Union  Bible  Society,  (4  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  . 

F^amingham,  Hollis  ETangelical  Church  and  Society, 

Groton,  Union  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   , 

HoUiston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .... 

Hopkinton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h. 

in  part.) 

*<  Leri  Bicknell,  $1 ;  Sabbath  ishool  scholar,  $1  20 ; 

Lincoln,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)     . 
Lowell,  John  Street  Church  and  Society,  $27  05;  a  lady,  (1 

It.  M.  A.  B.  S<J  ^uU  f  ......  .. 

Mariboro',  Union  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Newton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 

Beading,  Bethesda  Church,        .... 

Sherbom,  Female  Reading  Society,    . 

Shirley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

South  Reading,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Sudbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Tewksbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Townsend,  Congregational  Chiirch  and  Society, 

West  Cambridge,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Westford,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Wilmington,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,) 

Wobun,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 


$22  00 

4  00 

17  11 

1  00 

5  00 

120  00 

25  50 

36  08 

50  00 

17  00 

2  20 

13  00 

20  00 

57  05 

26  00 

40  00 

21  75 

20  00 

4  00 

18  00 

13  00 

32  26 

21  88 

48  25 

4  66 

)      10  00 

43  21 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Fitehburg,  Calyinistic  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Harvard,  Congregational  Church  and  Sodety,    • 
Leominster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lunenburg,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,     . 
floathboso',  Pilgrim  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 


$692  84 


$53  60 
48  40 

7  55 

8  85 
17  40 
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Templeton»  Sodet^r  of  Rer.  Mr.  Sabin,  a  fnend,        ...  5  00 

Upton,  Mn.  Lydia  Fiike, 1  00 

TJxbridge,  CongregaUonal  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  b.)  40  00 
Westminster,  Ccmgregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  ▲. 

B.  8.  in  part,) 27  40 

WhitinsTille,  Congregational  Church  and  Society's  Collections, 

(1  L.  M.  A.  B.  s.) 146  61 

Winchendon,  First  Parish, 22  11 

'*            North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         .  29  09 


HAMPSmRE  COUNTY. 

Amherrt,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Belchertown,  Benerolent  Association, 

Hadley,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


$  406  51 

$29  41 
60  00 
41  00 


$  120  41 
HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 
Hampden  Coumtt  Biblb  SoaETT. — Mr,  Jame$  Brewer,  Springfield,  Treat. 
Donations,  $812  41 ;  less  $100  41,  credited  to  Bible  account,        $  712  41 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 
FfiANKLur  County  Bible  Sogistt.— Ifr.  WUUam  Elliot,  Greenfield,  Treat, 

Ashfield,  OenOemen's  Association,  $8  79 ;  ladies'  do.  $11  77 ;        $  20  56 

'*         Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bemardf  ton.  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Charlemont,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

**        Bible  Society, 

Deerfield,  South,  Monument  Church  and  Society, 
Gill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Greenfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Hawley,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

^       Esst,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Heath,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lererett,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    • 
Montague,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Orange,  First  Erangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Shelbume,  Legacy  of  the  late  John  Andrews,  by  J.  A.  and  E 
Andrews,  (3  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  s.)    • 
**         Falls,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Warwick,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Whately,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

$614  99 


26  16 

9  75 

22  33 

24  72 

78  48 

70  00 

18  00 

20  56 

30  60 

2  00 

13  00 

8  73 

15  32 

30  01 

60  00 

90  00 

4  57 

40  00 

11  00 

19  20 
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NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Dedham,  Society  of  Kev.  Dr.  Burgess, $  82  00 

DorchesteT,    Second,    Congregational     Church    and     Society, 

$167  20  ;  clasB  in  Sabbath  school,  $2  05  ;          .  169  26 
**             Village,  Congregational  Chiirch  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)     25  12 
Foxboro',  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  47  85 
Franklin,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  ...  50  00 
Med  way  Village,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  $21  31 ; 
a  friend,  23  ct8% ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Washburn  and  chil- 
dren, $1 ; 22  54 

•*        East,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  58  43 

l^iilton.  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  s.)  31  00 
Needham,  West,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Baker,  $10  50 ;  less  $3  on 

Bible  account, 7  50 

Randolph,  East,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .  12  00 

Rozbury,  Eliot  Church,  $100  65 ;  less  $15,  on  Bible  account,    .  85  65 

"          Jamaica  Plain,  Baptist  Church, 13  25 

West  Roxbury,  South  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m. 

A.  B.  8.) 60  00 

Weymouth,  South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .  10  00 


.^. 


$  674  59 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Mansfield,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  ^  $  18  00 

Rehoboth,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  ....  8  50 

Taunton,  Winslow  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .  11  04 

$37  54 

PLYMOUIH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   (1  l.  m. 

in  part,) $15  00 

'*         South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .  25  00 

Campello,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  54  25 

Carver,  A  friend, 1  00 

Marshfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .        .  12  00 

Middleboro',  Central  Congregational  Chiirch  and  Society,  .        .  29  53 

North  Bridgewater,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   .  14  00 
**                      Porter  Evangelical  Congregational  Church 

and  Society,     .        .        i        .        .        .  109  48 

Plymouth,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .  7  87 

$  268  13 
6 
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BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

BAUffSTABLB  CouNTT  BiBLK  SociBTT. — Dea»  John  llimrM,  Treaturmr, 

Centreville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .        .        .      $  16  61 
Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  30  00 

Falmouth,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  ...  7  20 

<*         East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .  6  00 

Wellfleet,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

on  Bible  account, $  11  16 

**         Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  do.  .        .        11  25 
Yarmouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

on  do 36  00 

"  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Packard,  on  do.  14  40 

$  72  81      $  59  81 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 

Bath,  Me.,  A  friend, $  10  00 

Union,  Me.,  Sabbath  school  children, 1  00 

J.  W.  C,  Me 5  00 

Deerfield,  N.  H.,  Mr.  John  Eastman, 2  50 

Derry,  N.  H.,  Nehemiah  Choate,  ( 1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)      .  30  00 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  E.  T.  Odlin,  (1  l.  m.) 20  00 

"            W.  S.  by  N.  P.  Kemp 6  00 

Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  Moses  P.  Page,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.)    .  30  00 

Henniker,  N.  H.,  Congregaticmal  Church  and  Society,       .  23  30 

Keene,  N.  H.,  Simeon  N.  Perry, 100  00 

Berlin,  Yt.,  Rer.  James  Hobart,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.)        .        .        .  40  00 

«       Dea.  Benjamin  Strickland, 5  00 

Springfield,  O.,  Miss  Lucy  A.  Child, 5  00 

GMnnell,  Iowa,  A  friend, 5  00 


$  281  80 


COLLECnONS 
By  the  Rbv.  E.  F.  Slaffeb,  Agmt  of  the  American  Bible  Soeiehf, 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Cambridgeport, $  14  51 

St  Matthew's  Church,  South  Boston, 16  15 

L  S.  C.  G 20  00 

St  John's  Church,  Charlestown 100  00 

Grace  Church,  Newton  Corner,          ......  6  00 

Christ  Church,  ^Valtham, 21  20 

Sunday  School  of  Christ  Church,  Waltham,      ....  3  80 

Gnoe  Church,  Boston, 135  68 

St  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 645  50 

St  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 50  08 


43 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 161  37 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanoyer, 75  00 

Chriat  Chxirch,  Boston, 10  00 

8t  Mary's  Church,  Dorchester, 25  00 

St  Paul's  Church,  Brookline, 172  47 

St  Peter's  Church,  Salem 51  50 

St  Michael's  Church,  Marblehead, 42  63 

St  John's  Church,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 46  30 

Grace  Church,  Medford 20  00 

Trinity  Church,  Melrose, 5  00 

8.  D 3  00 

St  Andrew's  Church,  Chelsea, 10  00 

$  1,635  14 

Deduct  $294  included  in  the  receipts  of  last  year,  and  $260  paid 
directly  into  the  treasury  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  554  00 

,  $  1,081  14 

[Other  collections  made  by  Mr.  Slafter  in  MaBsachiisetts,  have  been  paid  through  other 
Auxiliary  Societies.  ] 


LEGACIES, 

Boston,  Ms.,  Mr.  Thomas  Tarbell, $  500  00 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  Mary  H.  Emery, 100  00 

$  600  00 

Annual  subscriptions,                   $  658  00 

Returns  for  books  donated, 4  26 

Interest  and  diyidends, 1,131  00 

Sales  at  the  Depository, 11,033  54 

• 

Whole  amount  acknowledged  in  the  preceding  lists,  .        .        $  20,079  99 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


rUBSENTED   BT  THE 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE 


OF  TUE 


BIBLE  SOCIETY  OE  MASSACHUSETTS, 


AT    THEIR   ANNUAL   MEETING 


IN    B08T0X, 


MAY  23,  1859.  BEING  THE  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY. 


rUBLISIlED   »T   ORDKH   OF  THE  TBUSTEES. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  T.  R.  MARVIN  &  SON,  42  CONGRESS  STREET. 

1859. 


OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


MASSACHUSETTS  BIBLE  SOCIETY  FOR  1859-60. 


Hon.  SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY, Pre$ident. 

Rev.  NATHANIEL  L.  FROTHINGHAM,  D,  D.,    .    .  Vice  Pretident. 

Rev.  GEORGE  W.  BLAGDEN,  D.  D., Cor.  Secretary. 

Rev.  DANIEL  BUTLER, Ree.  Secretary. 

GEORGE  R  SAMPSON,  Esq., Treasurer. 

SAMUEL  MAT,  Esq., Auditor. 


TRUSTEES. 


Rev.  WiLUAX  Jeneb,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D. 
Rt.  Rev.  Manton  Eastbuux,  D.  D. 
Rev.  George  Richards, 
Rev.  John  S.  Stone,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Barox  Stow,  D.  D. 
Rev.  L.  R  Thater, 
John  Tafpan, 
Albert  Fearing, 


Hexan  Lincoln, 
Samuel  Mat, 
Jacob  Sleeper, 
Charles  T.  Russell, 
Francis  O.  Watts, 
Thbophilus  R  Marvin, 
Stephen  Fairbanks, 
William  Appleton, 
Nathaniel  H.  Emmons,  Esqs. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE, 


TO  WHOM  applications  ARE  TO  BE  SCADB  FOR  BIBLES. 


Rev.   GEORGE   RICHARDS,    GEORGE  R   SAMPSON,   Esq.,  and 

ALBERT  FEARING,  Esq. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FROM  1809  TO  1859, 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


PRESIDENTS. 


Hon.  WiUiam  PhilUpB,  .  .  .  1809-S7 
Bev.  John  Pierce,  D.  D.  .  .  .  182a— 49 
Hon.  Sinx)n  Greenleaf,  LL.  D. .    1849— M 


Hon.  Bidiard  Fletcher,   . 
Hon.  Samuel  H.  Walley, 


18M— 59 
1859 


VICE   PRESIDENTS. 


Bev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.    .    .  1809—16 

Bev.  John  T.  Kirkland,  D.  D.  .  181&-28 

Bev.  Henry  Ware,  1).  D.      .    .  1828—44 

Bev.  John  Codman,  D.  D.    .    .  1814—48 


Hon.  Simon  Grecnleaf,  LL.  D.  .  1818 — 19 
Bev.  l=Vanci8  IVrkman,  D.  D.  .  1849—53 
Bev.  N.  L.  Ir'rothiugliam,  D.  D.    1853 


CORRESPONDING    SECRETARIES. 


Bev.  Joseph  Stevens  Buckminster,  180&— 13 
Bev.  Samuel  C.  Thacher, .  .  .  1813—17 
Bev.  Charlei  Lowell,  D.  D.  .    .    1817—18 


Bev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D.  .  1818—49 
Bev.  N.  L.  Frothingham,  D.  I).  1849—53 
Bev.  George  W.  Blagdcn,  D.  D.    1853 


RECORDING   SECRETARIES. 


Bev.  John  Pierce,  D.  D.  . 
Bev.  Daniel  Sharp,  D.  D. 
Bev.  Cyrui  P.  Groavenor, 
Bev.  Jamci  D.  Knowlea,  . 
Bov.  William  Jenks,  D.  D. 


180»-28 
1828—30 
1830-31 
1831— .33 
1833—39 


Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.  1839^->14 

Bev.  William  M.  Bogers,      .    .  1814—45 

Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  I).  D.  1815—49 

Bev.  George  Bichardt,     .    .    .  1849—52 

Bev.  Daniel  Butler,     ....  1852 


Samuel  H.  Walle}*,  Eiq. 
Hon.  Peter  O.  Thacher, 
John  Tappan,  Esq.  .    . 


TREASURERS. 


1809—11 
1811—12 
181S-35 


Henry  Edwards,  Esq.  . 
George  B.  Sampson,  Esq. 


1835—49 
1849 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEES. 


Bev.  William  E.  Channing,  D. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips,  .  , 
Stephen  Higginton,  Esq. .  . 
Bev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 
Edward  Tuckerman,  Esq.  . 
Bev.  Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Bev.  Bei\jamln  B.  Wisner,  D. 


.D. 

1809-18 

Charles  Tappan,  Esq 

.    1880—10 

1809—16 

Bev.  Firancis  Parkman,  D.  D.  . 

.    1832—53 

1809—15 

Bev.  George  W.  Blagdcn,  D.  D. 

1835—19 

1815-18 

Hcnr}'  Edwards,  Esq 

.    1810—19 

1816-30 

Bev.  George  Bichards,     .    .    . 

.     1849 

1818-30 

George  B.  Sampson,  Esq.      •    . 

.    1849 

D. 

1881—35 

Albert  Fearing,  Esq.    .    .    . 

.     18.'>3 

ANNUAL    REPORT. 


In  the  month  of  June,  1809,  a  Circular  Address 
to  the  friends  of  the  Bible  in  Massachusetts,  was 
published  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day.     Though 
written  in  the  infancy  of  our  benevolent  operations, 
it  clearly  and  forcibly  sets  forth  the  motives  and 
principles  that  have  since  impelled  and  guided  the 
friends  of  truth  in  the  prosecution  of  the  various 
philanthropic  and  Christian  enterprises  that  mark 
our  age.     In  pursuance  of  the  call  contained  in  this 
Address,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Representatives' 
Hall  of  the  State  House,  on  the  6th  of  July  follow- 
ing.    The  names  of  those  who  attended  this  meeting, 
one  hundred  and  seven  in  all,  are  given  in  the 
records.     They  were,  not  a  few  of  them,  eminent 
for  their  talents  and  social  position,  and  for  their 
earnest  advocacy  of  every  work  fitted  to  elevate  the 
character  and  improve  the  condition  of  their  fellow 
men.     Most  of  these  have  passed  away ;  but  a  few 
who  went  up  to  this  first  gathering  in  their  early 
manhood,  are  with  us  to-day,  regarding  with  undi- 
minished  interest   the   work   of  the  Society  they 
helped   to   form,   and    rejoicing  in  its    continued 
prosperity.    The  record  informs  us,  that  at  the  first 


meeting  held  for  the  choice  of  officers,  on  the  13th 
of  July,  William  Phillips,  Esq.,  was  elected  Pres- 
ident, an  office  which  he  held  for  eighteen  years, 
resigning  it  only  with  his  life. 

It  is  a  pleasant  circumstance  connected  with  the 
Fiftieth  Anniversary,  that  the  Chair,  which  has 
been  of  late  so  ably  occupied  by  one  whose  abili- 
ties and  services  we  all  regret  to  lose,  is  filled 
to-day  by  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  first  President 
of  the  Society,  who  was  its  unwavering  friend  and 
most  munificent  patron. 

From  the  record  of  the  Trustees,  we  learn  that 
in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  "  The 
Executive  Committee  have  contracted  with  Green- 
ough  &  Stebbins,  for  one  hundred  octavo  Bibles, 
and  two  himdred  duodecimo.  That  of  these,  they 
have  sent  thirty-six  to  the  chaplain  of  the  almhouse, 
and  eleven  to  poor  families,  and  intend  to  deposit 
fourteen  in  the  prison  of  this  town ;  and  that  they 
are  now  using  means  to  obtain  such  information  as 
will  enable  them  to  distribute  the  rest  where  they 
will  be  most  useful."  This  seems  to  us  a  very  in- 
considerable amount  of  labor  for  such  a  Society ; 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  city,  then  the 
town  of  Boston,  contained  less  than  twenty  thousand 
inhabitants.  There  was  no  opening  for  the  distri- 
bution of  Bibles  beyond  the  sea,  and  the  objects  of 
this  charity  were  comparatively  few  at  home.  Fifty 
years  have  witnessed  a  great  expansion  of  the  field 
to  be  occupied,  and  a  somewhat  corresponding  in- 
crease of  our  labors,  as  the  statements  herewith 
submitted  will  show. 


There  have  been  issued  from  the  Depository, 
during  the  year,  16,328  Bibles ;  18,341  Testaments ; 
4,651  Testaments  with  the  Psalms,  and  827  Psalms  ; 
making  a  total  of  40,147.  Of  these,  38,437  were 
in  the  English,  and  1,710  in  various  foreign 
languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  been  5,212  Bibles; 
5,033  Testaments  ;  219  Testaments  with  the  Psalms, 
and  25  Psalms  ;  making  a  total  of  10,489. 

They  have  been  appropriated  as  follows: — To 
seamen,  4,082 ;  to  Sabbath  and  other  schools,  1,918  ; 
to  city  missions,  763  ;  to  public  institutions  and 
public  houses,  727 ;  to  destitute  families  and  indi- 
viduals in  Massachusetts,  2,633  ;  and  the  remaining 
366  abroad. 

The  income  of  the  Society  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  has  been  $23,258  76 ;  of  which  were 
from  donations,  legacies,  and  annual  subscriptions, 
$9,216  46 ;  from  sales,  $12,889  50 ;  returned  for 
books  granted,  $7  05  ;  proceeds  of  horse  and  wagon 
sold,  $50  ;  from  interest  and  dividends,  $1,095  75. 
The  amount  in  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  was  $1,353  37,  making  the  total  avail- 
able means,  $24,612  13. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been,  in 
all,  $22,330  92 ;  of  which  were  for  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, $15,684  62;  donations  to  the  American 
Bible  Society,  $2,426  12 ;  rent,  postage  and  insur- 
ance, $253  39;  freight  and  cartage,  $183  28; 
wrapping-paper,  twine,  printing,  stationery  and  ad- 
vertising, $80  79 ;  annual  report,  $70 ;  repairs  and 
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gas  and  water  fixtures,  ^82  13  ;  fuel,  water,  gas  and 
incidental  expenses,  ^46  08 ;  expense  of  annual 
meeting,  ^15  ;  commissions  for  collecting  annual 
subscriptions  for  two  years,  ^103  68 ;  salary  of 
General  Agent,  Depository  Agent,  and  Assistant, 
^2,425  ;  salary  and  expenses  of  Distributing  Agent, 
^705  29;  traveling  expenses  of  General  Agent, 
^255  54 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of 
^2,281  21 ;  of  which  $1,000  are  the  avails  of  a 
legacy  to  be  permanently  invested  by  direction  of 
the  testator,  and  the  income,  only,  used. 

In  addition  to  the  sum  of  $18,110  74  paid  to  the 
American  Bible  Society  for  books  and  donations, 
the  further  sum  of  $12,042  63  has  been  sent  from 
this  State  directly  to  their  treasury,  making  a 
total  of  $30,153  07  paid  by  Massachusetts  to  the 
National  Society  the  past  year. 

Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  Recording  Secretary  and  Gen- 
eral Agent  of  the  Society,  has  pursued  his  labors  as 
usual,  and  with  encouraging  tokens  of  success. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Slaftee,  Agent  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  for  the  Episcopal  Church  in  New 
England  and  the  Middle  States,  has  continued  the 
work  of  his  Agency  in  Massachusetts  the  past  year, 
with  gratifying  success.  The  collections  made  in 
connection  with  his  labors  here,  have,  for  the  most 
part,  passed  into  our  treasury. 

During  the  year,  the  Franklin  County  Bible 
Society  have  undertaken  the  supply  of  that  County 
by  the  voluntary  labors  of  the  friends  of  the  Bible 
in  the  several  towns.     Thirteen  towns  have  already 


engaged  in  this  work,  and  the  whole  County  will 
ere  long  be  canvassed. 

Mr.  Jacob  Hersey,  Distributing  Agent  of  the 
Society,  finished  his  labors  in  Middlesex  County  in 
October  last.  He  reports  having  visited,  in  all, 
34,678  families,  of  which  5,002  were  of  foreign 
nativity.  Those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  so 
generally  declined  to  purchase  or  receive  the  Bible, 
and  were  so  reluctant  to  disclose  whether  or  not 
they  possessed  a  copy  of  the  Douay  Version,  that  it 
was  not  thought  advisable  to  attempt  to  gather 
statistics  of  the  destitution  among  this  class,  since, 
when  collected,  they  must  of  necessity  be  far  from 
reliable.  The  number  of  families  found  without  a 
Bible  was  321.  Many  other  families  and  individu- 
als were  found  with  only  imperfect  copies.  All 
such  were  supplied,  either  by  sale  or  gift.  He 
has  sold  2,436  Bibles  and  4,460  Testaments,  and 
given  1,131  Bibles  and  2,992  Testaments ;  making 
a  total  of  11,019  Bibles  and  Testaments  put  in 
circulation. 

Since  completing  the  canvass  of  Middlesex  County, 
Mr.  Hersey  has  been  laboring  in  Essex  South,  and 
reports,  under  date  of  April  13,  the  results  of  his 
labors  in  ten  towns,  including  the  city  of  Salem. 
He  has  visited  6,504  families,  49  of  which  were 
without  a  Bible.  In  many  homes  of  seamen,  along 
the  coast,  his  visits  were  highly  prized,  as  aflfording 
an  opportunity  to  procure  Bibles  for  their  boys 
going  to  sea,  or  to  replace  copies  parted  with  to 
those  already  gone.     One  little  girl  said  she  gave 
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her  Bible  to  her  brother,  who  went  to  sea  last 
autumn.  It  was  a  present  from  her  teacher,  and 
very  precious  to  her ;  but  she  had  rather  part  with 
it  than  that  her  brother  should  go  to  sea  without  a 
Bible.  He  has  sold  767  Bibles  and  1,326  Testa- 
ments, and  given  321  Bibles  and  645  Testaments ; 
making  a  total  of  3,049  put  in  circulation  on  this 
field. 

Mr.  Hersey  is  cordially  commended  to  all  who 
may  receive  his  visits,  as  one  faithful  and  laborious 
in  the  work  committed  to  him.  Referring  to  his 
labors  in  Salem,  and  in  North  and  South  Danvers, 
the  Salem  Observer  of  April  9,  says :  "  He  appears 
to  be  well  adapted  to  the  good  work  in  which  he 
is  engaged,  and  heartily  devoted  to  it.  Great  good 
will  no  doubt  result  from  his  faithful  and  untiring 
labors.  The  friends  of  the  Bible  in  every  place 
which  he  visits,  should  give  him  their  ready  and 
hearty  aid,  in  scattering  the  word  of  salvation  among 
the  destitute." 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  invite  the 
earnest  co-operation  of  all,  in  supplying  our  ancient 
and  favored  Commonwealth  with  the  word  of  God. 
Next,  certainly,  to  the  privilege  of  possessing  and 
improving  it,  is  that  of  imparting  it.  Giving  it, 
doth  not  impoverish,  nor  doth  withholding  it,  enrich. 
It  was  meant  for  the  people ;  they  have  an  inalien- 
able title  to  it.  If  they  will  not  come  for  it,  then 
send  it  to  them.  If  they  will  not  purchase  it,  let  us 
give  it  to  them.  Above  all,  let  no  one,  willing  and 
eager  to  receive  the  boon,  remain  bereft  of  it.     Our 
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fathers  brought  it  with  them — they  drew  from  it  the 
courage  to  dare,  and  the  patience  to  endure.  They 
made  it  the  comer  stone  of  church  and  state.  They 
reared  upon  it  their  priceless  institutions.  Let  us, 
in  our  day  and  generation,  prize  it — profit  by  it — 
circulate  it  far  and  wide — free  as  the  free  spirit  that 
lives  in  it,  and  breathes  through  it ;  then  transmit 
it,  our  best  legacy,  to  the  generations  following. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Fiftieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Massachusetts,  was  held  in  the  upper  vestry  of  the  Central 
Church,  Boston,  on  Monday,  May  23,  1859.  The  Annual 
Keport  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  accepted.  The 
Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  presented 
by  the  chairman,  and  the  reading  thereof  postponed  to  the 
public  meeting. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Hon.  Richard  Fletcher, 
declining  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  office  of 
President;  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Russell,  the  following  Resolution  was  passed : 

Resolvedy  That  this  Society  have  received  with  regret  the  letter 
of  Hon.  Richard  Fletcher,  late  President  of  tho  Society,  declin- 
ing a  re-election  to  that  office,  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  presented  to  him  for  his  able,  faithful  and  acceptable  services  as 
its  President  for  the  past  five  years. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  were 
elected. 

The  members  of  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  church, 
where  the  public  services  of  the  Anniversary  were  held. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offisred  by  Rev. 
John  Waddington,  of  London,  England. 

The  President,  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Wallet,  of  Boston, 
then  addressed  the  assembly  as  follows : 

I  feel  deeply  sensible  of  the  high  honor,  most  unexpectedly 
conferred  upon  me,  by  the  action  of  this  Society,  in  calling  upon 
me  to  become  the  President  of  a  Bible  Society. 

There  is  no  position  in  the  gill  of  my  fellow-cLtizens,  to  a 
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layman,  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  more  honorable  than  this : 
and  I  avail  myself  of  this  first  opportunity,  publicly  to  tender  to 
the  Society  my  sincere  thanks  for  this  evidence  of  their  confi- 
dence. 

About  fif\y  years  have  passed  away  since  this  Society  was 
organized.  It  owes  its  existence  to  a  call  published  in  a  news- 
paper in  Boston,  in  June,  1809,  signed  by  one  hundred  and  seven 
names,  nearly  all  of  whom  have  made  their  mark  in  the  age  in 
which  they  lived  ;  some  few  of  whom  still  linger  among  us,  and 
many  of  whom  have  left  memories  of  their  deeds,  fragrant  and 
imperishable. 

The  Society  was  organized  in  July  following  the  date  of  the 
call,  and  by  the  choice  of  my  honored  grandfather  as  President, 
my  beloved  father  as  Treasurer,  the  endeared  Buckminster  and 
the  revered  Pierce  as  Secretaries. 

The  objects  of  the  Association  are  fully  and  distinctly  set  forth 
in  the  call.  We  quote  two  paragraphs  as  follows  :  "  When  we 
give  a  Bible,  we  communicate  an  undoubted  good.  We  give  what 
is  needed  by  men  of  every  age,  character,  rank  and  condition. 
We  circulate  not  an  imperfect  production  of  man,  but  the  Book 
of  God  ;  not  a  work  of  controversy,  but  the  gospel  of  peace,  which 
all  Christians  acknowledge  to  be  the  standard  by  which  their 
controversies  must  be  judged."  ♦  ♦  ♦  <*  One  more  advantage, 
and  a  very  important  one  remains  to  be  mentioned ;  this  is  an 
object  in  which  all  Christians  may  unite.  Here  is  a  common 
ground  in  which  all  denominations  may  meet,  and  join  heart  and 
hand,  and  forget  the  distinctions  which  keep  them  asunder. 
Let  Christians  of  every  name  concur  in  the  good  end  here  pro- 
posed, and  they  can  hardly  help  improving  in  that  love  which  is 
the  badge  of  the  true  disciples  of  the  Saviour." 

The  love  inculcated  in  the  address,  and  evinced  in  the  organi- 
zation of  this  Society,  has  continued  to  bind  this  Association 
together,  and  has  been  continually  manifested  in  the  election  of 
its  officers — no  two  Presidents,  for  the  first  half  century  of  its 
existence,  having  been  of  the  same  religious  denomination — and 
the  true  spirit  and  interest  of  the  founders  having  been  observed 
in  all  its  doings,  so  far  as  I  am  informed. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  Bible  Societies  of  this  country.  The 
only  State  Society  of  an  earlier  date  is  the  one  in  Pennsylvania— 
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and  the  National  Society  was  not  organized  till  1816.  The  re- 
ports of  the  doings  of  our  Society,  printed  from  year  to  year, 
show  what  has  been  done,  and  evince  a  commendable  progress 
in  the  noble  work  which  calls  us  together. 

But  how  little  have  we  done — and  are  we  doing — compared 
with  what  we  might  accomplish,  ought  to  accomplish,  and  shall 
one  day  wish  that  we  had  done,  to  show  our  love  to  our  Saviour 
and  to  the  souls  of  our  fellow-men.  When,  as  individuals,  we 
shall  have  imitated  the  example  of  an  intelligent,  kind-hearted 
Christian  woman  in  Russia,  who,  af^er  having  sold  her  watch  to 
purchase  one  hundred  Bibles  for  distribution,  among  those  poorer 
than  herself — took  the  whole  city  of  St.  Petersburgh  for  her 
sphere,  and  perambulated  it  alone,  and  succeeded  beyond  all 
expectations,  in  the  noble  effort,  and  lived  to  see  hundreds  ben- 
efited by  her  self-denying  labors — or  when,  like  her  of  whom  an 
account  was  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  French  and  For- 
eign Bible  Society  in  Paris — of  limited  means  and  deprived 
of  sight — we  shall  fully  appreciate  the  value  of  the  Bible ;  we 
shall  not  be  satisfied  with  any  past  attainments  in  this  cause. 
The  Secretary  related  of  her,  that  to  increase  the  sensibility  of 
her  fingers  to  the  touch  of  the  raised  letters  of  the  Bible,  she  re- 
moved the  skin  from  the  ends  of  her  fingers,  already  hardened 
by  labor ; — she  soon  discerned  that  the  difficulty  was  only  increas- 
ed and  her  fingers  soon  became  more  hardened  and  less  sensitive. 
In  despair  she  took  up  her  Bible,  and  pressing  it  against  her  lips, 
wetting  it  with  her  tears, thus  addressed  it :  "Farewell,  farewell, 
sweet  word  of  my  heavenly  Father,  food  of  my  soul — I  must  part 
with  thee.''  But  what  was  her  surprise  to  find  that  her  lips, 
more  delicate  than  her  fingers,  detected  the  form  of  the  letters, 
and  she  read  the  words,  **  Gospel  according  to  Mark"  Her  soul 
overflowed  with  gratitude  to  God — and  she  passed  the  night,  in 
perusing  God's  Book,  and  pouring  out  her  thanks  to  him  for 
enabling  her  to  do  so. 

And  now,  friends,  let  me  congratulate  you,  one  and  all,  on  the 
privilege  of  being  associated  in  this  blessed  work.  High  raised 
above  the  din  of  strife — far  removed  from  all  contention,  is  our 
enterprise. 

We  look  forward  to  the  time  when  wars  shall  cease — when 
party  bitterness  and  sectarian  strife  and  animosity  shall  be  heard 
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no  more — when  the  leaves  of  the  tree  which  is  for  the  healing  of 
the  nations  shall  be  scattered  as  widely  as  the  ruin  of  the  fall — 
and  when  one  voice  shall  be  heard  under  the  whole  heavens, 
crying  "  Hallelujah ! — for  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  have  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ." 

Eev.  Nathaniel  L.  Frothingham,  D.  D.,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, followed,  saying: 

It  is  one  of  the  pleasant  thoughts  of  this  occasion,  that  it  finds 
all  our  minds  in  perfect  harmony  with  it.  There  is  no  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  objects  that  we  wish  to  promote.  And  yet 
we  are  met  to  talk  about  the  Bible, — a  subject  of  the  most  vari- 
ous, incessant,  and  sometimes  angry  controversy.  For  the  fact 
is,  that  the  Bible  is  so  wide  a  theme  as  to  allow  room  for  the 
greatest  diversities  of  opinion;  and  it  is  so  precious  an  interest 
as  to  call  out  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  the  discussion  of  those 
diversities.  But  whatever  our  views  may  be  on  ever  so  many 
points  relating  to  the  Sacred  Volume,  we  are  all  agreed  upon  the 
importance  of  multiplying  the  copies  of  it,  and  giving  them  the 
freest  circulation. 

Let  me  try  to  illustrate  this  simple  idea  by  applying  it  to  one 
or  two  of  the  questions  most  discussed  at  the  present  time.  And 
take  first  the  different  views  that  are  entertained  of  the  Bible 
itself,  its  essential  character  and  composition.  According  to 
some,  it  is  the  very  word  of  God, — as  if  he  had  literally  uttered 
it  with  his  mouth  and  written  it  with  his  hand.  It  is  inspired, 
from  beginning  to  end,  as  they  believe,  with  an  infallible  wisdom 
and  a  supernatural  authority.  They  repeat  the  language,  so  often 
quoted  from  a  distinguished  writer :  •*  It  has  God  for  its  author, 
salvation  for  its  end,  and  truth  without  any  mixture  of  error  for 
its  matter."  They  go  further  than  this.  They  suppose  that 
every  word  is  under  a  divine  dictation,  and  in  every  sentence  lies 
some  sacred  mystery.  Others  cannot  admit  these  statements. 
They  depart  very  widely  from  them.  They  say  with  another 
profoundly  religious  writer,  "  The  Bible  was  written  by  men  for 
the  use  of  men."  They  read  it  by  the  same  lights  and  judge  it  by 
the  same  rules,  with  which  they  read  and  judge  other  and 
infinitely  inferior  writings.     They  call  it  the  word  of  God,  b^ 
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cause  it  is  so  full  of  heavenly  meaning,  because  the  will  of  God 
is  so  abundantly  shown  there,  and  the  dealings  of  God  are  so 
wondrously  related,  and  the  promises  of  God  are  so  richly  offered 
to  the  waiting  soul.  They  feel  that  it  is  inspired,  because  it  is 
inspiring; — so  governing  and  comforting  and  uplifting  for  human 
hearts ; — and  for  no  other  reason  and  in  no  other  way.  Now, 
these  views  are  very  contrary  to  each  other.  So  contrary  that 
they  who  hold  to  the  first  of  them  will  be  tempted  to  think,  and 
to  charge,  that  they  who  are  otherwise  minded  have  very  little  to 
hold  by.  And  yet  these  last  will  enter  with  as  much  alacrity  as 
any  into  the  object  of  the  Society  on  whose  behalf  we  are  assem- 
bled to-day.  And  why  should  they  not?  The  Bible  is  a  holy 
volume  for  them  also.  Its  value  consists  in  its  uses ;  and  it  is 
conceded  that  these,  on  any  theory  of  its  origin,  are  inestimable. 
Another  consideration  worth  mentioning,  and  falling  into  the 
same  line  of  thought,  relates  not  so  much  to  the  Scriptures  them- 
selves, as  to  the  form  in  which  they  are  presented.  This  form,  all 
over  the  English-speaking  Protestant  world,  is  the  translation  made 
in  James  First's  time,  and  published  by  authority.  Within  a  few 
years  the  question  has  been  agitated  in  England,  whether  a  new 
translation  ought  not  to  be  prepared,  and  published  by  the  same 
authority.  The  question  is  at  this  moment  warmly  debated. 
Some  deprecate  such  an  innovation  as  dangerous,  and  tending  to 
unsettle  public  belief;  and  some  dislike  it  from  the  difficulty 
there  is  in  doing  the  work  well  and  wisely,  and  from  their  perfect 
content  with  the  version  as  it  stands.  Others,  on  the  contrary, 
think  that  the  undertaking  is  demanded  by  the  many  imperfec- 
tions of  the  present  renderings,  and  by  the  progress  of  biblical 
learning.  A  dignitary  of  the  English  Church,  the  prudent  as 
well  as  scholarly  Dean  of  Westminster,  has  lately  written  a  book 
on  the  subject,  in  which  he  candidly  admits  the  desirableness  of 
a  new  translation  on  some  accounts,  while  at  the  same  time,  in 
so  doing  he  seems  rather  to  be  allowing  a  reasonable  plea  or 
submitting  to  a  coAaing  necessity,  than  to  welcome  any  great 
blessing  therein.  But  all  this  is  of  no  anxious  concern  to  us. 
We  circulate  our  common  translation  with  as  hearty  good  will 
as  if  it  were  the  most  perfect  representation  ever  given  of  the 
original  tongues.  And  why  not?  And  what  though  absolute 
perfection  should  never  be  reached,  in  this  as  in  roost  other 
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things?  It  is  my  belief,  that  the  poorest  translation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures ever  made — and  ours  is  not  one  of  the  poorest,  but  one  of 
the  best— expresses  substantially  their  true  meaning  and  breathes 
oat  their  divine  sweetness  and  energy.  It  is  not  possible  for  the 
perverseness  of  theological  prejudice,  or  the  ignorance  of  the 
learner,  or  the  blunders  of  scribes,  so  to  blur  those  immortal 
records  as  to  hide  any  of  their  great  lessons  from  sight.  Here  is 
what  is  sufficient  for  the  humble  mind  and  the  sore  heart,  or 
there  is  nothing  that  can  be  made  sufficient  for  them. 

In  this  connection,  I  hope  it  is  not  improper  to  allude  to  a 
dispute  that  recently  sprang  up  at  New  York,  in  the  American 
Bible  Society  ;  a  dispute,  in  which  the  endeavors  of  some  of  the 
most  learned  and  honored  men  were  received  in  a  manner  quite 
different  from  what  their  scholarship  and  liberality  and  laborious 
service  had  a  right  to  expect.  These  scholars  were  for  striking 
out  from  their  future  editions  those  headings  to  the  chapters, 
which  had  crept  in  without  any  manner  of  right,  and  were  oflen 
inaccurate  and  impertinent,  and  for  purifying  the  old  text  of 
King  James  from  the  corruptions  which  had  gradually  disfigured 
it  in  so  long  a  course  of  re*printing.  Now  undoubtedly  the 
better  way  is  the  better ;  and  I  should  be  ashamed  to  be  indiffer- 
ent to  any  corrections  that  can  be  made  in  that  edition  of  the 
Sacred  Word  which  we  help  to  send  abroad.  But  the  Bible  is  so 
large  an  object  that  we  need  not  be  troubled  with  a  few  blemishes 
that  human  error  has  cast  upon  it.  They  are  lost  in  the  breadth 
of  its  themes,  and  the  general  splendor.  The  rule,  indeed,  is, 
and  the  profession  also,  that  it  shall  be  printed  without  note  or 
comment,  and  according  to  the  most  authentic  copies.  And 
undoubtedly  the  rule  is  an  honest  and  good  one.  I  would  have 
it  faithfully  carried  out.  At  the  same  time,  I  would  try  not  to 
be  too  much  offended  if  it  is  not  observed  so  fully  as  it  ought  to 
be.  If  it  must  be  so,  we  may  allow  the  leaders  at  the  heads  of 
the  chapters  to  utter  such  wisdom  as  they  have,  without  being 
much  disturbed  therefrom  ;  and  the  hypocrites  in  the  sacred  text 
itself  may  continue  to  "  strain  at  **  the  gnat,  instead  of  straining 
it  outy  before  they  **  swallow  the  camel."* 


*  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  this  corruption  is  found  in  the  first  edition  of 
our  common  version,  printed  in  1611.  But  since  the  true  and  only  admissible 
reading,  *'  strain  out,"  is  found  everywhere  else,  in  all  the  versioni  that  King 
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One  more  thoaght  is  suggested  by  recent  occurrences  in  our 
own  city.  A  question  has  arisen  whether  the  Bible  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  read  in  the  public  schools.  Some  would  exclude  it, 
because  it  is  not  always  in  perfect  agreement  with  the  translation 
of  a  translation  which  they  have  been  brought  up  to  prefer. 
Some  would  drop  it,  because  a  topic  of  discussion  and  offence 
might  thus  be  avoided  ;  and  others,  on  the  ground  that  our  gram- 
mar schools  being  purely  secular  institutions,  should  be  confined 
to  the  purposes  of  common  instruction.  There  are  those,  on  the 
other  hand,  who  not  only  attach  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
continuance  of  the  Scripture  exercise,  but  would  persist  in  add- 
ing to  it  still  other  religious  offices,  which  were  certainly  unknown 
to  our  fathers,  and  of  which  the  expediency  has  been  called  into 
very  sober  question.  I  am  now  only  repeating  facts.  I  am  only 
saying  that  there  is  a  difference  of  judgment  here.  I  offer  no 
argument,  I  express  no  opinion,  on  one  side  or  the  other.  It 
seems  to  me  evident  enough,  however,  that  the  popular  sentiment 
IS  resolute  for  the  public  use  of  the  Bible  in  our  public  schools. 
One  of  our  most  accomplished  citizens,  in  an  Address  delivered 
not  long  ago  in  the  Music  Hall  before  a  society  of  young  men, 
pronounced  this  to  be  the  voice  of  the  people ;  and  his  word  was 
received  with  a  tumult  of  applause,  which  even  his  fervid  elo- 
quence could  not  again  so  fully  awaken.  But  whatever  may  be 
the  issue  of  this  contention,  of  one  thing  at  least  we  are  certain. 
Wherever  this  Society  has  hitherto  sent  the  Bible,  there  the  Bible 
will  continue  to  go.  Though  it  should  cease  from  the  school- 
master's desk  and  the  schoolboy's  benches,  it  will  have  free 
course  still.  It  will  go  aboard  our  ships,  and  be  in  cabin  and 
forecastle,  speaking  as  no  other  pages  ever  did,  or  ever  can,  of 
the  sea  and  Him  that  made  it.  It  will  lie  in  poor  cottages,  and 
be  better  than  riches  to  their  lowly  estate.  It  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  travel  to  great  distances,  and  make  acquaint- 
ance with  solitary  spots ;  and  they  shall  hear  its  heavenly  voice 
crying  to  them  in  the  wilderness.  It  will  lie  in  the  broad  wards 
of  the  hospital,  and  upon  the  damp  stones  of  the  jail,  showing 

James's  translators  had  before  them, — those  of  Coverdale,  Tyndale,  Cranmer, 
T&'vemer,  John  Rogers,  as  well  as  in  the  Geneva  and  Bishop's  Bible,  and  in 
the  English  Romish  translation,  first  printed  at  Rheims,  1582 ;  it  does  not 
«dinit  of  a  doubt  that  the  error  was  an  accidental  and  typographical  one. 
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Christ  healing  the  sick,  Christ  charging  to  visit  the  prisoners, 
saying  over  and  over  again,  his  parable  of  the  penitent  son.  It 
will  lie  in  the  narrow  chamber  already  darkening  with  the 
shadows  of  death,  and  prepare  the  spirit  that  must  depart  for  the 
awards  of  God. 

The  Annual  Beport  was  read  by  Eev.  George  Richabds, 
Cbairman  of  the  Executive  Committee.  The  Beport  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  President  then  introduced  Rev.  Henry  W.  Warren, 
of  Boston,  who  spoke  as  follows : 

The  Secretary  has  been  reading  the  record  of  the  distribution 
of  thousands  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  the  past  year.  What  a 
pleasing  task  it  would  be  to  follow,  in  fancy,  their  course.  To 
think  what  dying  heads  they  have  pillowed,  what  sinking  hearts 
they  have  cheered,  what  joy  they  have  given  for  sighing,  what 
garments  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness.  But  that  theme 
will  be  pursued  under  superior  advantages  in  the  coming  world. 
Suffer  me,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  speak  of  the  Origin,  and 
present  Position ,  of  the  Book  this  Society  is  endeavoring  to  c/ts- 
iribute. 

The  traveler  in  Britain  sees  remnants  of  a  massive  wall,  nearly 
seventy  miles  in  length.  In  Spain  and  France,  he  sees  evidence 
of  power,  in  lofty  aqueducts  leveled  over  deep  valleys.  In  Africa, 
he  beholds  the  ruins  of  vast  cities  ;  and  reaching  far  toward  the 
heart  of  Asia,  are  expensive  military  roads,  of  unexampled  solidity 
and  permanence.  None  of  these  things  were  done  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  countries  where  they  are ;  and  besides,  all  bear 
marks  of  a  common  origin.  One  by  one,  he  traces  each  back  to 
that  wondrous  Roman  power,  that  sat  in  beauty  on  the  seven 
hills,  and  literally  ruled  the  world.  As  that  traveler  thinks  of 
the  distance  of  Britain,  the  greatness  of  Carthage  ruined,  the 
magnitude  of  distant  works  of  architecture,  defying  time's  effacing 
fingers,  the  length  of  unequaled  roads, — there  comes  to  his  mind 
an  astounding  conviction  of  the  mighty  power  of  that  old  Roman 
Empire,  the  tremendous  force  of  a  heart  that  could  impell  such 
life  and  all-conquering  energy,  to  such  distant  points. 

I  have  not  traveled  so  widely,  but  thanks  to  the  genius  of  the 
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men  of  oar  glorious  time,  I  see  more,  and  much  more  perraasdfe 
evidence  of  a  still  greater  power  in  our  world  to-day.  In  my 
quiet  study,  I  find  in  far-off  India,  strange  traditions  of  wooderful 
things.  In  Arabia,  I  see  mangled  remains  of  a  grander  stmctore 
than  ever  stood  at  Rome,  or  shone  among  the  marble  hills  of 
Greece.  Through  the  recently  unbolted  doors  of  China,  I  catch 
gleams  of  light,  that  is  not  of  earth.  A  little  thought  connects 
all  these  together,  traces  a  decided  family  resemblance,  and  at 
last  proves  that  an  old  book,  called  the  Bible,  is  the  source  of  all. 
By  tremendous  power,  in  far-off  ages,  it  influenced  the  world,  and 
in  spite  of  every  opposing  influence,  leaves  its  stamp  of  power, 
over  vaster  spaces  than  the  Roman  Empire,  on  more  enduring 
substance  than  enduring  rock.  I  observe  that  power  is  not  so 
much  indicated  by  relics  of  the  past,  as  the  triumphs  of  the 
present.  In  Germany,  once  so  wild  and  wandering,  there  are 
dropping  from  the  press,  ten  million  volumes  yearly.  There  the 
Bible  proves  its  own  transcendent  importance,  above  all  other 
themes,  by  being  the  cause  of  the  vast  majority  of  those  works. 
Where  the  Bible  is  respected,  I  see  evidence  of  its  power  in 
forcing  a  whole  people  into  the  highest  range  of  civilization,  by 
forcing  mind  into  the  best  activity.  I  see  its  power  in  every 
contrivance,  from  the  thing  that  jumps  the  baby,  to  that  constant 
miracle,  the  daily  paper — to  which  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  con- 
tribute— whose  Prospero  can  make  the  lightning  tell  the  news  its 
quick  eye  sees ;  who  has  many  a  tricksy  spirit,  whose  nimble 
fingers  catch  the  airy  sounds  which  syllable  men's  thoughts,  and 
by  the  help  of  every  art,  and  the  use  of  every  triumph  of  inventive 
skill,  send  them  far  and  wide,  translated  to  the  language  of 
another  sense. 

Not  alone  in  these  general  things,  do  I  see  the  power  of  the 
Bible,  but  even  in  particular  cases.  The  poor  man,  who  comes 
from  toil,  wearied  by  oppression,  stung  by  basest  wrong,  hears 
it  say  unto  him,  in  the  sweet  words  of  the  divine  Brother,  "  Come 
unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give 
you  rest."  Its  voice  comes  with  infinite  cheer  to  the  martyr, 
who,  like  Hale,  may  be  denied  books,  light  and  company,  caus- 
ing him  to  say,  "  Though  I  walk  through  the  valley  and  shadow 
of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil."  Cromwell  repeats  its  words  at 
Dunbar,  *<  Arise,  O  Lord,  and  let  thine  enemies  be  scattered," 
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and  the  power  of  that  word  hurls  his  men  with  crushing  weight 
on  the  ranks  of  the  foe. 

What  is  the  secret  of  the  power  of  that  Word  7  Where  are 
its  hidden  treasures  of  influence  7  From  what  perennial  foun- 
tains does  it  get  its  increasing  control  7  Let  us  note  its  origin, 
study  its  pedigree,  and  we  shall  find  an  answer. 

It  is  evidently  God's  word.  Observe  how  he  gives  it  to  man. 
First,  History ;  always  attractive, — the  history  of  creation  pre- 
eminently so.  Having  got  man's  attention  by  narrative,  that 
equally  enchains  the  child  and  the  aged,  through  all  periods  of 
time.  God  next  adds  the  record  of  his  law.  In  order  that  that 
law  may  not  be  barren  precept,  its  promises  uncertain,  its  threats 
empty  sound,  he  next  makes  a  record  of  the  development  of  that 
system  of  law,  showing  the  truth  of  his  promise,  in  the  unparalleled 
prosperity  of  the  obedient ;  showing  the  meaning  of  his  threats, 
by  ages  of  curse,  and  centuries  of  suffering.  The  first  installment 
of  the  fiible  was  the  Pentateuch.  In  forty  years,  all  the  lore  of 
ages,  all  the  cherished  traditions  of  God's  dealings  with  men, 
were  gathered  up,  in  all  possible  purity,  and  embalmed  with  the 
sweetest  incense  for  the  whole  world. 

But  Law,  with  its  stern  prohibitions  and  awful  threats,  could 
never  make  a  Bible.  It  remained  to  add  the  witchery  of 
euphonious  sounds,  the  beauty  of  gorgeous  eastern  figures,  the 
movement  of  measured  melody,  that  would  go  trooping  through 
the  mind  without  an  effort.  So  He  commissioned  David  and 
Solomon  to  add  the  department  of  poetry ;  so  infused  with  life- 
giving  spirit,  that  it  would  almost  sing  itself.  David  thrilled  his 
nation's  heart  with  song,  and  those  words  have  been  ringing 
through  the  earth  for  three  thousand  years.  A  Bible  of  laws 
would  be  buried  in  dust  like  other  laws.  A  Bible  of  poetry 
would  be  vague,  and  hence  not  binding.  But  solid  laws  inter- 
spersed with  flashes  of  poetic  fire,  principles  proclaimed  in  para- 
bles, precepts  pointed  by  proverbs,  commands  made  attractive  by 
all  the  controlling  magic  of  music,  by  all  the  rythmic  march  and 
glowing  figures  of  poetry  ;  and  poetry  guarded  and  explained  by 
solemn  statute,  and  rigid  law,  is  the  way  God's  wisdom  takes  to 
teach  men. 

The  next  step  of  advancement  was  the  addition  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Prophecy.     God  undertook  to  make  man's  burning 
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desire  to  know  the  future,  that  desire  that  drives  men  to  the  stars, 
the  flight  of  birds,  to  all  insane  and  foolish  measures  to  read  the 
future,  drive  him  to  study  his  holy  Word. 

After  a  long  interval,  comes  the  speaking  of  the  Divine  Word 
himself.  Man  had  spoken  in  the  elegance  of  historical  narration ; 
in  the  terseness  and  precision  of  legal  phraseology  ;  in  the  unpar- 
alleled luxuriance  of  eastern  poetry;  in  the  divine  words  of 
prophecy  :  but  now  Christ  speaks  as  never  man  spake.  And  the 
countless  multitudes  which  hung  upon  his  words  then,  were  only 
the  vanguard  of  the  innumerable  throng  that  have  ever  since 
found  in  those  words  their  chief  delight. 

Then  followed  the  Epistles,  fusing  the  whole  mass,  and  draw- 
ing threads  of  gold,  connecting  the  separate  enunciations  of  truth 
into  one  chain,  strong  enough  to  hold  any  soul  to  heaven,  though 
all  earth  tries  to  drag  it  down ;  finishing  the  work  God  had 
wrought  at  for  three  thousand  years,  showing  it  forth  in  its  true 
glory,  grander  than  any  temple  of  earth,  grander  than  the  starry 
dome,  grander  than  all  the  material  universe  of  God.  Then  as 
a  final  touch,  God  added  the  adornment  of  that  picture  of  the 
saints'  coming  glory,  which  he  gave  to  John  one  Sunday  morning 
on  the  isle  of  Patmos.  What  an  adornment  1  Its  proportions  are 
taken  from  the  perfection  of  heaven ;  its  colors  were  laid  by  the 
hand  of  Him  who  paints  the  violet,  and  every  night  and  morning 
creates  anew  the  heavens ;  its  characters,  saints,  angels,  fiends, 
and  the- victorious  Messiah ;  its  scene  is  laid  amid  the  dissolution 
of  worlds,  and  the  creation  of  another,  and  at  the  time  of  final 
judgment. 

Such  is  the  Bible.  He  that  can  speak  a  world  into  being  in  a 
moment,  adorned  and  beautified  beyond  all  thought ;  He  that  can 
flash  intelligence  into  any  human  mind,  and  send  it  forth  on  a 
voyage  of  discovery,  leaving  Newton  picking  pebbles  on  the 
shore, — even  He  has  labored  at  the  Bible  for  three  thousand 
years.  And  now  it  stands  up  in  light,  blazing  with  the  burning 
finger-prints  of  God's  hand-writing. 

And  now,  what  is  the  present  position  of  the  Bible.  In  the 
first  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  the  last  voice  God  addresses  to 
man : — I  mean  the  term  in  the  widest  sense. 

God  first  spoke  to  man  by  the  voice  of  conscience.  It  was  his 
umpire  in  man.     It  was  God's  vicegerent  on  the  earth.     It  was, 
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in  a  de^ee,  the  judge  and  executive  of  his  law.  But  men  cor- 
rupted this  judge,  bribed  the  executioner,  or  grew  hard,  and  felt 
not  the  lashes  of  punishment.  Then  God  added  another  voice 
to  speak  to  man,  that  could  not  be  bribed  ;  he  retained  the  lash 
in  his  own  hand.  That  voice  was  his  providence  in  nature. 
Conscience  was  not  done  away,  but  its  teachings  were  enforced 
by  an  agency  from  without.  It  having  proved  insufficient,  the 
rise  and  fall  of  nations  were  set  to  ideas.  The  barren  earth,  its 
thorns  and  thistles,  its  storms  and  plagues,  its  irksome  labor  and 
its  dreaded  death,  were  set  to  preaching  of  sin ;  while  **  the 
heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament  showeth  his 
handiwork."  The  history  of  the  deluge  washing  an  unclean 
earth ;  the  Dead  Sea,  that  putrid  memorial  of  the  vileness  of 
Sodom ;  the  scattering  of  the  Jews,  and  the  barrenness  of  their 
once  fertile  land,  after  shedding  innocent  blood ;  the  anarchic 
and  diabolic  condition  of  France,  after  the  slaughter  and  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Huguenots ;  the  loss  of  national  greatness  to  the 
Netherlands,  after  the  mad  persecutions  of  Philip  II. ;  the  steady 
decadence  of  Spain,  ever  since  she  quenched  the  spirit  of  Protes- 
tantism in  her  last  auto  da  ft ;  the  disordered  and  beggarly  con- 
dition of  that  Eden  of  Italy,  on  account  of  ages  of  sin  ;  the 
poverty  and  impending  ruin  of  our  own  Southern  States,  because 
of  slavery ;  all  these  and  many  more  falling  empires,  and  volcanic 
eruptions  of  oppressed  nations,  are  proclaiming  with  mighty 
voice,  that  sin  is  a  curse  to  any  people. 

But  men  having  eyes,  would  not  see ;  ears,  would  not  hear  ;  they 
'*  hardened ''  their  hearts  amid  the  most  wonderful  and  terrible 
manifestations  of  the  power  of  God,  and  so  God  uttered  the  last 
part  of  this  triune  testimony,  the  voice  of  his  holy,  written  word. 
That  word  was  never  so  fully  established  as  divine  as  it  is  to- 
day. Every  one  of  the  evidences  of  its  authenticity  is  stronger 
than  ever  before.  If  the  evidence  of  antiquity  is  anything,  it  is 
older  than  ever  before.  That  perpetual  miracle  of  its  preserva- 
tion, with  its  human  variation  of  iotas,  and  divine  identity  of  idea, 
shines  in  its  clearest  light.  All  its  miracles  are  more  clearly 
attested  as  divine  works.  When  they  were  wrought,  men  might 
have  supposed  that  the  healer  of  the  sick,  and  raiser  of  the  dead, 
was  in  truth  a  great  physician  or  magician.  The  advance  of 
knowledge  destroys,  or  at  least  weakens  that  idea.    The  grand 
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design  of  miracles  is  better  understood   by  every  sacceeding 
age. 

The  same  is  true  of  prophecy.  More  of  it  is  fulfilled  than  in  any 
previous  age.  Its  application  is  more  clearly  seen.  All  history 
may  now  be  set  on  one  man's  study  table,  and  the  vast  sweep 
and  fulfillment  of  prophecy  comes  to  him  with  a  power  of  divine 
attestation  that  could  never  come  to  those  who  could  only  gather 
fragments  of  one  nation's  history.  A  barren  Idumea,  whose 
streams  are  pitch,  whose  dust  is  brimstone,  lying  waste  from  ' 
generation  to  generation,  and  none  passing  through  it  since  the 
time  of  the  curse,*  is  an  unprecedented  and  ever  growing  proof 
of  the  divine  origin  of  the  prophecies  of  God's  word,  and  of  the 
truth  of  Him  who  fulfills  to  the  iota  his  law.  Prophecy  and  its 
fulfillment  attesting  that  God's  word  is  truth,  like  the  river  in 
Ezekiel  grows  wider  and  deeper  in  each  succeeding  age. 

External  confirmations  of  the  truth  of  the  Bible  were  never 
so  numerous  and  decisive  as  they  are  to-day.  When  the  hiero- 
glyphics of  Egypt  began  to  be  read,  infidelity  made  a  desperate 
attempt  to  make  the  enemies  and  oppressors  of  the  Jews  say 
something  that  their  wicked  cunning  could  construe  against  the 
Bible.  But  blessed  be  our  God,  every  word  relating  to  the  sub- 
ject, confirmed  the  Scripture  record.  The  Rosetta  stone  dashed 
through  the  cobweb  systems  spun  from  their  own  bowels,  and 
brought  to  light  accounts  of  Jannes  and  Jambres,  the  death  of 
the  first-born,  and  the  exodus  of  the  Jews.  God  has  kept  evi- 
dence of  his  truth  buried  beneath  the  preserving  sands,  and 
brought  it  out  in  this  skeptical  age,  when  it  could  be  understood, 
photographed,  printed  and  preserved  above  ground,  the  latest 
revelation  of  which,  is  the  hunting  diary  of  Nebuchadnezzar, 
with  a  reference  to  his  being  insane  and  eating  grass  like  an  ox. 
Glorious  confirmation  of  one  of  the  least  credible  statements  of 
Scripture  1 

The  general  student  finds  the  Bible  account  of  the  creation 
infinitely  more  precise  and  superior  to  any  of  the  cosmogonies  of 
the  heathen  world.  He  finds  the  literature  of  a  Christian  people 
of  infinitely  wider  range.  He  sees  that  the  Bible,  and  that  alone, 
can  be  the  cause.  He  traces  all  worthy  and  lofty  ideas,  all  high 
incentives  to  virtue,  back  to  the  book  that   **    .    .     .    gives  a 

*  Isa.  uudv.  9,  leq. 
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light  to  every  age."  He  sees  that  neither  ancient  sorcery,  inedi- 
sval  Mohammedanism,  nor  modern  spiritualism,  has  given  one 
single  idea  of  any  importance  to  man.  But  the  Bible  has  en- 
grafted on  the  stock  of  human  knowledge,  such  thoughts  as 

4 

immortality,  omnipotence,  holiness,  love,  judgment  and  reward. 
He  sees  the  Bible  is  not  exhausted. 

Did  Newton's  matchless  mind  demonstrate  the  true  system  of 
the  revolving  worlds?  Did  Herschel  prove  that  the  north  was 
most  barren  in  stars?  For  thousands  of  years  had  the  Bible 
uttered  its  voice.  **  He  stretcheth  the  north  out  over  the  empty 
place  ;  he  hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing."  Has  Lieut.  Maury 
delighted  and  profited  the  world  by  his  discoveries  of  oceanic  and 
aerial  currents?  The  whole  system  is  in  a  nutshell  in  the  Bible. 
**  The  wind  goeth  toward  the  south  and  turneth  about  unto  the 
north,  it  whirleth  about  continually."  This  age  has  just  discov- 
ered that  storms  are  whirlwinds,  <*  and  the  wind  returneth  accord- 
ing to  his  circuits,"  i.  e.  established  routes.  **  All  the  rivers  run 
into  the  sea,  yet  the  sea  is  not  full ;  unto  the  place  from  whence 
the  rivers  come,  thither  return  they  again."  Has  modern  science 
demanded  a  greater  stretch  of  thought  than  to  conceive  that  our 
solar  system  is  whirling  round  a  central  sun,  on  an  orbit  of 
eighteen  million  years  ?  And  with  mathematical  surety  it  points 
to  the  star  Alcyone,  one  of  the  Pleiades,  as  that  centre.  Thou- 
sands of  years  ago  God  convicted  a  man  of  weakness,  by  asking 
him  if  he  could  **  bind  the  sweet  influence  of  the  Pleiades?" 
Overwhelming  question  I  Undeniable  evidence  that  the  Bible 
derives  its  unsearchable  wisdom  from  the  infinite  depths  of  God. 
On  account  of  these  things,  the  Bible  is  able  to  satisfy  the  ripest 
scholars  and  deepest  thinkers.  On  account  of  these  things,  and 
the  yet  deeper  meanings  believed  to  be  hidden  in  the  unanswera- 
ble questions  that  follow,  the  Bible  has  passed  through  a  severer 
trial  than  that  of  scorn  and  persecution.  Itself  the  product  of  a 
rude  age,  it  has  borne  the  criticism  of  refinement ;  coming  to 
enlighten  the  deepest  ignorance,  it  holds  its  place  amid  the 
adyancements  of  science,  and  the  most  wonderful  developments 
of  knowledge.  The  Bible  holds  sway  with  convincing  and  con- 
trol ing  power  over  the  highest  type  of  mind  of  to-day — the 
Anglo  Saxon. 
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Not  only  has  it  satisfied  thinkers  and  theorists,  but  more  cer- 
tainly has  it  satisfied  practical  men.  Its  theory  is  little  to  them, 
but  that  theory  wrought  into  practice,  through  ages,  by  nations, 
its  truth  confirmed  by  millions  in  life,  in  violent  and  peaceful 
death,  is  evidence  their  minds  cannot  resist 

In  these  particulars  the  Bible  stands  better  authenticated  as  a 
divine  revelation  than  ever  before. 

We  said  it  was  the  last  voice  of  God  to  man.  It  is  also  the 
last  that  is  to  be  given.  Even  the  Holy  Spirit,  present  in  the 
world,  the  blessed  Comforter  sent  to  take  the  place  of  Christ, 
speaks  according  to  this  word;  explains  and  enforces,  not  enlarges 
it  He  brings  the  words  of  Christ  to  remembrance,  not  utters 
new  words.  The  Bible  is  complete.  Other  works  perish,  this 
endures.  Pyramids  sink  at  the  bottom,  wear  off  at  the  top,  and 
have  forgotten  the  very  names  they  were  built  to  preserve.  The 
Bible  displays  its  sure  foundations  laid  in  eternal  truth  more  and 
more,  it  rises  higher  in  human  esteem,  and  age  after  age  brings 
more  glory  to  its  Author.  The  lauded  heathen  classics  confirm 
the  growing  opinion  of  their  utter  uselessness  for  any  purpose  for 
which  they  were  designed.  But  the  deep,  clear  meaning  of  the 
Bible,  glows  brighter  and  brighter  with  each  succeeding  age. 
More  and  more  do  men  acknowledge  that  its  light  is  from  heaven, 
its  wisdom  from  the  deep  fountains  of  Omniscience,  its  glory 
from  Him  that  dwelleth  in  light  inapproachable,  its  origin  from 
Him  by  whom  the  worlds  swing  never  an  inch  out  of  place, 
or  a  second  out  o'f  time,  from  Him  who  made  bright  seraph  for 
eternal  joy,  and  found  a  way  to  save  men  from  immortal  woe. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  glorious  origin  and  commanding 
position  of  our  blessed  Bible.  Happy  the  man  that  can  aid  in 
spreading  God's  book.  Let  it  be  spread  till  its  light  arises  in  all 
the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  till  its  soothing  words  drop  into 
every  sorrowing  heart,  till  its  blessed  ''  peace  be  still "  calms 
every  storm  of  passion,  till  it  be  found  in  every  counting-room 
and  place  of  human  resort,  till  its  all-pervading  influence  makes 
the  whole  earth  resound  with  '*  Glory  to  God,  on  earth  peace, 
good  will  to  man." 
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Bey.  Edwin  Johnson,  of  Boston,  was  next  introdac^ 
and  said: 

Mr.  President, — I  know  not  whether  it  has  come  to  pass 
casually,  or  by  design,  that  this  Anniversary  stands  first  in  the 
list  of  religious  meetings  that  are  to  succeed  each  other  during 
this  Festival  Week.  But  certainly  the  place  it  holds  is  signifi* 
cant  and  exceedingly  appropriate.  Let  the  Bible  lead  the  pro- 
cession, for  it  represents  all  that  is  to  follow.  What  benevolent 
enterprise  do  you  name,  of  which  this  is  not  the  source  and  the 
soul  ?  The  enterprise  of  Missions  at  home,  or  abroad  7  Where 
did  the  sublime  idea  of  missionary  labor  take  its  rise,  but  in  the 
precept,  *'  Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  in  the  example  of 
Jesus,  and  in  the  command  uttered  upon  the  Mount  of  Ascen- 
sion, '*  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature  ?  "  When  has  that  work  ceased,  save  when,  as  in  the  dark 
ages,  the  word  of  God  has  been  bound  ?  What  has  the  work  for 
its  object,  save  (o  make  known  the  God  and  Saviour  of  the  Bible  ? 

Do  you  name  the  cause  of  Christian  Education  ?  What  has 
founded  schools  and  colleges,  but  the  Word  whose  entrance  to 
the  mind  gives  light,  and  creates  the  desire  for  more  light  T 
What  but  the  demand  of  the  church  for  educated  men,  to  expound 
the  Scriptures?  Do  you  name  the  enterprise  of  diffusing  a 
Christian  Literature,  in  the  form  of  volumes  or  pages?  What  is 
Christian  literature,  but  the  truths  of  the  divine  Word,  diluted 
and  diversified  by  the  language  and  illustrations  of  good  men  ? 
the  Bible  itself  being  the  Book  of  books?  Do  you  speak  of 
eflbrts  to  bless  Seamen  ? — This  is  the  Seaman's  Friend.  Do  you 
speak  of  philanthrophy,  in  the  form  of  efforts  to  promote  Free- 
dom ?  The  Bible  broke  the  fetters  of  Roman  slavery — brought  out 
the  Church  of  the  Reformation  from  the  house  of  bondage — gave 
birth  to  our  Republic,  and  is  the  hidden  power  that  will  not  let 
oppression,  on  either  continent,  remain  undisturbed.  Do  you 
speak  of  the  cause  of  Peace?  When  was  the  syllable  first 
sounded  effectually,  but  as  the  initial  note  of  the  song  over 
Bethlehem's  plains?  and  where  is  the  armory  of  arguments 
whereby  war  is  to  be  overwhelmed  in  a  victory  more  glorious 
than  it  ever  witnessed,  but  in  the  teachings  of  the  meek  Messiah? 

Sir,  it  is  too  plain  for  argument,  that  we  owe  to  the  Bible  such 
a  week  as  this ;  and  there  is  not  one  of  the  noble  institutions, 


28 

whose  claims  will  come  before,  us,  that  would  not,  without  jealousy, 
fulfil  the  part  of  the  sheaves  in  the  dream  of  Joseph,  bowing  in 
obeisance  to  this  sheaf  wherein  the  germs  are  bound  up  from 
which  they  all  have  grown.  And  from  this  very  fact,  admitted, 
as  I  am  sure  it  will  be  on  all  sides,  might  one  draw  a  convincing 
argument  for  the  divinity  of  the  Scriptures.  That  which  can 
create  enterprises  and  institutions  of  so  much  grandeur,  is  not 
itself  created,  but  is  an  emanation  from  the  Infinite. 

In  the  great  work  of  that  great  man,  who  has  just  been  followed 
to  the  grave  with  all  the  pomp  that  Prussia  could  marshal,  to  pay 
the  last  honors  to  genius  and  science,  there  is  a  quotation  from 
Cicero,  himself  quoting  from  Aristotle,  to  this  effect :  that  **  if 
there  were  beings  that  had  always  lived  under  ground,  in  conve- 
nient, nay,  magnificent  dwellings,  adorned  with  statues  and 
pictures  and  everything  which  belongs  to  prosperous  life;  if, 
then,  these  beings  should  be  told  of  the  being  and  power  of  the 
gods,  and  should  come  up  through  open  fissures  from  their  secret 
abodes  to  the  places  which  we  inhabit ;  if  they  should  suddenly 
behold  the  starry  heavens,  the  changing  moon,  the  rising  and 
setting  of  the  stars,  and  their  eternally  ordained  and  unchangeable 
courses,  they  would  exclaim  with  truth,  There  are  gods,  and 
such  great  things  are  their  works!" 

Now  if  an  inhabitant  of  the  elder  world,  a  Cicero  or  an 
Aristotle,  should  come  from  the  region  in  which  they  dwelt,  rich 
as  it  was  in  the  creations  of  art,  but  dimly  lighted  by  the  rays  of 
earth-born  philosophy;  if  from  those  realms  he  should  come 
hither  and  see  the  new  order  of  civilization,  the  new  circle  in 
which  thought  is  beginning  to  move,  the  low  vault  of  time  lifted 
to  the  high  heaven  of  an  immortality  clearly  made  known,  and 
such  enterprises  as  these  set  in  motion  there ;  if  he  should  be 
assured,  even  by  philosophers  themselves,  that  all  this  light,  liberty 
and  love  flows  from  one  luminary,  would  he  not  say.  That  lumi* 
nary  must  be  the  efiulgence  of  bright  essence  increate— the 
handiwork  of  Qod !  The  efi*ects  of  the  Word,  upon  the  soul  and 
upon  society,  are  indeed,  as  the  Psalmist  has  sung,  not  merely 
equal,  but  superior  to  the  starry  firmament  in  their  testimony  to 
a  divine  Origmal. 

There  is  one  great  difficulty  which  I  experience  in  speak- 
ing upon  this  theme,  apart  from  that  which  I  should  feel  in 
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attempting  to  speak  efTectively  upon  any  theme.  It  might 
appear  that  a  minister  who,  if  true  to  his  calling,  gives  his  days 
and  his  nights  to  the  Scriptures,  should  be  able  to  discourse  any- 
where and  at  any  time  of  his  specialty.  But  it  is  one  thing  for 
an  astronomer  to  speak  of  a  single  star,  and  another  to  hold  forth 
concerning  the  whole  cosmical  system  ;  one  thing  for  a  botanist 
to  analyze  and  describe  a  single  flower,  or  leaf,  and  another  to 
say  a  word  when  the  subject  assigned  to  him  is  the  whole  vegeta- 
ble kingdom.  One  endowed  with  the  gif\  of  poetry,  might 
make  the  streamlet  or  fountain  the  burden  of  his  song,  who,  in 
presence  of  Niagara,  would  be  but  dumb,  silenced  by  nature's 
overwhelming  voice.  And  though  we  may  be  accustomed  to 
handle  single  texts  of  the  Word,  not  indeed  without  diffidence 
and  a  conscious  incapacity  to  unfold  their  full  meaning,  you  set 
us  quite  another  task  when  you  bid  us  discourse  of  the  whole 
volume,  teeming  with  truths  whose  boundaries  are  lost  in  dis- 
tance. This  I  will  say,  that  if  there  is  anything  for  which,  next 
to  the  privilege  of  leading  sinners  to  Christ,  the  ministry  is  to 
be  prized  and  coveted,  it  is  the  privilege  of  close  and  constant 
communion  with  this  Manual.  Custom  doth  not  stale  its  use, 
nor  exhaust  its  infinite  variety. 

An  atheist,  walking  through  a  wood,  picked  up  a  leaf  and  held 
it  between  his  eye  and  the  sun.  Instantly  his  skepticism,  built 
up  by  arguments  and  prejudice,  vanished ;  for  the  wondrous 
tracery  of  that  leaf  demonstrated  a  hand  divine.  So,  how  often 
it  happens  to  me  and  my  brethren,  that,  holding  single  passages 
and  pages  to  the  intent  gaze  of  the  mind,  their  perfect  expression 
and  profound  truth  flash  upon  us  a  conviction  which  no  array  of 
arguments  in  favor  of  inspiration  could  produce,  and  no  argu- 
ments upon  the  other  side  could  alter. 

I  would  not  fail  in  a  proper  discrimination.  Doubtless,  in  a 
book  intended  for  all  times  and  lands,  there  are  portions  more 
directly  appropriate  at  one  period  or  place  than  another.  But 
when  I  hear  the  Bible,  taken  together,  characterized  as  an  old 
Book,  I  feel  that  the  term  does  not  belong  to  it,  if  by  old  is  meant 
obsolete.  I  would  as  soon  call  the  stars  old  and  uninteresting ; 
whose  lustre  is  bright  now  as  if  they  were  new  created ;  or  the 
earth  old,  whose  bloom,  to-day,  is  fresh  as  if  this  was  the  first 
spring  that  it  ever  saw.     Every  day  these  truths  are  seen  unfold- 
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ing  themselves  in  the  light  of  thought,  of  experience,  and  of  the 
events  of  history.  Memnon  is  silent,  but  these  are  living  oracles, 
not  cunningly  devised  fables;  and  he  who  would  learn  what  is 
truth,  upon  questions  which  now  and  evermore  are  of  the  most 
solemn  and  intense  interest,  must  come  bowing  reverently  to 
this  shrine,  and  he  shall  receive  a  new  message — new,  although, 
like  the  new  commandment  of  the  Apostle,  it  is  ''  the  word  which 
he  has  heard  from  the  beginning." 

I  believe,  sir,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  the  Bible  so  new, 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  discovered ;  that,  as  Luther  said,  we  have 
only  yet  settled  the  borders  of  the  continent — not  penetrated  into 
the  interior ;  or,  as  the  Puritan  Pastor  said,  God  has  much  more 
light  yet  to  break  forth  out  of  His  word ;  or,  as  a  Prophet  and 
an  Apostle  said,  *'  The  grass  withereth,  and  the  flower  thereof 
falleth  away,  but  the  Word  of  the  Lord  endureth  for  ever ; "  or, 
as  One  greater  than  all  said,  **  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away, 
but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away." 

And  not  only  is  the  Bible  still  living,  it  is  also  life-giving.  It 
is  the  nourisher  of  that  spiritual  life  which,  like  itself,  is  immor- 
tal. For  David  speaketh  in  this  wise;  "Blessed  is  the  man 
whose  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  His  law  doth  he 
meditate  day  and  night.  He  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his  season ;  his 
leaf  also  shall  not  wither."  And  Jesus  declared,  ''I  am  the 
bread  that  came  down  from  heaven.  He  that  eateth  me  shall  live 
by  me.  The  worHs  that  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit  and 
they  are  life."  AH  Christian  experience  testifies  that  this  is  true ; 
that  as  there  is  no  book  so  vital,  there  is  none  so  vitalizing  as 
this. 

Old,  then,  the  Word  is,  but  ever  new ;  and  therefore  its  age  gives 
it  worth,  for  it  is  not'like  a  novelty  that  has  yet  to  be  tried.  It  has 
been  tried  by  time,  persecution,  unbelief,  science,  criticism,  expe- 
rience, and  it  has  stood  the  test.  Beautifully  does  Coleridge 
observe,  "  In  every  generation,  and  wherever  the  light  of  reve- 
lation has  shone,  men  of  all  ranks,  conditions  and  states  of  mind, 
have  found  a  correspondent  movement  toward  the  Better,  felt  in 
their  own  hearts.  As  if,  on  some  dark  night,  a  pilgrim — suddenly 
beholding  a  bright  star  moving  before  him,  should  stop  in  fear 
and  perplexity.     But  lo  1  traveler  after  traveler  passes  by  him,  and 
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each,  being  questioned  whither  he  is  going,  makes  answer,  I  am 
following  yon  guiding  star  !  The  pilgrim  quickens  his  own  steps, 
and  presses  on  in  confidence.  More  confident  still  will  he  be,  if 
by  the  wayside,  he  should  find  here  and  there  ancient  monuments, 
each  with  its  votive  lamp,  and*  on  each  the  name  of  some  former 
pilgrim,  and  a  record  that  there  he  had  first  seen  or  begun  to 
follow  the  benignant  star." 

Mr.  President,  you  and  I,  and  many  who  are  here,  hope  that 
we,  following  that  star,  have  been  guided  to  the  babe  of  Bethle- 
hem and  to  the  port  of  peace.  Shall  we  not  point  others  toward 
it?  Shall  we  not  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of  imparting  the  good 
which  we  have  received  ? 

Just  now  the  occurrence  upon  foreign  territory  of  war — which 
every  humane  and  Christian  heart  must  lament — brings  to  our 
markets  the  prospect  of  an  increased  demand  for  bread ;  and  in 
this  many  a  farmer  and  many  a  merchant  rejoice.  Let  us,  having 
in  abundance  the  Bread  of  Life,  gladly  give  it  alike  to  the  desti- 
tute around  us  and  to  distant  nations. 

These  very  conflicts,  with  all  their  hideous  horrors,  will  result 
through  an  overruling  Providence,  as  the  Opium  war,  the  Crimean 
war,  and  the  war  in  India  have  done,  in  breaking  down  barriers 
that  heretofore  have  hindered  the  gospel.  Whatever  the  plans  of 
the  Rulers  of  France,  Austria,  Russia  or  Sardinia  may  be,  the 
Lord  on  high,  who  is  mightier  than  the  noise  of  many  waters,  and 
who  poureth  contempt  upon  princes,  will  I  doubt  not,  subsidize 
their  power  and  policy  to  His  good  purpose  for  the  redemption  of 
those  lands  long  blinded  by  superstition,  bound  by  despotism. 

Enjoying  peace,  liberty  and  prosperity — blessings  which  we 
clearly  owe  to  the  Bible — an  ever-growing  obligation  is  upon  us 
to  send  freely  forth  that  which  we  have  freely  received. 

God  grant  that  we  may  be  ready  to  respond  to  His  providences, 
having  learned  to  appreciate  His  Word  by  a  rich  experience  in 
our  own  souls  of  the  salvation  it  brings  to  all  who  believe. 

After  the  usual  Doxology,  and  the  Benediction,  the  meet- 
ing was  dissolved. 


CONSTITUTION 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 
PREVIOUS  TO  ITS  INCORPORATION. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being  read 
from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  and 
was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz  : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  tliat  sum  ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  inntitution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  fur 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH     OF      MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thonaand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the.  Bible  Society  of  MassachuBetts. 

Whereas,  the  persons  hereafler  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec  I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Rq^resentativeSf  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon«  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redfbrd  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible 
SociBTr  OP  Massachusetts. 
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Skc.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  William  Phillips, 
and  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure  ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im* 
proved  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sbc.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty;  and  may 
Test  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Anunal  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851^ 
the  following  By-LaWs  were  adopted  : — 


ARTICLE    1. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  '*  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
80  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ilRTICLE    V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE    ▼!. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  Huch  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  businehs 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE  z. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLR  zi. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agenciesi,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository, — 
each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  personsjt. 

, ARTICLE  z^i. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connei'^ted  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OP  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  (1,00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  tor  past  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 

BT  YniTUE  OF  A  CONTRIBUTION  OF  TWENTY  D0LLAB8  AND  UPWABD8. 


^AdaoM,  John  Quiney,  QittKcy. 
Albree,  John,  Botton. 
Albro,  Rev.  Jobo  A.,  Cumbridgt. 
Aibro,  Mr*.  Elizabeth  8.       «' 
Albro,  MiM  Aoaie  E.  ** 

Aldeo,  Almira  S.  C,  Foxborc*. 
Aldeo,  RuAiell,  CamogUo. 
Andrew!,  Artemas  !■.,  FiUkburg. 
Andrew*,  C.  L.,  Botton. 
Andrew*,  W.  T.      " 
*AppMoa,  Samoel,  BoHon. 
Appleton,  William,      " 
Atwood,  John  W.,  ChalkAM, 
Bacoo,  Jacob,  OUmetster. 
Babcock,  Mr*   Nancjr,  Botfn. 
Baker,  Francis,  South  Danver: 
Baker,  Mr*.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  DvreheHer. 
HartMv,  Martin,  Sktrbam 
Barnard,  William  F.,  Marlboro.^ 
•Barnes,  William,  " 

Bartlett,  Thoma*,  Boston. 
Baylejr,  Robert,  MwburfporL 
Beal,  Aleiaoder,  Boston* 
Beebe,  Jame*  M. 
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Beebe,  Mr*.  Jame* 

Beebe,  Cbarle*  E. 

Beebe,  Franeu  L. 

Beebe,  Edward  P. 

Beebe,  Emily  B. 

Beebe,  Mary  Lb 

Beecher,  Rer.  William  H.,  Xo.  Brook/itld. 

Belknap,  Mi**  Martha  M.,  FramingkMm. 

Blanchard,  Mi**  France*  C,  Groton. 

Bodwell,  Rer.  J.  C.,  fVanita^Acai. 

-^fiood,  George,  Boston. 

Bower*,  Luke  K.  '* 

Bowers,  Mr*.  Cara  U.    " 

Brackett,  Jame*,  Qatacy. 

Braman,  Rev.  I*aae,  Oeorgetown. 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  Reading. 

Brewer,  Cyrus.  Dorchester. 

Brickett,  Frunklin,  Haverhill. 

Brigfs,  Rot.  William  T.,  Princeton. 

Brigg*,  Mr*.  Abby  L.  *' 

•Bromfield,  Elizabeth,  Boston. 

•Brook*,  Peter  C.  " 

Brook*,  Peter  C.  '* 

Brown,  Joeepfa,  Oroton. 

Bolkley,  Mr*.  Catharine  F.  " 

Barge,  Lorenzo,  Boston. 

Barrafc.J.C.  " 

Butler,  Mrs.  Jane  D.,  Oroton. 

Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  >Vest  Csmbriige. 

Cady.  Mr*.  Harriet  S.  «* 

Capen,  Mr*.  Charle*,  Frumingham. 

Capen,  Mi**  C.  Elizabeth,    " 

C^arpenter,  Catharine  E.,  Foxboro*. 

Carfienter,  Daniel,  ** 

Cary,  G«;orge  C,  AT.  BridgeuMtr. 

Chase,  Ann  Maria,  Haverhill. 

Cha*e,  Hezekiah  A  ,  Lfnn. 

Child,  Miss  Lucy,  ThUfwd^  Ft. 


Child*,  Horace,  Henniker^  A*.  H. 

Choate,  David,  Topt^eld. 

Clnp,  Jame*.  Uorekesttr. 

Clap,  Mr*.  Rebecca,  Boston. 

Clapp,  John  C.  ** 

LUrk,  Jame*  O.,  jtndover. 

Clark,  John  1^  " 

Clark,  Jonathan,  ifinehestar. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.  ** 

Clark,  Mil*  Nelly,  Sherborn. 

CInrk,  Rev.  P.  K  ,  South  Deor/sld. 

I  Mark,  Rev.  Rufu*  W.,  Bromkl^n,  A*.  F. 

CMarkc,  Francis,  HnverhiU. 

Clary,  Mr*.  8.  8.,  AskUnd. 

Cleave  land,  Waldo,  Ssfuik  DesrJUld. 

•Cobb,  Richard,  Boston. 

Cobh,  Jacob.  Abingtun. 

•Cod man,  Charle*  R.     Bottom. 

Codmnn,  Mr*.  Catharine,     ** 

Conn,  Horace,  tVobum. 

Cook,  Asa,  Newton. 

Coolidge,  Joneph,  Boston, 

Coolidge.  Lowell,  Sherborn, 

Crosby,  Mra.  Rebecca,  Boston, 

Curtis,  Abner,  East  Jtbtngton, 

CuHhman,  George  H.,  A'ertA  Bridgswmttr. 

Cutter,  Stephen,  Winchssisr, 

Cutter,  8teMhen  H.        ** 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Rtading. 

Dana,  8amuel,  Boston. 

Dana,  Charles  B.,  Brooklint, 

Dane,  John  H.  ** 

Daniell,  Mis.  Eliza  B.,  Msdway. 

Davi*,  Alvah  M.,  Haverhill. 

Da*i«,  Mr*.  Elizabeth  W.,  AVrU6ere*. 

Davi*.  Jame*.  Boston. 

Day,  Kubert  L.,  Jfewten. 

Donham   Rev.  George,  Barra. 

Denham,  Mr*.  Clara  D.    ** 

Dii,  Mr*.  Elijah,  Boston. 

Dodd,  Rev.  8.  G.,  Speneer, 

Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Harvard, 

Dodge,  Mr*.  Ann  8.      *" 

Dodge,  Mr*.  J.  M.  C ,  Jindovtr, 

•Dorr,  John,  Boston. 

•Dow,  Josiah,    *' 

•Dow«e,  Edward,  Dedkam. 

Dunlap,  Sumner,  South  DetrJUld. 

Dunn,  Edward  H.,  Boston^ 

Dutch,  Elizabeth  M.     *< 

Dyer,  Rev.  E.  Porter,  Hingham, 

Eager,  William,  BoMon. 

Eaitburn,  Ru  Rev.  Manton,  ** 

Eaton,  Eben,  Framingham. 

Eaton,  MiM  Martha  W.,  FiUkburg. 

F^uton,  William,  Bostom. 

Eaton,  William  J.,  Westbafro\ 

•Eliot,  8amoel,  Boston. 

Eliot,  8amuel  A.     ** 

•Elwell,  Robert,      " 

Emery,  Mr*.  Harriet,  Ifsstk  Wogmmiik, 

Everett,  Edward,  BoaUn, 
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FariMworth,  Mn.  Abel,  Cfroton. 

Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  Gtmkridfe* 

Fay,  Cjrruff.  fV€Stkoro\ 

Feerinf,  Albert,     Boston. 

Fearinf ,  Mn.  Albert,  ** 

Fiiher,  Mim  Eliza,  Medmaf. 

Ford,  Rov.  George,  £*»(  FalmoMtk. 

Font,  I'horoas  A.,  Boston. 

Ford,  Thonaa  A.,  /forth  Bridgowmter* 

Ford.  Mrs  ElixaC.        *' 

Fuedick,  Charlea,  Oroton. 

Fo«lick,  Fiederick,    ** 

FoMlick,  Samuel  W.   ** 

Fitmlick,  MUa  Mary,  ** 

Franciii,  Ebeneser,  Boston. 

Furber,  Rer.  Daniel  L.,  Jtsioton. 

Furher,  Mra.  Maria  B.  " 

Gale,  Rev.  Wakefield,  Rockport. 

Gale,  Mra.  Wakefifld,        «« 

Gale,  Juttin  Edwardi,       ** 

Garrette,  Kev.  Edmund  Y.,  Millbmrif. 

Garrette,  Mrt.  Pransenia  VV.      ** 

*Gibbt,  Mra.  Mary,  Boston 

Giiman,  Min  Rebecca  I.,  BrM^ford, 

Gordon,  Solomon  J.,  Boston, 

Gordon,  Mra.  Rebecca,  ** 

Gott,  J.  R.,  Rockport. 

*Gray.  Francia  C,  Boston. 

♦Gray,  Henry,  «* 

Gray,  Horace,        Boston. 

Gray,  John  C.  " 

Green,  J.  S.  Copley,    " 

Greenwood,  Mra.  Sally  K.,  Skorbom. 

*<>rew,  John.  Boston. 

Hale,  B.  J.  M.,  Haverkitl. 

Hall,  Mra.  Jueeph  F.,  Oroton. 

*Hammait,  Mra.  Mary,  Boston. 

Haromund,  Rev.  William  B.,  Braintrst. 

Hammond,  Mra  Louiae  M.  ** 

Hardwick,  'l*hamaa,  Q«iiicy. 

Haatinfa,  Hollia,  Prnmingham. 

Hatch,  Benjamin,  Etut  Fnlmomtk. 

Hawea,  Cynihia,  l^rsntknm. 

Hay  ward.  Eliaa,  Brnintroe. 

Hay  ward,  Paul,  wf«M«. 

Headley,  Rev.  P.  C,  Ortenjitld. 

Heard,  John,  Ipnoich. 

Heraef ,  Jacob,  Foxboro'. 

*Higginaon,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boston. 

Hildreth,  Mra.  Mary  R.,  Oroton. 

*Hill,  Henry,  Boston. 

Hill,  Jot  ham,  ffokmm. 

*Holmeii,  Rht.  Ahiel,  Cambridft. 

Holmea,  Miai  B.  A.,  JIndeoor. 

Homer,  Charlea  W.,  Cambridge* 

Hooker,  George  B.,  SlarAerm. 

Hooper,  Robert,  Boston, 

Hoppin,  Rev.  Jamee  M.,  Salem. 

Huvey.  Geor^  O.,  Boston, 

How,  Frederick,  Donna's. 

*How,  Jamea,  Booton. 

*Howe,  John,  Boston. 

Howea,  Collina,  Ckntkaw. 

Howard,  t'arv,  /forth  BridgswnUr. 

Howard,  David,  ** 

Hovt,  Mn.  Maria,  Frnmingham. 

Hulbert,  l^harlen,  Boston. 

Humphrey,  Daniel,  /Torth  fFeymoiUk. 

•Hyalop,  David,      BoHon. 

JacKane,  Jamea,  ** 

•Jackaon,  Patrick  T.  ** 

Jepbaon,  Miaa  C.  R.,  BrooUins. 

Jnbnaon,  Mra.  Emma  E  ,  Bradford. 

Johnaon,  Mra.  S.  W.,  Farmingten,  JV*.  B. 

J'ly,  Mra.  Abigail,  Boston. 

lUep,  N.  C.  •« 

Keith,  Albert.  CamfUo, 

Kaith,  Assa  B.,  /fbrtk  BridgnoUer, 


Keith,  Charlat,  MWlh  Bridgswater. 
Kendall,  Mra.  Abol  M.,  Boston. 
Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Foxboro*. 
Kerr.  Jane  K.  *< 

Keuelle,  Jacob  (^,  Boston. 
KnnbMll,  David,  Bre^f-rd. 
Kingman,  Miaa  f^arah,  Boston, 
*Kniiwlea,  Rov.  Jdmea  D.  ** 
Knox,  Mr*.  S.,  Rock  Island^  lU, 
Lamton,  Edwin,     Boston, 
Lamaon,  Mr*.  Eidwin,  '* 
Lamaon,  Helen,  " 

Lane,  Richmond  J.,  East  JtbingUm, 
Langworthy,  Rev.  laaae  P.,  CheUoa, 
Lannon,  Helen,  Bostibn, 
Larkin,  Lydia  E.,  Si.  Anthony^  M.  T. 
*l«awrence,  Amoa,  Boston. 
Lawience,  Aaa,  Oroton. 

Lawrence,  Mra.  M.  A.       ** 
Lawrencp,  Curtia.  " 

Lawrence,  Mra.  Nancy  T.,  CarlisU. 
Leach.  Simeon.  Stan/^on. 
licavitt,  Mn.  Elisabeth  6.,  Boston, 
Lceda,  Benj.imin,  Broeklint, 
Lecda,  flcnjtmin,  Jr.     "  ^ 

Loeda,  Mra.  Anne  B.     " 
Ijoeila,  Miaa  Anne  6.    ** 
Lefavoui,  laaacher,  Bcvsriy. 
Leland,  Calvin  J.,  /Tatick. 
Leonard,  Elixa,  Foxboro*. 
Lennnnl,  Jamea  M.,  BridgsioaUr. 
Lincoln,  P.  W.,  Boston. 
Lincoln,  Noah,        ** 
Little,  Rev.  B.  G.,  /forth  Middleboro*. 
Liverinore,  George,  Cambridge. 
*Locke,  Bphraim,  Boston. 
lAmke,  Miaa  Mary  O.,  Bradford. 
Loom  a,  Rev.  B.,  Littleton. 
Lowell,  Rev.  Charlea,  Boston. 
Luinb,  William,  » 

Lyman,  Rev.  George.  SaKeii. 
Manning,  Edwaid  W.,  tVobnm. 
Marah,  E-  J.,  Oroton. 
Mnnh,  Miaa  Julin  M.,  Haverhill. 
*Mar«tnn,  William,  JBoftoii. 
*McKean,  William.     " 
*MeLean,  Mra.  Ann,   " 
Mrana,  Rev.  John  O.,  Roxbmrjf. 
Meana,  Mra.  John  O.        " 
Metaenger,  Miaa  Elixa,  FUehbmrg. 
Milla,  Rev.  I?.  L.,  Aort*  Bridgswater. 
Milla,  Mr*.  Rebecca  B.  *' 

Mixter,  Mra.  Fanny  L.,  Boston. 
Mixier,  Mra.  Mary  R.,  Hordtokk. 
Mixter,  Mra.  S.  B.,  Roek  Island^  III. 
Moore,  Rev.  George,  Andoner. 
Moora,  Rufua,  GraCaii. 
Moidough,  Rev.  John  H.,  Hamiiton. 
Morley,  Rev.  S.  B.,  Attleboro\ 
Motae,  t'harlea  N  ,  Fez^oro*. 
Moiae,  Miaa  Emily  A.,  Bradford. 
Morae,  Henry,  /Tatiek, 
Munger,  Rev.  Theodore  T.,  Dorchester. 
Murray,  Rev.  Jamea  O.,  Sonth  Danvers. 
Murray,  Mn  Julia  R.  '* 

Naaon.  Rev  Eliua,  /tedf«rd. 
*Newell,  Montgomery,  Bo^on. 
Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  Oreiem, 
Norcroaa.  Joaiah,  Sonih  Reading. 
Nourae,  l>aniel,  ^est  JHedway. 
Noyea,  Alva,  /forth  Bridgeteater. 
Odlin,  Benjamin,  Exeter,  /f.  H. 
Odiin.  Mra.  E.  T.  " 

Ordway,  Aaron  U,  /fete  York  eitff. 
Drdway,  Miaa  Charlotte,  Bradford, 
Packard.  Rev.  D.  Temple.  O*«|ia0e. 
Paine,  Mra.  Sarah  M.,  HeUon, 
*PaliiMr,  Rav.  Staphan,  //Udkam, 
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Park,  John  C,  Boston. 

*Parker,  John, 
Parker,  Mrs.  Sarah, 
*Parkinao,  R«t.  FraDcia, 
*Parkman.  Samuel, 
Parkmao,  Mr*.  Sarah, 
*Parauni,  Gorham, 
*Paraons.  William, 
Partridfe.  Joneph,  Hollisfon. 
Patrick,  Rov.  HeDry  J>|  Bedford. 
Paul,  Luther,  Jftrntan. 
Peamon,  Mim  Haonah  J.,  Lowell. 
Pf>ekhain,  Hubbard,  Peterekam. 
*Perkiiis,  Jamea,     Boelon, 
*Perkiai,  James,  Jr.     ** 
*PerkiDs,  Thomas  H.   ** 
Parley,  Jacob,  Suntk  Danvers. 
Peiorf,  Edward  L).,  Boston. 
PottM,  Miss  Eliza  J.,  Fozbaro*. 
Pe*tee,  Samuel  Gardner,  StouglUjon. 
Phillips,  Alunzo  P.,  SoiUk  Danvert, 
PhilliM,  Mri.  Salljr,  Botton. 
•Phillips,  William,       " 
Pickard,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  OroveUnd. 
Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  Medford. 
Pond.  Almira  W.,  South,  Maiden. 
Pood,  Juho  P.,  Boston, 
Pond,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Medway. 
Porter,  Samuel  d.,  tVinckester. 
Pratt,  Corneliui,  ^ortk  fVeffvtouth 
Pratt,  G«Ien,  Jfortk  Bridgewater. 
Pratt,  Norton,  Braintree, 
•Prescoit,  William,  Boston, 
Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Oeorgetown. 
Prince,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.       ** 
Proctor,  Thorndike,  South  Danvers. 
Uuincv,  Thomas  D.,  Dorchester, 
Rice,  Mrs.  Elisabeth,  Lawrence, 
Rico,  Mrs.  Henry  A.         *' 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Beverly. 
Richards,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  Bostvn. 
Richardson,  Benjamin  P.,  Boston. 
Richardson,  Luther,  fVmehester, 
Richardson,  Sumner,        " 
•Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boston, 
Robbins,  Andrew,  Oroton. 
Robbins,  Rpv.  Chnndlur,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
•Robbins,  Edward  H.  " 

Roberts,  Rev.  Jacob,  East  Mtditay. 
RoberU,  Mrs.  Mary  A.        " 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  M'orth  Bridgewater. 
RockwofKl,  John,  Oroton. 
Rockwood,  Miss  Polly  S..  .Ashland. 
•Rogers,  Rev  William  M.,  Boston. 
Bawtell,  Ephraim.  Oroton. 
•Salisbury,  Samuel,  Boston. 
Sarf^Dt,  L.  M.  '* 

Scudder,  Charles,  " 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.     " 
Shattock,  Andrew.  Oroton. 
Shaw,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Boston. 
Sheldon,  Rev.  Luther,  fVestboro*. 
Hl^ldon,  Mr#.  Sarah  H.        ** 
Shiverick,  Miss  Maria  L.,  Campello. 
•Sigonrney,  Andrew,  Boston. 
Sigourney,  Henry,  " 

•Slack,  Ruggles,  Sostim. 
Slafler,  Rev.  Edmund  P.,  Boston, 
Smith,  Rev.  Eklward  P.,  PepfortlL 
Smith,  Rev.  Matson  M.,  Brookline. 
Sonilh,  Mrs.  Matson  M.  *< 

Smith,  Richard,  South  Danvers, 
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Smith,  Mrs.  Charlotte,  South  Danvers, 

•Smith,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Caroline,  M'eiolen, 

Snow,  Mrs.  Mark,  CJiatAaai. 

Spoonor,  W.  B.,  JBoston. 

Stoddard,  L.  T.,  Broukline, 

Stone,  Rev.  Andrew  L.,  Boston. 

Stone,  Mrs  Matilda  F.         " 

Sumner,  Mrs.  H    H.,  Fozkoro*, 

Tapparu  John,  Boston. 

Teele,  Rev.  Albert  K..  Milton. 

Teele,  Mrs.  Cornelia  C.    ** 

I'emple,  Mark  M.,  Reading. 

Thatcher,  Mary  Ludlow,  Middieboro*. 

Thayer,  Amasa,  Braintree. 

Thayer,  Ira,  »* 

Thayer,  Mrs  Lilla,      <' 

Thnyer,  Robert  H.,  Roxbury. 

Toluian,  Rpv.  Sam  UP  I  H.,  H^ilmington, 

Torrey,  Miss  Elizabeth  L.^  South  Ifeymouth, 

Torroy,  James,  Iforth  Weymoiuth, 

Trask,  Mrs.  A.  H.,  Manchester. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  Lebanon,  Ct, 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Hannah  W.        *' 

I'ucker,  Jesw,  Milton. 

Tucker,  Nathan,    " 

Tucker,  William,  Dorchester. 

I'uttle,  Miss  Sarah,  JIndover. 

Tuttle,  Thomas,  Littleton. 

Twichell,  John  M.,  FtUhburg. 

I'yier,  Jerome  W.,  Boston. 

Vose,  William  H  .  FiUkburg. 

Wakefield,  Mii«s  C,  Reading. 

Wales,  Erastus,  East  Randolph. 

Wnlker,  Musps,  HaverhUL 

•Walley,  .Samuel  H.,  Boston. 

Ward,  Artemas,  Boston. 

Welch,  John,  »♦ 

Weld,  James,  '< 

Wells,  Mrs.  Martha  D.,  .Yorthboro\ 

Wellmnn,  Rev.  J.  W  ,  M'ewton, 

Wendell,  Mrs.  Catharine,  Boston. 

Whitcomb,  Lewis,  East  Randolph. 

Whitrumb,  Reuben,        Harvard. 

Whitcomb,  Reuben,  Jr.  ** 

Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Abby  F.       *« 

Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D.     " 

Whitcomb,  Miss  Mary  M.       '* 

•White,  James,  Boston. 

White,  Josiah,  Petersham, 

While,  Nowton,  East  Randolph, 

Whitney,  Charles  H.,  Fitchburg. 

Whitney,  Mm.  Permelia  V.,  Petersham, 

•Wig^losworth,  Thomas,  Boston. 

Wilcox.  Rev.  William  H.,  Reading. 

Wild,  Dante],  Boston, 

Wilson,  Rev.  Thomas,  Stoughton. 

Winslow,  Pelhum,  £«#(  .^bingUn, 

Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Boston. 

•Winthrop,  Thomas  L.     ** 

Withington,  Otis,  Brookline, 

Wolcott,  \V  illiam,  Danvers, 

Woodbury.  Simon  J..  Sutton. 

Wood,  Eliaabolh  C,  Fozbaro\ 

Woods,  Miss  Abhie  Wheeler,  Maiden, 

Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Boston, 

WihmIs,  Samuel  H.  " 

Woodward,  Ebeneser,  Mwton, 

*Worthington,  William,  Boston, 

Wiley,  Mrs  Ann  B.,  South  Reading, 

Wyman,  William  G.,  FiUhburg. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Receipts  frox  Mat  1,  1858  to  May  1,  1859. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

BoBton,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street, 

Rev.  Mr.  Dexter,  Pine  Street, . . 
Rev.  Dr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon, 
Rev.  Dr.  Robbins,  Second  Church,  (10  l. 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street,    . 

Central  Church  and  Society,      .... 

Bowdoin  Street  Church  and  Society, 

Shawmut  Church  and  Society, 

Bromfield  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  . 

North  Russell  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

M.  Knight, 

A  friend,  $3 ;  do.  $1 ; 

Chelsea,  Broadway  Church,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
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$182 

04 

33 

91 

81 

93 

)  242 

00 

132 

40 

52 

15 

91 

41 

41 

50 

30 

24 

16  51 

20  00 

4 

00 

55 

05 

$983  14 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amcsbury,  Society  of  Rev.  L.  Thompson,      •        .        .        .  $  51  50 

Beverly,  Dane  Street  Church  and  Society,      ....  42  00 

<*        Washington  Street  Church  and  Society,   .        .        .  17  00 

**        A  friend, 5  00 

Boxford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         ...  30  00 

Byficld,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Brooks,  $9  26  ;  $5  20  ;     .        .  14  46 

Danvcrs,  Maple  Street  Church  and  Society,    ....  20  00 

*<        South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  51  00 

Georgetown,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Beecher,      .        .        .        .  43  61 

Gloucester,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  ....  20  00 

Hamilton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       ...  20  79 

Haverhill,  Centre  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (6  l.  m.)  141  43 

**         West  Parish, 15  00 


43 


Ipswich,  Society  of  Rey.  IMr.  Fitz,  .... 

Lynn,  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Methuen,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Newburyport,  Society  of  Rev.  R.  Campbell,  . 
**  Betsey  L.  Colman's  pupils, 


33  00 
24  03 
30  25 
36  00 
44 


it 


Belleville,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fiske,  (1  L.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  62  26 
Rockport,  First  Congregational  Chxirch  and  Society,       .         .  15  00 

Rowley,  Society  of  Rev.  J.  Pike, 50  00 

Salem,  South  Church, 48  11 

Wenham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .         .         ,  13  03 

$  783  91 


^QDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Ashby,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Ashland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (bal.  1  l.  m.) 

Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Boxboro*,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Cambridge,  Shepard  Congregational  Society,  . 

Cambridgeport,  First  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,    . 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (4  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Framingham,  Hollis  Evangelical  Society, 

HoUiston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Hopkinton,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (bal.  1  l.  m.  a.  b 

Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Lowell,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Societ>',  (1  l.  m.) 

High  Street  Church  and  Society, 

Kirk  Street  Church  and  Society, 

Mrs.  Zadock  Rogers,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Natick,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,      .... 

Newton,  Eliot  Church,  (3  l.  m.) 

First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 

West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Pepperell,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Saxonville,  Edwards  Church, 

Shirley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Tewksbury,  A  friend, 

Townsend,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

West  Cambridge,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  So 

ciety,  (1  L.  M.  a.  B.  8.) 
Westford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Wilmington,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    , 
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«5 

34 

15 

03 

40 

18 

3 

25 

161 

72 

34  06 

120 

00 

30 

00 

50 

00 

B.)  22 

00 

8 

70 

60 

35 

15 

11 

35 

42 

30 

00 

5 

00 

75  00 

45  73 

31 

88 

34 

25 

9 

83 

11 

50 

10 

00 

14 

64 

30 

80 

18 

34 

25 

66 

115 

63 

$  1,059  42 

44 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Charlton,  Congprcgational  Church  and  Society, 
East  Douglas,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Fitchburg,  Religious  Charitable  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.) 
Orafton,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  u.  s.)     . 
Harvard,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Lancaster,  A  friend,  unknown, 

Lunenburg,  Congregational  Church  and  -Society,    • 
Princeton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Royalston,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bullard, 
Southboro',  Pilgrim  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,     . 
Spencer,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)   . 
Sterling,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 

Upton,  Mrs.  Lucy  Fisk, 

Westboro*,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  . 

«<  Officers  of  the  State  Reform  School,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b 

Westminster,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (bal.  1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s 
Whitinsville,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (4  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 


) 


$20 

11 

21 

00 

83 

49 

60 

00 

44 

58 

4 

00 

15 

84 

33 

G8 

40  76 

14  37 

25 

00 

10 

55 

1 

00 

49 

30 

.)  30 

00 

6 

00 

144 

04 

$  602  72 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Hampden  County  Bible  Society. — Mr.  James  Bretcer,  Springfield^  Tr, 

Chicopce,  Master  Edward  F.  Mosman's  dying  bequest  to  send 

the  Bible  to  the  West,  by  his  mother,          .        .        .        .  $  2  50 

Donations, 675  00 

Friend,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 30  00 

Wilbraham,  South  Parish, 6  92 


$  714  42 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 


Fbanklin  County  Bible  Society.— Ifr.  William  Elliot,  Greenfield,  Tr. 


Bemardston,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Gill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Greenfield,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (bal  1  l.  m.  a.  b 

«*  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Heath,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Leverett,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Montague,  Bible  Committee, 

Shelbuxne,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  ladies,  $20  71 ; 
gentlemen,  $23,40 ; 


8.) 


$3  67 
20  00 
73  16 
6  43 
27  84 
84  78 
2  00 
27  60 
33  80 

44  11 


45 


South  Deerfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society 

(2  L.  M.)  (1  do.  A.  B.  8.)  . 
•*  Monument  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    • 
"Warwick,  Trinitarian  Church  and  Society, 
West  Hawley,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


71  60 

21  00 

27  66 

7  33 

1  00 

Deduct  paid  for  printing. 


$  461  98 
12  00 

$  439  98 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Cohasset,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society',    , 
Dorchester,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Foxboro*,  Orthodox  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Franklin,  Congregational  Chxirch  and  Society,  (bal.  3  l.  m.) 

Jamaica  Plain,  Rev.  A.  Quint, 

Med  way.  First  Congregational  Chxirch  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

«•  Village,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  . 

Milton,  First  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Quincy,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)    , 
Randolph,  East,  Winthrop  Church,  (3  l.  m.)  . 

Roxbury,  Eliot  Church, 

Warren  Street  Meth.  Epis.  Church,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  8 

A  friend,  (1  l.  m.) 

Stoughton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Weymouth,  North,  Pilgrim  Chxirch  and  Society,     . 
*«       Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Emery, 
South,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Terry, 
"       Union  Church  and  Society, 
Wrcntham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
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$  13 

69 

205 

56 

39 

96 

46 

17 

2 

00 

25 

00 

22 

64 

26  76 

50 

00 

61 

79 

89 

36 

30 

00 

20  00 

23 

03 

20 

00 

24  26 

18 

00 

14 

11 

9 

00 

$  741  33 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 


Easton,  Evangelical  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)   $  30  00 
Pawtucket,  A  friend 35  00 


$65  00 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  $  33  66 

North  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)  13  21 

South,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  30  00 

East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  26  00 
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Hanover,  Second  Cong^regational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Kingston,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 

Lakerille,  Society  of  Key.  Mr.  Root,      .... 

Middleboro',  First  Parish, 

**  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**  North  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

North  Bridgewater,  Porter  Evan.  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 

Plymouth,  Second  Church  and  Society, 

Plympton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Scituatc,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 


7  42 

9 

60 

11 

00 

67 

53 

14  34 

21 

33 

60 

00 

5 

06 

8 

59 

5 

10 

$  312  74 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Babmstable  County  Bible  Society. — John  Munroe,  Treanarer, 

Barnstable,  West  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .        .  $  7  00 

Centreville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .        .  18  06 

Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)          .  21  57 

Dennis,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,           .        .        .  17  00 

Falmouth,  East,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)  12  00 


$  75  63 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 


Derry,  N.  H.,  Miss  Abby  Choate,  (bal.  1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  .        .      $  20  00 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  A  friend,  (1  l.  m.) 20  00 

**             A  friend,  $3  ;  do.  by  N.  P.  Kemp,  $9 ;  .        .  12  00 

Hennikcr,  N.  H.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  24  22 

Keene,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Simeon  N.  Perry, 190  00 

Litdeton,  N.  II.,  William  Brackett,  Esq 5  00 

$  271  22 

COLLECTIONS 

By  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Slafteb,  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Norwich,  Vt $  2  33 

St.  Thomas'  Church,  Hanover,  N.  II 2  67 

St.  James'  Church,  Greenfield, 13  65 

St.  John's  Church,  Northampton,  by  a  member,     ...  30  00 

Grace  Church,  Newton  Comer, 17  00 

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston, 4118 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 345  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline,  $77 ;  Benjamin  Leeds,  Esq.  $80 ;  157  00 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Dorchester, 30  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Newburyport, 25  00 

St.  Peter'a  Church,  Cambridgeport, 9  61 


47 


St.  Michael's  Church,  Marblehead, 41  11 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Salem,  $54  74 ;  ded.  $4  74,  credited  to 

Bible  account, 60  00 

Trinity  Church,  Haverhill,      .......  18  83 

Christ  Church,  Waltham, 20  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 41  52 

Grace  Church,  Boston, 58  65 

St.  Matthew's  Church,  South  Boston, 10  00 

Grace  Church,  Medford, 10  00 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 258  26 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Aubumdale, 5  00 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanover, 67  64 

Grace  Church,  Lawrence, 20  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Dcdham 45  50 

Christ  Church,  Boston, 10  00 

Christ  Church,  Westerly,  R.  1 10  00 

G.,  Newton  Comer .        .        •  50  00 

Rev.  George  C.  Shepard,  D.  D., 30  00 

$  1,414  95 

[Other  ecdiectiont  nuule  by  Mr.  Slalter  in  MatBachuteiU,  hare  been  paid  through  other 
Auziliuy  Societies.] 

LEGACIES. 

Beverly,  H.  O.  Foster,  by  David  Lefiavor,  Ex'r,      .        .        .  $  100  00 
Boston,  Charles  H.  Brown,  by  Charles  W.  Brown,  Ex'r,  to 

be  invested,  and  the  income  only  used,        ....  1,000  00 

$  1,100  00 

Annual  subscriptions $  652  00 

Returns  for  books  donated, 7  05 

Interest  and  dividends, 1,095  75 

Proceeds  of  horse  and  wagon  sold, 50  00 

Sales  at  the  Depository, 12,889  50 

Whole  amount  acknowledged  in  the  preceding  lists,        .        $  23,258  76 


()[^  Pecuniary  remittances  and  letters  relating  to  the  business 
of  the  Depository^  and  orders  for  BookSy  should  ht  addressed  to 
S.  T.  Farwell,  Agents  M).  15  Comhill,  Boston. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  operations  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society,  for  the  past  year,  have  been  marked  by 
little  that  is  peculiar.  The  friends  of  the  Bible 
have  bestowed  upon  it  their  usual  gifts,  and  these 
have  found  their  way,  as  in  other  years,  to  the  poor 
and  unsupplied,  within  our  reach. 

The  fact  deserves  our  grateful  recognition,  that 
all  who  were  officially  connected  with  the  Society  a 
year  ago,  are  yet  with  us,  permitted  to  bear,  still 
longer,  the  heat  and  burden  of  their  day. 

During  the  year,  there  have  been  issued  from 
the  Depository,  14,925  Bibles ;  16,003  Testaments  ; 
3,543  Testaments  with  the  Psalms ;  and  706 
Psalms ;  making  a  total  of  35,177.  Of  these, 
31,547  were  in  the  English,  and  1,630  in  various 
foreign  languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  been  5,422  Bibles ; 
3,951  Testaments  ;  426  Testaments  with  the 
Psalms  ;  and  18  Psalms  ;  making  a  total  of  9,817 
copies. 

These  have  been  appropriated  as  follows  :  to  sea- 
men, 2,983  ;  to  Sabbath  and  other  schools,  1,772 ; 
to  public  institutions  and  public  houses,  802 ;  to 


6 

city  missions,  578 ;  to  destitute  families  and  indi- 
viduals in  Massachusetts,  2,572;  and  the  balance, 
1,110,  in  Maine,  317;  New  Hampshire,  6;  Ver- 
mont, 53 ;  Connecticut,  60 ;  Michigan,  102 ;  Illi- 
nois, 37  ;  Missouri,  75  ;  Texas,  32  ;  Kanzas,  15  ; 
Canada,  24 ;  Nova  Scotia,  24 ;  Labrador,  88 ; 
Prince  Edward  Islands,  24 ;  Hayti,  103 ;  and  Li- 
beria, 150. 

The  income  of  the  Society  for  the  year  ending 
April  30  has  been  ^21,192.57;  of  which  were 
from  donations,  legacies,  and  annual  subscriptions, 
p,890.21;  from  sales,  $11,121.88;  returned  for 
books  granted,  $9.18  ;  interest  and  dividends  on 
stocks,  $1,172.00.  The  amount  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year  was  $2,281.21,  mak- 
ing the  total  available  means,  $23,473.78. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been,  in 
all,  $20,997.04;  of  which  were  for  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  $14,462.86  ;  donations  to  the  American 
Bible  Society,  $2,290.10 ;  and  the  balance  in  vari- 
ous expenditures  of  Depository,  general  and  depos- 
itory agents  and  assistant,  printing,  rent,  paper,  &c., 
&c.,  $4,244.08  ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  $1,444.24. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  seamen  visiting  this 
port  are  the  largest  sharers  of  our  bounty — thus, 
through  our  widely  extended  and  extending  com- 
merce, the  Scriptures  are  carried  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  Many  of  these  children  of  the  sea  here  re- 
ceive the  Bible  in  the  languages  they  speak,  and 
they  leave  them,  in  greater  or  less  numbers,  in  all 
the  lands  to  which  they  are  borne. 


To  the  uusupplied  poor  of  this  city  and  its 
suburbs,  gathered  to  a  great  extent  from  other 
lands,  large  grants  have  been  made  through  city 
missions,  and  through  individuals  laboring  for  their 
welfare. 

To  public  houses,  the  resting-place  of  the  way- 
farer ;  to  prisons  and  hospitals ;  in  fine,  to  all  those 
institutions  established  amongst  us  to  meet  the 
various  forms  of  suffering  humanity,  the  Scriptures 
have  been  given. 

Sabbath  schools  gathered  among  the  neglected 
children  in  our  cities  and  large  towns  have  shared 
freely  the  bounty  of  the  Society,  as  the  statements 
already  made  have  shown. 

Individuals  and  families  destitute  of  the  Scrip- 
tures have  been  supplied.  This  has  been  done  in 
response  to  the  application  of  those  in  want,  or 
through  the  various  associations  formed  for  this 
and  kindred  purposes.  A  direct  effort  has  also 
been  made  to  circulate  the  Scriptures.  Through 
the  year,  a  Bible  colporter  has  been  employed  in  a 
portion  of  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Norfolk. 
Thus  far,,  in  these  two  counties,  22,758  families 
have  been  visited,  and  8,087  copies  of  the  Bible 
and  New  Testament  have  been  sold  or  gratuitously 
disposed  of 

It  is  in  vain  that  we  strive  to  estimate  the  good 
accomplished  in  these  tens  of  thousands  of  family 
visits,  by  the  humble,  self-denying  Bible  colporter. 
Eternity  alone  will  disclose  how  the  sad  heart  was 
cheered,  the  erring  one  turned  from  the  dovmvvard 


8 

path,  the  afflicted  and  sorrowful  made  to  rejoice,  by 
the  timely  perusal  of  God's  Word,  carried  to  their 
door  by  your  colporter,  giving  them  assurance  of  a 
Heavenly  Father's  willingness  to  pardon,  and  to 
suffer  them  to  lean  upon  his  own  Almighty  arm  for 
support. 

The  Secretary  of  your  Society,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Butler,  has  pursued  his  labors  the  past  year  with 
energy,  fidelity,  and  success.  We  see  the  result  of 
his  faithful  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Bible  cause,  in 
the  increased  interest,  manifested  throughout  the 
State,  for  a  more  general  diffusion  of  the  Word  of 
God.  The  Society  has  cause  of  congratulation,  in 
having  in  its  employ  one  whose  whole  heart  is  in 
this  self-denying  but  glorious  work. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Slafter  has  continued  his  accep- 
table and  useful  labors  in  behalf  of  this  cause 
among  the  Episcopal  churches  of  this  State. 

While  thus  attending  to  the  wants  at  home,  we 
have  not  forgotten  that  the  field  is  the  world.  Dur- 
ing the  year,  there  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
American  Bible  Society,  from  the  Massachusetts 
Bible  Society,  and  from  other  sources  in  the  State, 
the  sum  of  ^34,916.63.  We  rejoice  that  so  much 
has  been  accomplished,  while  we  cannot  conceal 
the  conviction  that  more  might  have  been  done, 
and  should  have  been  done,  by  the  numerous  fiiends 
of  the  Bible  in  this  favored  Commonwealth. 

By  whom  are  the  extensive  destitutions  in  our 
land  to  be  supplied,  if  not,  in  part  at  least,  by  us ; 
and  from  whence  more  appropriately  than  from  this 
community  can  come  a  response  to  the  cry  for  the 
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Word  of  Tiife  that  greets  us  from  the  nations  of  the 
Old  World  ?  Plainly,  we  can  confine  our  labors 
within  our  own  limits,  only  by  doing  violence  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Book  we  circulate. 

There  are  many  who  glory  in  the  name  of  Prot- 
estant, and  who  regard  the  possession  of  the  Scrip- 
tures by  all  men  as  of  the  highest  importance,  who 
do  absolutely  nothing  for  their  diffusion  ;  while  of 
those  who  give,  there  are  few  who  might  not  inno- 
cently increase  their  offerings  in  furtherance  of  this 
work.  The  vast  increase  in  the  number  of  those  able 
to  read ;  the  growing  toleration  of  governments, 
pagan  and  papal,  allowing  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures  where  hitherto  they  have  been  proscribed, 
and  the  awakened  interest  throughout  Christendom, 
and  in  many  portions  of  the  heathen  world,  enlarges 
our  field,  and  increases,  in  the  same  proportion,  our 
responsibilities  as  friends  of  the  truth. 

At  a  great  price  were  the  Scriptures  obtained  for 
us.  Our  fathers  cheerfully  suffered  the  loss  of  all 
things,  that  they  might  possess,  in  their  own  tongue, 
the  Word  of  God.  In  poverty,  in  exile,  in  prison, 
and  at  the  stake,  they  manifested  their  love  of  divine 
truth,  and  their  desire  to  gain  for  it  a  free  course 
through  the  world.  Not  the  least  valuable  part  of 
the  rich  inheritance  they  have  bequeathed  to  us  is 
the  history  of  their  struggles  and  their  triumphs,  as 
the  defenders  of  a  free  and  open  Bible.  While  we 
dwell  in  the  land  they  procured  for  us — while  we 
revere  their  memories  and  profess  their  principles — 
let  us  be  careful  to  perform  their  works. 
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ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Fifty-first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Massachusetts^  was  held  in  the  upper  vestry  of  the  Central 
Church,  Winter  Street,  Boston,  on  Monday,  May  28,  1860 ; 
the  President,  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Wallet,  in  the  chair. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

The  Annual  Beport  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  pre- 
sented, and  the  reading  thereof  postponed  to  the  public 
meeting. 

Samuel  Mat,  Esq.,  having  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for 
re-election  to  the  office  of  Auditor,  on  motion  of  George  R. 
Sampson,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Hon.  Albert  Fearing,  it  was 

Voted^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Samuel 
Mat,  Esq.,  for  his  long  and  fiuihfal  services  as  Auditor  of  the 
Society. 

Votedf  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  to  Mr.  May 
a  copy  of  the  foregoing  vote. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
chosen. 

The  members  of  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  church, 
where  the  public  services  of  the  Anniversary  were  held. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered  by  Rev.  Jos. 
A  Corp,  D.  D.,  of  Chelsea,  Mass. 
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The  President  of  the  Society,  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Walley, 
of  Boston,  then  addressed  the  assembly  as  follows  : 

It  is  obviously  fit,  that  the  interesting  exercises  of  this  week 
should  be  ushered  in  with  the  Anniversary  of  the  Bible  Society  ; 
and  this  is  true,  not  simply  on  the  ground  that  the  Bible  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  religious  institutions,  but  that  its  essen- 
tial truths,  its  acknowledged  teachings,  and  its  sublime  morality, 
furnish  the  surest  guaranty  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  civil  insti- 
tutions, and  the  continuance  of  our  happy  republic. 

We  see  much  to  alarm  us,  in  the  rapid  increase  of  wealth 
and  luxury  in  our  country— especially  when  we  call  to  mind 
the  causes  of  the  downfall  of  the  enlightened  republics  of  for- 
mer days — ^but  we  are  cheered  and  animated  by  the  reflection , 
that  we  possess  an  antidote  which  they  did  not  enjoy ;  the  Word 
of  God  and  the  Testimony  of  Jesus. 

It  is  esteemed  an  honor  to  be  the  pupil  of  those  who  are 
regarded  as  among  the  most  gifted  of  scholars,  and  the  most 
learned  of  mankind  ;  what  an  honor,  then,  to  have  God  for  our 
teacher,  and  his  precepts  for  our  guide ! 

It  has  been  well  said,  by  the  first  scholar  of  our  land  and  the 
most  eloquent  son  of  our  Commonwealth,  that  "  the  public  law 
of  Christendom,  in  its  utmost  comprehension,  is  but  the  expan- 
sion and  application,  to  the  afifairs  of  nations,  of  the  principle 
inculcated  in  our  Saviour's  sermon  on  the  mount :  '  All  things 
whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so 
to  them.' " 

The  fact  that  we  enjoy  such  a  distinguished  blessing,  in  hav- 
ing the  Bible  for  our  birthright,  while  it  should  awaken  within 
us  deep  gratitude  for  our  privileges,  and  well-founded  confidence 
that  our  nation  may  hope  to  outlast  those  of  former  days,  to 
whom  life  and  immortality  were  not  brought  to  light, — also 
devolves  upon  us  a  solemn  and  a  twofold  responsibility ;  solemn^ 
because  each  individual  is  bound  to  feel  that  he  is  personally 
concerned  with  tlie  improvement  of  the  privilege  granted  ;  two^ 
fold,  because  it  devolves  upon  us,  who  have  the  teachings  of 
God,  to  see  that  they  are  offered,  (certainly  ca  freely,  as  we 
offer  the  advantages  of  common-school  education,)  to  all  in  our 
own  land,  who  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity ;  and  not 


12 


only  at  home,  but  abroad.  '  Freely  we  have  received,  let  us 
freely  give.*  If  the  Bible,  and  the  blessings  of  civil  and  relig- 
ious liberty  which  the  Bible  inculcates,  and  which  our  Pilgrim 
Fathers  (imbued  with  the  principles  of  the  Bible)  transmitted 
to  us  as  their  legacy,  have  made  our  nation  prosperous  and 
happy,  as  we  are  at  this  day,  and  exalted  us  as  a  people  so 
much  above  those  of  other  days,  does  not  it  become  us — are  we 
not  solemnly  bound  to  give  the  precious  Word  of  God  to  all  the 
unevangelized  nations  of  the  earth  ?  Shall  the  seamen,  who 
sail  from  our  ports  to  distant  continents  and  sea-girt  isles,  carry 
life  or  death  ;  the  word  of  life,  or  the  instruments  of  death  tem- 
poral and  death  eternal  ?  Let  no  vessel  sail  hence,  without  the 
Bible  in  the  cabin,  in  the  forecastle,  and  as  part  of  the  freight ; 
then  will  the  sails  which  whiten  the  ocean  be  as  angels*  wings, 
bearing  glad  tidings  of  good  things  to  all  nations. 

It  is  cheering  to  learn  from  the  last  Report  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  that  the  work  of  general  supply  has  made  en- 
couraging progress,  and  that  grants  of  money  have  been  made, 
the  past  year,  for  publishing  and  circulating  the  Scriptures  in 
Spanish  America,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Turkey,  Syria, 
India,  China,  Africa,  and  the  Sandwich  Islands,  aside  from  the 
funds  expended  at  the  Bible  House  in  printing  foreign  versions. 

At  a  recent  meeting  in  London  of  the  friends  of  the  Malta 
Protestant  CoUege,  the  following  statement  was  made  by  one  of 
the  reverend  speakers  who  addressed  the  meeting. 

There  are  fifty  xniUions  of  Mohammedans  in  the  Turkish  Empire, 
Persia,  and  Tartary  ;  and  until  lately  it  has  been  generally  supposed  to 
be  impossible  to  bring  any  of  them  into  the  fold  of  Christ ;  but  within  four 
years  nine  thousand  Bibles  have  been  sold  among  the  Turks  of  Constan- 
tinople alone.  Dr.  Pfanders,  the  agent  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society 
at  Constantinople,  who  was  engaged  in  superintending  the  translation 
and  printing  of  the  Bible  in  the  Turkish  and  other  lang^ges,  was  assisted 
in  his  important  work  by  two  bom  Mohammedans,  who  were  educated 
in  the  Malta  College.  Still  more  wonderful,  however,  added  the 
speaker,  was  the  fact,  that  there  was  at  that  moment  at  Jerusalem  a 
Bible  class,  consisting  of  eighty  Turkish  soldiers,  and,  he  beUeved,  seven 
officers,  who  regularly  met  to  read  the  Scriptures,  under  the  guidance  of 
Bishop  Gobat. 

The  openings  in  the  East  were  not  confined  to  Turkey ;  they  were 
equally  wonderful  in  other  countries.  For  example,  as  regarded  the 
nomadic  Arabs,  commonly  known  as  the  Bedouin  Arabs,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brown,  a  Scotch  minister  stationed  at  Aleppo,  said,  that  the  Consul, 
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Mr.  Skeene,  was  fiilly  persuaded  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the 
Bible  might  easily  be  introduced  among  those  wandering  tribes. 

A  late  writer  on  the  religious  aspect  of  Europe  speaks  of  a 
singular  and  wonderful  movement  among  the  Mohammedans  in 
Turkey — a  movement  started  among  themselves,  under  the 
guidance  of  one  of  their  own  teachers,  breaking  down  their 
prejudices  against  the  gospel,  and  leading  them  to  respect  the 
Christianity  they  have  hitherto  despised.  He  adds,  that  it 
comes  to  us  attested  by  one  of  tlie  most  esteemed  and  cautious 
of  our  missionaries  there.  "  Thousands  of  Bibles  are  bought 
with  avidity,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  people,  who  still  follow 
the  false  prophet,  are  honoring  Christ  and  his  teachers.  What 
hath  God  wrought ! " 

The  President  of  the  American  Bible  Society  recently  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  most  of  the  crowned  heads  of  the  old  world, 
to  which  he  has  received  interesting  and  appropriate  replies. 
Accompanying  the  President's  letter  to  each  monarch,  was  a 
very  beautiful  and  highly  finished  copy  of  the  Word  of  God,  as 
published  by  the  American  Bible  Society,  inclosed  in  a  rose- 
wood box ;  which  copies  were  furnished  for  this  purpose,  by  the 
munificence  of  one  of  our  esteemed  fellow-citizens. 

Without  detaining  you  to  listen  to  any  of  this  correspondence, 
I  venture  to  read  the  reply  of  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands 
to  the  delegation  which  presented  the  Letter  and  the  Bible  to 
him.  It  is  rendered  doubly  interesting  from  the  fact,  that  the 
writer  speaks  of  a  pation  so  recently  emerged  from  barbarism, 
and  which,  within  the  recollection  of  some  now  present,  actually 
destroyed  their  idols,  and  waited  for  God's  law,  in  literal 
fulfillment  of  prophecy,  while  the  Missionary  and  the  Bible 
were  on  the  ocean,  wending  their  way  to  these  very  Isles  of 
the  Sea. 

The  volume  you  present  me  in  behalf  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
and  the  letter  with  which  it  is  accompanied,  I  receive  with  a  mingled 
feeling  of  pleasure  and  reverence.  When  I  remember  the  moral  illumi- 
nation, and  the  sense  of  social  propriety,  which  have  spread  throughout 
these  islands,  in  proportion  as  the  Holy  Scriptures  have  been  circulated, 
I  cannot  but  admire  and  respect  the  human  agency  through  which 
Providence  has  effected  its  benign  purpose.  But  of  all  the  members  of 
the  institution  there  is  none  with  whom  I  could  more  gladly  find  myself 
in  communication  than  with  its  Secretary,  whose  labors  have  won  for 
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him  a  name,  among  Christian  philanthropists,  which  might  excite  a  world 
to  emulation. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  echo  the  tone  of  fervent  gratitude  and  admiration 
with  which  you  allude  to  the  happy  changes  effected  by  the  dissemina- 
tion of  God's  holy  Word.  But  from  the  position  I  occupy,  the  facts 
meet  me  whichever  way  I  turn  my  eye.  I  see  them  every  day  and 
every  hour.  I  see  principles  taking  root  among  my  people,  that  were 
unknown  and  unintelligible  to  them  at  that  dark  period  of  our  religious 
history  to  which  you  have  referred.  They  have  now  a  standard  by 
which  to  judge  of  themselves,  and  of  each  other,  as  members  of  society. 
Without  that  standard,  no  law  but  the  law  of  autocratic  power  could 
have  ruled  them.  Its  absence  would  have  rendered  the  gift  of  free 
institutions,  such  as  they  now  enjoy,  a  worse  than  useless  act  of  magna- 
nimity on  the  part  of  my  predecessors.  The  commerce  and  intercourse 
with  other  countries,  to  which  we  owe  our  present  prosperity,  would 
have  been  checked  by  numberless  difficulties.  In  one  word,  we  see 
through  all  our  relations  the  effect  of  those  aspirations  and  principles 
inculcated  by  the  Sacred  Volume. 

I  should  be  wanting  to  myself,  did  I  not  express  the  gratification  I 
feel,  in  seeing  here  present  some  of  those  who  were  the  first  to  labor  in 
the  vineyard.  Although  they  look  for  their  reward  elsewhere,  they  will 
not  reject  my  passing  tribute  of  respect.  Their  labor  has  been  long,  and 
their  anxiety  great,  but  their  constancy  and  patience  have  equaled  the 
emergency.  The  result  of  their  life's  work  may  even  disappoint  them,  if 
they  judge  of  it  by  the  anticipation  of  their  more  sanguine  years.  Yet 
in  their  decline  of  life,  they  see  some  of  the  fruits  they  prayed  for ;  and 
they  will  not  complain,  when  they  remember  that  the  measure  of  their 
success  is  from  above. 

Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  personal  share  in  the  presentation, 
and  through  you  to  express  my  kindest  acknowledgments  to  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society. 

One  of  our  secular  papers  has  recently  reprinted,  from  two 
numbers  of  the  London  Packet,  a  most  striking  anecdote,  and 
one  which  appears  to  be  well  authenticated,  illustrating  not  only 
the  power  of  the  prayer  of  faith,  in  sustaining  under  the  sever- 
est trials,  but  also  the  power  of  God's  Word,  even  upon  the 
hardened  heart  of  the  robber  and  murderer. 

THE   LADY  AND   THE    ROBBER. 

In  a  large,  lonely  house,  situated  in  the  south  of  England,  there  once 
lived  a  lady  and  her  two  maid  servants.  ITiey  were  far  away  from  all 
human  habitations,  but  they  seemed  to  have  felt  no  fear,  and  to  have 
dwelt  there  peacefully  and  happily.  It  was  the  lady's  custom,  with  her 
maids,  to  go  round  the  house  every  evening  to  see  that  all  the  windows 
and  doors  were  properly  secured.    One  night  she  had  accompanied  them 
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as  usual,  and  ascertained  that  all  was  safe.  They  left  her  in  the  passage 
close  to  her  room,  and  then  went  to  their  own,  which  was  quite  at  the 
other  side  of  the  house.  As  the  lady  opened  the  door,  she  distinctly 
saw  a  man  under  her  bed.  What  could  she  do  ?  Her  servants  were  far 
away,  and  could  not  hear  her  if  she  screamed  for  help ;  and  even  if  they 
had  come  to  her  assistance,  these  three  weak  women  were  no  match  for 
a  desperate  housebreaker.  How,  then,  did  she  act?  She  trusted  in 
God.  Quietly  she  closed  the  door,  and  locked  it  on  the  inside,  which 
she  was  always  in  the  habit  of  doing.  She  then  leisurely  brushed  her 
hair,  and  putting  on  her  dressing  gown,  she  took  her  Bible  and  sat  down 
to  read.  She  read  aloud,  and  chose  a  chapter  that  had  peculiar  refer- 
ence to  God's  watchfulness  over  us,  and  constant  care  of  us,  by  night 
and  by  day.  When  it  was  finished  she  knelt  and  prayed  at  great  length, 
still  uttering  her  words  aloud,  especially  commending  herself  and  ser- 
vants to  God's  protection,  and  dwelling  upon  their  utter  helplessness, 
and  dependence  upon  Him  to  preserve  them  from  all  dangers.  At  last 
she  rose  from  her  knees,  put  out  her  candle,  and  laid  down  in  bed ;  but 
she  did  not  sleep.  After  a  few  minutes  had  elapsed,  she  was  conscious 
that  the  man  was  standing  by  her  bedside.  He  begged  of  her  not  to  be 
alarmed.  **  I  came  here  to  rob  you,  but  after  the  words  you  have  read, 
and  the  prayers  you  have  uttered,  no  power  on  earth  could  induce  me  to 
hurt  you,  or  to  touch  a  thing  in  your  house.  But  you  must  remain  per- 
fectly quiet,  and  not  attempt  to  interfere  with  me.  I  shall  now  give  a 
signal  to  my  companions,  which  they  will  understand,  and  then  we  will 
go  away  and  you  may  sleep  in  peace ;  for  I  give  you  my  solemn  word  no 
one  shall  harm  you,  and  not  the  smallest  thing  belonging  to  you  shall  be 
disturbed."  He  then  went  to  the  window,  opened  it,  and  whistled 
softly.  Returning  to  the  lady's  side  (who  had  not  spoken  or  moved)  he 
said,  "  Now  I  am  going.  Your  prayer  has  been  heard,  and  no  disaster 
will  befall  you."  He  left  the  room,  and  soon  all  was  quiet,  and  the  lady 
fell  asleep,  still  upheld  by  that  calm  and  beautiful  faith  and  trust.  When 
the  morning  dawned  and  she  awoke,  we  may  feel  sure  she  poured  out  her 
thanksgivings  and  praises  to  Him  who  had  **  defended  "  her  **  under  his 
wings"  and  "kept"  her  "  safe  under  his  feathers,"  so  that  she  was  not 
*•  afraid  of  any  terror  by  night."  The  man  was  true  to  his  word,  and 
not  a  thing  in  the  house  had  been  taken.  Oh  !  shall  we  not  hope  that 
his  heart  was  changed  from  that  day  forth,  and  that  he  forsook  his  evil 
courses,  and  cried  to  that  Saviour  •*  who  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that 
which  is  lost,"  and  even  on  the  cross  did  not  reject  the  penitent  thief. 
From  this  story  let  us  learn  to  put  our  whole  trust  and  confidence  in 
God.  This  lady's  courage  was  indeed  wonderful ;  but  "the  Lord  wad 
her  defense  upon  her  right  hand,"  and  "with  him  all  things  are 
possible." 

Additional, 

We  have  received  an  extract  from  a  letter  fully  corroborating  the 
remarkable  anecdote  of  "The  Lady  and  the  Robber"  in  our  October 
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number,  and  adding  some  facts  that  enhance  the  '^'onder  and  mercy  of 
her  escape.  We  quote  the  words  of  the  letter  :  ••In  the  first  place  the 
robber  told  her  that  if  she  had  given  the  slightest  alarm  or  token  of 
resistance,  he  had  fully  determined  to  murder  her ;  so  that  it  was  God's 
good  guidance  that  told  her  to  follow  the  course  she  took."  Then  before 
he  went  away,  he  said  :  **  I  nerer  heard  such  words  before  ;  I  must  have 
the  book  you  read  out  of" — and  carried  off  her  Bible,  willingly  enough 
given,  you  may  be  sure.  This  happened  many  years  ago,  and  only  com- 
paratively recently  did  the  lady  hear  any  more  of  him.  She  was  attend- 
ing a  religious  meeting  in  Yorkshire,  where,  after  several  noted  clergy 
and  others  had  spoken,  a  man  arose,  stating  that  he  was  employed  as 
one  of  the  book-hawkers  of  the  Society,  and  told  the  story  of  the  mid- 
night adventure,  as  a  testimony  of  the  wonderful  power  of  the  Word  of 
God.  He  concluded  with,  **  I  was  that  man."  The  lady  rose  from  her 
seat  in  the  hall,  and  said  quietly,  **  It  is  all  quite  true ;  I  was  the  lady," 
and  sat  down  again. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  George  R  Sampson, 
Esq.,  and  the  acceptance  of  it  was  moved  by  the  Be  v.  Wil- 
liam R.  Nicholson,  D.  D.,  of  this  city,  who  accompanied  the 
motion  by  appropriate  and  eloquent  remarks,  which  we  regret 
that  we  aie  unable  to  give. 

Bcv.  George  Richards  was  then  introduced,  and  spoke  as 
follows :  * 

Mr.  President  : 

By  the  courtesy  of  my  associates  on  your  committee,  I  stand 
here  to  speak  a  word  for  the  Book  which  needs  no  man's  com- 
mendation, but  deserves  all  men's  ;  the  Book  which  we  have 
been  laboring  togetlier,  through  these  years,  to  distribute  over 
this  Commonwealth,  over  the  ever-spreading  confederacy  of 
States,  and  the  wide,  wide  world. 

As  I  look  around  me,  and  memory  recalls  other  occasions  like 
the  present,  the  familiar  forms  and  faces  of  the  living  blend  in 
my  imagination  with  forms  and  faces  of  the  dead,  seeming  to 
come  up  Avith  us  on  this  annual  pilgrimage,  the  silent  yet  inter- 
ested witnesses  of  our  proceedings,  Ave  and  they,  they  and  we, 

*  This  Address,  first  delivered  substantially  before  the  Parent  Society,  was 
repeated,  at  our  anniTersary,  by  request  of  our  Committee. 
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pledging  anew  our  allegiance  to  this  holy  cause.     The  Resolu- 
tion which  I  am  invited  to  advocate  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  advantages  which  the  Bible,  in  our  yemacular,  has 
conferred  on  the  English-speaking  race,  should  encourage  this  and  kin- 
dred Societies  to  greater  efforts  in  extending  the  like  blessing  to  all  na- 
tions. 

Facts,  Sir,  are  stubborn  things.  Not  so  tractable  as  our 
theories,  less  easily  warped  and  biased  to  carry  a  point,  to  servjO 
a  purpose  ;  when  they  take  the  stand,  as  witnesses,  their  testi- 
mony is  the  more  reliable.  Why  ought  the  Bible  to  be  dis- 
tributed, at  great  pains  and  cost  over  the  world,  unless  it  is 
likely  to  benefit  the  world  ?  and  to  what  purpose  does  a  Book, 
so  old,  promise  well  for  the  future,  if  it  have  not  performed  well, 
in  the  past  ?  You  would  send  it  to  nations  not  yet  possessed  of 
it ;  what  has  it  been  doing  for  those  who  have  long  owned,  and 
read,  and  put  its  capabilities  to  proof  ? 

I  trust  no  one  will  apprehend  that,  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
day,  I  intend  to  traverse  this  wide  field ;  still  less,  to  gather  in  its 
ample  harvests.  Were  my  arm  strong  enough,  and  my  sickle 
keen  enough,  too  many  stout  reapers  and  loaded  wains  have  gone 
on  before.  I  design,  simply,  to  glean  afler  them,  and  add,  if  I 
may,  a  sheaf  or  two  to  the  capacious  and  well-stored  gamer. 
What  substantial  advantages,  then,  have  accrued  to  the  indomi- 
table, energetic  people,  of  which  we  are  a  part,  from  the  posses- 
sion and  use  of  God's  Word  in  their  mother  tongue  ?  I  shall 
specify  three,  and  glance  at  their  bearings  on  us  as  a  Bible  pub- 
lishing and  Bible  circulating  organization. 

First,  the  Book,  whose  claims  I  advocate,  has  helped  to  render 
these  English-speaking  communities  law  abiding.  Travel  among 
tlicm,  at  home  and  abroad,  and  notice  how,  in  the  main,  they 
are  submissive  to  authority ;  how,  almost  insensibly  and  invol- 
untarily, they  conform  to  rules  prescribed  ;  how  comparatively 
rare  are  wide-spread  insurrections,  sudden  popular  tumults, 
violent  upheavings  and  overtumings  of  the  foundations  of  soci- 
ety. As  a  general  thing,  on  both  sides  the  water,  we  go  to  our 
daily  toil  and  return  to  our  quiet  homes  ;  we  acquire  and  invest 
property,  help  to  establish  good  institutions,  lay  deep  and  broad 

our  plans  for  times  to  come  ;  and  all,  because  the  segis  of  law  is 
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over  us,  under  whose  shelter  wc  feel  it  safe  to  live  and  labor,  to 
devise  and  achieve,  for  our  own  and  the  generations  following. 

Has  the  Bible  conduced,  and  how,  to  this  prevalent  security 
and  tranquillity  ?  It  has,  and  in  two  ways.  It  has  enlightened 
the  mind,  and  quickened  the  conscience  of  the  law-makers, 
prompting  them  to  rear,  from  age  to  age,  a  system  of  enactments, 
that  have  had  at  heart  the  public  weal,  and  which  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  and  interest  of  the  citizen  to  respect  and  main- 
tain. Would  you  promote  obedience  to  law,  see,  first,  that  you 
have  laws  that  ought  to  be  obeyed,  laws  that  are  helps,  not  hiu- 
deranccs  to  virtue,  that  command  the  assent  of  the  sound  judg- 
ment and  moral  sense  of  the  community.  With  great  deference 
to  men,  whom  I  see  about  me,  to  whom  I  might  better  listen,  I 
venture  to  affirm,  that  not  only  are  specific  precepts,  of  both  the 
common  and  the  statute  law  of  England,  the  heir-loom  that  has 
come  down  to  us,  directly  borrowed  from  the  Hebrew  and  Chris- 
tian codes,  or  closely  imitated  from  them  ;  but,  that  the  funda- 
mental maxims  and  principles  that  underlie  the  constitutions  of 
both  countries,  were  either  drawn  from  these  Divine  Oracles,  or 
are,  at  least,  penetrated  and  pervaded  by  their  just  and  benefi- 
cent spirit. 

This  Book  has  done  another  thing,  no  less  essential ;  it  has 
fostered  among  the  governed  the  habit  and  principle  of  subordi- 
nation. The  fact  that  the  Bible  is  a  book,  a  written  revelation, 
the  thoughts  of  God,  in  the  words  of  God,  brings  the  reader  of 
it  into  an  attitude  of  submission.  A  learner,  in  that  act,  defers 
to  his  instructor.  Rationalism,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  deificiitiou 
of  human  reason  ;  it  must  think  out  its  creed,  which  comes  to 
mean,  must  originate,  invent  its  religion,  that  is,  worship  itself. 
This  overweening  pride  of  intellect,  impatient  of  dictation  from 
any  quarter,  carries  in  its  bosom  the  seeds  of  radicalism  and 
revolution.  Teach  men  reverently  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and 
you  teach  them  to  distrust  themselves,  to  bow  to  a  wisdom  supe- 
rior to  their  own. 

Then,  again,  the  student  of  the  Bible  confronts  God  on  every 
page,  as  a  personal  Being,  as  the  Father,  the  Friend,  the  Sove- 
reign, the  Judge  of  men.  Study  his  existence  and  attributes  in 
nature,  exclusively ;  in  the  stars,  groves,  streams ;  in  the  gigantic 
play  of  physical  forces,  and  the  steadfast  recurrence  of  physical 
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phenomena,  and  the  tendency  is  toward  pantheism,  to  make 
every  thing  God,  and  hence  nothing,  to  confuse  and  confound 
the  Creator  and  the  creation.  Now,  translate  these  ambiguo«s 
responses  into  articulate  language,  into  words  and  sentences,  and 
the  mind  swings  back  toward  theism,  toward  Deity — ^a  mind, 
addressing  himself  to  minds,  urging  upon  them  his  claims, 
assigning  to  them  their  duties,  holding  them  answerable  at  his 
tribunal.  The  Bible  reader  is  thus  initiated,  step  by  step,  into 
the  responsibilities  of  a  subject.  Ideas  of  a  Ruler,  and  a  rule, 
of  obligation  and  accountability,  become  ingrained. 

Then,  too,  the  Scriptures  expressly  enjoin  civil  obedience,  as 
a  religious  duty.  The  earthly  magistrate  represents  the  heav- 
enly, and,  as  such,  is  invested  with  a  share  in  his  prerogatives. 
Divine  authority  enforces  human.  Infinite  sanctions  add  tlieir 
weight  to  finite.  Every  way,  the  influence  of  this  Book  is  con- 
servative. It  eradicates,  or  tends  to,  the  rudiments  and  elements 
of  disorder.  It  implants  in  the  individual,  the  family,  the  state, 
a  wholesome  loyalty.  Not  all  the  enginery  of  secular  or  eccle- 
siastical tyrannies ;  tlie  frowning  fortresses,  the  troops  of  cav- 
alry, the  bristling  bayonets,  tlie  loaded  cannon,  the  dungeon,  the 
rack,  tlie  gibbet,  can  so  pacify  and  keep  quiet  the  masses,  as  can 
this  single  peace-speaking  Volume,  circulated,  read,  heeded. 
Look  at  Tuscany  to-day  ;  its  Grand  Duke  fled,  its  ancient  coun- 
cils dissolved,  its  time-sanctioned  restraints  withdrawn  ;  where 
is  the  guarantee  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  ?  Visit  Florence, 
its  capital,  lately  the  prison  of  the  Madiai,  where  the  Scriptures 
had  to  be  smuggled  into  the  house,  where  men  met  to  worship, 
as  did  the  old  Covenanters,  in  unfrequented  places,  under  cover 
of  the  night,  dogged  to  their  retreats  by  an  argiis-eyed  police  ; 
see  now,  on  a  public  thoroughfare,  along  the  banks  of  the  Amo, 
three  separate  congregations  on  the  Sabbath,  the  Scotch,  the 
Swiss,  the  Vaudois,  assembled  round  the  open  Word ;  look  in 
on  the  boys*  school,  and  the  girls'  school,  just  instituted  for 
Italians,  on  the  week  day,  and  where  this  Bible  is  the  text-book  ; 
see,  opposite  the  proud  sepulchres  of  the  Medici,  the  new  Bible 
depot,  accessible  to  all,  and  where  whosoever  will  may  enter 
and  provide  himself ;  and  behold  in  these,  and  the  agencies  and 
influences  that  emanate  from  these,  more  than  in  the  sword  or  the 
sceptre  of  Sardinia,  a  voucher,  under  God,  for  the  future  peace 
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and  good  order  of  the  long  desecrated  and  down-trodden  home 
of  Dante,  and  Galileo,  and  Michael  Angelo.  Man  must  be 
governed,  somehow.  Be  in  no  haste  to  lift  the  ponderous  yoke 
of  political  oppression,  till  you  are  ready  to  substitute  for  it  the 
silken  cords  of  an  intelligent  and  conscientious  submission. 

My  second  point  is,  that  the  Bible  has  imbued  these  English- 
speaking  communities  with  the  spirit  of  liberty.  There  is  an 
expansive  force  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  nature  and  character,  which, 
pent  within  too  narrow  limits,  must  and  will  assert  itself,  and 
make  a  way  for  itself.  In  what  system  of  jurisprudence  do  you 
look  for  the  Habeas  Corpus,  Bills  of  Rights,  the  license  to  bear 
arms,  to  meet  in  popular  assemblies,  to  be  tried  by  one's  peers 
in  open  court,  the  privilege  of  free  speech  and  a  free  press  ? 
Where  can  you  travel  to  and  fro  without  permit  from  the  police ; 
without  a  passport,  to  be  examined  and  vised  at  every  frontier, 
your  name,  your  age,  your  occupation,  the  color  of  your  hair, 
the  shape  of  your  nose,  the  length  of  your  chin,  duly  noted  and 
recorded  ;  your  fellow  traveler  in  the  diligence,  the  barber  who 
shaves  you,  the  waiter  at  your  table,  all  ears,  catching  up  your 
odds  and  ends  of  talk  to  retail  them  at  official  quarters  ?  Where 
does  a  perpetual  suspicion  surround  you  like  the  atmosphere, 
pursue  you  like  your  shadow,  peer  into  your  letter  at  the  office, 
listen  at  your  key-hole,  bend  above  you  in  your  dreams,  to  over- 
hear and  report  ?  Not  in  England,  nor  America,  nor  in  Canada, 
nor  in  Australia.  And  what  maketh  us  to  diflfer  ?  The  dissem- 
ination of  the  Bible  largely  accounts  for  it.  A  man  holds  in  his 
hands  a  Book,  which  he  believes  to  be  from  Grod,  informing 
him  of  his  duty,  forewarning  him  of  his  destiny,  proffering  him 
its  aid,  in  the  discharge  of  the  one,  and  preparation  for  the 
other ;  who  is  to  lord  it  over  him  ?  Between  these  covers, 
bearing  the  seal  and  sign  manual  of  Heaven,  is  the  charter  of 
his  liberties.  Living  on  terms  of  daily  correspondence  with  the 
Supreme  Being,  he  must  be  proportionately  independent  of  his 
fellow-beings ;  their  smile  is  comparatively  worthless ;  their 
frown  comparatively  harmless  ;  powerful  and  exalted  though 
they  may  be,  he  and  they  are  essentially  on  a  level  before  that 
presence. 

He  must  be  somebody  to  have  had  such  a  Book  committed  to 
him — ^to  be  permitted  to  interpret  it — to  be  competent  to  appre- 
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ciate  it — so  masterly  in  its  style,  so  elevated  in  its  sentiments,  so 
profound  and  comprehensive  in  its  views — and  the  more  he  reads 
it,  the  higher  does  it  rise  in  his  esteem,  raising  him  with  it. 
Not  that  it  does  not  abase  him ;  it  does.  What  is  he  to  what 
he  might  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been — he  so  nobly  en- 
dowed— so  richly  privileged ;  yet  it,  at  the  same  time,  raises 
him  in  the  scale  of  being — ^teaches  him  to  realize  and  to  prize  his 
manhood— equips  him  becomingly  to  assert  it,  and  resolutely 
to  defend  it.  Here,  afler  all,  is  the  effectual  solvent,  that  is,  to 
undo  the  heavy  burden,  and  break  every  yoke.  Allow  no  other 
plea  for  emancipation  to  supplant,  or  rival,  or  thrust  itself  in  tho 
path  of  this.  It  melts  the  chains  at  once  from  limb  and  heart. 
Its  clear,  ringing,  trumpet-tongued  tone  "  proclaims  liberty  to 
the  captive,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  arc 
bound."  Print  it.  Circulate  it.  Do  nothing,  say  nothing  that 
will  cripple  or  impede  your  efforts  in  this  grand  enterprise  of 
philanthropy  and  charity.  Leave  it  to  others,  if  they  will»  to 
debate  questionable  measures — ^to  risk  doubtful  or  dangerous 
expedients — ^be  true  to  your  mission,  have  faith  in  God,  and  with 
an  open  and  liberal  hand,  scatter  broadcast  the  leaves  that  are 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

One  other  point,  and  I  will  relieve  your  attention.  Tho 
Bible  has  made  these  English-speaking  communities  Protestant. 
Against  what  has  it  taught  them  to  protest  ?  Spiritual  dogma- 
tism, for  one  thing.  Whatever  tends  to  disenthral  the  human 
mind,  must  arm  it  against  the  aggressions  of  systems  that  aro 
another  name  for  Tyranny.  The  very  alphabet  of  the  Papal 
and  kindred  creeds,  is.  Stop  reasoning,  and  believe.  Implicitly 
confide,  not  in  what  you  have  found,  after  suitable  investigation, 
and  on  satisfactory  evidence,  to  be  true,  but  what  you  arc  told 
is  true  by  your  priest,  God's  oracle  on  earth.  Take  his  word 
for  it,  and  ask  no  questions.  Put  your  intellect  in  leading  strings, 
and  let  your  ghostly  confessor  conduct  you  along  the  tortuous 
and  intricate  path  to  heaven.  But  what  if  this  guide  does  not 
know  the  way,  or  has  a  motive  to  mislead  you  ?  Hush !  it  is 
impiety  and  blasphemy  to  whisper  it  I  Put  your  hand  in  his  ; 
shut  your  eyes  ;  and  follow  him  :  his  is  the  responsibility,  not 
yours.  That  doctrine  does  not  go  down  with  the  Anglo-Saxon 
mind.     It  involuntarily  loathes  it,  rejects  it,  spues  it  out  of  its 
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mouth.  It  holds  with  its  own  Milton,  that  ^^  Christ  in  his  Churdi, 
hath  left  no  vicegerent  of  his  power ;  hut  Himself,  without 
deputy,  is  the  only  head  thereof:" — that  "  there  is  no  judge  or 
rule,  in  matters  of  religion,  hut  the  Scriptures,  and  these  to  be 
interpreted  by  the  Scriptures."  How  am  I  to  know  which  teacher 
to  believe,  unless  I  posses^  intelligence,  and  use  it  ?  and  if  I  may 
use  it  on  the  instructor,  why  not  on  the  lesson  ?.  God,  to  be  sure, 
is  infallible,  and  his  Word  final ;  but  this  cowled  and  shaven 
pretender  to  infallibility,  where  are  his  credentials  ?  Reason, 
surely,  docs  not  pick  him  out  of  a  crowd,  and  designate  him  at 
sight,  as  an  unerring  exponent  of  the  divine  mind  and  will ;  and 
if  it  did,  he  has  taught  me  to  disparage  reason,  and  appeal  from 
it.  " The  church  so  designates  me,"  he  says;  but  the  church, 
according  to  his  theory,  is  the  mere  aggregate  of  these  pretend- 
ers, testifying  in  favor  of  themselves,  and  one  another.  There 
is  a  more  trustworthy  source  of  information,  the  Book  which 
Papist  and  Protestant  alike  assert  to  be  the  Word  of  God. 
Wliat  says  it  ?  If  it  says  nothing ;  nay,  if  it  diso^\'^lS  and  pro- 
scribes these  dogmas;  if  its  bids  every  man  search  between 
these  leaves  as  for  hid  treasure — "  prove  all  thiugs,  and  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good ; "  if  its  explicit  direction  is,  ''  To  the 
law  and  to  the  testimony,  if  they  speak  not  according  to  this 
word,  there  is  no  light  in  them ; "  why  what  becomes  of  these 
domineering  and  arrogant  assumptions  ?  You  must  cliain  up 
your  free  English  Bible  again,  before  you  can  bring  bai'k  these 
nations  to  the  servility  which  our  fathers  spurned.  They  rolled 
off  this  mountain  incubus  from  themselves  and  their  posterity, 
when  they  struck  the  manacles  from  Grod*s  Word— opened  its 
dungeon — ^and  introduced  it  to  the  homes  and  hearts  of  English- 
men. Thank  God  that  this  unspeakable  gift^ — His  Word  in  the 
language  of  the  people — which  Luther  restored  to  the  German 
nations — and  Wyckliffe  and  his  successors  to  the  English^-can 
never  again  be  buried  under  the  rubbish  of  monkish  superstition, 
or  chained  to  the  pillar  of  church  or  monastery.  Since  it  burst 
its  bonds,  and  the  press  lent  it  wings,  it  has  become  the  very 
Angel  of  the  Apocalypse,  that  flew  through  the  midst  of  lieaven, 
having  the  everlasting  Gospel  to  preach  to  every  nation,  and 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people. 

Besides  the  dogmatism  of  the  Roman  and  kindred  churches, 
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is  their  materialism.  Their  worship  is  a  spectacle ;  altars,  cru- 
cilbces,  statues,  paintings,  relics,  the  consecrated  cup  and  wafer, 
the  tinkling  bell,  the  smoking  censer,  incessant  genuflections, 
appeal  to  sense  and  imagination,  and  produce  impressions,  felt 
rather  than  comprehended.  The  veiy  prayers  and  praises  must 
be  in  Latin.  Teach  men  to  read  their  Bibles,  and  this  dumb 
show,  this  masquerade,  loses  its  attraction.  The  student  of 
Scripture  knows  tliat  men  gazed  on  the  original  cross,  and  on 
Him  who  died  on  it,  who  were  none  the  better.  The  meaning 
of  that  sacrifice  needs  to  be  fathomed,  the  need  of  it,  the  nature 
of  the  victim,  the  relation  of  his  sufferings  to  the  law  violated, 
and  to  the  violator  of  it.  The  complete  circle  of  truths  which 
constitute  the  scheme  of  redemption,  is  to  be  surveyed  in  the 
blended  lights  which  these  two  Testaments,  Old  and  New,  com- 
bine to  shed  upon  it.  No  doubt  some,  and  we  hope,  many,  bom 
and  bred  in  Papal  countries,  may  look  beneath  these  disguises, 
to  the  Christianity  which  they  rather  conceal  than  reveal ;  but 
most,  it  is  to  be  feared,  stop  short  with  the  iron  mask  which 
hides  from  them  that  Saviour  "  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal." 
Be  on  the  alert  then,  watch  and  seize  your  opportunities  to  in- 
troduce Bibles  into  France,  Spain,  Austria,  and  Italy  ;  and  how 
long  will  it  be,  before  the  gorgeous  minsters,  and  pompous 
ceremonials,  and  complicated  rituals,  begin  to  yield  the  ground 
to  the  simple,  spiritual  faith  of  the  New  Testament  ? 

Besides  the  dogmatism  and  materialism  of  these  degenerate 
churches,  is  their  absolute  antagonism  to  Christianity.  Wliether 
or  not  Popery  be  the  Antichrist  of  Scripture,  it  is  certainly  that 
of  history.  The  sovereign  Pontiff  defrauds  Christ  of  his  lord- 
ship over  the  church,  assuming  to  rule  it  for  Him.  Canonized 
saints  are  so  many  mediators,  trespassing  upon  the  province  of 
the  "  One  Mediator."  The  priest  in  the  mass,  claims  to  trans- 
mute bread  and  wine  into  the  veritable  body,  and  blood,  and 
spirit  of  the  Ix)rd,  and  to  offer  these  in  sacrifice,  though  "  Christ 
offered  himself  once  for  all."  The  virgin  mother  is  constrained 
to  dethrone  her  Son  ;  churches  are  erected  to  her  honor,  shrines 
hallowed  to  her  worsliip,  festivals  bear  her  name,  and  celebrate 
her  praises  ;  while  that  Son  pointed  to  his  disciples  and  said : 
"  Behold  my  mother  and  my  brethren  :  Whosoever  shall  do  the 
will  of  my  Father  in  heaven,  the  same  is  my  brother,  and  sister, 
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and  mother."  Much,  no  doubt,  is  made  of  the  cross  in  Papal 
countries ;  it  glitters  from  dome  and  spire,  it  surmounts  the 
altar,  it  heads  the  procession,  it  sparkles  on  the  breast,  and 
swings  from  the  girdle  ;  men  uncover  their  heads  as  it  goes  by. 
Yet  the  great  expiation,  of  which  that  cross  is  the  mere  symbol, 
is  underrated,  is  deemed  insufficient,  the  penitent  who  looks  to 
it,  is  afraid  to  trust  in  it ;  he  must  do  penance ;  frequent  confes- 
sion must  procure  him  frequent  absolution ;  he  has  to  buy  his 
passport  to  the  skies,  feeing  the  priest  to  atone  for  him  while 
living,  and  to  drag  him  out  of  purgatory,  when  dead.  Who, 
that  has  eyes  and  ears,  needs  to  be  told  that  these,  and  the  like 
errors  and  perversions,  have  overrun  the  larger  part  of  Christen- 
dom ?  Against  one  and  all  of  them,  our  Bible  utters  its  remon- 
strance. They  are  repugnant  to  its  entire  aim  and  spirit.  Let 
men  study  this  Book  with  minds  open  to  conviction,  and  they 
will  renounce  them.  They  will  abjure  Popery,  if  they  do  not 
embrace  Christianity.  The  head  will  be  convinced,  though  the 
heart  should  be  withheld ;  for  the  Spirit  of  truth  must  accom- 
pany the  truth,  if  the  whole  man  is  to  be  led  captive.  Task, 
then,  your  presses,  to  multiply  these  Volumes  ;  distribute  them 
where,  and  when  you  may ;  invite  and  persuade  to  their  perusal ; 
read  them  to  those  too  ignorant,  or  too  indifferent,  to  read  them 
for  themselves ;  and,  withal,  pray  that  He  who  inspired  the 
Word,  and  commissioned  it,  will  go  with  it,  to  render  it  effectual ; 
and  gradually,  perhaps,  but  steadily,  the  pall  will  be  lifted  from 
the  human  mind,  reason  will  wake  to  its  responsibilities,  priestly 
supremacy  will  wane,  gilded  crucifixes  will  give  place  to  a  con- 
trite trust  in  a  Redeemer ;  "  the  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment, 
and  fiery  indignation,"  darkening  the  path  of  life,  deepening  the 
gloom  of  death,  which  tears,  and  prayers,  abstinence  and  vigil, 
confession,  absolution,  extreme  unction,  prove  unavailing  to 
dispel,  will  be  succeeded  by  the  peace  that  passeth  understand- 
ing, the  peace  of  forgiven  sin,  of  a  conscience  reconciled  to  itself 
and  its  God,  leaning  its  throbbing  and  aching  temples  on  the 
bosom  of  an  Infinite  Love. 

The  resolution  was  adopted ;   and  the  meeting  was  closed 
with  the  doxology  and  benediction. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 

PREVIOUS  TO  rrs  incorporation. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 

4 


26 

3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
ejecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetta. 

Whereas,  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Jamea 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Biblb 
Society  of  Massachusetts. 
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Sbc.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phillips, 
and  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im- 
proved for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sbc.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  afores^d  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Anuual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    1. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  "  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  efiect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ABTICLB   ▼. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE   IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  id  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  Hhat  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE   X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  seroi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository, — 
each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  persons. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  (1,00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order  ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS    FOR   LIFE, 

BY  VIKTUB  OF  A  CONTEIBUTION  OP  TWENTY  DOLLARS  AND  UPWABDS. 


Abha,  Mra.  Pndoriek  R.,  AHmgi^iu 

^Adami,  John  duincjr,  Qmncy. 

Adaint,  Nebemiah,  O.  0.,  Boston, 

Adamii  Stephen  W.,  MoSway. 

Adkint,  Him  Marjr  J.,  S^mtk  DtwpU. 

Albree,  John,  BooUnu 

Albro,  John  A.,  D.  a,  Camkriig*. 

Albro,  Mra.  Elisabeth  8.      •* 

Albro,  Hin  Annie  E.  " 

Alden,  Almira  SL  C,  Fozhoro*. 

Alden,  Rueiell,  Camfllo. 

Allen,  Richard  H.,  Brmimtroo, 

Andrews,  Artemai  P.,  FiUkkwrg, 

Andrew!,  C.  L.,  Boston. 

Andrewa,  W.  T.      " 

*Appleton,  Samnel,  Boston, 

Appleton,  William,      •* 

Atwood,  John  W.,  Ckutkaw^ 

Babcook,  Mra.  Nancjr,  Boston, 

Babeoek,  Rev.  William  R.,  Jammkn  PUin, 

Baeon,  Jaoob,  Okmeuttr. 

Baker,  Mn.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  Doreho$ter, 

Baker,  Francii,  Somtk  Danvors, 

Barber,  Martin,  Sksrhorn. 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brifhton. 

Barnard,  WiUiam  P.,  JlforUere.* 

*Bamea,  WilUam,  <* 

Bartlett,  Thomas,  BoHon, 

Bajrlejr,  Robert,  M)swkmfptrU 

Beal,  Alexander,  Boston, 

Beebe,  Jaroet  M.  ** 

Beebe,  Mra.  Jamea  Bi.  ** 
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Beebe,  Charlei  E. 

Beebe,  Franei*  L. 

Beebe,  Edward  P. 

Beebe,  Emiljr  B. 

Beebe,  Mary  I* 

Beecher,  Rev.  William  H.,  JVe.  Br9oJ(fisl4, 

Belknap,  Miaa  Martha  M.,  FraminghmM, 

Blanehard,  Miai  Franoea  C,  OraCen. 

Blood,  Cjrrua,  WindUster. 

Bodwell,  Rev.  J.  C,  Ftammfk^m, 

«Bond,  GecHfe,  Bosttm. 

Bowera,  Luke  K.  «< 

Bowen,  Mra.  Cara  H.    ** 

Bnekett,  JtiiMa,  Qainef « 


*Braman,  Rer.  laaae,  Oesrgetewn, 
Brant,  Aaron,  South  Reading, 
Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  Sontkboro*, 
Brewer,  Cjrmi,  Dorckesttr, 
Brickett,  Franklin,  HavorkUl, 
Briggi,  Rer.  William  T.,  Prineetsn. 
Briggt,  Mra.  Abbjr  L.  " 

*Brom6eld,  Elisabeth,  Boston. 
*Brooka,  Peter  C.  « 

Brooka,  Peter  a  ** 

Brown,  Joaeph,  Qrolon, 

Bulklejr,  Mra.  Catharine  P.  " 
Burge,  Lorenso,  Boston, 
Burr,  Charles  C,  Jiuhnmdals. 
Borrage,  J.  C,  Boston. 
Butler,  Rev.  Daniel,  Qrolon. 
Butler,  Mra.  Jane  D.      ** 
Cadjr,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  WoH  CamkridfS. 
Cadj,  Mrs.  Harriet  &  •* 

Capen,  Mrs.  Charles,  FraminghttM, 
Capen,  Misa  C.  Elisabeth,    <* 
Carpenter,  Catharine  E.,  Foxboro\ 
Carpenter,  Daniel,  " 

Cary,  George  C,  A*.  Briigsw^Lsr, 
Ctitj^  Mra.  Mary  D.,  Fozbonf, 
Chapin,  Caleb  T.,  WkitinsvOls, 
Chose,  Ann  Maria,  HnerkilL 
Chase,  Hesekiah  A.,  Lfnn, 
Child,  Miss  Luey,  Tkstfsrd^  VL 
Cbilds,  Carlos,  Hsnniksr^  Jf.  H, 
Childs,  Horace,  ^ 

Choate,  David,  Saton. 
*Clap,  Jamea,  Dorchsstor, 
Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Boston, 
Clapp,  James  B.  ** 

Clapp,  John  iX  » 

Clark,  James  O.,  Andnsr, 
Clark,  John  L.  <* 

Clark,  Jonathan,  Winthutsr. 
Clark,  Oliver  R.  ** 

CUrk,  Miss  Nelly,  Sksrbvrn, 
Clark,  Rev.  P.  K.,  SoyUk  DoerfiOd, 
Clark,  Rev.  Rufus  W.,  Brooklfn^  A*.  T, 
Clarke,  Mra.  Adelisa  H.,  JIfetfisay. 
Clarke,  Francis,  HavsrkUL 
Clary,  Mn.  8.  &,  JttUsmd. 
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CleaToland,  Waldo,  Sautk  DurJUU. 

CliflTord,  Wyatt  B.,  Ckatkam. 

Cobb,  Jacob,  AHugttn. 

Cobb,  Ret.  L.  H.,  Andc9§r, 

•Cobb,  Richard,  BoHon. 

•Codman,  Chariot  R.  '* 

Codmao,  Mrs.  Catharine,  ** 

Colby,  Albert,  « 

Cole,  MiM  Ella  A.,  Medw^y, 

Conn,  Horace,  IVobMm, 

Cook,  Aea,  Mtiwton, 

Coolidfe,  Joseph,  Boston. 

Coolidfe,  Lowell,  Skerbom, 

Copp,  Mra.  Fedora  F.,  ChoUta, 

Coueeo*,  Beulah  F.,  AVwCen  Cmire. 

Croeby,  Mra.  Rebecca,  Bootvm. 

Cartii,  Aboer,  £c#C  AbingUn, 

Cushman,  6«or(e  H.,  JVertJk  BridfewMter. 

Cotter,  Stephen,  WincktHer, 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.       ** 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Reading. 

Dana,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Dana,  Charlee  B.,  Brookline. 

Dane,  John  U.  " 

Dantell,  Mra.  Elisa  B.,  Medway. 

DaTis,  Alrah  M.,  UnvorkiU. 

Davii,  Mra.  Elisabeth  W.,  JVbrCAAero*. 

Davia,  Jamea,  Boston. 

Day,  Robert  L.,  A'eifC4m.      C  "  ^  '  ^'  ** 

Dickaon,  OliTer,  SomervUlo. 

Diekaon,  Mra.  Sarah  E.  " 

Denham,  Rev.  George,  Bmrrt. 

Deoham,  Mra.  Clara  D.    ** 

Diz,  Mra.  Elijah,  Boston. 

Dodd,  Rev.  8.  O.,  ^tncor. 

Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Harvard. 

Dodge,  Mra.  Ann  8.      ** 

Dodge,  Mra.  J.  M.  C,  Andovtr. 

Doggett,  Mra.  Franoea  L.,  Orovtland. 

*Dorr,  John,  Boston. 

*Dow,Jo«iah,    «* 

*Dowae,  Edward,  Dodkam. 

Dudley,  P.  W.,  WkUinsviUo. 

Dunlap,  Sumner,  8outk  DoorJUld. 

Dunn,  Edward  U.,  Boston. 

Dutch,  Elisabeth  M.    " 

Dyer,  Rev.  E.  Porter,  Hingkam. 

Eager,  William,  Boston. 

Eames,  Mra.  Nancy,  Skorkom. 

Eastborn,  RL  Rev.  Manton,  Boston. 

Eaton,  Ebeuy  Frmmingkam. 

Eaton,  Miaa  Martha  W.,  FiUkhtrg. 

Eaton,  William,  Boston. 

Eaton,  William  J.,  IVsHhoro*. 

*Eliot,  Samuel,  BeaCaii. 

Eliot,  Samuel  A.     ** 

*Elwell,  Robert,     <* 

Emery,  Mn.  Htniat,  Ifmtk  tf$ffmtvtk, 
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Everett,  Edward,  Boston. 
Faroaworth,  Mra.  Abel,  GroUn. 
Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  Cnwtkridg^ 
Fay,  Cyrut,  Wostkoro*, 
Fearing,  Albeit,    ^oatoii. 
Fearing,  Mra.  Albert,  « 
Fiaher,  Miaa  Elisa,  Medwif, 
Fits,  Rev.  Daniel,  Jfswiek. 
Fletcher,  Btillman,  Wbsekosttr, 
Ford,  Rev.  George,  KaH  FaUnmUk. 
Ford,  Thomas  A.,  Boston. 
Ford,  Thomaa  A.,  JfoHk  Bridgowattr. 
Ford,  Mra.  Elisa  C.       *' 
Foadick,  Charles,  Oroton, 
Foadick,  Frederick,    «« 
Foadick,  Roae,  " 

Foadick,  Samuel  W.  «« 
Foadick,  Mias  Mary,  *< 
Foeter,  Rev.  Aaron,  E.  CkarUwtonL 
Foeter,  Mias  Elisa  C,  Rowltf. 
*Franoia,  Ebeneser,  Boston. 
Furber,  Rev.  Daniel  L.,  MhMon. 
Furber,  Mra.  Maria  B.         ** 
Gale,  Rev.  Wakefield,  Rockport. 
Gale,  Mrs.  Wakefield, 
Gale,  Juatio  Edwards, 
Gorrette,  Rev.  Edmund  Y.,  MiUhmrjf. 
Garretto,  Mrs.  Prsnsenia  W.      ** 
Garretto,  Mary  Spring,  ** 

*Oibbs,  Mrs.  Mary,  Boston. 
Gilman,  Miaa  Rebecca  I.,  Bra^ord. 
Gordon,  Solomon  J.,  Booton. 
Gordon,  Mra.  Rebeooa,  <* 
Gordon,  Jeonnie, 
Gott,  J.  R.,  Roekpori. 
Grant,  Moaea,  SesCeii. 
•Gray,  Francia  C.  ** 
♦Gray,  Henry,         " 
Gray,  Horace, 
Gray,  John  C. 
Green,  Rev.  J.  8.  C,  Jfnoion. 
Greenwood,  Mra.  Bally  K.,  Skorkom. 
•Grew,  John,  Boston. 
Jlale,  E.  J.  M.,  HavorkM. 
Hall,  Mrs.  Joseph  F.,  Oroton. 
•Uammatt,  Mra.  Mary,  Boston. 
Hammond,  Rev.  William  B.,  Broimirss. 
Hammond,  Mra.  Louiae  M.  ** 

Hardwick,  Thomaa,  Quinsy. 
Haatinga,  Hollis,  Fraodngkmwu 
Hatch,  Benjamin,  Cost  FsIsmvO. 
Hawse,  Cynthia,  Wrsmtkom. 
Hay  ward,  Eliaa,  Bmintr—. 
Hay  ward,  Paul,  Askkjf. 
Headley,  Rev.  P.  C,  OrtotsfUU. 
Heard,  John,  Ifomck. 
Hebron,  Miss  Priseilk,  Jtevlsy. 
Hcney,  Jacob,  flMK^irs'. 
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Hewini,  L«vi  R.,  FoxhartI'. 
*HigginfOfi,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boaton, 
HiMrath,  Mn.  Marj  R.,  Oratmu 
*nill,  Henr/,  Botton. 
Hill,  Jotham,  Wahmm, 
Holm,  J.  P.,  ManiktUr. 
*Uolnei,  Abiel,  D.  D.,  C*mhriig9. 
Ilolmei,  Miu  £.  A.,  Jladammuy^' 
Homer,  Charlee  W.,  Cmwtbridgi. 
Hooker,  (George  B.,  Skerbom, 
Hooper,  Robert,  Btnitim. 
Hoppin,  Rer.  Jamei  M.,  Saint.  "^ 
Hovey,  George  O.,  Boston, 
How,  Frederick,  Dmnteri, 
*How,  Jamee,  Boston, 
*llowe,  John,       " 
Howof,  Colliof,  Ckntkam, 
Howard,  Carj,  Jfyrth  Bridgnomtgr, 
Howard,  David,         " 
Uojt,  Mra.  Maria,  Frnminghmm, 
Httlbert,  Charlee,  Booton, 
Humphrey,  Daniel,  Jforth  ffoymotUk, 
*Uy»lop,  David,      Boston, 
Jaek«ou,  Jamee,  " 

•Jaekcon,  Patrick  T.  " 
JephsoQ,  MiM  C.  R.,  BrooUins. 
Johneon,  Mn.  Emma  E.,  Bmdfoti, 
Johnson,  Peter  R ,  HoUiston, 
Johneon,  Mr*.  8.  W.,  Fwmingtsm^  Jf.  H. 
Jonee,  Henry  £.,  HMiston, 
Joy,  Mrs.  Abigail,  Boston, 
Keep,  N.  C.  " 

Keith,  Albert,  CnmfsUs, 
Keith,  Asia  B.,  Jihrtk  Bridgtwaitr, 
Keith,  Charles,  ** 

Keith,  Zeba  C,  CnmpolU, 
Kendall,  Mrs.  Abel  M.,  Bostsn. 
Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Foxboro*, 
Kerr,  Jane  K.  " 

Kettelle,  Jacob  O.,  Boston. 
Kimball,  David,  Bradford, 
Kingman,  Mis*  Sarah,  Bostmu 
*Knowle*,  Rev.  James  D.  ** 
^Cnox,  Mrs.  S.,  Roek  Islmnd^  III 
Lambert,  Rev.  Thomas  R.,  Ckarlssiown. 
Lamson,  Edwin,     Boston. 
Lamson,  Mrs.  Edwin,  **■ 
Lamson,  Helen,  " 

Lane,  Richmond  J.,  East  AHngion. 
Langworthy,  Rev.  I*aac  P.,  Ckstssa. 
Larkin,  Lydta  £.,  Sontk  Roading. 
Iia*ell,  Josiah,  AnbumdaU. 
*Lawrenee,  Amoe,  Boston. 
Lawrence,  Asa,  Oroton. 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  M.  A.       ** 
Lawrence,  Cartis,  ** 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Naoey  T.,  S«i«iii,  A*.  H, 
Leach,  Simeon,  SUu^Uan. 


Leavitt,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  G.,  Boston, 
Leeds,  Benjamin,  BrooUins, 
Leeds,  Benjamin,  Jr.    ** 
Loads,  Mrs.  Anne  B.     ** 
Leeds,  Miss  Aone  O.    " 
Leravoar,  Issachar,  Btvsrlf. 
Leland,  Calvin,  Jr.,  A'atiek. 
Leonard,  Elixa,  Fozboro*. 
Leonard,  James  M.,  Bridgswatsr. 
Lewis,  Reuben,  Oroton. 
Lincoln,  F.  W.,  Jr.,  Boston. 
Ijineoln,  Noah,  " 

Little,  Rev.  B.  G.,  Mrrth  Middlsboro*. 
Livermore,  George,  Cambridgs. 
*Loeke,  Ephraim,  Boston. 
Locke,  Miss  Mary  O.,  Bradford. 
Loomis,  Rev.  B.,  Littleton. 
Lord,  John  A.,  Sovtth  Danvsrs. 
Lord,  Louisa  C,  Manekestsr. 
Lowell,  Chsrles,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
Lamb,  Witlism,  " 

Lyman,  Rev.  George,  Sutton, 
Manning,  Edward  W.,  H^obum, 
Marsh,  Elixsbeth  C,  HaoerkUL 
Marsh,  E.  J.,  Oroton. 
Marsh,  Miss  Julia  M.,  Uavsrkill. 
^Marston,  William,  Boston. 
•McKean,  William,     ** 
*McLean,  Mrs.  Ann,  ** 
Means,  Rev.  John  O.,  Rozimry. 
Means,  Mrs.  John  O.       ** 
Messenger,  Miss  Elixa,  Fitckhurg. 
Mills,  Rev.  C.  L.,  AVrCA  Bridgowmtsr. 
Mills,  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  •* 

Mizter,  Mrs.  Fanny  L.,  Boston. 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Usrdmkk. 
Mizter,  Mrs.  a  E.,  Roth  Island,  III. 
Moore,  Rer.  George,  Andovsr, 
Moar,  Rurus,  Oroton, 
Moidough,  Rev.  John  H.,  HamOion, 
Morley,  Rev.  S.  B.,  Williawutown. 
Morse,  Charlee  N.,  Foxboro*. 
Morse,  Miss  Emily  A.,  Bra4ford. 
Morse,  Henry,  Ateiei. 
Monger,  Rev.  Theodore  T.,  Dorekistsr. 
Murray,  Rev.  James  O.,  Sontk  Danvsrs. 
Murray,  Mrs.  Jnlia  R.  « 

Nason,  Rev.  Elias,  Meiford. 
*Newell,  Montgomery,  Boston. 
Nichols,  James  R.,  HavsrkilL 
Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  Oroton. 
Norcroes,  Josiah,  Sontk  Reading. 
Nourse,  Daniel,  West  Atedwaf. 
Noyes,  Alva,  Jtortk  Bridgewater. 
Odlin,  Benjamin,  Exeter,  A*.  H. 
Odiio,  Mrs.  E.  T.  " 

Ordway,  Aaron  L.,  JVei*  York  eitf. 
Ordway,  MIm  Charlotte,  Bradford. 
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Paekaril,  Rov.  D.  Temple,  CamptQo, 
Paine,  Mm.  Sarah  M.,  Uolien, 
Paine,  Mitt  Sarah  C.        " 
*PaImer,  Rev.  Stephen,  ^Twikam. 
Pork,  John  C,  Boston. 

«Parker,  John,  " 

Parker,  Mri.  Sarah,  ** 

*Pa  rk man.  Franc  it,  D.D.,    " 
*Parkmaa,  Samue),  ** 

Parkman,  Mm.  Sarah,  ** 

Rarmenter,  Mra.  £.  J.  G.,  PUtrtkam, 
*Fanona,  Gorham,  Boston, 
*Paraonf,  William,       ♦* 
Partridge,  Joseph,  HoUiston, 
Patrick,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  Bedford. 
Paul,  Luther,  AVi0(4nt.      \,     ,^ 
Payion,  Min  Su^an,  Fozboro\ 
Peaae,  George  W.,  Salem. 
Pearaon,  Mi«f  Hannah  J.,  Lowell. 
Peckham,  Hubhard,  Petersham. 
*Perkini,  Jamea,     Boston. 
*Perkina,  Jamei,  Jr.     *^ 
•Perkins,  Thomai  H.    " 
Perlej,  Jacob,  South  Danvers. 
Perrj,  Mies  Catharine  U.,  Sherborn. 
•Peterf,  Edward  D.,  Boston. 
Pottee,  Mill  Eliza  J.,  Fozbaro*. 
Pottee,  Samuel  Gardner,  Sloughton, 
Phlllipi,  Alonzo  P.,  South  Danvers, 
Phillipf ,  Jonathan,  Boston, 
Phillipi,  Mra.  SaUy,     " 
•Phillipt,  William,       " 
Ptckard,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  Oroveland 
Pierpont,  Rov.  John,  Medford. 
Pond,  Almira  W.,  South  Maiden. 
Pond,  John  P.,  Boston. 
Pond,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Medtoay. 
Poor,  Joaeph,  South  Danvers. 
Poor,  Nathan  U.    " 
Porter,  Samuel  8.,  ffinehester. 
Pratt,  Cornelittf ,  JVortA  fVeymouth 
Pratt,  Galen,  ^orth  Bridgevater. 
Pratt,  Norton,  Braintree. 
•Preicott,  William,  J9o«(att. 
•Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Oeorgetoten. 
Prince,  Mra.  Sarah  B.      *' 
Proctor,  Thorndike,  South  Danvsrs. 
Uuincy,  Thomai  D.,  Dorchester. 
auincy,  Mra.  J.  C.  " 

Re«d,  Horace,  South  Abington. 
Rice,  Mw.  Agnea  1^,  Boston.  — -— 
Rice,  Mra.  Elizabeth,  Lawrsnce. 
Rice,  Mra.  Henry  A.         " 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Beverly. 
Richnrda,  Mra.  A.  M.,  Boston, 
Richarda,  J.  F.,  M.  D.,  Campello. 
RicbardaoD,  Benjamin  P.,  Boston, 
Richardson,  Lather,  Winchister, 


Riehardaon,  Somner,  IFtiieJkMtar. 
•Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boston, 
Eobbina,  Andrew,  Oroton, 
Robbina,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Boston, 
•Robbina,  Edward  H.  " 

Roberta,  Rev.  Jacob,  East  Medmaf, 
RoberU,  Mn.  Mary  A.       *« 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  Jforth  Bridgswater. 
Rockwood,  John,  Oroton. 
Roekwood,  Miaa  Polly  8.,  Jlskland, 
Rogera,  George,  Boston. 
•Rogers,  Rev.  William  M.,  Boston. 
Safford,  Rov.  George  a,  Jforthbridgs, 
•Saliabury,  Samuel,  Boston. 
Sargent,  L.  M.  « 

Sawtell,  Ephraim,  Oroton, 
Scudder,  Charles,  Boston. 
Seudder,  Mra.  Sarah  L.  ** 
Selfridge,  Thomas  O.     " 
Shattuck,  Andrew,  Oroton. 
Shaw,  Mra.  Hannah,  Boston. 
Sheldon,  Rev.  Luther,  Westhoro*. 
Sheldon,  Mn.  Sarah  H.        " 
Shiveriek,  Miaa  Mai  la  L.,  Campello. 
^Sigonrney,  Andrew,  Boston, 
Sigourney,  Henry,  ** 

•Slack,  Rugglea,  «* 

eiafter.  Rev.  Edmund  F.  " 
Small,  Samuel  A.,  MiUburf. 
Smith,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  PspporeU, 
Smith,  Rev.  Matson  M.,  BrUgspoH^  Ct, 
Smith,  Mrn.  Mataon  M.  ** 

Smith,  Norman,  M.  O.,  Oroton. 
Smith,  Riehaid,  South  Danvors. 
Smith,  Mra.  Charlotte, " 
•Smith,  Samuel,  Boston. 
Snow,  Mra.  Caroline,  M'ewlon. 
Snow,  Mra.  Mark,  Chatham. 
Southgate,  Rev.  Robert,  Ipswich. 
Southgate,  Mrs.  Mary  Frances,  " 
Spponer,  W.  B.,  Boston. 
Stoddard,  L.  T.,Brookline. 
Stone,  Rev.  Andrew  L.,  Boston. 
Stone,  Mra.  Matilda  F.         " 
Stone,  Martha  A.,  M'ewton  Centre. 
Sumner,  Mra.  H.  H.,  Fozhoro*. 
Tappan,  John,  Boston. 
Teele,  Rov.  Albert  K.,  Milton. 
Teele,  Mra.  Cornelia  C.    " 
I'emple,  Maik  M.,  Reading. 
Tenney,  Mra.  Mary  P.,  tfinehester. 
Thacher,  Miaa  Calista  C,  Jittleboro*. 
Thacher,  Mra.  Susan  C.  » 

Thatcher,  Mary  Ludlow,  Middleboro*.  '^ 
Thayer,  Amaaa,  Braintree. 
Thayer,  Ira, 
Thayer,  Mia.  Lilla, 
Thayer,  Mra.  Jane,  Boston, 
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Thayw,  Robert  H.,  XUthtrf. 

Tolowa,  Rev.  Saoioel  H.,  WUmiugtgm, 

Torrey,  MIm  EUsabetb  L.,  SmlA  tr§fmmik 

Tbrrey,  Jamee,  ^fhrtk  Wtfwt&mUL 

TiMk,  Mrs.  A.  H.,  MmmtkuUr. 

Tueker,  Rer.  Elijah  W.,  Ub^nrnt^  Or. 

Toeker,  Mra.  Hanoali  W.       « 

Tueker,  JeiM,        ^tllen. 

Toeker,  Nathan,  ** 

Tueker,  Iffa.  Nalhao,  *« 

Tueker,  WOUam,  DwrckuUr. 

Tattb,  MIm  Sarah,  Amdowtr* 

Tattle,  ThooMi,  Liltiitoii. 

Twiehen,  Joho  IL,  FiUhbmrg. 

Tj]»t,  Jerome  W.,  Bottom. 

Yoee,  Wimam  H.,  FiUhbmrg, 

Wakefield,  MIm  C,  Romdiug, 

Walea,  Eraatna,  ffett  JUndotfk. 

Waleo,  Miaa  Marj  Ann,  Bottom, 

Walker,  J.  &,  Ett  Moimu§, 

Walker,  Moaei,  BattrkiiL 

Walker, Roberto.    " 

•WaUey,  Samuel  H.,  BotUm, 

Walby,  Samuel  H.        «< 

Ward,  Artemaa,  **  "^ 

Weleb,  John,  «< 

Weld,Jamea,  '• 

Welb,  Mra.  Martha  O.,  JVWtUerw*. 

Wellmao,  Rot.  J.  W.,  JV^wCen. 

Wendell,  Mra.  Catharine,  Bottom, 
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Whlteomb,  Reuben, 
Whiteonb,  Reuben,  Jr. 
Whiteomb,  Mra.  Abby  F. 
Whiteomb,  Mra.  Louiaa  D. 
Whlteomb,  Miaa  Mary  M.      « 
'*White,  Jamea,  Bottom, 
White,  Joaiah,  PottrtUm, 
White,  Mri.  Mary  C,  Ceafen. 
White,  Newton,  Eott  Rmndolpk, 
WhiUn,  Charlea  P.,  frhiHrnomllo. 
Whitin,  Paul,  " 

Whitney,  Chariea  H.,  Pitekhtrg, 
'  iVhltney,  Mra.  Permella  V.,  Pottrtk^m 
*Wigylea worth,  Thomai,  BoHon. 
Wilcox,  Rot.  WiUiam  H.,  Rooding, 
Wild,  Daniel,  Bottom. 
Wilioo,  Rev.  Thomaa,  Sttmgkttm. 
Wioilow,  Pelham,  Emtt  JiHmgtom, 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Boottn, 
*Winthro|»,  Thomaa  L.    ** 
Withinftoo,  Otia,  BrookUnt. 
Wolcott,  William,  Domvort. 
Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  Httom. 
Wood,  EUaabeth  C,  Foxhtnl', 
Wooda,  Min  Abbie  Wheeler,  MaUtm. 
Wooda,  Joaeph  Wheeler,  Botttm. 
Woodi,  Samuel  H.  «* 

Woodward,  Ebeneser,  M^tmtem.  (  '  *  '  - 
•Worthlngton,  William,  Bottom. 
Wiley,  Mra.  Ann  B.,  South  Boadmg, 
Wyman,  William  G.,  FUekkurg. 
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20 
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2 

00 

7 

00 

Receipts  fbom  Mat  1,  1859,  to  Mat  1,  1860. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  First  Church,  Rev.  R.  Ellis,  pastor,     .        .        .        .    $  43  50 
Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street,  .        .        .      222  53 
Rey.  Mr.  Alden,  South  Boston,  .        .        36  07 

Rev.  Messrs.  Blagden  and  Manning,  Old  South,  94  38 
Rev.  Mr.  Field,  Salem  Street,     . 
Rev.  Dr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon,  . 
Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  Bowdoin  Street,  . 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street, 

Shawmut  Church, 

North  Russell  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Bromfield  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (1  l.  h.) 

Mrs.  T.  Gordon,  (1  l.  m.) 20  00 

Ford  &  Olmstead, 

A  friend,  $3  ;  do.  by  A.  Merrill,  $2  ;  do.  $1 ;  do.  $1 ; 
Collections  by  Mr.  Charles  Blanchard,  viz :  Six  Life 
Memberships, — Samuel  H.  Walley,  Jonathan  Phil- 
lips, Mrs.  Agnes  L.  Rice,  Miss  Mary  Ann  Wales, 
Moses  Grant,  and  Albert  Colby,  $20  each ;  J.  A.  D. 
Goss,  $5  ;  W.  S.  Houghton,  $5  ;  Seamen's  Episco- 
pal Mission,  $5 ;  J.  W.  Heard,  $3 ;  John  A. 
Whipple,  $3  ;  John  A.  Andrew,  E.  B.  Paine,  Frost 
&  Kimball,  Henry  Wainwright,  Gardner  Colby  & 
Co.,  Franklin  E.  Allen  &  Co.,  Hiram  Emerson, 
H.  A.  Huntington,  J.  Davis,  Jr.,  J.  S.  Hooper, 
J.  H.  Bradbury,  Charles  S.  Brown,  I.  Lombard, 
Foster  &  Taylor,  Whitton,  Hopkins  &  Co.,  Russell 
&  Tolman,  A.  T.  Brown,  F.  Kendall,  Daniel 
Chamberlain,  $2  each;  John  Anderson,  L.  &  J. 
Blanchard,  H.  A.  Mellen,  R.  W.  Sears,  H.  Baker 
&  Co.,  Charles  Dean,  S.  B.  Pierce,  C,  F.  Wyman, 
Beecher  Griffin,  J.  M.  Pierce,  and  H.  A.  Breed,  $1 
each ;  seven  friends,  $8 ; 198  00 

9  1,127  58 
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ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Ahdoyer,  Chapol  Congregation, $  75  00 

"         North,  Trin.  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  m.)     .  20  00 

«          South  Church  and  Parish, 75  00 

Beverly,  Washington  Street  Church  and  Society,     .        .        .  13  00 

**        A  Mend, 6  00 

Danvers,  South,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .  61  12 

Georgetown,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Beecher,       .        .        .        .  25  79 

Gloucester,  Elm  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,        .        .  3  75 

GroTeland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)         .  25  31 

Hayerhill,  Centre  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.)  64  00 

Ipswich,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)    .  57  20 

<*        South  Church  and  Society,  (1.  L.M.)          .        .        .  21  00 

Lynn,  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society,          .        .  15  08 
Manchester,  Society  of  Rev.  F.  V.  Tenney,  $12  29 ;  a  Mend, 

1  L.  M.  $20 ; 32  29 

Methuen,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (Il.m.).        .  377  5 

Newbury,  Byfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .  4  50 

Newburyport,  Belleville,  Society  of  Kev.  Mr.  Fiske,        .        .  58  39 

Rockport,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  30  00 
Salem,  Crombie  St.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  and  2  do.  ▲.  b.  s.)  80  00 

**     South  Church  and  Society, 43  91 

Saugus,  First  Church  and  Society, 10  00 

Topsfield,  A  lady, 2  50 

West  Newbury,  First  Church  and  Society 3  61 

••                  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Foster,    .        .        .        .  13  56 

$  777  76 
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If 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Ashby,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 

Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m 
Mrs.  Catharine  D.  Allen,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
A  friend,      ...... 

Boxborough,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Brighton,  Evan.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1 

Cambridge,  S.  T.  Farwell,  (2  l.  m.)  $40  ;  a  friend,  $1 ; 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (3  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

East  Cambridge,  Mrs.  J.  Tyler, 

Framingham,  Hollis  Evangelical  Church, 

Grantville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Groton,  Union  Orthodox  Church  and  Society, 
••       Mrs.  Mary  Woodbury,  (1  l.  m.) 

Holliston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 


L.  M.) 


) 


ft  11  00 

54  70 

30  00 

15  00 

1  50 

22  60 

41  00 

110  00 

9  00 

27  00 

20  61 

41  06 
20  00 

42  00 


39 


Hopkinton,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  and  Mcth.  Epis.  Church,  $  35  00 

I^ittlcton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,          .         .         .  10  50 

Medford,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         .  15  63 

Reading,  Old  South  Church, 12  38 

Saxonville,  Edwards  Church 12  00 

Sherbom,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Dowse,  for  Bible  in  Italy,         .  21  28 

"         Female  Heading  and  Benevolent  Society,          .         .  20  00 

Somcrville,  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  43  61 

South  Reading,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .         .  35  00 

•*               Burrage  Yale,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)        .         .         .  30  00 

Townsend,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .         .         .  17  58 

West  Cambridge,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  45  44 

Westford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         .         .         .  15  00 

Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.)        .  105  73 

Wobum,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .         .  66  74 


$  931  36 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Clinton,  First  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Fitchburg,  Religious  Charitable  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Grafton,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Holden,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Leicester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Leominster,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Lunenburg,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Millbury,  ]Mr.  Samuel  Small,  (1  l.  m.) 

*♦  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Small,  bequest.  (1  l.  m.) 

Northbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Petersham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Princeton,  C.  Temple,       ..... 
Royalston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Southboro',  Pilgrim  Evangelical  Church, 
Upton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Westboro',  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,     . 
Whitinsville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


$  697  02 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Hampdex  County  Bible  Society. — Mr.  James  Brewer f  Springfield^  TV. 

Donations, $  636  54 

On  Bible  account,  ($183  46.) 


$31 

73 

63 

09 

60 

00 

20 

00 

33 

24 

12 

50 

9 

60 

22 

00 

20 

00 

25 

00 

26 

00 

1 

00 

60 

16 

22 

00 

15 

78 

84 

05 

190  87 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 
East  Hawley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


.    $  14  00 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  WWiam  EUiot,  Grem^field,  TV. 

Ashfield,  First  Parish,  Gents.  Association,  $6  20 ;  Ladies'  do 

$9  03;       

**  Gknt.  and  Ladies'  Association,     . 

Second  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  $12 ;  do.  $12  87 
Bemardston,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
'Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
East  Charlemont,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h 
Greenfield,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.  ▲.  b.  s.) 
Montague,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.  ▲.  b.  s.)   . 

•<         Estate  of  the  late  Mrs.  Maria  T.  Richards,  (2  l.  m 

A.  B.  s.) 

Shelhuxnc,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  Gents.  Asso 
ciation,  $27  28 ;  Ladies'  do.  $23  90 ;  . 
Congregational  Church  and  Society,  Gents.  Asso- 
ciation, $23  81 ;  Ladies'  do.  $17  87 ; 
Legacy  of  Sarah  B.  Forbush,  by  E.  Kellogg,  Ex'r, 
Falls,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
South  Decrfield,  Monument  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.) 

**  First  Congregational    Church  and    Society 

(  X  Tj*  m.  a.  B.  S.)  .... 

Sunderland,   Congregational   Church  and  Society,  $1 ;    do 

$36  25 ;  (1  L.  M.  A.  B.  s.) 

Warwick,  Trinitarian  Church  and  Society, 
Whately,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


(I 


<i 


(( 


<f 


) 


Deduct  paid  for  printing. 


$15  23 
14  56 
24  87 
11  00 

19  13 
2  10 

20  00 
34  84 
30  00 

60  00 

51  18 

41  68 
114  28 

19  00 

20  00 

33  63 


37  25 

9  00 

30  00 

17  00 

$  604  75 

12  00 

$  592  75 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Braintree,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.)  $  30  06 

Braintree  and  Weymouth,  Union  Church,        .        .        .        .  17  78 

Dedham,  Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Burgess, 85  73 

Dorchester,  Second  Church  and  Society, 223  10 

Foxboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.)  .        .  67  30 

Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  47  92 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mrs.  Charles  Bradford, 4  00 

Medway,  Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Ide,  (1  l.  m.)     •        .        •        .  34  38 

«         El^'ah  Partridge 5  00 

*•        Village  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)       .        .        •  36  12 
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Milton,  First  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)  . 
Quincy,  Eyangclical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Kandolph,  East,  Winthrop  Church,  (1  l.  h.)   . 

Roxbury,  Eliot  Church, 

Weymouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 

Pilgrim  Church  and  Society, 

East,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
AVrentham,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Attleboro',  Calista  C.  Thacher,  (1  l.  m.)  . 
Berkley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Easton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m 
Norton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Kaynham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Taunton,  Winslow  Church,       .... 


) 


PLY^IOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.) 
**         East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
**         South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (I  l«  u 

Campello,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  h.) 

East  Bridgewatcr,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
*•  A  friend, 

Marshfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Middleton,  First  Parish, 

North  Bridgewatcr,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
**  Porter  Evangelical  Chiirch  and  Society, 

Plymouth,  Mrs.  Jane  Gordon,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 


$22  66 

17  00 

28  66 

71  06 

20  07 

16  00 

10  00 

13  00 

I  749  84 


$80  00 

6  00 

30  16 

40  15 

14  26 

10  84 

«  130  3S 


) 


$40  82 

18  18 

20  00 

60  00 

10  30 

1  00 

10  00 

26  63 

19  00 

62  77 

60  00 

$  807  70 


BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Ba&nstable  County  BiblK  Society. — Mr,  John  Munroe,  TV. 

Centreville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        .        .  $  13  16 

Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         .        .        .  23  00 

Provincetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,          .        .  6  60 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,    ....  7  26 

Methodist  Episcopal  Chapel,     ....  3  63 


4( 


6 


•  83  64 
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mSCELLANEOUS. 

Deny,  X.  H.,  Mr.  Nchemiah  Choatc,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Exeter,  N.  H.,  «  A  friend,"  $4 ;  $10 ;  f  10 ;    . 
Hennikcr,  N.  H.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Springfield,  0.,  Miss  Lucy  A.  Child, 
Walpole,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Simeon  N.  Perry,    . 


$30  00 

24 

00 

26 

02 

5 

00 

200 

00 

$  285  02 


COLLECTIONS. 

By  the  Rev,  E.  F.  Slaftbr,  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Newton  Lower  Falls,         .        .        .        .  $  30  00 

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston, 41  39 

Calyary  Church,  Danyers, 5  00 

"A  dew  drop  from  Willie," 1  00 

St.  Michael's  Church,  Marblehead, 70  00 

• 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Newburyport, 30  00 

St.  James'  Church  Amesbury,  on  Bible  account,  $3  64  ;  donation,   6  00 

Trinity  Church,  Hayerhill, 10  07 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Dorchester, 48  00 

Qrace  Church,  Lawrence, 23  25 

Ghrace  Church,  Newton  Comer, 20  00 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Chelsea, 10  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Charlestown, 50  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 50  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 483  00 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanover, 30  00 

From  G.,  Newton  Comer 50  00 

Christ  Church,  Waltham, 20  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline, 139  00 

Grace  Church,  Boston,  on  Bible  account,  $25 ;  donation,        .  45  00 

Grace  Church,  Salem, 30  00 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 278  75 

Christ  Church,  AndoTcr, 47  15 

St.  John's  Church,  East  Boston, 7  00 

St.  Matthew's  Church,  South  Boston, 6  00 


$  1,529  61 


[Other  ooUeetioot  made  by  Mr.  Slaptbe,  in  MatMchngetii,  have  been  paid  through 
other  Auxiliary  Sodetiet.] 
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LEQACIES. 

Newton,  Mn.  Abigail  Lamb,  by  Mr.  Ebeneter  Stone,  Ez'r,     .    $  fiO  00 
WhitinsvUle,  Ezra  W.  Fletcher,  by  P.  W.  Dudley,  Ez'r,         .      600  00 

$550  00 


Annual  subscriptions, $  447  00 

Returns  for  books  donated, 9  18 

Interest  and  dividends, 1,172  00 

Sales  at  the  Depository 11,121  18 

Amount  acknowledged  in  the  preceding  lists,  ,        .      $  21,132  57 


17  Pecuniary  remUtancet  mui  lettert  retoHng  to  the  bmineu  of  the 
DepotUory,  and  orden  for  Booki,  ahould  be  addreeeed  to  S.  T.  Fabwbll, 
Ageni^  No,  16  ComhiS,  Boeton, 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


FUESBNTED   BT  TUB 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITOKE 


or  THE 


BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


AT  TUEIR  ANNUAL  MEETING, 


IN     BOSTON, 


MAY  27,  1861,  B£ING  THE  FIFTT-SECOM)  A:«N1VEB8ABY. 


rrnLisuKO  by  ukdru  op  tiih  thuhtbed. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  T.  R.  MARVIN  &  SON,  42  CONGRESS   STREET. 

1861. 


OFFICERS 


OP  THE 


MASSACHUSETTS  BIBLE  SOCIETY  FOR  1861-62, 


Hon.  SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY, Pretideni. 

Rev.  WILLIAM  R.  NICHOLSON,  D.  D Vice  President. 

Rev.  GEORGE  W.  BLAGDEN,  D.  D Cor.  Secretary. 

Rev.  DANIEL  BUTLER, Rec.  Secretary. 

GEORGE  R.  SAMPSON,  Esq Treasurer, 

NATHANIEL  H.  EMMONS,  Esq.      AudU^. 


TRUSTEES. 


Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D. 

Rt.  Rev.  Manton  Eastburn,  D.  D. 

Rev.  John  S.  Stone,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Baron  Stow,  D.  D. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means, 

Rev.  Chandler  Robbins,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Fales  H.  Newhall, 

John  Tappan, 

Albert  Fbarino, 


Heman  Lincoln, 
Samuel  Mat, 
Jacob  Slbepeb, 
Charles  T.  Russell, 
Theophilus  R.  Marvin, 
Stephen  Fairbanks, 
William  Applbton, 
Nathaniel  H.  Emmons, 
Charles  W.  Fierce,  Esqs. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE, 


TO  WHOM  APPLICATIONS  ARE  TO  BE  MADE  FOR  BIBLEI. 


Rev.  JOHN  O.  MEANS,  GEO.  R.  SAMPSON,   Esq.,   and   ALBERT 

FEARING,  Esq. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FROM  1809  TO  1861. 


PRESIDENTS. 


Hon.  WiUiam  Fhillips,  .  .  .  1809—27 
BcT.  John  Pierce,  D.  D.  .  .  .  1887—49 
Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf,  LL.  D. .    181»— M 


Hon.  Bichard  Fletcher,    . 
Hon.  Samuel  H.  Walley, 


1851-59 
1859 


YICE   PRESIDENTS. 


SeT.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.    .    .  1809—16 

SeT.  John  T.  Kirkland,  D.  D.  .  1816— S8 

Act.  Henry  Ware,  D.  D.      .    .  I88a— 14 

Sev.  John  Codman,  D.  D.    .    .  1844 — 18 


Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf,  LL.  D.  .  1848 — 19 

RcT.  lYancu  Parkman,  D.  D.   .  1849—53 

Bev.  N.  L.  Frothingham,  D.  D.  1853—61 

BeT.  Wm.  B.  Nicholson,  D.  D.  1861 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES. 


BeT.  Joseph  Stevens  Buckminster,  1809 — 13 
Bev.  Samuel  C.  Thacher, .  .  .  1813—17 
Ber.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D.  .    .    1817—18 


Bey.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D.  .  1818—49 
Bev.  N.  L.  ]:>othingham,  D.  D.  1849—53 
Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.    1889 


RECORDING   SECRETARIES. 


Bev.  John  Pieree,  D.  D.  . 
Bey.  Daniel  Sharp,  D.  D. 
Bev.  Cyrus  P.  Grosvenor, 
Bev.  James  D.  Knowles,  . 
Bev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D. 


1809-88 
1888—30 
1830—31 
1831-^8 
1838—39 


Bev.  George  W.  Blagdcn,  D.  D.  1839 — 14 

Bev.  William  M.  Bogcrs,      .    .  1814—45 

Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.  1845—49 

Bev.  George  Bichards,     .    .    .  1849—58 

Bev.  Daniel  Butler,     ....  1858 


Samuel  H.  Walley,  Esq. 
Hon.  Peter  O.  Thacher, 
John  Tappan,  Esq.  .    . 


TREASURERS. 


1809-11 
1811—18 
1818—35 


Henry  Edwards,  Esq.  . 
George  B.  Sampson,  Esq. 


1835-^9 
1849 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEES. 


Bev.  William  E.  Channing,  D.  D. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips,  .  .  . 
Stephen  Higginson,  Esq. .  .  . 
Bev.  l^^ncis  Parkman,  D.  D.  . 
Edward  Tuckerman,  Esq.  .  . 
Bev.  Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D.  . 
Bev.  Beqjamin  B.  Wisner,  D.  D. 
Charles  Tappan,  Esq 


1809-18 

Bev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  E 

».  .    1838—53 

1809-16 

Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D. 

D.    1835-49 

1809-15 

Henry  Edwards,  Esq.  .    .    . 

.    1840—49 

1815—18 

Bev.  George  Bichards,     .    , 

.    .    1849—60 

1816-30 

George  B.  Sampson,  Esq. 

.    .    1849 

1818—30 

Albert  Fearing,  Esq.    .    . 

.    .    1853 

1881—35 
1830-40 

Bev.  John  0.  Means,   .    . 

.    .    1860 

ANNUAL    EEPORT. 


The  Committee  are  happy  to  report  that  the 
operations  of  the  Society  have  been  somewhat 
enlarged  during  the  past  year.  This  is  true  both 
in  regard  to  its  income  and  its  issues.  While  in 
the  previous  year  some  thirty-five  thousand  vol- 
umes were  circulated,  the  number  this  year  has 
risen  to  thirty-nine  thousand.  Eleven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  ninety-one  copies  of  the  Scrip- 
tures have  been  circulated  gratuitously,  against 
some  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  copies  last 
year.  Of  this  number  there  were  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  Bibles,  five  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  forty  Testaments,  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  Testaments  and  Psalms,  and 
twenty-two  copies  of  the  Psalms. 

Of  these  grants,  it  is  interesting  to  notice  that 
more  than  one-third  have  been  for  our  sailors  and 
soldiers.  For  Sabbath  schools  and  other  schools, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  volumes 
have  been  appropriated;  for  city  missions,  eight 
hundred  and  forty-nine  ;  for  public  institutions  and 
public  houses,  three  hundred  and  ninety-six ;  for 
destitute  families  and  individuals,  in  Massachusetts, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six;  and 
in  other  places,  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven  ; — 
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while  for  seamen  alone  there  have  been  appro- 
priated two  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-six 
volumes,  and  for  soldiers  leaving  for  the  war, 
during  a  fortnight  only  previous  to  the  close  of 
our  year,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  volumes. 

The  demand  for  the  troops  is  almost  exclusively 
for  Testaments  and  Testaments  with  Psalms.  The 
important  work  of  furnishing  eveiy  soldier  with 
compact  pocket  volumes  is  going  forward.  The 
Society  at  New  York  has  prepared  a  soldier's  edi- 
tion of  the  Gospel  of  John,  and  of  the  Book  of 
Proverbs,  and  of  similar  portions  of  Scripture,  in 
good  type,  and  occupying  little  space.  It  is  like 
the  preparation  of  nourishment  in  the  form  of 
pemmican  for  polar  explorers.  It  will  fall  within 
the  next  year  to  report  upon  the  full  extent  of  this 
work.  Only  two  weeks  of  it  were  in  our  last  year. 
But  we  anticipate  so  much  as  to  state,  that  up  to 
the  present  time  there  have  been  issued  from  our 
Depository,  for  the  troops  of  Massachusetts  and  of 
this  part  of  New  England  alone,  more  than  five 
thousand  copies  of  these  Scriptures.  Some  have 
been  sold  at  cost,  to  be  given  by  special  friends 
of  the  troops ;  the  larger  part  has  been  gratui- 
ously  furnished  by  this  Society. 

In  the  Commonwealth  at  large,  the  distribution 
has  not  varied  much  from  previous  years.  Mr. 
Jacob  Herset,  the  Society's  colporter,  finished 
the  canvass  of  Norfolk  County  last  October.  He 
reports  having  visited  15,857  families,  of  whom 
1,056  were  of  foreign  nativity.     He  supplied  146, 


whom  he  found  destitute  of  Bibles ;  and  put  in 
circulation,  by  sale  and  gift,  4,729  volumes.  He 
has  also  visited  ten  towns  in  Barnstable  County, 
calling  upon  5,550  families,  of  whom  61  had  no 
Bibles ;  and  he  has  put  in  circulation  in  Barn- 
stable, thus  far,  2,089  copies  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments. 

The  income  of  this  Society,  from  all  sources  the 
past  year,  was  $22,568.32,  which  is  an  advance  of 
nearly  fourteen  hundred  dollars  upon  the  year 
before.  With  $1,444.24:  on  hand  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  the  total  available  means  have  been 
$24,012.56.  The  expenditures  have  amounted  to 
$20,417.02. 

Of  the  income,  the  donations,  legacies  and  an- 
nual subscriptions  amounted  to  $10,894.94,  and 
the  sales  have  been  $10,424.88,  which  is  a  trifle 
less  than  last  year.  The  income  seems  about 
equally  divided  between  gifts  and  sales.  There 
was  received,  in  addition,  from  dividends  on  stocks 
and  interest,  $1,241.50,  and  money  returned  for 
books  granted,  $9. 

The  largest  item  of  expenditures  is  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  which  amounted 
to  $14,059.50.  The  expense  of  the  Depository,  of 
the  General  and  Depositoiy  Agents  and  Assistant, 
Colporter,  paper,  printing,  rent,  &c.,  was  $4,255.91. 
The  donations  to  the  American  Bible  Society, 
New  York,  were  $2,101.61.*     In  addition  to  these 

*  Since  this  Report  was  written,  one  thousand  dollars  have  been  re- 
mitted to  the  American  Bible  Society  for  sending  Bibles  to  Italy. 
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amounts,  that  Society  has  received  directly  from 
Massachusetts,  the  past  year,  ^4,713.81.  And  thus, 
while  this  Society  accounts  for  some  twenty-four 
thousand  dollars  the  past  year,  there  has  been 
devoted  to  the  Bible  cause  in  the  whole  Common- 
wealth, nearly  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars. 

The  work  of  supplying  our  own  population,  is 
one  continually  demanding  our  attention.  The 
same  reasons  why  our  alms-houses  and  charita- 
ble institutions  are  so  populous,  in  spite  of  the 
thrift  of  the  body  of  our  people,  renders  it  neces- 
sary, notwithstanding  the  general  enlightenment,  to 
make  a  thorough  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures. The  shifting  population  bears  a  due  propor- 
tion to  the  activity  of  business.  The  sailors  and 
immigrants  must  be  looked  after.  The  soldiers 
must  be  looked  after.  Those  who  go  forth  must 
be  armed  and  equipped  with  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit.  In  the  camps  which  are  to  be  established 
in  the  Commonwealth,  the  Word  of  God  must  be 
abundantly  provided.  It  is  only  in  accordance  with 
God's  providence  to  expect  that  this  mustering  of 
armies  is  to  increase  the  demand  in  the  whole  com- 
munity for  that  Book  which  is  the  support  and 
guidance  and  comfort  of  men  in  all  seasons  of  trial. 
Probably  the  Bible  has  been  read  more  within  the 
last  two  months,  than  in  the  whole  twelve  months 
before.  It  is  a  different  thing  to  put  a  gilt-edged 
Bible  into  the  parlor  of  friends  just  married,  from 
what  it  is  to  put  the  Gospel  of  John,  and  the 
Psalms,  and  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  bound 


9 

like  a  pocket-book,  in  flexible  covers,  into  the 
knapsack  or  into  the  shirt  pocket  of  a  soldier. 
When  a  man  comes  to  carry  the  volume  in  his 
breast-pocket,  it  will  strike  through  into  his  heart. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Rev.  Mr.  Butler, 
has  been  occupied  as  usual  in  presenting  the  claims 
of  the  Society  to  the  churches  on  the  Sabbath,  in 
attending  the  meetings  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  and 
in  looking  after  the  general  interests  of  the  cause. 

The  Committee  have  not  forgotten  that  the  sup- 
ply of  our  State  is  but  a  part  of  the  work  de- 
manded of  us.  "The  field  is  the  world."  The 
destitute  of  other  parts  of  our  land,  and  of  other 
lands,  look  to  us  for  this  priceless  gift.  Through 
the  American  Bible  Society,  with  which  we  are 
connected,  we  can  reach  those  wanting  the  Scrip- 
tures in  the  other  States  of  this  Union,  and  in  the 
old  world.  Something  has  been  done  in  this  work, 
as  appears  from  the  facts  already  stated,  but  the 
friends  of  the  Bible  in  this  favored  Common- 
wealth, are  fairly  called  upon  to  make  enlarged 
efforts  to  send  beyond  her  borders  the  Book  she 
has  ever  honored,  and  by  which  she  has  been  so 
highly  blest. 

Two  of  our  Trustees  have  been  removed  during 
the  past  year  by  death.  The  Rev.  Charles  Lowell, 
D.  D.,  was  one  of  the  original  number  who  were 
incorporated  to  form  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Soci- 
ety.    On  his  honored  and  useful  life,  and  his  rela- 
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tions  to  this  community,  it  is  unnecessary  here  to 
enlarge ;  as  such  revering  and  affectionate  tributes 
have  already  been  paid  to  his  memory  by  those 
who  were  best  entitled  to  speak  of  him. 

The  other  member  of  the  Board  who  has  died, 
the  Hon.  Francis  O.  Watts,  was  taken  from  us  in 
the  maturity  of  his  powers  and  his  usefulness, 
illustrating,  m  his  decline  and  death,  the  value  of 
the  truth  which  he  had  aided  to  circulate. 

Their  example,  while  they  were  yet  with  us, 
and  their  removal,  urge  us  to  renewed  diligence 
while  our  allotted  period  of  labor  continues. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Fifty-second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  Society 
OF  Massachusetts,  was  held  in  the  upper  vestry  of  the 
Central  Church,  Winter  Street,  Boston,  on  Monday,  May  27, 
1861  ;  the  President,  Hon.  Samuel  H.  W alley,  in  the 
chair. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

The  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  pre- 
sented, and  the  reading  of  it  postponed  to  the  public  meet- 
ing. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Rev.  Nathaniel  L. 
Frothincham,  D.  D.,  resigning  his  office  as  Vice  President, 
when,  upon  motion  of  Hon.  Charles  T.  Russell,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  have  received  with  deep  regret  the 
letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Frothinoham,  resigning  his  place  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  Trustee  of  the  Society,  and  that  they  hereby  tender  to  him 
their  thanks  for  his  valuable  and  efficient  services  in  all  his  past  rela- 
tions with  them  for  many  years ;  and  that  they  most  heartily  recipro- 
cate the  kind  feelings  expressed  by  Dr.  Frothi^tgham  in  his  conrniu- 
nication. 

Voted,  That  the  Recording  Secretary  be  requested  to  communicate 
the  above  Resolution  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frothijioham. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
chosen. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  Church,  where  the 
public  services  of  the  Anniversary  were  held. 
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The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered,  by  Bey. 
John  J.  Carruthebs,  D.  D.,  of  Portl^d,  Me. 

On  taking  the  chair,  the  President,  Hon.  Samdel  H. 
Wallet,  spoke  as  follows : 

It  has  been  proposed  to  omit  the  meetings  which  are  usually 
held  during  this  week,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  our  coun- 
try at  the  present  time.  My  opinion  has  been  decidedly  in  favor 
of  holding  our  meetings  as  usual.  Why  should  we  not  ?  Was 
there  ever  a  period  in  our  history  as  a  people,  when  there  was 
more  occasion  than  now  exists,  for  united  supplication  to  the 
Ruler  of  Nations,  to  interpose  in  our  behalf,  and  teach  our  rulers 
wisdom,  and  guide  our  nation,  through  its  present  troubles  and 
trials,  to  peace  in  righteousness.  And  especially  is  there  occa- 
sion for  the  diffusion  of  the  Sacred  Volume  still  more  widely. 
We  do  well  to  care  for  the  bodies  of  our  fellow-men,  who  are 
imperiling  their  lives  for  the  honor  of  our  country  and  the 
preservation  of  our  National  Union.  Shall  we  neglect  the  care 
and  cultivation  of  their  souls  ?  Shall  we  provide  for  the  ctuhety 
and  take  no  thought  for  iYit  jewel  which  it  contains  ? 

What  would  be  thought  of  our  Government,  if  they  should 
send  our  war  steamers  to  blockade  Southern  ports,  and  protect 
the  commerce  on  our  coast,  and  not  furnish  them  with  any 
charts  by  which  they  could  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  coast, 
and  the  dangers  of  approaching  the  shore  ?  Is  it  any  less  pre- 
posterous or  unkind,  to  send  the  young  men,  the  flower  of  our 
country,  forth  to  battle,  with  the  certainty  that  some — we  fear 
many — may  never  return,  and  not  give  them  the  only  chart  on 
which  we  can  rely  to  instruct  them  as  to  that  vast  eternity  be- 
fore us  all — and  the  shoals  and  quicksands  which  render  the 
voyage  of  life  a  hazardous  one  ? 

Let  us  be  thankful  that  we  are  privileged  to  meet,  as  members 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society — and  let  us  resolve,  one  and 
all,  and  not  only  resolve,  but  so  act,  that  every  soldier  who 
leaves  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  his  country's  flag  and  honor — shall  have  the  offer  of  a 
copy  of  the  Holy  Bible,  as  his  companion  on  the  journey.  If 
such  be  our  action,  we  shall  have  occasion  to  rejoice  through 
eternity  that  we  held  the  present  anniversary  meeting. 
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I  am  happy  to  learn,  from  the  Report  of  our  Committee,  that 
they  have  already  done  much  in  supplying  those  who  have  gone 
from  us  to  fight  the  bc^ttles  of  our  country,  with  the  blessed 
volume  ;  may  it  prove  their  solace  in  trial,  their  companion  in 
solitude,  their  shield  and  helmet  in  the  time  of  peril — and  may 
its  leaves,  which  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations,  be  scattered 
over  all  the  earth,  till  men  shall  learn  war  no  more. 

Among  the  many  pleasing  indications  of  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence interposing  in  behalf  of  our  cause,  none  has  been  more 
cheering  than  the  increased  demand  for  the  Bible  in  Italy. 

It  is  an  interesting  sight  (writes  an  eye  witness)  to  see,  in 
the  crowded  thoroughfare  of  the  Toledo,  a  lad  sitting  at  a  large 
tray,  containing  only  Bibles  and  New  Testaments,  and  with  his 
broad  Neapolitan  accent  arresting  the  attention  of  passers  by, 
with  the  simple  cry  of  II  lAhro  !  11  lAhro  !  (The  Book  !  The 
Book !) 

For  the  brighter  day  wiiich  has  dawned  upon  Italy  let  us  give 
thanks  and  take  courage  ;  and  let  us  send  up  our  earnest  sup- 
plications, that  wherever  there  is  an  open  Bible,  there  may  also 
be  a  willing  heart  to  obey  its  blessed  precepts. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  Rev.  John  O.  Means,  of 
Roxbury,  Ms.,  and  the  acceptance  of  it  moved  by  the  Rev. 
Prof.  Egbert  C.  Smyth,  of  Brunswick,  Me.,  in  the  following 
address : 

Mr.  President  : — It  gives  me  great  pleasure.  Sir,  before 
submitting  a  motion  that  the  Report  to  which  we  have  just 
listened  be  accepted,  to  preface  it,  at  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee, with  a  few  remarks. 

It  has  struck  me,  as  it  doubtless  oflen  has  others,  as  a  very 
pleasant  arrangement,  a  most  natural  and  appropriate  arrange- 
ment, that  the  meetings  of  these  benevolent  Societies  should 
be  opened  with  the  meeting  of  the  Bible  Society.  I  remem- 
ber a  fountain  of  pure,  fresh  water,  which  springs  up  in  the 
midst  of  an  island  on  our  coast,  some  thirty  miles  away  from 
the  main  land.  It  flows  continually,  through  the  year,  and  the 
common  understanding  is  that  it  is  connected  with  a  lake  high 
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up  in  the  bosom  of  a  mountain  on  the  main  land — a  mountain 
which,  I  believe,  is  the  first  landmark  which  the  New-Englander 
observes  in  returning  to  his  native  country.  So  it  is,  Sir,  with 
the  Word  of  God.  I  have  been  wont  to  think,  wherever  amid 
the  many  bitter  waters  of  life  I  see  springing  up  a  fresh  stream 
of  truth  and  benevolence,  that  it  can  be  traced  back,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  the  Word  of  God.  And  certainly.  Sir,  this  is 
eminently  true  respecting  the  benevolent  Societies  which  this 
week  celebrate  their  anniversaries.  Our  whole  system  of  mod- 
em charities,  charities  which  distinguish  this  age  above  all  that 
have  gone  before,  owes  its  origin,  its  power,  its  life,  to  the 
principles  of  benevolence  taught  us  in  that  Book. 

In  thinking  of  the  Word  of  God,  one  of  the  first  impressions 
made  upon  the  mind  is,  the  wonderful  power  of  the  book.  It  is 
an  illustration  of  this,  that  we  have  to-day,  in  this  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, so  many  Societies  organized  for  the  express  purpose  of  its 
dififiision.  What  other  book,  what  other  collection  of  writings,  of 
all  the  books  and  all  the  writings  that  have  appeared  in  human 
literature,  has  met  with  such  a  reception  ? 

In  thinking  of  the  power  of  the  Bible,  we  go  back  to  the  earli- 
est years  of  human  history.  It  seems  probable  that  some  por- 
tions of  that  book,  documents  which  enter  into  it,  go  back  to  the 
life  of  our  first  ancestor — ^up  to  the  very  gates  of  Paradise.  And 
men  of  every  generation,  down  the  whole  line  of  human  history, 
have  been,  in  their  lives  and  their  conduct,  controlled  by  truths 
which  we  now  read  on  the  pages  of  that  volume.  We  think  not 
only  of  the  number  of  these  minds,  but  of  the  character  of  many 
of  them.  They  have  been  those  of  the  purest  and  the  noblest 
men  whose  names  are  recorded  on  the  pages  of  history. 
Scholars,  statesmen,  philanthropists,  poets,  artists,  men  in  every 
walk  of  life,  men  capable  of  all  that  men  can  do,  have  bowed  to 
that  Word,  and  derived  from  it  the  highest  motives  of  their 
lives.  We  think  also  of  the  immense  variety  of  minds,  the 
diversity  of  tastes  and  temperaments  which  have  alike  found 
food  and  refreshment  in  this  same  volume. 

What  other  writings  have  thus  influenced  men,  under  all 
climes,  under  all  diversities  of  life,  and  every  variety  of  temper- 
ament? We  know  that  there  are  other  books  in  the  world  pro- 
fessing to  be  sacred.    We  know  that  Confucius,  for  example. 
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lefl  to  the  Chinese  the  teachings  of  Yaou  and  of  Shun.  But 
we  know  as  well  that  these  sacred  books  have  never  over-passed 
in  their  influence  the  limits  of  the  Middle  Kingdom.  We  know, 
again,  that  the  Hindoos  have  their  sacred  writings,  their  Vedas 
and  Puranas.  But  these  again  have  been  restricted  in  influence 
to  a  single  race — the  Indo-Arj^au.  We  know  also,  that  Zoroaster 
and  Mohammed  professed  to  be  religious  teachers — the  channels 
of  divine  revelations — and  we  know  just  as  well  that  their 
writings  have  been  restricted  in  power  to  Mussulmans  and  to 
Medo-Persians.  And  if  the  Buddhists  seem  to  have  had,  in 
their  books,  a  dream  of  universal  empire,  after  all,  the  influence 
of  Buddhism  never  has  been  felt  with  power  beyond  the  Orient ; 
it  has  never  gained  solid  footing  in  these  Western  lands. 

But  the  Bible  came  into  being  as  a  book  for  universal  distri- 
bution and  universal  empire.  And  we  organize  and  sustain  these 
Societies  because  it  is  such  a  book,  fitted  for  men  in  high  and 
low  stations,  in  every  part  of  the  habitable  globe, — fitted  for  man 
as  man,  wherever  he  may  be,  and  under  whatever  circumstancel 
placed. 

We  are  struck,  again,  with  the  power  of  the  Bible,  when  we 
think  of  it  as  an  educating  force  in  society,  the  sort  of  men  it 
builds  up,  and  the  influences  it  causes  to  operate  through  them 
for  the  elevation  of  the  race.  The  chief  source  of  its  power  in 
educating  the  mind,  it  deserves  to  be  noticed,  is  in  those  very 
truths  which  distinguish  it  from  all  other  books.  It  is  because 
the  Bible  brings  to  us  truths  of  heavenly  origin,  of  divine  power, 
which  reach  human  hearts  and  human  minds  in  their  relations 
to  a  world  to  come,  and  the  powers  of  that  world,  that  it  has 
its  wonderful  educating  power. 

Some  two  thousand  years  before  the  day  of  Christ,  there  were 
laid  the  foundations  of  an  empire  which  to-day  embraces  within 
its  limits,  four  hundred  millions  of  human  souls.  That  people, 
at  the  outset,  seem  to  have  had  religious  traditions  of  considera- 
ble purity,  and  some  susceptibility  to  their  influence,  although 
their  natural  bias  was  strongly  materialistic.  In  later  years, 
there  arose  among  them  a  teacher  who,  with  wonderful  power, 
seized  upon  the  prevailing  disposition  of  his  countrymen,  and 
shaped  in  accordance  with  it  their  institutions.  ConfuciuB 
planted  the  Chinese  civilization  upon  a  basis  of  materialism  and 
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naturalism.  His  language  to  the  people  was  virtually  this : 
"  You  know  but  little  about  the  future  world ;  your  views  are 
circumscribed  by  those  things  which  you  see.  You  must  study 
only  phenomena,  and  the  laws  of  phenomena.  You  must  seek 
to  control  all  your  own  powers  so  as  most  to  advance  your  own 
present  interests.  You  must  strive,  for  example,  to  get  the 
mastery  of  yourselves  ;  you  must  seek  to  qualify  yourselves  to 
become  heads  of  families,  and  you  must  make  it  your  highest 
ambition  to  obtain  an  office  under  government."  And  so  the 
very  height  of  glory  to  which  a  man  trained  under  these  influ- 
ences could  attain,  was  to  be  a  ruler  in  that  earthly  kingdom. 
And  what  has  been  the  result  of  such  a  system  of  teaching  ?  The 
Chinese  nation,  to-day,  seems  utterly  dead  to  all  the  higher  and 
nobler  aspirations  of  the  soul.  We  find  in  them  scarcely  any 
capacity  of  self-sacrifice  for  great  and  noble  ends.  They  are, 
indeed,  ingenious,  prudent,  industrious ;  having  a  literature,  and 
eager  in  its  diffusion.  But,  after  all,  what  a  poor  specimen  of 
what  man  is  made  to  be,  and  what  he  is  under  the  teachings  of 
the  Bible,  a  Chinaman  is.  The  Bible  has  educated  men  upon 
principles  directly  antagonistic  to  the  teachings  of  those  enforced 
by  Confucius.  It  has  brought  first  before  the  minds  of  men  the 
character  of  Grod,  and  has  led  man  here  ever  to  live  under  a 
sense  of  his  duty  to  God,  to  walk  here  as  seeing  Him  who  is 
invisible. 

I  remember  being  present  at  a  Sabbath  school  anniversary  in 
which  the  superintendent  brought  in  a  little  volume — it  was  but 
a  little  larger  than  this  volume  which  has  just  been  referred  to 
in  the  Report,  as  published  by  the  Bible  Society  for  the  soldiers. 
My  friend  handed  it  to  me  this  morning.  I  don't  know  whether 
he  thought  I  was  going  to  enlist ;  there  was  exhibited,  I  say, 
a  little  volume,  about  the  size  of  this,  called  Cromwell's  soldiers' 
Bible.  And  I  thought,  as  I  saw  it  held  up  to  view,  that  there 
was  the  secret  of  the  wonderful  power  of  those  fifty  thousand 
men  whom  Cromwell  led  to  victory.  They  were  brought  to- 
gether raw  and  undisciplined  troops ;  they  were  pitted  against 
the  finest  soldiers  of  Europe,  beat  them  on  every  field,  and  then 
returned  to  the  walks  of  life  uncontaminated  by  any  of  the  vices 
of  the  camp ;  so  that  history  has  put  it  on  record  that  these  fifty 
thousand  men,  after  accomplishing  that  wonderful  work  in  be- 
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half  of  liberty,  went  back  into  the  community  not  only  unstained 
themselves,  but  to  be  pointed  at  as  models  of  manly  virtue. 
And  if  in  later  years  a  man  was  praised  for  fidelity  in  his  call- 
ing, the  remark  was  oflen  added — '^  He  was  a  soldier  under 
Cromwell ;  he  was  a  member  of  Cromwell's  army."  Compare 
these  men  with  the  soldiers  of  the  Middle  Kingdom.  The  phi- 
losophy of  the  contrast,  as  I  have  said,  is  in  the  influences  of 
that  soldier's  Bible. 

We  may  look  again  at  the  Bible,  in  illustration  of  its  power, 
as  a  reforming  influence  in  society  and  in  the  world.  I  know  it 
is  often  thought  that  the  Bible  does  not  help  much  in  the  work 
of  reform ;  and  it  is  oflen,  undoubtedly,  opposed  to  many  techni- 
cal schemes  of  reform.  It  does  not  square  with  all  our  ideas  of 
what  reform  should  be  ;  and  yet  it  is,  in  its  influence  upon  hu- 
man society,  thoroughly  a  reforming  power  in  the  wgrld. 

I  am  oflen  asked, '  How  do  you  explain  the  fact  that  so  many 
who  believe  in  the  Bible,  that  so  many  who  profess  to  draw 
from  it  the  teachings  which  are  to  guide  them  in  their  lives,  at 
this  day,  and  in  our  own  country,  are  found  upholding  and  de- 
fending a  system  of  enormous  iniquity,  from  its  pages  ? '  I  have 
a  simple  answer ;  it  seems  to  me  to  embrace  the  whole  philoso- 
phy of  the  matter.  Once,  when  traveling  in  the  woods  of 
Maine,  I  heard  of  an  Irishman  who  had  been  sent  up  to  Sulli- 
van's Camp  to  join  a  party  of  laborers  who  were  there  cutting 
timber  to  be  floated  down  the  Kennebec.  He  was  told  that 
when  he  came  to  a  certain  point  in  the  road  he  would  see  a 
guide-board  with  the  words — "  Right,  Sullivan's  Camp," — and 
that  he  was  there  to  turn  to  the  right,  and  keep  on,  as  directed. 
Well,  he  went  on,  and  came  to  that  guide-board,  and  read  it 
correctly,  and  then  took  it  down  and  put  it  under  his  arm ;  and  so 
he  went  on,  mile  after  mile,  and  whenever  he  came  to  a  fork  in 
the  roads,  he  took  out  his  guide-board  and  read,  *'  Right,  Sulli- 
van's Camp,"  and  took  the  right  hand  road ;  and  the  result 
was,  as  you  may  imagine,  that  although  he  was  going  right  by 
the  record  all  the  way,  he  was  also  constantly  going  wrong,  and 
soon  became  lost — not  knowing  where  he  was,  or  how  to  find 
his  way  out.  Now,  Sir,  my  explanation  is,  that  the  science  of 
the  appUcaJtion  of  the  Scriptures  has  always  been  a  great  way 
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behind  the  science  of  reading  the  Scriptures.  The  man  read 
his  guide-board  right,  but  did  not  apply  it  right. 

If  we  are  to  est  in) ate  the  influence  of  the  Bible,  we  are  to 
look  at  its  influence  not  merely  at  one  point,  and  upon  a  single 
person.  If  we  see  a  ship-launch,  we  are  not  to  estimate  the 
motion  and  the  direction  of  that  vessel  by  the  little  waves  that 
come  rippling  back  against  the  ways  down  which  it  has  passed, 
but  by  the  great  waves  which  it  rolls  on  before  it.  If  we  stand 
upon  some  highlands,  and  see  a  winding  river,  carrying  fertility 
through  the  intervale  below,  we  are  not  to  estimate  the  direction 
of  that  river  by  simply  one  observation,  but  we  are  to  take  into 
account  the  whole  direction  of  that  which  floats  upon  its  bosom. 
Now,  Sir,  let  any  man  review  the  past,  let  him  look  at  the  world 
as  it  was  when  the  leaves  of  this  book  were  first  opened  for 
the  healing  of  nations,  and  let  him  look  at  the  world  to-day,  and 
then  let  him  answer  what  has  been  the  influence  of  the  Bible. 
Has  it,  or  has  it  not,  been  a  reforming  power  in  society,  so  that 
there  is  no  other  power  which  the  historian  has  noticed  to  be 
compared  with  it  ? 

Why,  Sir,  you  have  undoubtedly,  as  you  have  pursued  your 
legal  studies,  been  refreshed,  from  time  to  time,  in  going  back 
to  the  days  of  the  Roman  law,  by  seeing  how  that  science  has 
advanced  and  become  more  beneficent  in  its  influence,  as  the 
Christian  ideas  have  from  age  to  age  entered  into  its  progress. 
Take  so  simple  a  matter  as  the  history  of  land  rents,  in  England, 
in  Europe,  and  in  Asia.  Observe  how  the  right  of  property  has 
been  restricted  as  to  its  subject  to  things,  and  how  it  has  been 
extended  as  a  prerogative  to  all  classes  in  the  community.  Go 
back  to  the  history  of  England,  and  see  by  what  gradual  pro- 
cesses thousands  of  tillers  of  the  soil  have  been  elevated  from 
predial  servitude,  to  the  immunities  and  dignity  of  freeholders. 
Mark  how  over  Europe,  to-day,  laborers  are  rising  in  social  posi- 
tion, in  intelligence  and  power.  And  you  will  feel  that  there  is  a 
mighty  influence  at  work  lifting  up  the  masses  to  the  true  dignity 
of  manhood.  Nor  will  you  doubt  that  the  main  element  in  this 
movement  is  the  truth  which  has  come  into  men's  minds  from 
that  sacred  Word.  It  has  been  a  moral  movement ;  its  strength 
has  been  in  moral  ideas,  in   those  lessons  of  God,  and  our 
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equality  before  Him,  of  personal  reponsibility,  of  justice  and 
reciprocity,  which  that  volume  inculcates.  And  if  it  had  not 
been  for  such  ideas,  coming  from  that  source,  we  may  be  sure 
that  this  whole  mighty  movement,  which  has  elevated  our  mod- 
em civilization  so  far  above  all  the  civilizations  of  the  past, 
never  would  have  taken  place. 

I  intended  to  allude,  also,  to  the  influence  of  the  Bible,  not 
simply  in  educating  and  reforming  and  elevating  men,  but  to  its 
power  in  bringing  the  soul  out  of  darkness  into  the  light  of 
Heaven.  For  this  influence  of  the  Bible  we  have  already,  in 
the  appropriate  utterances  of  the  opening  prayer,  returned  our 
thanksgivings  to  God.  But  I  pass  by  this, — as  I  see  that  I  am 
trespassing  somewhat  upon  the  time  allotted  to  another, — to 
speak  a  word  upon  the  encouragement  which  we  have  during 
the  present  year  to  enter  with  fresh  zeal  and  energy  into  the 
work  of  distributing  the  Scriptures. 

The  soldiers  have  been  referred  to.  It  was  but  the  other  day 
that  I  saw  a  letter  from  a  soldier  now  at  Fortress  Monroe,  one 
who  has  gone  out  from  this  community ;  and  that  person,  in  the 
solemnity  of  the  hour  which  he  sees  before  him,  confesses  that 
he  feels,  as  he  has  never  felt  before  in  all  the  previous  years  of 
his  life,  his  dependence  upon  God,  and  his  need  of  enlightenment 
from  God*s  Word.  And  who  can  doubt  that  there  are  multitudes 
of  such,  who,  in  the  times  of  peril  and  anxiety  and  distress  which 
may  be  around  them,  would  gladly  turn  for  consolation  and  sup- 
port to  this  Volume  of  Revelation ;  that  in  the  many  families  into 
which  mourning  and  sadness  may  be  brought,  there  are  also 
many  hearts  which  will  need,  as  they  never  needed  before,  the 
comforting  words  of  this  same  blessed  volume  ? 

And,  Sir,  while  God  is  thus  ploughing  and  harrowing,  as  it 
were,  the  fields  which  are  around  us,  let  us  be  instant,  earnest, 
and  active  in  casting  into  them  the  seeds  of  His  truth.  We  have 
stem  work  given  us  to  do.  We  are  called  upon,  in  Grod's  prov- 
idence, to  plant  the  interests  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  on 
this  continent,  on  a  throne  of  dominion  so  firm  that  they  never 
can  be  shaken.  Sir,  we  have  the  Puritan's  work  to  do,  and  we 
need  the  Puritan's  faith  in  God,  and  the  Puritan's  Bible,  that 
we  may  accomplish  it.    And  it  is  a  gratifying  sign  to  see  how 
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men  of  all  positions  and  modes  of  thinking  are  beginning  to 
unite  in  the  prayer, — 

**  Wake  in  our  breasts  the  living  fires, 
The  holy  faith,  that  warmed  our  sires." 

And  in  this  disposition,  Sir,  we  see  every  sign  of  encourage- 
ment to  engage  with  fresh  ardor  in  distributing  the  Scriptures. 

I  move.  Sir,  therefore,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  the 
Report,  which  encourages  us  to  expect  such  earnest  effort,  be 
accepted. 

Bev.  Falbs  H.  Newhall  was  then  introduced,  and  said  : 

Mr.  President  : — ^This  Society  is  founded  upon  an  axiom, 
whose  truth  the  world  has  been  slow  in  comprehending,  as  it 
has  gradually  broken  upon  the  consciousness  and  understandings 
of  men,  but  which,  when  once  seen,  is  seized  upon  by  the 
human  mind  with  all  the  force  of  intuition.  That  axiom  is 
this:  ^  Truth  can  take  care  of  itself,  in  this  universe  of  God/ 
This,  I  say,  is  the  foundation  on  which  this  Society  rests,  a 
truth  which  has  been  seen  dimly  in  ages  gone,  which  has  been 
adumbrated  here  and  there  by  an  aphorism  of  a  philosopher  or 
by  a  line  of  song,  but  which  for  the  first  time  burst  on  the  world 
in  full-orbed  splendor  when  the  Christian  system  rose« 

Scatter  truth  into  the  world,  and  it  will  fight  its  own  way. 
That  is  the  axiom  of  this  Society.  It  has  shield  and  helmet  of 
its  own,  to  defend  itself;  it  has  weapons  that  will  insure  its 
success. 

Here  is  a  world  to  be  transformed ;  and  the  only  instrument 
let  down  firom  heaven  for  this  work  is  naked  truth,  as  it  is  pre- 
sented to  the  world  by  human  activity,  in  human  character,  and 
in  human  works.  The  only  material  on  which  that  truth  is  to 
operate,  is  the  human  conscience  and  the  human  understanding  ; 
the  only  reward  promised,  is  the  reward  of  walking  eternally  in 
its  sunshine ;  the  only  threatening  which  is  offered  is  the  threat 
of  stumbling  forever  through  the  midnight  of  error. 

Now,  Sir,  there  is  in  this  a  sublimity  which  to  every  man  u 
ennobling  and  inspiriting.    There  is  a  sublime  faith  in  man,  as 
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God  has  set  him  here  on  this  planet,  the  architect  of  his  omtq 
destinj.  There  is  a  sublime  faith  in  Grod's  eternal  providence 
and  resistless  laws.  Give  men  the  truth,  and  the  truth  will  do 
its  own  work.  And  as  we  thus  stand  before  truth  in  all  her 
majesty,  how  pettj  all  human  instrumentalities  appear.  Human 
organizations,  human  associations,  all  dwindle  into  insignifi- 
cance there.  Why,  they  are  but  the  pioneers,  they  are  but  the 
axe-men  that  clear  away  the  rubbish  from  before  her  chariot 
wheels. 

This  Society  is  organized  simply  to  bring  this  artillery  of 
Scripture  truth  within  range  of  human  nature.  It  did  not 
invent  that  artillery,  did  not  discover  it,  does  not  pretend  to 
serve  it,  to  load,  to  aim,  to  discharge  it ;  all  these  things  are 
provided  for  elsewhere  in  the  economy  of  God's  providence.  It 
is  but  to  plant  it  within  point-blank  range  of  human  nature,  and 
the  conquest  then  is  one  of  which  we  are  sure. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say.  Sir,  and  friends,  that  in  this 
sublime  confidence  which  the  Gospel  manifests  in  its  own  vital- 
ity, there  is  an  overwhelming  demonstration  of  that  vitality. 
Here  we  see  the  native  confidence  that  truth  ever  has  in  herself. 
Truth,  self-poised,  conscious  of  her  own  eternity  and  omnipo- 
tence,— this  alone  could  have  had  such  confidence.  Error 
cowers  away  into  the  darkness  ;  truth  only  rushes  forth  into  the 
sunshine,  and  challenges  the  world, — '^  Is  not  my  garment 
seamless  ?  "  Truth  only  dashes  into  the  very  furnace  of  trial, 
in  the  confidence  that  the  hotter  the  fiame  may  be,  the  clearer 
the  demonstration  that  she  is  immortal. 

But  the  truth,  the  vitality  of  the  Scriptures  is  one  thing,  and 
the  individual  consciousness  of  that  truth  is  another  and  a 
totally  dififerent  thing.  There  may  be  a  gold  mine  on  my  farm, 
and  yet,  if  I  do  not  know  it,  it  no  more  enriches  me  than  if  it 
were  in  the  Indies.  So  it  is  with  truth.  It  may  be  ever  so 
omnipotent,  ever  so  eternal ;  unless  by  my  own  spiritual  insight 
I  see  it  so  to  be,  it  gives  me  none  of  its  sublime  vitality. 
Now  then,  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures,  as  it  has  been  seen  by 
apostles,  by  martyrs,  as  it  was  mined  into  by  Luther,  by  Augus- 
tine, by  Chrysostom,  cannot  enrich  me.  It  is  only  when  beheld 
by  my  own  spiritual  insight,  that  it  makes  me  rich.  There  is 
no  Columbus  of  Scripture  truth.     Each  man  must  discover  for 
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himself.  Discover^  I  say ;  for  truth  is  discovered  by  every 
human  being  to  whom  it  is  truth.  My  neighbor's  eye  can  no 
more  see  my  truth  than  his  stomach  can  digest  my  food.  There 
are  no  two  human  beings  who  ever  beheld  the  same  rainbow  in 
the  shower.  There  is  the  circle  of  which  my  eye  is  the  centre  ; 
and  the  circle  of  which  your  eye  is  the  centre  is  the  bow  that 
you  see  ;  and  the  circle  of  truths,  that  Gk)d's  providence  has  set 
around  me,  must  refract  and  reflect  that  light  to  my  eye,  in  order 
that  I  may  enjoy  the  glorious  vision.  The  Bible  is  seen  to  be 
true  by  me  as  it  never  was  by  a  human  being  before  on  this 
earth.  It  must  be  so  seen  in  order  to  be  a  Bible  to  me.  For 
to  me  there  are  aspects  of  truth,  there  are  presentations  of 
difficulty,  of  doubt,  there  are  presentations  of  the  Divine  attri- 
butes, that  till  now  have  never  been  set  before  man,  in  all 
human  history.  The  Bible  is  beheld  by  my  own  eye  at  an 
angle  at  which  it  never  lay  till  now  before  human  vision  No 
other  man  on  this  earth  can  find  my  Bible  between  those  lids. 
God  spreads  the  page  before  me  as  if  I  stood  alone  on  this 
planet,  and  he  challenges  me,  "  Is  not  that  written  to  thy  hopes 
and  fears  ?  Is  it  not  written  to  thy  doubts  and  difficulties  ? 
Does  it  not  satisfy  thy  lofliest  aspirations,  thy  deepest  desires  ?  " 
And  this  question  I  must  answer  and  settle  for  myself  before 
Grod  ;  and  unless  it  be  thus  settled  to  my  own  spiritual  insight, 
satisfactorily,  I  have  no  Bible  in  the  universe  of  God. 

Now  when  this  spiritual  insight  is  blinded,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  contemptuous  infidel,  or  where  it  is  beclouded,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  weak  but  well-meaning  Christian,  then  the  Bible  is  not 
by  that  person  seen  to  be  true  ;  and  therefore,  in  all  ages  of 
thd  history  of  the  Scriptures,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  which  of  these 
two  classes  of  individuals  have  most  hindered  the  progress  of 
Scripture  truth,  the  contemptuous  infidel,  or  the  weak,  half- 
believing  Christian.  Now  the  man  who  has  real  spiritual  in- 
sight, and  believes  this  truth  out  of  that  spiritual  insight,  is 
willing  to  risk  his  Bible  anywhere  on  the  earth,  in  any  furnace 
of  trial. 

But  in  every  age  of  the  Christian  church,  at  every  point  of 
intellectual  progress,  it  has  been  announced, — ^'  These  are  the 
discoveries  that  are  to  annihilate  the  Scripture  truth,  this  is 
the  great  light  that  is  to  display  all  its  wrinkles  and  deform- 
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ities,  and  now  it  will  slink  away  into  oblivion."  Every  new 
metaphysical  tlicor^  has  been  announced  to  be  the  Damascus 
blade  that  was  to  pierce  it  to  the  heart.  Every  new  field  of 
science  that  has  been  opened,  was  to  bristle  with  weapons  that 
were  to  drink  it«  blood.  Every  fresh  page  that  has  been 
turned  in  the  volume  of  nature,  we  have  been  told  was  the 
page  on  which  we  might  read  the  epitaph  of  the  Scriptures. 
In  fact,  in  our  generation,  several  times,  within  our  own 
observation,  the  announcement  has  been  made  that  the  his- 
tory of  the  decline  and  fall  of  this  mighty  power  was  already 
written  by  German  critics,  French  naturalists,  English  and 
American  spiritualists  and  spiritists.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all, 
its  sceptre  is  higher,  to-day,  than  ever  before,  and  it  waves 
over  a  mightier  and  broader  empire,  to-day,  than  ever  before 
in  human  history. 

There  are  those  who,  for  the  lack  of  this  spiritual  insight 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  are  forever  tormented  by  strange 
fears  ;  every  new  planet  that  is  discovered,  every  new  fossil 
that  is  unearthed,  every  fresh  page  of  manuscript  that  is 
unrolled,  every  old  hieroglyph  from  which  the  dust  is  wiped 
away,  every  infidel  battery  that  is  planted  in  the  bosky  recesses 
of  some  recondite  science  or  on  the  airy  heights  of  imagination, 
is  to  be  the  thing,  they  fear,  that  is  to  overturn  the  Scriptural 
truth.  Mr.  President,  if  to-day  I  could,  by  speaking  a  single 
word,  annihilate  the  infidel  literature  of  this  earth,  I  would  not 
speak  it.  God  understands  the  power  of  the  truth  better  than 
you  or  I,  and  His  providence  is  content  that  that  literature 
should  remain.  Infidel  literature  is  a  magazine  of  weapons  for 
the  Christian  warrior.  The  most  invulnerable  pieces  of  his 
armor  are  forged  in  the  very  furnaces  of  Satanic  depravity. 
Men  who  have  these  fears  are  akin  to  those  who  should  fear  to 
see  a  squad  of  Blackfeet  Indians  charging  upon  a  battery  ; 
why,  a  scattered  artilleryman  may  be  slain  here  and  there,  but 
we  well  know  that  war-whoop  and  tomahawks  and  scalping- 
knives  are  no  match  for  rifled  cannon.  There  are  some  who 
seem  to  think  of  Scripture  truth  as  if  it  were  a  delicate  China 
vessel,  beautiful  to  look  upon,  but  so  fragile  that  it  must  be 
handled  with  extreme  care,  lest  the  slightest  jar  or  concussion 
should  annihilate  it.     Such  men  dishonor  God  by  their  weak, 
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squeamish  fears.  In  the  noble  language  of  Milton : — ^'  Though 
all  the  winds  of  heaven  were  let  loose  upon  the  earth,  so  truth 
be  in  the  field,  we  injure  her  to  doubt  her  strength." 

No,  Sir,  let  this  Bible  truth  be  tested  ;  and  as  its  claims  are 
immeasurably  higher  than  those  of  any  other  book,  let  the  tettt 
be  immeasurably  more  severe.  It  can  be  held  close  to  the  eye, 
and  scrutinized  through  the  latest  magnifying  power  of  the 
microscope  ;  it  can  be  carried  afar  to  the  heavens,  and  beheld 
through  the  telescope  of  the  astronomer  ;  it  can  be  dissected  by 
the  scalpel  of  the  anatomist ;  it  can  bear  to  have  its  commas 
and  its  particles  weighed  in  the  hair  balances  of  verbal  criti- 
cism ;  it  can  be  beaten  under  the  hammer  of  the  geologist ; 
passed  through  the  fires  of  the  laboratory ;  sifted  through  the 
sieves  of  the  metaphysician ;  crushed  in  the  anaconda  folds  of 
logic  ; — and  all  these  processes  will  only  demonstrate  more  and 
more  that  it  is,  like  its  God,  changeless  and  eternal. 

And,  Sir,  while  we  appreciate  the  chivalry  that  dashes  for- 
ward to  the  defense  of  truth,  yet  let  it  be  clearly  understood 
that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  being  too  officious  in  volunteering 
aid.  Will  or  nill,  let  it  be  understood.  Truth  will  take  care  of 
herself  in  these  controversies  ;  and  men,  systems,  churches, 
institutions,  are  but  pawns  upon  her  board.  Alas  for  the 
chmrch  !  alas  for  the  men  !  alas  for  the  institutions !  that  think 
themselves  necessary  to  the  truth  of  the  Bible.  They  will  be 
scattered  like  dust  from  her  chariot  wheels.  She  uses  friends 
or  enemies,  at  will.  And  how  she  is  to  use  us,  we  know  not ; 
bat  we  know  that  if  we  have  keen,  clear  spiritual  insight  of 
this  truth,  we  shall  be  used  to  her  glory.  Sir,  the  astonishing 
events  of  the  present  hour  admonish  us  that  this  truth  is 
using  our  government,  our  church,  our  literature,  our  trade, 
our  commerce,  in  a  way  of  which  our  fathers  did  not  dream, 
when  they  rooted  these  institutions  in  Bible  truth.  That 
Bible  truth  has  been  a  rich  mould  around  the  roots  of  these 
institutions,  fattening  them  into  astonishing  luxuriance  in  the 
eyes  of  all  the  world.  But  it  has  also  been  a  lava  flood,  whose 
great  throb  has  heaved  this  country  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and 
now  convulses  it  in  the  agony  we  all  feel  to-day. 

These  Bible  truths, — man's  individual  worth,  man's  individ- 
ual right  and  responsibility  before  Grod, — these  truths,  rolling 
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out  over  all  the  artificial  inequalities  of  human  nature,  and  level- 
ing  them  all  before  the  eye  of  civil  law,  as  they  are  leveled 
before  the  eyes  of  Him  who  looks  down  on  all  human  distinc- 
tions from  the  long  perspective  of  eternity, — these  are  the  truths 
that,  in  this  land,  were  for  the  first  time  in  human  history  in- 
carnated into  political  institutions.  They  had  been  theoretically 
seen  before ;  here,  for  the  first  time,  they  ^ere  practically  set  up 
before  the  gaze  of  mankind.  The  world  was  not  fully  ripe  for 
them,  until  the  Mayflower  scattered  those  precious  seeds  over 
these  Massachusetts  rocks  ;  and  the  American  government  is 
to  decide  whether  yet  indeed  it  be  ripe  for  these  divine  germs. 
I  say  they  have  been  beheld  before,  at  a  distance,  from  the 
cloisters  of  the  student,  from  the  closets  of  saints  ;  but  they 
had  never  before  been  incarnated  and  hardened  into  political 
institutions,  as  tliey  have  been  in  America.  And  here  they 
are  interwoven  through  church  and  school  and  state.  They 
are  the  foundations,  firm  as  the  strata  of  our  own  soil,  which 
our  fathers  laid  here  and  cemented  together  with  their  tears 
and  their  blood,  and  reared  upon  them  these  walls  and  this 
dome  of  government,  that  enfolds  us  in  its  arms  to-day. 

But,  alas  !  side  by  side  with  these  precious  truths,  there  wer* 
sown,  like  the  dragon's  teeth,  old-world  heresies  of  caste  in 
blood  and  labor ;  and  there  have  sprung  from  these,  armed 
traitors  who,  with  bloody  hands,  attempt  to  pull  down  these 
walls,  this  dome,  to-day.  Let  that  dome  fall  and  crush  us,  let 
these  walls  crumble  before  the  traitors'  cannon,  and  bury  us 
beneath  their  dust,  ere  that  traitorous  flag  shall  float  where  our 
fathers  flung  to  the  breeze  the  banner  of  Christian  freedom. 

And  more,  Mr.  President.  In  these  truths  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  incarnated  in  American  institutions,  consists  the  whol^ 
individuality  of  the  American  nation.  This  is  her  title-deed, 
that  Providence  has  given.  Her  only  right  to  live  on  this  earth 
is  in  proportion  as  she  carries  out  this  plan  of  God,  as  she 
upholds  these  truths,  and  keeps  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  nations, 
standing  here  in  the  history  of  our  race.  These  truths  are  the 
precious  freight  which  our  nation  was  given  to  transport,  as  her 
cargo  over  this  present  age,  down  to  the  coming  nations.  And 
if,  in  this  howling  storm,  this  precious  cargo  be  flung  OTerboard^ 
in  the  vain  hope  to  save  the  ship,  while  her  cordage  is  cr< 
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and  her  timbers  are  starting  on  every  side,  God  will  remorse- 
lessly strow  the  waves  with  her  fragments,  and  all  liistory  will 
say  Amen ! 

Let  us  not  blink,  let  us  not  shut  out  of  sight  the  magnitude  of 
the  issue  that  is  upon  us.  The  question  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  answer,  to-day,  involves  the  existence  of  the  American 
nation.  That  question  is.  Shall  this  Government,  the  latest 
crystalization  of  these  Bible  truths,  stand,  or  be  annihilated  ? 
This  it  is.  Christian  men,  that  you  and  I  are  called  upon  to 
answer  to-day,  not  with  words,  but  with  steel !  Are  we  ready 
for  the  answer?  God  forbid,  Mr.  President,  Christian  men 
around  me,  God  forbid  that  one  of  us  here  present  should  sur- 
vive the  ruin  of  our  nation.  "  There  is  a  time  to  be  bom,"  says 
the  wise  man,  ^^  and  there  is  a  time  to  die ; "  and  if  this  be  the 
time,  written  in  God's  awful  book,  when  the  hand  has  circled 
the  dial  of  our  nation's  destiny,  and  when  the  knell  of  this 
country,  of  these  institutions,  is  to  toll  in  the  ears  of  those'  mil- 
lions of  all  lands  who  are  stretching  their  hands  towards  us  with 
streaming  eyes  and  bursting  hearts, — then,  Christian  men  and 
fathers  around  me,  I  say,  this,  for  us,  is  the  time  to  die !  Yes,  if 
these  traitors  are  to  tear  down  the  walls  our  fathers  reared,  and 
if  the  Rattlesnake  is  to  hiss  above  these  blackened  ruins,  then 
the  Christian  man  of  New  England,  who  to-day  dies  peacefully 
in  his  bed,  will  meet  with  cold  greetings  from  the  spirits  of 
Hampden  and  Henry  Vane  in  the  courts  of  heaven. 

But,  Mr.  President,  all  great  questions,  at  the  last  analysis, 
are  religious.  And  this  question,  in  common  with  all  oUiers, 
when  we  get  down  to  the  root  of  it,  is  a  religious  one,  and 
could  be  shown  to  be  such  from  a  thousand  different  points 
of  view.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  such  an  excitement  as 
pervades  this  land,  as  throbs  through  this  air,  to-day,  could 
happen  'in  no  other  nation  this  world  has  ever  seen.  It  could 
never  happen  except  among  a  people  that  had  been  fed  from 
the  open  Bible.  It  is  the  Scripturally  awakened  conscience  that 
heaves  this  land  to-day.  This  is  a  question  of  no  mere  expedi- 
ency, not  one  of  self-interest.  I  repeat,  it  is  one  of  conscience, 
and  our  mighty,  invincible  ally  in  this  struggle,  is  the  Scriptu- 
rally awakened  conscience  of  America,  and  of  the  whole  civil- 
ised world ;  yea,  that  ally  is  in  the  camp  of  our  enemy  abo,  and 
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wherever  men  think  and  pray,  and  read  the  open  Bible  for 
themselves.  All  over  this  land  these  Bibles  have  been  scattered, 
and  nowhere  else  have  so  many  millions  been  fed  from  the  open 
Bible  as  here  ;  and  nowhere  else,  at  the  first  bugle-call  of 
duty,  could  such  hosts  be  seen  springing  to  their  feet.  These 
millions  that  ris(;  and  shake  the  whole  land  by  their  tread, 
as  they  rush  to  the  aid  of  our  political  institutions,  rise  from  the 
Bibles  which  through  all  these  generations  have  been  sown  over 
these  bleak  New  England  hills,  and  have  been  scattered  thence 
to  the  far  oceanic  swell  of  the  prairies. 

And  now,  still  farther, — I  will  not  detain  you  long, — ^but  to 
one  thought  more  I  ask  attention  in  this  connection,  which  is 
this ;  that  it  is  from  the  Bible  that  the  Northern  mind  has  been 
instructed  in  its  deep  reverence  for  law,  which  is  such  a  bul- 
wark and  such  a  weapon  to  us  to-day.  That  reverence  for  law 
holds  our  millions  as  with  a  silken  thread,  chafing  and  restive 
as  they  may  be  ;  while  yet  it  allows  them  to  set  up  or  pull 
down  lawgivers  or  law-executors  like  puppets.  This  feeling, 
in  which  we  have  been  instructed  from  the  Bible,  is  some- 
thing which  cannot  be  understood  through  the  regions  of  Seces- 
siondom.  How  it  can  be  that  men  can  so  quietly  submit  to 
wrong,  and  bow  their  necks  at  the  mandate  of  law,  is  sometliing 
that  cannot  be  comprehended  there  ;  for  the  majestic  patience  of 
New  England  is  not  understandable  where  there  is  but  a  serai- 
Christianized  conscience.  Here,  in  New  England,  this  reverence 
for  law  falls  upon  us  from  the  awful  skirts  of  Mount  Sinai. 
Yea,  and  let  it  be  understood  that  this,  which  is  mistaken  now 
for  cowardice,  is  a  terrible  weapon  when  it  is  once  unsheathed. 
But  w^hen  this  same  law,  which  has  curbed  down  and  bridled  in 
these  restive  millions  for  all  these  generations,  lets  the  rein  drop 
upon  their  necks,  and  bids  them  dash  upon  their  foe,  when  this 
voice,  so  omnipotent  to  hush,  is  lifted  up  to  arouse  this  storm 
and  bid  it  burst  with  all  its  thunders,  let  our  foes  understand 
that  the  longer  this  storm  has  been  gathering,  the  fiercer  and 
swifter  and  hotter  will  be  the  bolts  of  death.  It  is  the  Bible 
that  has  kept  back  these  thunders,  and  it  is  the  Bible  that  now 
bids  them  fly. 

Law,  liberty,  justice,  truth,  these  sublime  realities,  brethren, 
are  to  conquer  or  to  die  on  this   continent,  in  this  struggle. 
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From  the  Bible  we  have  learned  to  reverence  and  to  love 
those  awful  names  more  than  life  itself.  It  is  not  for  houses 
or  landi^,  not  for  business,  not  for  docks  or  warehouses,  that  we 
draw  the  sword.  These  are  *'  things  seen,  things  temporal."  It 
is  for  law,  liberty,  truth,  justice,  ^'  things  unseen  and  eternal." 
Our  churches,  our  court-houses,  stand  in  their  a>\4iil  shade  ;  our 
homes  nestle  under  their  wings.  As  they  hover  over  these  New 
England  hills,  there  drop  from  them  blessings,  as  the  dews  from 
the  wings  of  the  morning,  blessings  unimagincd  in  any  other 
nation  in  all  the  earth.  Alas !  alas !  when  these  spiritual 
powers  spreud  their  wings  and  fly  away !  Let  our  houses  be  laid 
in  ashes,  let  our  fields  be  laid  waste,  let  our  ships  be  sunk  to  the 
ocean  caves,  let  the  miUions  of  our  brothers,  our  husbands,  our 
sons,  be  buried  beneath  the  clod, — if  these  remain,  all  will  smile 
again,  new  houses  will  rise,  new  fields  will  bloom,  new  ships  will 
spring  from  the  seas,  all  are  saved  if  these  remain  ;  but  if  they 
are  lost,  I  repeat  it,  all  is  lost.  And  if  they  are  to  depart,  O  ! 
Christian  men  and  women,  let  us  gird  up  our  loins  and  be  ready 
to  go  with  them.  Let  them  not  leave  us  here ;  let  us  depart  with 
them,  if  we  would  hear  our  Master  say,  ^^  Well  done  ! 
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The  meeting  was  then  closed  with  the  doxology  and  ben- 
ediction. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 

PREVIOUS  TO  rrs  incorporation. 

JuLy  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz  : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  e»oon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
eflfect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  tlie  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS.     * 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

WhereaSj  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  oj 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abie! 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Biblk 
Society  of  Massachusetts. 
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Si£c.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phillips, 
and  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses, of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequei«ts,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im- 
proved for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  entuted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851^ 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    1. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes*  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  "  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  11. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any*  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
80  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  bhall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Corre8|H>nding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The  President,  Vice 
President,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of 
that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE   YI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  President  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  coljection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    Vlil. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE  iz. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  whioh  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  serai-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository, — 
each  of  said  Committees  to  consist  of  three  persons. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  fiibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  (1,00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS   FOR    LIFE. 


Abbe,  Mra.  Predartek  R.,  JlHugUm. 
*Adainf,  John  dnincy,  Qm'iiey. 
Adajni,  NebemUh,  D.  O.,  BtUn. 
Adaois,  Stephen  W.,  AMioay. 
Adkiu,  Miu  Mary  J.,  Samik  DmtJUU. 
Albne,  John,  BotUnu 
Albro,  John  A.,  O.  D.,  Can^idg** 
Albro,  Mn.  Elisabeth  B.      " 
Albro,  Min  Annie  E.  " 

Alden,  Almira  B.  C,  Fozbon'. 
Alden,  Rosaell,  Otmpii/*. 
Alden,  Miu  Sarah  &,  Rmndolph. 
Alden,  MiM  Snian,  ** 

Allen,  Richard  H.,  Brmintru. 
Andrew!,  Artemaa  F.,  FUckhtrg. 
Andrews,  C.  Li,  Botton. 
Andrews,  W.  T.      «* 
*Appletott,  Samuel,  Bottvn. 

Appleton,  William,     ** 

Atwood,  John  W.,  Ckathmm, 

Babooek,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Bottvn. 

Babeoek,  Rev.  WUUam  R^  Jawuka  PUin. 

BaeoD,  Jaeob,  Ohme$sttr. 

Bacon,  Rev.  James  M.,  £m«s. 

Baker,  Bfrs.  Eleanor  J.  W^  IhrdUtUr. 

Baker,  Frands,  South  Danvtn, 

Ball,  filiss  Elizabeth,  Ccnetrd. 

Barber,  Martin,  Skirhom. 

Barker,  Hiram,  BrigkUu. 

Barnard,  WlUiam  F^ MarUaro* 

*Bames,  WiUiam,  ** 

Bartlett,  Thomas,  Bestem. 

Bassett,  Henry,  ^finoton. 

Bayley,  Robert,  MwbmupwL 

Real,  Alexander,  Butnu 

Beebe,  James  M.         « 

Beebe,  Mrs.  James  VL  ^ 

Beebe,  Charles  E.         " 

Beebe,  Franeif  L.         *' 

Beebe,  Edward  P.         •* 

Beebe,  Emily  B.  ** 

Beebe,  Mary  L.  ** 

Beeeher,  Bar.  William  H.,  JW.  BfokpU. 

Belknap,  Miss  Martha  M.,  FrmmingUm, 

Blaachard,  Mils  Franeas  C.,  QrtUn. 

Bleed,  CynM,  WiMhnUt. 
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Bodwell,  Rev.  J.  C,  Prav^ngktim. 
*fiopd,  George,  Bottom. 

Bowers,  Lake  K. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  Cara  H. 
Brackett,  James,  QHtney. 
Brackett,  Lemuel,     '* 
*Braman,  Rev.  Isaac,  Oeorgttown. 
Brant,  Aaron,  South  Reading. 
Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  Southbork\ 
Brewer,  Cyras,  Doreheotor. 
Briekett,  Franklin,  Huvorhill. 
Briggs,  Rev.  William  T.,  Prinetou. 
Briggs,  Mrs.  Abby  L. 
*Bromfield,  Elisabeth,  Botto*. 
•Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brooks,  Peter  C 
Brown,  Joseph,  Orotom. 
Bucklin,  Simon  S.,  BrooUint. 
Bolkley,  Mrs.  Catharine  P.,  Qrotou. 
Barge,  Lorenso,  Bottom, 
Barr,  Charles  C,  Jiukurndulo. 
Barrage,  J.  C,  Booton. 
Botler,  Rev.  Daniel,  Groton. 
Botler,  Mrs.  Jane  D.     ** 
Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  tTtot  Cntkridgt. 
Cady,  Mrs.  Harriet  &  ** 

Capen,  Blra.  Charles,  J>Vaai<iigA«». 
Carpenter,  Catharine  E.,  Foxbort^. 
Carpenter,  Daniel,  ** 

Carpenter,  Edson,  ** 

Cary,  George  C,  Jf.  BridgowoUr. 
Cary,  Mis.  Mary  D.,  Foxkor^. 
Chapin,  Caleb  T.,  Whitinofmo. 
Chase,  Ann  Maria,  BnorkOL 
Chase,  Heaekiah  A.,  Lymm. 
Chase,  Robert,  HonorkUU 
Child,  Miss  Locy,  Thotford,  Vt. 
Ohilds,  Carlos,  Htnnikor,  If.  H. 
Childs,  Horace,  ** 

Cboata,  David,  SaUm. 
*Clap,  Jamas,  Dorchtotor. 
Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Booton. 
Clapp,  Jamea  B.  ** 

Clapp,  John  C.  ** 

Claric,  George,  Concord. 
Clark,  Jamaa  6.,  Jhdotr. 
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Clark,  John  L.,  JSndcvtr. 

Clark,  Jonathan,  ffinckutcr. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.  " 

Clark,  Mias  Nelly,  Skerbam. 

Clark,  Rev.  P.  K.,  S<nUk  Durfidd. 

Clark,  Rer.  Rufus  W.,  Brooklyn^  M  Y. 

Clarke,  Mra.  Adeliza  H.,  Jfeifway. 

Clarke,  Francis,  Haverhill. 

Clary,  Mra.  S.  S.,  ffareham, 

Cieavoland,  Waldo,  South  De^rJiM- 

Clifford,  Wyatt  B.,  Chatham. 

Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  AVwton. 

Cobb,  Jacob,  JSbington. 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  EL,  Audtmer. 

*Cobb,  Richard,  Boston. 

*Codman,  Charles  R.  " 

Codman,  Mra.  Catharine,  " 

Colby,  Albert,  " 

Colby,  Barak,  Henniker^  JV.  H. 

Cole,  Miss  Ella  A.,  Medteay. 

Conn,  Horace,  fVobun. 

Cook,  Aaa,  JVsioton. 

Coolidge,  Joseph,  Booton. 

Coolidfe,  Lowell,  Sherbom, 

Copp,  Mrs.  Fedora  F.,  ChoUea. 

Cousena,  Beulah  F.,  JVewten  Centre, 

Crosby,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  BoeUm, 

Curtis,  Abner,  Eaet  Abingto*. 

Cushmao,  Geor^  H.,  Ifortk  Bridgewater. 

Cutter,  Stephen,  fVineheeter. 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.       *< 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Reading. 

Dana,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Dana,  Charles  B.,  Brookline, 

Dane,  John  U.  " 

Daniell,  Mrs.  Elisa  B.,  K.  Medwajf. 

Davis,  Alvah  M.,  Haverhill. 

Davis,  Mra.  Elizabeth  W.,  J\rortkboro\ 

Davis,  James,  Boston. 

Day,  Robert  L.,  JVswton. 

DiekaoD,  Oliver,  SomerviUe. 

Dickaon,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  " 

Denham,  Rev.  George,  Barre. 

Denham,  Mrs.  Clara  D.    " 

Diz,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Boston. 

Dodd,  Rev.  8.  G.,  Spencer. 

Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Harvard. 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Ann  S.      " 

Dodge,  Mra.  J.  M.  C,  Andover. 

Doggett,  Mn.  Frances  L.,  Oroveland. 

*Dorr,  John,  Boston. 

*Dow,Josiah,    *< 

*Do%rse,  Edward,  Dedkam. 

Dudley,  P.  W.,  WkitinsvUle. 

Dunham,  Charles  H.,  Winckester. 

Dnnlap,  Sumner,  South  DeerJUld. 

DnoD,  Edward  H.,  Boston. 

Duteb,  Elisabeth  M.    «* 


Dyer,  Rev.  E.  Porter,  Himgkam. 

Eager,  William,  Boston. 

Eames,  Mra.  Nancy,  Skerborn. 

Elastburn,  Rt.  Rev.  Manlon,  Boston. 

Eaton,  Eben,  Framingkam. 

Eaton,  Miss  Martha  W^.,  Fittkkurg. 

Eaton,  W^illiam,  Boston. 

Eaton,  William  J.,  fVestboro*. 

Eddy,  Joshua,  East  MiddUboro\ 

*Eliot,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Eliot,  Samuel  A.     '* 

^Elwell,  Robert,      " 

Emerson,  R.  V.  C,  M'ewton. 

Emery,  Mrs.  Harriet,  AlartA  fFeymomtk. 

Everett,  Edward,  Boston. 

Farnsworth,  Mrs.  Abel,  Oroton. 

Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  Cambridge. 

Fay,  Cyrus,  Westhoro\ 

Fearing,  Albeit,     Boston. 

Fearing,  Mra.  Albert,  " 

Fisher,  Miss  Eliza,  Medteajf. 

Fitz,  Rev.  Daniel,  Ipswick. 

Fitz,  Daniel,  Jr.,  '* 

Fletcher,  Rev.  James  F.,  Danvers, 

Fletcher,  Mn.  Lydia  M.         " 

Fletcher,  Mrs.  L.  C,  WhiUnsville. 

Fletcher,  Stillman,  WinekeHer. 

Ford,  Rev.  George,  East  Falssoutk. 

Ford,  Thomas  A.,  Boston. 

Ford,  Thomas  A.,  Ifortk  Bridgewater. 

Ford,  Mra.  Eliza  C.        ** 

Fosdick,  Charles,  Oroton. 

Fosdick,  Frederick,    " 

Fosdick,  Rose,  ** 

Fosdick,  Samuel  W.  " 

Fosdick,  Mias  Mary,  " 

Foster,  Rev.  Aaron,  E.  Ckarlemont. 

Foster,  Mias  Eliza  C,  Rowlejf. 

*Francis,  Ebenezer,  Boston. 

Furber,  Rev.  Daniel  L.,  Jfewton. 

Furber,  Mra.  Maria  B.         *< 

Gale,  Rev.  Wakefield,  RockporL 

*Gale,  Mrs.  Wakefield,       <* 

Gale,  Justin  Edwards,         >* 

Gallot,  Nathan,  Ch-oton, 

Garrette,  Rev.  Edmund  Y.,  MilUury. 

Ganrette,  Mrs.  Franzenia  W.      <* 

Garrette,  Mary  Spring,  " 

*Gibbs,  Mrs.  Mary,  Boston. 

Gilman,  Miss  Rebecca  I.,  Bradford. 

Gordon,  Solomon  J.,  Boston. 

Gordon,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  ** 

Gordon,  Jeannie,  " 

Gott,  J.  R.,  RockporU 

Grant,  Moses,  Boston. 

*Gray,  Francis  C.  *« 

♦Gray,  Henry,         •* 

Gray,  Horaea, 
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Gnf,loh„C..a.^.w. 

K=,p.KC.,S»ln. 

OiHlg;,  Hit.  Ed»>id  H.,  MiUm—. 

K.I1I.,  AJ.lb,.t  F.,  Ctm^lU. 

GihIij,  M™.  Edwaiil  H. 

K«.h,  Alb.n, 

Gixn,  R>i.  J.  8.  v.,  ^»Mii. 

•Ko,lh,Ch.tlM, 

•Graw.Jolig,  ilHlDa. 

Keilh,Z.A><;,.  CHptltt. 

OrD«.,  Mil.  Cwiitia.  F,xt.Tt: 

KoDdill,  UrL  Abel  M.,  «H(n. 

B^,E.i.U.,S.v^i.lL 

Krndtick,  Hn.  L;<lia  F.,  CiUUaiL 

Hall,  Nn.  JoRpb  C     Orglon. 

K..r,ItobtnW.,r«»<»'. 

•flu>«»u,  Mr..  Muj,  BcK,^ 

H>a»n«d,  R».  W.  a,  J(»Ti«IU>.  Jr.  K 

K*lteU>,J.uba.,A«K». 

Himiixnid,  Ma.  LosiH  11. 

Kinbill,  [lenj'.n.lr>,  9d,  lUrtrUl 

llanl«tek,Tb««>,  <}..-»,. 

Ktn.b»l],  D,.j.l,  Bro4'«T(. 

Utiij.Tnmui,  Mti^kMr. 

KintaU,Hi>.8,l.i.,  »»/)«. 

Hulinc,  H<.]lii,  fVw>i/t.B. 

Klivii>u,MwB>r>b,it»t«.. 

Ibtdi,  B*n].mm,Et«l'.lmnU. 

K»i,Mr..8.,R«tM*i>^,/IL 

Hi^vird,  Ellii,  ilratUni. 

Liinban,  Uiu  EJiuloih  G.,  Il>iili|. 

lU,-.«<.P.al,J**l.,. 

i(i»dl>i;,  a«T.F  4;     G«rt/'W. 

Un,™,  Bd-l-,     B«,«. 

HhJ^  R«>.Jii»phW.,  Vc^b 

LxBtoii,  tin.  Edwio,  " 

M,.rd.Joho,/,™i«*. 

l^m™,  11.1(0, 

UtbioD,  itiii  Fritclili,  Awlff. 

Hanlf ,  JumU,  J'oil>»'. 

Hrwin,  Un.  Annolta  P.,  Fnttn'. 

U(l<ia,Ml.fi.,uui«-.jr.  A. 

UcwiB,,L,TlR. 

Hild«.l.,-M'r.-Sr,,vR..  o™i«. 

•llill.ll.nTT,£ul.m. 

L.w«»..  Mr^  M.  A.        ■. 

Hi]l,J.th>n.,  ;rf*>m 

Uwiwm!  M™.  Nioej  T.,  StJ»,  A".  H, 

•HoliM^AM.l,D.ll     C.-»rUft 

]lola>«,Ul>>il.A.,.4i>^»<r. 

I--«J.,  BPDJnmin.Ji.     " 

iI«.l»r,G»ft<a,£l<rWii. 

L6*di.Mr..Aiin>B.    " 

Umpai,  Bobcrt,  £«!«. 

I*rft,Mu.AnMG.   ■' 

ll<.ppln.R...J>.DMM.,  S.l«. 

H».»,,  Mi-  Eli»,  rn«rA 

Lef..o,„,l...rl,.,,BnB-(,. 

Hdkj,  Gxuia  a,  AMn. 

L*lud,Cil>ia,J>.,AWia. 

H«..F»d»let,O..Hri. 

Uooird,  Eliu.  FnAm'. 

•HoW.jHW.fMH. 

•H.,«,Jabn,       " 

LowiLBMbon,  OnbL 

Ho-«,C«Uiiii,aul». 

UiKob,  P.  W.,  Jr.,  Shuh. 

•LlMola,  Na.h, 

Koirinl,  DiTid, 

Util*,  Bef .  C  C  AVU  JUUdldn-.'. 

Linn»ra,GHi(«,  Cnmtnilfi. 

H«]h€,;6i.u>«,B,«m,. 

•Locke,  EpbioTiu.AHln. 

Hua>pl>nj,DuiiBl,AWft  yiymu*. 

r*cl..,Ml..Mi..j-0..ft-.<r»'* 

•M,.lQp.ll.Tld,      Ann. 

Laamri.BDv.  e.  LMUuh. 

Juk«>n,J.m«, 

Uai,  JQbu  A.,  &n>ll  Dnnvtri. 

•JickHK,  Fuiiek  T.  " 

Lord,  LduliL  C.  .W»iiA<i»r. 

J<|.ki»,HI..C.B.,Ar«Ui.«. 

.L.-,H,Ch.,I...D.D.,B«^ 

Jnhntoii,  Mn.  Eoiu  E.,  Bratfwrt. 


Jooai.  Baaiji  E.,  StUiNH. 


LyDU,  B*r.  OMrta,  Sullgit 
lUlibT,  Bar.  BmliH,  Tteun. 
Htiuiiii,  Edwud  W^  mtonL 
Hubia,  Mn.  Huf  E.,  OrO«o- 
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Marih,  Elizabeth  C,  HaverhUL 
Marsh,  B-  J.,  Oreton. 
Marih,  Mifs  JuIih  M.,  Haverhill. 
*]Mariton,  William,  Boston. 
*McKenn,  VViiliara,     « 
♦McLean,  Mr».  Ann,   " 
MeanR,  Rev.  John  O.,  Roxbury. 
Meant,  Mri.Joho  O.        ** 
Messenger,  Miss  Eliza,  FUchburg. 
MilU,  Rev.  l\  L.,  JVortA  Bridgewter. 
Mills,  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  ** 

Minot,  William,  Boston. 
Minoi,  William,  Jr.    " 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Fanny  L.,  Boston. 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Hardioick. 
Mixter,  Mrs.  S.  E.,  Roek  Island^  III. 
Moore,  Rev.  George,  Andover. 
Moar,  Rufus,  Orolon. 
Moidougb,  Rev.  John  H.,  Hamilton, 
Morley,  Rev.  S.  B.,  tVilliamstoicn. 
Morrison,  Miss  Nancy  T.,  Rovley. 
Morse,  Miss  Abby  P.,  Emporia^  Kansas. 
Morse,  Charles  N.,  Fozboro\ 
Morse,  Miss  Emily  A.,  Bradford. 
Morse,  Henry,  AaticA. 
Mosman,  Walter  B.,  Chicopee. 
Munger,  Rev.  Theodore  T.,  Dorchester. 
Murray,  Rev.  James  O.,  Cambridgepert. 
Murray,  Mrs  Julia  R.  ** 

Nason,  Rev.  Elias,  Exeter^  A*.  H. 
♦Newell,  Montgomery,  Boston. 
Nichols,  James  R.,  HaverhUL 
Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  Oroton. 
Norcross,  Josiah,  South  Reading. 
Nourse,  Daniel,  We»t  JUedtoay. 
Nnyes,  Alva,  .S'orth  Bridgewater. 
Udlin,  Benjamin,  Exeter,  JV.  H. 
Odiin,  Mrs.  E.  T.  ♦' 

Ordway,  Aaron  L.,  AVm  York  city. 
Ordway,  Miss  Charlotte,  Bradford. 
Osborn,  George  F.,  South  Danvers. 
Osgood,  H.  B.,  fVhilinsville. 
Packard,  Rev.  O.  Temple,  Campello. 
Packard,  Zibeon,  Jibington. 
Paine,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  Ilolden. 
Paine,  Miss  Sarah  C.        " 
''Palmer,  Rev.  Stephen,  J^eedham. 
Park,  John  C,  Boston. 

♦Parker,  John,  " 

Parker,  Mrs.  Surah,  '* 

•Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D.      " 
*Parkman,  Samuel,  '* 

Parkman,  51  rs.  Sarah,  ** 

ParmentQr,  Mrs.  £.  J.  G.,  Petersham, 
♦Parsons,  Gorham,  Boston. 
♦Parsons,  William,       »• 
Partridge,  Joseph,  Holliston. 
Patrick,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  Bedford. 


Paul,  Henry,  M'evton. 
Paul,  Luther,        ^^ 
Payson,  Miss  Susan,  Fozboro^ 
Pease,  George  W^,  Salem. 
Pearson,  Miss  Hannah  J.,  Lovell. 
Peckham,  Hubbard,  Petersham. 
Perkins,  E.  E.,  JV.  Middleboro\ 
♦Perkins,  James,     Boston. 
♦Perkins,  James,  Jr.     '* 
♦Perkins,  Thomas  H.    " 
Per  ley,  Jacob,  Situth  Danvers. 
Perry,  Miss  Catharine  H.ySherborn. 
♦Peters,  Edward  D.,  Boston. 
Pottee,  Mi«s  Eliza  J.,  Foxboro\ 
Pottee,  Samuel  Gardner,  Stoughlon. 
Phillips,  Alonzo  P.,  South  Danvers. 
♦Phillips,  Jonathan,  Boston. 
Phillips,  Mrs.  Sally,      " 
♦Phillips,  William,       " 
Pickard,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  Oroveland. 
Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  Medford. 
Plumb,  Rev.  A.  H.,  Chelsea. 
Plumb,  Joseph  Dart,      " 
Pond,  Almira  W.,  South  Maiden, 
Pond,  John  P.,  Boston, 
Pond,  Mrs.  Nancy,  JUedway. 
Poor,  Joseph,  South  Danvers. 
Poor,  Nathan  H.    " 
Porter,  Samuel  S.,  fVinehester. 
Pratt,  Cornelius,  M'orth  fVeymouth 
Pratt,  Galen,  M'orth  Bridgewater. 
Pratt,  Norton,  Braintree, 
♦Preacoit,  William,  Boston. 
♦Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Qeorgetotcn. 
Princo,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.      " 
Proctor,  Thorndike,  South  Danvers. 
Uuincy,  Thomas  D.,  Dorchester. 
auincy,  Mrs.  J.  C.  «• 

Rend,  Horace,  South  Abington. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Agnes  L.,  Boston. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  Lawrence. 
Rico,  Mrs.  Henry  A.         " 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Beverly. 
lUchards,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  Boston. 
Richards,  J.  P.,  Campello. 
Richardson,  Benjamin  P.,  Boston, 
Richardson,  Luther,  Winchester. 
Richardson,  Miss  Sarah  E.,  Concord. 
Richardson,  Sumner,  Winchester, 
♦Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boston. 
Robbins,  Andrew,  Oroton. 
Robbins,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Boston, 
♦Robbins,  Edward  H.  '* 

Roberts,  Rev.  Jacob,  East  Medway. 
Roberts,  Mrs.  Mary  A.        " 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  ^orth  BridgowMer. 
Rock  wood,  John,  Oroton, 
Roekwood,  Mite  Polly  8.,  Ashland, 
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Ri^H,  Georgp,  Bo»tmu 
*Rogora,  Rov.  WilHan  M.,  BoHn. 
RuMell,  Sarah  J.,  Frawnnfhmm. 
Baflurd,  Ecv.  Gaorga  B.,  MbrthkrUg; 
^dalisbury,  8amoel,  BmUu. 
Sarxeott  L.  M.  *' 

Hawtall,  Epbraim,  OrUtn. 
f^eiulder)  Charlat,  BtUn, 
Fcodder,  Mra.  Sarah  L.  " 
Saelej,  Rev.  Rajniood  H.,  HavtrkUt. 
Seclcj,  adn.  Fanny  B.  ** 

Selfridse,  Thotnaa  O.,  BmU: 
Hhattuck,  Andrew,  OrtUn. 
i<haw,  Mra.  Hannah,  BmCoh. 
Sheldon,  Rev.  Lather,  fVuthtn*. 
Hheldon,  Mr*.  Sarah  H.       " 
Shiverick,  Miia  Maiia  L.,  C*mf$H§. 
^Sigourney,  Andrew,  B^tUn, 
Sifoarney,  Henry, 
*S]aek,  Rugglea, 
Slafler,  Rev.  Edmniid  F.  " 
Smoll,  Sanoel  A.,  MiUhury. 
Smith,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  PtfptrM, 
Smith,  Ray.  Mataon  M.,  Bridgtp0rt,  Cl 
Smith,  Mra.  MataonM.  " 

Smith,  Norman,  M.  D.,  OrHou, 
Smith,  Riehaid,  Somtk  Dtamrs, 
Smith,  Mra.  Charlotte,  *' 
*Smith,  Samuel,  BoMUn. 
Snow,  Mra.  Caroline,  AVwton* 
Snow,  Mra.  Mark,  Cktk^wt, 
Soule,  Henry  M.,  Samtk  JlbingUn, 
Bouthgate,  Rev.  Robert,  Iptteuk, 
Southgate,  Mra.  Mary  Francea,  " 
Spoonor,  \V.  B.,   Boston, 
StevenS)  Norman  C    " 
Stevens,  Mn.  E.  M.  " 
Stoddard,  L.  T.,  Brooklin: 
Stone,  Rev.  Andrew  L.,  Botton. 
Stone,  Mrs.  Matilda  F.         " 
Stone,  Martha  A.,  M'9Wi9%  CaaCrt. 
Sumner,  Mrs.  U.  H.,  Foxbaro*. 
Swasey,  Mra.  Praneea  A.,  Lynn. 
Tapley,  Gilbert,  Damvtrt, 
Tappan,  John,  Bo$ton. 
Teele,  Rev.  Albert  K.,  Milton, 
Teele,  Mia.  Cornelia  C.    " 
I'emple,  Mark  M.,  Reading. 
Tenney,  Mra.  Mary  P.,  WinckeHer. 
Thaolier,  Miaa  Caliata  C,  AuUhortf. 
Thacher,  Mra.  Susan  C.  ** 

Thatcher,  Mary  Ludlow,  Middlokoro*. 
Thayer,  Amaaa,  Braintroo, 
Thayer,  Ira,  " 

Thayer,  Mra  Lilla,  " 
Thayer,  Mra.  Jana,  ^ortoa. 
Thayar,  Robert  H.,  Roxhtrf. 
ThnratOD,  Rar.  Riehaid  B.,  fTalOaai. 


Tolman,  Rev.  Riehard,  Towk^ury, 

Tolman,  Rvv.  Samuel  U.,  IVdmingtvn, 

Turrey,  Miaa  Elizabeth  L.,  Somtk  fVefnumlk, 

Torrey,  Jamca,  AVrtA  Wofwt0mtk, 

Trask,  Mrs.  A.  H.,  Manekosttr. 

Trowbridge,  .Mra.  Asa,  Brigkton. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  LebmnoUf  Ct. 

Tucker,  Mra.  Hannah  VV.        *< 

Tucker,  Jeaae,        Milton. 

Tucker,  Nathan,  " 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Nathan,   " 

Tucker,  William,  Dorekitter. 

Tuttle,  Miss  Sarah,  JIniover. 

Tuttle,  Thomas,  Littleton. 

Twichell,  John  M.,  FUckharg. 

Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  Boston. 

Underbill,  Rev.  John  W.,  JV.  Amkeret. 

Vose,  William  H.,  FiUkburg. 

Wakefield,  .Miss  C,  Rending. 

Walcott,  William,  Danvere. 

Wales,  Eraatna,  Enot  Randolpk. 

Walea,  Miss  Mary  Ann,  Boston. 

Walker,  J.  S.,  Enst  Medwny. 

Walker,  Moaea,  HavtrkUL 

Walker,  Robert  G     " 

•Walley,  Samuel  H.,  BoHon. 

Walley,  Samuel  H.         " 

Ward,  Artemas,  <* 

Ward,  Salem  T.,  I¥inckester. 

Warner,  John,  ^Tewton. 

Warren,  Mrs.  Maria,  OrmfUm, 

Warien,  William  A.,  mnckester. 

Welch,  John,  Boston. 

Weld,  James,       " 

Wells,  Mrs.  Martha  O.,  Jfortkb^ro\ 

Wellman,  Rev.  J.  W.,  Mltwton, 

Wendell,  Mrs.  Catharine,  Boston, 

Wheeler,  Miss  Abby  F.,  Consord, 

Whitcomb,  Lewis,  East  Ramdolpk. 

Whitcomb,  Reuben,       Harvard, 

Whitoomb,  Reuben,  Jr.  ** 

Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Abby  F.       " 

Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D.     " 

Whitcomb,  Miss  Mary  M.      " 

White,  Comeliua,  E.  Rondolpk. 

*White,  Jamea,  Boston, 

White,  Josiah,  Peterskam. 

White,  Mrs.  Mary  C,  £a«{9». 

White,  Newton,  East  Randolpk, 

WhiUn,  Charlea  P.,  fVkUinsmlle. 

Whitin,  Paul,  " 

Whitmarsh,  Mary,  Soutk  JIbington. 

Whitney,  Charles  H.,  FiUkburg. 

Whitney,  Mrs.  Permelia  V.,  Petsrskam. 

*Wigglesworth,  Thomas,  Boston, 

Wilcox,  Rev.  William  H.,  Jlaaiiiif . 

Wilbur,  Joaeph,  Taunton. 

Wild,  Daniel,  Boston. 
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VVilMo,  Rav.  ThomUi  8tmigkt§iu 
Winslow,  Pelham,  Elatt  JIbiugton. 
Wiathrop,  Robert  C,  Boston. 
*WiDthrop,  Thomat  L.    *' 
WithiDfton,  Otia,  Brooklint. 
VVokott,  William,  Dmnvtrs. 
Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  Sutton. 
Wood,  Elisabeth  C,  Foxhoro'. 
Wood,  Mrs.  E  B.,  WkitinnUU. 


Wooil,  Mrs.  Sutan,  Ctroton. 
Woodn,  MiH  Abbie  Wheeler,  Mnlion. 
Woods,  Joaeph  Wheeler,  Boston. 
Woods,  Samuel  U.  ** 

Woodward,  Ebemiscr,  Mlnetom. 
•Worthiofton,  William,  Boston. 
Wiley,  Mrs.  Ann  E.,  SontA  Rsading. 
Wyman,  William  O.,  Fitekhtrg. 


The  payment  of  Twentt  Dollars  constitutet  the  Donor  a  Member 
for  Life. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


«( 


(« 


(< 


It 


It 


tt 


11 


(2  L.  M.) 


Beoeipts  firom  May  1»  1860,  to  May  1, 1861. 
SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street, 

Rev.  Mr.  Alden,  South  Boston, 
Rev.  Messrs.  Blagden  and  Manning,  Old 

South,  .... 

Rev,  Dr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon, 
Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  Bowdoin  Street, 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Park  Street,    . 
Rev.  Mr.  Todd,  Winter  Street, 
Rev,  Mr.  Webb,  Shawmut  Avenue, 
Hedding  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Dr.  Giles  Pease,  to  send  Bibles  to  Italy, 
Edward  Wigglesworth,  Esq.,  $5  ;  Mrs.  WQliam  H 
Prescott,  $6  ;  Theodore  Lyman,  Esq.,  $2 ;   John 
R.  Brefwer,  $2  ;  William  R.  Ware,  $1 ;  Mrs.  Sim- 
moBS,  50  cts. ;  E.  W.  Champney,  $3  ;  . 
A  friend,  $2  ;  do.  $1 ;  do.  $1 ;  do.  $1 ;    . 
**  To  make  hay  while  the  sun  shines,  in  Italy,*' 
Chelsea,  Broadway  Church  and  Society, 

Chestnut  Street  Sabbath  School,  to  send  Bibles  to 
Italy,  (2  L.  M.) 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 
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II 


II 


II 


ti 


II 


II 


It 


II 


$ 


241 

95 

56 

83 

87  56 

149 

08 

160 

00 

127 

05 

62 

00 

45 

00 

15 

31 

12 

00 

II 


II 


II 


Andovtr,  South  Church  and  Parish,       .... 

Beverly,  Washington  Street  Church  and  Society,  . 

Boxford,  First  Parish, 

Bradford,  Congregational  Chxirch  and  Society,  (l.  m.)    . 

Byfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Danvers,  First  Religious  Society,  (1  l.  m.)     . 

Maple  Street  Chxirch  and*  Society,  (2  l.  m.  bal.) 
South  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Essex,  First  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Gloucester,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


II 


II 


18 

50 

5 

00 

3 

00 

23 

00 

40 

00 

$  1,046 

28 

$  102 

15 

12 

00 

13 

29 

153 

96 

4 

05 

26 

83 

21 

18 

21 

00 

29 

11 

35 

15 

40 

00 

43 
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Hamilton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Haverhill,  Centre  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

*•  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  ( 

Ipswich,  South  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Lynn,  Mrs.  Frances  Swazey,  (1  l.  m.  balance,) 
Manchester,  Society  of  liev.  F.  V.  Tenney.  (1  l.  m.) 

"  Society  of  Rev.  George  E.  Freeman,  . 

Methuen,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
^liddleton.  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Newburyport,  ^NTiitefield  Church  and  Society, 

A  lady, 

Belleville,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fiske, 
Rowley,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pike,  (2  l.  m.)  . 
Rockport,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Topstield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


mDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Ashby,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Assabet,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Boxboro*,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Cambridge,  Shepard  Congregational  Society,  . 

Cambridgeport,  First  Evan.  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (6  l.  m.) 

Dunstable,  William  Dunn,      .... 

Groton,  Union  Orthodox  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
**       Joshua  Green,  M.  D.,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.) 

Holliston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Hopkinton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
**  A  friend, 

Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Lowell,  Appleton  Street  Church  and  Society, 
High  Street  Church  and  Society, 
John  Street  Church  and  Society, 
Mrs.  Zadock  Rogers,  (1  l.  d.  a.  b.  s.) 

Newton,  Eliot  Church,  (4  l.  m.) 
Henry  Paul,  (1  l.  m.) 
Mrs.  Sophia  Stone,  (2  l.  m.)     . 

Pepperell,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

SaxonviUe,  Edwards  Church, 

Sherbom,  Female  Reading  and  Benevolent  Society,   (2  l.  m.) 

Shirley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Somerville,  First  Orthodox  Cong.  Church  and  Society, 

Sudbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Tewksbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 


•       1 

1 

$9  00 

(2  L.  M.) 

65   90 

2  L.  M.) 

45  06 

27  00 

5   00 

53  28 

10  00 

46  39 

6  60 

17  34 

20  00 

67  46 

42  82 

25  00 

14  00 

it 


t< 


il 


it 


it 


$  894  06 

$  10  00 
13  00 
43  00 

6  00 
114  30 

32  17 

120  00 

2  00 

41  00 
30  00 

42  24 

13  50 
1  00 

7  50 

14  57 
17  00 

27  67 
150  00 

81  76 
20  00 
40  00 

7  39 
16  58 
40  00 

4  26 
40  13 
12  87 

28  00 


u 


Townsend,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Waltham,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Chxirch  and  Society, 
Wayland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Westford,  Union  Church  and  Society,     .... 
Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Barre,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Berlin,  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Charlton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Dana,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 

Fitchburg,  Religious  Charitable  Society,  (2  l.  x.  a.  b.  s.) 

Gardner,  First  Congregational  Chxirch  and  Society, 

"         Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Globe  Village,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Grafton,  Evangelical  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
Hard  wick,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Harvard,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Leicester,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Leominster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Lunenburg,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
New  Braintrcc,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
North  Brookfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Northbridge,  **  Brothers,  sisters,  children  and  friends,*'  (1  l 

Phillipston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Southbridgc,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Sturbridge,  Cong^gational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Uxbridgc,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Westboro',  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
West  Brookfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Whitinsville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (4  l.  m.) 


$20  24 

22  00 
12  54 
15  60 

104  06 

f 1,149  26 

$35  20 

17  00 

8  60 

8  00 

123  90 

25  32 
17  42 
14  25 
60  00 

23  84 
31  75 
28  75 

12  75 

13  00 

26  00 
20  38 

30  00 
11  00 
25  50 
23  00 
77  00 
74  00 
16  00 
235  00 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 
Amherst,  North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Ware,  District  No.  3, 


$  957  66 

30  00 
2  00 


$32  00 
HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Hampden  County  Bible  Society. — Mr,  James  Bretper,  Springfield,  Tr, 

Brimfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  $  98  07 

Chicopee,  Nathan  Mosman,  (1  l.  m.) 20  00 

Donations, 549  35 


On  Bible  account,  $252  65. 


$  667  42 
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FRANKLIN   COUNTY. 

Franklin  County  Bible  Society. — Mr,  William  EUiot,  Greenfield^  TV. 

Ashficld,  First  Parish,  Ladies'  Association,   $19  02  ;   Gent 

do.  f  12  33  ; 

Bemardston,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Charlemont,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

East  Charlemont,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Gill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Greenfield,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Leverett,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Montague,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b. 

Northfield,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

South  Deerfield,  Monument  Church  and  Society,   . 

Warwick,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

West  Hawley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Whateley,  Cong,  Church  and  Society,  (1  l,  m.  a,  b.  s.) 


Deduct  paid  for  printing,    . 


.   $31 

35 

4 

50 

12 

00 

78  44 

13 

06 

10 

56 

61 

52 

15 

00 

8.)   34 

43 

6 

38 

14 

00 

7 

00 

16 

00 

30  00 

333 

24 

10 

00 

$323  24 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Brookline,  Simon  S.  Bucklin,  (1  l.  m.)  . 
Dedham,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Burgess,   . 

•«         South,  Congregational  Church  Ind  Society, 
Dorchester,  Second  Church  and  Society, 

••  Misses  Bald-^dn,  .... 

East  Randolph,  Winthrop  Church,  (1  l.  m.)  . 
Foxboro*,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Medway,  First  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

"        E.  F.  Richardson, 

Roxbury,  Eliot  Church,  (on  Bible  account,  $15,)  . 
South  Weymouth,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Walpole,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Taunton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
**         Winslow  Church  and  Society,  ... 


$20 

00 

80 

00 

11 

66 

166 

62 

5 

00 

30  35 

68 

61 

37  50 

51 

01 

2 

00 

115 

86 

15 

00 

20 

00 

$623  61 


$55  57 
18  03 


$73  60 
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PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  South,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (of  which  $3,50 
arc  a  **  bequest  of  Emily  Matthews,  a  Sabbath 
school  scholar,  to  give  the  Bible  to  poor  chil- 
dren,") (1  L.  M.)  .... 
**          South,  Mary  Whitmarsh,  (1  l.  m.) 
Hanoyer,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Middleboro',  First  Parish,  (1  l.  m.)         ... 

**  North,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

North  Bridgewater,  Porter  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Plymouth,  South  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 


BARNSTABLE  COU^NTY. 


$20  00 
20  00 

7  00 
24  00 
28  04 
22  00 

6  00 

$127  04 


Barnstable  County  Bible  Society. — Mr,  John  J/imroe,  TV. 


On  Bible  account,  $87,00. 

Centreville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
East  Falmouth,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,) 

Mr.  Hatch, 


<« 


<« 


$13  90 

20  00 

10  00 

2  00 

$45  90 


MISCELLANEOUS   DONATIONS. 

Campton,  N.  H.,  John  Rogers, 

East  Woodstock,  Ct.,  Mrs.  Lucy  Paine,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  A  friend 

Henniker,  N.  H.,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)  . 
New  England  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
North  Waterford,  Me.,  W.  W.  Green,  to  send  Bibles  to  Italy, 
Thctford,  Yt.,  Lucy  A.  Child,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,) 

Walpole,  N.  H.,  Simeon  Perry, 

A  friend,  $10 ;  do.  $5  ; 


$722  27 
COLLECTIONS. 

By  the  Rev,  E.  F.  Slafter,  Affeni  of  the  American  Bible  Societi/, 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Boston,  on  Bible  account,  $3,46. 


$1 

00 

30 

00 

13 

00 

26 

08 

322 

19 

10 

00 

5 

00 

300  00 

16  00 

Christ  Church,  Boston,  . 
Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston, 
St.  James's  Church,  Roxbury, 
St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanover, 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Dedham,   . 
Trinity  Church,  Haverhill,      . 


$5  55 
67  40 
84  32 
15  00 
60  00 
15  02 
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St.  Andrew's  Church,  Norwich,  Ct. 

St.  Thomas's  Church,  Hanoyer,  N.  H. 

St.  Thomas's  Church,  Taunton, 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Newton  Lower  Falls 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 

Calvary  Church,  Danvers, 

Grace  Clmrch,  Newton  Comer, 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 

Emmanuel  Church,  Boston,    . 

St.  John's  Church,  Charlestown, 

Grace  Church,  Boston,   . 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Chelsea, 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline, 


$  1,503  61 

[Other  collections  made  by  Mr.  Slaftbr,  in  Muuchusctts,  have  been  paid  through 
other  Auxiliary-  Societies.] 


$3 

60 

2 

64 

75  00 

33 

33 

52 

00 

393 

00 

4 

00 

14 

25 

362  00 

100 

00 

37  00 

50 

00 

4 

50 

125 

00 

LEGACIES. 

Boston,  Miss  Mary  P.  Townsend,  by  William  Minot  and  Wil- 
liam Minot,  Jr.,  Ex'rs,         .......$  2,000  00 

Foxboro',  Miss  Eunice  Grovcr,  by  James  Capen,  Ex'r,    .         .  62  99 

Northampton,  Miss  Betsey  Allen,  by  Moses  Warner,  Ex'r,    .  30  00 

Randolph,  Miss  Mary  K.  Alden,  by  Ebenezer  Alden,  M.D., 

(2  L.  M.) 40  00 

$  2,132  99 

Annual  Bubsciiptions, $  654  00 

Returned  for  books  donated, 9  00 

Interest  and  diyidends, 1,241  50 

Sales  at  the  Depositor)', 10,424  88 


Amount  acknowledged  in  the  preceding  lists. 


22,568  32 


Pecufiiary  remittances  and  liters  relating  to  the  buaineet  of  the 
Depository^  and  orders  for  Books^  should  be  addressed  to  S.  T.  Farwbll, 
Agent f  No,  15  ComhiUy  Boston, 
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ANNUAL   REPORT. 


The  Charter  of  Incorporation  under  which  we 
are  acting,  declares  that  this  Society  "  is  instituted 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution, to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  of  the  version  in  common  use  in 
the  churches  in  New  England,  for  distribution 
among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State  and 
elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
tures, and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others." 

To  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  we  have 
directed  our  efforts  during  another  year,  inviting 
the  aid  of  all  friendly  to  the  cause ;  and,  as  our 
means  and  opportunities  allowed,  distributing  the 
Scriptures  among  the  destitute. 

There  have  been  issued  from  the  Depository, 
fifty-one  thousand,  one  hundred  and  ten  volumes ; 
a  greater  number  by  twelve  thousand  than  last 
year,  and  an  advance  of  sixteen  thousand  upon 
two  years  ago.  Of  these,  eleven  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  ninety-six  were  Bibles,  twenty-three 


thousand  and  eighty-eight  Testaments,  ten  thou- 
sand, three  hundred  and  three  copies  of  the  Testa- 
ment and  Psalms,  twenty-eight  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  of  the  Psalms,  and  thirteen  himdred  and 
fifty-one  copies  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  John. 

Most  of  our  issues  have  been  in  the  English 
language,  only  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-six 
being  in  various  foreign  languages.  And  of  the 
whole  amount,  the  number  of  volumes  circulated 
gratuitously  has  been  eighteen  thousand,  four  hun- 
dred and  five,  at  a  cost  of  ^3,141. 

The  year  past,  fruitful  in  great  events  to  our 
country,  has  been  marked,  as  will  be  seen,  by 
unusual  activity  in  the  Bible  work.  When  our 
armies  began  to  muster  at  the  call  of  the  Govern- 
ment, a  general  desire  was  felt  that  all  the  soldiers 
should  possess  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  camps 
were  visited,  and  the  men  who  were  found  desti- 
tute were  furnished  with  some  portion  of  the  Bible, 
usually  the  New  Testament  and  Psalms.  For  the 
convenience  of  the  soldiers,  compelled  upon  their 
marches  to  practice  the  utmost  economy  of  space 
and  weight,  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  was  printed  in 
a  separate  volume,  and  also  the  Book  of  Proverbs 
and  of  Psalms  ;  and  of  these,  large  numbers  have 
been  circulated.  In  all,  ninety-two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  copies  of  the  Scriptures  have  gone  from 
our  Depository  to  the  soldiers.  And  to  the  sailors 
in  our  navy,  twenty-two  hundred  copies  have  been 
distributed,  of  which  more  than  one  half  were 
Bibles ;   fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  were  given   to 


recruits  on  board  the  receiving  ship  Ohio,  through 
the  labors  of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association.* 

Through  the  efforts  of  Bible  Societies  and  of 
individuals,  it  is  believed  that  all  the  brave  men 
composing  our  armies  who  desire  to  have  them, 
possess  the  Scriptures,  more  than  half  a  million 
of  copies  having  been  appropriated  to  this  object. 
Without  doubt,  this  wide  field  has  the  usual  pro- 
portion of  stony  ground,  and  of  wayside,  and  of 
thorns ;  it  has  also  its  good  ground,  where  a  thirty, 
a  sixty,  or  a  hundred-fold  increase  gladdens  the 
heart  and  rewards  the  toil  of  the  sower.  From 
our  chaplains  and  others,  we  learn  that  the  books 
given  have  been  carefully  preserved  and  extensively 
read.  We  need  no  witness  to  the  fact  that,  having 
been  read,  they  have  done  good  ;  that  they  have 
preserved  many  from  paths  of  evil ;  have  increased 
their  courage  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and  taught 
them  how  to  gain  the  victory,  in  sickness  and 
death,  over  the  last  enemy. 

Besides  the  volumes  given  to  the  sailors  in  our 
men-of-war,  twenty-nine  hundred  and  twenty-two 
copies  have  been  distributed  to  seamen  in  the 
merchant  service.  The  remainder  of  our  issues 
have  gone  to  supply  the  ever-recurring  wants  of 
the  community — to  those  called  to  battle  with  pov- 
erty and  ignorance,  and  who  are  destitute  of  the 
opportunities  of  religious  culture  which  the  more 
favored  enjoy.     Here  we  have  a  permanent  and 

♦  For  a  particular  account  of  these  labors,  we  refer  to  the  letter  of  the 
Librarian  of  the  Association,  which  is  published  in  the  Appendix. 
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moBt  inviting  field  of  labor.  The  rebellion  against 
the  Government  will  soon  be  crushed,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  upon  us,  and  our  soldiers  will  return 
to  the  peaceful  pursuits  they  have  left.  But  the 
poor  we  shall  always  have  with  us,  and  whenso- 
ever we  will  we  may  do  them  good. 

The  canvass  of  Barnstable  County,  which  was 
mentioned  in  our  last  Report  as  in  progress,  has 
been  completed  by  our  Colporteur,  Mr.  Jacob 
Herset.  Beyond  this,  it  was  not  judged  expe- 
dient to  carry  this  form  of  labor  during  the  year. 
Meanwhile  our  Secretary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butler, 
has  continued  his  work  of  exploration  and  super- 
vision over  the  whole  field,  preaching  and  attend- 
ing meetings,  and  making  collections  in  behalf  of 
the  cause. 

The  income  of  our  Society  from  all  sources,  the 
past  year,  has  been  ^19,385.04.  With  $3,595.54 
on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  total 
available  means  have  been  $22,980.58.  The  ex- 
penditures have  amounted  to  $20,720.42.  Of  the 
income,  the  donations,  legacies  and  annual  sub- 
BcriptionB  amounted  to  $8,917.36,  and  the  sales 
have  been  $9,230.68.  There  was  received  from 
dividends  on  stocks  and  interest,  $1,337. 

There  has  been  expended,  for  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, $13,976.94.  The  expenses  of  the  Deposi- 
tory, of  the  General  and  Depository  Agents  and 
Assistant,  Colporteur,  paper,  printmg,  rent,  &c., 
have  been  $3,505.55.  Donations  to  the  American 
Bible  Society,  New  York,  were  $3,287.93. 


This  is  a  gratifying  statement,  but  it  is  not  so 
much  as  ought  to  be  raised  in  our  Commonwealth, 
and  might  be  judiciously  expended  by  us.  During 
the  year  the  Trustees  have  had  their  attention 
specially  directed  to  the  importance  of  a  more 
thorough  and  comprehensive  work  on  the  part  of 
our  Society.  The  American  Bible  Society  at  New 
York  has  held  communications  with  us,  by  several 
letters  and  by  the  deputation  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Brigham  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Janes,  as  a  special 
Committee  of  Consultation  in  regard  to  this  impor- 
tant matter.  It  is  hoped  we  shall  continue  in  the 
path  so  wisely  marked  out  for  us  in  our  Charter, 
and  go  vigorously  forward  in  accomplishing  the 
purposes  which  are  so  plainly  stated  therein.  It 
surely  becomes  us  to  see  that  our  whole  Common- 
wealth is  taken  care  of;  and  by  combining  the 
counsels  and  efforts  of  friends  of  the  Bible  in  all 
parts  of  the  State,  we  shall  insure  at  once  a  deeper 
interest  in  the  cause  at  large,  and  secure  more 
liberal  contributions  in  aid  of  the  destitute  else- 
where. In  answer  to  such  appeals  from  abroad  as 
are  made  directly  to  us,  and  which  it  is  most  natu- 
ral and  easy  for  us  to  answer,  much  more  may  be 
done  than  what  from  the  first  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  do.  And  there  is  no  limit,  save  our 
ability,  to  what  we  may  do  in  that  field  which  is 
the  world,  through  the  channel  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  with  which,  since  its  origin  in  1816, 
only  six  years  after  our  own,  we  have  been  aflUi- 
ated. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  that  favored  Society 
has  enjoyed  a  year  of  great  prosperity.    While  its 
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receipts  have  slightly  declined,  its  issues  have 
greatly  exceeded  those  of  any  previous  year, 
amounting  to  one  million,  ninety-nine  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  forty-three. 

Of  this  large  number,  more  than  six  hundred 
thousand  have  gone  to  the  army.  Their  books 
have  been  sent  to  every  camp  ;  they  have  been 
found  among  the  stores  of  the  commissary  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  chaplain,  to  supply  the  inevitable 
waste  that  war  occasions  ;  with  a  liberal  hand  they 
have  been  furnished  to  our  hospitals  ;  and  the 
hosts  who  are  hastening  through  the  Red  Sea  from 
the  house  of  bondage,  have  freely  received  the 
Holy  Scriptures. 

The  aspect  of  the  work  in  foreign  lands  becomes 
every  year  more  hopeful,  and  urges  us  to  increas- 
ing efforts.  With  gratitude  to  God  we  record  the 
fact  that  upon  every  continent,  in  greatly  increas- 
ing numbers,  men  are  found  anxious  to  possess  the 
Scriptures,  and  that  the  field  in  actual  occupation 
covers  almost  the  whole  of  the  known  world. 

During  the  year,  one  of  our  Trustees,  the  Hon. 
William  Appleton,  has  been  removed  by  death. 
Through  a  long  and  eminently  useful  life,  he  was 
a  lover  and  a  doer  of  the  word  ;  and  in  his  death, 
every  good  cause  mourns  the  loss  of  a  sincere 
friend  and  a  mxmificent  patron. 


ANNUAL   MEETING 


The  Fifty-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  SoaEXY  of 
Massachusetts,  was  held  in  the  Central  Church,  Winter 
Street,  Boston,  May  26,  1862 ;  the  President,  Hon.  Samuel 
H.  Walley,  in  the  chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  and  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Trustees  during  the  year,  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

The  By-Laws  were  amended  in  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Arti- 
cles, so  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  fourteen  Vice  Pres- 
idents ;  and  the  Eleventh  Article  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words,  ''  each  of  said  committees  to  consist  of  three  per- 


sons." 


The  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  introduced 
by  Hon.  Jacob  Sleeper,  and  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  his  wise  providence, 
to  remove  by  death  our  associate  and  fellow-laborer,  William 
Appleton,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  bow  with  submission  to  His  will,  who  doeth  all 
things  well,  feeling  that  the  removal  of  our  friend  from  the  scene  of 
his  earthly  labors,  while  it  involves  great  loss  to  us,  is  gain  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  consecration  of  himself  and  so  large  an 
amount  of  wealth  as  he  contributed  during  his  life-time,  to  benevo- 
lent objects,  he  has  lefl  an  example  worthy  of  imitation. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  sympathy  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  rejoice  that  we  can  point  them  for  consolation  to  the 
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teaching  of  that  Blessed  Volame  which  he,  in  common  with   his 
fellow-laborers,  strove  to  distribate  among  the  destitute. 

A  communication  was  received  from  George  R.  Sampson, 
Esq.,  declining  a  re-election  to  the  office  of  Treasurer.  On 
motion  of  T.  R.  Mabvin,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  George 
R.  Samps  on,  Esq.,  for  his  efficient  and  faithful  services  as  Treasurer, 
for  the  past  twelve  years. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
chosen. 

At  the  close  of  the  business  meeting,  the  public  Anniver- 
sary services  were  held. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered,  by  the  Rev. 
William  R  Nichoi^on,  D.  D.,  of  Boston. 

The  President,  in  his  introductory  Address,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

No  year  since  the  existence  of  this  nation  has  been  more 
eventful  than  that  which  now  closes.  In  none  have  there  been 
more  striking  events  to  be  recorded  on  the  page  of  history ;  in 
none  have  there  been  more  marked  interpositions  of  the  hand  of 
Providence.  K  there  were  no  other,  the  building  of  the  '  Mon- 
itor,' under  such  adverse  circumstances  ;  her  issuing  forth  at  the 
moment  that  she  did ;  her  wonderful  preservation  from  being 
overwhelmed  in  the  ocean  ;  her  appearance  after  the  destruction 
of  other  vessels  had  demonstrated  that  the  navy  of  three  nations 
would  be  of  no  avail  against  iron-clad  steamers  ;  and  just  in 
season  to  stay  further  havoc  of  our  navy,  and  hold  the  '  Merri- 
mac '  itself  at  bay  ;  are  sufficient  to  convince  the  most  skeptical 
— ^if  he  be  not  an  atheist — ^that  God  did  interpose,  in  the  hour 
of  our  greatest  peril,  to  turn  the  tide  of  battle,  and  save  our 
nation  from  destruction.  And  this  is  only  one  of  many  marked 
interpositions  in  our  behalf.  But  the  God  of  Providence  is  also 
the  God  of  Revelation ;  and  there  is  no  volume  to  which  we 
can  turn,  as  to  the  Bible,  for  guidance,  instruction  and  comfort, 
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amid  the  varied  perplexities  and  afflictions  that  beset  our  path 
on  earth. 

It  is  my  honest  conviction,  that  no  sorrow,  or  calamity,  or 
disappointment,  can  befall  us — no  uncertainty  as  to  the  path  of 
duty  can  fill  our  minds  with  painful  disquietude — ^but  we  may 
find  relief  and  direction  and  instruction,  suited  to  each  case, 
and  singularly  appropriate  to  each  necessity,  in  the  storehouse 
of  the  Bible. 

The  more  we  study  this  Holy  Book,  the  more  rich  and  sug- 
gestive do  we  find  its  contents  ;  and  not  only  the  thoughts,  but 
the  very  words  of  inspiration  seem  to  meet  our  exact  case. 
The  speaker  has  often  noticed  this,  in  years  past,  in  his  own 
experience,  and  has  read  well  attested  facts  of  like  experience 
on  the  part  of  others  ;  and  never  has  this  been  more  evident 
than  during  the  past  year. 

On  the  morning  of  the  anniversary  of  the  birth-day  of  the 
Father  of  our  Country — when  our  struggles  and  our  trials  were 
very  severe,  and  we  were  striving  to  gather  fresh  strength  and 
courage  to  persevere  in  our  efforts  to  save  the  Grovemment,  by 
listening  to  the  counsels  of  wisdom  as  contained  in  the  farewell 
address  of  Washington — the  speaker  came  to  the  following 
remarkable  passage  in  the  course  of  his  regular  morning  read- 
ing :— 

"  Take  counsel  together,  and  it  shall  come  to  nought ;  speak 
the  word,  and  it  shall  not  stand  :  for  God  is  with  us.  For  the 
Lord  spake  thus  to  me  with  a  strong  hand,  and  instructed  me 
that  I  should  not  walk  in  the  way  of  this  people,  saying,  Say  ye 
not,  A  confederacy,  to  all  them  to  whom  this  people  shall  say, 
A  confederacy  ;  neither  fear  ye  their  fear,  nor  be  afraid.  Sanc- 
tify the  Lord  of  hosts  himself;  and  let  him  be  your  fear,  and 
let  him  be  your  dread." — Isaiah  viii.  10-13. 

But  I  am  only  repeating  what  your  own  experience  has 
often  demonstrated  to  be  true ;  and  we  are  prepared,  therefore, 
to  value  more  highly  than  ever  this  blessed  voltune. 

This  anniversary  week  has  many  advantages  in  bringing 
friends  together  from  a  distance,  to  discourse  on  topics  of  com- 
mon interest,  and  to  cheer  each  other  in  devising  plans  for  doing 
good  to  the  souls  of  men.  But  there  is  one  feature  that  com- 
mends our  Association,  beyond  any  and  all  others  that  convene 
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this  week,  and  renders  our  meeting  more  akin  to  that  we  antici- 
pate in  Heaven ;  for  all  of  every  name  in  our  land  who  call 
themselves  Christians,  prize  the  Bible  as  their  guiding-star,  and 
with  us,  as  in  Heaven,  there  is  "  no  sect."  . 

The  preamble  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of  this  Society 
declares  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  to  be,  that  it  may  '^  be 
appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  *  *  *  for  distribution 
among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State  and  elsewhere, 
who  are  destitute  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be 
conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

In  furtherance  of  this  original  design,  and  to  increase  the 
interest  in  the  noble  work  for  which  this  Society  was  formed,  it 
has  been  deemed  advisable  to  change  our  By-Laws,  so  as  to 
enable  us  to  elect  an  increased  number  of  officers  from  different 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  thus  secure  an  active  and 
efficient  co-operation  in  our  two-fold  endeavor  to  place  the  Word 
of  Life  in  the  hands  of  every  individual  in  our  own  State  who  is 
willing  to  receive  it,  and  to  furnish  the  waters  of  salvation 
** elsewhere"  as  our  charter  reads,  wherever  there  is  an  open 
door ;  and  having  done  all  that  counsel  and  labor  can  accom- 
plish, by  an  increased  and  vigorous  effort  of  the  friends  of  the 
cause,  in  city  and  country — in  furnishing  the  destitute  with  the 
Sacred  Scriptures — we  will  then  hand  over  whatever  surplus 
shall  have  been  confided  to  us  for  this  special  purpose,  or  which 
may  remain  of  unexpended  income  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
to  the  American  Bible  Society,  to  be  used  as  they  may  judge 
best. 

Two  facts  connected  with  the  history  of  the  past  year  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten  by  the  members  of  this  Society.  One  is, 
the  smiles  of  Providence  upon  the  efforts  which  have  been 
made  to  give  the  Bible  to  the  army  and  navy.  The  Continental 
Congress  commenced  this  work  before  a  Bible  Society  was 
organized  on  this  Continent,  and  now  that  we  are  struggling  to 
save  the  Government  which  our  Fathers  established,  it  is  cheer- 
ing to  know  that  the  same  Bible,  on  which  their  faith  rested, 
and  by  which  their  lives  were  guided,  is  fiimished  to  those  who 
are  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Revolution  over  again.  May  this 
blessed  volume  carry  light  and  knowledge,  not  only  to  our 
soldiers  and  sailors,  but  also  to  the  prisoners  of  war,  and  show 
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them  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  save  their  souls.  Thus  may 
we  feed  our  enemies  with  the  bread  of  life,  and  in  return  for 
the  evils  and  outrages  perpetrated  on  our  people,  heap  coals  of 
fire  on  their  heads. 

The  other  fact  which  claims  our  notice,  is  the  demise  of  many 
whose  names  have  been  distinguished  as  emphatically  Bible 
men. 

The  National  Society  has  lost  its  revered  head — the  learned, 
enlightened  and  beloved  Frelinghuysen,  whose  virtues  and 
whose  talents  have  alike  endeared  him  to  the  good  citizens  of 
our  whole  country,  of  every  name  and  every  sect.  Not  to 
detain  you  by  recounting  the  list,  we  must  not  omit  to  mention 
one  of  our  own  Board,  Hon.  William  Appleton,  endeared  to 
all  who  knew  him  by  native  modest  worth,  as  much  as  by  the 
claims  for  gratitude  which  his  extensive  but  unostentatious 
charities  imposed.  The  Bible  was  the  directory  of  his  life. 
Oflen  has  the  speaker  heard  him  testify  as  to  its  precious  con- 
solation in  the  very  heavy  and  peculiar  trials  which  he  had 
been  called  to  endure,  and  which  seemed,  even  by  the  intensity 
of  their  glow,  to  consume  the  dross,  and  make  the  pure  gold 
shine  with  increasing  lustre  in  his  Christian  life. 

Friends, — let  us  enter  upon  another  year  with  fresh  zeal  in 
our  holy  work,  and  strive,  while  life  and  strength  remain,  to  do 
all  in  our  power  to  give  the  leaves  which  are  for  the  healing  of 
the  nations  to  every  one  who  is  willing  to  receive  them  at  our 
hands. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, read  the  Fifty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees, 
which  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Rev.  Samuel  Harris,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  Bangor  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  Me.,  delivered  an  Address,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  abstract : 

Civilization  is  possible  on  two,  and  only  two,  political  princi- 
ples : — the  principle  of  Domination,  that  a  governing  class  has  a 
right  to  privileges  at  the  expense  and  by  the  service  of  the 
inferior  classes,  and  that  Government  exists  to  protect  the  privi- 
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leges  of  the  few,  and  to  compel  the  service  of  the  many ; — and 
the  principle  of  Republicanism,  that  all  men  are  endowed  by 
God  with  the  equal  right  to  develop  and  use  their  own  faculties, 
subject  to  the  divine  law  of  right  and  wrong,  and  to  possess 
what  they  thus  acquire,  and  that  Government  exists  to  protect 
this  right.  The  conflict  of  these  principles,  and  the  gradual 
advance  of  the  latter,  characterize  the  modem  history  of 
Christendom.  This  advance  has  created  for  itself  the  name, — 
Popular  Progress. 

The  subject  of  the  Address — The  dependence  of  Popular  Pro- 
gress on  the  JBihUj  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  circulating  the 
Bible,  even  amid  the  existing  convulsion. 

It  was  premised  that  the  w^ork  of  the  Society  ought  not  to  be 
interrupted  at  such  a  time,  because  the  Bible  alone  meets  the 
spiritual  wants  of  man,  which  are  always  the  same.  Humanity 
is  deeper  and  broader  than  the  State,  and  its  life  goes  on,  with 
its  alternations  of  action  and  rest,  of  joy  and  sorrow,  whatever 
the  condition  of  the  State.  Man's  spiritual  wants  arc  always 
the  same,  a  sinner  needing  redemption,  weak,  ignorant,  dying 
and  needing  help,  destined  to  eternity,  and  needing  light  and 
preparation.  Whatever  the  state  of  society,  there  is  need  of 
the  Bible  to  meet  these  ever  changing  wants. 

But  aside  from  this,  the  Bible  is  necessary  to  popular  progress 
itself. 

Historically,  the  modem  Popular  Progress  originated  in  the 
Bible  ;  it  is  nothing  else  than  IVotestantism  in  its  necessary 
application  to  social  and  political  life.  The  effective  working 
peculiarity  of  Protestantism  is  the  subordination  of  the  organi- 
zation to  the  individual,  of  man's  institutions  to  man.  TJie 
political  application  of  it  is,  that  Govemment  exists  for  the 
good  of  the  governed.  After  glancing  at  this  historical  argu- 
ment, the  speaker  proceeded  to  show  the  dependence  of  popular 
progress  on  the  Bible  by  the  following  considerations. 

I.  The  very  idea  of  human  progress  originated  in  the  Bible. 
The  Greek  and  Roman  scarcely  had  the  idea  of  a  human  race 
as  an  object  of  service ;  his  largest  object  of  service  was  his 
country.  The  conception  of  a  divine  influence  penetrating 
humanity  and   lifting  the   whole  race  in  a  common   faith  to 
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purity  and  happiness,  was  unknown  to  him.  But  it  was 
revealed  to  Abraham:  '^In  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  be  blessed."  It  fills  the  Bible.  It  becomes  familiar 
wherever  Christianity  comes.  Men  recognize  the  obligation  to 
give  property,  service,  life,  to  elevate  mankind.  At  a  time 
when  all  nations  were  shut  up  in  national  exclusiveness^ 
Judaism  had  the  seed-thought  of  a  universal  religion,  of  re- 
demption for  mankind. 

II.  The  essential  principle  of  popular  progress  originated  in 
the  Bible,  and  derives  from  it  its  vitality  and  efficiency.  It  is 
ihe  right  already  stated,  which  belongs  to  man  as  such,  and  is 
not  a  privilege  or  grant  from  the  human  sovereign. 

The  rights  of  man  are  involved  in  his  personality. 

His  personality  has  significance  only  as  man  has  moral  rela^ 
tions  to  a  personal  God.  Otherwise  the  individual  is  lost  in  the 
species,  as  is  a  brute  or  plant. 

Christianity  declares  human  rights  in  the  command :  "  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  No  man  may  use  another 
man  ;  make  him  his  tool.  Every  transaction  between  man  and 
man  must  be  equally  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

Christianity  shows  the  sacredness  of  this  right,  (1)  by  the 
law,  which  shows  that  the  rights  of  man  rest  on  the  authority 
of  God ;  (2)  by  the  gospel,  which  shows  the  immeasurable  worth 
of  the  individual  man.  Christ  tasted  death  for  every  man. 
Human  life  was  hallowed  by  Christ. 

m.  The  Bible  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  doctrine  of  human 
righta  from  misapprehension  and  misapplication.  The  two 
dangerous  tendencies  of  modern  progress  are  to  disorganization 
and  to  rationalism. 

IV.  The  Bible  discloses  the  divine  power  by  which  human 
progress  is  carried  on.  It  discloses  the  true  philosophy  of  his- 
tory— God's  grace  penetrating  human  history.  History  dis- 
closes marks  of  God's  providence  effecting  his  gracious  plan, 
sufficient,  if  collated,  to  make  a  proof  of  God's  existence  as 
decisive  as  that  drawn  from  the  starry  heavens.  Various 
exemplifications  were  cited.     God  has  written  his  thoughts  once 
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in  the  Bible  ;  he  is  now  writing  them  in  the  hearts  of  individ- 
uals and  in  the  civilization  and  institutions  of  man.  All  efforts 
for  human  advancement  must  recognize  this  plan  and  agency  of 
God. 

Therefore,  in  this  time  of  convulsion,  no  agency  is  more 
fundamental  in  true  popular  progress  than  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures. 

The  speaker,  in  conclusion,  alluded  to  the  encouragements 
in  our  work ;  the  opportunity  to  reach  the  contrabands ;  the 
demand  for  Bibles  in  the  army  ;  the  immense  annual  circulation 
of  the  Bible,  equaling  perhaps  every  year  the  greatest  circula- 
tion ever  attained  by  any  book  for  a  single  year ;  and  expressed 
the  confidence  that  the  truths  of  the  Bible  would  penetrate  this 
nation's  life,  be  the  soul  of  its  growth,  and  insure  its  true  pros- 
perity and  glory. 

The  services  were  closed  with  the  Doxology  and  Benedic- 
tion. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 

PREVIOUS  TO  rrs  incorporation. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz  : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently.supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum  ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  pres^erving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution^  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the' 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Whereas,  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abie! 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  Thb  Biblb 
Society  of  Massachusetts. 
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Sbc.  2.  Bt  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  William  Phillips, 
and  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im- 
proved for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sbc.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sbc.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sbc  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS- 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  2C 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  ii 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  "  the  raising  a  fund  by  volant 
tribution  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Te 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  ] 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  ( 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptv 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomin 
Christians  in  the  StcUe,  may  become  a  member  of  this 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the 
ing  Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  \ 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasu; 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  1 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  m 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  R 
Secretary. 
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ABTICLE   V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  fourteen 
Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Treasurer,  and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
taries and  Treasurer,  shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the 
recording  officer  of  that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
Buch  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE   VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE   VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository. 

ARTICLE    ZII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository  annually,  four  copies  of  the  Common  Bible, 
or  the  value  thereof,  ($1,00,)  in  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS    FOR    LIFE. 
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Abbe,  R«T.  Frederick  R^ 

Abbe,  Mn.  Fiederiek  R. 

Aboro,  John  O.,  SncU  R§Mding, 

*Adeini,  John  Quiney,  Q,uinef, 

AduM,  Mebemiab,  D.  O.,  BmCmi. 

AdAiDi,  Stephen  W.,  Mtdwaf. 

Adkini,  Min  Mary  J.,  South  DowJUU. 

AUnee,  John,  jB*«(mi. 

Albro,  John  A.,  D.  a,  Cmmhridg9, 

Albro,  Mn.  Elinbeth  8. 

Albro,  Min  Annie  E. 

AUen,  Almire  8L  C,  Faxhon*. 

Alden,  RmnU,  Ora^fe. 

Alden,  Min  Serab  B.,  Rmndolpk. 

Alden,  Min  Bonn,  ** 

AUrioh,  Mre.  Mary  B.,  Wutkor^, 

Allen,  Rev.  Nathaniel  O.,  dfiiAimiieZ*.  * 

Allen,  Richard  BL,  Bralitfrei. 

Andxewa,  Arteoiaa  F.,  FiUMwrg, 

Andrewfl,  C.  L.,  Bnten. 

Aiidrewfl,W.T.      •* 

*Appleton,  Semoel,  BotUn, 

•Appleton,  WiUiam,    *« 

Atwood,  John  W.,  JVbHh  BrUlgtwUr. 

Baboock,  Mn.  Nancy,  B§9Uu. 

Babeock,  Rot.  William  R.,  Jamakm  PUin. 

Bacon,  Jacob,  Olemc$sttr, 

Baoon,  Rev.  Jameo  M.,  K§§9x, 

Baker,  Mra.  Eleanor  J.  W^  DwrcktUr, 

Baker,  Francis,  South  Dmunora, 

Ball,  Min  Elisabeth,  Concord, 

Barber,  Martin,  Shorhom. 

Barber,  Rev.  William  M.,  Souih  Dmnooro, 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brighton. 

Barnard,  William  F.,  Morlkoro? 

•Bameo,  WiUiam,  *< 

Bameo,  Zilpah,  Aeiniifcer,  A*.  K 

Barrett,  Nathan  H.,  Comcord. 

Barrett,  Min  Rebecca  M.       •« 

Bartlett,  Thomat,  Booion, 

Baieett,  Beory,  Jfowtmu 

Bayley,  Robwt,  AVipftnriperC. 

Beal,  Alexander,  Boston, 

Beal,  Mie.  Looiea,  CohuoooL 

Beane,  Rev.  Samoel,  AbrCeii. 

Beebe,  Jamea  M.,  Bottom, 
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Beebe,  Mra.  Jamea  M.,  Booton, 

Beebe,  Cbarlea  E.  " 

Beebe,  Francis  L. 

Beebe,  Edward  P. 

Beebe,  Emily  B. 

Beebe,  Mary  L.  *< 

Beecher,  Rev.  William  H.,  Ab.  Brook/Uld. 

Belknap,  Min  Martha  M.,  ^Veaiii^Aam. 

Blanehard,  Min  Fraocw  C,  Oroton, 

Blood,  Cyras,  Winchesttr, 

Bodwell,  Rev.  J.  C,  FrouUnghowi, 

Bodwell,  Mrs.  Catharine,      ** 

*Bond,  Georfe,  Booton. 

Bowen,  Lake  K.     ** 

Bowen,  Mrs.  Cara  H.  " 

Brackett,  James,  Qfunejf, 

Braekett,  Lemuel,     ** 

*Braman,  Rev.  Isaac,  Qoorgttomn. 

Brant,  Aaron,  SoiUh  Reading. 

Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  SouthboroK 

Brawer,  Cyrus,  Dorehootor, 

BrickeU,  Franklin,  HaoorhiU. 

Briggs,  Rev.  William  T.,  Frine$ton, 

Briggs,  Mra.  Abby  L.  ^ 

*Bromfleld,  Bliiabeth,  Booton. 

*Brooks,  Peter  C.  ** 

Brooks,  Peter  C.  " 

Brown,  Joeeph,  OroCeii. 

Bneklin,  Simon  S.,  BrooUino. 

Bnlkley,  Mn.  Catharine  F.,  OroUm. 

Bnrge,  Lorenso,  Booton, 

Burr,  Charln  C,  Jiubumdole, 

Barrage,  J.  C,  Booton. 

BnrriU,  Henry,  Jr.,  Enot  AHngton. 

Botler,  Rer.  Daniel,  QroUn, 

Butler,  Mrs.  Jane  D.      ** 

Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  Woot  Combridgi. 

Cady,  Mrs.  Harriet  8.  ** 

Capen,  Mn.  Charlee,  Framinghom. 

Capron,  William  C,  Uthridgt. 

Carpenter,  Catharine  E.,  Foxboi^. 

Carpenter,  Daniel, 

Carpenter,  Edsoo, 

Carter,  Edward,  Aniooor, 

Cary,  George  C,  JV. 

Cary,  Mit.  Mary  D.,  fVxIero*. 
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Cbmpid,  Caleb  T.,  WkUinMvitU, 

Chaae,  Ann  Maria,  HtaurkiU. 

Chaae,  Hasekiah  A.,  Lfnn. 

Chaw,  Bobert,  HawrkUL 

Child,  Min  huej,  Tk9tf9rd,  VL 

Cbildt,  Carloa,  Htnnilury  A*.  H, 

Childfl,  Horace,  ^ 

Cboate,  David,  Saint. 

*Clap,  Jamei,  D9Tck$»t9r. 

Clap,  Mra.  Rebecca,  Beaton. 

Clapp,  Jamee  B.  ** 

Clapp,  John  C.  " 

Clark,  Elbridfe,  M$dw9y. 

Clark,  George,  Coneard, 

Clark,  Jamee  O.,  Jindevgr. 

Clark,  RcT.  Joeeph  B.,  FaraiMtU. 

Clark,  John  L.,  Jindcver, 

Clark,  Jonathan,  Wiiuh$ster, 

Clark,  OliTer  R.  " 

Clark,  MiM  Nellj,  SUrbnu. 

Clark,  ReT.  P.  K.,  SmUA  Durjldd, 

Clark,  Rafoe  W.,  D.  D.,  Sreoft/yn,  JV.  r. 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Adelisa  H.,  Medw^f. 

Claike,  Rot.  Dorut,  fFMlUUm. 

Clarke,  Francis,  HawtrkiU, 

Clarj,  Mre.  8.  8.,  WureJum. 

Cleavoland,  Waldo,  South  DeirJMd. 

Clifford,  Wjatt  B.,  ClMham. 

Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  ^Ttwton  Corner. 

Cobb,  Jacob,  JSHngUn. 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Aniovr. 

*Cobb,  Richard,  B»§l9%, 

•Codmao,  Charles  R.         <* 

Codmao,  Mrs.  Catharine,  " 

Colby,  Albert,  *' 

Colby,  Barak,  Hennikgr^  JV.  H, 

Cole,  Miss  Ella  A.,  Medvaf. 

Conn,  Horace,  Wobnm. 

Cook,  Asa,  JVsvtow. 

Coolidf  e,  Joseph,  Boston, 

Coolidfe,  Lowell,  Shorbom. 

Copp,  Mrs.  Fedora  F.,  CkoUsa. 

Cooaens,  Beulah  F.,  Jfnoton  Contn, 

CiafU,  Mrs.  Sarah  P.,  JWwCew. 

Crosby,  Mra.  Rebecca,  Booton, 

Curtis,  Abner,  East  Abington, 

Coshman,  George  H.,  Mrth  BridgowUr. 

Cotter,  Stephen,  Winckuter. 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.       ** 

Dakin,  Thomas  L.,  9udhwr^, 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Roaiing. 

Dana,  Samuel,  Booton, 

Dana,  Charlea  B.,  BrookLino. 

Dane,  John  H.  *< 

Daniell,  Mrs.  Elisa  B.,  K,  M§dwMjf. 

Daniell,  Otis,  Booton, 

DftTis,  Alrah  Bi.,  Bmorhm, 

Davis,  Mra.  EliMbalh  W.,  J^f\onMk§ro\ 


Davis,  Janef,  Booton, 
Davia,  John,  Motkuon.      ' 
Day,  Robert  L.,  Mimton. 
Dickson,  Oliver,  SomorvUU. 
Dickson,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  ** 
Denbam,  Rev.  George*  Bmrro, 
Denham,  Mrs.  Clara  D.    ** 
Dlekerman,  Rev.  Lysandtr,  Wtfwtouik, 
Diz,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Booton, 
Diz,  Samuel  F.,  ^fkmtou. 
Dodd,  Rev.  8. 0.,  aponeor. 
Dodge,  Rev.  John,  JEforvorA 
Dodge,  Mra.  Ann  S.     ** 
Dodge,  Mrs.  J.  M.  C,  Andonor, 
Doggett,  Rev.  Thomas,  OromUnd. 
Doggett,  Mra.  Franeea  L.       <* 
*Dorr,  John,  Booton. 
*Dow,Joaiah,    ** 
*Dowse,  Edward,  Doikam, 
Dudley,  P.  W.,  Whitino^UU, 
Dunham,  Charlea  H.,  Winekoolor, 
Dunlap,  Sumner,  Somtk  DooiitM, 
Dunn,  Edward  H.,  Bootom, 
Dutch,  Elisabeth  M.    •< 
Dyer,  Rev.  E.  Fbrtar,  Bknghom, 
Eager,  William,  Bootom, 
Eomes,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Slariem. 
Eastburn,  Rt.  Rev.  Manton,  Booton, 
Eaton,  Mrs.  Aon  E.,  Somth  RooMmg, 
Eaton,  Eben,  Fromknghom, 
Eaton,  Miss  Martha  W.,  FitokHtrg, 
Eaton,  William,  Booton, 
Eaton,  William  J.,  Wutboro\ 
Eddy,  Joshua,  Root  Middtoboro*, 
*EIiot,  Samuel,  JB^aten. 
*EIiot,  Samuel  A.  •< 
•Elwell,  Robert,     « 
Emerson,  Jacob,  Jr.,  Motkuon, 
Emerson,  R.  V.  C,  Jiflnoton, 
Emery,  Mrs.  Harriet,  AWUk  Wijfmovtk. 
Emery,  Mrs.  Mary,  CUUUm. 
Everett,  Edward,  Booton, 
*Famsworth,  Mrs.  Abel,  Gfrafeii. 
Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  OamlH^. 
Fay,  Cyras,  fTasOore*. 
Fearing,  Albert,    Bo^on. 
Fearing,  Mrs.  Albert,  *• 
Fisher,  Miss  EUsa,  Modmmg, 
Fitch,  John  A.,  Hopkbdon. 
Viu,  Rev.  Daniel,  fyowUh, 
Flu,  Daniel,  Jr.  •* 

FiU,  Daniel  F.  ** 

Flanders,  Joseph,  HmuorkU, 
Fletcher,  Rev.  Jamee  F.,  Dnnooro, 
Fletcher,  Mit.  Lydia  M.        " 
Fletcher,  Mrs.  L.  C,  WMtfoevllle. 
Fleteher,  StiUmto,  WhitkuHt. 
FUaa,  Mn.  Ptaion^  H^Uukmimr* 
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Ford,  R«T.  Geor|«,  £m(  WbtmmtUL 

•Ford,  Tliomas  A.,  Bostmu 

Ford,  Thomu  A.,  JVWrU  BrUgmMUr, 

Ford,  Mra.  Elin  C.       ^ 

FoMiick,  Chariot,  Grotoa. 

FoMiiek,  Fredorick,    ** 

Fowlick,  Rom,  *< 

Foodiok,SoaoelW.  « 

Foodiek,  Miw  Mmry,  ** 

Fottor,  Rov.  Aaron,  £.  CA«rl«ai«iU. 

Foator,  Mim  Eliw  C^  Aawlnf* 

*Franci»,  EboooMr,  Bosloii. 

Frothioffaaani  A.  T.,  Cmmkriig^ 

Fnrbor,  Bar.  Daoial  L.,  JV^nMan. 

Furbor,  Mia.  Maria  B.         *« 

Oak,  Rot.  Wakofield,  RoekpwU 

•Oale,  Mra.  Wakefield,       " 

Gala,  Jottio  Edwards,         »* 

Gallot,  Nathan,  Or§»mu 

Garretie,  Kav.  Edaraod  Y.,  JUiUtmry. 

Garretie,  Mn.  Franzenla  W.      ** 

Garrotte,  Marj  Spriof ,  ** 

•GiUM,  Mra.  Mary,  B^af. 

Giloaan,  Mim  Boboeea  I.,  Bv4fitrd. 

Goodall,  H.  Aogostnt,  WkitintvUU. 

Gordon,  Solomon  J.,  BoHon. 

Gordon,  Mra.  Robaeaa,  ** 

Gordon,  Jaannio, 

Gott,  J.  R.,  R0dtparL 

*Grant,  Moaee,  Bostmu 

*Gra7,  Fraaeia  C.  ** 

*Gra7,  Henry, 

Gray,  Horaeo, 

Gray,  John  C. 

Gieeley,  Rev.  Edward  H.,  M$thui». 

Greeley,  Mra.  Edward  H.         *« 

Green,  Rot.  J.  S.  C,  JWiDtaa. 

Greenwood,  Mra.  Sally  K.,  fiAarAam. 

*Grew,  John,  B0§U%. 

Grorer,  Mn.  Oaroline,  Fazlara*. 

Hale,E.J.M.,ihMr4UI. 

Hall,  Mn.  Joaapb  F.,  OroCam. 

^Hammatt,  Mnu  Mary,  SaaCan. 

Hammond,  Rev.  W.  B.,  M§rriniU§,  Jf.  T, 

Hammond,  Mn.  Loaiao  M.  " 

Hardwlck,  ThooMa,  QKinay. 

Hardy,  Troman,  JMmeAcMtr. 

Haatinga,  HoUia,  FrmnnglMm, 

*Hateh,  Benjamin,  fiaal  FaimaiUA. 

Hawaa,  Cynthia,  IfraiUAaak 

Hay  ward,  Eliat,  Braintr€§, 

Hayward,  Paul,  Jl§kbf. 

Haadlay,  Rev.  F.  C,  Qr§m\fUU. 

Healy,  Rov.  Joaeph  W.,  ir«(paf«. 

Heard,  John,  If$wkh, 

Hebron,  Mill  PriKilla,  itawlaf. 

Hanay,  Jaoob,  Faa»ara». 

Brviaa,  Mn.  AmmIU  P.,  fnkm^. 
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Uewina,  Levi  R.,  Ftktirtf, 

^HifgioeoD,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Baataii. 

Hildrath,  Mra.  Bfary  R.,  Qr^iian. 

*Hill,  Henry,  Be$t»n, 

Hill,  Joibam,  IFadvm. 

Hitchcock,  George  M.,  BrimJUU, 

Holland,  Min  Sanh  E.,  Bogtan, 

Holm,  J.  P.,  itfaacAMtar. 

*Holmei,  Abiel,  D.  D.,  Camhriigt. 

Holmes,  Min  Elisabeth  A.,  JBcioi^fra,  10. 

Homer,  Charles  W.,  Cmmkridgt* 

Hooker,  George  B.,  Sktrhom, 

Hooper,  Robert,  B9«iui» 

Hoppin,  Rev.  Jamea  M.,  Salaai. 

Hosmer,  Min  Elixa,  Cmncmrd, 

Hovey,  George  O.,  Aoatais. 

How,  Frederick,  Daaocra. 

*How,  James,  Bastos. 

*Howe,  John,        <« 

Howes,  Collina,  Ckmtk^m, 

Howard,  Cary,  M'ortk  BrUgnomttr. 

Howard,  l>avid,         " 

Iloyt,  Mrs.  Maria,  JFVantii^Aani. 

Hubbard,  Mra.  Charlea  A.,  Concpri. 

Holbert,  Charles,  Bottom. 

Humphrey,  Daniel,  JVortA  fFaymaatA. 

•Hyslop,  David,  Botton. 

Jackman,  Mn.  Basan  M.,  Moiwtcn. 

Jackson,  James,    Booton. 

•Jackson,  Patrick  T.  " 

JeflTries,  Min  Catharine  Aroory,  BooUn, 

Jephson,  Min  C.  R.,  Brooklino. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Emma  E.,  Brit^ord, 

Johnson,  Peter  R.,  HoUitton, 

Johnson,  Mrs.  S.  W.,  Farmtn^tan,  A*.  U. 

Jones,  Henry  E.,  HMioton, 

Joy,  Mra.  Abigail,  Boston. 

Keep,  N.  C,  Botton, 

Keith,  Adelbert  F.,  CmmfUo, 

Keith,  Albert,  *< 

Keith,  Arsa  B.,  CaaipsKab 

*Keith,  Charlea,  AVrtA  Briigotoottr, 

Keith,  Ziha  C,  CaaipaUa. 

Kendall,  Mra.  Abel  M.,  Botton, 

Kendall,  Willua,  frhUinanUo, 

Kandrick,  John,  HnvorkiU. 

Kandrick,  Mra.  Lydia  F.,  CkoOaak 

Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Foxkort^. 

Kerr,  Jane  K.  «* 

Kettelle,  Jaeob  Q.,  Bottom, 

Kimball,  Benjamin,  9d,  UuvtfkUl. 

Kimball,  David,  Brmiford, 

Kimball,  Mra.  Sylvia,  Oro^ftn, 

Kingman,  Mbs  EUsa,  Botton. 

Kingman,  Min  Sarah,     ** 

KIttredge,  Bar.  Abbott  B.,  CkturlttAoion. 

•Knowlea,  Bar.  Jaaaa  D.,  Boston. 

Kooz,  Mn.  8.,  JIadk  Mud,  lU. 
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Lambert,  Mim  Elinbetb  G.,  Rowl§f, 
Lambert,  Rer.  Thonat  R.,  CkarlsHntfL 
Lamion,  Eiiwin,     Boston. 
Lamsoo,  Mri.  Edwin,  " 
Lamion,  Helen,  " 

Lone,  Riebmond  J.,  £ctfC  JibingUn. 
Langworthj,  EeT.  leaae  P.,  Ck$ltm, 
Larkin,  Ljdia  £.,  CkeH§r,  Jf.  H, 
Laiell,  Jofliab,  JtubumdmU. 
*lAwrenee,  Ainoe,  BcsUm, 
I^wrenee,  Rev.  Ainoe  L.,  LmumtUr. 
Lawrence,  Am,  Oroton, 

^Lawrence,  Mrs.  M.  A«     ** 
Lawrence,  Cortis,  " 

Lawrence,  Mrt.  Curtig,     " 
Lawrence,  Mri.  Satan  F.,  OroUn, 
Lawrence,  Mn.  Naney  T.,  Sa^ma,  JV.  H, 
l<each,  Simeon,  Sttmgktan* 
Leavitt,  Mrf.  Elisabeth  O.,  BMtnt, 
Iieedi,  Benjamin,  BrooUiMt. 
I.ieed«,  Benjamin,  Jr.    " 
lieedi,  Mra.  Anne  B.     ** 
I^edi,  Mim  Anne  6.    ** 
Leea,  Mr*.  Samuel,  Comtord* 
Lefavoui,  iMachar,  Btv^rlf. 
Leiand,  Calvin,  Jr.,  M'Mick. 
Leonard,  Elixa,  Foxbtr**, 
Leonard,  Jamei  M.,  Bridg$wUtr» 
Lcwii,  Reaben,  Oroton. 
Lincoln,  P.  AV.,  Jr.,  Booion. 
-*Lineoln,  Noab,  ** 

LiUle,  Rev.  E.  6.,  JfyrU  MUdl§boro\ 
Livermore,  George,  C^w^ridge, 
^Locke,  Ephraim,  Booton. 
Locke,  Mill  Marjf  O.,  Bradford. 
Looroit,  Rev.  B.,  Littleton. 
Lord,  John  A.,  South  Danvro. 
Ix>rd,  Loaiia  C,  Manekootor, 
*Lowell,  Cbarlei,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
Lumb,  William,  <' 

Lyman,  Rev.  George,  Sutton. 
Maltbjr,  Rev.  Eraatn*,  Taunton, 
Manning,  Edward  W.,  fVobum. 
Marble,  Mrs.  Mary  E  ,  Orafton. 
Marrett,  Lorenso,  £a$t  Camkridgo. 
Martb,  Elizabeth  C,  HaoorkUL 
Marih,  B.  J.,  Oroton. 
Manh,  Miaa  Julia  M.,  HavorkUl. 
*Mariton,  William,  Booton. 
«MeKeao,  WilliMi,     " 
*MeLean,  Mn.  Ann,  ** 
Meant,  Rev.  John  O.,  Hestary. 
Meant,  Mrt.  John  O.       " 
Messenger,  Mitt  Elisa,  FUekburg, 
Millt,  Rev.  C.  L.,  JWrlA  Bridgowator. 
Mills,  Mrt.  Rebecca  B. 
MInot,  William,  Booton. 
Minot,  William,  Jr.  «* 
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Mixter,  Mrs.  Faanj  L.,  Booton. 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Hardtoiek. 
Mixter,  Mrt.  8.  E.,  Rock  loland,  iU. 
Moar,  Rufut,  Oroton. 
Mooar,  Rev.  Gaorga,  Jindovor. 
Moidougb,  Rev.  John  H.,  iliaaiifteii. 
Morley,  Rev.  S.  B.,  WiUianutomn, 
Morrison,  Miaa  Nancy  T.,  Romtoy. 
Morse,  Miss  Abby  P.,  Eaifertc,  Kanomo. 
Morse,  Charles  N.,  Foxhorof, 
Morse,  Miss  Emily  A.,  Brmdfotf4. 
Morse,  Henry,  JflUiek. 
Mosroan,  Walter  B.,  C4tcs|M«. 
Munger,  Rev.  Theodore  T.,  Dorekootor. 
Murray,  Rev.  James  O.,  CawUridgeport. 
Murray,  Mrs.  Julia  R.  ** 

Nason,  Rev.  Elias,  Exototf  Jf,  H, 
*Newell,  Montgomery,  BoHon. 
Nichols,  James  R.,  HavorkiiU 
Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  Oroton. 
Noreroes,  Joeiah,  Sontk  Bonding. 
Nourse,  Daniel,  Woot  Modmmff. 
Noyes,  Alva,  ^ortk  Bridgoooator. 
Odlin,  Benjamin,  lEaaC«r,  AT.  H. 
Odlin,  Mrs.  E.  T.  *« 

Ordway,  Aaron  L.,  Jfow  York  oUff. 
Ordway,  Miss  Charlotte,  Braiford. 
Osborne,  George  P.,  SouJtk  Dmnvoro, 
Osgood,  H.  B.,  trkitinovillo. 
Packard,  Rev.  D.  I'emple,  Somorville. 
Packard,  Zibeon,  JIbington. 
*PaiDe,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  Holdon. 
*Paine,  Miss  Sarah  C.       " 
Palmer,  Rev.  Charles  Ray,  SaZam. 
*Palmer,  Rev.  Stephen,  JfUdkam. 
Park,  John  C,  Booton. 

*  Parker,  John,  " 

Parker,  Mrs.  Sarah,  ** 

*Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D.     *< 
*Parkman,  Samuel,  " 

Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah,  ** 

Parmenter,  Mrs.  E.  J.  G.,  Potorokmm, 
*Parsons,  Gorham,  Booton. 
*Parsons,  William,       '* 
Partridge,  Joseph,  HoUioton. 
Patrick,  Rev.  Heniy  J.,  Wost  Ifowton. 
Patrick,  Mrs.  Martha  L.  ** 

Paul,  Henry,  Jiflnoton. 

Paul,  Luther,  " 

Paul  Luther,  Jr.  ** 

Paul,  Miss  Harriat,    ** 
•Paul,  Miss  Mary,      " 
Payson,  Misa  Susan,  Foxboro\ 
Pease,  George  W.,  8alom. 
Pearson,  Miss  Hannah  J.,  LoweU. 
Peckhara,  Hubbard,  PoUrokam. 
Peiree,  Rev.  Bradfoid  K.,  LmnuuUr. 
Perkins,  S.  E.,Mkrth  MbUkkon*. 
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P«rkim,  Jtirnt  H^  AbrU 
*Fnkini,  Jtmea,     Bott^n, 
•PtorUns,  JaniM,  Jr.     ** 
^Perkins,  ThomM  U.  ** 
Ptrley,  Jaeob,  Stmik  D4i%v§r». 
Peny,  Mtei  Catharine  H.,  Sktrhorm, 
*P0iei«,  Edward  D.,  B§aUu. 
PMtM,  HJat  Elisa  J.,  J!Vs*ot«>. 
Pattet,  Sannal  Gardnar,  SUugUom, 
PhilUpa,  Aloaio  P.,  SotOk  D^wnn. 
*Pbillipa,  Jonathaa,  B99tmu 
Phillipt,  Mra.  BaUy,     •* 
•PbilUpa,  William,      ** 
Plekaid,  Rar.  Daniel  W.,  Onrndamd. 
Pierpont,  Rev.  Jolin,  Jtfa^/ivrdL 
Plumb,  Rev.  A.  H.,  CkaUm, 
PIoml»,  Joaeph  Dart,      *« 
Pond,  Almira  W.,  South  MatUn, 
Fted,  John  P.,  Btlam. 
Pood,  Mra.  Nancy,  Jli§ii0af, 
Poor,  Joaeph,  Stmlk  Dmmvmt, 
Poor,  Nathan  H.    <* 
Porter,  Samoel  S.,  WlmchuUr, 
Pratt,  Cornelini,  JVbrU  Wofwumtk. 
Pratt,  Galea,  K^rik  BrUgntaUr, 
Pratt,  Norton,  UraraCrM. 
Pratt,  Zerabbabel,  Jforik  MiUUkofK 
^Preaoott,  William,  BaaUn. 
*Prioee,  Rev.  J.  M.,  OaorgiUwn, 
Prinea,  Mra.  Sarah  B.,  BridgtwOtr. 
Pioctor,  Mra.  Loey  A.,  QlmutHar, 
Proetor,  Tbomdike,  Samtk  Damtrt, 
Uuincy,  Tbomaa  D.,  DareAMUr. 
auiney,  Mia.  J.  C.  •* 

Reed,  Horaee,  Somtk  AHngUn, 
Riee,  Mn.  Agaea  L.,  Baataii. 
Rice,  Mra.  Eiisabeth  C,  LuwrmM* 
Rice,  Mra.  Henry  A.  ** 

Riee,  Mim  M.  Aognata,  Wutkm^. 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Btvrlf. 
Richarda,  Mra.  A.  M.,  BotUn. 
Riehorda,  Jamea  P.,  GaaipcUa. 
Riobardaon,  Benjamin  P.,  BotUn. 
Ricbardaon,  Lother,  Ifinc&aatar. 
Riobardaon,  Miaa  Sarah  E.,  Ga«card. 
Ricbardaon,  Somner,  WinekuUr. 
^Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  BaHan. 
Robbina,  Andrew,  Qrotmi. 
Robbina,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Bo&Un. 
*Robbina,  Edward  H.  *« 

RoberU,  Rev.  Jacob,  Emti  Mtdwf. 
RoberU,  Mra.  Mary  A.       *• 
Robinaon,  H.  W.,  JWrtA  BrUgmtattr, 
Roekwood,  John,  OrcUn. 
Rockwood,  Miaa  Polly  8.,  Ji$kUnd, 
Rofera,  George,  B§§Un, 
•Rogera,  Rer.  WilHam  M.,  BatUm, 
Rnaaall,  flwah  J.,  FrmmiMgkmwi* 


Safford,  Rev.  George  B.,  M\rrtkkriig$. 

*8aliibory,  Samnel,  Baatem. 

Sargent,  L.  BL  ** 

Sawtall,  Ephraim,  OnUn. 

Sendder,  Charlee,  Aaataii. 

Sendder,  Mra.  Sarah  L.  <* 

Seeley,  Rev.  Raymond  EL,  HmomrkiU. 

Seeley,  Mra.  Fanny  B.  ** 

Selfridge,  Tbomaa  O.,  BasUn. 

Sbattoek,  Andrew,  OraCaii. 

Shaw,  Mra.  Hannah,  Boston, 

Sheldon,  Rev.  Lather,  WUtion*. 

Sheldon,  Mra.  Sarah  H.       ** 

Bhiveriek,  Miaa  Maiia  L.,  Cea^Mfla. 

*Sigoamey,  Andrew,  BttUn* 

Sigoorney,  Henry,  ** 

•Slack,  Rogglea,  «« 

Slaller,  Rev.  Edmnnd  F.  *< 

Small,  Samuel  A.,  MUlkitry. 

Smith,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  Ptyp$raU. 

Smith,  Rev.  Mataon  M.,  BridgapvHt  Ct. 

Smith,  Mra.  Mataon  IL  «* 

Smith,  Norman,  CtroUn. 

Smith,  Richard,  SmUk  Dam»9r$, 

Smith,  Mra.  Charlotte,  ** 

•Smith,  Samuel,  Battotu 

Snow,  Mra.  Caroline,  JV^wlam. 

Snow,  Mra.  Mark,  Cktkawu 

Soule,  Henry  M.,  Sautk  JSHngton. 

Sontbgate,  Rev.  Robert,  Ipnoick, 

Southgate,  Mra.  Mary  Francea,  *' 

Spooner,  W.  B.,  Baatan. 

Spring,  Mra.  Adela  C,  WkitintvOU. 

Stacy,  Albert,  Conctrd, 

Stevena,  Norman  C,  Boston. 

Stevens,  Mra.  E.  M.      *• 

Stevena,  Samnel,  OUueottar, 

Stoddard,  L.  T.,  Brookluu. 

Stone,  Andrew  L.,  D.  D.,  Booun, 

Stone,  Mra.  Matilda  F.        " 

Slone,  Martha  A.,  AVwIaa  Caitfra. 

Storra,  Eunice  C,  BrahUrM, 

Strong,  Rev.  J.  C,  SL  CAcWaa,  ^tumajete. 

Strong,  Mra.  J.  C.  **  " 

Somner,  Bfra.  H.  H.,  Foxkorc*. 

Swaiey,  Mra.  Franeaa  A.,  Lfnn, 

Tapley,  Gilbert,  Dmivara. 

Tappcm,  John,  B§$U%» 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Malanaa,  Wiwikuttr, 

Teele,  Rev.  Albert  K.,  MiUtn, 

Teele,  Mra.  Cornelia  C.    " 

Temple,  Mark  M.,  RuMng, 

Tenney,  Mra.  Mary  P.,  WinckuUr, 

Thaeher,  Miaa  CaliaU  C,  AtlUboroK 

Thaeher,  Mra.  Suaan  C.  ** 

Thacber,  Suaan  B.,  Partfantf,  Mo, 

•Thatcher,  Mary  Ladkm,  Middlobaro*. 

Thayer,  Amaaa,  Brmntroo. 
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Tbajtr,  In,  Bniniru, 

Thayer,  Mii.  Lilla,  '* 

Thajrvr,  JUr.  J.  Hoory,  Ssi<«. 

Thayer,  Mre.  Martha  C.    ** 

Thayer,  Ollrer,  «* 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Jane,  Ba$Un, 

Thayer,  Robert  H.,  Rexinry, 

Thortton,  Rev.  Richard  B.,  WMUkmm, 

Tolmao,  Rev.  Riehard,  Tiwkskurf, 

Tolmao,  Rev.  Samnel  H.,  WUmingttfu 

Torrey,  Mita  Elisabeth  L.,  South  fr$ym9Uth. 

Torrey,  James,  AbrtA  IFdyaiotUA. 

Traak,  Mre.  A.  H.,  JUanekesttr, 

Trowbridfe,  Airs.  Asa,  Brigkion. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  Lekanau,  Ct. 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Hanoab  W.       " 

Tucker,  Jesse,        Milton. 

Tucker,  Nathan,  ** 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Nathan,   " 

Tucker,  William,  DorehoHor, 

Tucker,  William  W.,  Bootn. 

Tufts,  Charles,  Andovor. 

Tuttle,  Miss  Sarah,    " 

Tutlle,  Thomas,  Littitton, 

Twichell,  John  M.,  FiUkkurg, 

Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  Botttnu 

UoderhUl,  Rev.  John  W.,  JV.  Amk*r§t. 

Upton,  Moses  T,  Salom, 

Vose,  William  H.,  Fiukkwg, 

Wakefield,  Miss  C,  Reading. 

Walcott,  William,  Danvor*. 

Wales,  Erastus,  Entt  Randolph, 

Wales,  Miss  Mary  Ann,  Bottom. 

Walker,  John  S.,  East  Medmaf. 

Walker,  Mrs.  John  8.    " 

Walker,  Moses,  BanorhiU, 

Walker,  Robert  O.    " 

Walker,  Nathaniel,  Booton. 

•Walley,  Samuel  U.,  Booton, 

Walley,  Samuel  H.       *« 

Ward,  Artemas,  *< 

Ward,  Salem  T.,  mneheotor. 

Warner,  John,  AVwCen. 

Warren,  Mrs.  Diantha  A.,  Ly»ii. 

Warren,  Mrs.  Maria,  QraJUm. 

Wanen,  William  A.,  Wimchttor. 


Watkins,  Miss  Abby  A^  OUmcotUr. 
Welch,  John,  BotUm. 
Weld,  Jamee,       •« 
Wells,  Mrs.  Martha  D.,  JfimkboroK 
Wellman,  Rev.  J.  W.,  JiDnoton, 
Wendell,  Mrs.  Catharine,  Botton. 
Wheeler,  Miss  Abby  F.,  Conoord, 
Whitcomb,  Lewis,  Eat  Rmkdotfh, 
Whiteomb,  Reuben,       Harvard. 
Whitcomb,  Reuben,  Jr.  •« 

Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Abby  F.       ** 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D.    " 
Whitcomb,  Miss  Mary  M.      *« 
White,  Cornelius,  E.  Randolph, 
*White,  Jasaes,  Boston. 
White,  Josiah,  Potoroham. 
White,  Mrs.  Mary  C,  Eatton. 
White,  Newton,  EaH  Rando^. 
WhiUn,  Charles  P.,  WhUimnlle. 
WhiUn,  James  F.  «* 

Whitin,  Paul,  ** 

Whitmarsh,  Mary,  South  Abington. 
Whitney,  Charles  U.,  Fitehbwrg. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  P^rmelia  V.,  Patorthawt. 
*Wigf leaworth,  Thomas,  Booton. 
Willcoz,  Rev.  WilUam  H.,  Roading. 
Wilbur,  Joseph,  Tamnton. 
Wild,  Daniel,  Booton. 
Wilson,  Rev.  Thomas,  Stonghton. 
Winslow,  Peiham,  Eaot  Ahington, 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Booton. 
•Winthrop,  Thomas  L.    ** 
Withinfton,  Otis,  BtooUino. 
Wokott,  William,  Danvoro, 
Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  SmUon. 
Wood,  EUsabeth  C,  Foxhon?. 
Wood,  Mrs.  E.  8.,  WhUinovUU. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Samuel  F.,  Cholw^ford. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Susan,  Oroton. 
Woods,  Miss  Abbie  Wheeler,  MaUen. 
Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Booton. 
Woods,  Samuel  H.  ** 

Woodward,  Ebenezer,  Ifinoton, 
*Worthinfton,  William,  Booton. 
Wyman,  William  O.,  Fitchhurg. 


The  payment  of  Twenty  Dollabb  eonttUutea  the  Donor  a  Member 
far  Life. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OP  RECEIPTS. 


Beoaipto  flrom  May  1, 1861,  to  May  1, 1862. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street, 
**  ReT.  Mr.  Alden,  Broadway, 

**  **  on  Bible  account,  $16. 

••  Rev.  Dr.  Stone,  Park  Street,    . 

•«  Rev.  Mr.  Todd,  Winter  Street, 

Church  Street  Meth.  Episcopal  Church,  (fob  a 
Hedding  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Miss  Catharine  Amory  Jefiiies,  (1  l.  m.)   . 

Charles  A.  Roundy, 

A  poor  young  man,  to  aid  in  disseminating  the 
A  Mend,  $3  ;  do.  $2  ;  do.  $2  ;  do.  $1 ;    . 
Chelsea,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Powers,       .        ... 


B.  8. 


) 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


«« 


«« 


Andover,  Chapel  Congregation, 

Old  South  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Ballardvale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society 
for  soldiers  in  the  army,       .... 
Bradford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Gloucester,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.)    . 
Oroveland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Haverhill,  Centre  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Ipswich,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**        South  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Lawrence,  Lawrence  Street  Church  and  Society,    . 
Manchester,  Society  of  Rev.  F.  V.  Tenney,    . 
Methuen,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Middleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Newbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**  Byfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Newburyport,  Belleville  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


$176 

09 

66 

61 

98 

00 

48 

17 

U 

00 

12 

95 

20 

00 

1 

00 

10 

00 

8 

00 

2 

00 

$446 

82 

$24 

87 

72  00 

6 

00 

70  26 

25 

40 

81 

00 

20 

02 

44 

62 

53 

24 

30 

00 

27  30 

13 

85 

40  00 

15  08 

13 

35 

6  76 

76  84 

33 

Salem,  Crombie  Street  Church,  $34  67 ;  do.  $65 ;  (4  l.  m.) 
Rev.  J.  H.  Thayer,  $60 ;  do.  $25,  to  fumiah  the 
Scripturea  to  contrabands  at  Port  Boyal  and  For- 
tress Monroe, $  164  67 

•»      Tabernacle  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)     .        •        •  32  66 

"      South  Church  and  Society, 25  00 

South  Danvers,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  L.  x.)  34  03 

Wenham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       ...  8  63 

$  884  57 
MIDDLESEX  COtf^TTY. 

Ashby,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .      $  21  14 
Ashland,  Sabbath  School,  to  furnish  Bibles  to  soldiers  in  the  army,  6  00 

Cambridge,  East,  Miss  M.  A.  Winsor,  (1  l.  m.)      .        .        .  20  00 

•«              **     Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (X  L.  M.)  19  33 

Cambridgeport,  First  Evangelical  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  70  00 

Charlestown,  Winthrop  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)    ,        .  30  00 

•*  On  Bible  account,  $58  22. 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (4  l.  m.)          ....  100  00 

Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      ...  2  25 

Framingham,  Hollis  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  22  00 

•«             Saxonville,  Edwards  Church  and  Society,         .  23  13 

Groton,  Union  Orthodox  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)          .  34  46 

Holliston,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        •  24  13 

Hopkinton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)      .  20  00 

Littleton,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .  8  50 

Lowell,  Misses  Emily  and  Elizabeth  Rogers,  (I  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  30  00 

Needham,  Grantville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .  14  39 
Newton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.  a.b.  s.)  34  50 

A  friend 10  00 

West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  40  00 

"     Mrs.  N.  G.  Allen,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)          .        .  30  00 

Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .  27  72 

«*            A  friend,  (1  l.  m.)        .        .        .        .  20  00 

Fepperell,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .        .  14  75 

Reading,  Old  South  Church  and  Society,        .        .        .        .  16  87 

Shirley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,          ...  6  00 

Somerville,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .  36  94 

South  Reading,  Congregational  Church  ahd  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  20  24 

Sudbury,  Union  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  20  00 

Tewksbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .        .        .  29  00 

Townsend,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      •        .        .  12  58 

Waltham,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,          .        .        .        .  4  18 
West  Cambridge,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      12  73 

Westford,  Union  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .  13  50 

Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)      .  69  33 

5  $  863  67 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Athol,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  h.  in  part,)  $  17  86 

Charlton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .        .        .  14  27 

Clinton,  First  Evangelical  Congregational  Churoh  and  Society,  20  44 

Fitchburg,  Religious  Charitable  Society,  (4  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)        .  77  77 

Grafton,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      •  30  00 

Harvard,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        ...  33  25 

Lancaster,  Evan.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  40  00 

Lunenburg,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  16  29 

Millbury,  Rev.  E.  Y.  Garrette, 4  00 

Northbridge,  Whitinsville,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (4  L.  m.)  291  50 

Fhillipston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     ...  8  50 

Princeton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      ...  25  54 

Rutland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         ...  9  00 

Upton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   ....  10  00 
Uxbridge,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.)  30  00 

Webster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .        .        .  17  64 

Westboro',  Evan.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  42  18 

West  Boylston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .  5  00 

Winchendon,  North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .  29  25 


$  722  49 


WORCESTER  COUNTY,  WEST,  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Hon.  William  Htde,  Ware,  TYeamrer 

Brimfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Hardwick,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Southbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Sturbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 


$17  75 
16  00 

14  00 

15  00 

$62  75 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 
Enfield,  Benevolent  Society, $  90  00 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  James  Bbeweb,  Springfield^  TV. 

Donations, $  450  00 

On  Bible  account,  $112  27. 

Longmeadow,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  Jerusha  Field,          ...  50  00 

Monson,  Andrew  W.  Porter,  Esq., 100  00 

Westfield,  Students  in  the  Normal  School,  to  furnish  Bibles 

to  soldiers  in  the  army,        .......  8  11 

$608  11 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  William  Elliot,  Oreenjteld,  TV. 

Ashfield,  2d  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .        .  $  12  36 

Bemardston,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .  6  00 

Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      ...  22  00 

Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)  66  60 

Gill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        ....  6  18 

Greenfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        .        .  125  60 

Northfield,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   .  4  00 
Shelbume,  Gentlemen's  Association,  $20  88 ;  Ladies'  do.  $18  01 ;   38  89 

South  Deerfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .  13  00 

**                 Monument  Church  and  Society,    .        .        •  10  00 
Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.b.  a, J    61  76 

Warwick,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .  6  00 

West  Hawley,  M.  T.  Carter, 2  00 

Whately,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)  13  42 

$  386  70 
Deduct  amotint  paid  for  Bible  work  in  Franklin  County  and 
printing, 64  16 


$  332  66 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Bellingham,  Estate  of  Seneca  Wight,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ide, 
Braintree,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

•«        Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs,  D.  D.  (1  l.  m.) 
Cohasset,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
«•  George  Beal,  Jr.  (1  l.  m.) 

Dedham,  South,  A  friend, 

Dover,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Dorchester,  Second  Church  and  Society, 
•*  Village  Church  and  Society, 

««  Friends, 

Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a 

Medfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Med  way.  Village  Church  and  Society,  $19  73 ;  do.  $23  78 

(IL.M.) 

**         A  friend  to  circulate  the  Bible  in  the  army, 
•«         East,  Mrs.  John  S.  Walker,  (1  l.  m.) 
Quincy,  Lemuel  Brackett,  (1  l.  m.) 
Randolph,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2 

**         East,  Winthrop  Church  and  Society, 
Roxbury,  Eliot  Church  and  Society, 

**  Jamaica  Plain,  Mrs.  Charles  Bradford,   . 

«         Warren  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (for  ▲ 


B.  8. 


) 


l.  m. 


) 


B. 


$  10  00 
21  60 
20  00 
16  18 
20  00 
10  00 

3  10 

166  07 

26  81 

9  00 
40  68 
10  00 

43  61 

3  00 
20  00 
20  00 
66  83 
31  68 

126  24 

4  00 
8.)  8  86 
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Walpole,  Orthodox  Congregatioiud  Church  and  Society,  $  12  00 

Weymouth,  North,  CongregationAl  Church  and  Society,         .  20  25 

«  «      Pilgrim  Church  and  Society,     ...  12  74 

<*  Landing,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.x.)  31  00 

$740  46 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Marion,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, .        .        .        .      $  10  1^ 
Norton,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l 

«       Female  Seminary,  (1  l.  x.  in  part,)    . 
Raynham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Taimton,  Mrs.  Sally  Cook, 

"         Winalow  Church  and  Society, 


M.)    23  60 

16  00 

6  02 

1  00 

12  63 


$67  27 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 


Abington,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        .  $  28  42 

**         East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  £.  m.)  24  26 

Campello,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)         .  31  00 

East  Bridgewater,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .  9  33 

ffingham.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       ...  6  00 

Marshfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .        .  10  20 

Middleboro',  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .  22  60 
North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.)  40  00 


i« 


$  170  80 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  John  Munroe,  TYeaattrer, 

Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)         .      $  26  24 
Falmouth,  East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .  60 

Yarmouth,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)        .  21  96 


$48  69 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 


Castine,  Me.,  S.  J.  W.,  (for  ▲.  b.  s.)       .        .        .        .        .  $  26  00 

East  Woodstock,  Ct.,  Mrs.  Lucy  Paine,  (1  l.  x.  ▲.  b.  s.)         .  30  00 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  A  friend, 22  00 

Henniker,  N.  H.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l. 

X.  balance,) 16  46 

New  England  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

for  A.  B.  s ' 263  16 

Portland,  Me.,  Susan  B.  Thacher,  (1  l.  x.)    .        .        .        .  20  00 

Walpole,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Simon  Perry, 200  00 

Camp  Oriffin,  Ya.,  John  Valentine, 76 

$  667  36 
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COLLECTIONS. 

By  the  Rev,  E.  F.  Slafteb,  Aifent  of  the  Ameriean  BiNe  Society, 

Grace  Church,  Salem, $  21  00 

Trinity  Church,  Melrose, 7  00 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Salem, 42  00 

St.  James's  Church,  Roxbury, 62  60 

St.  Andrews'  Church,  Hanover, 25  00 

Christ  Church,  Waltham, 5  00 

Christ  Church,  Boston, 20  34 

Grace  Church,  Lawrence, 24  12 

Christ  Church,  Ipswich, 7  32 

Emmanuel  Church,  Boston, 171  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Dedham, 25  00 

G.,  Newton  Comer, 50  00 

Calvary  Church,  Danvers, 1  76 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Newton, 25  00 

Grace  Church,  Newton  Comer, 14  29 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 68  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 315  50 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 518  00 

St.  Thomas's  Church,  Taunton, 37  00 

Grace  Church,  Boston, 30  00 

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston, 30  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline 117  09 

$  1,616  91 

[Other  conections  made  by  Mr.  Slaftix,  in  Mauachuiettt,  have  been  paid  through 
other  Aoxiliary  Societies.] 

LEGACIES. 

Boston,  Moses  Grant,  by  Otis  DanieU  and  Nathaniel  Walker, 

Ex'rs, $1,000  00 

Newton,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Paul,  (5  l.  m.) 100  00 

Salem,  Mrs.  Deborah  T.  Frothingham,  by  A.  T.  Frothing- 

ham,  Ex'r, 200  00 

$  1,300  00 

Annual  subscriptions, $  400  00 

Returned  from  books  donated, 17  12 

Interest  and  dividends, 1,137  00 

Proceeds  of  horse  and  wagon  sold, 100  00 

Sales  at  Depository, 9,213  56 

Whole  amount  acknowledged  in  the  preceding  lists,        .         $19,385  04 


Pecuniary  remittances  and  letters  relating  to  the  business  of  the 
Depository,  and  orders  for  Books,  should  be  addrused  to  S.  T.  Fa&well, 
Agent,  No,  15  Comhill,  Boston, 


APPENDIX. 


Boston,  May  10,  18C2. 

To  the  MaMachuietU  Bible  Society : 

Gentlemen, — I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ten  hundred 
and  ninety-three  12mo.  Bibles ;  forty-six  foreign  Bibles ;  two 
hundred  and  eighty-one  Testaments  ;  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  Testament  and  Psalms ;  and  thirty-eight  foreign  Testa- 
ments. 

The  above  have  been  distributed  on  board  the  United  States 
Receiving  Ship  Ohio,  during  the  past  twelve  months,  with  the 
exception  of  perhaps  seventy-live  (English)  Bibles,  which  I 
have  given  away  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Chi-istian 
Association. 

During  these  twelve  montlis,  over  thirteen  thousand  men 
have  been  on  board  of  the  Ohio,  and  drafted  from  there  to  the 
various  naval  ships  which  have  sailed  from  this  port.  As  many 
as  eighteen  hundred  men  have  belonged  to  the  ship  at  a  time. 
We  have  held  a  daily  evening  prayer-meeting  there  for  the  past 
three  years.  Every  man  on  board  can  attend  the  meeting  if  he 
will. 

Our  attendance  varies  in  number  from  twenty  to  five  hun- 
dred— average  about  one  hundred.  At  the  close  of  each  meet- 
ing, an  invitation  is  extended  to  those  who  do  not  possess  a 
Bible,  or  Testament,  and  would  use  one,  to  come  forward  and 
give  their  names,  and  they  shall  be  supplied.  We  never  give 
to  any  who  ask  for  them  in  private ;  feeling  that  those  who  arc 
ashamed  to  attend  a  prayer-meeting,  or  imwilling  to  have  their 
shipmates  know  that  they  want  to  possess  a  Bible,  would  be 
unwilling  to  have  them  know  that  they  read  it.  We  have  never 
heard  of  more  than  eight  being  misused  since  we  commenced 
our  work  there,  and  thosf.  were  extreme  cases ;  no  more  than  we 
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could  expect  in  any  other  class  in  society.  We  know  what  ves- 
sels these  men  have  gone  out  in,  and  many  letters  have  been 
received  from  those  who  have  been  converted  in  our  meeting, 
and  who  are  now  laboring  with  good  success  in  their  respective 
ships. 

It  has  been  one  constant  revival  on  board  the  Ohio,  and  we 
know  of  hundreds  of  conversions  during  the  past  year.  That 
these  Bibles  have  been  good  seed,  sown  in  good  ground,  needs 
but  the  testimony  of  the  officers  of  the  ships. 

It  encourages  us  in  our  work,  in  passing  around  the  decks,  to 
see  here  and  there  a  man  seated  reading  his  Bible,  a  tract,  or 
religious  paper,  which  he  or  they  have  received  from  our  hands. 
Our  desire  is,  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  be  the  instrument  of 
much  more  good,  in  this  wide  field  of  labor,  among  these  men 
of  the  sea. 

Hoping  this  may  assure  you  that  these  books  are  carefully 
and  usefully  distributed,  I  remain,  ever  yours  in  the  Word  of 
the  Lord, 

L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr. 

Librarian  Boston  Yo.  Men's  Chris,  Association, 


ANNUAL   REPORT 


PBEflEHTED  BT  THE 


EXECUTTVE  COMMITTEE 


OF  THS 


BIBLE  SOCIETY  OE  MASSACHUS] 


AT   THEIR    ANNUAL   MEETING 


IN     BOSTON, 


HAT  25,  1868,  BEING  THEIR  7IFTY-F0UBTH  ANNIVEBSi 


FUBUIHED  .^n  OBDER  OT  THE  TRUITEBS. 


BOSTON: 

FBBSS  OF  T.  B.  MABTIN  ft  SON,  42  C0NGBB88  8T] 

1868. 


v5~ 


OFFICERS 

OF  THB 

MASSACHUSETTS  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  1863-64. 


PRESIDENT. 

^  Hon.  SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY. 

VICB   PKBSIDENTg. 

2-  Rev.  WILLIAM  R.  NICHOLSON,  D.  D.,  Suffolk  County. 

WILLIAM  C.  PLUNKETT,  Esq.,  Berkshire  County. 
EDWARD  SOUTHWORTH,  Esq.,  Hampden  County. 
JOHN  P.  WILLISTON,  Esq.,  Hampshire  County. 
WILLIAM  D.  WASHBURN,  Esq.,  Franklin  County. 
STEPHEN   SALISBURY,  Esq.,  Worcester  County. 
CHARLES    WHITIN,  Esq.,  Worcester  County. 
LEE   CLAFLIN,  Esq.,  Middlesex  County. 
CALEB  HOLBROOK,  Esq.,  Norfolk  County, 
JAMES   S.  AMORY,  Esq.,  Norfolk  County. 
Hon.  JOHN  H.  CLIFFORD,  Bristol  County. 
ELISHA  TUCKER,  Esq.,  Plymouth  County. 
JAMES  B.  CROCKER,  Esq.,  Barnstable  County. 
E.  S.  MOSELY,  Esq.,  Essex  County. 

^  CORRESPOXniNO   SECRETARY. 

^  Rev.  GEORGE  W.  BLAGDEN,  D.  D. 

RECORDING   SECRETARY. 

Rev.  DANIEL  BUTLER. 


TREASURER. 

CHARLES  HENRY  PARKER,  Esq. 

AUDITOR. 

NATHANIEL  H.  EMMONS,  Esq. 

TRUSTEES. 


-*      Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D. 
"•    Rt  Rev.  Manton  Eastburn,  D.  D. 
...     Rev.  Baron  Stow,  D.  D. 
Rev.  John  O.  Means, 
f  '  ^  Rev.  Chandler  Robbins,  D.  D. 
/  '  Rev.  Fales  H.  Newhall, 
*  ~:.JR6v.  Samuel  B.  Babcock, 
/  /John  Tappan, 
■    Albert  Fbarinq, 


/  r  Heman  Lincoln, 
.   Samuel  May, 

Jacob  Sleeper, 

Charles  T.  Russell, 

Theophilus  R.  Marvin, 
L- Stephen  Fairbanks, 

Nathaniel  H.  Emmons, 
j^  'Charles  W.  Pierce, 

Charles  Henry  Parker,  Esq's. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 
TO  WHOM  APPLICATIONS  ARE  TO  BE  MADE  POR  BIBLES. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means,  Albert  Fbabino,  and  Chableb  ,Hbnst  Fabksb. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FROM  1809  TO  1863. 


PRESIDENTS. 


Hon.  WillUm  Phillipi,  .  . 
BcT.  John  Pierce,  D.  D.  .  . 
Hon.  Simon  Oreenleftf,  LL.  D. 


1809^-S7 
1827-^9 
1849^-54 


Hon.  Biehard  Fletcher,   . 
Hon.  Samuel  H.  Walley, 


1854—59 
1859 


VICE   PRESIDENTS. 


BeT.  John  Lathiop,  D.  D.    .    .  1809—16 

Ser.  John  T.  Kirkland,  D.  D.  .  1816-S8 

BeT.  Henry  Ware,  D.  D.      .    .  1888—44 

Ber.  John  Codman,  D.  D.    .    .  1844—48 

Hon.  Simon  Oreenleaf,  LL.  D.  .  1848 — 49 

Ber.  Francii  Parkman,  D.  D.  .  1849—53 

Ber.  N.  L.  Frothingham,  D.  D.  1853—61 

Ber.  Wm.  B.  MicholBon,  D.  D.  1861 

WilUam  C.  Plunkett,  Em}.    .    .  1862 

Edward  Southworth,  £eq.     .    .  1862 

John  P.  Williiton,  Eeq.    .    .    .  1862 


WilUam  D.  Waihbom,  Eaq.      .  1862 

Stephen  SaUtbory,  Eaq.    .    .    .  1862 

Charlei  Whitin,  £«i 1862 

Lee  Claflin,  Eiq 1862 

Caleb  Holbrook,  Eeq 1862 

Jamei  S.  Amory,  Eaq 1862 

Hon.  John  H.  ClifSsrd,  LL.  D.  1862 

Elitha  Tucker,  E«i 1862 

Jamei  B.  Crocker,  Eeq.   .    .    .  1862 

E.  8.  Moiely,  Eeq 1862 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES. 


Bev.  Joseph  Stevene  Buckmineter,  1809—18 
Ber.  Samuel  C.  Thacher, .  .  .  1813—17 
Ber.  Charlee  Lowell,  D.  D.  .    .    1817—18 


Bev.  Franeii  Parkman,  D.  D.  .  1818—49 
Ber.  N.  L.  Frothingham,  D.  D.  1849—53 
Ber.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.    1853 


RECORDING   SECRETARIES. 


Ber.  John  Pierce,  D.  D.  . 
Ber.  Daniel  Sharp,  D.  D. 
BeT.  Cyrui  P.  Grotvenor, 
BoT.  Jamei  D.  Knowles,  . 
Ber.  William  Jenki,  D.  D. 


1809-88 
1888—30 
1830—31 
1831—38 
1838-39 


Ber.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.  1839—44 

Bev.  Wmiam  M.  Bogert,      .    .  1814—45 

Ber.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.  1845—49 

Bev.  George  Bichardi,     .    .    .  1849—52 

Ber.  Daniel  Butler,     ....  1858 


Samuel  H.  Walley,  Esq. 
Hon.  Peter  O.  Thacher, 
John  Tappan,  Eiq.  .    . 


TREASURERS. 


1809—11 
1811-18 
1818-35 


Henry  Edwards,  Esq 1835—49 

George  B.  Sampson,  Esq.      .    .    1849—68 
Charles  Henry  Parker,  Esq.     .    1868 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEES. 


Ber.  William  E.  Channing,  D*  D. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips,  .  .  . 
Stephen  Higginson,  Esq. .  .  . 
Ber.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D.  . 
Edward  Tuckerman,  Esq.  .  . 
Ber.  Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D.  . 
Ber.  Beiyamin  B.  Wisner,  D.  D. 
Charles  Tappan,  Esq.  .... 


1809—18 

Ber.  nrands  Parkman,  D.  I 

K  .    1838—53 

1809-16 

Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D. 

D.    1835—49 

1809-15 

Henry  Edwards,  Esq.  .    .    . 

.    .    1840-49 

1815—18 

Bev.  George  Bichards,     .    . 

,    .    1849—60 

1816-30 

George  B.  Sampson,  Esq. 

.    .    1849-62 

1818—30 

Albert  Fearing,  Esq.    .    . 

.    .    1853 

1881—35 

Bev.  John  0.  Means,   .    . 

.    .    1860 

1880-40 

Charles  Henry  Parker,  Esq. 

.    1862 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 


In  presenting  their  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Report, 
the  Trustees  would  express  their  thanks  to  God 
for  the  favor  shown  to  the  Society  during  the  year 
past.  We  gratefully  record  the  fact,  that  the  excite- 
ment pervading  the  public  mind,  so  far  from  im- 
peding our  labors,  has  extended  and  given  efficacy 
to  them.  Many,  hitherto  indifferent,  have  sought 
the  teaching  and  comfort  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
in  this  day  of  adversity.  That  an  increased  interest 
has  been  felt  in  our  work,  will  appear  from  the 
following  statements. 

There  have  been  issued  from  the  Depositor}', 
during  the  year,  a  total  of  sixty-six  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  fiftj-seven  copies  of  the  Bible,  in 
whole  or  in  parts  ;  an  excess  of  fifteen  thousand 
volumes  above  that  of  last  year,  and  twenty-seven 
thousand  volumes  more  than  was  issued  two  years 
ago.  Of  the  whole  number,  fourteen  thousand, 
five  hundred  and  eight  were  Bibles,  thirty  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  Testaments,  ten  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine  Testaments  with 


Psalms,  and  nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  forty 
copies  of  the  Book  of  Proverbs,  of  the  Psalms, 
and  of  the  Gospel  of  John.  The  largest  propor- 
tion, of  course,  were  in  the  English  language — 
sixty-four  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five ; 
in  various  foreign  languages,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-two. 

The  number  of  volumes  circulated,  gratuitously, 
has  been  twenty-four  thousand,  four  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  at  a  cost  of  ^4,155.22 — which  is  one- 
third  more  than  the  previous  year.  And  it  is  an 
instructive  fact,  that  three-quarters  of  our  grants 
have  been  for  the  army  and  navy,  there  having 
been  given  to  soldiers  fourteen  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven,  and  to  seamen  in  the  merchant 
and  naval  service,  four  thousand,  two  hundred  and 
sixty-six.  The  volumes  given  by  the  Society 
directly,  however,  comprise  but  a  small  part  of 
what  has  gone  in  this  way.  Many  soldiers  were 
furnished,  of  course,  by  parents  and  friends ;  not  a 
few  of  our  towns  were  induced  to  supply  the  com- 
panies raised  in  their  limits.  And  when  this  was 
done,  the  camps  were  visited,  and  the  soldiers  who 
remained  destitute  were  furnished ;  so  that  it  is 
believed  that  very  few  of-  the  thousands  who  went 
to  the  war,  during  the  year,  were  without  the 
Word  of  God. 

While  the  war  continues,  the  demand  for  the 
Scriptures  will  be  undiminished.  Many  now  in 
the  field  will  need  to  be  refurnished,  and  new 
recruits  will  continue  to  claim  our  care. 


If  testimony  as  to  the  value  of  this  work  were 
needed,  we  have  it  in  the  statements  of  chaplains, 
and  of  all  who  labor  in  any  way  for  the  welfare  of 
the  army,  as  well  as  in  the  numerous  declarations  of 
the  soldiers  themselves.  The  Holy  Scriptures  have 
been  read  by  the  light  of  every  camp-fire ;  they 
have  preserved  the  soldier  amid  the  corrupting 
influences  to  which  he  is  subjected ;  they  have 
comforted  him  in  sickness,  and  when  flesh  and 
heart  were  failing,  they  have  told  him  of  One  who 
is  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life.  Men  wounded 
in  battle,  and  dying  before  help  could  reach  them, 
have  been  found  with  their  Testaments  open, 
showing  that  their  last  conscious  moments  had 
been  spent  in  meditation  on  Divine  Truth.  When 
a  wife  has  had  the  first  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
a  husband  by  the  terrible  shock  of  receiving  a  box 
containing  the  effects  of  the  deceased  soldier,  with 
not  a  word  of  explanation,  she  has  found,  in  the 
well-worn  Testament,  passages  heavily  underscored 
— "  Woman,  why  weepest  thou?"  "Why  should 
it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible  with  you  that  God 
should  raise  the  dead  ? " 

It,  is  often  said  that  many  of  the  Testaments, 
thus  given  away,  are  wasted.  But  so  the  summer 
ndn  is  wasted  which,  with  a  divine  prodigality,  is 
sent  upon  the  unfruitful  pasture  and  the  barren 
rock,  as  well  as  upon  the  fertile  meadow. 

The  number  of  Bibles  given  to  the  needy  at 
home  does  not  vary  much  from  that  of  past  years. 
To  mission  Sunday  schools  there  have  been  granted 
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fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine  copies,  to  city  mis- 
sions, eleven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  smaller 
appropriations  have  been  made  to  various  other 
objects.  Through  diflferent  benevolent  organiza- 
tions many  have  been  furnished,  and  there  has 
been  much  done  by  individual  effort.  We  hope 
the  time  is  near  when  the  friends  of  truth  all  over 
our  Commonwealth  will  ascertain,  year  by  year, 
and  supply  the  destitution  of  the  Scriptures,  as  a 
duty  they  owe  to  God  and  their  fellow-men. 

The  income  of  the  Society  the  past  year,  from 
all  sources,  has  been  twenty-four  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars,  and  forty-six  cents 
— which  is  more  than  six  thousand  dollars,  or 
one-third,  greater  than  last  year.  With  twenty-two 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  eighty-six  cents,  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  available 
means  have  been  twenty-seven  thousand,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars,  thirty-two  cents.  The 
amount  of  donations,  legacies  and  annual  subscrip- 
tions has  been  eleven  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  dollars,  forty-seven  cents.  Dividends 
on  stocks  and  interest,  eleven  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  dollars,  fifty  cents:  sales  of  books,  twelve 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars,  forty- 
nine  cents. 

The  expenditures  have  been: — for  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  eighteen  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
twelve  dollars,  twenty-five  cents;  for  the  Deposi- 


tory,  the  General  and  Depository  agents  and  assist- 
ant, paper,  printing,  rent,  &c.,  $3,510.12:  dona- 
tions to  the  American  Bible  Society,  $2,779.99. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
has]  continued  indefatigable  in  his  work,  and,  as 
the  result  shows,  with  unwonted  success.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Slafter  has  labored  for  a  portion  of  the 
year,  as  usual,  among  the  Episcopal  churches,  and 
with  very  gratifying  results.  The  response  to  his 
appeals  has  ever  been  hearty  and  generous,  and 
the  contributions  have  steadily  increased  till  they 
exceed  this  year  the  sum  of  twenty-two  hundred 
dollars,  besides  collections  paid  by  him  to  the 
American  Bible  Society  through  other  auxiliaries, 
which  is  an  advance  of  several  hundred  dollars 
upon  the  gifts  of  the  previous  year. 

The  American  Bible  Society,  with  which  our 
own  is  affiliated,  has  enjoyed  a  year  of  great  pros- 
perity, both  as  to  its  income  and  its  issues ;  its 
receipts  have  amounted  to  $422,588.00^  about 
$184,000  being  from  legacies  and  donations.  It 
has  circulated  during  the  year  not  less  than  one 
million,  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 
Its  donations  in  books  and  money,  the  past  year, 
amounted  to  $138,583.96.  The  Society  has  been 
called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  its  Senior  Secretary, 
Rev.  Dr.  Brigham,  who,  for  more  than  thirty-six 
years,  has  been  connected  with  it,  and  to  whose 
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devoted  and  efficient  labors  it  has  been  doubtless 
indebted  for  much  of  its  usefulness. 

Simultaneously  with  this  increased  circulation  of 
the  Bible  at  home,  the  work  is  assuming  enlarged 
proportions  and  increasing  interest  abroad.  The 
power  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  for  good,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
Favored  with  the  possession  of  them  and  honored 
as  instruments  for  their  dissemination,  let  us  go 
forward  in  our  work,  encouraged  by  past  success, 
and  entering  with  new  enthusiasm  upon  the  wider 
harvests  which  await  the  reapers. 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


Thb  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  Socibtt 
OF  Massachusetts,  was  held  at  No.  16,  Cornhill,  Boston, 
on  Monday,  May  25,  1868,  at  9  o*clock,  A.  M.,  the  Presi- 
dent, Hon.  Samxtel  H.  Walley,  in  the  chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  presented  and 
accepted  ;  and  it  was 

Fotedj  That  the  same  be  read  at  the  public  meeting  this  aflemoon. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  attend  the  public  serrices 
of  the  Fifty-fourth  Anniversary,  at  the  Central  Church, 
Winter  Street,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered,  by  the  Rev. 
Calvin  Lincoln,  D.  D.,  of  Hingham. 

The  President  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows  : 

The  Massachusetts  Bible  Society  meets,  to-day,  to  celebrate 
its  Fifty-fourth  Anniversary.     It  is  a  pleasing  thought,  that 
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amid  our  national  affliction  and  calamity,  we  can  find  cause  for 
gratitude  and  thanksgiving,  in  connection  with  this  occasion. 
In  common  with  the  National  Society,  which  records  an 
advance,  by  the  special  favor  of  Providence,  "  greatly  beyond 
that  of  almost  any  former  year  of  its  existence," — and  in 
sympathy  with  the  Christian  Commission,  which  has  circulated, 
during  the  past  year,  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand 
volumes,  received  from  the  American  Bible  Society,  in  ad- 
dition to  fifteen  thousand  copies  of  the  Bible,  furnished  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  with  the  ofier  of  all  that 
should  be  asked,  for  the  army  of  the  Union, — we  also  have  made 
a  great  advance »  having  distributed  more  than  fifteen  thousand 
volumes,  in  addition  to  the  number  issued  during  the  previous 
year. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  by  far  the  larger  amount  of 
gratuitous  issues  has  been  to  soldiers,  in  our  army  and  hospi- 
tals ;  and,  in  all  our  sorrow  of  heart,  that  our  nation  should 
require  such  severe  chastisements  for  our  sins  as  those  which 
we  are  now  sufiering,  at  the  hands  of  the  God  of  nations,  it 
is  refreshing  to  hear  the  testimony  of  the  cordial  welcome 
which  has  every  where  awaited  those  who  have  gone,  without 
money,  and  without  price,  to  alleviate  the  sufierings  of  sick 
and  wounded  bodies  ;  and  how  delightful  has  been  their  experi- 
ence, in  ministering  also  to  the  sotils  of  their  fellow-men — carry- 
ing to  them  the  only  balm  for  a  sin-sick  soul,  and  instructing 
them  as  to  the  only  Physician  who  can  heal  them. 

It  is  no  matter  of  surprise  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
distribution  of  the  Bible,  to  learn  how  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
have  been  welcomed  by  many  who,  for  the  first  time  in  their 
lives,  have  been  made  to  feel  the  priceless  value  of  the  heavenly 
teachings  of  this  blessed  volume.  Indeed,  it  only  furnishes 
new  proof  of  the  adaptedness  of  God's  revelation  to  meet  the 
wants  of  man,  in  every  extremity  of  anguish  and  sufiering. 

But  while  our  hearts  bleed  with  the  recital  of  the  privations 
and  perils  of  our  brave  soldiers,  it  is  truly  cheering,  and  even 
afibrds  us  ground  for  rejoicing,  on  the  present  occasion,  that 
amid  all  the  evils  and  horrors  incident  to  civil  war,  we  have 
such  abundant  evidence  that  the  Bible  has  been  welcomed  by 
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multitudes  of  those  afflicted  and  bereaved  in  the  loss  of 
earthly  hopes  and  props ;  by  the  wounded  on  the  field  of 
battle,  or  lying  in  their  tents  of  patient  suffering ;  and  by  the 
sick,  and  even  the  dying :  its  cheering  hopes  and  tender  con- 
solations lighting  their  pathway  through  the  dark  valley  to 
the  celestial  city. 

But  not  alone  to  such  as  these,  have  our  volumes  gone,  or  by 
such  alone  met  with  a  hearty  welcome.  On  the  ship's  deck 
and  in  the  forecastle  —  on  the  tented  field,  during  the  long  weeks 
of  suspense  in  the  intervals  of  drill  and  preparation — among 
men  not  knowing  how  soon,  or  how  suddenly,  their  patriotism 
and  bravery  may  be  put  to  a  fearful  test,  and  they  be  called 
to  meet  death  at  the  cannon's  mouth,  or  in  the  deadly  charge,  — 
it  has  been  the  grateful  employment  of  those  who  have  received 
Bibles  at  your  hands,  or  (through  your  funds)  of  the  National 
Society,  to  scatter  these  healing  leaves,  and  in  this  sacred  work 
to  meet  a  cordial  welcome  ;  and  to  find  that  nowhere  else  is  the 
blessed  volume  more  faithfully  or  more  reverently  heeded,  and 
no  book  more  sought  for,  or  more  highly  prized. 

Let  us  be  thankful  for  the  privilege  of  possessing  the  Holy 
Bible,  and  duly  appreciate  the  responsibility  thus  devolved 
upon  us.  Let  us  conform  our  lives,  day  by  day,  more  perfectly 
in  accordance  with  its  precepts,  and  in  closer  imitation  of  our 
great  Exemplar.  And  while  expressing  our  satisfaction  at  what 
has  been  done  during  the  past  year,  in  making  the  contents  of 
the  Book  of  Life  known  to  our  fellow-men  around  us,  let  us, 
one  and  all,  resolve  to  redouble  our  efforts  for  time  to  come,  and 
strive  to  learn  the  lesson  of  making  sacrifices  for  the  good 
of  others.  More  than  this,  let  us  do  all  in  our  power  to  give 
these  waters  of  salvation  to  every  thirsty  soul  —  of  our  Com- 
monwealth, of  our  beloved  land,  aye,  of  all  lands— > and  thus 
manifest  our  gratitude  for  mercies  received,  by  freely  impart- 
ing of  our  abundance  to  bless  those  who  now  lack  what  we 
enjoy. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  read 
by  Rev.  John  O.  Means,  Chairman  of  the  Execudve  Com- 
mittee. 
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Rev.  WiLUAM  J.  R.  Taylor,  D.  D.,  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary of  the  American  Bible  Society,  was  then  introduced, 
and  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr,  Prt9id»fA  and  Christian  Friends : 

I  come  to  bear  you  the  greetings  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  upon  this  celebration  of  your  Anniversary.  I  hardly 
know,  Sir,  whether  to  call  it  '*  the  parent  Society,"  for  yours  is 
some  years  older  than  the  National  organization  ;  but  having 
thrown  your  lot  in  with  us  as  an  auxiliary,  we  have  felt  deeply 
interested  in  your  career. 

The  Report  which  has  been  read  this  afternoon  is  gratifying. 
Some  people  seem  to  think  that  the  system  of  Auxiliary  Societies 
is  a  failure ;  that  there  ought  to  be  a  change ;  that  there  might 
be  some  different  arrangement  by  which  the  Scriptures  could  be 
as  largely  circulated  ;  but  I  take  it.  Sir,  that  there  is  something 
more  than  a  mere  commercial  transaction,  or  the  mere  distribu- 
tion of  books,  connected  with  an  organization  like  this.  There 
are  some  1,750  auxiliaries  of  the  American  Bible  Society 
scattered  throughout  the  land.  Every  one  of  these  is  a  centre 
of  Bible  interest  and  power  where  Christians  are  working ; 
where  pastors  concentrate  their  influence;  where  the  hearts  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  work  are  glowing  with  fervent 
heat;  where  God  oftentimes  pours  out  his  Spirit,  and  makes 
them  fountains  of  ceaseless  influences  to  the  regions  in  which 
they  are  situated.  Sir,  if  we  were  to  strike  down  this  auxiliary 
system  from  this  time,  we  should  lose  very  much  of  that  Chris- 
tian power  which  has  made  our  land  what  it  is.  We  need  a 
centralizing  power,  and  then  we  need  these  smaller  organiza- 
tions all  over  the  land,  in  order  to  give  efficiency  to  that  central 
power.  They  are  related  to  each  other  very  much  as,  in  our 
system  of  government,  our  town  and  county  organizations  arc 
related  to  the  general  administration. 

Mr.  President,  Massachusetts — through  her  Bible  Society 
and  her  Missionary  Society — has  had  an  honorable  history  in 
connection  with  this  work.  Half  a  century  ago,  Mr.  Samuel  J. 
Mills, — that  man  of  precious  memory, — in  company  with  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Schermerhom,  (a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
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church,  with  which  I  am  directly  connected,)  were  sent  out  by 
the  Massachusetts  Missionary  Society,  (bearing  commissiona, 
also,  from  various  Bible  Societies  in  this  State  and  Connecticut,) 
for  the  exploration  of  the  West  and  Southwest.  They  returned, 
and  the  next  year  Mr.  Mills  went  out  again,  with  the  Rer* 
Daniel  Smith.  Jn  these  two  years,  these  brethren  traversed 
the  valley  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi,  from  Cincinnati  to 
the  Gulf,  from  the  mountains  to  St.  Louis.  They  organized  the 
Ohio  Bible  Society  at  Marietta ;  the  Mississippi  Bible  Society 
at  Natchez ;  and  the  Louisiana  Bible  Society  at  New  Orleans. 
That  whole  region  was  then  very  sparsely  populated,  and  there 
was  a  fearful  famine  of  the  Word  of  God.  It  is  narrated  in  the 
reports  of  these  gentlemen,  that  at  Kaskaskia,  the  capital  of 
Illinois  Territory,  Governor  Edwards  said  he  did  not  believe  that 
five  copies  of  the  Word  of  God  could  be  found  in  that  place. 
In  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  the 
diocese  said  he  did  not  suppose  that  among  all  his  people 
ten  copies  of  the  Bible  could  be  found.  When  the  territory  of 
Louisiana  passed  from  the  hands  of  the  French  to  our  own 
Government,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  even  one  copy  of  the 
Latin  Vulgate  could  be  found  with  which  to  administer  the 
oath  of  office  to  the  new  American  Governor.  Now,  Sir, 
what  a  diffisrence !  All  through  that  land,  previous  to  the 
rebellion,  you  could  find,  in  almost  every  county  and  township, 
whether  of  the  West  or  Southwest,  organized  Bible  Societies ; 
and  even  to-day,  some  of  those  organizations  which  were  put  in 
motion  half  a  century  ago  by  these  faithful  men,  are  continuing 
their  work.  So,  Sir,  the  seed  that  is  sown  quietly  and  humbly, 
God  will  take  care  of.  ^  It  shall  not  return  unto  him  void,  bat 
it  shall  accomplish  the  purpose  where  unto  he  sent  it.' 

Mr.  President,  the  very  best  part  of  any  man  or  any  organi* 
zation  is  that  which  bears  most  clearly  the  stamp  of  God  upon 
it ;  that  which  is  most  providential,  that  which  is  most  thoiv 
oughly  connected  with  His  grace.  Now,  Sir,  in  the  history  of 
this  Bible  movement  in  our  land,  and  especially  in  the  history 
of  the  American  Bible  Society,  I  think  we  can  trace  a  long 
line  of  particular  providences,  wonderfully  given  and  sustaiDed. 
It  was  no  light  thing  in  the  workings  of  Grod,  that  before  the 
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smoke  of  the  battles  of  the  last  war  had  fairly  passed  from  off  our 
land,  this  American  Bible  Society  was  formed,  and  in  her  robes 
of  purity  was  sent  trailing  over  the  land  that  had  been  socdLed 
with  the  blood  of  our  citizens  and  of  our  enemies.  From  that 
day  to  this,  what  has  been  her  history  ?  Look  at  the  men  whom 
God  raised  up  to  form  this  Society !  Trace  the  illustrious  line  of 
hei^  Presidents  I  The  venerable  Boudinot,  of  New  Jersey  ;  the 
matchless  jurist,  John  Jay,  the  first  Chief-Justice  of  the  United 
States ;  the  revolutionary  veteran,  Colonel  Varrick,  of  New 
York  ;  his  successor,  the  venerable  John  Cotton  Smith,  of  Con- 
,necticut;  and  then.  Sir,  that  man  of  lovely  Christian  spirit, 
type  of  all  that  is  noble  and  beautiful  in  refined  human  char- 
acter, the  eloquent  and  sainted  Frelinghuysen.  I  speak  not. 
Sir,  of  the  venerable  man  who  to-day  fills  Mr.  Frelinghuysen's 
place,  except  to^  say  that  he  is  worthy  of  the  position  that  he 
holds.  And  then.  Sir,  if  you  look  over  the  long  line  of  Man- 
agers of  that  institution,  you  see  men  holding  the  first  positions 
in  the  State,  in  mercantile  life  and  in  the  various  professions. 
God  has  honored  that  Society  by  giving  it  the  most  distinguished 
lights  of  the  Christianity  of  our  generation  ;  and.  Sir,  he  has 
honored  it  in  another  line — in  the  work  that  has  been  accom- 
plished. That  work  began  when  they  had  no  Bible  House,  no 
Bibles,  no  Testaments,  no  funds  in  hand  —  nothing  but  the 
simple  organization,  formed  in  the  spirit  of  faith  and  of  love  to 
the  souls  of  men.  But  they  cast  themselves  upon  the  providence 
and  the  grace  of  God,  and  he  honored  that  faith,  until  now  the 
*^  little  one  "  has  ^^  become  (more  than)  a  thousand." 

Mr.  President,  the  present  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bible  Socie^  are  wonderful.  It  might  have  been  supposed 
that  the  outbreak  of  the  war  would  paralyze  this  organization 
of  Christian  usefulness  ;  instead  of  that,  it  has  put  new  life  into 
it.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that  its  treasury  would  have 
been  depleted ;  instead  of  that,  at  our  recent  anniversary,  we 
reported  the  largest  sum  ever  received  in  any  one  year  (except- 
ing two)  of  the  forty-seven  of  the  history  of  the  Society.  The 
Southern  auxiliaries  have  been  cut  off,  but.  Sir,  we  have  found 
more  work  than  ever  to  do  among  the  men  of  the  North.  This 
great  army  distribution  is  in  reality  a  part  of  our  domestic 
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work.  The  men  whom  it  reaches  are  in  different  situations,  in 
different  localities,  in  different  circumstances ;  but,  Sir,  they 
art  reached,  and  perhaps  thousands  of  them  more  effectively 
than  they  could  have  been  reached  in  their  distant  homes  upon 
the  mountains  and  the  prairies,  or  among  the  ravines  and  the 
forests.  There  is  many  a  man  now  in  possession  of  the  Word 
of  God,  received  at  the  hands  of  our  distributors,  or  firom  your 
own  bounty,  who  probably  would  not  have  had  it  but  for  these 
agencies. 

I  wish  to  speak  to  you  this  afternoon.  Christian  friends,  for  a 
little  while,  in  regard  to  some  features  of  this  work.     Since  the. 
commencement  of  the  war,  more  than  two  million  and  a  quarter 
of  volumes  (2,352,959)  have  been  issued  from  the  Depository 
of  the  Society,  a  very  large  proportion  of  which  have  gone  into 
the  army  and  navy.     Of  this  large  number,  the  auxiliary  socie- 
ties of  the  country  have  purchased  and  have  given  away  about 
a  million  ;   many  have  been  donated  by  private  beneficence. 
The  National  Society,  since  the  first  day  of  February  of  this 
year,  has  granted  351,047  volumes,  chiefly  Testaments.     They 
have  in  addition  to  this,  or  covering  this,  made  provision  for  the 
supply,  in  all,  of  about  800,000  volumes,  as  they  shall  be  called 
for ;  about  300,000  of  these  have  already  been  distributed.     I 
venture  to  say,  that  in  the  history  of  Bible  organizations,  either 
in  this  country  or  in  the  old  world,  there  has  never  been  any 
thing  comparable  to  this  within  the  same  period  of  time.     It 
stands  out  as  a  fact  in  our  history,  telling  these  Christian  friends 
what  work  we  are  doing  in  their  name  and  at  their  behest,  with 
the  funds  they  have  put  into  our  hands.     And,  Sir,  I  am  now 
reminded  of  another  fact,  which  indicates  the  trust  that  has  been 
reposed  in  this  Society  since  its  organization ;   namely,  that 
from  its  commencement,  there  has  been  poured  into  its  treasury, 
by  contributions  and  bequests  and  sales,  a  sum  of  over  eight 
millions,  every  dollar  of  which  has  been  carefully  husbanded 
and  expended  in  this  work.     It  is  a  tribute  which  has  been  paid 
to  Christian  integrity,  to  Christian  enterprise,  the  demands  of 
Grod  and  Christ,  and  of  a  world  lying  in  wickedness — demands 
that  are  laid  upon  no  unwilling  hearts. 
Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  the  brother  whose  name  yon  m«ii<^ 
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Uoned  a  few  momento  ago,  [Rev.  Mr.  Miogena,]  and  who  has 
had  such  living  experience  among  the  troops,  will  be  here  this 
afternoon,  to  give  some  personal  testimonies  of  his  own ;  bat 
joa  will  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  this  work. 
At  first,  it  was  not  well  systematized,  because  it  was  all  new  to 
m ;  but  within  the  past  year,  it  has  been  reduced  to  a  system  — 
i^teh  combines  facility  of  transportation,  rapidity  of  distribu- 
tM>n,  care  for  the  property  of  the  Society,  and  responsibility  for 
the  work  that  is  done  ;  and  brings  its  distributors  into  personal 
contact  with  all  our  myriads  of  soldiers.  It  is  grateful.  Sir,  in 
.this  place,  to  pay  a  willing  tribute  to  the  labors  of  the  Christian 
Commission,  of  which  you  have  well  spoken.  Sir,  we  have 
come  to  regard  that  body  as  raised  up  by  Grod  to  do  a  great 
work.  It  was  at  first  a  little  thought  which  he  put  into  the 
mind  of  some  warm-hearted  Christian  man,  and  it  has  grown 
to  this  great  organization  —  having  employed  over  500  volun- 
teer agents  and  delegates  in  its  work,  in  the  various  armies,  on 
the  battle-fields,  and  in  the  hospitals  —  having  the  facility  of 
free  transportation  over  half  the  railroad  lines  of  the  United 
States,  and  half-rates  over  the  rest  of  the  lines — having  also 
tlie  free  use  of  twenty-five  thousand  miles  of  telegraph  wire,  so 
that  their  requisitions  may  flash  from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the 
other  with  the  speed  of  the  lightning,  in  order  that  suffering, 
wounded  and  dyiag  men  may  obtain  succor  for  their  bodies  and 
jfor  their  souls. 

I  will  tell  you  a  little  of  what  this  Commission  has  been 
doing  for  us  —  for  I  regard  them  very  much  as  an  auxiliary  of 
the  Bible  Society.  They  canvassed  the  whole  of  Gren.  Hooker's 
army,  between  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  ChanoellorsviUe. 
Thirty  delegates  were  employed  for  six  weeks.  They  canvassed 
every  regiment  and  battery  in  that  army  ;  and  when  they  com- 
pleted their  work,  there  was  scarcely  a  soldier  who  could  say  he 
was  without  the  Word  of  Grod,  except  it  was  by  his  own  choice. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  done  in  giving  the  Scriptures 
to  these  men,  by  local  societies  and  individuals,  before  they  left 
for  the  field,  35,000  were  distributed  in  that  army,  to  those 
who  actually  needed  them.  The  same  systematic  distribution  is 
now  going  on  in  the  army  of  Gren.  Boseerans,  in  that  of  Gron. 
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Biimside,  and  in  the  victorious  armj  of  Gren.  Grant.  The  des- 
titution in  those  Western  and  South-western  armies  has  been 
fearful.  Some  of  the  letters  we  received  were  harrowing. 
I  have  in  my  pocket  now  a  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
who  is  the  Superintendent  of  the  Christian  Commission  in  Gen. 
Rosecrans'  army,  which  tells  me  of  a  sergeant  who  had  a  single 
Bible,  which  had  been  so  worn  in  use  that  the  print  was  almost 
rubbed  from  its  pages.  In  the  hospital  this  Bible  was  rea^  by 
the  men  in  turn,  and  oftentimes  there  would  be,  in  a  single  day, 
seven  or  eight  whose  names  were  down  upon  the  list,  waiting  to 
get  the  use  of  it.  Similar  cases  of  destitution  have  occurred  in 
all  those  armies.  The  reason  of  the  greater  destitution  at  the 
West  is  evident.  Almost  all  these  soldiers  went  from  portions 
of  the  country  where  the  system  of  B.ible  Societies  was  not  so 
thoroughly  organized,  and  where  they  had  not  the  means  at 
command  of  furnishing  the  people.  Many,  of  these  regiments 
went  swiflly  to  the  field  afler  their  organization — there  was  no 
time  to  supply  them  ;  and  all  we  could  do  was  to  endeavor  to 
follow  them  to  the  very  battle-fields  and  hospitals. 

I  think,  Sir,  that  with  this  testimony,  this  Christian  audience 
will  feel  more  encouraged  to  help,  not  merely  the  Bible  Society, 
but  the  Christian  Commission.  They  are  the  most  efficient 
auxiliary  in  this  work  of  distribution  in  the  field.  That  is  their 
distinctive  province,  and  as  an  agency  in  the  field,  there  is 
nothing  like  it.  They  have  established  agents  at  Newbem, 
at  Port  Royal,  at  New  Orleans,  at  Fortress  Monroe, — in  the 
great  armies,  in  the  small  divisions.  And  these  men  have 
worked  with  a  ^will,  with  a  heart :  and  not  less  v^dth  their 
hands.  For  it  has  been  a  toilsome  work.  If  any  man  thinks 
there  is  any  romance  about  it,  let  him  try  it ;  move  on  with  the 
advancing  armies,  endure  all  the  discomforts  of  the  field,  and 
work  amid  the  sufferings  and  sorrows  of  those  who  are  sick  and 
wounded.  The  service  may  be  hard  to  the  flbsh,  but  it  is 
joyful  to  the  spirit,  because  it  is  blessed  of  God  and  blessed 
of  man. 

I  have  not  time  to  dwell  on  all  the  features  of  this  work  as 
I  would  like.  There  is  one  part  of  it,  of  which,  perhaps,  this 
audience  would  like  to  hear  something  more  than  Ihey  have 
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seen  stated  io  the  papers — I  mean,  that  which  relates  to  Soath- 
em  distribution.  Mr.  President,  we  have  sent  nearly  30,000 
volumes  from  our  Depository  to  Richmond.  You  may  have 
seen  some  statements  copied  into  Northern  presses  from  a 
malignant  Southern  print,  but  I  can  assure  you.  Christian 
friends,  that  those  statements  do  not  echo  the  sentiments  of  the 
men  who  at  Richmond  have  received  these  books  from  us,  and 
distribute  them  there.  Letters  have  been  received  from  officers 
of  the  Virginia  Bible  Society,  expressing  thankfulness  for  what 
we  have  done,  and  their  readiness  to  receive  all  we  will  send 
them,  and  to  put  them  speedily  to  the  best  possible  use.  Our 
own  Grovernment  affords  every  facility,  both  civil  and  military, 
for  the  operations  of  the  Society,  and  the  Ck)nfederate  Govern- 
ment also  facilitates  this  movement.  Thus  there  are  to-day, 
many  copies  of  the  Scriptures — chiefly  Testaments — doing 
their  work,  and  bearing  their  testimonies  of  Christian  love  to 
those  who  are  in  arms  against  us,  and  who  possibly  had  thought 
there  was  no  Christian  heart  lefl  in  the  North.  And,  O,  Sir, 
may  not  this  be  one  way  in  which  we  may  ^^  heap  coals  of  fire 
upon  their  heads,"  waiting  our  reward  from  Him  who  never  lets 
his  Word  fall  to  the  ground  ? 

There  has  been  also  a  distribution  to  Southerners  in  another 
way :  I  mean,  to  the  rebel  prisoners  who  have  been  captured 
by  our  forces.  Here  and  there  you  might  find  a  man  indisposed 
to  receive  the  Word  at  the  hands  of  these  distributors.  Some 
of  them  have  been  ugly  in  disposition  and  fierce  in  speech.  One 
poor  fellow,  when  kindly  accosted  by  a  distributor,  said  to  him 
— *^  No,  Sir,  I  believe  in  Southern  rights.  Southern  institutions, 
Southern  principles,  a  Southern  government,  a  Southern  church, 
a  Southern  Bible,  and  a  Southern  God ; "  and  he  would  not 
have  a  Testament  from  Northern  hands.  But  where  there  has 
been  one  such  madman  as  that,  there  have  been  ten  thousand 
others,  with  outstretched  hands,  who  have  gladly  received  the 
Word  from  our  agents.  I  have  a  letter. in  my  pocket  from  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Talbot,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Columbus, 
Ey.,  —  a  noble  Union  man,  who  stood  at  his  post  in  his  pulpit, 
and  in  his  place  as  a  citizen,  faithful  to  the  flag,  even  when  the 
rebel  army,  under  General  Polk,  held  Columbus,  and  was  pro- 
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tected  by  that  officer  in  his  position.  He  received  a  case  of 
Scriptures  from  us,  and  took  a  portion  of  its  contents  to  the 
prisoners  who  were  confined  under  the  orders  of  our  authorities 
there.  They  were  carried  up  in  baskets,  by  contrabands,  with 
the  permission  of  our  military  commander.  Gathering  the 
soldiers  together,  he  told  them  the  object  for  which  he  had 
come,  and  then  how  the  American  Bible  Society  had  been 
making  this  provision  for  them.  And  what  do  you  think  was' the 
response,  Sir  ?  Some  of  those  men  burst  out,  saying,  ^*  That's 
noble  —  noble  —  noble  —  in  the  American  Bible  Society  ! " 
Then  he  began  to  distribute  the  volumes.  The  men  crowded 
around  him,  and  when  they  had  received  the  books,  the  crowd 
bore  him  to  the  inner  prison,  where  men  were  sitting  in  chains, 
in  order  that  they,  too,  might  have  the  Word  of  God.  He  had 
not  enough  to  supply  them,  and  was  obliged  to  promise  the  men 
that  he  would  come  back  and  give  each  of  them  a  copy.  There 
was  no  reviling  there,  Sir. 

There  is  a  principle  underlying  all  this  work,  which  we,  who 
believe  in  the  wisdom,  grace  and  power  of  the  Word  of  God, 
must  never  lose  sight  of ;  and  that  is  this  :  We  must  treat  these 
men,  enemies  as  they  are,  as  men.  He  must  be  an  alien  from 
all  human  sympathy  who  has  not  some  sofl  spot  in  his  heart 
that  can  be  reached  by  the  agpeal  of  Christian  generosity. 
In  one  of  the  •hospitals  at  Murfreesboro',  after  that  terrific 
battle,  a  clergyman  of  Philadelphia  —  one  of  my  own  friends  — 
was  passing,  in  the  service  of  the  Christian  Commission, 
through  the  wards,  and  talking  to  one  and  another,  and  he  was 
called  back  by  a  young  rebel  prisoner,  who  lay  there  suffering 
from  fearful  wounds,  and  as  he  came  to  him,  he  said — '^  What 
do  you  want  ? "  "  O,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  heard  you  talking  to 
this  man  alongside  of  me  about  Jesus ;  won't  you  talk  to  me 
about  Jesus  ! "  He  sat  beside  him  and  did  talk  to  him  about 
Jesus.  He  found  that  he  was  a  sinner  seeking  the  Saviour, 
and  that  he  had  caught  some  glimpses  of  his  face.  He  talked 
to  him  of  father  and  mother  —  the  far-away  Christian  parents 
who  would  be  bemoaning  his  fate  ;  and  then  this  poor  soldier 
tamed  to  him,  and,  looking  him  full  in  the  eyes,  said,  ^^  O,  Sir, 
do  you  think  Jesos  would  have  any  thing  to  do  with  such  a 
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rebel  as  I  am  ? "  We  know  what  the  answer  of  a  GhriBtiaa 
minister  would  be  to  such  a  question  as  that.  He  sat  with  him, 
smoothed  his  brow,  ministered  to  his  wants,  prajed  with  him, 
and  prepared  his  passage  to  the  tomb. 

Let  me  illustrate  it  in  another  way,  Sir.  Our  brother,  Mr. 
Mingens,  —  who  I  hope  will  come  here  to  tell  his  own  sUxrj, — 
mentioned  an  incident  to  me  which  I  will  venture  to  repeat  for 
fear  he  will  forget  it,  if  he  does  come ;  for  it  illustrates  the  same 
principle.  After  one  of  the  battles  on  the  Peninsula,  a  chaplain 
accosted  a  stalwart  and  noble  looking  Louisianian,  who  had 
been  captured,  and  said  to  him,  ^^  Where  are  you  from,  Sir  ?** 
*'  I  am  J&om  Louisiana,  Sir."  Shaking  his  fist  in  his  face,  the 
chaplain  said,  '^  You  are  a  rebel,  are  you  ?  How  dare  you  lift 
your  hand  against  this  Goyemment  ? "  The  man's  soul  began 
to  swell  within  him ;  but  he  controlled  his  spirit,  and  said, 
^^  Because  I  thought  I  was  right.  Sir."  The  next  salutation 
of  the  chaplain  was,  ^^  You  ought  to  be  hung ; "  and  the  appeal 
was  made  by  him  to  Mr.  Mingens,  who  was  standing  by,  whether 
he  was  not  right.  ^^  No,  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Mingens,  ^^  he  is  a  man, 
and  has  the  feelings  of  a  man,  and  you  are  bound  to  respect 
them."  The  chaplain  and  my  brother  passed  on ;  but  after  a 
little  while,  he  thought  he  would  .go  back  to  this  man.  He  saw 
him  lying  there  in  his  wounds,  came  to  him  after  an  hour,  and 
said,  '^  I  think  you  said  you  were  from  Louisiana  ? "  ^'  Yes, 
Sir."  ''  I  suppose  you  chafe  under  this  ?"  ^^  Yes,  it  is  some- 
thing new  to  me."  "  Well,"  said  he,  "  have  you  a  mother, 
Sir  ? "  *'  Yes,  Sir."  "  I  suppose  you  often  think  of  your 
mother?"  "  O,  jeB^  Sir,"  said  he,  "often."  And  then  the 
question,  afterwards  — "  Do  you  ever  think  of  Grod?"  "  Yes, 
Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  often  think  of  Him— often  think  of  Him  ;" 
and  then  he  began  to  pour  out  his  heart  to  my  brother.  He 
stopped  with  him  and  talked  with  him.  He  gave  him  a  Testa- 
ment, and  tracts,  and  read  the  Word  of  God  to  him.  He  won 
his  heart,  and  the  man  begged  him  to  come  again  and  see  him  ; 
and  as  he  was  going  away,  he  said,  "  God  bless  any  man  that 
has  got  a  heart  like  you." 

Now,  Sir,  there  is  just  the  difference.  You  must  treat  these 
men,  yon  must  treat  all  men,  as  men,  realising  that  they  have 
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hearts  to  feel,  even  if  they  are  mistaken,  eyen  though  they  may 
he  malignant  in  their  disposition. 

I  have  mentioned  this  incident  for  another  reason — because 
it  bears  directly  upon  this  aspect  of  our  work.  Mr.  President, 
the  passions  which  have  been  generated  by  this  civil  strife  will 
never  be  allayed  by  the  sword  that  wins  the  victory.  The  bitter, 
malignant,  soul-searching,  heart-trying,  vindictive  spirit,  that 
has  reigned  throughout  that  whole  Southern  region — how  shall 
it  be  reached  ?  What  human  wizard  possesses  the  potent  spell 
by  which  to  allay  it  ?  What  proclamation  from  the  White 
House  at  Washington  will  bring  it  low  ?  Sir,  when  the  victory 
of  arms  is  accomplished,  the  victory  of  love  must  follow, — the 
victory  of  the  Word  of  God,  the  victory  of  Christianity ;  and  I 
have  shown  you,  in  this  very  incident,  how  rebellious  hearts  can 
be  reached,  and  men  who,  but  a  little  while  before,  were  bitterly 
fighting  us  to  the  very  death,  can  be  brought  to  tears,  to  fellow- 
ship, to  thankfulness,  and  outbursts  of  Christian  and  manly  joy. 
O,  Sir,  there  is  a  spirit  in  that  Book  of  ours  which  is  all  alive 
with  the  best  interests  of  humanity,  and  the  best  blessings  of 
God.  Let  us  breathe  that  spirit,  and  we  shall  make  its  influence 
felt  all  abroad,  and  men  shall  not  be  able  ^^  to  resist  the  wisdom" 
with  which  these  Bible-bearers  speak  and  act. 

Mr.  President,  in  all  these  movements  towards  our  enemies,  I 
desire  that  it  shaU  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  American 
Bible  Society  has  simply  followed  out  the  provisions  of  its  char- 
ter. We  have  acted  upon  the  principle  that  we  are  a  national 
and  catholic  institution.  We  have  never,  Sir,  put  a  line  upon 
our  books,  we  have  never  done  an  act,  which  will  show  that  we 
have  considered  this  rebellion  as  anything  more  than  a  tem- 
porary barrier  to  the  accomplishment  of  one  great  work  as  the 
American  Bible  Society.  Just  as  soon  as  the  rebels  have 
been  driven  out  of  any  portion  of  the  Southern  States,  which 
they  have  occupied  by  their  arms,  we  have  appeared  among  the 
people  by  our  agents,  and  our  distributors.  Missouri,  Western 
Kentucky,  £astern  Kentucky,  that  whole  Border-State  region, 
will  be  occupied  just  as  fast  as  God  gives  us  open  doors  and  the 
means  for  entering  in ;  and  as  these  great  armies  move,  we 
expect  to  follow  up  their  marches,  and  to  plant  the  standard  of 
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tiie  Society,  which  is  the  standard  of  the  country  and  of  the 
Word  of  God,  wherever  we  can  get  a  foothold.  Sir,  we  cling 
to  this  double  character — Amenccm  and  OhrittUm,  National 
and  Catholic,  The  flag  of  the  Union  floats  from  the  top  of  our 
great  Bible  House  ;  the  holy  Word  of  Grod  comes  out  from  its 
depositories ;  and  if  the  nation  is  ever  to  be  restored  to  unity 
and  peace,  if  we  are  to  have  a  brotherhood  again,  as  well  as 
one  Grovemment,  it  must  be  by  the  fusing  influence  of  the 
Omnipotent  Word  of  Grod. 

Now,  Sir,  let  me  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  foreign 
work  of  the  Society.  In  the  wonder-working  providence  of 
Grod,  this  work  has  not  decreascfd,  but  has  grown  upon  our 
hands  during  these  years  of  war.  Some  of  the  developments 
are  remarkable.  I  can  only  refer  to  two  or  three.  Here  are 
some  facts  which  Christians  may  take  to  their  own  hearts,  for 
they  are  full  of  inspiration. 

In  the  city  of  Florence,  where  the  Madiai  were  imprisoned 
for  reading  the  Word  of  Grod,  confined  in  loathsome  dungeons, 
man  and  wife  separated  for  so  long  a  time,  the  President  of  the 
Waldensian  Theological  Seminary,  Rev.  Dr.  Revel,  (who  visited 
this  country  some  years  ago,)  is,  I  suppose,  at  this  very  hour, 
sitting  at  his  table,  revising  about  the  last  proof-sheets  of 
Diodati's  translation  of  the  Italian  Bible — the  first  complete 
Rrotestant  edition  of  the  Scriptures  ever  printed  upon  the  shores 
of  Italy.  The  ducal  tyrant  has  been  dethroned  and  sent  adrift, 
to  reap  the  reward  of  his  persecutions  ;  and  the  persecuted 
Waldenses  have  come  from  their  mountain  homes  to  give  the 
Bible  to  free  Italy.  Even  in  Greece,  so  long  groaning  under  the 
curse  of  tyranny,  we  have  word  of  new  openings,  new  oppor- 
tunities, and  we  may  press  in  there,  too.  It  shall  not  always 
be  true  that  the  Cross  shall  be  ^^to  the  Greeks  foolishness," 
but  even  on  that  Mars'  Hill,  where  the  Apostle  preached  Jesus 
and  the  Resurrection  to  noble  Athenians,  shall  this  Grospel  be 
proclaimed  by  the  disciples  of  Jesus,  in  the  spirit  of  that 
Apostle,  who  went  disheartened  away  from  the  city  of  that 
dassic  idolatry. 

Again,   Sir,  look  at  the  Turkish  Empire !     The  old  false 
prophet  stands  crippled ;  his  robe  torn  to  tatters ;  a  sick  man 
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yet,  as  he  was  during  the  Russian  war,  and  destined  to  die. 
We  know  that  there  has  never  been  a  fiercer  persecution  of 
the  Word  of  God  and  the  servants  of  God  than  hy  those  who 
followed  the  Prophet  and  the  Koran  with  the  sword  and  with  the 
torch ;  but  there,  Sir,  what  do  we  see  to-day  ?  Dr.  Groodell 
has  finished  his  Armeno-TuMush  version  of  the  Scriptures—- 
the  result  of  thirty  years  of  toil;  Dr.  Schauffler  has  just 
finished  a  version  of  the  pure  Turkish  Scriptures ;  Dr.  Biggs  is 
proceeding  with  his  translation  of  the  Bulgarian  Bible ;  and 
when  you  go  further  down  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, at  the  city  of  Beirut,  Dr.  Van  Dyck  is  engaged  in  trans- 
lating the  Old  Testament  into  the  Arabic  language  —  a  trans- 
lation which  is  destined  to  give  the  Bible  to  a  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  people  who  speak  that  living  language  to-day. 

Sir,  with  the  Bible  at  work  among  all  these  peoples  and  tribes 
and  languages  and  tongues,  in  the  domain  of  the  Mussulman, 
undisturbed  under  the  sheltering  providence  of  God,  and  by 
virtue  of  the  protection  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  (under  the  con- 
straint of  Christian  Powers,)  what  likelihood  is  there  that  the 
system  of  the  false  prophet  can  long  endure  ? 

I  might  take  you  to  other  points.  In  China,  in  the  course 
of  fifly  years,  there  have  been  five  separate  translations  of 
the  Scriptures — as  many  as  were  made  of  the  English 
Scriptures  in  the  space  of  eighty  years  after  their  first  translation 
into  our  tongue.  The  last  of  these  translations,  said  to  be  the 
most  exact,  is  that  of  Drs.  Bridgman  and  Culbertson  —  God's 
heroes — who  finished  their  work,  laid  aside  their  armor,  and 
went  to  be  enthroned  with  Christ. 

Mr.  President,  this  work  c^innot  cease.  All  Spanish  America 
is  beginning  to  open  her  doors  for  the  Word  of  God,  and  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Managers  of  the  American  Bible  Socie^, 
just  as  rapidly  as  they  can,  to  occupy  every  available  point  in 
South  America,  in  Central  America,  —  where  we  have  already 
an  agents  —  and  in  Mexico,  where  we  have  another.  We  re* 
ceived  the  most  astounding  intelligence  the  other  day  from 
Mexico,  which  was,  that  the  existing  Government  of  the  Ea* 
public  had  ordered  the  sale  of  between  eighty  and  ninety  Roman 
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Catholic  churches,  conyents  and  monasteries,  m  the  city  of 
Faehla,  and  that  Protestants  would  be  permitted  to  hold  services 
in  any  one  of  those  churches  that  they  pleased.  How  long. 
Sir,  can  priestcraft  hold  its  power  amid  such  uptumings  as 
these? 

Mr.  President,  I  must  not  take  the  time  that  belongs  to 
others  —  perhaps  I  have  already  spoken  too  long ;  but  let  me 
dose  with  a  few  words,  again,  in  reference  to  the  distribution  in 
the  army,  which  is  the  subject  which  most  of  all  touches  our 
hearts.  O,  Sir,  what  a  history  multitudes  of  these  precious 
volumes  have  already  made  for  themselves !  If  we  could  gather 
them,  and  put  them  away  in  our  Bible  Houses,  what  should 
we  read  ?  Here  was  one,  the  gift  of  a  mother  to  her  heroic 
son,  leaving  home  perhaps  forever.  There  is  another  that 
bears  a  sister's  name.  This  one  pillowed  the  dying  head  of  some 
wounded  soldier.  That  one  saved  the  life  of  the  man  who 
carried  it  into  battle.  Here  is  one,  which  a  wife  sewed  in 
the  pocket  of  her  husband,  who  was  reluctant  to  take  a  Bible 
with  him.  He  bore  it  away  to  the  battle-field,  and  the  bullet 
that  would  have  struck  his  heart  entered  the  Word  of  Grod,  and 
stopped  at  the  words — '^But  none  of  these  things  move  me, 
neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  might  finish 
my  course  with  joy ; "  and  then,  after  that  Bible  had  saved 
the  man's  mortal  life,  better  still,  it  was  the  precious  means  of 
saving  his  immortal  life.  That  Bible  had  a  history.  It  was 
given  to  his  wife  when  she  was  a  girl  in  the  Sabbath  school,  by 
her  teacher,  who  had  gone  to  glory  ;  and  so  it  went  on  from  one 
to  another,  doing  its  immortal  work.  Here  is  another,  borne 
by  a  soldier  to  the  battle-field,  and  pierced  clear  through  by  the 
£iital  bullet.  It  struck  the  vitals  of  the  man,  and  laid  him  low 
in  an  instant;  and  the  last  words  through  which  the  bullet 
passed  were,  ^'  Behold,  I  come  quickly !  "  Here  is  another. 
Sir,  which  comforted  a  poor,  dying  soldier  upon  the  field  of 
Antietam,  who  had  crawled  away  into  the  bushes,  where  he  lay 
in  his  wounds  and  sufferings,  until  the  death  agony, — five  days 
and  ^  half, — without  seeing  the  face  of  man  ;  no  bread  to  eat, 
no  water  to  drink ;  nothing  to  comfort  him  during  those  long 
honrs  of  weakness  and  pain  but  this  little  Testament  which  was 


27 

in  his  pocket,  upon  the  open  pages  of  which  he  dosed  his  dying 
eyes,  drawing  consolation  from  it  even  to  the  last ! 

These  are  but  specimens  of  the  incidents  in  the  history  of  the 
▼olumes  that  go  forth  through  our  instrumentality.  Dear, 
Christian  friends,  who  would  withhold  them  from  the  dying 
hero  or  the  dying  enemy,  from  the  Unionist  or  the  rebel,  from 
any  poor,  miserable  sinner,  or  any  suffering  believer,  who 
stands  just  on  the  verge  of  another  world,  hungering  for  the 
bread  of  life  and  thirsting  for  the  water  of  life  ?  At  the  battle- 
field of  Fair  Oaks,  in  a  perilous  moment,  when  a  division  was 
giving  way  before  the  foe,  one  of  the  noblest  of  our  Generals 
lost  his  arm  by  a  cannon  shot.  Undaunted,  he  rode  directly 
up  to  his  men,  lifted  the  bleeding  and  mangled  limb,  said  not  a 
single  word,  but  just  looked  at  them.  Rendered  furious  by  the 
injury  done  to  their  beloved  leader,  with  a  shout  and  a  bound, 
with  charged  bayonets  they  rushed  upon  the  enemy  and  put  him 
to  flight.  Sir,  that  was  one  of  our  Christian  heroes.  Not 
nobler  could  he  be,  did  ^'  the  blood  of  all  the  Howards "  run 
through  his  veins,  as  the  blood  of  our  American  Howards  does. 
O,  Sir,  it  is  in  that  spirit  of  blended  Christianity  and  heroism, 
undaunted  amid  the  terrors  of  the  war,  under  the  reign  of  the 
principle  of  duty,  with  the  love  of  Grod  in  the  heart,  and  the  love 
of  country  nerving  to  noblest  exertions,  that  this  struggle  must 
be  carried  out ;  in  this  spirit  our  great  Christian  constituency 
must  stand  up  for  the  flag,  for  the  Country,  for  the  Church,  and 
for  the  Word  of  God.  I  know.  Sir,  that  this  is  no  vain  appeal 
to  those  who  have  so  many  interests  represented  on  these  very 
battle-fields  at  this  moment.  God  give  us  grace  to  know  the 
"  day  of  our  visitation  I  '* 

Rev.  L.  D.  Barbows,  D.  D.,  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  delivered 
the  closing  address,  in  the  following  words  : 

It  is  too  late.  Ladies  and  Grentlemen,  for  me  to  presume  to 
inflict  on  you  a  set  address.  I  wiU  not  do  it.  I  will  only  ask 
your  attention  to  a  few  brief  remarks — meaning  precisely  what 
I  say. 
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After  the  extended  and  detailed  account  we  hare  had  of  the 
operations  of  this  Society  and  of  the  Am^mctm  BiUe  Sode^, 
nothing  further,  certainly,  is  needed  in  that  direction  ;  and  per- 
haps we  cannot  improve  more  profitably  the  moment  that  is  left 
OS,  than  in  taming  back  and  looking  down  for  the  first  principles 
that  underlie  this  great  Bible  moTement. 

It  is  a  Teij  noticeable  and  significant  fact,  that  the  best  minds 
and  the  best  hearts  in  the  whole  cirilized  world  are  fixed, — 
intensely  fixed,  —  on  giving  this  Book  of  God  to  eveiybody. 
Whv  is  it  ?  Why  all  this  movement,  the  detaib  of  whidi  we 
have  hetxk  interested  in  listening  to  here  ?  Is  it  simply  to  giTe 
a  good  book  to  the  woiid  ?  No,  Sir ;  not  simply  because  this 
is  a  good  book,  useful  and  pleasant  to  read ;  but  there  are 
other  reasons,  deeper,  it  strikes  us,  than  the  populace  are 
accustomed  to  ccmsider.  This  is  a  strange  book,  this  Bible ;  a 
glonoas  book :  and  more  so,  we  repeat,  than  most  people  are 
accustomed  to  consider.  The  oldest  book  in  the  world,  and  yet 
the  fineshest  and  the  most  vigorous.  The  book  which  is  the 
most  read  of  any  in  the  worlds  and  yet  the  most  neglected. 
Thft  book  wiiich  is  the  most  obeved  of  anv,  and  vet  the  most 
confronted.  It  is  the  book  that  carries  more  light  and  more 
comfort  to  human  hearts  than  anv  other  book,  and  it  has  mors 
and  tnier  firiends  than  anv  other  boc^  in  the  world — friends 
who,  if  necessary,  would  go  with  it  to  the  fiames :  —  and,  at  the 
nme  time^  it  has  more  and  binerer  enemies  than  anr  other 
hook,  who  would  gladiv  carrv  it  to  the  fiames.  Whr  should  it 
not  be  so  ?  The  book  it«<lf  makes  that  impnassioii ;  for  it  haa 
poured  such  light  on  hiuian  minds,  as  makes  all  other  light 
daikness,  and  carried  such  comiiort  to  human  hearts^  as  makes 
aD  other  comfort  sadness ;  and  it  arraigns  and  condemns  more 
tretnhling  culprits  than  all  other  books  t«!^ther :-— for  this 
Bible  of  ours  noi  only  assails  all  the  gods  c^"  the  Fkntheon,  bat 
the  whole  race  of  false  gods,  whether  in  the  ancient  Grove  and 
Ltchob*  or  the  modem  schools  of  Deism,  Fsntheism  and 
lietmilinn :  and,  what  is  moi>^^  it  has  con&ranted  all  vile  paa- 
all  oBsaactided  hearts,  and  raised  a  great  stocm  of  wnth 
man.  who  setB  to  foal  that  ii  has  ooane  lo 
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before  their  time.  These  are  facts ;  such  facts,  well  considered, 
as  will  perhaps  lead  to  profitable  utterances  and  thought  in 
reference  to  the  great  Bible  movement. 

Now,  Sir,  we  hear  of  its  distribution  everywhere ;  we  hear 
of  these  millions  thus  invested ;  we  hear  of  the  millions  of 
copies  that  are  scattered  abroad  everywhere — and  what  for? 
What  do  we  expect  in  return  ?  What  are  the  results  that  we 
anticipate  ?  I  say  again,  let  us  look  down  for  a  moment,  and 
see  if  we  cannot  reach  some  first  principles  here,  that  we  shall 
find  underlying,  giving  light,  and  infusing  spirit  and  energy, — 
persistent  energy,  —  into  this  Bible  movement. 

Now,  all  these  reading,  scholarly  men  and  women  have,  from 
their  youth,  never  ceased  to  admire  the  enthusiasm  of  that  old 
mathematician  of  Syracuse,  when  he  said  to  Ejng  Hiero, 
''  Give  me  a  place  whereon  to  stand,  and  a  fulcrum  for  my 
lever,  and  I  will  move  the  world."  We  admire  such  enth^ 
8i(umy  if  not  such  logic  ;  and  when  the  Christian  world  reaches 
a  similar  enthusiasm  in  the  study  and  circulation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, there  will  be  found  in  them  the  ^^  place  whereon  to  stand," 
as  well  as  the  ^^  lever "  with  which  to  raise  this  moral  world 
from  earth  to  heaven.  JRit  a  place  whereon  to  stand.  Luther, 
when  he  had  drawn  his  doctrines  from  that  book,  in  spite  of 
Popes  and  Cardinals,  said  more  than  he  supposed,  himself,  we 
think,  when  he  said —  "  Here  I  stand." 

Now,  Sir,  here  is  the  foundation  of  everything  that  is  noble 
and  useful  for  man.  Here  is  the  foundation  of  charaeter; 
CHAHACTEB — that  which  we  say  makes  gold  and  silver  trash, 
when  compared  with  it.  The  integrity,  the  justice,  the  human- 
ity—  the  large  and  gushing  humanity  —  of  the  noble  and  well- 
balanced  character,  are  based  only  here,  on  the  Book  of  God ; 
and  it  is  the  design  of  the  devil,  to  undertake  an  imitation  of  the 
Christian  graces  by  putting  them  on  for  adornments  of  our  poor 
fallen  nature.  It  is  only  a  satanic  cheat.  The  Scriptures  teaoh 
us  that  these  graces  must  have  rootj  or  they  ^^  wither  &way ; "  and 
that  root  is  in  the  heart.  From  the  heart  proceed  the  issues  of 
life.  The  Bible  aims  at  the  heart,  and  does  not  recommend  the 
adornment  of  our  corrupt  natures  by  the  adaptation  and  putting 
am  of  these  graces.    They  must  be  inwr^ugii.    The  Scriptures 
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do  not  pn^xwe  to  **  gather  figs  from  thistles,"  nor  to  bofld 
palaces  on  sand ;  but  thej  teach  us  to  dig  deep,  and  laj  our 
foundations  of  character  dear  down  on  the  basis  of  oor  moral 
nature,  and  from  the  heart  to  love  and  serre  Grod.  The  diar- 
acter  that  is  built  on  the  teachings  of  the  Scriptures  is  symmet- 
rical, beautiful,  strong,  well-proportioned,  useful ;  and  no  other 
character  is  or  can  be.  Character  is  invaluable.  How  we 
prize  it !  In  the  family,  how  proud  the  father  and  mother  of 
the  son  or  dau^ter  who  bears  a  good  character !  How  we 
prize  it  in  the  church  —  the  intelligent,  pious,  vigorous  church ! 
How  we  prize  character  in  the  nation,  when,  as  a  nation,  we 
find  it  intelligent,  moral,  religious  and  strong !  Such  character ! 
— underneath  it  is  the  Word  of  the  Lord  ;  that  is  the  founda- 
tion on  which  we  can  build,  and  the  only  foundation  on  which 
we  can  build  safely.  Men  love  to  build  on  gold  and  silver  and 
precious  stones ;  but  the  fire  tries  every  man's  work,  and  no 
foundation  stands  other  than  that  which  is  laid  in  God's  Word, 
on  which  we  build. 

Here,  too,  is  where  we  stand.  Here  is  the  basis  of  our  cbd^ 
—  off  our  duty.  It  is  a  cardinal  principle  with  you.  Sir,  in, 
these  Bible  Societies,  that  the  Bible  is  the  only  sufficient  rule 
of  our  fidth  and  practice.  It  is  the  only  book  of  duty  fiv 
man,  and  the  only  voice  teaching  duty  that  man  has  ever  fiA" 
lowed,  or  ever  can  follow  with  safety.  Men  have  struggled  and 
studied  to  find  out  duty  without  this  Guide ;  but  he  who  is 
familiar  with  the  history  of  our  fallen  race  knows  how  fruitless 
and  bootless  have  been  the  efforts  to  find  out  duty,  until  it  has 
been  read  in  that  book.  A  heathen  philosopher  said,  long  ago, 
*«  Those  things  should  be  done  that  are  pleasing  to  the  gods ; 
but  how  shall  we  know  what  those  things  are,  unless  the  gods, 
or  some  one  sent  by  them,  tell  us  ?  "  There  is  the  difficult  in 
which  the  world  has  been  involved,  plainly  and  expressly  told. 
Without  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  there  has  been  no  guiding  lig^i 
of  duty  that  has  ever  been  available  for  man,  only  to  lead  him 
into  darkness.  There  has  been  no  other  voice  of  a^Ukoritjf 
teaching  on  the  subject  of  (fitfy.  The  great  and  good  Socrates 
died  in  doubt  upon  that  point,  for  he  said,  just  before  his  death. 

Whether  I  have  pleased  God  or  not,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  this  I 


Ci 


31 

know,  I  have  endeavored  to  please  him,  and  I  hope  that  the 
endeavor  at  least  may  be  acceptable  to  him."  Poor  Socrates ! 
Had  he  seen  the  light  of  the  H0I7  Scriptures,  he  would  have 
known  that  when  men  ''  endeavor  "  to  please  Grod,  they  do  please 
him.  They  cannot  fail,  for  on  that  very  endeavor,  God  has  set 
the  seal  of  his  approbation ;  but  Socrates  did  not  know  that. 
Plato  and  Cicero  wrote  on  the  topics  of  the  soul,  the  future  of 
man,  and  a  Supreme  Being,  and  when  they  had  finished,  they 
said — ''  On  these  subjects,  all  is  obscurity,  and  nothing  can  be 
known  beyond  a  probability."  No  voice  touching  man's  duty, 
until  we  open  this  book  ;  and  then  we  know  our  duty  to  our- 
selves, to  our  Grod,  to  the  family,  to  the  community,  the  nation 
and  the  world !  Men  never  found  it  out  until  they  reached  it  here. 

Here,  then,  is  where  we  stand  to  teach  our  whole  duty  — 
where  we  stand  to  learn  it  ourselves — and  we  can  learn  it 
where  else  but  here. 

Where  else,  let  me  ask,  have  we  ever  been  able  to  find  a 
fountain  of  information  touching  God  and  the  future  f  How 
men  have  struggled  in  their  bewilderment,  and  tried  to  find  out 
something  about  the  great  and  mighty  Being  who  made  the 
world,  and  how  they  have  confessedly  failed  in  these  efforts,  is 
known  to  all  these  reading  gentlemen  and  ladies  here  to-day. 
Men  have  studied  to  find  out  God  in  nature,  in  transpiring 
events,  or  by  some  process  of  their  own  reason  ;  but  when  they 
have  gone  all  lengths  in  that  direction,  they  have  been  obliged 
to  say  at  last — 

*'  Part  of  bis  name  divinely  stands, 
On  all  his  creatures  writ ; 
They  ehow  the  labor  of  his  hands, 
Or  impress  of  his  feet 

"  But  when  we  view  his  strange  designs, 
To  save  rebellious  wonns, 
Where  vengeance  and  compassion  join, 
In  their  divinest  forms  : 

"  Here  the  whole  Deity  is  known, 
Nor  dares  a  creature  guess 
Which  of  the  glories  brighter  shone, 
The  justice  or  the  grace." 
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As  they  go  back  to  the  Bible,  thej  find  out  the  whole  of  the 
divine  character ;  parts  of  it  only  they  have  discovered  in  his 
works ;  and  thus  they  have  confessed  that  we  are  dependent, — 
wholly,  totally,  absolutely  dependent, — upon  this  book,  his 
precious  book,  for  all  we  know  of  God,  the  great  Creator, 
Judge,  and  Saviour  of  men. 

And  this  is  just  as  true,  let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  of  man's 
own  future  and  destiny.  These  heathen  wise  men  have  specu- 
lated about  their  souls,  as  they  have  about  God,  and  found  out 
as  little.  Baffled,  bewildered,  doubting,  ^^  Nothing  but  probabil- 
ities here,"  they  have  said.  But  we  who  have  opened  this  book 
have  found  out  that  it  is  here,  and  here  only,  that  ^^  life  and  im- 
mortality are  brought  to  light."  The  opinions  of  men  have 
been  started,  have  had  more  or  less  currency,  met  with  more  or 
less  conflict — all  doubting ;  but  immortality  shines  out  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures  alone. 

Now,  running  back  in  this  direction,  I  desire  that  this  assem- 
bly* will  take  these  principles  and  run  them  along,  if  they  will 
be  kind  enough,  with  the  operations  of  this  Society,  the  Parent 
Society,  and  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  their 
glorious  distribution  of  God's  Word,  and  consider  how,  as  it 
goes  on  the  wings  of  the  wind  to  enlighten  men,  that  book  shall 
yet  form  the  character  of  the  human  family^  the  character  of 
the  hoiuehold^  the  character  of  the  churchy  the  character  of  the 
state — how  it  shall  form  everything  that  is  dear  toman  and 
hopeful  for  the  race — and  how  it  shall  make  this  world,  cursed 
by  sin,  yet  bud  and  blossom  like  the  rose  —  This  Word  op  the 
Lord.  How  significant  the  fact  alluded  to  by  our  worthy 
Junior  Secretary,  that  the  hardened  rebel  hurled  contempt  upon 
the  generous  friend  who  ofiered  him  the  Word  of  God,  saying 
that  he  "  believed  in  Southern  rights,  Southern  institutions. 
Southern  religion,  a  Southern  Bible,  and  a  Southern  God ! "  It 
occurred  to  me  that  that  rebel  was  not  so  insane  as  might  at 
first  be  supposed.  It  occurred  to  me  that  he  understood  this 
very  thing — that  the  Bible,  and  God,  and  religion  taught  in  it, 
were  not  exactly  in  harmony  with  "  Southern  rights "  and 
^'  Southern  institutions,"  and  he  did  not  care  about  it  for  that 
very  reason.     If  so,  does  not  tliat  speak  volumes  right  in  our 
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line  of  thought  and  (^eration  here !  And  will  not  the  book, 
which  we  are  so  rejoiced  to  know  is  being  given  by  this  Parent 
Society  so  freely  to  the  Southern  population — will  not  this  book 
correct  those  false  opinions  of  God,  and  religion,  and  Christ, 
and  of  the  book  itself,* when  the  people  shall  have  become 
acquainted  with  it,  and  thereby  teach  them  how  by  their  own 
mistakes  in  reference  to  this  matter,  they  have  been  led  to  raise 
a  puny  army,  not  only  against  this  Government,  but  against  the 
God  op  Nations  ?  So  it  strikes  me.  Then  there  is  that  other 
consideration,  so  gratefully  presented  to  us  here  to-day,  that  the 
Society  is  gathering  funds  faster  than  ever,  and  making  dis- 
tributions faster  than  ever.  How  providential  is  this — how  very 
providential !  Sir,  the  Bible  Society  is  just  now  entering  upon 
its  proudest  and  most  glorious  career  of  usefulness,  if  we  under- 
stand it.  This  rebellion,  gotten  up  for  another  purpose,  will 
open  the  door  for  carrying  the  Bible,  not  long  hence,  to  millions 
of  those  sable  sons  and  daughters  of  the  South  who  have  never 
been  allowed  to  read  it ;  and  also  to  the  white  population,  who 
in  many  cases  are  as  ignorant,  (as  we  know  from  personal 
observation,)  as  the  black.  When  there  is  no  slavery  to  be 
defended,  and  no  longer  any  inducement  to  cripple  and  crush 
these  black  men,  the  white  men  will  want  the  Bible ;  and  your 
Society  must  give  it  to  them.  And  what  a  work!  —  what  a 
field !  Thank  God  that  this  Society  finds  now  warmer  and 
more  faithful  friends  than  ever,  and  that  funds  are  pouring  in 
faster  than  ever  before,  just  when  they  are  most  needed.  When 
this  rebellion  is  over — and  God  forbid  it  should  be  too  long — 
you  will  be  called  upon  to  plant  the  institutions  of  religion,  a 
higher  type  of  civil  and  social  life,  and  a  purer  Christianity,  in 
the  South.  That  must  be  done  from  the  Book  of  God,  without 
mutilation,  where  every  passage  can  be  read  and  preached  from 
without  either  fear,  or  blasphemous  perversion. 

I  want  to  say,  as  I  take  my  seat,  that  we  have  this  one 
precious  thought  to  stimulate  us  in  our  work,  more  than  come 
from  all  other  books,  all  other  institutions,  and  that  is  this :  This 
Bible,  though  so  long  ago  given  to  man,  brings  to  us,  and  con- 
tains to-day,  the  present  thought  of  the  Almighty,  without  any 

danger  that  it  will  ever  be  superseded  by  a  new  edition  ;  for 
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God  has  provided  against  it  himself.  No  line  is  to  be  blotted 
out,  no  line  is  to  be  added.  That  is  the  reason  why  it  is  so 
fresh  and  so  vigorous  to-day.  It  is  the  present,  living,  breathing 
thought  of  Crod,  sweeping  through  his  universe  and  doing  his 
mighty  work.  We  shall  never  be  chagrined  by  finding  it  laid 
aside,  or  superseded  by  another  edition,  and  thus  beoonung 
obsolete — no,  never !  He  who  made  it  is  ^'  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  forever."  On  this  we  stand;  and  we  say  vnth 
Luther : — *'  We  cannot  otherwise ;  God  help  us — Amen." 

..  The  services  were  concluded  with  the  Doxology  and  Ben- 
ediction. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FOBMED, 

PREVIOUS  TO  rrs  incorporation. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Coraroittee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
▼iz  :^- 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall«  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaioing  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitation,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH     OF    MASSACHT7SETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Aot  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Whereas,  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fand  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  bj 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hoq. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker^ 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq.^ 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  assc^ 
ciate  with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  tbej  herebj 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  Thk  Biblb 
Society  of  Massachvbbttb. 


38 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phillips, 
and  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im* 
proved  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    1. 

This  Society  il  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  "  the  raising  a  fund  by  Yoluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  StatCj  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    v. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  fourteen 
Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secre« 
tary,  Treasurer,  and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
taries and  Treasurer,  shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the 
recording  officer  of  that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE  vi. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

^  ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  there 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trant- 
acted  at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  b  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE  z. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE  zi. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee^ 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository. 

ARTICLE   ZII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them  ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository,  annually,  the  value  of  one  dollar  in  Bibles 
and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current  ^  not  for  past  years. 

s 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 


BT  THB  PATMBirr   OF  TWBMTT  D0LLAB8  AND   X7PWASD8. 


Abbe,  IUt.  Frederick  R.,  jfMiflem. 

Abbe,  Mn.  Frederick  R.        " 

Abom,  Jobn  6.,  South  Reading. 

Adanu,  Elisabeth  W.,  Dtrrfit  A*.  H, 

*Adanii,  Joha  Qoincy,  QHtney. 

Adams,  Nebemiah,  D.  D.,  Btton, 

Adams,  Stephen  W.,  Medway. 

Adkins,  Min  Mary  J.,  &mlh  DiwJMd. 

Albree,  John,  Boston. 

Albro,  John  A.,  D.  D.,  Cun^idg: 

Albro,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  B.      *' 

Albro,  Miss  Annie  E.  <• 

Akien,  Almira  S.  C,  Foxboro*, 

Alden,  Roesell,  CaMp$llo, 

Alden,  Miss  Sarah  B.,  Rnndolpk, 

AMen,  Miss  Susan,  ** 

Aldrioh,  Mrs.  Mary  a,  WtthoroK 

Allen,  Rev.  Nathaniel  O.,  SomenrilU, 

Allen,  Richard  H.,  Brnintf, 

Ames,  James  B.,  HavtrkilU 

Andrews,  Artemas  F.,  FUckharg, 

Andrews,  C.  L.,  Boston. 

Andrews,  W.  T.      « 

^Appleton,  Samuel,  Boston, 

«Appleton,  William,    *« 

Atwood,  John  W.,  Jforth  Bridgowater. 

Babcock,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Boston. 

Babcoek,  Rev.  William  R.,  Jmmtuca  PUin. 

Bacon,  Jacob,  Oloucsster. 

Bacon,  Rev.  James  M.,  Essex. 

Bacon,  Joseph  N.,  M'ewton. 

Baker,  Mrs.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  Dorekester. 

Baker,  Francis,  SovUk  Danvsrs. 

Ball,  Miss  Elizabeth,  Concord. 

Barber,  Mrs.  Elixa  A.,  South  Danvsrs. 

Barber,  Martin,  Shsrbom. 

Barber,  Rev.  William  M.,  SotUh  Danvsrs. 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brighton. 

Barnard,  WiUiam  F.,  Marlboro.* 

•Barnes,  William,  " 

Barnes,  Zilpah,  HsnniJcsr,  Jf.  H. 

Barrett,  Nathan  H.,  Concord. 

Barrett,  Miss  Rebecca  M.       *« 

Bartlett,  Thomas,  Boston. 

Baasett,  Henry,  Jfswtmu 

Batekelor,  Btepben  F.,  WhitimsviUe. 
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Bay  ley,  Robert,  Jil^hmrypsrt. 

Beal,  Alexander,  Boston, 

Beal,  Mrt.  Louisa,  Cokassst. 

Beane,  Rer.  Samuel,  JVbrteM. 

Beebe,  James  M.,  Boston. 

Beebe,  Mrs.  James  M.,  Boston, 

Beebe,  Charles  E. 

Beebe,  Francis  L. 

Beebe,  Edward  P.  ** 

Beebe,  Emily  B.  " 

Beebe,  Mary  L.  »* 

Beecher,  Rev.  WiUiam  H.,  AVk  Braoli/Md, 

Belknap,  Miss  Martha  M.,  Framinghmwt. 

Benson,  Frederick  A.,  M'ewton. 

Blanchard,  Miss  Frances  C,  OroCen. 

Bliss,  Rev.  Charles  R.,  South  Reading. 

Blodgett,  Benjamin  C,  M'swUm. 

Blood,  Cyrus,  Winchsstsr. 

Blood,  Lyman,  Oroton. 

Bodwell,  Rev.  J.  C,  fVohum. 

Bodwell,  Mrs.  Catharine,  *< 

-*Bond,  George,  Boston. 

Bowers,  Luke  K.  ** 

Bowers,  Mrs.  Cara  H.    " 

Brackett,  James,  Qwacf . 

Rrackett,  Lemuel,     ** 

*Braman,  Rev.  Isaac,  Oeorgetown. 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  Reading. 

Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  Southhoro*. 

Brewer,  Cyrus,  Dorchester. 

Brewer,  Mrs.  C.  F.,  Boston. 

Brewer,  John  R.  ** 

Brickett,  Franklin,  HavsrhUl. 

Briggi,  Rev.  William  T.,  Princeton, 

Briggs,  Mrs.  Abby  L. 

*BromfieId,  Elisabeth,  Boston. 

*  Brooks,  Peter  C. 

Brooks,  Peter  C. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.     ** 

Brown,  Joseph,  Chroton, 

Brown,  Mrs.  Mary  O.,  Haverhill, 

Bucklin,  Simon  S.,  BrooUins. 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Catharine  F.,  QroUn, 

Burge,  Lorenxo,  Boston, 

Burr,  Charles  C,  Jtuhumdale, 

Borrage,  J.  C,  Boston. 
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BnrriU,  Henry,  Jr.,  Ekut  Jthingtdn. 

Butler,  Rev.  Daniel,  Qratan. 

Butler,  Mn.  Jaue  D.      ** 

Cady,  Rey.  Daniel  R.,  Wut  CtMbriig$. 

Cady,  Mrs.  Harriet  8.  " 

Capen,  Mn.  Cliarlee,  FramingJUtM. 

Caproo,  William  C,  Utbridgt. 

Carleton,  George  H.,  HaverkUl. 

Carpenter,  Catharine  E.,  FoxAere*. 

Carpenter,  Daniel,  ** 

Carpenter,  Edion,  '* 

Carter,  Edward,  ^nifover. 

Cary,  George  C,  JV.  Bridfewattr. 

Cary,  Idn.  Mary  D.,  Foxbonf, 

Chapin,  Caleb  T.,  WhitinniU*, 

Cbaae,  Ann  Maria,  HttverhilL 

Chaie,  Hesekiah  A.,  Lynn. 

Chaie,  Robert,  Hav§rkUL 

Child,  Miu  Lucy,  Tket/»rd,  FU 

Child!,  Carlos,  H9nnik9r,  Jf.  H. 

Child!,  Horace,  " 

Choate,  David,  SaUm, 

*CIap,  James,  DorekesUr. 

Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Bottan. 

Clapp,  James  B.  '* 

Clspp,  John  C.  ** 

Clark,  Rev.  Edward  L.,  JV^  BriigtwtUr. 

Clark,  Elbridge,  East  Medwmy. 

Clark,  George,  Conetrd, 

Clark,  James  G.,  Jtndaver. 

Clark,  Rev.  Joseph  B.,  Tartnouik. 

Clark,  John  L.,  Andmtr. 

Clark,  Jonathan,  Wintkttitr, 

Clark,  Mrs.  Miranda  D.,  BosUn, 

Clark,  Olirer  R.,  fVinckesttr, 

Clark,  Miss  NeUy,  Skerbtm. 

Clark,  Rev.  P.  K.,  SnUA  DeerJUid. 

Clark,  Rufus  W.,  D.  D.,  Jllbanyt  A*.  F. 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Adelisa  H.,  Mtdwrny* 

Clarke,  Rev.  Dorus,  W§ltham. 

Clarke,  Francis,  Hm^trkUL 

Clary,  Mrs.  S.  S.,  Wartkam, 

Cleavoland,  Waldo,  StnOk  DtrJlM, 

ClilTord,  Wyatt  B.,  Ckalkam, 

Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  A*eiPt0»  Comtr, 

Cobb,  Jacob,  JtHngton. 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Jtndover. 

•Cobb,  Richard,  Botton. 

•Codman,  Charles  R.         ** 

Codman,  Mrs.  Catharine,  " 

Colby,  Albeit,  " 

Colby,  Barak,  Htnnikwty  A*.  H. 

Cole,  Asa,  fFut  Mtdwy, 

Cole,  Miss  Ella  A.,  Medwaf. 

Conn,  Horace,  Wohtm, 

Cook,  AaaLfJfawlmu 

CooUdge,  Josapli,  ButMU 

CooUdf*,  Low«U,  AtrAenk 


Copp,  Mn.  Fedora  F.,  Ck§U§€, 
Coosens,  Beulah  F.,  JfinoUn  GnUrf. 
Crafts,  Mrs.  Sarah  P.,  JVsiDCem. 
Crosby,  James,  Buton, 

Crosby,  Mrs.  Rebaoca,    ** 
Cruikshanks,  George,  fTkUinnUU. 
Curtis,  Abner,  Ernst  JtHngtan. 
Cnshman,  George  H.,  Jitrrik 
Cutter,  Stephen,  WinckuUr, 
Cutter,  Stephen  H.       •• 
Dakin,  Thomas  L.,  SbuOiirf. 
Damon,  Albert  P.,  RmMng. 
Dana,  Samuel,  BtUn. 
Dana,  Charles  B.,  Bnskliwi. 
Dane,  John  H.  " 

Daniell,  Mrs.  Eliia  B.,  S.  JM^My. 
Daniell,  Otis,  B—tmu 
Davis,  Alvah  M.,  HuoukiOL 
Davis,  James,  Botlon, 
Davis,  John,  M^tknan, 
Davis,  Lydia  K.,  T^pig^onmgk, 
Davis,  Rev.  Perley  B.,  Shanm. 
Day,  Robert  L.,  JWwCen. 
Dickson,  Oliver,  SomtrvUU. 
Dickson,  Mrs.  Saimh  E.  «< 
Denham,  Rev.  George,  delta*. 
Denham,  Mrs.  Clara  D.    « 
Dickerman,  Rev.  Lysander,  fF§fmtmUL 
Dix,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Bo»t9n. 
Dix,  Samuel  F.,  JVewtew. 
Dodd,  Rev.  Stephen  G.,  EaH  Rmmialpk. 
Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Harvmrd* 
Dodge,  Mrs.  Ann  &      « 
Dodge,  Mrs.  J.  M.  C,  Jtndtvsr. 
Doggett,  Rev.  Thomas,  GrtvtUmi. 
Doggett,  Mrs.  Franees  L.       ** 
Doggett,  William,  " 

•Dorr,  John,  Beetem. 
«Dow,Joeiah,    " 
•Dowse,  Edward,  Dtdktm. 
Dowse,  Eliiabetfa  R.  L.,  Slfriem. 
Dudley,  P.  W.,  fFkitinnUU. 
Dunham,  Charles  U.,  WinckstUt, 
Dnnlap,  Sumner,  Soutk  DurJUU. 
Dunn,  Edward  H.,  BsHon. 
Dutch,  Elisabeth  BL    ** 
Dyer,  Rev.  E.  Porter,  Bitifkmn, 
Eager,  William,  BtUn. 
flames,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Sfterftem. 
Eames,  Warren,  WUmingUn* 
Eastbum,  Rt.  Rev.  Mantoa,  BeKea. 
Eaton,  Mrs.  Ann  E.,  Souik  RMdmg* 
Eaton,  Eb6n,  Prmmingktun. 
Eaton,  Miss  Martha  W.,  FSUkhttg, 
Eaton,  William,  BMttm. 
Eaton,  William  J.,  mHkmr§\ 
Eddy,  Joahoa,  XmI  JMAsImv*. 
Edwaidi,  Fndniak  B^  jr.  CMiK^WA 


44 


(C 


C( 


CI 


EdwanU,  Maria  F.,  A".  Ckawitfurd. 
Edwardi,  Nathan  B.  " 

Edward*,  Nathan  F. 
Edward*,  Sibbyl  R. 
Edwardf,  Victor  E. 
Eldrad,  Lorenso,  Fa/MMtfA. 
*Eliot,  Samnel,  B»tU». 
*Elioi,  Samuel  A.   '* 
Elb,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  W.,  0*«rli»,  0. 
*Elwell,  Robert,  BotUn. 
Emerson,  Jaeob,  Jr.,  Metkutn. 
Emeraon,  Mrs.  Jacob,      ** 
Emertoo,  R.  V.  C,  M^wUn. 
Emery,  Mnu  Harriet,  Jftrtk  Wtpmtmik. 
Emery,  filn.  Mary,  Ckalhmnu 
Emery,  Mrt.  Sarah  M.,  Jfewkmrypcri, 
Ererett,  Edward,  BotUn, 
^Fameworth,  Mra.  Abel,  OrHon, 
Farr,  Alba  A.,  Metknan. 
Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  Camkridg; 
Fay,  Cyrus,  Wt9tkoro\ 
Fayerweather,  MiH  8.  W.,  Wulhor«\ 
Fearing,  Albeit,     BoaUn, 
Fearing,  Mra  Albert,  ** 
Fiiher,  Miu  Eliza,  Medwmy. 
Fifher,  Milton  M.,  Medway  FUlage. 
Fitch,  John  A.,  HoploMton. 
FiU,  Rev.  Daniel,  Jptwick. 
Fits,  Daniel,  Jr.  *< 

FiU,  Daniel  F.  " 

Flanders,  Joseph,  HmvarkSU, 
Fletcher,  Ephraim  S.,  Wkitinnill*, 
Fletcher,  Isaac  W.,  8uw, 
Fletcher,  Nancy  B.     <* 
Fletcher,  Rev.  James  F.,  Dmnvtrt, 
Fletcher,  Mrs.  Lydia  M.         «* 
Fletcher,  Mrs.  L.  C,  WhitinsTlIle. 
Fletcher,  Stillman,  WmckuUr, 
Flinn,  Mrs.  Panlona,  Wintkuitr, 
Floyd,  Miss  Mary  J.,  Stmtk  Danv§r§, 
Ford,  Rer.  George,  £asf  FiUmomtk. 
*Ford,  Thomas  A.,  BmUh. 
Ford,  Thomas  A.,  JVbrtA  Bridg§»Mt$r. 
Ford,  Mrs.  Elisa  C.       <* 
Foedick,  Charles,  Oroton. 
Foedick,  Frederick,    ** 
Fosdiek,  Rose,  " 

Foedick,  Samuel  W.  *< 
Foedick,  Miss  Mary,  " 
Foster,  Rev.  Aaron,  £.  CkmrUmmU. 
Foster,  MiM  Elisa  C,  Rowltf. 
*Franeis,  Ebeneser,  Battan. 
Frothingham,  A.  T.,  Caai^ru^s. 
Forber,  Rev.  Daniel  L.,  JVswten. 
Purber,  Birs.  Maria  B.         " 
Oale,  Rev.  Wakefield,  Rael^arL 
«Gal6,  BCii.  Wakofltld,      ** 
Gala,  Justin  Edwards,        *« 
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Gallot,  Nathan,  OreCea. 

Garrette,  Kev.  Edmand  Y.,  JUiUkmrf. 

Garrette,  Mrs.  Fransenta  W. 

Garrette,  Mary  Spring, 

*Gibbs,  Mrs.  Mary,  BatUn. 

Giles,  Mra.  Elisabeth  W.,  RaekparL 

Giles,  Mrs.  Mary  Olive,  OIsMSsCar. 

Gilman,  Miss  Rebecca  I.,  Brm^trd. 

Goodell,  H.  Augustus,  fFkiUumrilU. 

Gordon,  Solomon  J.,  BotUn, 

Gordon,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  ** 

Gordon,  Jeannie,  ** 

Gott,  J.  R.,  Rockpart. 

*Grant,  Moses,  BmUu, 

♦Gray,  Francis  C.  " 

♦Gray,  Henry,         " 

Gray,  Horace,         ** 

Gray,  John  C.  " 

Greeley,  Rev.  Edward  H.,  Jlttkium. 

Greeley,  Mrs.  Edward  H.         ** 

Greeo,  Rer.  J.  S.  C,  Newton, 

Greenwood,  Mrs.  Sally  K.,  Sktrhanu 

♦Grew,  John,  BatUn. 

Grorer,  Mrs.  Caroline,  Festers*. 

Hale,  E.  J.  M.,  HmverkilL 

Hall,  Mrs.  Joseph  F.,  Orwton. 

♦Hammatt,  Mrs.  Mary,  Boston, 

Hammond,  Rer.  W.  B.,  MorriniiU,  JV.  F. 

Hammond,  Mrs.  Louise  M.  ** 

Harding,  Mrs.  Temple,  Ckatkam. 

Hardwick,  Thomas,  Q,uincy. 

Hartwell,  Lottie  E.,  Grotem. 

Hardy,  Truman,  ManckeHor. 

Haatings,  Alice,  M'noUnvilU. 

Hastings,  Hollis,  J^asuii^AaBi. 

♦Hatch,  Benjamin,  £asf  Falwumk, 

Hawes,  Cynthia,  Wrontkawt. 

Hayward,  Elias,  Braimtrto. 

Hay  ward,  Paul,  Aghby. 

Headley,  Rev.  F.  C,  Orsei^sU. 

Healy,  Rev.  Joseph  W.,  WolfoU, 

Heard,  John,  Ipnriek, 

Hersey,  Jacob,  Foxboro*, 

He  wins,  Mrs.  Annette  P.,  Foxkort^, 

Hewins,  Levi  R.,  FozhoroK 

♦Higginson,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boston, 

Hildreth,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Grotan, 

♦Hill,  Henry,  BoiUn. 

Hill,  Jotham,  Wobum. 

Hitchcock,  George  M.,  BrimJUU, 

Hobson,  Miss  Priscilla,  Rowloy. 

Holland,  Miss  Sarah  £.,  Bootsu. 

Holm,  Jacob  P.,  M€mckottnr. 

♦Holmes,  Abiel,  D.  D.,  Casi^rtd;^ a 

Holmes,  Miss  Elisabeth  A.,  Bohiimr$f  RL 

Homer,  Charles  W.,  Ctrnkridgo, 

Hooker,  Georga  B.,  Sftsrtom. 

Hooper,  Robart,  Butmu 
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Hoppio,  R«y.  JiiMt  H.,  AV«  JSTovta,  CL 

Hotmer,  MIm  Eliia,  Ctnetrd, 

Horey,  6«org«  O.,  Botton. 

How,  Frederick,  />«»««r#. 

*How,  Jamee,  Bottmi. 

•Howe,  John,       ** 

Howee,  Collini,  ChaUuim, 

Howard,  Carj,  MWtk  Bridgtwtar. 

Howard,  David,         ** 

Hoyt,  Mrs.  Blaria,  Framingkuwu 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  Charlea  A.,  Concord. 

Httlbert,  Charlei,  Bott4m, 

Humphrey,  Daniel,  Jtfbrtk  WtywumtJL 

Hard,  Franeii  F^  M,  D.,  South  Rtadimg, 

Bntehlni,  Caroline  M.,  Wuiford, 

HatchiDi,  Maria  J.  " 

Hatohini,  William  E.  ** 

*Hyflop,  Darid,  Bottmu 

Jackman,  Mrs.  Suian  M.,  Midway* 

JacluoD,  Jamei,    B9$Unu 

*Jackfon,  Patrick  T.  ** 

Jeflriet,  Misi  Catharine  Amory,  Boston. 

Jephaon,  Miti  C.  R.,  BrooUino. 

Johnion,  Mre.  Emma  E.,  Brodfor4» 

Jobnion,  Feter  R.,  HolUoton, 

Johneon,  Mre.  S.  W.,  Farmingtont  JV*.  H, 

Jonei,  Augaitiu  T.,  M'orik  Bridgiwator, 

Jonea,  Henry  E.,  HoUuton, 

Joy,  Mrs.  Abigail,  Botton, 

Keep,  N.  C,  Booton. 

Keith,  Adelbert  F.,  CompsUo, 

Keith,  Albert,  ** 

Keith,  Area  B.,  CmmpMo. 

*Keith,  Charlea,  JWrCA  Bridgtoattr, 

Keith,  Ziba  C,  Campello. 

Kendall,  Mrt.  Abel  M.,  Boston. 

Kendall,  William,  fFiitinovUls. 

Kendrick,  John,  HavsrhilL 

Kendrick,  Mrs.  Lydia  F.,  Chatkom. 

Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Foxboro*. 

Kerr,  Jane  K.  " 

Kettelle,  Jacob  Q.,  Boston, 

Kimball,  Benjamin,  2d,  HnvorhaU 

Kimball,  David,  Brodford, 

Kimball,  Mra.  Sylvia,  Oraftain. 

Kingman,  Mite  Elisa,  Boston. 

Kingman,  Mite  Sarah,     ** 

Kingibury,  Nathaniel, 

Kittredge,  Rev.  Abbott  E.,  Ckan-lsstown. 

•Knowles,  Rev.  Jamei  D.,  Boston. 

Knox,  Mrs.  B.,  Rock  IsUmd,  IlL 

Lambert,  Mlia  Elisabeth  O.,  Rowlof. 

Lambert,  Rev.  Thomas  R.,  Ckorlostown. 

Lamson,  Edwin,    Boston. 

Lamnon,  Mrs*  Edwin,  ** 

LaoMon,  Helen,  " 

Laaa,  Aatboayy  iMumotmr. 

LftM,  BftT.  John  W.,  ITkaltlf. 


Lane,  RichnHwd  J.,  EMst  JHington4 

Langworthy,  Rev.  Isaae  F.,  CUlsia* 

Larkin,  Lydia  E.,  CkoHor,  M  A 

Latell,  Josiah,  JiuHmdmU, 

*Lawrenoe,  Amoe,  Boston. 

Lawrenee,  Rev.  Amoe  E.,  Lnnemstor. 

Lawrence,  Asa,  Oroton, 

*Lawrenee,  Mis.  ML  A.     ** 

Lawrenee,  Cartis,  ** 

Lawrenee,  Mrs.  Curtis,     ** 

Lawrenee,  Mrs.  Susan  F.,  Choton. 

Lawrenee,  Mrs.  Nancy  T.,  Wilmington, 

Leach,  Simeon,  Stongkton, 

Leavitt,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  O.,  Besteii^ 

Lee,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Mrtk  Bridgownttr. 

Leeds,  Benjamin,  BrookUno* 

Leeds,  Benjamin,  Jr.    " 

Leeds,  Mrs.  Anne  B.    ** 

Leeds,  Miss  Anne  G.    ** 

Leee,  Mrs.  Samuel,  Concord. 

Leravour,  Issaehar,  Bcvsrly, 

Leland,  Calvin,  Jr.,  /tatiek. 

Leonard,  Elixa,  Foxboro*. 

Leonard,  James  BL,  Bridgtwattr. 

Lewis,  Reuben,  Oroton. 

Lincoln,  F.  W.,  Jr.,  Boston, 

*Lineoln,  Noah,  *« 

Little,  Rev.  Elbridge  G.,  Jf^,  Middlokoro*. 

LitUe,  Waldo  F.,  Jifswton  Contro. 

Little,  WiUiam  A.  " 

Liverroore,  George,  Cumkridgo, 

*Locke,  Ephraim,  Boston. 

Loomis,  Rev.  Ellhu,  Littlslon. 

Lord,  John  A.,  Somtk  Donvors, 

Lord,  Louisa  C,  Manekostor, 

Loring,  Miss  Hannah,  Mineton  Coniro. 

*Lowell,  Charles,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Lnmb,  William,  " 

Lyman,  Rev.  George,  Sutton. 

Maltby,  Rev.  firastus,  TVmiiteii. 

Manning,  Otis,  LiUlstan. 

Manning,  Edward  W.,  Wohwn. 

Marble,  Mrs.  Mary  E.,  Orufton. 

Marrett,  Lorenso,  Cosf  Camkridgo. 

Marsh,  Elisabeth  C,  HansrhUL 

Marsh,  B.  J.,  Qrotofn, 

Marsh,  Miss  Julia  M.,  HuvorkUl. 

*Marston,  William,  Boston. 

•McKean,  William,    <« 

*MeLean,  Mrs.  Ann,  " 

Means,  Rev.  John  O.,  Roxkmr§. 

Means,  Mrs.  John  O.       ** 

Messenger,  Miss  Elisa,  FiUktwg. 

Mills,  Rev.  Charles  L.,  WrsnMham. 

Mills,  Mrs.  Rebeeea  B.    «« 

Minot,  William,  BssCsii. 

Miaot,  WiUiiiB,  Jr.  <• 

Mister,  Miii  Fbmiy  L>, 
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Mtxter,  Mr*.  Mary  R.,  Htrimkk. 
Mizter,  Mn.  8.  E.,  RUk  JtUmdy  IlL 
Moar,  RifiM,  OrtUn, 
Mooar,  Ror.  Gaorge,  OoJUcmf,  CaL 
Moidough,  Rev.  John  H.,  HamilUm, 
Morley,  Rev.  Sardii  B.,  WillUmstown, 
Morriion,  Bliu  Nancy  T.,  Rovlif, 
Morie,  Min  Abby  P.,  EmparUj  Kansms, 
Moree,  Charles  N.,  F^xb^n^. 
Morte,  HiM  Emily  A.,  Brmifori. 
MorM,  Henry,  AkCteJe. 
Moeman,  Walter  B.,  Ckic9p*t. 
Munfer,  Rer.  Theodore  T.,  D»reh0aUr. 
Hurray,  Rer.  Jamee  O.,  CfamiridgeporU 
Murray,  Mrt.  Julia  R.  ** 

Nuon,  Rev.  EUai,  ExtCer,  A*.  H. 
Nelton,  Jonathan  H.,  ^rtwsbwrf. 
*Ne«rell,  Montgomery,  Bost9%. 
Newhall,  Lucy  Ann,  Slow. 
Nioholf,  Jamee  R.,  HavtrkilL 
Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  Oroitm, 
Noreroea,  Jotiah,  SnUA  Reading, 
Noune,  Uaniel,  Wttt  Jt§dwy. 
Nonr«e,  Suean,  JBoftom. 
Noyee,  Alra,  M'ortk  Bridgetoat§r. 
Odiin,  Benjamin,  JBz«t«r,  A".  H, 
Odiin,  Mn.  £.  T.  " 

Ordway,  Aaron  L.,  JV*«v  Terk  eily. 
Ordway,  Miee  Charlotte,  Bra4ford. 
Otbome,  George  F.,  SmitA  Dmnvtri. 
Oigood,  H.  B.,  WhUintvilU. 
Packard,  Rev.  D.  Temple,  SraMrvilZe. 
Packard,  Zibeon,  MingUn. 
Paige,  George  R.,  AVw  SeUm. 
Paige,  L.  Caroline,      " 
Paine,  Blr<.  Sarah  M.,  Holdtn. 
*Paine,  Miee  Sarah  C.       ** 
Palmer,  Rev.  Charlee  Ray,  SoZeai. 
"^Palmer,  Rer.  Stephen,  MMAam. 
Palmer,  Squire,  Somth  DterJMd. 
Park,  John  C,  BotUn. 

*Parker,  John,  ** 

Parker,  Mre.  Sarah,  " 

*Parkman,  Francia,  D.  D.     " 
*Parkman,  Samuel,  " 

Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah,  " 

Parmenter,  Mrs.  £.  J.  6.,  P§ttr§hmm, 
*ParK>ni,  Gorham,  Bo$ian, 
•ParMmi,  William,       ^ 
Partridge,  Joteph,  HMitUn. 
Patrick,  Rer.  Henry  J.,  Wut  Jf^mtmi. 
Patrick,  Mrt.  Martha  L.  •« 

Paul,  Henry,  A*eie£<m. 

Paul,  Luther,  *« 

Paul  Luther,  Jr.  *< 

Paul,  MlM  Harriet,  « 
•Paul,  Misi  Mary,  "• 
Payaofl,  Bfi«  Bomb,  Wwktr^. 


Peaae,  George  W.,  SaUm, 
Peanoo,  Miti  Hannah  J.,  LarnM* 
Peekham,  Hubbard,  PUtrthmm. 
Peiree,  Rev.  Bradford  K.,  Haritim^  M  T. 
Perkins,  £.  E. ,  AorU  MiddUhtn*. 
Perkini,  Jairui  H.,  MWtk  MidiUbm^. 
*Perkini,  James,     Btt»%. 
^Perkins,  James,  Jr.     ** 
«Perkins,  Thomas  H.   « 
Parley,  Jaoob,  SnitA  Denver*. 
Perry,  Mies  Catharine  H.,  SUrlera. 
^Peters,  Edward  D.,  BoiUm. 
Pettee,  Miss  Elia  J.,  Foxhtro*. 
Pettee,  Samuel  Gardner,  SUmghitmm 
Phillips,  Akmxo  P.,  Somth  Dcwvsrs. 
*Phillips,  Jonathan,  Bottom, 
Phillips,  Mrs.  SaUy,     «< 
«PhilUps,  William,      «< 
Pickard,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  Orowimni. 
Pickering,  H.  W.,  Bownu 
Pierpont,  Rer.  John,  Jtfcil/enf. 
Plumb,  Rer.  Albert  H.,  CktUm. 
Plumb,  Joseph  Dart,  ** 

Plummer,  Israel,  WkiiinavilU. 
Pond,  Almira  W.,  Souik  MUitn. 
Pond,  John  P.,  JBoeCea. 
Pond,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Mtdwajf, 
Pond,  William  E.,  Wrnikam. 
Poor,  Joseph,  Somth  Datnon, 
Poor,  Nathan  H.    *« 
Porter,  Samuel  8.,  WinehoaUr, 
Pratt,  Cornelius,  A'ertA  WtpkmOh. 
Pratt,  Galen,  Ifyrth  BriigomaUr. 
Pratt,  Norton,  BrtLvotr—. 
Pratt,  Zebulon,  ITorih  Midileb9ro\ 
*Prescott,  William,  Bootom, 
^Prince,  Rer.  J.  M.,  Ooorgotown. 
Prince,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.,  Bridgnomttr. 
Proctor,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.,  OUueoottr. 
Proctor,  Thomdike,  Somth  Danvoro. 
Uuincy,  Thomas  D.,  Dorckeoter. 
auiocy,  Mrs.  J.  C.  ** 

Reed,  Horace,  Somth  JlHngton. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Agnes  L.,  Booton. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  C,  Lawroneo, 
Rice,  Mrs.  Henry  A.  ** 

Rice,  Miss  M.  Augusta,  JFtwthorof, 
Rich,  Rer.  Alonxo  B.,  Boverly, 
Richards,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  LUchJloldy  CU 
Richards,  Jamee  F.,  Osmpstte. 
Richardson,  Benjamin  P.,  JBosCen. 
Richardson,  Luther,  fFmehoHor. 
Richardson,  Miss  Sarah  E.,  Coneard. 
Richardson,  Sumner,  WinehooUr. 
^Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Booton, 
Robbins,  Andrew,  Orotem. 
Robbins,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Bottom. 
•Robbim,  Edward  H.  ** 
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Boberta,  IUt.  Jteob,  East  MtdtMjf. 

Robert!,  Mn.  Marj  A.       ** 

Robinson,  Charles  W.,  JiubmntdaU. 

Robinson,  H.  W.,  A*orU  Bridgewatm: 

Rockwood,  John,  OroUm, 

Roekwood,  Miss  Folly  S.,  JlifUand. 

Rogers,  George,  Boston, 

♦Rogers,  Rev.  William  BL 

Rogers,  Bhubael  6. 

Rossell,  Barah  J.,  PramiMgham. 

Banfbrd,  Mrs.  Adeline  D.,^«4i0«y  FUUgs 

Safford,  Rev.  George  B.,  BwrlingtOMy  FU 

♦Salisbury,  Samael,  Boston. 

Sargent,  Lucius  M.       " 

Sawtell,  Mrs.  Ephraim,  OroUnu 

Scudder,  Charles,  Boston. 

Sendder,  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  ** 

Seaver,  A.  W.,  M'orthborc^. 

Seeley,  Rev.  Raymond  H.,  HnsrkUl. 

Seeley,  Mrs.  Fanny  B.  " 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.,  Boston. 

Shattoek,  Andrew,  Oroton. 

Shaw,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Boston. 

Sheldon,  Rer.  Luther,  Wutboro*. 

Sheldon,  Mrs.  Sarah  H.       ** 

Shiverick,  Miss  Maria  L.,  CampolU. 

*Sigourney,  Andrew,  Boston. 

Sigourney,  Henry,  ** 

•Slack,  Ruggles,  " 

Slajler,  Rev.  Edmund  F.  *« 

Small,  Samuel  A.,  MiUinrjf. 

Small,  Mrs.  Sumner,  JVswton  Ctnirs. 

Smith,  Albert  W.,  Brooklint. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Lucy  Jane,    ** 

Smith,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  PsppsrsU. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Hattie,  Olouetstsr 

Smith,  Rev.  Matson  M.,  Bridgsport,  Ct. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Matson  M.  " 

Smith,  Norman,  Oroton. 

Smith,  Richard,  South  Damvers. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Charlotte, " 

♦Smith,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Caroline,  Jfowlon  Comor. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Mark,  Chalkam. 

Soule,  Henry  M.,  South  Jtbington. 

Southgate,  Rev.  Robert,  Tpsvich. 

Southgate,  Mrs.  Mary  Frances,  ** 

Spooner,  W.  B.,  Boston. 

Spring,  Mrs.  Adela  C,  fFkitinsvUU. 

Staey,  Albert,  Concord. 

Stebbins,  Rev.  Milan  C,  Lancastsr. 

Stevens,  Norman  C,  Boston. 

Stevens,  Mrs.  E.  M.      *< 

Stevens,  Samuel,  Oloucsstsr. 

Stoddard,  Lewis  T.,  Brooklins. 

Stone,  Andrew  L.,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Stone,  Mrs.  Matilda  F.        ** 

Stone,  Martha  A.,  Mhston  Csntre, 


Stom,  Eooioe  C. 

Storrs,  Richard  S.,  D.  D.    " 

Strong,  Rev.  J.  C,  St.  Ckmrl$s,MinnttsU. 

Strong,  Mrs.  J.  C,  **  «* 

Sumner,  Mrs.  H.  H.,  Fsxhoro*. 

Swazey,  Mrs.  Frances  A.,  Lynn. 

Swett,  Samuel  W.,  Bostom. 

Tapley,  Gilbert,  Dmnmrs. 

Tappan,  John,  Boston. 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Malansa,  Winthsstsr. 

Teele,  Rev.  Albert  K.,  MUtsm. 

Teele,  Mrs.  Cornelia  C.    ** 

Temple,  Mark  M.,  Roading. 

Tenney,  Mrs.  Mary  P.,  Winehsstsr. 

Terry,  Rev.  James  P.,  AntfA  JFsywumth, 

Thacher,  Mrs.  Anna  B.,  Hfds  Park. 

Thacher,  Miss  Calista  C,  JiUUkort^. 

Thacher,  Mrs.  Susan  C.  ** 

Thacher,  John,  AtUokoro*. 

Thacher,  WilUam  T.  <• 

Thacher,  Susan  B.,  Porilani^  Ms. 

♦Thatcher,  Mary  Ludlow,  MiddUkort^. 

Thayer,  Amasa,  Brsintru. 

Thayer,  Ira,  Braintrss. 

Thayer,  Mis.  LiUa, «« 

Thayer,  Rev.  J.  Henry,  Saltm, 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Martha  C.    " 

Thayer,  Oliver,  " 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Jane,  Boston. 

Thayer,  Robert  H.,  JV)rao  York  City. 

Thompson,  Everett  A.,    XTsst  Amsshury. 

Thompson,  Samuel  A.  " 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Anne  Elisa,  ** 

Thurston,  Rev.  Richard  a,  WaUham. 

Tolman,  Rev.  Richard,  Tsmkskury, 

Tolman,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Wilmington. 

Turrey,  Miss  Elisabeth  L.,  Soutk  Woymouth. 

Torroy,  James,  Iforth  Wsymoutk, 

Trask,  Mrs.  A.  H.,  Mancktstsr. 

Trowbridge,  Mrs.  Asa,  Brighton. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  Lebanon^  Cl. 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Hannah  W.        " 

Tucker,  Jesse,        Milton. 

Tucker,  Nathan,  ** 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Nathan,   " 

Tucker,  William,  Doreksstsr. 

Tucker,  William  W.,  Boston. 

Tufls,  Charles,  Jtndover. 

Tuttle,  Miss  Sarah,    ** 

Tuttle,  Thomas,  Ultlston. 

Twichell,  John  M.,  FiUkburg. 

Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  Boston. 

(Joderhill,  Rev.  John  W.,  JV.  JlwUisrst. 

Upton,  Moses  T.,  Salom. 

Vose,  William  H.,  FiUkkmrg. 

Wakefield,  Miss  C,  Rsading. 

WaJeott,  Winian,  Danasrs. 

Wales,  Erastw,  EaH  Randa^ 


48 


Wataf ,  UiM  Marj  Ann,  BMtmL 
Wallwr,  Min  FraocM  A^  HmMrhUL 
WalkMT,  John  a,  Eut  Mtdmm^. 

Wallwr,  Mn.  John  8.    " 
Walker,  Mcwm,  BtuwhUL 
Walker,  Nathaniel,  Boston. 
Walker,  Robert  G.        <« 
Walker,  WlUiam  M.,  CmC  JlHngUn. 
•Walley,  Samael  H.,  BMton. 
Wallej,  Bamael  H.       « 
Ward,  Artomaa,  •* 

Ward,  Balem  T.,  Winchutor, 
Warner,  John,  JWwton. 
Warren,  Mn.  Diantha  A^  Lyii». 
Warren,  Mn.  Maria,  Ora/Uiu 
*Warren,  Neheniah,  Stow. 
Warren,  Franeii  W.    " 
Warren,  Jonae,  " 

Warren,  Locinda,        ** 
Wanen,  William  A.,  mucUtter, 
Watkine,  MIm  Abby  A.,  OUueuUr, 
Welch,  John,  BuUn, 
WeM,  Jamee,       «« 
Wella,  Mrs.  Martha  D.,  AbrcMere*. 
Wellman,  Rev.  Joihoa  W.,  JVVwCeii. 
Wendell,  Mrs.  Catharine,  BoiUu, 
Wheeler,  Min  Abby  F.,  Cmuenf. 
Whiteomb,  Lewii,  Etut  Randolph, 
•Whitcomb,  Reuben,       Hanmri. 
^Whiteomb,  Reuben,  Jr.        *« 
Whiteomb,  Mra.  Abby  F.      " 
Whitcomb,  Mrf.  Loaisa  D.    " 
Whiteomb,  Min  Mary  M.      " 
White,  Comelioa,  South  Randolph, 
♦White,  Jamee,  Boston, 
Whiu,  Joeiah,  P«f  ereAeei. 
White,  Mra.  Mary  C,  Emtton, 
White,  Newton,  Eoot  Randolph, 


Whitin,  Charlet  P.,  WkUintvOU, 
Whitin,  Jamee  F.  •* 

Whitin,  Panl,  *• 

Whitman,  Charlee,  LowoU, 
Whitmarth,  Mary,  South  Ahingion. 
Whitney,  Charlei  H.,  FUchhwg. 
Whitney,  Dora  B.,  Sovih  Qroton, 
Whitney,  Helen  J.,  Stow. 
Whitney,  Israel,  Booton. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Fermelia  V.,  Pttortham, 
Whitney,  Richard  D.,  JVk«A«c,  A*.  H, 
Whitney,  Mra.  Bosanna,  Rutland, 
*Wiggleiworth,  Thomas,  Boston. 
Wilbar,  Joseph,  Taunton, 
Wild,  Daniel,  Boston. 
Wilder,  Hattie,  Stow. 
Willeoz,  Rev.  WiUiam  H.,  Rsading. 
Williams,  Rer.  Edward  F.,  WhUinsfams, 
Wilson,  Rer.  Thomas,  Stoughton. 
Winslow,  Pelham,  East  Jlkington, 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Boston, 
*Winthrop,  Thomas  L.    ** 
Withington,  Otis,  BrookUno. 
Wolcott,  William,  Danvsrs, 
Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  Sutton, 
Wood,  Mrs.  Abijah,  fVoslboro*, 
Wood,  Eliaabeth  C,  Foxboro\ 
Wood,  Mrs.  £.  8.,  fVkUinsvUU. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Samuel  F.,  Chelnuford. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Susan,  Chroton. 
Woods,  MiM  Abbie  Wheeler,  Maldsn. 
Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Boston, 
Woods,  Samuel  H.  " 

Woodward,  Ebeneier,  M'owton. 
Woodward,  Min  Emily,  M'owton  U.  Falls. 
•Worthington,  William,  Boston. 
Wyman,  William  G.,  Fitchhurg, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Beeaipto  firom  May  1,  1862«  to  May  1,  1868. 

STTPFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street,  .    $  108  04 

«(  <•  «  on  Bible  account,  $35  66. 

«•  "  Rev.  Mr.  Alden,  Broadway,     ...  69  76 

<*  «  Rev.  Messrs.  Blagden  and  Manning,  Old 

South, 

•*  **  Dr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon, 

**  «  Dr.  Robbins,  Second  Church,  (5  l.  m.)    . 

••  «  Dr.  Stone,  Park  Street,     .... 

«(      Bromfield  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,    . 
"     Tremont  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

**     James  S.  Amory,  Esq 

**     Miss  Catharine  Amory  JefiHes,  (for  a.  b.  s.  1  l.m.  in 

part,) 

**     Lieut.  Thomas  O.  Selfridge,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

"     Miss  J.  M.  Tyler, 

"     A  firiend,  $20 ;  do.  $10 ;  do.  $3 ;  do.  to  circulate  the 

Bible  in  the  army,  $1 ;  do.  $2 ;  do.  $1  72 ;  do. 

65  cts. 

Chelsea,  Broadway  Church  and  Society,  balance,  . 

$933  23 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbury  and  Salisbury  Mills  Village,  Congregational  Church 

and  Society,  for  circulating  the  Bible  in  the  army,  . 
Amesbury,  West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
Andover,  Old  South  Church  and  Society, 

«       Ballardvale  Union  Church  and  Society,  . 

*<       North,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  (1  l.  m. 

in  part,) 

Beverly,  Charlotte  Lovett,  deceased,       .... 
Danvers,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
*<        Maple  Street  Church  and  Society,    . 
7 


63  78 

93  47 

200  00 

116  82 

73  00 

22  00 

100  00 

26  00 

30  00 

2  00 

38  37 

2  00 

$12  76 

64  07 

79  06 

2  00 

18  20 

10  00 

82  00 

87  48 

50 

Gloucester,  Eyangelioftl  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  ic.)    .  $  48  10 

**          Ehn  Street  Methoditt  Episcopal  Church,  4  00 

HamiltoH,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,               ...  12  57 

Hayerhill,  Centre  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.)  64  40 

**         West  Parish  (for  a.  b.  s.) 10  00 

Ipswich,  South  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  20  23 

Lawrence,  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)      19  13 

*<         Lawrence  Street  Church  and  Society,     ...  31  60 

Lynn,  First  Church, 23  90 

Manchester,  Society  of  Rey.  F.  V.  Tenney,    ....  26  04 

Methuen,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.)  47  43 

Newbury,  Byfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         .  7  25 

Newburyport,  Society  of  Rey.  Mr.  Fisk,        ....  87  41 

«             A  firiend, 25  00 

Salem,  Crombie  Street  Church, 78  00 

«        South  Church, 42  54 

South  Danyers,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  46  32 

$834  45 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Cambridge,  Shepard  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  $  115  00 

Chelmsford,  Middlesex  "Village,  Mris.  Samuel  F.  Wood,  (1  l.  m.)  20  00 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society, 80  00 

Fhuningham,  HoUis  Eyangelical  Church  and  Society,    •        .  34  34 

<*            Sazonyille,  Edwards  Church  and  Society,        •  33  29 

Oroton,  Union  Orthodox  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)          .  39  00 

HoUiston,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        .  28  58 

lincoln,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         ...  28  00 

Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,               .        •  11  50 

Lowell,  First  Church, 25  00 

•<       John  Street  Church, .  30  75 

«       Kirk  Street  Church, 117  60 

**      Miss  Emily  Rogers,  to  circulate  the  Bible  in  the  army,  5  00 

Medford,  Mystic  Church, 18  80 

Newton,  First  Church,  (3  l.  m.) 58  05 

**        Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .  34  63 

**        A  friend,  $20 ;  do.  $2.50  ; 22  50 

**        West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  to  circu- 
late the  Bible  in  the  army, 39  30 

Pepperell,  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .  14  35 

Reading,  Old  South  Church  and  Society 26  27 

Sherbom,  Female  Reading  and  Beneyolent  Society,  (2  l.  m.  in  part,)  SO  00 

Shirley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,           ...  2  00 

Someryille,  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  34  61 
South  Reading,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  55  00 


51 

8tow,  Xehemiah  Warren,  (10  l.  m.) $  200  00 

TownBend,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     ...  7  00 

Waltham,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .  28  35. 

*'        Methodist  Episcopal  Church,          ....  6  25 

«         Mr.  Haynes, 2  00 

West  Cambridge,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     66  90 

Westford,  Union  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .        .  6  00 

*<         Mrs.  Lydia  K.  Davis,  (1  l.  sc.)       .        .        .        .  25  00 

Wilmington,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .  27  53 

Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    ...  80  00 

Wobum,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        ...  30  00 

$  1,370  60 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Clinton,  Mrs.  Adeline  Kendrick,  (fob  a.  b.  a.)  .        .      $  10  00 

Fitchburg,  Religious  Charitable  Society,.  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)       .  82  54 

Harvard,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .  28  05 
Lancaster,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

(IL.M.) 23  00 

Lunenburg,  Evangehcal  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  7  00 

Northboro',  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  27  45 

Northbridge,  Whitinsville,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (5  l.  m.)  359  45 

«                   «             deceased  soldier,  James  B.  Fletcher,  10  00 

North  Brookfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  9  00 

Princeton,  Mrs.  Mason, 1  00 

Shrewsbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)    .  37  50 

Upton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .        .        .  18  04 

Uxbridge,  Evan.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.)  60  00 

Warren,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,          .        .        .  17  48 

Westboro',  Evan.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  41  41 

Worcester,  David  Whitcomb, 200  00 

Winchendon,  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Clark, 5  00 

$  981  87 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY  BIBLE   SOCIETY. 
Mr.  James  Bbswbb,  Springfield^  Tr, 

Chicopee,  Third  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  a.)  %  59  2ft 

••           Sarah  Jennings,  (1  l.  h.  in  part,)  .        •        •        •  11  00 

Monson,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  for  circulating 

the  Bible  in  the  army 64  25 

"        Andrew  W.  Porter, 100  00 

Donations, 372  44 

On  Bible  account,  $151  48. 

$606  97 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Hr«  WiLliAX  Elliot,  OrMnJield,  TV. 

Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bemardaton,  Orthodox  Church  and  Society,  . 
Charlemont,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 
Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
**        Estate  of  Anna  Maynard,  Legacy,   . 
East  Charlemont,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Gill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Greenfield,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

**  Second  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Hawley,  Mrs.  Philip  Bassett,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Lererett,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Montague,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  f  15  22 ;  f  19 
Shelbume,  Gent.  Association,  f  16  90  ;  ladies'  do.  f  13  85  ; 
South  Deerfield,  Monument  Church  and  Society,  f  16  80 

Sabbath  School,  $3  20  ;  (1  l.  m.) 
Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 

Warwick,  Trinitarian  Society, 

Whately,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Bellingham,  Estate  of  Seneca  White,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ide,  . 
Bndntree,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
**  South  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,) 

Brookline,  Albert  W.  Smith,  (2  l.  m.)    . 
Dedham,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Dorchester,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

"  A  lady, 

Franklin,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.  in  part,) 

Medfield,  A  friend, 

Medway,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
*(       Village,  Church  and  Society,  (bal.  for  2  l.  m.) 
*<       West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m. 
Randolph,  East,  Winthrop  Church  and  Society, 

*<  A  friend, 

Roxbury,  Eliot  Church  and  Society, 

Warren  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
A  friend,         *..... 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mrs.  Charles  Bradford,    . 
Sharon,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Stoughton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Weymouth,  East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l 
Union  Church  and  Society, 


t( 


It 


•« 


« 


(f 


<• 


$21  2S 

1  75 

7  00 

56  13 

50  00 

20  00 

3  85 

32  00 

.)   30  00 

30  00 

14  25 

60;  34  72 

30  75 

20  00 

4  50 

7  00 

7  50 

$  370  73 

$  10  00 

25  00 

8  00 

40  00 

40  10 

167  05 

10  00 

24  48 

1  00 

27  33 

34  25 

24  54 

39  38 

25 

85  68 

10  00 

3  00 

2  00 

35  03 

16  00 

20  15 

M.)  35  00 

11  00 

53 


Weymoutli,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (fob  a.  b.  t.) 
Wrenthaxn,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 


BBISTOL  COUNTY. 

Attleboro',  Sisters,  to  constitute  a  brother  a  l.  m.  . 

Freetown,  A  Mend, 

Taunton,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
•*        Winslow  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.  in  part,) 


$12  00 
9  00 

$  690  24 

$20  00 

60 

40  16 

13  60 

$74  16 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 


3  00 

26  33 

14  86 

20  00 

40  00 

20  61 

30  00 

Abington,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)      $  20  00 
**        East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)         26  20 

Kingston,  Rev.  Joseph  Peckham, • 

Middleboro',  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, . 

**  Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

North  Bridgewater,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.) 
**  Porter  Evan.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.) 

Plymouth,  Church  of  the  Pilgrimage, 

**         South  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

$  199  89 
BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Mr.  John  Munboe,  TV. 

Barnstable,  CentreriUe,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  $  20  66 

•'           Cotuitport, 6  00 

**  West,   Congregational  Church  and   Society,  to 

circulate  the  Bible  in  the  army,         .        .        .  11  00 

Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)         .  26  26 

Falmouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .  22  00 

«         North,  Rev.  L.  Wheaton,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)    .        .  30  00 

Yarmouth,  Sylvester  Baker,  Jr.,  to  circulate  the  Bible  in  the  army,  6  00 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 


Coleeburgh,  Iowa,  Joseph  Graham,         .... 
Derry,  N.  H.,  Miss  Abby  Choate,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.  in  part,) 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  A  friend, 

Merrimack,  N.  H.,  Miss  Mary  Ann  Merriam,  deceased,  (2 

I«.  M.  A.  B.  S*^  .....••« 

Portland,  Me.,  Susan  B.  Thacher,  (2  l.  x.)    . 

**  A  friend,  (1  l.  x.) 

Thetford,  Vt.,  Miss  Lucy  Child,  (1  l.  x.  in  part,)  . 
Walpole,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Simaon  N.  Perry,  .... 


$  119  81 

$3  00 

10  00 

16  00 

60  00 

40  00 

20  00 

10  30 

200  00 

$368  30 
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COLLECTIONS. 
By  the  Rev,  £.  F.  Slaptxb,  Affent  of  the  Amerioan  BiUe  Society, 

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston, $  30  57 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanover, 25  00 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Salem 36  45 

Episcopalians  in  Ipswich, 3  00 

St.  Matthew's  Church,  Boston, 22  09 

Grace  Church,  Lawrence, 33  00 

Christ  Church,  Hyde  Park, 5  03 

Grace  Church,  Newton  Comer, 12  95 

G.,  Newton  Comer, 50  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 112  44 

Dr.  William  R.  Lawrence,  Boston, 50  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 445  00 

Emmanuel  Church,  Boston, 411  00 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 723  00 

Christ  Church,  Boston, 5  55 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Dedham, 54  50 

Grace  Church,  Medford, 12  70 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline, 123  16 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Boston,            1  01 

Member  of  Grace  Church,  Boston,          .....  5  00 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Newton  Lower  Falls,       ....  20  00 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanorer, 30  00 

f  2,211  45 

LEGACIES. 

Boston,  A  friend  deceased,  by  H.  W.  Pickering,  Ex'r,    .        .  f  500  00 

Lancaster,  Lydia  Lane,  by  Anthony  Lane,  Ex'r,     .        .        .  700  00 
Roxbury,  Nathaniel  Snow,  by  Israel  Whitney,  Samuel  W. 
Swett,   and  Shubael  G.  Rogers,  Ex'rs,  f  500 ;   less  $25, 

GK>Temment  tax, 475  00 

Westford,  Mrs.  Lydia  Whitman,  by  Nathan  B.  Edwards,  Ex'r,      360  00 
Bequest  of  Ann  Kingsbury,  by  N.  Kingsbury,  Ex'r,  f  500 ; 

less  f  25,  Goyemment  tax, 475  00 

f  2,510  00 

AT^wnitl  subscriptions, $  466  00 

Returned  for  books  donated 10  78 

Interest  and  dividends, 1,134  50 

Sales  at  Depository, 12,141  49 

Whole  amount  acknowledged  in  the  preceding  lists,                $  24,964  46 


Pecuniary  remUtaneee  and  lettert  reUsUng  to  the  Imtineee  of  the 
Depoeitory,  and  ordere  for  Booki,  eheuld  be  addreesed  to  S.  T.  Faswbll, 
Apenit  No,  15  ComhiU,  Boeton, 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


PBESEIfTED  BY 


THE   TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


AT  THEIR  ANNUAL  MEETING 


IN    BOSTON, 


MAT  23,  1864,  BEING  THEIR  FIFTY-nFTH  ANNIVERSART. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  T.  B.  MARVIN  &  SON,  42  CONGRESS  STREET. 

1864. 
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Mixter,  Mra.  Mary  R.,  Hmrimkk, 
Mixter,  Mn.  8.  E.,  Rtk  Itlamd,  III. 
Moar,  Rifua,  Ctrottn* 
Mooar,  Ser.  Ottorge,  (kUtUnd,  (M. 
Moidongh,  Ser.  John  H.,  Hamilton, 
Morley,  ReT.  Sardia  B.,  WillUwutown. 
Morriaon,  Miaa  Naney  T.,  Rowltf, 
Morae,  Miaa  Abby  P.,  Emporim,  Kan§a», 
Moraa,  Charlea  N.,  Foxhan^. 
Morae,  Miaa  Emily  A.,  Broifori. 
Moraa,  Haory,  MHUk, 
Meaman,  Walter  B.,  CAicajMa. 
MuDger,  Ser.  Theodore  T.,  DercAaiCar. 
Murray,  Rev.  Jaaaea  O.,  CamknigiporU 
Murray,  Mra.  Julia  R.  « 

Naaoo,  Rer.  Eliaa,  Exttor^  JiT,  H, 
NelaoD,  Jonathan  H.,  Skmotbmrf, 
*Newell,  Montgomery,  deafen. 
Newhall,  Lucy  Ann,  Stow, 
Niehola,  Jamea  R.,  Ha9§rkiU, 
Nightingale,  Rer.  Crawford,  OrHtm, 
Noreroaa,  Joaiah,  South  RotMUng, 
Nourae,  Daniel,  ffaaC  Mtiiomff, 
Nourae,  Suaan,  Bolton, 
Noyea,  Alva,  JVbrtA  Bridgtoator. 
Odlin,  Benjamin,  £x<tar,  Jf,  H, 
Odlin,  Mra.  E.  T.  " 

Ordway,  Aaron  L.,  Jftm  York  et<y. 
Ordway,  Miaa  Charlotte,  Brmiford, 
Oabome,  George  F.,  South  Danooro. 
Oagood,  H.  B.,  WhitinmrilU. 
Paekard,  Rer.  D.  Temple,  SaaiarvilZa. 
Paekard,  Ziheon,  Mington, 
Paige,  George  R.,  JVaw  Salaai. 
Paige,  L.  Caroline,     " 
Paine,  Mra.  Sarah  M.,  HoUon, 
•Paine,  Miaa  Sarah  C.       " 
Palmer,  Rev.  Charlea  Ray,  Salotn, 
•Palmer,  Rer.  Stephen,  M\f$dhum, 
Palmer,  Squire,  South  DoorJUU, 
Park,  John  C,  Booton, 

•Parker,  John, 
Parker,  Mra.  Sarah, 
•Parkman,  Franeia,  D.  D. 
•Parkman,  Samuel, 
Parkman,  Mra.  Sarah, 
Parmenter,  Mra.  E.  J.  G.,  Ptttrohmm* 
•Paraona,  Gorham,  Booton, 
•Paraona,  WilUam,      •• 
Partridge,  Joaeph,  HoUioton. 
Patrick,  Rer.  Henry  J.,  JFoot  Jfomton, 
Patrick,  Mra.  Martha  L.  <• 

Paul,  Henry,  A^neCea. 

Paul,  Luther,  " 

Paul  Luther,  Jr.  ^ 

Paul,  Miaa  Harriet,  « 
•Paul,  Mlai  Mary,  <« 
Pftytoo,  MiM  Bhu,  Wnkwr^, 


(( 


(( 


t« 


<( 


(( 


Peaae,  George  W^  Solom. 
Pearaon,  Miaa  Hannah  J.,  LomoU, 
Peekham,  Hubbard,  Petorthum. 
Peiroe,  Rer.  Bradford  K.,  Horlaai,  JV.  T. 
Perkina,  E.  E.,  Jforth  MiddUboro*, 
Perkina,  Jairua  H.,  Jforth  MiddUhor^, 
•Perkina,  Jamea,     Booton, 
•Perkina,  Jamea,  Jr.     ** 
•Perkina,  Thomaa  H.   " 
Parley,  Jacob,  South  Danvora, 
Perry,  Miaa  Catharine  H.,  Shorbom. 
•Peter*,  Edward  D.,  Bo$t»n. 
Pettee,  Bliaa  Eliza  J.,  Foxboro*. 
Pettee,  Samuel  Gardner,  Stoughton, 
Phillipa,  Alonzo  P.,  SotUh  Danvoro, 
•Phillipa,  Jonathan,  Booton, 
Phillipa,  Mra.  SaUy,     « 
•PhilUpe,  WUliam,      " 
Pickard,  Rer.  Daniel  W<^  Grouelund, 
Pickering,  H.  W.,  Booton. 
Pierpont,  Rev.  John.  Jfai^prdL 
Plumb,  Rer.  Albert  H.,  Choloon. 
Plumb,  Joaeph  Dart,  ** 

Plummer,  larael,  WhitinoutOo. 
Pood,  Almira  W.,  South  JHoldon, 
Pond,  John  P.,  Booton, 
Pond,  Mra.  Nancy,  Modwaf. 
Pond,  William  E.,  fFronUuim, 
Poor,  Joaeph,  South  Danvoro. 
Poor,  Nathan  H.    " 
Porter,  Samuel  8L,  Winehootor. 
Pratt,  Comelina,  Jforth  Woffmouth. 
Pratt,  Galen,  M'orth  Bridgowater. 
Pratt,  Norton,  Braintroo. 
Pratt,  Zebulon,  Jforth  Jtiddloboro\ 
•Preaeoit,  William,  Booton, 
•Prince,  Rer.  J.  M.,  OoorgotowiL 
Prince,  Mra.  Sarah  B.,  Bridgowator. 
Proctor,  Mra.  Lucy  A.,  G{eii«««e«r. 
Proctor,  Thomdike,  South  Danvoro. 
Uuincy,  Thomaa  D.,  Dorchootor. 
aoincy,  Mra.  J.  C.  ** 

Reed,  Horace,  South  jitington. 
Rice,  Mra.  Agnea  L.,  Booton, 
Rice,  Mra.  Elizabeth  C,  Lamroneo. 
Rice,  Mra.  Henry  A.  ** 

Rice,  Miaa  U.  AuguaU,  JFoothoroK 
Rich,  Rer.  Alonzo  B.,  Bovorljf. 
Richarda,  Mra.  A.  M.,  LiUl^oldf  CL 
Richorda,  Jamea  P.,  OompoUo. 
Richardeon,  Benjamin  P.,  Booton. 
Richardaon,  Luther,  Winehootor. 
Richardaoo,  Miaa  Sarah  E.,  Concord. 
Richardaon,  Sumner,  WindUotor. 
•Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Booton, 
Robbina,  Andrew,  Cfroton, 
Robbina,  Chandler,  D.  D., 
•Robbine,  Bdwaid  H.  <* 
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Rob«rtf,  B«T.  Jteob,  £«(  Mtiw^. 

RoberU,  Mra.  Mary  A.       ** 

RobioMO,  Charlet  W.,  iiff«tanUal«. 

RobinKM,  H.  W.,  Jftrtk  BridgnMim; 

Hoekwood,  John,  Orotom. 

Roekwood,  Bfiaa  Polly  &,  AMand. 

Rogera,  Oeorfe,  BattoH. 

«Rog«ra,  R«T.  WillUm  BL 

Rog«n,  Sbubael  O. 

Rumell,  Banh  J.,  FraminghAM, 

Saoford,  Mra.  AdeUoe  D^M$dwf  rUUgg 

Safford,  R«t.  Gaorfo  B^  Burlington,  FL 

*Salubary,  Samoal,  Bottom. 

Sargent,  Loeiui  BL       " 

Sawtell,  Mra.  Ephraim,  Qvoton. 

Seoddar,  Charles,  Botton. 

Scndder,  Mra.  Sarah  L.  ** 

Seaver,  A.  W.,  ^ortMoro*, 

Seeley,  Rev.  Raymond  H.,  BavorhUL 

Seeley,  Mn.  Fanny  B.  ** 

Selfridfe,  Thonaa  O.,  Booton. 

Shattoek,  Andrew,  Qroton, 

Shaw,  tin,  Hannah,  Booton. 

Sheldon,  Rer.  Lather,  Wootboro*. 

Sheldon,  Mra.  Sarah  H.       " 

Shiverick,  Mim  Maiia  L.,  Campollo. 

*Sigonrney,  Andrew,  Booton. 

Sifoarney,  Henry, 

*81aek,  Ruf  glee, 

Slafter,  Rer.  Edmond  F.  ** 

Small,  Samuel  A.,  JViittury. 

Small,  Mra.  Samner,  Jfowton  Contro. 

Smith,  Albert  W.,  BrooUino. 

Smith,  Mra.  Lucy  Jane,    " 

Smith,  Rer.  Edward  P.,  PofportU. 

Smith,  Mra.  Hattie,  OUnutotor 

Smith,  Rev.  Mateon  M.,  BrUgtport,  Ct. 

Smith,  Mra.  Mateon  M.  ** 

Smith,  Norman,  Oroton, 

Smith,  Richard,  Sovih  Domvoto. 

Smith,  Mra.  Charlotte, " 

*Smiih,  Samuel,  Booton. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Caroline,  Jfototon  Conor. 

Snow,  Mr*.  Mark,  Chaikam. 

Soule,  Henry  M.,  South  Jibington. 

Sonthgate,  Rot.  Robert,  IfotDich. 

Soathgate,  Mra.  Mary  Frances,  ** 

Spooner,  W.  B.,  Booton. 

Spring,  Mrs.  Adela  C,  fFkitinovUlo. 

Suey,  Albert,  Concord. 

Stebbins,  Rev.  Milan  C,  Lancnotor. 

SteTons,  Norman  C,  Booton. 

Stevens,  Mra.  E.  M.      ** 

Stevena,  Samuel,  Otoucootor. 

Stoddard,  Lewia  T.,  BrooUino. 

Stone,  Andrew  L.,  D.  U.,  Booton. 

Btooe,  Mra.  MaUlda  F.        «* 

8tMH>,  Martha  A.,  JflnHon  Contro, 


Storrt,  Eoniet  C. 

Btorra,  Richard  S^  D.  D.    « 

Strong,  Rav.  J.  C,  St  CkariM,  JNammCc. 

Strong,  Mrs.  J.  C.  «*  *« 

Samner,  Mrs.  H.  H.,  J'VxIert'. 

Swaxey,  Mrs.  Fimoeoa  A^  Lpuu 

Swett,  Samuel  W.,  BostoA. 

Tapley,  Gilbert,  Domart. 

Tappan,  John,  Booton, 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Malansa,  WtnektHor. 

Teele,  Rot.  Albert  K^  Miltom, 

Teele,  Mrs.  Cornelia  C.    •' 

Temple,  Mark  M.,  Bonding. 

Tenney,  Mn.  Mary  P.,  Winehottor. 

Terry,  Rer.  James  P.,  Bontk  WopnouUL 

Thacher,  Mra.  Anna  B.,  Bydo  Fork. 

Thacher,  Miss  CalisU  C,  JlttUboro^. 

Thacher,  Mrs.  Susan  C.  ** 

Thacher,  John,  JitiLokonP. 

Thacher,  William  T.  «• 

Thachar,  Sosan  B.,  PmiUnd,  Mo. 

rrhauher,  Mary  Lodlow,  JVuMtaftwV. 

Thayer,  Amasa,  Brointroo. 

Thayer,  Ira,  Bminlroo. 

Thayar,  Mis.  UUa,  *« 

Thayer,  Rev.  J.  Henry,  Salonu 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Martha  C.    " 

Thayer,  Oliver,  " 

Thayer,  Mra.  Jane,  BoaUn. 

Thayer,  Robert  H.,  JVkts  York  CUf. 

Thompson,  Everett  A.,    XFsai  Amo^urf. 

Thompeoo,  Samuel  A.  ** 

Thompson,  Mra.  Anne  Eliza,  ** 

Thuratoo,  Rer.  Richard  B.,  WoUknm. 

Tolman,  Rev.  Richard,  Tawkalary. 

Tolman,  Rot.  Samuel  H.,  WUmington. 

Turray,  Miss  Elisabeth  L.,  South  mfmouth. 

Torrey,  James,  JVertA  fVoymouUL 

Traak,  Mrs.  A.  H.,  JVancAasear. 

Trowbridge,  Mrs.  Asa,  Brighton. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  Lebanon,  Cl. 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Hannah  W.       " 

Tucker,  Jesse,        Milton. 

Tucker,  Nathan,  ** 

Tucker,  Mra.  Nathan,  " 

Tucker,  William,  DorchoHor. 

Tucker,  William  W.,  Booton. 

Tufts,  Charles,  Jindovor. 

Tuttle,  Miss  Sarah,    ** 

Tuttle,  Thomas,  LittUton. 

Twichell,  John  M.,  FiUhburg. 

Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  Booton. 

Underbill,  Rev.  John  W.,  JV.  AwUiorH. 

Upton,  Moees  T,  Solom. 

Vose,  WilUam  H.,  FiUhburg. 

W^akefield,  Miss  C,  Bonding. 

Waleott,  Willlan,  Dmnuoro. 

Wales,  EraaUM,  EnH  Rmndolfk. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FROM  1809  TO  1864. 


PRESIDENTS. 
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ANNUAL    REPORT. 


In  reviewing  our  labors  for  another  year,  several 
things  claim  our  grateful  recognition.  Through  the 
divine  favor,  all  those  officially  connected  with  the 
Society  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  are  still  spared 
to  witness  its  prosperity,  and  to  labor  for  the  fur- 
therance of  its  work.  We  rejoice  also  in  the  fact, 
that,  in  a  period  of  great  public  commotion,  when 
material  interests  have  clamored  for  our  exclusive 
attention,  when  the  strange  things  seen  are  fitted 
to  vail  from  our  thoughts  the  things  that  are  unseen, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  prosecute  our  work  to  an 
extent  scarcely  exceeded  by  that  of  any  previous 
year. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  from  our  Depos- 
itory during  the  year,  is  sixty-one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-eight.  Of  this  number,  sixteen 
thousand  and  twenty-six  were  Bibles ;  twenty-seven 
thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven,  Testaments ; 
eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  Testaments 
with  the  Psalms;  and  nine  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  portions  of  the  Scriptures. 
Of  these,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty-two  were  in  vari- 


ous  foreign  languages.  Our  issues  are  less  by  four 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  copies  than 
the  number  reported  last  year.  This  diminution, 
however,  has  taken  place  in  the  smaller  portions  of 
the  Scriptures,  while  of  the  entire  Bible  the  circu- 
lation is  one  thousand  fiva  hundred  and  eighteen 
copies  in  excess  of  that  of  the  last  year. 

Of  the  gratuitous  issues,  amounting  to  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and   ninety-seven  vol- 
umes, at  a  cost  of  ^4,284.39,  not  less  than  sixteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-four  copies  have 
been  given  to  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  in  the  naval 
and  merchant  service.  The  demands  from  this  source 
are  still  great,  and  they  receive,  as  they  deserve,  a 
most  grateful  response.     While  the  life  of  the  na- 
tion is  assailed,  they  who  stand  forth  in  its  defense 
will  not  ask  in  vain  for  the  Scriptures.     Guardians 
of  our  civilization,  of  our  freedom ;  of  the  institu- 
tions bequeathed  us  from  the  past ;   and  of  all  the 
hopes  we  cherish  for  the  future,  their  spiritual  no 
less  than  their  temporal  wants,  we  gladly  make  our 
care.     Multiplying  testimonies  to  the  value  of  this 
form  of  charity   we  have,  from  those  who  labor 
among  the  soldiers  as  well  as  from  the  soldiers 
themselves.     Not  a  few  have  read  the  Scriptures 
for  the  first  time  in  camp,  and  through  the  divine 
Spirit  have  been  led  to  accept  the  salvation  they 
offer.     No  fairer  field  for  the  circulation  of  the 
Word  of  Life  exists  than  that  which  is  found  among 
our  brave  defenders,  and  from  none  is  gathered  a 
richer  harvest. 


Our  work  among  the  soldiers  consists  mainly  in 
furnishing  with  the  Scriptures  those  who  go  to  the 
war  from  this  State.  Their  re-supply  is  eflfected 
principally  by  the  National  Society.  As  the  num- 
ber of  men  recruited  in  the  State  has  been  less  this 
year  than  the  last,  the  demand  has  somewhat  dimin- 
ished. Yet  among  those  recruited  the  past  year, 
the  destitution  has  been  greater  than  in  former 
years.  This  is  especially  true  of  our  colored  sol- 
diers, who  have  been  very  generally  supplied  by  our 
agents.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Brewster,  the  Chaplain  at 
Readville,  has  distributed  since  December,  nearly 
four  thousand  copies  to  those  who  had  left  that  post 
for  the  war.  A  statement  of  his  very  efficient  and 
useful  labors  will  be  found  in  an  appendix  to  this 
Report. 

While  the  renewed  efforts  of  the  Society  have  been 
expended  upon  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  other  parts 
of  our  appropriate  work  have  not  been  forgotten. 
To  destitute  families  and  individuals,  one  thousand 
and  fifty  copies  of  the  Scriptures  have  been  given ; 
to  Sabbath  Schools,  two  thousand ;  to  City  Missions, 
twelve  hundred  and  seventy-three ;  to  public  insti- 
tutions and  public  houses,  one  thousand  and  ten, 
and  to  the  destitute  in  other  States,  six  hundred 
and  twenty. 

The  income  of  the  Society  from  all  sources, 
including  a  balance  on  hand  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  of  $2,022.96,  has  been  P0,5 19.48. 
The  amount  of  donations,  legacies  and  annual 
subscriptions    has    been    $10,562.34.      Dividends 


on  stocks  and  interest,  j^l, 194.50 ;  sales  of  books, 
$16,728.68.  The  donations  exceed  those  of  the 
previous  year  by  $823.87,  while  the  legacies  are 
less  by  $1,940,  showing  a  falling  oflF  in  legacies  and 
donations  of  $1,115.66.  The  whole  amount  sent 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society,  as  donations  and  for  books,  is 
$39,116.02,  exceeding  by  $4,646.36  the  amount 
raised  the  previous  year. 

ITie  expenditures  have  been,  for  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, $21,927.69  ;  for  the  Depository,  the  Gen- 
eral and  Depository  Agents,  and  Assistant,  paper, 
printing,  rent,  &c.,  $3,752.77.  Donations  to  the 
parent  Society,  $3,245.95. 

The  American  Bible  Society,  with  which  our  own 
is  connected  as  an  auxiliary,  has  enjoyed  a  year  of 
marked  prosperity,  both  in  its  receipts  and  its  issues ; 
$560,000  have  been  paid  into  its  Treasury,  of  which 
sum  more  than  $254,000  were  from  donations  and 
lagacies.  It  has  printed  during  the  year,  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  copies 
of  the  Scriptures.  More  than  half  of  these  have 
been  circulated  among  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  and 
the  freedmen  coming  within  our  lines.  It  has  been 
enabled  to  prosecute  its  work  over  the  whole  coun- 
try, knowing  no  war  nor  peace.  Two  hundred  and 
eighteen  thousand  Bibles  and  Testaments  it  has  sent 
as  a  donation  to  the  rebel  States,  and  has  sold  forty 
thousand  there,  the  books  having  been  forwarded  by 


flag  of  truce,  with  the  full  permission  of  our  Gov^ 
emment.  Between  thirty  and  forty  laborers  arc 
now  employed  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  anc 
its  foreign  operations  are  rapidly  extending.  The 
Society,  both  in  the  extent  and  the  beneficent  influ 
ence  of  its  labors,  is  a  worthy  exponent  of  the  Pro- 
testantism of  this  nation,  which  here,  merging  ifa 
differences,  goes  forth  with  the  Gospel  to  aU  na- 
tions. In  the  hopeful  aspects  of  the  cause  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  in  the  ever  widening  fields  which 
invite  our  culture,  are  we  furnished  with  motives 
to  increased  zeal  and  diligence  in  the  prosecutior 
of  our  appropriate  work. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bible  Societt  of 
Massachusetts  was  held  at  15  Comhill,  Boston^  on  Monday, 
May  2S,  1864,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  in  the  absence  of  the 
President,  Hon.  Albert  Fearing  in  the  chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Annual  Export  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Beport  of  the  Trustees  was  pre- 
sented and  accepted  ;  and  it  was 

Fotedy  That  the  same  be  read  at  the  public  meeting  this  afternoon. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  attend  the  public  services 
of  the  Fifty-fifth  Anniversary,  at  the  Central  Church,  Winter 
Street,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Met  according  to  adjournment,  the  President,  Hon. 
Samuel  H.  Walley,  in  the  chair. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered  by  Eev. 
A.  H.  Plumb,  x)f  Chelsea. 

The  President  delivered  an  introductory  address,  as 
follows : 

We  meet  once  more  to  speak  of  the  Bible — a  glorious  theme 
— a  comprehensive  term.  In  the  words  of  Chillingworth,  "  The 
Bible,  and  the  Bible  alone,  is  the  religion  of  Protestants." 
Never  was  there  a  period  in  our  history,  when  its  instruc- 
tions and  its  consolations  were  more  needed  than  the  present. 
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Never  was  there  a  time,  when  the  obligation  was  more  impera- 
tive upon  those  who  are  possessed  of  this  precious  gift  of  God, 
to  impart  of  what  thej  have  freely  received,  to  those  who  are 
deprived  of  the  knowledge  and  comfort  which  its  pages  afford ; 
and  we  may  add,  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction,  never  was 
there  a  year  in  which  so  much  has  been  done  in  obedience  to 
our  Saviour's  last  command,  to  ^^  Preach  the  Grospel  to  every 
creature,"  as  during  the  one  just  closed. 

It  is  refreshing  to  recount  what  has  been  accomplished  in 
obedience  to  this  command  in  our  own  and  other  lands. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  published  the 
word  of  God  in  the  languages  of  seven  hundred  millions  of  the 
human  family — making  the  translations  into  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four  languuges — ^and  reducing  twenty-three  unwritten  lan- 
guages to  writing. 

The  receipts  of  the  American  Bible  Society  for  the  past  year, 
have  been  $560,578.60 — and  they  have  issued  during  the  year, 
1 ,500,578  volumes.  During  the  period  of  the  present  war,  (three 
years,)  they  have  issued  in  our  own  country,  3,778,119  volumes. 
This  number  exceeds  the  issues  of  the  first  twenty-eight  years  of 
the  Society,  1816-1844,  by  193,859  volumes. 

The  American  Bible  Society  has  also  made  grants  to  the 
seceded  States,  during  the  past  year,  of  217,824  volumes,  which 
have  been  forwarded  by  permission  of  our  Government,  under  a 
flag  of  truce.  One  hundred  thousand  of  these  were  furnished  to 
supply  the  destitution  of  the  Word  of  God  in  North  Carolina — 
and  were  gratefully  received.  Would  that  the  precepts  of  this 
blessed  volume  might  cause  the  scales  to  fall  from  the  blinded 
eyes  of  these  deluded  people.  Then  might  it  prove  '^  a  lamp 
unto  their  feet,  and  a  light  unto  their  paths,"  to  guide  them 
back  to  loyalty  and  peace. 

The  Report  of  your  Trustees  will  inform  you  what  has  been 
done  by  our  own  Society  during  the  past  year,  in  its  appropriate 
field,  in  addition  to  what  we  have  contributed  to  swell  the  means 
of  the  National  Society.  We  strove  to  do  more  but  failed  to 
accomplish  our  effort. 

When  the  cargo  of  the  prize  steamer  ^^  Minna,"  was  sold  in 
this  port,  we  sought  to  purchase  the  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
forming  part  of  the  cargo  which  had  been  printed  for  the  use  of 
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the  Confederate  States,  in  England.  We  failed  to  obtain  all, 
but  having  purchased  a  part,  we  applied  to  the  appropriate  de- 
partment at  Washington,  for  permission  to  forward  the  same  to 
the  rebels.  Our  application  was  referred  bj  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  Major  General  Butler,  and  on  the  30th  of  March  we 
were  notified  of  the  following  reply  being  received  from  Greneral 
Butler.  '^  Five  hundred  Bibles  have  been  lately  sent,  which  are 
in  all  probability  those  referred  to  by  Mr.  Walley.  1  am  not 
in  favor  of  sending  any  more.**  The  Bibles  referred  to  were 
probably  a  portion  of  those  donated  by  the  American  Society, 
as  we  had  not  been  permitted  to  send  ours — and  as  the  closing 
remark  in  General  Butler's  report  was  so  explicit,  we  abandoned 
our  intention. 

Had  we  been  successful,  we  should  have  been  performing  the 
same  good  office  for  our  rebellious  neighbors  in  transmitting 
English  Bibles  for  their  use  in  the  distribution  of  God's  Word,  and 
in  their  acknowledged  need  of  its  illumination — which  Holland 
performed  for  us  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  furnishing  us 
with  English  Bibles  to  the  number  of  thirty  thousand — when 
we  were  regarded  by  England  as  rebels,  and  when  there  were 
only  about  four  millions  of  Bibles  in  the  world. 

Let  us  record  our  gratitude  for  what  we  have  been  permitted 
to  do  in  scattering  the  leaves  of  the  tree  which  are  for  the  heal- 
ing of  the  nations.  Let  us  record  our  vow  of  reconsecration  of 
ourselves  and  our  substance,  to  the  work  of  making  known  the 
truth  of  life  to  our  perishing  fellow  men,  and  let  us  hope  that  by 
the  blessed  influence  of  its  truths,  war  may  cease  and  peace  be 
restored  to  our  distracted  country — peace  in  righteousness  that 
may  abide ;  and  the  blessings  of  Almighty  God  henceforward 
rest  upon  a  happy,  prosperous,  free  and  united  Republic. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  read  by 
Rev.  Daniel  Butler,  Recording  Secretary. 

Hon.  A.  H.  Bullock,  of  Worcester,  was  then  introduced, 
and  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President, — For  the  invitation  to  bear  a  part  in  these 
proceedings,  I  am  undoubtedly  indebted  to  the  custom,  which 
prevails  in  these  anniversary  exercises,  of  inviting  always  one 
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layman  to  speak  in  behalf  of  a  caase  which  awakens  universal 
interest.  For  surely  we  are  all  interested  in  the  circulation  of 
the  Bible.  Surrounded  as  I  am  by  these  excellent  clergymen 
you  will  not  expect  me  to  speak  of  its  dignity  and  grandeur 
as  the  only  history  of  redemption  and  the  guide  of  every  man  to 
inmiortal  hope.  And,  if  I  were  to  remark  upon  the  comprehen- 
sive signification  in  which  we  are  accustomed  to  connect  the 
holy  Scriptures  with  our  social  and  civil  relations,  I  should  find 
nothing  new  to  say,  and  could  only  allude  to  the  general 
acknowledgment,  that  without  this  elementary  source  of  all 
realized  good  institutions,  the  highest  destiny  of  States  would 
be  unattainable, — that  the  general  intelligence,  happiness,  and 
prosperity  would  be  only  accidental,  not  enduring, — ^that  per- 
sonal security,  for  which  legislatures  have  been  at  their  work 
for  ages,  would  be  without  certainty  and  without  guaranty. 
Christianity  alone  gives  an  indisputable  and  perpetual  sanction 
to  human  laws,  and  is  the  first  and  final  adjuster  of  communi- 
ties and  of  nationalities. 

And  yet,  Sir,  I  think  we  have  peculiar  reasons  for  appreciatr 
ing  the  sacred  writings  in  their  relations  with  our  public  affairs. 
In  this  respect  our  position  historically  is  essentially  difierent 
from  that  of  any  of  the  leading  nations.  Our  popular  exists 
ence,  unlike  that  of  any  other  people  on  the  globe,  is  directly 
and  manifestly  one  of  the  fruits  of  the  Christian  religion.  As 
to  some  of  the  countries  of  the  Eastern  world,  their  history  is 
so  ancient,  so  mythical,  so  varied, — running  back  Ui  a  period 
far  prior  to  the  advent  of  our  Lord,  and  after  the  promulgation 
of  his  gospel  for  long  ages  overwhelming  it  with  neglect  and 
abuse,  or  perhaps  more  frequently  exhibiting  only  its  enforced 
public  recognition  and  respect, — that  we  cannot  easily  trace  an 
unbroken  connection  of  religious  ideas  with  the  sweep  of  the 
historical  progress.  If,  for  example,  we  take  up  the  history  of 
Great  Britain,  we  commence  with  Csesar,  and  not  with  Christ,— 
with  the  landing  of  the  military  conqueror,  and  not  the  pilgrim 
of  conscience  ;  and  we  pass  on  over  the  centuries  of  darkness, 
and  turmoil,  and  cruelty,  before  we  can  observe  the  principles 
of  our  religion  transpiring  and  becoming  recognized  among  the 
laws  and  policies  of  the  country.  Quite  different  is  our  own 
case.     We  started  on  our  career  as  a  Christian  community ; 
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our  nation  began  as  a  Christian  commission  ;  the  first  Puritan 
that  landed  was  an  armed  agent  of  the  Bible.  Our  govern- 
ment, our  liberty,  was  laid  upon  that  foundation.  At  all  times 
in  the  conduct  of  our  public  affairs,  though  some  men  preach 
differently,  it  has  been  the  tribunal  of  conscience  and  of  morals 
to  which  the  hopes  and  fears  of  government  and  the  people 
have  been  usually  and  sternly  directed.  A  philosophical 
traveler,  [De  Tocqueville,]  observing  this,  has  made  special 
report  to  the  old  world,  that  our  founders  brought  here  what  he 
terms  a  democratic  and  republican  religion, — and  that  from  the 
beginning  politics  and  religion  contracted  an  alliance  which 
could  not  be  easily  dissolved  and  never  has  been  dissolved. 
"  The  Americans,  [he  says],  combine  the  notions  of  Christian- 
ity and  liberty  so  intimately  in  their  minds,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  make  them  conceive  the  one  without  the  other."  He  was 
right.  The  equality  of  all  men  before  God,— derived  from  no 
other  authority  than  the  Bible, — that  is  our  origin,  our  history, 
our  peace,  our  war,  our  all.  A  gentleman  looking  at  the 
Greek  department  of  the  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Choate,  said  to 
him  :  '*  Seven  editions  of  the  Testament,  and  not  a  copy  of  the 
Constitution  ;  "  "  Ah,  my  friend" — was  the  reply — *'  you  forget 
that  the  Constitution  of  my  country  is  in  every  one  of  them  all." 
And  such  is  the  truth  of  the  illustration.  The  Bible  societies 
of  America  are  engaged  in  circulating  the  Constitution  and  the 
Laws ;  they  are  promulgating  popular  rights  and  popular  en- 
franchisement ;  they  are  marking  out  and  opening  for  each  gen- 
eration the  pathway  of  national  life,  and  they  secure  and  adorn 
it  with  the  certainties  of  general  prosperity  and  happiness.  All 
this  is  better  understood  where  the  people  have  not  enjoyed  the 
freedom  of  the  Divine  Word.  I  have  seen  it  stated,  that  when 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  published  its  first  twenty- 
five  thousand  copies,  designed  for  Wales,  the  Welch  population 
tnmed  out  and  drew  them  by  hand  through  the  city, — a  sort 
of  public  rejoicing.  It  is  no  wonder  that  they  treated  the 
event  as  a  new  and  unwonted  coronation.  A  new  element 
of  popular  liberty,  comfort,  and  hope  had  suddenly  come  to 
arouse  them  to  a  higher  and  better  life  on  the  earth.  But  I 
pray  you  to  consider  how  exalted  is  our  advantage  in  the  com- 
parison,— ^having  a  vast  fabric  of  institutions,  new  and  old,  and 
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a  whole  body  of  laws,  firom  the  first  to  the  last,  through  the 
whole  of  which  the  ideas  of  the  Di?ine  Word  blend  in  control 
and  harmony  with  human  wisdom, — not  a  day  having  passed 
OTer  our  heads  since  the  beginning  in  which  any  other  than  the 
Christian  83rstem  has  been  thought  of  for  a  moment, — the 
growth,  the  development,  the  progress  of  the  state  making  the 
system  dearer  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  as  providence  unfolds 
and  time  advances. 

Mr.  President,  our  Society  is  holding  its  anniversary  in  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  epochs  of  time.  The  events  which  are 
passing  before  our  eyes  are  too  suggestive  to  be  omitted  among 
these  exercises.  I  have  said  that  our  origin,  our  history,  our 
destiny  is  Christian.  But  I  also  bear  in  mind  that  history  and 
providence  are  full  of  apparent  contradictions  and  conflicts. 
The  Bible  was  brought  to  our  shores  under  the  early  flag  of 
settlement ;  but  there  was  another  landing  beside  that.  Not 
one  civilization,  but  two,  erected  their  banner  and  pitched  their 
tent  in  this  westward  course  of  empire.  While  I  speak  of 
this  nation  as  in  a  large  and  original  measure  having  a  scrip- 
tural and  spiritual  foundation,  I  do  not  ask  you  to  renounce  the 
fact  that  another  theory,  another  policy,  another  system, — which 
under  one  form  or  another  has  existed  since  the  days  of  the 
ancient  theocracy,  and  which  only  within  the  last  fifty  years  has 
been  placed  efiectually  under  the  ban  of  Christian  legislation, — 
came  hither  simultaneously  with  the  Puritan  and  established  its 
jurisdiction.  Of  course  I  refer  to  African  slavery.  How  it 
was  at  first  only  an  incident  among  the  propitious  omens  of 
American  colonization;  how  for  a  century  and  more  it  was 
tolerated,  not  much  thought  of;  how  gradually  and  progressively^ 
even  afler  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic,  and 
chiefly  as  one  of  the  supposed  conveniences  of  our  political 
economy,  it  greatly  increased  the  number  of  its  subjects ;  how 
afterwards,  sometimes  quietly,  sometimes  violently,  at  all  times 
surely,  and  too  often  with  our  own  acquiescence,  it  extended  ita 
area,  until  at  length  it  attempted  to  appropriate  the  character^ 
is  tics  of  our  nationality  as  its  own,  and  finally  looked  forward 
to  the  speedily  approaching  day  of  its  absolute  supremacy  over 
this  western  continent ; — all  this  is  too  truthful,  too  well  under- 
stood, and  too  painful  to  require  further  remarks  o£  explanation. 
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All  this  is  what  we  have  seen,  and  what  we  cannot  deny.  And 
now,  Sir,  if  I  were  an  infidel,  I  might  put  to  you  the  boastful 
interrogatory — "  How  do  you  reconcile  the  existence  of  thia 
condition  of  things  with  the  already  announced  statement  of 
the  establishment  on  this  continent  of  the  American  people  as 
a  people  of  the  Bible  ? "  And  then  you,  as  a  Christian  man, 
with  the  candid  and  just  manner  which  has  marked  you  through 
life  in  this  community,  would  quite  probably  answer  me — "  Be 
patient,  be  faithful,  be  enduring  in  all  the  analogies  of  our  holy 
religion,  and  the  divine  Author  of  the  Bible  will  conduct  you  to 
a  satisfactory  and  consolatory  answer." 

At  this  point,  therefore,  it  is,  that  I  have  the  honor  to  remind 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  extension  of  original  and  ultimate 
truth,  that  under  the  economy  of  providence  and  revelation  to 
cherish  faith  and  patience  in  human  reform  is  one  of  the  most 
elementary  and  difficult  duties  of  our  mortal  lot.  To  exorcise 
error  &om  the  complications  of  the  institutions  and  experience 
of  centuries, — to  deliver  a  government  from  traditional  abuses 
and  bring  it  back  to  the  rudiments  of  the  Gospel  with  which  it 
began  a  career  of  promise, — ^this  is  a  work  not  of  haste,  or  of 
rash  expectation.  Time  has  proved  a  slow  but  sure  reformer. 
All  the  analogies  of  natural  and  revealed  religion  bid  us  rest  on 
that  foundation  of  hope.  Nay,  indeed,  the  very  history  of  the 
Bible  itself  becomes  in  this  matter  our  monitor  and  our  guide. 
This  sacred  book  was  not  dropped  in  bulk  from  the  skies  into 
our  laps.  Line  upon  line,  here  a  little  and  there  a  little, — at 
the  intervals  of  ages  apart, — was  it  written, — in  progressive 
series, — originally  only  tracts,  divinely  inspired  tracts,  which 
have  since  been  gathered  and  bound  together  in  the  holy  unity 
of  the  volume.  Then,  think  how  long  it  has  been  in  reaching 
us.  Survey  the  course  of  time  over  which  it  has  struggled  on 
its  solemn  errand, — traveling  ages  ago  &om  the  East  to  the 
West, — from  the  Hebrew  to  the  Greek, — from  the  Greek  into 
the  language  of  the  Latin  race, — from  the  Latin  through  all  the 
confusion  of  tongues  in  the  dark  and  middle  period, — ^until  it 
emerged  into  the  accessible  and  intelligible  light  of  modem 
literature,  in  which  we  hold  it,  and  treasure  it,  and  circulate  it 
this  day.  Afler  the  divine  book  had  been  written,  thousands  of 
years  were  required  to  elapse  before  it  should  come  to  our 
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hands  in  the  form  under  which  we  now  distribute  it; — anc 
shall  we  expect  its  work  to  be  accomplished  in  a  year  oi^  a  day  1 
Such  is  not  the  way  of  the  divine  Author  and  Arbiter  of  th< 
destinies  of  mankind ;  such  has  not  been  the  &shion  of  hii 
revelation  and  administration.  It  might  have  pleased  th< 
supreme  mind  to  prevent  the  inception  of  oppression, — ^but  sucl 
was  not  its  pleasure.  Wrong  and  oppression  having  fastened 
hold  upon  this  world,  even  then  He  might  have  been  pleasec 
by  a  single  blast  from  the  skies  to  soften  the  hearts  of  men  anc 
to  remove  all  the  curses  by  a  decree  or  a  word, — but  such  wai 
not  the  great  will.  In  the  ways  of  that  sublime  discipline 
which  belongs  to  God  alone,  connecting  the  fruitions  around  th< 
throne  with  the  labors  of  earth,  conflict,  struggle,  war  itseli 
does  become  one  of  the  watchwords  of  the  Bible.  How  th< 
nations  have  waited,  and  the  statesmen  have  died  in  grief,  am 
imperial  maps  have  been  roUed  up  and  unfurled,  before  some  o 
these  great  consummations  have  been  permitted  to  transpire 
I  cannot  forget  that  long  after  our  religion  had  blazed  in  ful 
effulgence  over  Great  Britain,  even  within  the  memory  of  som< 
now  living  and  present,  the  British  slave-trade  continued  U 
swell  her  sails  ;  and  it  was  not  till  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  centur 
had  elapsed  after  the  first  efforts  of  Wilberforce  to  abolish  it 
that  the  Lord  put  it  into  the  head  of  the  ministry,  into  th* 
great  heart  of  Fox,  to  obliterate  the  stain  from  the  nations 
escutcheon.  I  do  not  forget  that  after  that  same  Christiai 
statesman  had  turned  his  devotion  to  the  policy  and  duty  o 
emancipation,  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  permit  nearly  anothe 
quarter  of  a  century  to  pass  over  his  head,  and  himself,  half  ii 
joy  and  half  in  sorrow,  almost  to  descend  to  the  tomb,  before 
Buxton,  who  had  caught  his  mantle,  succeeded  in  the  accom 
plishment  of  this  great  work  of  humanity. 

The  same  conflict  has  been  transferred  to  our  own  country 
The  careful  forethought  and  just  expectations  of  the  fathers  o 
this  government,  in  relation  to  this  gigantic  evil,  had  been  sadl; 
thwarted ;  and  the  ways  we  ourselves  have  since  chosen,  hav 
not  conducted  us  to  the  desired  result.  The  iniquity  ha 
proved  master  of  our  powers  of  design  and  action  for  it 
removal.     It  appears  to  have  been  one  among  the  counsels  o 
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God,  that,  while  we  should  become  only  reluctant  agencies  in 
his  hand,  the  partizans  and  supporters  of  this  continental 
system  of  wrong  should  by  their  own  hands  excavate  the  pit 
for  its  overthrow  and  its  burial.  Eloquence,  remonstranoe, 
denunciation  were,  years  since,  exhausted  in  vain  upon  the 
colossal  difficulty.  The  cloud  of  war  at  length  arose  in  the 
horison ;  and  even  then  our  hands  \tere  raised  to  avert  it. 
War  at  last  burst  over  the  country  ;  and  even  then,  again,  we 
were  not  permitted  to  make  it  as  yet  a  war  of  emancipation. 
Many  of  us  were  disappointed  that  it  was  not  made  such  at  the 
outset ;  but  I  apprehend  that  it  might  have  signally  failed  if 
our  wish  had  been  so  early  granted.  Higher  counsel  ruled  our 
fate.  It  was  reserved  that  we  should  possess  our  souls  in 
patience,  and  walk  the  bloody  round  of  alternate  success  and 
defeat,  until  the  hearts  of  this  people  should  be  brought  more 
closely  together,  until  they  should  behold  the  same  exigency 
with  the  same  eye ;  we  were  to  be  made  ready,  under  the  disci- 
pline of  providence,  for  the  Proclamation  of  Freedom.  And 
now  it  is  that  the  heavens  over  us  become  luminous, — now  it  is 
that  this,  which  we  adopted  as  an  extremity,  and  which  we  call 
a  military  necessity,  is  breaking  upon  our  understanding  as  the 
purpose  and  the  opportunity  of  Grod.  Now  in  the  fullness  of 
time  the  destiny  of  an  empire  that  was  founded  upon  the  Bible 
is  about  to  be  fulfilled.  Great  and  good  men  are  bending 
forward  from  the  heights  of  history,  the  just  made  perfect  are 
gazing  from  the  empyrean,  to  behold  here  in  America  at  last 
THE  EQUAUTT  OF  ALL  MEN  BEFORE  GoD.  The  beneficent 
Scriptures  are  coming  to  their  result.  To  that  event  we  are  at 
last  surely  and  rapidly  approaching.  The  civil,  the  military 
edict  has  gone  forth  ;  but  it  is  after  all  only  the  adjudication  of 
the  Holy  Bible.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
leaders  of  all  the  armies,  are  acting  at  length  in  full  view  of  the 
inspiring  benediction  happily  expressed  by  him  whom  I  humbly 
caU  the  greatest  of  modem  preachers,  [Robert  Hall]:  ^^He 
who  breaks  the  fetters  of  slavery,  and  delivers  a  race  from 
thraldom,  forms,  in  my  opinion,  the  noblest  comment  on  the 
great  law  of  love,  whilst  he  distributes  the  greatest  blessing 
which  man  can  receive  from  man."     And,  Mr.  President,  as  I 
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believe  this  to  be  a  conclusion  of  the  measnres  of  peace  and  of 
war  which  the  divine  word  has  forced  upon  os,  all  unwilling  as 
we  appear  to  have  been,  so  I  believe  that  ita  consummation 
cannot  be  kept  back  by  rebel  men  in  the  North  or  in  the  South. 
No  wayward  casuist,  of  your  denomination  or  of  mine,  can 
arrest  the  majestic,  the  divine  progress ;  for  it  is  a  progress 
taking  its  source  in  the  revealed  and  inspired  word  of  the 
Almighty,  flowing  on  over  all  the  fields  of  humanity  among  the 
centuries,  and  now  daily  drifting  towards  peace  and  freedom 
after  the  war  in  America.  If  this  work  be  of  God,  then  no 
pragmatic  disciple  can  delayer  defeat  it.  Nor  man,  nor  conceit, 
can  stand  in  the  way. 

And  only  one  word  more.  While  the  events  of  war  are 
trailing  in  alternate  hope  and  gloom  around  us,  the  Bible  has  a 
visible  value  it  never  had  before.  It  has  such  a  value  to  us  at 
home,  where  funeral  trains  sweep  along  the  streets,  and  so 
many  a  church-yard  hillock  b  bursting  with  graves.  Nothing 
else  can  solace  the  bruised  household,  cheer  the  widowed  heart, 
soothe  the  orphaned  soul,  or  lighten  the  heavy-treading  steps  of 
bending  and  bereaved  age.  The  sacrifice  is  so  costly,  the  relief 
must  be  priceless. 

But  what  of  the  transcendent  value  of  the  holy  volume  on  the 
field  of  war !  It  is  war  that  makes  us  too  familiar  with  the 
tidings  of  death ;  if  we  saw  more  of  it,  and  heard  les8,  perhaps 
it  were  otherwise.  We  have  heard  and  read  of  killed  and 
wounded  for  three  long  years,  until  these  reports  come  to  us  as 
only  statistics  of  war.  The  truth  is,  we  are  giving  play  chiefly 
to  the  dramatic  parts  of  our  nature ;  and  these  are  wearing  out, 
while  the  sickle  of  battle  is  reaping  its  sorrowful  harvest.  Be- 
lieve me,  we  must  awake,  summon  reflection,  change  our  habi- 
tudes of  thought  and  life,^-or  the  memory  of  the  neglected  living 
and  dead,  the  thick-coming  clouds  of  public  disaster,  and  the 
undiscemible  judgments  of  heaven  will  combine  in  our  retribu- 
tion. We  must  have  thoughtfuluess,  day  and  night,  for  those 
who  linger  in  hospitals  and  die  by  hundreds  that  we  and  our 
cause  may  live,^-or  we  and  our  cause  will  perish  together. 
Saddest,  tenderost,  grandest  scene  of  human  occurrence — the 
patient  soldier,  away  from  his  kindred  and  his  home,  dying,  with 
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DO  witness  save  the  omniscient  eje,  and  no  shroud  save  the 
sweet  dews  of  heaven  !  — 

**  On  some  fond  breast  the  parting  sotd  relies, 
Some  pious  drops  the  closing  eye  requires." 

Gracious  Crod,  can  these  things  be, — the  young  men  of  New 
England  languish  and  die  on  distant  fields,^-our  prosperities, 
gaieties,  fiivolities  swell  on  to  their  flood, — and  no  thought,  no 
physician,  no  solace,  no  Bible  for  them  ?  Oh,  no ;  the  Sanitary 
Commission,  the  Christian  Commission,  the  Bible  Commission 
are  already  on  the  way  to  their  relief  and  their  salvation. 

*(  Not  wholly  lost,  O  Father,  is  this  evil  world  of  ours ; 
Upward,  through  its  blood  and  ashes,  spring  afresh  the  Eden  flowers ; 
From  its  smoking  hell  of  battle.  Love  ^d  Pity  send  their  prayer, 
And  still  thy  white-winged  angels  hover  dimly  in  our  air !  " 

Bev.  Lachlin  Taylor,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  made  the 
concluding  address. 

The  services  were  then  closed  with  the  Doxology  and 
Benediction. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED 
PREVIOUS  TO  ITS  INCORPORATION. 

July  13,  1809. — ^The  Hon.  Theophilas  ParsoDS,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifly  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 
'  4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  piovisions  of  the  Constitution^  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Courts  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.    An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Wheretu,  the  persons  hereafter  named  ia  this  Act,  together 
with  many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles 
and  Testaments  of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches 
in  New  England,  for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State  and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the 
aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order  that  the  pious  and  laudable 
objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively  diffused,  they  have,  by 
their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  f  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
William  Brown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Parker, 
Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd,  Esq., 
Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkraan,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together 
with  those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  Thb  Bibls 
SociBTT  OF  Massachusetts. 
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Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phillips, 
and  others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  body  corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  daring  the  pleasure 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  may  have  a  seal,  which  they  may  alter 
at  pleasure ;  and  the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and 
receiving  from  any  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  this  institution  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  and  donations,  bequests,  and 
subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property,  to  be  used  and  im- 
proved for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any 
real  estate  other  than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
provided  the  value  of  the  whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of 
substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may 
choose  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may 
make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary ;  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sec  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  William  Phillips,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of 
the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 
of  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society  ;  at  which  meeting  the  said 
Society  may  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of  notifying  the  same ;  may 
choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe  their  duty,  and  may 
vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may  be  determined 
by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such  powers, 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  186 1^ 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  '*  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  TI. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  fourteen 
Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Treasurer,  and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
taries and  Treasurer,  shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the 
recording  officer  of  that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  there 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans* 
acted  at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE   X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Fi?e  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them  ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository,  annually,  the  value  of  one  dollar  in  Bibles 
and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order  ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current^  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 


BT   THE   PAYMENT   OF   TWENTY   DOLLARS  AND    UPWARDS. 


Abboi  R«T.  Fredoriek  R«,  JihimgiQU. 

Abbe,  Mn.  Frederick  R.         ** 

Aboro,  Joho  O.,  South  Retdimg. 

Abbott,  Kev.  Jacob  J.,  Uzbridgi. 

Achuns,  Eliubetb  W.,  Derry,  A".  H, 

^Adani,  Jobo  (iuiaey,  Q,uincy, 

Adaini,  Nabemiah,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Adami,  Stephen  W.,  Midway. 

Adkina,  Miaa  Mary  J.,  South  Dowfidd. 

^Albree,  Joho,  Boston, 

Albro,  John  A.,  0.  1).,  Cnmbridgt. 

Albro,  Mra.  Elizabeth  S.       " 

Albro,  MIm  Aonie  E.  *' 

Aldeo,  Almira  S.  C,  Foxftere*. 

Alden,  Rnwell,  Campollo, 

Aldeo,  Mica  Sarah  B.,  Rmndolph, 

Aldeo,  Miai  Snaao,  " 

Aldrieh,  Mra.  Mary  n.,  jyo*thoro\ 

Alleo,  Rot.  Nathaoiel  O.,  Somorville. 

Alien,  Richard  U.,  Bmintroo, 

Amei,  Janaee  S.,  HavorhilL 

Aodrewa,  Artemaa  F.,  Fitehknrg. 

Andrewa,  C.  L.,  Boston. 

Andrewi,  W.  T.      " 

Andrewa,  Thomaa  E.,  HoUiston, 

*AppIeton,  Samuel,  Boston. 

*AppIetoo,  William,    " 

Atwood,  Mra.  Abby,  CkiUhnm. 

Atwood,  John  W.,  AbrCA  Bridgeieater. 

Babcock,  Mra.  Nancy,  Boston. 

Babcock,  Rev.  William  R.,  Jnmniea  PUin. 

Babeon,  Miaa  Maria  R.,  Oloucostor. 

Bacon,  Jacob,  ** 

Bacon«  Rev.  Jaraea  M.,  Essex. 

Bacon,  Joaeph  N.,  M'swton. 

Baker,  Mn.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  Dorchester. 

Baker,  Francia,  South  Danvers. 

Ball,  Miaa  EliMbeth,  Concord. 

Barber,  Mra.  Elixa  A..  South  Danvers. 

Barber,  Martin,  Sherbom. 

Barber,  Rev.  William  M.,  South  Danvers. 

Bardwell,  Lieai.  Charlea  S.,  H'Aote/y. 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brighton. 

Barnard,  WiUiam  F.,  Marlboro.' 

•Bamea,  WiUiam,  " 

Barnea,  Zilpab,  HsHmker,  A".  H. 


Barrett,  Nathan  il<,  Concord. 

Barrett,  Miaa  Rebecca  M.        ** 

Bartlett,  Thomai,  Boston. 

Baaaett,  Henry,  JVewfom. 

Batchelder,  John  M.,  Holluton. 

Batehelor,  Stopben  F.,  frhUinsvUU. 

*Bayley,  Robert,  Mwburjfport. 

Beal,  Alexander,  Boston. 

Beal,  Mrs.  Louisa,  Cohassst. 

Beane,  Rev.  Samuel,  Mhrton. 

Beebe,  Jamea  M.,  Boston* 

Beebe,  Mra.  Jamea  M.  ** 

Beobe,  Cbarloe  E.  " 

Boebe,  Francli  L.  " 

Bnebe,  Edward  P.  *' 

Heebe,  Emily  B.  " 

Boebe,  Mary  L.  " 

Beecher,  Rev.  William  H.,  JVe.  BrookJLsld. 

Belknap,  Mua  Martha  M.,  Framingham. 

Benson,  Frederick  A.,  Jfewton. 

Blanchard,  Miss  Frances  C,  Oroton. 

Bliaa,  Rev.  Charlea  R.,  South  Reading. 

Biias,  Mrs.  Charlea  R.  ** 

Blodgett,  Benjamin  C,  JVewCen. 

niodgett,  Simeon,  Sffuth  DesrJMd. 

Blood,  Cyrua,  fVinchestsr. 

Blood,  layman,  Oroton. 

Bod  well.  Rev.  Joseph  C,  Wokurn. 

Bodwell,  Mrs.  Catharine,         ** 

-*Rond,  George,  Boston. 

Bowers,  Luke  K.  ** 

Bowers,  Mrs.  Cara  II.     ** 

Brackett,  James,  Qiu'ncy. 

Bracket!,  Lemuel,     ** 

'^Braman,  Rev.  Isaac,  Oeorgetewn. 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  Reading. 

Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  Southboro*. 

Brewer,  Cyrus,  Dorchester. 

Brewer,  Mrs.  C.  F.,  Boston. 

Brewer,  John  R.  " 

Kriekett,  Franklin,  Havorhill. 

Briggi,  Rev.  William  T.,  Princeton. 

Rriggs,  Mrs.  Abby  L. 

*Bronifield,  Elisabeth,  Boston. 

*  Brooke.  Peter  C.  *' 

Brooks,  Peut  C. 
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BrowD,  Mn  Harriet  L.,  Botlon. 

Brown,  JoMph,  OroUm. 

Browa,  Mr*.  Marj  O.,  HmvtrkUl, 

Bneklin,  Simon  8.,  Br^oklins, 

Bnlkley,  Mrs.  Catliarioa  F.,  Orol9n. 

Burga,  Lorenso,  Boston. 

Burr,  Charlaa  C,  Jiubwmdmlo, 

Barraf  e,  J.  C,  Boston. 

Bnrrili,  Henry,  Jr.,  E*ol  JtHngton. 

Bnab,  Hanry  J.,  WatJUli, 

Bntlar,  Rev.  Daniel,  BoUon. 

Botler,  Mra.  Jane  D.      •* 

Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  W—t  Cmkridgt. 

Cady,  Mra.  Harriet  8.  ^ 

Capen,  Mri.  Charie*,  Framingkmm, 

Capron,  William  C,  Uibridgo. 

Carleton,  George  H.,  Hovorhill. 

Carpenter,  Catharine  E.,  Foxboro\ 

Carpenter,  Daniel,  ** 

Carpenter,  Edion,  '* 

Carter,  Eldward,  Andovor. 

Cary,  George  C,  JV.  Bridgewotor. 

Carj,  Mrs.  Mary  D.,  Fozboro'. 

Chandler,  Mi«a  Franoea  £.,  Jimdovor. 

Cliapin,  Caleb  T.,  fThitinoviUo, 

Chaae,  Ann  Maria,  Hnerkill. 

Chaae,  George  8.  " 

Chaae,  Heseliiah,  Lfp^n, 

Chaae,  Robert,  HaverkilL 

Child,  Miaa  Anna  6.,  SpHngJUld. 

Child,  Miia  Lucy,  Thtford,  Vt. 

Ghildi,  Carlos,  Honnikor,  J^.  H. 

Childi,  Horace,  >* 

Choate,  David,  M.  D.,  Saiaaii 

*Clap,  Jaroea,  Dorekeoter. 

Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Boston. 

Clapp,  Jamea  B.  '* 

Clapp,  John  C.  '* 

Clark,  Rev.  Edward  L.,  JVb.  BridgtWiUsr, 

Clark,  Etbridge,  Eost  Medwoy. 

Clark,  George,  Concord, 

Clark,  James  G.,  Andovtr. 

Clark,  John  L.,  Andovtr. 

Clark,  Jonathan,  fVinekester. 

Clark,  Rev.  Joseph  B.,  Yarmoutk. 

Clark,  Mrs.  Miranda  D.,  Boston. 

Clark,  Miss  Nelly,  Sksrbom. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.,  fVinekestor. 

Clark,  Rev.  P.  K.,  Soutk  DesrJlsU. 

Clark,  Rufus  W.,  D.  D.,  Albany,  A*.  Y. 

Clarke,  Mrs.'Adelisa  IL,  Medway. 

Clarke,  Rev.  Dorus,  fFsUhnm. 

Clarke,  Francis,  HaosrkUl. 

Clarke,  George  E.,  Falmuutk. 

Clary,  M  to.  8.  8.,  Warekam, 

Cfeavoland,  Waldo,  Sautk  DsorJitU. 

Clifford,  WyaU  B.,  CkMlksan. 

Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  JVkwCaii  Cemar. 


Cobb,  Jacob,  AHngtou. 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Andsmor. 

•Cobb,  Richard,  Boston. 

*Codman,  Charlee  R.         ** 

Codman,  Mrs.  Catharine,  " 

Colby,  Albert,  •' 

Colby,  Barak,  Honniktr,  A".  H. 

Cole,  Asa,  fF'sst  Medwny. 

Cole,  Misa  Ella  A.,  Mtdwmy. 

Coon,  Horace,  WoHam, 

Cook,  Aaa,  ^owton. 

Onolidge,  Rev.  Amoi  H^  Lsicsstsr, 

Coolidf  e,  Joseph,  Boston, 

Coolidge,  Lowell,     ^ksrkom, 

Coolidf e,  Mra.  Catharine,  ** 

Copp,  Mrs.  Fedora  F.,  CkoUom. 

Cooaena,  Benlah  F.,  JVaicCeii  Csnirs. 

Cowdry,  Robert,  Wincksster. 

CraAa,  Mra.  Barah  P.,  Atnotow. 

Crosby,  Jamea,  Boston. 

Croaby,  Mra.  Rebecca,    " 

Croikahanks,  George,  Si.  Joknsknrff  FL 

Curtis,  Abner,  East  Akington. 

Coshman,  George  H.,  Jforth  Bridgtwatsr. 

Cutter,  Stephen,  Winekostor. 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.       ** 

Dakin,  Thomaa  L.,  Sudburif. 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Rooding, 

*Dana,  Samuel,  Boston,- 

Dana,  Charlea  B.,  BrooklUu. 

Dane,  John  H.  " 

Daniell,  Mra.  Elisa  B.,  E,  Mtdway. 

Daniell,  Otia,  Boston. 

Davis,  Alvah  M.,  HavtrkilL 

Davis,  James,  Boston, 

Davis,  John,  Metkntn. 

Davis,  Lydia  K.,  Tyngsborongk, 

Davis,  Rev.  Perley  B.,  Skaron. 

Davis,  Thaddeua  Uriah,  fVos^f^n-d. 

Day,  Robert  L.,  M'tuton. 

Dickson,  Oliver,  ScmsrvUlt. 

Dickson,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  ** 

Denham,  Rev.  George,  Cktlsta. 

Denham,  Mrs.  Clara  D.    *• 

Dickerman,  Rev.  Lysander,  ffsymoulk. 

Dix,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Boston. 

Dix,  Samuel  F.,  JVawCoa. 

Dodd,  Rev.  Stephen  G.,  £«<  Randolpk. 

Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Harvard, 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Ann  S.      ** 

Dodge,  Mrs.  J.  M.  C,  Andsnor, 

Doggett,  Rev.  Thos.,  Jfiagara  Falls,  A*,  T. 

Doggett,  Mra.  Francea  L.        " 

Dogsett,  Willibm,  ** 

*Dorr,  John,  Boston. 

*Dow,  Joaiab,    ** 

•Dowae,  Edward,  Dtdkam, 

•Dowse,  EliMbeth  R.  L.,  Sktktn. 
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tMler,  P.  W.,  mWKMiU*. 

tlunliiin,  ChtrU  ri.,  (TiuiMv. 
DbdUP.  SmiiMt,  S-vU  DttrJ^U. 


n„n«,EJ».rdlL,««««. 

Flojnl,  Hi.  M»T  J.,  fcirtk  IXuHn 

Douh,  EliaWih  »,    " 

•F«tf,T(iom..A.,  ««o». 

£.(.t.Wllli»».  *-«»». 

F«d,Th™.  A.,  AW**  **(,-«,. 

FoTd,M«.EIi«<;. 

Bum,  W«rtn,  n'i(».«/Mii. 

F<.*dick,Chutei,Or<toii. 

E..lbB»,  Rt.  E...  M.Blon,  D.  D.,B-««. 

FMitk,Fted*ili>k,    - 

E.I-,  !!«.*=■,  &,««<**«*.«. 

FMdiet,  KoK, 

Euoo,  EI»B,  nwUiirhiii. 

P<»lli>t,Su.a*IW.  " 

EawD,  JliH  Mirtht  VV.,  nuUmi- 

rg«lick.lUHlUrT,  » 

EUM,  wmiim,  »«<«. 

FiHUr,  H...  Aaron.  E.  C4<rInH>L 

E.(«,wmiuJ.,  nNta*'. 

FMar,  HiH  EUu  C,  K^mUf. 

rctuK.m^muj.ivmm^ 

Ednrd.,  Hart.  F. 

F™«ti„  JI.1.  iuni.1 8,  n««. 

Edwinli,  Snbttt  B.                 " 

Fr«l.ln(h.,n,  A.  T„  OniM^.. 

Bdw>i<i,NiUHiiF.                 ■■ 

F.rte>,  B*..  D»tel  I.,  Mm... 

Ed«.d<,8lbkTlB. 

Furt>«.lln.M>riiB. 

Edwaidi,  VIcut  B.                   ■■ 

GiJ.,  B,,,  H-.fceil.M,  Km»,M. 

•Oilt,  Ml*.  WikaOiM,       " 

a.l.,jD.tiaEd.>nl.,        « 

•Eli(*,e«.».lA.  " 

£11.,  Urt.  ElliilMlh  W.,  ONrlim.  O. 

Girniu,  b>.  Edaaad  Y.,  jrUUv> 

•Elotll,  Baton,  A>««|. 

BiHnoD,J>»>b,Jr.,JrMi>c 

E».™«,M,.,J.cob, 

G>mtta,M..TBpri.,, 

•flibto,  Mb.  M.,,,  B„i„. 

En-r,.  Hn.  Buitrt,  AWt*  Wtmimlk. 

Giltoil,  BdijumioK    " 

En«r».  Hn.  M.ry,  CMtos. 

Giln,  M...  Ml,,  ■1),.^,  OlncfUr. 

K»r«>,£d—i.l,fi«ui>. 

Oilman,  Ml.  B.to«*  1.,  Br«4fM. 

¥.i.b.=k.,  eUph.., 

C«d>rt,  11.  A-iiotu.  rAillwilta. 

■fira—otlh,  Mf..  AUI.  Or.l«. 

tiordai>.Bo1«»gJ..  AM... 

rur,All.A.,Jf«*«. 

Oardai,  Hn.IMMeu,'' 

G«d«,Jcu.K 

Pij,  C,™.  »rMlfc«.'. 

0«l^J.R..««.,«rt. 

F.T,J«i.hC../7-l-t.»l-* 

■a™t.  HOM.,  AUM. 

F.,.,™il.«,MiMS.W    WM^: 

•Gnj.Fr.iieL.C.  " 

Pwiiif,  Albeil      -S„(,-. 

FwlDi,  M...  Alto,,, 

F.thoi.iriu  Eliin.JfxfBq. 

fir.,,Jol»a 

Phhoi,  MiH«  M.,  J(Wi«»  »'a(«i. 

a.»l.,.IU*.Ed..nl  «..««*».. 

GMl.,.  M«.  Edwiid  H. 

Fi..,D.iiH.UD.D.,  ^Mii*. 

Gn<i.,l...J.B.C.,A>.Kn. 

Fil.,l«™.H«Ml.aD.    " 

Fi..,D»i.l,J.. 

•(;.— .Jnhn,fl«(n,. 

Fiu,  Diiih>l  F.                   " 

FIiihKii,  JoHph,  HttwkiU. 

r\tuhn,  Ephnin  B.,  (F/kilinnilh. 

Ftaleb..,  H...  I.  C. 

Htll,  Mn.  J<»ph  r.,  OrMM. 

R.Uh«,I«cW„ttw. 

HuHBOod,  B«.  W.  B.,  JbrrinilU,  X.  T 
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fUrding,  Mn.  Teinpwftnea,  CkMtkmm. 

Uardwick,  ThomM,  Q«iiMy. 

Hartwall,  Lottie  E.,  OrtUn, 

Hardy,  Tinman,  Mumtkuter. 

Hastings,  Alice,  JftmionmiU^. 

Hastings,  HulJis,  Prmmngkam, 

*Hatoh,  Benjamin,  Eatt  Fatmemtk. 

Hawas,  Cyaihia,  IVmtkmm. 

Hawea,  Julia,  " 

Hayward,  Elias,  Brmintre§. 

Hayward,  Paal,  Jttkbff, 

Hasel,  Mra.  Sarah  I«,  CfUue$Hmr. 

Headley,  Rev.  P.  C,  Botunu 

Healy,  Rev.  Joseph  W.,  WtifU, 

Heard,  John,  fy»wick, 

Hersey,  Jacob,         Foshtro*. 

Hewins,  Mrs.  Aonetu  P.  «< 

Hewins,  I^vi  R.  <• 

*Higgineoo,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boftea. 

Hildieth,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  QroUm. 

*Uill,  Henry,  Boston. 

Hill,  Jotham,  Wobmrn. 

Hitchcock,  Greorge  M.,  BrimfioU. 

Hobson,  Miss  Priseilla,  JtMsley. 

Holland,  Miss  Sarah  E.,  BoHon, 

Holm,  Jacob  P.,  Mancksster. 

^Holmes,  Abiel,  D.  O.,  Camhridga. 

Holmes,  Mise  filiaabeth  A.,  Bolvidero,  lU. 

Holmes,  Mrs.  Fanny  D.,  South  PlymotOk. 

Homer,  Charles  W.,  C*mbridgt, 

Hooker,  George  B.,  Skeriom, 

Hooper,  Robert,  Booton. 

Hoppin,  Rev.  James  M.,  ^^w  Hawcw,  Cl. 

Hosmer,  Min  Eliza,  Concord, 

Hovey,  George  O.,  BoHon. 

How,  Frederick,  Danvtro, 

*How,  James,  Boston. 

*iloMre,  John,        •* 

Howes,  Collins,  Chntknm, 

Howard,  Cary,  Jfortk  Bridgswatsr. 

Howard,  David,  ** 

Hoyt,  Mrs.  Maria,  Framingkam. 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  Charles  A.,  Concord, 

Holbert,  Charles,  Boston. 

Humphrey,  Daniel,  JVortA  Wtywumtk. 

Hurd,  Francis  P.,  M.  0.,  South  Bonding. 

Hotehins,  Caroline  M  ,  n'sstford, 

Hutchins,  Maria  J.  <* 

Hntchins,  William  E.  «' 

^Hyslop,  David,  Boston. 

Jackman,  Mrs.  Susan  M.,  Msdtoof/. 

Jackson,  James,    Boston, 

•Jackson,  Patrick  T.  " 

Jeflries,  Miss  Catharine  Amory,  J^Ceii. 

JephsoD,  Miss  C.  R.,  Brooklino. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Emma  E.,  Bndf^^ 

Johnson,  Peter  R.,  HMkUn, 

Johnaon,  Hha  RebecM,  AbrCA  Jtndovtr, 


Johnson,  Mre.  S.  W.,  Fmmingtmi,  JV.  H. 

Jones,  Augustas  T.,  ^^otih  Bridgtwnttr. 

Jones,  Henry  B.,  JKoiliefeit. 

Joy,  Mrs.  Abigail,  Beaten. 

Keep,  N.  C.  " 

Keith,  Adelbert  P.,  CaaqMUe. 

Keith,  Albert,  « 

Keith,  Arsa  B.  <« 

*Keith,  Chariot,  JVerCA  Bridgnmor, 

Keith,  Ziba  C,  CmmpsUo, 

Kendall,  Mrs.  Abel  M.,  Bo§t0n. 

Kendall,  William,  JP%Uintvaio, 

Kendrick,  John,  HmvtrhiU, 

Kendriek,  Mn,  Lydia  F.,  Chathmm, 

Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Fbxboro*. 

Kerr,  Jane  K.  " 

Kettelle,  Jacob  Q.,  Bestpii. 

Kimball,  Benjamin,  9d,  Hnw^rkUl. 

Kimball,  Rev.  Caleb,  Mtdwmy. 

Kimball,  David,  Brmifwrd. 

Kimball,  Mn.  Sylvia,  fr§tthoro\ 

Kingman,  Miss  Eliza,  Boston, 

Kingman,  Miss  Sarah,     *< 

Kingsbury,  Nathaniel, 

Kittredge,  Rev.  A.  E.,  &ra  Pnneiseo,  Cml. 

*Knowles,  Rev.  James  D.,  Boston. 

Knox,  Mrs.  S.,  Rock  Island^  III 

Lambert,  Miss  Elizabeth  O.,  Rowley. 

Lambert,  Rev.  Thomas  R.,  CAar<««faion. 

Lamson,  Edwin,    Boston, 

Lamson,  Mrs.  Edwin,  ** 

Lamson,  Helen,  " 

Lane,  Anthony,  Lancaster. 

Lane,  Rev.  John  W.,  fFhatelf. 

Lane,  Richmond  J.,  East  jSHngton. 

Langworthy,  Rev.  Tsaao  P.,  Chelsea. 

Larkin,  Lydia  E.,  Chester^  Jf.  R, 

Lasell,  Joeiah,  jSuhumdale. 

Laurie,  Inglb,  Owatoaae,  Minnesota, 

^Lawrence,  Amoe,  Boston, 

Ijawrenee,  Rev.  Amos  £.,  Ltauastsr. 

Lawrence,  Asa,  Oroton, 

*Lawrenee,  Mrs.  M.  A.     ** 

Lawrence,  Curtis,  ** 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Curtis,     ** 

Lawrence,  Miss  Susan  F.,  Oroton. 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Nancy  T.,  Wilum,  Me, 

Ijoach,  Simeon,  Stonghton, 

Leavitt,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  O.,  Boston, 

Lee,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  JVbrCik  Bridgewater. 

liceds,  Benjamin,  Broeklina, 

Leeds,  Benjamin,  Jr.    ** 

I.<eeds,  Mn.  Anne  B.     " 

Leeds,  Miss  Anno  G.    ** 

Lees,  Mrs.  Samuel,  CsNcortf. 

Le(kvoor,  Israehar,  Btmerlf, 

Leland,  Calvin,  Jr^  MMek, 

I^eonaxd,  EHza, 


Lmunl,  Janwi  U.,  BrUgtmHtT. 

Lpirli,  BeubKn,  OrUtm. 

Lionlii,  Ba'.  Cililn,  Aiiif  *■■■■ 

Liaeoln,  P.  W.,  Jr.,  £»!«. 

I.ImoId,  Ni»Ii, 

LUll>,  Bn.  ElbtU|>  G.,  Ak.  MMlOtrt'. 

Lilllt,  Wildo  r.,  AVBleit  CdUn. 

r.illJa,  Williu  A. 

Liieimara,  tieoigo,  C*iii>rM(t. 

•Locke,  Bptitiim,  £«unt. 

Lo^ii,  Rdi.  Elibn,  IMIItUn, 

Uni,  John  A.,  jgut  JJiHJirri. 

Lotd,  I^nilii  C,  Jhu*HUr. 

Larldf,  UkH  Hunah  W.,  AkXaR  Ontrt. 

'Lswelt,  Ckiitsi,  D.  D,,  BtMUm. 


SiT.O«iia, 

sau.. 

.  Rut.  eiulili 

T--.!!..- 

I,  ««•,/.,«/. 

e,Ea«.fJw 

»r.»~Ti. 

,MrtM..5P 

Or^at^ 

Huih,  B-  J..  Ordn. 

Mink,  »iM  Jutii  H.,  /finrtUJ. 

H«rn>Td,  Hit.  JiHbg<i  I^  £ut  DtmglaM. 
•Munun,  Wim.li.,  B»l«i. 
*MoKhii,  Wl Ilium. 
MoK»op,ri.ile(w.J-il.™r. 


Ntwisu,  Hbi  Sink  A., 
Nicholi,  JiBMB.,ir«M 
Niiholi,  HoMi, 
Mglitianl*.  Ba>.  Cnwii 


OdllB,  Mn.  E.T.  " 

Ord1n7.AanDU.Alna  TttkM 
Ordoaj,  Mia  Chadelta,  Brt^fi 
Oiboina,  Gi:il<t>  F-,  Soiuk  nanv 
Oi|i»il,  II,  n,,  Vt.lJ.icilff. 
Puktid,  R«>.  D.  I'anpli-,  Stnxn 
Pukiid,  Edward  C.JVorli  fini'i 

Packard,  Zibeun.  .^flim^rln. 
Pai|a,  Oagri*  R.,  fftw  3al«. 
Paine,  Mn.  Birah  H.,  HMn. 


Mr,  Mra.  Paany  I.,  StHwm. 
ler,  Mn.  Marr  R.,  Htrdtk 
ler,Un.B.E.,Rgct;iIeii 
1,  BsfH,  Orawa. 


Maaal;,  EJwii.J  -S.,  .Vt-luTpi^I, 
Uoraan,  Waller  B.,  Cliii'rp'i- 
Maniar,  It<>.  Tliaoilere  T.,  Hmri 


ink,  Ker.  Haary  J.,  Wart  JVaMaa. 
ick,  Hia.  Martha  L. 
»,Willanl,  rulMV. 
grion,  David  IL.JftUan. 


Hsna]>,Hra.JaliaB. 


Paarac 

a.  Mi..  Ma 

nail  J.,  Ltmll. 

Packh 

.».  Hubbai 

,  /■<im»a«. 

P»it» 

R.r,  Btad 

«.a  K.,  HarJ.w 

A-.Y 

Parki 

I.E.  ^.J*- 

rltJtiJJllW. 

Parkiai,JairDaIl 

•Park 

r.     •• 

•P.rkiaa,Tliaiaa 

H.  " 
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Perry,  Mim  Catharine  H.,  Skerbom. 
*Peterf,  Edward  D.,  B»»t0n. 
Pettee,  Miu  Eliza  J.,  Foxban*, 
Pettee,  Sainnel  GardDer,  Stamgkttm, 
Phillipe,  Aloozo  P.,  South  Dunvtrt* 
*PhilliiM,  Jonathan,  Ba$Un, 
Phillipe,  Mri.  Sally,     «* 
*Phillipe,  William,      " 
Pickard,  Rer.  Daniel  W.,  OrovelMnd, 
Pickerinf ,  H.  W.,  Boston. 
Pierce,  Rev.  Charlae  H^  MiUbury. 
Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  Jfe^or^ 
Pike,  Rev.  John,  Rowlty. 
Plumb,  Rev.  Albert  H.,  Chilsea, 
Plumb,  Joaeph  Dart,  ** 

Pluroer,  Mre.  Martha  EL,  Rovlef, 
Plummer,  firael,  JUkitiiuffiUe. 
Pond,  Almira  W.,  South  Maiden. 
Pond,  John  P.,  Boston. 
Pond,  Mn.  Naney,  M$du>ay, 
Pond,  William  E.,  IVronihnm. 
Poor,  Joseph,  South  Danvero. 
Poor,  Nathan  H.    *' 
Porter,  Samoel  8.,  IVineketttr. 
Pratt,  Cornelius,  M'orth  IftyatMUA. 
Pratt,  Galen,  M'orth  BriigewoUr, 
Pratt,  Galen  E.         «* 
Pratt,  Norton,  Brointrto. 
Pratt,  Phebe.  Skerhorn. 
Pratt,  Zebulon,  J^ortk  Middloboro\ 
*i'rescoit,  Wflliam,  BoHon. 
'"'Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  QoorgUomn. 
Prince,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.,  BridgtwoUr, 
Proctor,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.,  Olouctattr. 
Proctor,  Thorndike,  South  Danvero. 
Uuincy,  Thomas  D.,  Dorcheeter. 
duincy,  Mrs.  J.  C.  '* 

Rankin,  Mrs.  Mary  B.,  Lowell. 
Read,  Miss  Martha,  Eael  JtbingUm. 
Reed,  Miss  Caroline  G.,  Haverhill, 
Rc<>d,  Horace,  South  Ahington. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Agnes  L.,  Booton. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C,  Lawrence. 
Rico,  Mrs.  Henry  A.  " 

Rice,  Miss  M.  Augusta,  ffeetboro*. 
Rich,  Rev.  Alonzo  B.,  Bever/y. 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  Judson,  Dorcheeter. 
Richards,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  LiUhfield^  Cl. 
Richards,  James  P.,  CampcUo. 
Richardson,  Benjamin  P.,  Boeten. 
Richardson,  Lather,  ffncheeter. 
Richardson,  Miss  Sarah  E.,  Concord. 
Richardson,  Sumner,  tVincheeler, 
*Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boeton. 
Robbins,  Andrew,  Oroton, 
Robbins,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Boeton. 
*Robbins,  Edward  H.  «• 

Roberts,  Rer.  Jacob,  Eaet  Mtdecay. 
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Roberts,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  Eok  Mtdmof. 

Robinson,  Charles  W.,  jtuiumdale, 

Robinson,  H.  W.,  Mlorth  Bridgewater. 

Robinson,  Bav.  Reuben  T.,  Winekeeter. 

Rockwood,  John,  Oroton. 

Rockwood,  Miss  Polly  8.,  jSehland. 

*Rogers,  George,  BoMon. 

^Rogers,  Rer.  William  M.       «« 

Rogers,  Shubael  O.  ** 

Russell,  Sarah  J.,  Framingheim. 

Ryder,  MarietU,  Chatham. 

Banford,  Mrs.  Adeline  D.,  Midway  yUlage. 

BaflTord,  Rev.  George  B.,  Burlington^  Ft. 

^Salisbury,  Samuel,  Boeton. 

Sargent,  Lucius  M.       ** 

Sargent,  Samuel  G.,  Methuen. 

Sawtell,  Mrs.  Ephraim,  Oroton, 

Sawyer,  Seth  C,  £.  Randolph. 

^Scudder,  Charles,  Boeton. 

Bcudder,  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  ** 

Seaver,  A.  W.,  JVorCMoro*. 

Seeley,  Rev.  Raymond  H.,  Haverhill. 

Seeley,  Mrs.  Fanny  B.  " 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.,  Boeton. 

Shattuck,  Andrew,  Oroton. 

Shaw,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Boeton, 

Sheldon,  Rev.  Luther  H.,  JFeetboro\ 

Sheldon,  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  " 

Shiverick,  Miss  Maiia  L.,  Campello. 

*Sigourney,  Andrew,  Boeton. 

Sigourney,  Henry,  " 

Skillings,  David  N.,  WincheeUr. 

«Slaek,  Ruggles,  Boeton. 

Slaflcr,  Rev.  Edmund  F.,  Boeton 

Small,  Samuel  A.,  Millbury. 

Small,  Mrs.  Sumner,  JVswCoa  Centre. 

Smith,  Albert  W.,  Brookline. 

Smith,  .Mrs.  Lucy  Jane,    " 

Smith,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  PeppertiL 

Smith,  Mrs.  Hattie,  Otouceeter. 

Smith.  Rev.  Matson  M.,  Bridgeport,  Ct. 

Smith,  Mr«.  Matson  M.  ** 

Smith,  Normiin,  Oroton. 
I    Smith,  Richard,  South  Danvere. 
'■    Smith,  Mrs.  Charlotte,   ** 
'    '^Smith,  Samuel,  Boeton. 
'■    Smith,  Mrs.  Sarah,  jfrnioosr. 

Smith,  Warren  N.,  fThitinevUle. 

Swirt,  Miss  Lottie  H.,  jSndover. 
'    Snow,  Mrs.  Caroline,  M'ewton  Comer. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Mark,  Chatham. 

Soule,  Henry  M.,  South  Ahington. 

Soutligato,  Rev.  Robert,  Ipewich. 

Southgate,  Mrs.  Mary  Francos,  ipewich. 

Spooncr,  W.  B.,  Boeton. 

Spring,  Mrs.  Adela  C,  fFkilinsvUle. 

Staey,  Albert,  Comcord. 

Stebbins,  Rev.  Milan  C,  Lamtaeter, 


BIKMH,  Hn.  B.  H. 


Sunt,  Hartkt  A^  JAatn  Ciiur*. 


Htanll,  Cjn*  A.,  8mt  Durfli. 
Otnai,  K».  J.  G„  Sb  Ovlw,  JUsui 
Buaof,  Hn.  J.  C.  "  " 


T«k,  Eo-  Alti*n  K.jnUtn. 
ThI*.  Hn.  Conwlli  C.    " 
Taapto,  Maik  M.,  JtM^jti/. 


»,Mn.Aa«B.,iW<''"*- 

ir,  HlH  CtJIM*  C.,  jaMtif. 
•I,  John,  " 


TllKlhH,  Wllliu 


Tl,.,= 

Aaian,5r«i 

TUjm 

E-p-fi. 

n,j. 

I'*, 

TI..T. 

Tl»r.f 

B».J.H*i<r7 

Th.,. 

Hn.  Miitlii 

Th.,. 

Olinr, 

ThompiDD.  Gt«ia  IL,  AWI*  AriifiMU 

Thunun,  S-'i.  Hirhi.d  B.,  fTiUjtsK. 
TolniD.BiT,  Riebird,  Tnbturf. 
Tolnu,  Est.  BuidsI  H.,  tr^mimgitn. 

Tomy,  JuMi,  M*rtk  tftfrnHtk, 

Trawbridgs,  Jin.  Ah,  BriftlDiL 
Tuekfl,  R».  Elijah  ^\'  ,  LiHtrn,  a. 
Tnelut,  Mil.  lUniuh  \V. 
Tqeker,  Jhh,        JViJtn. 
Tucker,  Sjllnn,  " 

TnekH,  Un.  Nuhu,  " 
TnckH,  Wllllui,  DircAwUr. 
T*ckH,  tVIIUu  W.,  &«<•■. 


Tafti,  Ckulv,  .AUnv. 

Tuuk,  U<H  Btnb,    » 
Tullk,  ThMU  Sh  Uultum. 
T»ich(II,  Jokiii  M.,  HSuUmg. 

tjDdeihill,  V>T.  Jobn  W.,  JK  .f 


WilH,  MjK  MniT  Ann,  AsHm. 
W>lk«,  HiH  FiuM  A.,  SlMrkl 
VCnlkv,  JokB  a,  £«t  Miian- 


Wiiitj,  auHJ  H.      " 

tVird,  AiUou, 
WuJ,8iUnT.,  mailHtv. 

'ilttua,  a«U  DurJUt. 


I  w! 


Winan,  Mn.  DiisUn  A.,  !«■■. 
Wirnn,  Hn.  H.rii,  Gr^lM. 
•Witna,  N*li*iiii4l>,  «n. 


Waodall,  Hn.  Cnthtiio.,  Shuk, 

VTbHlor,  Hill  Abb,  P.,  Cnttri. 

I     Whluwnb,  Lt.ii,  EtM  Rmmialfi 

•WblUsocnb,  Siabm.Ir.  " 

I    WbiteoBb,  Hn.  Abb,  F.      " 

Whftcomb,  Hn.  LoDfu  D.     " 


'    WbHa.Mn.U(ri 


I  WMiin,  Hn.CalbtriiMH. 

,  Wliiliti,Jiiii«P. 

I  Wkltla,  Hn.  Pillanu  H. 

:  Whioa,  rui. 

I  Whllls,  Hn.  Buali  J. 
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Whitin,  Mrs.  Sarah  R.,  WkiHfuyfille. 

Whitman,  ChariM,  LowM, 

Whitmanh,  Mary,  South  JiHngton. 

Whitney,  ChariM  H.,  Pitchkurg, 

Whitney,  Don  8.,  South  Qratou. 

Whitney,  Helen  J.,  Suno, 

Whitney,  Israel,  Bogton, 

Whitney,  Mn.  Perroelia  V.,  Ptt§r§hmm. 

Whitney,  Richard  D.,  MuhuA,  Jf,  H. 

Whitney,  Mrt.  Buianna,  Rutluud, 

*Wigf lesworth,  Thomae,  BttBU* 

Wilbur,  Joeeph,  Tvumtnu 

WiU,  Daniel,  BoHvu. 

Wilder,  Hattie,  Stow, 

Willeox,  BeT.  WiUtam  H.,  H—ding, 

Williame,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  WhUiuauOU, 

WiUiaroi,  S.  H.,  Foxhoro*, 

Wilton,  Rev.  Thomas,  Stamghtvn. 

Winilow,  Pelham,  Eual  Jtkington. 


Wittthrop,  Robert  C,  BtUm. 
^Winthfop,  Thomat  U    ** 
Witbington,  Otb,  AreeUtet. 
Woleot^  William,  SmAk  DmkV9n. 
Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  SuUou, 
Wood,  Mrs.  Abijah,  WutberoK 
Wood,  Eliiabelh  C,  FoxhonI'. 
Wood,  Mrs.  E.  S.,  WhUinnaU, 
Wood,  Mrs.  Samuel  F.,  Chslm^flnd. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Susan,  Orottm, 
Woods,  Miss  Abbie  Wheeler,  JHUisii. 
Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Bsstem. 
Woods,  Samuel  H.  ** 

Woodward,  Ebenezor,  Jflnntm. 
Woodward,  Miss  Emily,  Jf^Um  U,  Fulh. 
•Worthington,  William,  Be«Ce«. 
Wyman,  Charles,  Lanctuttr, 
Wymao,  William  O.,  FUehkurg. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Beoeipta  flrom  Maj  1,  1863,  to  Maj  1»  1864. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street,          .        .  $  145  03 

**           "           Rer.  Mr.  Alden,  Broadwaj,      ...  97  22 
«           «           B«Y.  Messrs.  Blagden  and  Manning,  Old 

South 108  22 

•«           ••           Dr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon,         ...  97  68 

"           "           Dr.  Robbins,  Second  Church,    ...  108  00 

"           "           Dr.  Stone,  Park  Street 186  60 

«       Tremont  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,    .        .  25  17 

«*       Mrs.  Nancj  Atkinson, 3  00 

"       Mrs.  M.  C.  Dimick, 10  00 

*<       Mrs.  Benjamin  R.  Gilbert,  (1  l.  m.)  .        .        .        .  20  00 

**       Miss  C.  A.  Jeffries,  (1  bal.  for  1  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.)  .        .  6  00 

«       North  Street  Mission 1  00 

«       A  friend,  |t25;  do.  |t3 ;  do.  |t2;  do.  (2;  do.  |t2 ; 
do.  $1 ;  do.  (1  L.  M.  ▲.  B.  s.)  |t30 ;  a  poor  widow, 

50c.; 65  50 

Chelsea,  Walnut  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,     .        .  33  33 

«        Mount  Bellingham  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,      .  13  00 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


If 


«f 


<* 


Andover,  Chapel  Congregation,      .        .        .        , 
Old  South  Chiurch  and  Society,  (3  l.  k.) 
North  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  (1  l.  k.) 
Free  Church,  $13  60 ;  John  Smith,  (1  l.  m.)  |t20  ; 

Beverly,  Dane  Street  Church  and  Society, 

Bradford,  Congregational  Chiurch  and  Society, 

Danvers,  Maple  Street  Chiurch  and  Society,    . 

Essex,  First  Church 

Georgetown,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Gloucester,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
«<  Elm  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


(918  60 

(31  50 

78  55 

30  00 

33  60 

30  87 

65  75 

16  03 

26  58 

46  66 

57  15 

5  70 
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Oroyeland,  Congregational  Church  ^d  Society,     . 
Haverhill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.) 

North  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x 
and  2  l.  x.  a.  r.  s.)     . 


II 


II 

II 


B.  8 


L.  M.) 


II 

II 


.  X.) 


Mrs.  Martha  A.  Mitchell,  deceased,  (1  l.  x.  a 
C.  M.  Kimball,  for  a.  b.  s.      . 
Ipswich,  South  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1 
|t35  73  ;  Mrs.  Ammi  Smith,  $2 ;  . 
**      First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Lynn,  First  Church, 

South  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,   . 
Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society^ 
Manchester,  Society  of  Rer.  F.  V.  Tenney,    . 
Methuen,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l 
Newbury,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

«(        Byfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Newburyport,  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fisk, 

Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell, 
Whitefield    Congregational    Church  and  So 
ciety,  (1  li.  X.  a.  b.  s.) 
Rockport,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1 
Rowley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Salem,  Crombic  Street  Church 

**     South  Church, 

*<     Tabernacle  Church, 

South  Danvers,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Topsfield,  Congregational  Chiurch  and  Society, 
Wenham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


MIDDLESEX  COUNIT. 


II 
II 


L.  X.) 


(13  00 
62  50 

103  17 

)        30  00 

5  00 

37  73 
35  85 
24  55 

4  25 
17  45 
31  66 
68  13 

9  10 

50 

54  81 

39  42 

31  19 
20  00 
41  00 

82  02 
72  64 

83  40 
23  20 
23  05 
14  61 

$  1,340  62 


Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .        .        .  $  54  92 

Billerica,  A  friend, 10  00 

Brighton,  Evan.  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.  a.  b.  8.)  42  07 

Cambridge,  East,  First  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,   .  26  25 

Charlestown,  Winthrop  Church, 76  63 

«*            A  friend, 2  00 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society, 165  00 

Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     ...  7  45 

Framingham,  Hollis  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.)  43  24 

Groton,  Union  Orthodox  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)          .  38  85 

Holliston,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.)  43  35 

Hopkinton,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)  20  00 

Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        ...  9  50 

Lowell,  Appleton  Street  Church 74  20 

*«       High  Street  Church, 27  00 
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Lowell,  Emily  and  Elizabeth  Rogers,  (1  l.  k.  ▲.  b.  b.)  •  •  f  ^^  ^^ 
Hedford,  Sabbath  School  in  the  Society  of  Rer.  Mr.  Manrin, 

Bibles  for  soldiers, 6  60 

Newton,  A  ftiend,  (2  l.  x.) 40  00 

Pepperell,  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    •  6  35 

Beading,  Old  Sonth  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.  ▲.  b.  b.)     .  30  42 

Sherbom,  Female  Beading  and  Benerolent  Society,  (1  l.  x.)  20  00 

Shirley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society 2  23 

Somenrille,  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  24  61 
South  Beading,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.)  48  47 

Townsend,  Orthodox  Congregational  Chiurch  and  Society,      •  11  66 

Waltham,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  18  00 
West  Cambridge,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    140  07 

Westford,  Union  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .        •  4  00 

<*         Mrs.  Lydia  K.  Davis,  (1  l.  x.)       •        •        •        •  25  00 

Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (4  l.  m.)      .  122  75 

$  1,164  52 

WOBCESTER  COUNTY. 

Auburn,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         .  .       $  14  00 

Boylston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       ...  10  00 

Douglas,  East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.x.)  21  14 
Fitohburg,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (4  l.  x.  ▲.  b.  b.)  126  02 
Lancaster,  Evangelical  Congpregational  Church  and  Society, 

(1  L.  X.) 20  00 

Leicester,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)  30  00 

Lunenburg,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  6  40 

Millbury,  First  Church,  (1  l.  x.) 20  00 

"        Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)  29  30 
Northbridge,  Whitinsville,  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (7  l.  x.)    317  50 

"            Rockville, 8  82 

Spencer,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.)  .        .  24  00 

Westboro',  Evan.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   .  51  36 

Worcester,  Central  Church, 59  17 

Winchendon,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,          .  2  73 

$740  44 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst,  East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,               .  10  00 

*«       First  Parish,             20  28 

•*  •*  on  Bible  account,  $39  24. 

North  Hadley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,                .  22  00 

$52  28 
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HAMPDEN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  Jaxbs  Biuswbb,  Springfield^  TV. 

Chicopee,  Third  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  k.  a.  b.  s.) 
Sarah  Jennings,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)     . 
Ethan  Ely,  (1  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  a.)    . 

Longmeadow,  (1  l.  x.  a.,  b.  a.  in  part,) 

Pahner,  Mr.  William  Foster,  deceased,  (1  l.  m.) 

Springfield,  Soath  Church,  (3  l.  m.  ▲.  b.  a.)   . 

Christ  Church,  to  circulate  the  Bible  in  the  Army 
R.  R.  Eastman,  (bal.  1  l.  k.  a.  b.  a.)  . 

Westfield,  N.  T.  Learned,  (for  a.  b.  s.)  ... 

Other  Donations, 

On  Bible  Account,  |tl43  01. 


K 


«« 


(60  00 

7  00 

30  00 

12  00 

30  00 

90  00 

36  32 

20  00 

30  00 

901  59 

$  1,216  91 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  WiLLiAK  Elliot,  Greer^ld,  TV. 

Ashfield,  Congpregational  Church  and  Society, 
Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**        the  late  Miss  Esther  Wing, 
GiU,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Greenfield,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  a.) 

**    •     Second  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  a.) 
Shelbume,  Gent.  Aaaodation,  $25  65 ;  ladies'  do.  $22  56 ; 
South  Deerfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
(bal.  3  L.  M.)        .  • 


South  Deerfield,  Monument  Church, 
Sunderland,  Congpregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Warwick,  Trinitarian  Society,        .... 
Whately,  Congregational  Chiurch  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.) 


Deduct  amount  credited  to  Bible  account,  $75.93 ;  Ex- 
penses, $  12  00  ; 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Braintree,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Brookline,  Harvard  Church, 

**         A  friend, 

Cohasset,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Dedham,  First  Congregational  Chxirch  and  Society, 
Dorchester,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Village  Church, 


7  50 

17  48 

84  22 

1  00 

4  82 

32  36 

44  60 

48  21 

t 

56  00 

13  00 

56  44 

5  25 

20  00 

«« 


$340  33 

87  93 
$252  40 

$30  00 
51  00 
10  00 
16  10 
70  00 
200  21 
40  53 
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Foxboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Societj,  (2  l.  k.) 
Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Societj, 

Medfield,  A  friend, 

Medwaj,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Randolph,  East,  Winthrop  Church  and  Societj,  (1  l.  m 
Roxbury,  Eliot  Church  and  Society, 

**  "  **  on  Bible  account,  $15  00 

Walpole,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Weymouth,  South,  Union  Church  and  Society, 
Wrentham,  Julia  and  Jemima  Hawes,  (1  l.  k.) 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Attleboro',  East  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Taunton,  Winslow  Church  and  Society, 

•<  Sarah  D.  Cook, 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  South,  Miss  Abigail  Keith,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,) 

'«         East,  Church  and  Society  of  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker, 

East  Bridgewater,  A  friend, 

East  and  West  Bridgewater,  Union  Church  and  Society, 

Hingham,  First  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 

Kingston,  Evangelical  Congregational  Sabbath  School, 
Middleboro',  First  Congpregational  Church  and  Society, 
North  Bridgewater,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

«<  Porter  Evan.  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  k.) 

Plymouth,  South  Cong.  Chiurch  and  Society,  (1.  l  m.) 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

"Mr,  JoHx  MuNBOB,  TV. 

Barnstable,  Centrcyille,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

«<  Coutuitport,  $5  10  ;  Capt.  A.  Childs,  $10  00 ;      . 

Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Falmouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
North,  Rey.  L.  Wheaton,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)    . 


$50  14 

20  50 

1  00 

28  14 

30  55 

138  83 

15  31 

36  50 

20  00 

$  767  80 

$19  21 

19  45 

1  00 

$39  66 

$10  00 

22  00 

1  00 

15  00 

51  00 

4  00 

.  23  38 

30  50 

75  54 

22  00 

$254  42 


tt 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 

Brattleboro*,  Vt.,  A.  Van  Doom,   .... 
Derry,  N.  H.,  Miss  Abby  Choate,  (bal.  1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  A  friend, 

J.  W.  M 

Portland,  Me.,  Susan  B.  Thacher,  (1  l.  k.)  . 
Thetford,  Yt.,  Miss  Lucy  Child,  (bal.  1  l.  k.) 
Walpole,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Simeon  N.  Perry, 


$10  75 

15  10 

20  82 

25  15 

30  00 

$  101  82 

$5  00 

20  00 

15  00 

3  00 

20  00 

5  00 

200  00 
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New  England  Conference  of  M.  E.  Church,   ....  319  13 
Jacksonville,  HI.,  the  late  Mr.  and  Mn.  J.  Laurie,  (1  l.  k.  : 

1  L.  M.  A.  B.  8.)              60  00 

A  friend, 16  00 

(662  13 
COLLECTIONS. 

Bjf  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Slattbr,  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Sodefy, 

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston, ( 1  00 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Salem 26  10 

St.  Matthew's  Church,  Boston, 20  00 

Grace  Church,  Lawrence, 20  60 

Grace  Church,  Newton  Comer, 13  30 

G.,  Newton  Comer, 60  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 86  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston 440  00 

Emmanuel  Chiurch,  Boston, 468  00 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 608  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Dedham, 47  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline, 166  00 

St.  James'  Church,  Roxbury, 162  96 

St.  Thomas'  Church,  Taunton, 80  00 

Episcopal  Church,  Fitchburg, 10  36 

All  Saints'  Church,  Worcester, 34  00 

Christ  Church,  Plymouth, 6  60 

St.  Thomas'  Chapel,  Somerville, 3  26 

St  Paul's  Church,  Newburyport 60  00 

Christ  Church,  Waltham,        .......  10  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Framingham, 16  60 

Grace  Church,  Boston, 48  76 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Cambridgeport, 19  68 

(2,284  84 
LEGACIES. 

Boston,  Gihnan  S.  Low,  ftoOO,  less  IT.  S.  Tax,  (26,                .  (476  00 

Hayerhill,  Lydia  Appleton,  (100  ;  less  IT.  S.  Tax,  (6 ;          .  96  00 

(670  00 

Annual  subscriptions, 371  00 

Interest  and  dividends, 1,194  60 

Returned  for  books  donated,  • 11  00 

Sales 16,726  68 


Pecuniary  remittcmcet  and  letters  relating  to  the  buiineu  ef  the 
Depotitory,  and  ordera  far  Books,  should  be  addressed  to  8.  T.  Faewbll, 
Agent,  No,  16  Cornhill,  Boston. 

6 


APPENDIX. 


Camp  Meigs,  Rbadville, 

Mat  13,  1864. 
Rev.  D.  Butler, 

Cor,  Sec,  Mas$.  Bible  Sociehf, 

Dear  Brother, — 

Though  you  haye  not  signified  to  me  that  any  formal  report  of  what 
has  been  done  at  this  post,  in  the  work  of  placing  the  Holy  Scriptures 
in  the  hands  of  the  new  recruits  here,  is  required  on  the  part  of  the 
Society  which  you  represent,  it  seems  to  me  that  yon  and  your 
associates  will  be  interested  in  some  more  full  and  definite  statements 
than  I  haye  hitherto  made  in  relation  to  it 

I  haye  indeed  reported  progress  to  yon,  and  to  Mr.  Farwell,  from 
time  to  time,  but  it  has  been  verbally ;  and  now,  as  nearly  all  the 
men  have  gone  to  the  field,  and  are  doing  so  well  the  work  of  soldiers 
there,  it  may  doubtless  be  supposed  that  the  patrons  of  the  Society 
may  like  to  know  what  was  done  for  them  during  the  winter  and 
spring  in  this  particular  field  of  labor. 

Since  I  reported  for  duty  as  Chaplain  of  this  post,  in  December 
last,  there  have  been  recruited  at  this  camp  and  sent  to  the  seat  of 
war  the  following  organizations. 

The  2d  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery,  numbering  about  1,000  men. 

Three  Batteries  of  Light  Artillery,  the  llth,  14th  and  16th,  number- 
ing together  about  468  men. 

One  company  of  Heavy  Artillery,  the  13th  unattached,  numbering 
about  150  men. 

The  1st  and  4th  Regiments  of  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  about  1,200. 

The  5th  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (colored)  about  1,000 
men. 

The  56th,  58th  and  59th  Regiments  of  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of 
which  all  but  the  58th  were  full,  numbering  together  about  2,500 
men. 
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The  whole  number  sent  to  the  field  from  this  post,  all  of  whom 
were  volunteers,  may  be  set  down  as  about  six  thousand  in  all. 

Besides  these  there  have  been  detachments  of  the  57th  from  Worr 
cester,  and  of  re- enlisted  men  from  the  26th  Regiment  now  in  Louis- 
iana, who  were  not  neglected  in  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures. 

There  have  also  been  here  since  the  departure  of  the  above  named, 
thirteen  companies  of  militia,  to  be  equipped  for  short  terms  of  duty 
within  the  limits  of  the  State. 

During  the  months  of  January  and  February,  I  was  very  busy  in 
the  erection  of  the  chapel,  and  in  getting  together  the  means  neces- 
sary to  pay  for  it ;  but  on  Sunday,  and  at  other  times,  though  we  had 
no  place  of  meeting  except  the  Barracks,  I  distributed  Testaments 
and  religious  reading  of  various  kinds  to  the  men,  and  held  frequent 
meetings  with  them  in  their  quarters.  Later  in  the  winter,  however, 
having  more  time  to  devote  to  my  appropriate  work,  and  having 
acquired  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  soldiers'  wants,  and  of  the 
proper  method  of  meeting  them,  I  have  endeavored  to  systematize  my 
efforts  in  such  a  way  as  to  do  the  work  more  thoroughly.  I  have  been 
surprised  to  find  that  a  large  portion  of  the  recruits,  the  white  as  well 
as  the  colored  men,  were  entirely  destitute  of  the  Scriptures  in  any 
form,  while,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  express  an  earnest  desire 
to  receive  them. 

As  the  Bible  is  almost  too  large  to  be  carried  by  them  to  the  field, 
1  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  attempt  to  procure  many  copies  of  it, 
but  rather  the  New  Testament,  the  four  Gospels  bound  separately, 
the  Book  of  Psalms,  and  the  Proverbs,  all  of  which  I  procured  from 
you,  and  in  large  numbers,  as  you  are  aVare. 

A  very  liberal  supply  of  soldiers'  and  sailors'  Hymn  Books  and 
Almanacs  has  been  furnished  me  by  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  and  the  Tract  Societies  have  aided  me  also  with 
their  publications. 

When  I  entered  on  the  work,  I  attempted  to  do  it  alone ;  but  it 
soon  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that  I  was  glad  to  avail  myself  of 
the  assistance  of  such  good  men  in  the  camp,  as  were  able  and  willing 
to  help  me  in  it. 

My  method  has  been  this:  While  the  Regiments  were  under 
marching  orders,  I  have  been  through  their  quarters,  usually  just 
before  their  departure,  with  my  assbtants,  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  men,  the  New  Testament,  or  such  portion  of  it  as  they  might 
wish  for,  with  a  Hymn  Book,  Almanac,  and  any  other  publication 
which  I  might  have,  and  which  seemed  adapted  to  do  them  good. 

I  have  also,  as  far  as  practicable,  made  it  a  point  to  hold  a  farewell 
meeting  with  the  men  on  the  evening  before  they  left  us. 
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Some  of  these  meetingrg  were  highly  interesting,  both  to  the  men 
and  their  officers. 

This  is  the  method  I  have  pursued,  both  with  the  white  soldiers 
and  the  colored,  though  the  latter,  as  they  were  the  last  to  leave, 
were  the  last  supplied. 

You  will  not  understand  me  as  saying  that  this  is  the  only  way 
these  books  have  been  distributed ;  for  a  considerable  number  have 
been  distributed  during  the  whole  winter  in  the  camp  and  in  the 

hospital. 

It  would  perhaps  surprise  some  of  the  friends  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bible  Society,  to  be  told  from  what  various  and  distant  countries 
some  of  the  men  who  were  gathered  into  this  camp  have  come. 

Not  to  speak  of  those  from  other  lands  who  have  become  domiciled 
here,  previous  to  the  war,  I  have  met  with  natives  of  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, Prussia,  Switzerland,  Naples,  with  very  many  from  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  France,  and  various  parts  of  Germany,  who  seem 
to  have  come  here  for  the  express  purpose  of  joining  the  army. 

Even  the  province  of  Roumelia,  in  European  Turkey,  has  furnished 
its  representative  in  the  ranks  of  the  59th  Regiment 

The  neighboring  British  Provinces  have  sent  many  recruits,  espe- 
cially Lower  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  some  of  the  Canadian 
Indians,  even,  have  enlisted. 

It  has  been  very  gratifying  to  witness  the  satisfaction  with  which 
copies  of  the  New  Testament,  in  Swedish,  German,  French  and 
Italian  have  been  received,  principally,  however,  in  German. 

I  need  not  mention  the  number  of  copies  distributed,  because  you 
are  already  aware  of  the  number  you  have  issued,  and  but  few  of 
those  received  are  still  on  hand. 

It  heightens  the  interest  with  which  every  Christian  must  regard 
this  work  to  remember  that  the  men  who  were  so  recently  supplied 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures  were  immediately  sent  into  the  field,  and 
many  of  them  have  already  shed  their  blood  in  the  cause  of  our 
country  and  of  humanity. 

Thanking  you  and  those  who  are  associated  with  you,  for  the 
facilities  you  have  so  kindly  afforded  me,  in  the  work  of  doing  good 
in  this  field,  I  am  as  ever, 

Yours,  fraternally, 

C.   BREWSTER, 

Chaplain  of  tht  Post, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


A  Report  of  the  operations  of  the  M assachd- 
sETfs  Bible  Society  for  the  past  year,  will  differ  in 
few  particulars  from  those  given  in  previous  years. 
That  it  has  enjoyed  its  usual  prosperity,  a  brief 
enumeration  of  our  labors  will  show. 

There  were  issued  from  the  Depository,  from  May 
1st,  1864,  to  April  1st,  1865,  forty-six  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety  volumes.  Of  this  number, 
thirteen  thousand  and  forty  were  Bibles ;  eighteen 
thousand  and  seventv-threc,  Testaments ;  seven 
thousand  and  eighty-five,  Testaments  with  the 
Psalms ;  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  parts  of  the  Testament ;  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  of  the  Book  of  Psalms ; 
and  nine  hundred  and  forty-eight  of  the  Book  of 
Proverbs.  Of  these,  fourteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  were  in  various  foreign  languages. 

There  have  been  issued  for  gratuitous  circulation, 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  Bibles; 
seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  Testa- 
ments ;  three  thousand  and  nine  Testaments  with 
the  Psalms  ;  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy 


portions  of  the  Testameut;  twelve  hundred  and 
thirteen  of  the  Book  of  Psalms,  and  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  of  the  Book  of  Proverbs,  making  a 
total  of  sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  volumes,  at  a  cost  of  $4,693.78. 

They  have  been  distributed  as  follows: — To 
soldiers,  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-one  ; 
to  seamen  in  the  naval  and  merchant  service,  three 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven ;  to  Sab- 
bath schools,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  four ; 
to  City  Missions,  twelve  hundred  and  thirty-five ; 
to  public  Institutions  and  public  Houses,  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-six ;  to  destitute  families  and 
individuals  in  Massachusetts,  fifteen  hundred  and 
seventeen ;  and  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  to 
persons  living  without  the  State.  Of  the  whole 
number  given  to  the  army,  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  were  distributed  among  the  soldiers  in  Gamp 
and  Hospital  in  Readville ;  eight  hundred  among 
recruits  at  Galloupe's  Island  ;  six  hundred  and  fifty 
were  sent  to  freedmen,  and  soldiers  in  hospitals  in 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  the  remainder 
mostly  to  regiments  in  the  field,  through  the  agency 
of  chaplains  and  officers. 

Our  gratuitous  issues  are  less  by  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  than  the  number 
reported  last  year.  This  diminution  has  taken  place 
principally  among  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  is 
owing  to  the  fact  that  fewer  men  have  been  recruit- 
ed in  our  State,  thus  creating  less  demand  than 
heretofore.    While  however  the  number  of  volumes 


has  been  diminished,  the  expense  has  been  increased, 
in  consequence  of  the  higher  price  of  books, — 
exceeding  that  of  last  year  by  ^409.39. 

The  receipts,  including  a  balance  of  ^1,561.95, 
have  amounted  to  ^3€3,004.19  ;  in  donations,  lega- 
cies and  annual  subscriptions,  ^12,869.14, — an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  of  ^2,306.88 ;  divi- 
dends on  stock  and  interest,  ^1,973.50  ;  sales  of 
books,  $16,599.60.  In  addition  to  the  receipts 
above  mentioned,  there  has  been  sent  from  different 
parts  of  the  State  directly  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  the  further  sum  of 
$14,920.80  ;  making  the  whole  amount  contributed 
from  the  State  as  donations  and  for  books,  $47,924.- 
99,  a  sum  exceeding  that  given  the  previous  year 
by  $8,808.97. 

The  expenditures  have  been,  for  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, $21,641.74  ;  for  the  Depository,  the  Gen- 
eral Depository  Agent  and  Assistant,  paper,  print- 
ing, rent,  &c.,  $4,360.33  ;  donations  to  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society,  $4,748.74. 

While  the  Trustees  have  supplied  all  the  destitu- 
tions brought  to  their  notice,  they  have  not.  as  in 
some  other  years,  engaged  in  exploring  and  supply- 
ing portions  of  the  State.  They  have  thought  it 
best  to  postpone  for  a  season  this  work,  because 
of  the  enhanced  cost  of  books,  and  the  great  demand 
for  the  Scriptures  occasioned  by  the  war.  With 
the  return  of  peace  this  work  will  ere  long  be 
renewed. 

During  the  year  an  event  of  great  interest  to  the 


.    8 

friends  of  the  Bible  has  occurred,  in  the  completion 
of  the  translation  of  the  Scriptures  into  Arabic. 
This  great  work  has  been  accomplished  by  Ameri- 
can Missionaries  in  Syria,  with  such  assistants,  native 
and  foreign,  as  could  be  secured.  The  result,  after 
sixteen  years  of  labor,  is  the  production  of  a  trans- 
lation believed  to  be  one  of  the  most  perfect  ever 
made  into  any  language.  By  means  of  it  the  Scrip- 
tures are 'brought  within  the  reach  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions,  who  speak  this  language. 
The  Mohammedans,  though  taught  by  the  Koran 
to  regard  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God,  have 
rejected  the  translations  hitherto  made  as  spurious, 
from  their  want  of  conformity  to  classic  Arabic. 
This  objection  is  removed  in  the  present  translation, 
and  they  welcome  it  as  furnishing  them  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  important  fact  should  be  stated  that 
Mohammedans  can  generally  read,  their  religion 
requiring  them  to  read  the  Koran. 

We  can  but  regard  it  as  an  era  in  the  history  of 
the  world's  progress,  when  access  to  the  Word  of 
God  is  made  for  so  large  a  portion  of  the  human 
family.  The  Star  has  risen  again  in  the  East,  and 
her  wise  men  are  inquiring  of  us  the  way  to  the 
world's  Deliverer. 

The  translators  and  other  friends  of  the  Bible  in 
the  East,  in  view  of  the  present  and  prospective 
demand  for  the  Scriptures,  have  requested  the 
American  Bible  Society  to  electrotype,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  the  Scriptures  in  the  new  translation 
in  ten  different  forms.     They  are  very  desirous  that 


this  work  which  has  so  far  been  carried  on  by 
American  hands,  at  American  cost,  should  be  com- 
pleted by  the  same.  The  Society  has  engaged  to 
grant  the  request  as  far  and  as  fast  as  the  means 
afforded  them  will  allow. 

The  facts  above  stated  were  communicated  to 
the  Society,  and  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
an  appropriation  of  ^5,000  was  made  from  the 
permanent  funds  in  aid  of  this  work.  Pending  the 
consideration  of  this  subject,  the  question  was 
raised  whether  our  charter,  by  a  possible  construc- 
tion, did  not  restrain  the  Society  from  the  measure 
proposed.  It  was  finally  decided  to  apply  to  the 
Legislature  for  such  a  change  in  the  phraseology 
of  that  instrument  as  should  free  it  from  ambiguity, 
and  leave  the  Society  free  to  act  wherever  it  should 
seem  desirable.  It  was  also  deemed  advisable  to 
change  the  corporate  name  of  the  Society  from  the 
"  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts  "  to  the  "  Massa- 
chusetts  Bible  Society.''  By  an  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture both  these  changes  were  secured.  A  Circular 
was  also  printed,  calling  the  attention  of  the  friends 
of  the  Bible  to  the  enterprise,  and  soliciting  for  it 
their  aid. 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Slafter  has  presented  the  claims  of 
this  charity  to  the  Episcopal  Churches  within  the 
State,  and  his  appeals  have  been  met,  as  usual,  with 
a  generous  response. 

Although  the  results  of  the  year  are  on  the  whole 
gratifying,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  fall  short 
of  what  might  fairly  be  expected  from  the  friends 
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of  the  truth  in  this  Commonwealth,  when  we  con- 
sider their  numbers  and  wealth,  and  the  interest 
manifested  by  them  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
and  religion.  While  there  are  many  churches  and 
individuals  who  give  regularly  and  liberally,  there 
are  not  a  few  who  content  themselves  with  a  friend- 
ship that  brings  forth  no  offering.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  so  many  churches  in  professed  sym- 
pathy with  this  work,  statedly  withhold  from  it 
their  aid.  They  share  in  various  ways  the  benefits 
conferred  by  the  Society  upon  the  community,  and 
are  yet  never  found  in  the  ranks  of  its  supporters. 
This  Society  started  early  in  the  race.  It  was  one 
of  the  first  associations  formed  in  the  State  or  the 
nation  for  the  dissemination  of  the  truth.  Its 
founders  felt  and  acknowledged  the  obligation  to 
do  good  to  all  men  as  they  had  opportunity.  In 
the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  year 
1813,  presented  by  its  Chairman,  the  late  Eev.  Dr. 
Channing,  after  adverting  to  the  undoubted  destitu- 
tion of  the  Scriptures  existing  in  the  State,  and  the 
efforts  thus  called  for  at  home,  they  add : 

"  But,  even  if  there  were  no  demand  for  Bibles 
among  ourselves,  there  would  still  remain  a  wide 
field  for  the  exertions  of  this  Society.  When  we 
look  beyond  our  own  country,  we  behold  vast  and 
almost  innumerable  multitudes,  who  bear  the 
Christian  name,  but  who  want  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  sacred  volume.  True,  they  are  the  inhab- 
itants of  distant  regions ;  but  still  they  are  fellow 
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Christians,  perhaps  poor  and  oppressed,  yet  many 
of  them  able  to  read  the  Word  of  God,  and  most 
eager  to  receive  it. 

"  No  sincere  Christian  can  need  arguments  to 
convince  him  that  he  is  bound  to  contribute  to  the 
diflFusion  of  Christianity  through  the  world.  This 
is  a  religion  designed  for  all  nations.  Jesus  Christ 
commanded  his  disciples  to  preach  it'  to  every  crea- 
ture under  heaven ;  and  shall  we  do  nothing  in  aid 
of  this  great  design  ?  Is  the  gospel  the  appointed 
instrument  of  God  for  restoring  the  world  to  purity 
and  peace  ?  Has  the  Son  of  God  died  to  impart 
this  invaluable  blessing  to  our  race  ?  Have  holy 
men  of  all  ages  toiled  and  suffered  to  diffuse  it 
through  the  earth,  and  to  perpetuate  it  to  unborn 
generations ;  and  shall  we  do  nothing  to  extend 
the  knowledge  and  power  of  this  salutary  truth,  of 
the  Word  of  Eternal  life  ?  " 

May  we  not  hope  that  these  noble  utterances  of 
the  Founders  will  meet  a  cheerful  response  from 
those  that  succeed  them,^  and  be  followed  by  appro- 
priate efforts  ? 

The  American  Bible  Society,  with  which  our 
own  is  aflBliated,  has  experienced  a  year  of  great 
prosperity.  Its  receipts  have  been  greatly  in  ad- 
vance of  any  previous  year,  amounting  to  more 
than  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand  dollars, 
($677,851.36,)  while  at  home  and  in  foreign  lands 
it  has  circulated  nearly  two  millions  (1,830,564)  of 
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volumes.  It  has  been  able  to  meet  the  great  de- 
mands growing  out  of  the  war,  sending  the  Scrip- 
tures to  every  camp  and  fort  and  hospital ;  to  our 
armed  vessels,  to  the  freedmen,  and  to  myriads  of 
prisoners  in  our  hands.  As  opportunities  have 
oflfered,  it  has  freely  supplied  the  destitutions  exist- 
ing in  those  parts  of  the  nation  which  have  been 
in  armed  resistance  to  the  Government,  and  now 
that  the  war  is  over,  is  prepared  to  enter  with  vigor 
upon  the  work  which  the  return  of  peace  imposes. 
For  four  anxious,  weary  years,  with  alternate 
success  and  failure,  we  have  struggled  for  national 
existence.  God  has  at  last  given  us  the  victory, 
and  peace  smiles  upon  our  bleeding  land.  May 
our  gratitude  for  this  great  blessing  be  evinced  by 
the  exhibition  of  the  same  zeal,  and  energy,  and 
self-denial,  in  our  conflicts  with  evil,  that  have 
distinguished  us  as  a  people  through  the  progress 
of  the  struggle  now  closed.  Rebellion  against  light 
and  truth  and  purity,  and  the  true  welfare  of  our 
race  abounds  on  every  hand,  and  every  sentiment 
of  loyalty  to  truth,  to  humanity,  and  to  God,  urges 
us  to  unswerving  diligence  in  our  appropriate 
work. 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusfi 
Bible  Society  was  held  at  15  Cornhill,  Boston,  on  Mond 
May  29,  1865,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  Hon.  Albi 
Fearing  was  called  to  the  chair,  in  the  absence  of  the  Frc 
dent. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Kev.  Samuel  B.  Babcock. 

The  Treasurer,  Chables  Henry  Parker,  Esq.,  present 
his  Annual  Beport,  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  p 
sented,  and  it  was 

Votedy  That  the  reading  of  the  same  be  deferred  till  the  pul 
meeting  this  afternoon. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  for  the  ensui 
year. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  attend  the  public  servi 
of  the  Fifty-sixth  anniversary,  at  the  Central  Church,  Win 
Street,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Met  according  to  adjournment.  In  the  absence  of  t 
President,  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  the  Hon.  Chari 
T.  Bussell  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered  by  Eev, ' 
F.  Mallalieu. 
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.  The  President  being  prevented,  by  sudden  indisposition, 
from  being  present,  favored  the  Society  with  a  copy  of  the 
remarks  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  meeting,  which  were 
as  follows  : 

The  anniversary  year  just  closed,  will  be  regarded  by  all  of  us 
as  the  most  eventful  year  of  our  lives.  We  have  made  history 
more  rapidly  than  ever  before — and  ages  to  come  will  regard 
the  events  of  joy  and  sorrow  which  have  followed  each  other,  in 
such  rapid  succession,  as  little  short  of  miraculous.  How  brief 
the  period  from  the  investment  of  Richmond  by  Grant,  to  the 
time  when  the  returned  armies,  in  strength  and  quietness,  were 
marching  by  hundreds  of  thousands  in  review,  before  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  at  Washington  ;  and  what  startling  occurrences 
have  filled  up  the  interval — the  evacuation  of  Richmond — ^the 
surrender  of  Lee  and  Johnson,  with  all  the  rebel  armies  east  of 
the  Mississippi — and  perhaps  we  might  include  that  of  Kirby 
Smith  beyond ;  and  stranger  still,  history  will  record,  that  in 
the  moment  of  our  intensest  joy  and  highest  satisfaction,  with 
peace,  not  made  by  treaty,  but  resulting  from  the  downfall  of 
rebellion,  our  good  President  was  assassinated,  as  part  of  a 
plot  deliberately  planned  for  the  destruction  of  our  Government, 
by  taking  its  lifeblood  through  our  civil  and  military  chieftains. 

But  notwithstanding  this  disturbance  of  our  joy,  there  was 
no  cessation  of  God's  watchful  care  of  us,  or  of  our  confidence 
that  we  should  be  carried  through— our  people  did  not  falter ; — 
though  Lincoln  fell,  Johnson  was  spared;  the  people  rallied 
round  him ;  our  finances  were  undisturbed,  and  the  whole 
civilized  world  ceased  from  predicting,  anticipating,  or  even 
fearing  our  overthrow,  and  we  remain  to-day,  an  undivided 
nation,  trusting  in  God  who  hath  given  us  the  victory  over  our 
enemies. 

It  would  not  appear  strange  to  the  reader  of  history  in  future 
time,  were  he  told  that  while  we  were  waging  one  of  the  most 
gigantic  wars  ever  carried  on — and  rolling  up  a  debt  of  thou- 
sands of  millions — there  should  have  been  a  lull — not  to  say  a 
paralysis — of  efforts  and  contributions  for  benevolent  objects. 
So  far  from  this,  however,  it  will  appear  that  vast  amounts  of 
good  have  been  accomplished — too  vast  to  be  estimated  by 
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hnman  arithmetic,  bat  whose  moral  results  will  tell  through 
ages  of  eternity.     Even  the  few  figures,  which  are  within  • 
knowledge,  of  contributions  to  only  eight  objects,  give  a  tota 
$1,693,887, — greatly  in  advance  of  any  preceding  year. 

The  Report  of  our  Secretary  will  inform  you  of  the  succesi 
the  great  project  of  placing  the  Bible  in  the  hands  of  millioni 
our  fellow  beings  by  its  faithful  and  elegant  translation  i 
Arabic — and  that  this  has  been  accomplished  here  at  home  i 
year. 

No  figures  can  estimate  the  influence  which  has  been  exer 
the  past  year  by  the  Parent  Bible  Society — not  only  by  print 
books  in  forty-six  (46)  different  languages  and  dialects, 
foreign  distribution,  but  by  its  judicious  and  generous  contri 
tions  to  our  own  armies,  through  the  agency  of  the  Christ 
Commission,  of  415,840  volumes,  valued  at  $60,740 ;  maki 
— including  former  donations, — a  total  to  the  Christian  Cc 
mission  of  1,265,175  volumes;  also  to  the  Freedmen,  33/ 
volumes ;  to  the  southern  troops,  58,500  ;  to  prisoners  of  w 
33,694  ;  besides  large  contributions  to  the  naval  service,  Sunc 
schools,  &c. 

The  Report  of  our  Secretary  will  give  you  an  account  of  w 
has  been  done  by  the  instrumentality  of  this  Society. 

We  rejoice  to  behold  our  land  emerging  from  war,  with  all 
inhabitants  disenthralled,  a  nation  of  freemen.  Be  it  our  delig 
ful  work  to  aid  our  fellow  citizens  to  throw  off  the  gall 
bondage  of  sin,  and  to  exult  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Ch; 
makes  free — and  let  us  earnestly  strive  to  bring  about  as  speec 
as  possible  the  general  diffusion  of  the  Bible,  as  the  surest  v 
to  civilize  and  save  all  races  of  men  on  the  face  of  ^ 
globe. 

The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  n 
by  Rev.  Daniel  Butlbr,  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Chairman  then  said — Among  those  who  have  kini 
consented  to  be  present  and  address  you  to-day^  is  a  geni 
man  from  our  sister  State  of  Maine ;  and  I  have  now  i 
pleasure  of  introducing  to  the  audience  the  Rev.  Geobge 
Walker^  of  Portland. 
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REV.  IHR.  WALKER'S  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society : 

In  these  times  of  vicissitude  and  of  change,  there  is  a  satis- 
faction in  looking  upon  almost  anything  which  wears  an  aspect 
of  permanence.  Amid  the  upheaval  of  old  foundations,  and  the 
topling  down  of  ancient  landmarks,  it  sometimes  comforts  a  man 
to  be  able  to  stand  on  some  spot  where  he  can  saj,  '^  This  does 
not  need  to  change ;  this  has  not  changed ;  this,  as  it  was,  as  it 
is,  as  it  was  meant  to  be,  will  answer,  without  new  proclama- 
tions of  principles  or  alteration  of  anj  kind ; "  and  therefore, 
Sir,  I  was  gratified,  on  receiving  an  invitation  to  saj  a  few 
words  on  this  occasion,  to  read  that  this  was  the  Jifiy-sixth 
Anniversary  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society.  Fifty-six 
years,  in  America,  Sir,  make  anything  old.  Moss  grows  upon 
it ;  ivy  clings  around  it.  A  scent  of  antiquity,  an  aspect  of 
venerableness  belongs  to  anything  that  outlasts,  amid  the  fever- 
ish revolutions  of  our  American  society,  a  half  century.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  am  glad  to  stand  on  this  platform,  built  nearly  two 
generations  ago,  and  to  look  up  to  this  Society,  which  stands 
where  it  stood,  sending  out,  through  the  midnight  and  the  storm, 
the  same  clear  radiance  which  it  has  shed  for  fifty  years. 

There  is  another  gratifying  fact  in  connection  with  this  Anni- 
versary. It  seems  there  are  some  still  left  who  believe  in  the 
importance  and  desirableness  of  extending  the  sacred  Scriptures. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  assaults  which  have  been  made  upon 
the  Bible,  notwithstanding  the  open  attacks  of  its  enemies,  and 
the  disguised  attacks  of  those  who  more  covertly  assail  it,  there 
are,  it  appears,  some  who  still  believe  in  the  importance  of 
sending  abroad  through  the  earth  the  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God, 
recorded  in  the  sacred  volume.  This  audience  is  not  assembled 
to  contemplate  the  merits  of  a  new  enterprise  ;  it  has  not  met  to 
hear,  and  pass  judgment  upon,  the  claims  of  some  new  book ; 
it  has  come  to  give  the  Bible — the  old  Bible — the  familiar  Bible 
— a  wider  spread.  It  has  come  to  ask  what  has  been  done  in 
the  year  past,  and  what  can  be  done  in  the  future  to  give  a 
greater  circulation  to  these  "  leaves  which  are  for  the  healing  of 
the  nations."  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  no  desire  to  institute  any 
invidious  comparisons  between  the  claims  of  this  Society  and 
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any  other  which  holds  its  anniversary  at  this  time ;  but  still,  the 
Bible  Society  may  have  the  proud  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  its 
objects  and  its  methods  are  independent  of  many  of  the  muta- 
tions which  affect  the  operations  of  some  other  bodies,  who  cele- 
brate their  anniversaries  at  this  time.  We  are  met,  Sir,  in 
behalf  of  an  object  which  has  been  dear  to  those  who  have 
gone  before  us.  Voices  which  are  hushed  in  the  grave  have 
plead  the  merits  of  this  cause,  and  we  do  but  take  up  the  old 
work  when  we  ask  men  to  give  the  Bible  spread. 

If,  Sir,  the  first  Bible  Society  had  had  an  arm  long  enough  to 
reach  over  the  earth,  if  the  first  popular  edition  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  had  been  sufficiently  numerous  to  spread  abroad  over 
the  whole  earth,  we  should  never  have  needed  this  multiplied 
machinery  and  these  multiplied  organizations.     Of  what  other 
enterprise  than  this  can  such  independence  of  these  mutabilities 
be  affirmed  ?     The  fashion  of  almost  all  the  things  of  this  world 
passes  away.     It  is  so  in  popular  literature,  for  example.     The 
fashion   of  literature  passes   away.     The  style  of  thought,  of 
poetry,  of  romance,  which  is  popular  in  one  epoch  is  superseded 
in  the  next.     The  grand  old  era  of  Elizabethan  letters,  with  its 
heights  and  depths,  its  sunshine  and  shadows,  gave  way  to  the 
Addisonian  period  of  level  life  and  level  utterances ;  the  pas- 
torals of  Spenser  were  forgotten  in  the  satires  of  Pope ;  the 
historic  novels  of  Scott  rest  dusty  upon  the  shelf,  while  the  dog^ 
eared  volumes  of  Dickens  complain  of  a  ceaseless  unrest.     Or, 
take  one  single  example  from  the  mechanic  arts.     Suppose  we 
could  recall   from  his  restiug-place  on  some   hill-side   of  our 
mother  country  a  doughty  champion  who  fought,  for  example, 
under  Henry  the  Third,  at  Lincoln,  or  who  fell  in  some  of  the 
wars  of  the  Bruce  along  the  border,  and  could  take  him  through 
one  of  our  modern  arsenals,  and  show  him  the  implements  of 
modern  warfare,  what  conception  would  the  doughty  old  cham- 
pion form  of  our  modern  appliances  and  arms  ?     Suppose  we 
pointed  out  to  him  the  weapon  called  a  Minnie  rifle,  what  would 
that  man,  who  in  his  day  supposed  a  shield  of  mail,  perhaps 
even  an  ox  hide,  was  sufficient  guard  against  the  cross-bow 
bolt, — what  would  he  make  of  this  weapon,  sure  to  pick  off  its 
victim,  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  ?     Or  what  could  he  make  of 

that  ^*  swamp  angel,"  which  dropped  its  messengers  of  death 
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throagh  the  roofs  and  into  the  chambers  of  Charleston,  at  a  dis- 
tance twice  as  far  as  from  here  to  Dorchester?  Whatever 
pranks  his  fancy  might  plaj  about  this  weapon,  he  certainly 
would  not  connect  it  with  the  art  of  war.  He  might  fancy  it  a 
gigantic  mortar  for  the  gods,  or  a  huge  bottle  for  Odin  or  Thor, 
but  he  would  never  think  it  belonged  to  the  profession  to  which 
he  had  given  his  life. 

Sir,  these  mutations  take  place  in  all  the  departments  of 
human  effort,  but  they  take  not  place  in  the  objects  of  the  enter- 
prise which  has  gathered  you  to-day.  You  come  to  ask  how 
you  may  give  the  old  Bible,  the  familiar  Bible,  the  same  Bible 
our  fathers  and  mothers  have  read,  to  millions  who  have  never 
read  it,  and  who  wait  to  receive  it  at  your  hands.  But,  Sir, 
notwithstanding  the  objects  of  this  Society  are  so  fixed  and 
steadfast  in  their  character,  there  are  times  when  the  claims  of 
this  Society,  I  think,  rise  into  special  distinctness,  when  the 
advocates  of  this  cause  are  called  upon  to  labor  with  new  and 
fresh  devotedness ;  and  such  a  time,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  the 
present.  Your  Society  has  indeed  made  a  noble  record.  We 
have  had  an  account  given  of  its  efforts  which  has  cheered  our 
hearts.  But  yet,  we  call  upon  it  to  do  more.  Our  great  solici- 
tude is,  that  it  take  up  the  task  with  greater  diligence  and  labor 
with  stronger  hands ;  and  by  your  leave,  Sir,  I  will,  in  the  very 
few  moments  which  remain  to  me,  indicate  the  point  which  it 
seems  to  me  ought  to  press  upon  our  minds,  gathered  here  on 
this  occasion ; — indicate,  that  is,  one  of  the  reasons  why,  at  this 
special  time,  out  of  the  very  midst  of  the  turmoil  of  our  affairs, 
there  comes  a  voice  urging  us  to  dedicate  ourselves  anew  to  this 
enterprise,  and  to  give  more  earnest  strength  to  this  sacred  cause. 
The  reason  which  I  would  suggest  is  not  that  the  Bible  is  a 
chief  force  in  the  education  of  man — though  this  is  a  cause  for 
giving  the  Bible  spread  which  might  well  plead  itself  before  us 
to-day.  The  Bible  is  not  afraid.  Sir,  at  times,  to  lay  down 
something  of  its  highest  claims,  and  put  itself,  by  virtue  of  far 
lower  ones  into  competition,  or  at  least  into  comparison,  with 
some  of  the  best  forces  which  move  men.  And,  Sir,  tried  by 
this  lower  standard,  the  Bible  vindicates  to  itself  the  chief  place 
as  the  educator  of  men.  The  themes  which  the  Bible  pre- 
sents for  the  meditation  of  men,  are  the  loftiest  themes  which 
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can  enter  into  human  thought.  They  strengthen  and  enlarge 
the  understanding.  Contact  with  these  themes  is  really  in  the 
very  highest  sense,  education.  And,  Sir,  wherever  the  Bible 
goes,  it  carries  these  themes.  It  needs  not  the  College  to  pave 
the  pathway  of  its  approach.  Wherever  the  Bible  is,  in  the 
thatched  cottage  of  the  Highland  peat  cutter,  or  the  log-cabin  of 
the  frontier  settler,  it  brings  those  themes  which  enlarge  the 
mind,  it  brings  the  mightiest  problems  of  human  thought  down 
to  the  comprehension  of  the  dwellers  there. 

But,  Sir,  the  power  of  the  Bible  as  an  educator  is  not  merely 
a  direct  power,  from  being  thus  brought  into  contact  with  the 
human  mind ;  it  has  a  still  mightier  power,  perhaps,  which  is 
indirect.  The  Bible  has  never  been  afraid  to  encourage  all 
other  forms  of  education.  It  has  always  been  generous  towards 
other  appliances  for  enlarging  the  sphere  of  human  thought. 
Why,  Sir,  it  was  the  translation  of  the  Bible  into  our  mother 
tongue  which  first  woke  the  English  mind.  The  translation  of 
the  Bible  was  like  the  clash  of  steel  upon  the  dull  flint  of  the 
popular  intellect  of  England.  The  heavens  glitter  yet  with  the 
brightness  of  that  period  of  English  letters.  So,  Sir,  it  has 
always  been.  Harvard  College,  whose  honored  representative 
is  to  address  us  to-day,  was  planted  by  men  so  poor  that  a  bushel 
of  com  was  thankfully  received  as  a  contribution  to  the  College 
treasury ;  and  yet.  Sir,  by  men  who  could  familiarly  talk,  in 
their  leisure  hours,  in  the  language  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Well, 
Sir,  this  has  always  been  the  case.  Wherever  the  Bible  has 
gone,  there  Colleges  have  arisen ;  there  common  schools  have 
been  scattered  ;  there  Science  has  experimented ;  there  Art  has 
adorned.  These  go  not  before,  and  invite  the  Bible  to  follow 
on  ;  it  is  the  Bible  that  pioneers  the  way  in  the  education  of 
mankind. 

But,  Sir,  this  is  not  the  main  reason  why  I  think  this  Society 
is  called  upon,  at  this  present  juncture  of  affairs,  to  redouble  its 
exertions.  Nor  is  it  simply  that  that  Bible  is  the  Book  of  Life, 
— K)f  spiritual  life, — that  its  friends  are  called  upon,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  at  this  time,  to  give  it  spread.  This  is,  indeed,  the 
Bible's  highest  claim.  It  is  because  it  is  a  book  of  spiritual  life 
that  we  call  upon  men,  with  the  most  earnestness,  to  spread 
abroad  these  leaves  which  heal  the  souls  of  men.     It  is  just 
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where  other  learoing  breaks  off  that  the  real  value  of  the  Bible 
is  seeD.  It  is  just  where  human  wisdom  ends  that  the  main 
value  of  the  Book  of  God  begins.  There  might  be  some  treatises 
of  science  which  would  show  men  how  to  bring  the  forces  of  nature 
under  the  control  and  subject  to  the  uses  of  the  present  life ; 
there  might  be  treatises  of  morality  which  would  do  much  to 
elevate  society,  and  to  bring  the  amenities  of  life  into  contact 
with  the  humblest  hearts.  But,  Sir,  the  Bible  comes  when  these 
things  fail ;  it  comes  when  problems  which  cannot  be  thus  an- 
swered rise  upon  the  soul ;  and  at  that  time,  when  no  other  lips 
but  those  of  the  Word  of  God  can  speak  consolation,  the  Bible 
speaks  that  word  which  gives  peace  and  comfort  to  the  soul.  It 
is  on  the  borders  of  the  grave, — there  where  philosophy  sinks^ 
and  the  vain  wisdom  of  man  dies, — that  the  Word  of  God  sends 
out  over  the  future  the  firm  pontoons  of  immortal  faith,  and 
makes,  for  one  who  takes  the  Bible  for  his  guide,  a  sure  path- 
way to  the  presence  of  God  and  the  Lamb. 

But,  Sir,  notwithstanding  that  this  is  a  great  motive,  always, 
for  giving  the  Bible  spread,  there  are  at  times,  it  seems  to  me, 
other  motives  which  may  fitly  come  into  the  foreground  in  our 
thought, — motives  which  are  pressing,  imperious,  and  close  to 
us ;  and  one  such.  Sir,  (and  with  the  suggestion  of  it,  I  will  close,) 
is  this :  We  are  to  give  the  Bible  greater  spread  in  this  land,  at 
this  special  time,  because  it  is  a  book,  which,  above  all  other 
books,  teaches  us  the  principles  of  liberty  and  of  good  government. 
The  foundation  of  all  true  liberty,  everywhere,  is  laid  in  the 
principles  of  the  Bible.  It  was  the  Bible  which  loosed  the  grasp 
of  the  Roman  master  upon  his  slave ;  which  broke  the  hold  of 
the  Gothic  conqueror  upon  his  serf;  which  took  away  from  the 
British  Baron  his  control  over  his  vassal.  And  it  did  this  by 
bringing  home,  as  nothing  else  does,  the  sense  of  personal  respon- 
sibility to  every  soul ;  it  did  it  by  reckoning  every  man  a  being 
responsible  unto  God  ;  by  claiming  for  him  the  sacred  rights  of 
fatherhood — the  right  to  liberty — the  right  to  pursue  his  own 
course  in  life,  untrammelled  by  other  men  ;  and.  Sir,  wherever 
the  Bible  has  gone,  these  claims  have  been  vindicated  and  sus- 
tained. It  was  the  Bible,  Sir,  which  won  our  English  liberties. 
The  men  who  carved  them  out  at  Naseby,  and  at  Manston  Moor, 
were   men  whose   haversacks  held,  whatever  they  may  have 
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lacked,  a  Bible  for  every  man.  And  what  was  Paritanism,  with 
all  its  long  train  of  consequences,  but  a  revival  in  men's  hearts 
of  the  power  of  God's  truth  ?  What  was  it  but  the  power  of 
this  truth  which  launched  the  Mayflower,  and  bore  it  over 
wintry  seas,  and  sowed  the  sandy  shores  of  Plymouth  with  vil- 
lages and  graves  ?  And,  Sir,  the  force  of  the  Bible,  in  thus 
upholding  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  has  not  abated.  What 
means  this  tramp  of  a  hundred  thousand  returning  volunteers  ? 
W^hence  has  come  that  light  which  has  shone  in  the  camps  along 
the  Mississippi  and  the  James  ?  Whence  has  been  borrowed 
that  moral  power  which  has  stricken  the  brazen  forehead  of 
Rebellion  down  ?  Sir,  it  has  come  from  the  principles  of  the 
Bible.  The  Bible  has  stood  in  the  line.  The  voice  of  the  Bible 
has  sounded  in  every  Federal  gun,  and  its  truth  has  flashed  from 
every  national  bayonet.  And,  lo  !  while  we  look  to  see  the 
eflect  of  gospel  truth,  four  millions  of  emancipated  slaves  in  this 
one  land  of  ours  stand  up,  a  living  commentary  on  that  declara- 
tion of  Holy  Writ,  "  He  shall  break  the  yoke  of  the  captive,  and 
open  the  prison  door."  Sir,  it  has  been  the  Bible  which  has 
done  this. 

Fathers  and  brethren  of  this  Society,  you  who  have  watched 
over  the  interests  of  this  Society  so  long,  we  have  been  putting 
the  Bible  to  a  wondrous  test  in  these  latter  days.  It  reads  like 
a  new  volume.  It  is  like  a  document  written  in  sympathetic 
ink.  It  has  needed  the  fires  of  war,  it  has  needed  the  light 
which  has  shone  from  our  camps,  to  bring  out  its  hidden  signifi- 
cance. How  many  passages  do  we  read  now  as  we  did  not 
read  them  before.  We  read  there,  as  we  used  not  to  read,  the 
reality  of  the  brotherhood  of  man.  ^^  God  hath  made  of  one 
blood  all  the  families  of  men  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth."  Do  you  ask  a  comment  on  that  scripture.  Get  it  from 
some  of  the  men  who  stood  side  by  side  with  their  colored 
brother  soldiers  at  the  assault  on  Fort  Wagner  or  at  Petersburg. 
"  The  ruler  beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain."  We  get  new  light 
upon  that  passage — a  new  meaning  for  it.  The  whole  heart  of 
the  Christian  church  calls  out  for  the  realization  of  that  truth 
in  these  coming  days,  in  bringing  condign  punishment  upon  the 
authors  of  this  wicked  rebellion.  I  hope  in  God,  Sir,  we  shall 
see  an  exposition  of  that  passage,  with  Jefferson  Davis,  as  the 
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lawyers  would  say,  for  the  ezpoundee,  and  Andrew  Johnson  for 
the  expounder. 

Sir,  we  are  learning  new  truth  from  this  sacred  volume  of 
Holy  Writ,  and  we  are  called  upon  by  all  these  voices  from  the 
past,  to  give  it  a  wider  spread,  and  to  establish  it  more  firmly  in 
the  hearts  of  men.  Sir,  it  is  the  Bible  which  has  given  us  that 
precious  word,  which  was  heard  in  our  Secretary's  Report, — 
"  Peace."  Had  the  Bible  been  read  and  obeyed,  we  never 
should  have  had  war.  Had  not  some  men  believed  in  the  Bible, 
and  acted  on  the  principles  of  the  Bible,  we  never  should  have 
had  peace.  And  now.  Sir,  comes  the  great  work  of  the  recon- 
struction of  the  liberties  and  institutions  of  this  land  ; — and  how 
is  it  to  be  done  ?  For  one,  I  say,  welcome  to  every  instrumen- 
tality that  shall  be  employed  I  Welcome  to  the  Tract  Society — 
welcome  to  the  Christian  Commission — welcome  to  statesmen 
and  to  Sabbath  Schools  !  Let  Webster's  reply  to  Hayne  go 
side  by  side  with  Lincoln's  Proclamation  of  Emancipation.  Let 
the  Homestead  Bill  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  library  of  the 
colporteur.  Let  suffrage  for  every  man  in  this  land  be  insepa- 
rably joined  with  the  right  of  every  man  in  this  land  to  pray. 
Let  all  these  instrumentalities  combine  to  build  up  anew  our 
liberties  on  a  firm  foundation.  But,  Sir,  as  your  great  hope, 
send  the  Bible.  Send  that  Word.  Disseminate  it  like  autumn 
leaves  throughout  the  land.  Teach  it  to  the  emancipated  blacks 
and  the  emancipated  whites  of  the  South.  Build  your  new 
Union  on  this  foundation  stone,  and  you  will  build  a  Union 
which  will  last  until  the  heavens  roll  together  at  the  coming  of 
the  Son  of  Man.  There  was  an  auspicious  significance,  it 
seemed  to  me,  in  the  fact,  that  at  the  raising  of  the  flag  in 
Charleston  bay,  which  went  down  four  years  ago  amid  oaths 
and  cursing,  and  the  sound  of  cannon,  and  great  threatenings  of 
brothers'  hate,  it  went  up  again  to  the  skies  amid  the  voice  of 
prayer  and  the  reading  of  the  Word  of  God.  God  grant  that 
this  may  be  but  typical  of  the  reinstatement  of  those  liberties 
and  that  Government  which  are  founded  upon  the  principles  of 
the  Bible,  and  to  which  the  Bible  alone  can  give  perpetuity  and 
success. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Hill,  D.  D.,   President  of  Harvard 
University,  made  the  concluding  Address. 
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PRESIDENT  HILL'S  ADDRESS. 

The  great  work  to  which  this  Society  is  devoted  assumes  in 
the  present  social  and  political  condition  of  the  country  a  new 
importance.  The  ploughshare  of  war  has  turned  up  new  fields, 
and  prepared  them  for  the  reception  of  the  seed  of  life.  What- 
ever maj  be  the  future  action  of  the  States,  in  which  the  late 
rebellion  raged  most  fiercely,  there  are  certain  evils  of  the  past 
which  they  cannot  revive.  They  cannot  revive  the  system  of 
chattel  slavery,  that  has  been  abolished  by  the  action  of  war, 
and  its  renewal  will  doubtless  be  prevented  by  a  constitutional 
amendment  already  ratified  by  many  of  the  States.  Nor  can 
they,  let  us  hope,  be  so  insane  as  to  enforce  any  longer  their 
laws  against  teaching  persons  of  African  descent  to  read.  The 
safety  of  the  state  will  demand  that  these  freed  slaves,  released 
from  the  control  of  their  masters,  should  be  educated  to  take 
proper  care  of  themselves,  and  not  be  lefl  in  ignorance  and 
liable  thus  to  become  a  dangerous  class.  It  is  conceded  that  the 
freedmen  of  the  South  are,  in  spite  of  the  sins  which  have  been 
universal  among  them  as  slaves,  a  religiously  disposed  people. 
The  very  oppression  under  which  they  have  so  long  groaned  has 
led  them  to  look  unto  God.  Wholly  unable  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  injustice,  the  cruelty,  or  the  lust  of  the  ruling  race, 
even  when  their  own  particular  masters  were  men  of  genuine 
righteousness,  and  sought  to  defend  them, — wholly  unable  to 
find  refuge  in  any  arm  of  flesh,  they  must  either  die  in  dumb 
despair  or  lean  on  the  Almighty  arm  for  support, — and  with  the 
strongly  emotional  nature  of  the  negro,  their  trust  in  God 
became  a  fervid  religious  enthusiasm.  Meanwhile  the  false 
social  position  of  the  two  races  there  has  infused  into  a  very 
considerable  percentage  of  the  slave  population  an  admixture  of 
English  and  French  blood,  carrying  with  it  intellectual  quick- 
ness, a  thirst  for  knowledge,  a  conscious  assertion  of  rights, 
which  has  made  the  mixed  races  uneasy  and  troublesome  as 
slaves  ;  and  will  make  them  ready  learners  and  ready  teachers 
of  the  simplest  literary  arts,  now  that  they  are  freedmen.  We 
may  therefore  reasonably  expect  that  in  a  very  few  years  the 
great  mass  of  the  colored  population  of  the  South  will  be  ready 
to  receive  the  simplest  forms  of  religious  reading.  It  is  a 
question  of  grand  import  whether  they  will  be  quickly  and 
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thoroughly  supplied,  and  with  the  Word  of  Life,  or  whether  the 
supply  shall  be  insufficient  and  of  inferior  quality,  teaching  for 
doctrines  the  commandments  of  men.  In  the  latter  case  the 
freedmen,  elated  by  their  suddenly  acquired  liberty,  may  throw 
off  the  authority  of  religion  also,  and  degenerate  rapidly  into  a 
lawless  and  worthless  population,  retaining  the  vices  and  losing 
the  virtues  of  slaves  and  proving  as  heavy  a  burden  as  ever 
upon  the  body  politic.  But  if  through  the  timely  action  of  the 
Bible  Society  the  mass  of  freedmen  are  brought  uuder  pure 
religious  influences  before  yet  their  docility  and  trust  in  God  has 
been  impaired,  they  will  retain  the  virtues  and  drop  the  vices  of 
slave  life  and  become  a  valuable  portion  of  the  state,  whether 
they  remain  forever  with  us,  or  whether,  as  I  am  inclined  to 
prophecy,  they  are  gradually  attracted  by  the  growing  prosperity 
of  Liberia  to  emigrate  to  their  original  continent.  At  all  events 
the  best  and  only  course  for  us  while  they  are  here,  is  to  elevate 
them  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in  their  intellectual  and  moral 
condition. 

To  this  end  the  action  of  your  Society  has  been  a  most  efficient, 
will  be  a  most  efficient  means.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
great  importance  of  this  new  field  suddenly  opened  to  us  in  the 
providence  of  God,  demands  a  slight  modification  of  our  action. 
We  must  remember  that  it  has  heretofore  been  a  felony  to  teach 
these  people  to  read, — and  that  therefore  the  vast  majority  of 
them  cannot  read  the  Word  even  when  placed  in  their  bauds. 
We  must  remember  also  that  our  English  tongue  is  peculiarly 
difficult  to  learn  in  its  printed  form,  from  the  great  variety  of 
sounds  given  to  a  letter,  or  to  a  combination  of  letters,  and  from 
the  great  variety  of  combinations  representing  the  same  sound. 
This  is  indeed  one  of  the  chief  causes  why  there  are  in  Eng- 
land and  in  this  country  so  many  persons  unable  to  read  and 
write,  it  is  simply  because  learning  to  read  English  is  so  very 
difficult  a  task. 

Now  if  the  New  Testament  and  Psalms,  or  if  the  first  signa- 
tures, that  is  the  first  sheets  of  paper,  in  the  beginning  of  each 
of  the  various  volumes  issued  by  the  Bible  Society,  could  be  so 
printed  as  to  facilitate  greatly  the  process  of  teaching  to  read, 
if  this  could  be  done  without  much  extra  expense,  and  without 
injuring  the  appearance  and  usefulness  of  the  volume  to  those 
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who  can  already  read,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  most 
solemn  and  imperative  call  upon  us  to  see  that  such  editions  are 
issued,  for  the  use  of  the  freedmen  of  the  South,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  immigrants  speaking  a  foreign  tongue  and  desirous  of 
learning  to  speak  ours. 

But  such  an  edition  is  possible.  The  experiment  has  been 
tried  of  printing  English  words  with  such  artifices  of  printing, 
by  introducing  hair  spaces  between  the  syllables,  italicising 
silent  letters,  and  adding  a  very  few  points  above  and  below  the 
letters,  as  rendered  it  vastly  easier  for  the  learner  to  arrive  at 
the  pronunciation  of  the  word  from  its  visible  form.  Not  only 
has  such  a  phonic  text  been  printed,  but  pupils  taught  from  it 
with  very  great  success, — and  I  should  feel  myself  guilty  of  a 
great  wrong  to  all  the  ignorant  classes  using  English  speech,  and 
to  all  their  teachers  if  I  failed  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  pub- 
licly entreating  the  Bible  Society  to  try  the  experiment  of  issuing 
volumes  with  at  least  the  first  few  signatures  printed  in  a  phonic 
text,  either  that  employed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Zachos,  or  one  superior 
to  it,  if  such  can  be  devised. 

And  having  made  this  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  freedmen  of 
the  South,  and  in  behalf  of  our  country  as  affected  by  their 
future  character  and  behavior,  I  have  done  all  that  I  particularly 
desired  to  do  in  moving  the  acceptance  of  the  Report.  It  surely 
is  not  necessary  for  me  in  this  assembly  to  go  back  to  the  first 
principles  of  Christian  Faith,  and  attempt  to  demonstrate  that 
the  volumes  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  are  the  most  valu- 
able of  books  and  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  all  men  rather 
than  any  other  writings.  It  is  not  necessary  surely  for  me  to 
attempt  to  show  that  the  holiest  and  best  writings  of  the  saints 
of  modern  ages,  are  after  all  of  little  worth  when  weighed 
against  that  Book  from  which  we  draw  all  our  knowledge  of  Rev- 
elation,— and  from  which  indeed  all  modem  religious  doctrine 
of  any  sounduess  is  confessedly  drawn,  or  to  which  at  least  it  is 
confessedly  referred  as  test  and  umpire.  I  need  attempt  no 
such  task  because  it  is  superfluous.  We  are  Christians  and  I 
need  not  address  you  as  if  unbelievers. 

The  very  times  which  have  opened  this  new  and  immense 

field  of  missionary  labor  in  our  own  country  bring  to  us  also  the 
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clearest  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  written  Word  as  an  engine 
of  moral  power,  and  as  a  source  of  moral  light. 

For  I  suppose  that  in  no  country  of  the  world,  if  we  except 
Scotland,  has  there  been  so  universal  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible, 
so  free  and  manly  an  investigation  of  its  contents,  as  in  the 
loyal  States  of  America.  In  the  rebellious  States,  the  slaves 
and  poorer  white  men  could  not  read,  and  the  wealthier  white 
men,  if  they  read  the  volume,  read  it  usually  under  the  control 
of  a  very  strict  creed  allowing  them  no  latitude  of  thought  or 
interpretation.  But  in  the  loyal  States  on  the  contrary  the 
Bible  was  read  in  the  public  schools  and  taught  in  the  Sunday 
schools,  and  was  discussed  and  interpreted  with  a  freedom  that 
even  sometimes  bordered  on  irreverence.  But  this  knowledge  of 
the  blessed  Book  created  in  all  better  natures  a  deeper  respect 
for  its  teaching,  and  gave  its  spirit  more  power  over  the  heart. 

I  take  therefore  the  noble  heroism  of  our  people,  their  still 
more  noble  charity,  shown  during  the  past  four  years,  and  their 
almost  divine  forbearance  and  forgiveness  towards  the  awful 
barbarities  and  unheard-of  crimes  of  the  insurgents,  to  be  fruits 
of  the  Christian  spirit,  which  they  have  drawn  directly  or  in- 
directly from  the  "Word  of  God,  the  volume  which  Bible  Societies 
have  furnished  to  every  family  that  can  read  its  pages. 

We  who  are  here  present  need  no  argument  to  prove  the 
value  of  the  work  which  our  Society  has  undertaken.  And 
could  my  voice  reach  those  who  are  indifferent  to  otfr  work  I 
would  say  :  Is  not  the  volume  which  is  thus  the  well  of  life  to 
thousands,  their  light,  their  strength,  their  joy,  their  consolation, 
their  hope,  worthy  of  reverence  ?  Is  not  the  work  of  placing 
it  within  the  reach  of  all  who  desire  its  aid,  one  of  the  holiest 
of  all  charities  ?  Will  the  kindness  that  has  been  ready  to  furnish 
to  the  soldier  and  the  sailor,  and  the  freedman,  every  comfort 
and  alleviation  of  their  bodily  condition,  that  could  be  reasonably 
desired,  refuse  to  furnish  to  the  perishing  this  most  enduring  of 
all  treasures,  this  most  nourishing  of  all  food,  this  most 
miraculous  of  all  cordials, — this  very  water  of  life  ? 

The  services  were  then  closed  with  the  Doxology  and 
Benediction. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 

PREVIOUS  TO  rrs  incorporation. 

JuLr  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz  : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum  ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  ofBce  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtniiiing  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  jto  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  tneinbers. 


29 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution^  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Ten.    An  Act 
to  Incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Whereas,  the  persons  hereafler  named  in  this  Act,  together  with 
many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed  themselves 
into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  contri- 
bution, to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  for  distribu- 
tion among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State  and  elsewhere, 
who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  con- 
veniently supplied  without  the  aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order 
that  the  pious  and  laudable  objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively 
diffused,  they  have,  by  their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
(iveSj  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  authority  of  the  same.  That 
William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James  Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet 
Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bald- 
win, D.  D.,  the  Hon.  William  Drown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon. 
Isaac  Parker,  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd, 
f^q.,  Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Enquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together  with 
those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  associate  with  them 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  incorporated  into 
a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible  Society  op  Massachusetts. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  William  Phillips,  and 
others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain  a  body 
corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  may  have  a  seal  which  they  may  alter  at  pleasure ;  and 
the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and  receiving  from  any 
persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  purposes  of  this  institution  any 
grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise, 
and  donations,  bequests,  and  subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property, 
to  be  used  and  improved  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
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Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Corporation  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any  real  estate  other 
than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid,  provided  the  value  of  the 
whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may  sue  and  be 
sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint  an  agent  or  agents 
to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of  substitution. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may  choose  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  Trustees,  and  such 
other  officers  as  they  shall  sqjb  fit,  and  may  make  and  establish  such 
rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary  ;  provided  the 
same  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  or  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Sec  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  William  Phillips,  Esq.,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  the  first  meeting 
of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said  Society  may  appoint  the 
time  and  place  of  their  annual  and  other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of 
notifying  the  same ;  may  choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe 
their  duty,  and  may  vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may 
be  determined  by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such 
powers,  conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. — Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Sixty-five.    An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows : 

Sec.  1.  The  Corporation  heretofore  established  by  the  name  of 
The  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts,  shall  hereafter  be  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  and  by  that 
name  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  its  rights  and  privileges  and  be 
subject  to  all  its  liabilities  and  obligations  to  the  same  extent  as  if  its 
name  had  not  been  changed. 

Sec  2.  The  said  Society  may  publish,  procure,  purchase,  circu- 
late and  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  any  other  than  the  Eng- 
lish language,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  they  are 
now  authorized  by  law  to  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  any  thing 
in  the  Act  incorporating  the  said  Society  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing,— Jlpproved  by  the  Governor,  February  27,  18G5. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1651, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  '*  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  TI. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  ail  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    iv. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    v. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  fourteen 
Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Treasurer,  and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
taries and  Treasurer,  shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the 
recording  officer  of  that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  huch  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  tfie  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 


33 

newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE   z. 

The  Trustees  shall  bold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE  zi. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository. 

ARTICLE    ZII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository,  annually,  the  value  of  one  dollar  in  Bibles 
and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 

personal  application,  or  to  their  order  ;  and  they  can  be  issued 

only  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 
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MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 


BY   THE  PAYMENT   OF   TWENTY    DOLLARS   AND    UPWARDS. 


AbbOf  Rev.  Frederick  R.,  ^kington. 

Abhe,  Mr*.  Frederick  R.         ** 

Abbott,  Kev.  Jacob  J.,  H'kitinsvUit. 

Aborn,  John  O.,  South  Reading. 

Adnmi,  Bliubeth  W.,  I>«rry,  JV.  H. 

Adami,  John  Clark,  Ht>pkinton. 

*Adama,  Juhn  duincy,  Quimcf, 

Adaroi,  Neheniah,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Adami ,  Stephen  W.,  Medway. 

Adkina,  Mim  Mary  J.,  Somth  DeerJUld. 

*Albree,  John,  Boston. 

Albro,  John  A.,  D.  D.,  Cnmtridgt, 

Albro,  Mnu  Elisabeth  8.      " 

Albro,  MIm  Annie  E.  ** 

Alden,  Almira  8.  C,  Fozboro\ 

Alden,  Ruisell,  Campello. 

Alden,  Miti  Sarah  B.,  Rtndolph. 

Alden,  Miii  Satan,  " 

Aldrich,  Mri.  Mary  B.,  JFeatboro*. 

Allen,  Rov.  Nathaniel  O.,  Sjmerville. 

Allen,  Richard  H..  Braintre§. 

Amei,  Jamee  S  ,  Haverhill. 

Andrewi,  Arteniat  F.,  Fitchburg. 

Andrew!,  C.  L.,  Boeten. 

Andrewi,  W.  T.       " 

AndrewR,  Tbomai  E.,  HoUiston. 

*Appleton,  Samuel,  Boston. 

•Appleton,  William,    ** 

Archibnld,  Edward,  Methutn. 

Armea,  Misa  (Mara  F.,  CnmpeUo. 

Atwood,  Mra.  Abby,  Ckathnm. 

Atwood,  John  W.,  Aor(A  Bridgewater. 

Babcock,  Mra.  Nancy,  Boston, 

Babcock,  Rev.  William  R.,  Jammiea  Plain- 

Babaon,  Miii  Maria  R.,  QloneeUsr. 

Bacon,  Jacob,  ** 

Bacon,  Kev.  Jamei  M.,  Essex. 

Bacon,  Joaeph  N.,  JVewton. 

Baker,  Mra.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  DorekeHer. 

Baker,  Francii ,  South  Danvers. 

Ball,  Mi««  Elisabeth,  Concord. 

Barber,  Mra.  Elisa  A  ,  South  Danvers. 

Barber,  Martin,  Sherbom. 

Barber,  Rev.  William  M.,  South  Danvers. 

•Bard well,  Lieuu  Charlea  &,  WhaUly, 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brighton. 


Barnard,  William  F.,  Marlboro.' 

•Barnei,  William,  *< 

Bamea,  Zilpah,  Henniker,  JV.  H. 

Barrett,  Nathan  II.,  Concord. 

Barrett,  Miaa  Rebecca  M.        " 

Barilett,  Mra.  Eleanor  C,  PI f  mouth. 

Bartlett,  Tbomai,  Boston. 

Baaaett,  Henry,  Newton, 

Batcheider,  John  M.,  HoUiston. 

Biitchelur,  Stephen  F.,  fThUinsvilU. 

*Bayley,  Robert,  M»bur§port. 

Beal,  Alexander,  Boston. 

Beat,  Mrs.  Louiaa,  Cohasset. 

Beane,  Rev.  Samuel,  Morton. 

Beebe,  Jamea  M.,  Boston. 

Beebe,  Mra.  Jamea  M.  ** 

Boebe,  Charlea  B.  " 

Beebe,  Frinceo  L.  ** 

Beebe,  Edward  P.  ** 

Beebe,  Emily  B.  " 

Beebe,  Mary  L.  ** 

Beecher,  Rev.  William  H.,  Ab.  BroohfMd. 

Belknap,  Mi«B  Martha  M.,  Framiugham, 

Benaon,  Frederick  A.,  M'evton. 

Blanchard,  Miaa  France*  C,  Groton. 

Blia*,  Rev.  Charles  R.,  South  Reading. 

Bli*«,  Mra.  Charlea  R.  ** 

Bludgett,  Benjamin  C,  M'eielon. 

Blodgett,  Simeon,  South  DeerJMd. 

Blood,  Cyrua  W.,  Winchester. 

Blood,  Lyman,  Orison, 

Bod  well.  Rev.  Joaeph  C,  Wiihurn. 

Kodwell,  Mr*.  Cathaiine,        ** 

*Bond,  Geor^,  Boston. 

Boweri,  Luke  K.  ** 

Bowera,  Mra.  Cara  H.     *' 

Brackett,  James,  Qaincy. 

Brackett,  Lemuel,     ** 

*Braman,  Rev.  laaac,  Oeorgetown. 

Brant,  Aaron,  SoiUh  Reading. 

Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  Raynham. 

Brewer,  Cyrus,  Dorchester, 

Brewer,  Mrs.  C.  F.,  Boston, 

Brewer,  John  R.  ** 

Brickcti,  Franklin,  Haverhill. 

Brings,  Rev.  William  T.,  Princeton. 
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Brifgv,  Mra.  Ahhj  L.,  Prinetttm. 

*Bromfi6ld,  ClisatMth,  BoUem, 

^Brooks,  Peter  C.  " 

BruokR,  Peter  C.  ** 

Brown,  Mra  Harriet  L.,  Boston. 

Brown,  Juieph,  Oroton. 

Brown,  Mri.  Mary  O.,  HaverhUl, 

Burklin,  Simon  S.,  Brookline. 

Bulkley,  Mri.  C.  P.,  PlatUburgk ,  JV.  Y, 

Burge,  LorcDso,  Botton. 

Burr,  Charlei  C,  JtmbumdaU, 

Bur  rage,  J.  C,  Botton. 

Burrill,  Hear;,  Jr.,  East  Jtbington. 

Buah,  Henry  J.,  fVestJleld. 

Buthby,  Sophia  W.,  S-mtk  Danvere. 

Butler,  Rev.  Daniel,  Boston. 

Butler,  Mra.  Jane  D.      " 

CaJy,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  fVsst  Camhridgs. 

Cady,  Mra.  Harriet  S.  ** 

Caldwell,  Rev.  W  £.,  Hyrmis 

Capen,  Mra.  Charlea,  Framingkom. 

Capron,  William  C,  Uibridge, 

Carleton,  George  H.,  Haverhill. 

(Carpenter,  Catharine  EL,  Foxboro'. 

Carpenter,  Daniel,  ** 

Carpenter,  Ed«on,  " 

Carr,  John  C,  IVest  Jfewbnry, 

Carrier,  Rev.  Auguatui  H.,  Aubnrndalt. 

Carter,  E^lward,  ./f iu/or«r. 

Cary,  George  C,  JV.  Bridgetoatsr. 

Cary,  Mri.  Mary  D.,  Foxboro'. 

Chandler,  Mi^a  Prancea  E.,  Andovsr. 

Chandler,  H.  H.,  CharUstown, 

Chapin,  Caleb  T  ,  M'orthboro'. 

Chapman,  George  H.,  Winekesier. 

Chaae,  Ann  Maria,  Haverhill. 

Chaae,  Charlea  W.,        '* 

Chaae,  George  S.  ** 

Chaae,  Hexekiah,  Lynn. 

Chaae,  Robert,  Haverhill. 

Cheevor  ira,  Chelsen. 

Child,  Miaa  Anna  G.,  Springfield. 

Chilli,  Miaa  Lucy,  Thetferd,  Ft. 

Childa,  Carlos,  Henniker^  JiT.  H. 

Childa,  Horace,  *' 

Choate,  David,  M.  D.,  Salem. 

^Clap,  Jamea,  Dorchester. 

Clap,  Mra.  Rebecca,  Boston. 

Clapp,  Jamea  B.  ** 

Clapp,  John  C.  " 

Clapp, Samuel,  Foxborough. 

Clark,  Rev.  Edward  L.,  JW?  Bridgewater. 

Clark,  Elbridge,  E«j(  Medtoay. 

Clark,  George,  Concord, 

Clark,  Jamea  G.,  Amdover. 

Clark,  John  L.,     ** 

Clark,  Jooatban,  Winchester. 

Clark,  Rev.  Joaaph  B  ,  Yarmouth. 


Clark,  Mra.  Miranda  D.,  Basttn. 

Clark,  Miaa  Nelly,  Sherborn. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.,  Winchester. 

Clark,  Rev.  P.  K  ,  South  Deerfield. 

Clark,  Rufua  W.,  D.  D  ,  Albany^  JV.  Y. 

Clarke,  Mra  Ad«tlisa  l{.,Medu>ay. 

Claike,  Rev.  Doruti,  IFultham. 

Clarke,  Francia,  Haverhill, 

Clarke,  George  E.,  Falmo^h, 

Clary,  Mra.  8.  S.,  Wareham. 

CIcavoland,  Waldo,  South  Deerfield. 

Clifford,  Wyatt  B.,  Chatham. 

Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  JVcwCon  Corner. 

Cobb,  Jacob,  Abingtan. 

Cobb,  Ret.  L.  H.,  Andover. 

*Cobb,  Richard,  Boston. 

*Codman,  Charlea  R.  ** 

Codman,  Mra.  Catharine,   " 

Colby,  Albert,  " 

Colby,  Barak,  Henniker,  JV.  H. 

Cole,  Aaa,  fFe»t  Medway. 

Cole,  Miaa  Ella  A.,  Medway, 

Conn,  Horace,  Wobum. 

Cook,  Aaa,  Jiewton. 

Coolidge,  Rev.  Amoa  H.,  Leicester, 

Coolidge,  JoReph,  Boston. 

Coolidge,  Lowell,      Sherborn. 

Coolidge,  Mra.  Catharine,  ** 

Copp,  Joaeph  A.,  D.  D.,  Chelsea. 

Copp,  Mra.  Fedora  P.,         " 

Couaena,  Beulah  P.,  JiTewton  Centre, 

Cowdry,  Robert,  Winchester. 

Crafla,  Mra.  Sarah  P.,  A'ewton. 

t'roftby,  Jamea,  Boston, 

Croaby,  Mra.  Rebecca,    *' 

Cruikahanka,  George,  St.  Johnsbury^  FL 

Curtia,  Abner,  £a«c  Abington, 

Cuahman,  George  H.,  ^orth  Bridgewater. 

Cuihman,  Mra. Rachel  B.  " 

Cutter,  Stephen,  Winchester. 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.        ** 

Dakin,  Thomaa  L.,  Sudbury. 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  Reading. 

*Dana,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Dana,  Charlea  B.,  Brookline. 

Dane,  John  H.  *' 

Daniell,  Mra.  Elisa  B.,  R.  Medway. 

Daniell,  Otia,  Boston. 

Daniela,  Mra.  Mariam  W..  East  Medway. 

Davia,  Alfred  N.,  A*.  Wilmington. 

Davia,  Alvah  .M.,  Haverhill. 

Davia,  Jamea,  Boston. 

Davia,  John,  Metkuen. 

Davia,  Lydia  K.,  Dunstable. 

Davia,  Rev.  Perley  B.,  Sharon. 

Ddvia,  Thaddeui  Uriah,  Dunstable. 

Day,  Robert  L.,  JVcwton. 

DickaoD,  Oliver,  SomervUle. 
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Diekion,  Mn.  Sanh  E^  SotMrvUU. 

DenhaiDi  Rer.  09org&,  Ch§lttm. 

DMham,  Mn.  Clara  D.    «* 

Dickerman,  Rer.  Lynndar,  fTtpngmlh, 

Dii,  Mra.  Elijah,  Bosfn, 

Dix,  Samuel  F.,  M'ewton, 

Dodd,  Rer.  Stephen  O.,  Eagt  Rmndslpk. 

Dodfe,  Rer.  JohOf  Hmrvmrd. 

Dodge,  Mra.  Ann  8.      " 

Dodge,  Mn.  J.  M.  C,  Jindottr, 

Doggett,  Rot.  Thoa.,  MUgmra,  Fmllt,  A*.  T. 

Doggett,  Mn.  Francea  L. 

Doggett,  William, 

*Dorr,  John,  Boston. 

•Dow,Jo«iah,    " 

•Dowae,  Edward,  D§dkawu 

•Dowie,  Elisabeth  R.  L.,  Sherbarn. 

Dudley,  P.  W.,  WhUinMviU9, 

Dudley,  Mn.  Harah  A.      ** 

Dunham,  Chariot  II.,  IfinehuUr, 

Dunlap,  Sumner,  South  DeerJUU, 

Dunton,  Hiram  P.,  Speuetr, 

Dunn,  Edward  H.,  Boston. 

Durgin,  Jamea,  Wsst  M'owbury. 

Dutch,  Elixaheth,  Boston. 

Dyer,  Rev.  EL  Porter,  Smsrvills, 

Eager,  William,  Boston. 

Eamea,  Mra.  Nancy,  Sksrhorn, 

Earoei,  Warran,  ^''ilmington. 

Eattburn,  Ru  Rev.  Manton,  D.  D  ^  Boston. 

Eaton,  Mn.  Ann  E.,  South  Rsading, 

Eaton,  Eben,  fymminfhmm. 

Eaton,  Miaa  Martha  W.,  Fitehkurg. 

Eoton,  William,  Boston. 

Eaton,  William  J.,  fV$stboro\ 

Eddy,  Joabua,  Kast  MiddUhoro\ 

Edwarda,  Frwlerick  a,  JV.  Chslw^fgrd. 

Edwardi,  Maria  F. 

Edwardt,  Nathan  B. 

Edwarda,  Nathan  F.  « 

Edward*,  Sibhyl  R.  <* 

Edwarda,  Victor  E.  *« 

Eldred,  Lorenao,  Fulmouth. 

*Eliot,  Samuel,  Boston. 

*Eliot,  Samuel  A.  " 

ElU,  Mra.  Elisabeth  W.,  Ofter<t«,  O. 

•Elwell,  Robert,  Boston. 

Emeraon,  Jacob,  Jr.,  Msthusn. 

EmenoD,  Mn.  Jacob,      ** 

Emeraon,  R.  V.  C,  Miwton. 

Emery,  Mn.  Harriet,  Jforth  fFofmouth 

Emery,  Mra.  Mary,  Chatham, 

Emery,  Mri.  Sarah  M.,  M'stoburyport. 

*Everett,  EdwartI,  Boston. 

Fairbanks.  Htephen,  ^ 

*FamBworth,  Mr*.  Abel,  Groton. 

Farr,  Alba  A.,  Msthusn. 

Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  Camkriigo. 
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Fay,  Cymfl,  W§tthoro\ 

Fay,  Joaiah  C,  HophiiUon. 

Fayorweather,  Mra.  S.  A.,  WoHhoro\ 

Fayerweather,  MIm  S.  W.,       ** 

Fearing,  Albeit,    Boston. 

Fearing,  Mra.  Albert,  ** 

Fiiher,  Miaa  Elisa,  Msdioof. 

Fiaher,  Milton  M.,  MUway  VUlmg: 

Filch,  John  A.,  HoploMton. 

Kits,  Daniel,  D.  D.,  Ipswich, 

Fits,  Mra.  Hannah  B.  D.    •« 

Fits,  Daniel,  Jr.  ** 

Fits,  Daniel  F.  " 

Flundert,  Joseph,  HavorhUL 

Fletcher,  Epiiraim  ^.,  H'hitinsvUla, 

Fletcher,  Mra.  L.  C.  " 

Fletcher,  Mra.  Hannah  C,  Manchtotor. 

Fletcher,  laaac  W.,  State. 

Fletcher,  Nancy  B.     " 

FIt'tcher,  Rev.  Jamea  F.,  Danvero. 

Fletcher,  Mn.  Lydia  M.        ** 

Fletcher,  Stillman,  ffimchoster. 

Fletcher,  William,  » 

Flion,  Mn.  Paulona,       " 

Floyd,  Miaa  Mary  J.,  South  Dmnuoro, 

Ford,  Rev.  Oeorge,  TMand. 

*Ford,  Thomaa  A.,  Boston. 

Ford,  Thomaa  A.,  Jforth  Bridgetomtor. 

Ford,  Mn.  Elisa  C.       *' 

Foadick,  Charlea,  Oroton. 

Fo«dick,  Frederick,    ** 

Foadick,  Roee,  " 

*Foadick,  Samuel  W." 

Foadick,  MIm  Mary,  <* 

Fuater,  Rev.  Aanin,  E.  CharUmonL 

Foster,  Miaa  Elisa  C,  Rowlef. 

Foster,  Mia.  Mary,  Palmsr. 

^Francis,  Ebeoeser,  Boston. 

French,  Mra.  Harriet  8.,  TauMlan, 

Frothingham,  A.  T.,  Camhridgt. 

Furber,  Rev.  Daniel  L.,  J^Tswton. 

Furlier,  Mra.  Maria  B.  <* 

Gage,  Garvin  R.,  Woburn. 

Gale,  Rev.  Wake6old,  Roekport. 

*Gale,  Mra.  Wakefield,       <* 

Gale,  Justin  Edwards,         " 

Gallot,  Nathan,  Oroton. 

Garrette,  Rev.  Edmund  Y.,  MiUbmrji. 

Garrette,  Mrs.  Fransenia  W.      ** 

Garret te.  Flora  Gertrude,  ** 

Garrette,  Mary  Spring,  ** 

Giliion,Mra.  Luther,  QmUn. 

*Gibbs,  Mrs.  Mary,  Boston. 

Gil'Hirt,  Benjamin  R.    ** 

Gile«,  Mrs.  Elisaboth  W.,  Roekport. 

(viles,  .Miss  Mary  Olive,  Olouesstor, 

Gilman,  Misa  Rebeeca  I.,  Bradford. 

Goodell,  H.  Augustoa,  WhUinnUU. 
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Gordon,  Solomoo  J.,  B^tUm, 

Gordon,  Mri.  Robecea,  ** 

Gordon,  Jeannie,  ** 

Gott,  J.  R.,  JUekptrU 

*Graot,  MoMi,  BtUn. 

•Gray,  Francia  C.  «« 

♦Gray,  Henry,         •* 

Gray,  Horace, 

Gray,  John  C. 

Gieeley,  Rev.  Edward  H^  Mttknun. 

Greeley,  Mra.  Edward  H.         ** 

Green,  Rev.  J.  S.  C,  AVwton. 

Greenwood,  Mr*.  Bally  K.,  8k§rhoru, 

*Grew,  John,  Bottom. 

Griggi,  Dr.  8am  uel,  ffestbort^. 

Grigfff,  Mri.  8.  M.  «< 

Grorer,  Mr*.  Caroline,  Foxkoro*, 

Hale,  £.  J.  M.,  HavtrkUL 

Hale,  lira.  E.  J.  M.    " 

Hall,  Mr*.  Joaepb  P.,  Oroton. 

♦Hamroatt,  Mra.  Mary,  Botton. 

Hammond,  Rev.  W.  E,  MtrrinilUy  Jf.  T 

Hammond,  Mra.  Louiie  M.  " 

Harding,  Mra.  Teropermnee,  ChMtkmm. 

Hardwiek,  Tbomaa,  Quiney. 

Hartwell,  Lottie  E.,  Orotou. 

Hardy,  Truman,  MancktHer, 

Hastinge,  Alice,  M'tietonville, 

Hasting!,  UoUii,  Framingkam. 

*Hateh,  Benjamin,  East  FalwuiUk. 

Hawet,  Cynthia,  Wrtntkam. 

Hawea,  Julia,  *« 

Hay  ward,  Eliaa,  BraintrtB, 

Hayward,  Paul,  A»kky, 

Hasel,  Mra.  Sarah  L ,  Oloucttter, 

Headley,  Rev.  P.  C,  fVattrvilU,  Jtfa. 

Healy,  Rev.  Joeeph  W.,  fValpelt, 

♦Heard,  John,  Ipowiek, 

Henahaw,  Mra.  Sarah  W.,  BoHon. 

Hersey,  Jacob,         Foxboro', 

Hewina,  Mra.  Annette  P.  *' 

Hcwina,  Levi  R.  •* 

♦Higginaon,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Boston, 

Hildrath,  Mra.  Mary  R.,  Chroton. 

Hill,  Rev.  George  E.,  SaxomvUU, 

♦Hill,  Henry,  Boston. 

Hill,  Jotham,  Wobmrn. 

Hitchcock,  George  M.,  Brimjield, 

Hobaon,  Miaa  Priacilla,  Rowltf, 

Holbrook,  Eliaha,  £m(  Randslpk, 

Holland,  Miaa  Sarah  E.,  Boston. 

Holm,  Jacob  P.,  Mancksster. 

♦Holmea,  Abiel,  D.  D.,  Cmmbridgs. 

Holmea,  Miaa  Elisabeth  A.,  BslviderSf  lU. 

Holmea,  Mra.  Fanny  D.,  Sontk  Ptymontk. 

Homer,  Charlea  W.,  Cmmkridgs. 

Hooker,  George  B.,  Sktrhom. 

Hooper,  Robert,  Bosimu 


Hoppio,  Rev.  Jaroea  M.,  ATaie  ffitMR, 
Hoamer,  Miaa  Eliza,  Concord* 
Hovey,  George  O.,  Boston* 
How,  Frederick,  Danvsrs, 
♦How,  Jamee,  Boston. 
Howard,  Rev.  Martin  S.,  Orsndmnd. 
Howard,  Mra.  Matilda  P.,  A*.  BrUgs 
♦Howe,  John,       <* 
Howea,  Collina,  Ckmtknm. 
Howard,  Cary,  M^srtk  Bridgswmtsr, 
Howard,  David,  «* 

Hoyt,  Mra.  Maria,  Frnmingknwi. 
Hubbard,  Mra.  Charlea  A.,  Concord. 
Hulbert,  Charlea,  Bostsn, 
Humphrey,  Daniel,  Jfortk  Wtymsutk, 
Hurd,  Francia  P.,  M.  D.,  Sontk  Rsndii 
Hutchina,  Caroline  M.,  FTtstford, 
Hutchina,  Maria  J.  ** 

Hulehioa,  William  E.  <* 

♦Hyabp,  David,  Bostom. 
trackman,  Mra.  Suaan  M.,  Modtssc§. 
Jackaon,  Jamea,    Bostsn. 
♦Jaekaon,  Patrick  T.  " 
JefTriea,  Miaa  Catharine  Amory,  Bostt 
Jephaon,  Miaa  C.  R.,  BrooUins. 
Johnaon,  Mra.  Emma  E.,  Bradford, 
Johnaon,  Francia,  Winckestor, 
Johnaon,  Peter  R.,  HolUston, 
Johnaon,  Miaa  Rebecca,  Jfortk  Andov 
Johnaon,  Mta.  S.  W.,  Fnrmingtem^  M 
Jonea,  Auguatoa  T.,  AVrU  Bridgeton 
Jonea,  Henry  E.,  UoUiston. 
Joy,  Mra.  Abigail,  Boston. 
Keep,  N.  C.  « 

Keith,  Adelbert  F.,  CnmpslU. 
Keith,  Albert,  «* 

Keith,  Arsa  B.  *• 

♦Keith,  Charlea,  ^rortk  Bridgswater. 
Keith,  Ziba  C,  Campslto. 
Kendall,  Mra.  Abel  M.,  Bostsn. 
Kendall,  William,  fFkitinsvUls. 
Kendrick,  John,  HaverkUl. 
Kendrick,  Mra.  Lydia  F.,  Ckntkam. 
Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Foxboro*. 
Kerr,  Jane  K.  " 

Kettelle,  Jacob  Q.,  Boston. 
Kimball,  Benjamin,  Sd,  HnvtrkUt. 
Kimball,  Rev.  Caleb,  Modwnjf. 
Kimball,  Daniel  W.,  H'incksster. 
Kimball,  David,  Brniford. 
Kimball,  John  R.,  fVobum. 
Kimball,  Mra.  Sylvia,  H'ostkoro'. 
Kingmnn,  Miaa  Elisa,  Boston. 
Kingman,  Miaa  Sarah,      " 
Kingabury,  Nathaniel, 
Kittredge,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Aim  T^rk  citi 
♦Knowlee,  Rev.  Jamea  D.,  Boston, 
Kdox,  Mra.  8.,  iUck  i€ltmd,  ilL 
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Lamberti  Min  Eliubetb  G.,  R§iol*f. 

Lambert,  Rer.  Thomat  R.,  CAar/Mtovm. 

Lamion,  E<lwin,     Boston. 

LanMoo,  Mri.  Edwin,  ** 

Lamion,  Helen,  ** 

Lane,  Antbonjr,  Lancaster. 

Lane,  Rev.  John  W.,  Wkalsly. 

Lane,  Richmond  J.,  Rast  Jlkinglsn* 

Langworthj,  Rev.  Iiiaac  P.,  Chelssa. 

Larkin,  Lydia  E.,  Ckestsr,  Jf.  H. 

Laiell,  Jotiah,  AuhnmdaU. 

Laurie,  Inglia,  Oioattmaa,  Minnesota. 

*Ijawrence,  Amoa,  Boston, 

Lawrence,  Ret.  Amo«  E.,  Lancaster. 

Lawrence,  Aaa,  Qroton, 

*Lawrenee,  Mrs.  >L  A.     ** 

Lawrence,  Cartii,  ** 

Lawrence,  Mrt.  Cartit,     " 

lAwronce,  Min  Suinn  P.,  ** 

Lawrence,  Mrt.  Nanejr  T.,  Hllto«,  Jlf«. 

l«each,  Simeon,  East  Stoughton. 

Leavitt,  Mra.  Elizabeth  G.,  Boston. 

Lee,  Rev.  Samuel  II.,  ^^ertk  Briigewater. 

Leedg,  Benjamin,  BrooUine, 

Lflodf,  Bcnjimin,  Jr.    " 

Loed»,  Mri.  Anno  B.     ** 

Leedi,  Mist  Anne  G.    ** 

Leet,  Mrt.  Samuel,  Concord. 

Lefavoui,  luachar,  Bcvsrly. 

Leland,  Calvin,  Jr.,  M'atick. 

Leonard,  Eliza,  Foxboro*. 

Leonard,  Jamet  M.,  Bridgewater, 

Lowii,  Reuben,  Oroton. 

Lincoln,  Rev.  Cal? in,  Hingham. 

Lincoln,  F.  W.,  Jr.,  Boston. 

Lincoln,  Noah,  " 

Little,  Rev.  Clbridge  G.,  JVo.  Middleboro*. 

Little,  Mri.  Lucia  8.,  JV.  MiddUboro\ 

Little,  Sarah  Itabel,  " 

Little,  Waldo  P.,  ^re»ton  Centre. 

Little,  William  A.  *< 

Livermore,  George,  Cambridge. 

*Loeke,  Epbraim,  Boston. 

Loomii,  Rev.  Elihu,  Littleton. 

Lord,  Min  Anna  M.,  Ipswich. 

Lord,  Juhn  A.,  South  Danvers. 

Lord,  Louita  C,  Manchester, 

Loring,  Mil*  Hannah  W.,  Ifewton  Centre. 

*Lowell,  Charlei,  D.  D.,  Boeton. 

Lumb,Wi  Ilium,  " 

Ljman,  Rev.  George,  Sntton. 

Lyon,  MiM  Chluo  R.,  Campetlo. 

Maltby,  Rev.  Erastu*,  7\iMaeoii. 

Manning,  Otiii,  Littleton. 

Manning,  Eidward  W.,  H'obum. 

Marble,  Mri.  Mary  E.,  Grafton. 

Marrett,  Lorenzo,  Rast  Cambridge. 

Marih,  Elizabeth  C,  HmerhUl 


Marah,  E.  J.,  Leominater, 
Manb,  Miu  Julii  M.,  HaverkiU. 
Maynard,  Rev.  Joihua  L.,  PUiinJUld.  Ct, 
^Mariton,  William,  Boston. 
•McKean.  William,     " 
Me  Keen,  Philena.  Andover. 
*.McLean,  Mrt.  Ann,  Boston. 
McLean,  Rev.  John  K.,  Framingkam, 
Meant,  Rev.  John  O.,  Roxbnrf, 
5Ieant,  Mrt.  John  O.        " 
Merriam,  Abner  H.,  Templettnu 
Mettenger,  Mitt  Eliza,  Fitckburg, 
Mill*,  Rev.  Chailet  L.,  H'rentkam. 
Millt,  Mr».  Rebecca  B.  " 

Minot,  William,  Boston. 
Minot,  Wi Ilium,  Jr.    " 
.Mixtor,  Mrt.  Fanny  L.,  Boston. 
Mixter,  Mrt.  .Mary  R.,  Hardieick. 
Mixter,  Mra.  S.  E.,  Rock  Island,  HI. 
Mooar,  Rev.  George,  Oakland^  Cal. 
Moort,  Rufut,  Oraitm. 

Moort,  Mrt.  Rufut,        " 
Moidough,  Rev.  John  H.,  Portland,  Me. 
Morley,  Rev.  Sardii  B.,  ffilliamttawn, 
Morriton,  Daniel  T.,  Mstkuen. 
Morriion,  Miii  Nancy  T.,  Rowley. 
Morie,  Mitt  Abby  P.,  Emperiaf  Kanems. 
Morie,  Cliarlet  N  ,  Foxboro*. 
Morte,  Mita  Emily  A.,  Bradford. 
Morte,  Henry,  M'atiek. 
Morte,  Rufut  W.,  Metkuen. 
Moaeley,  Edward  S.,  M'ewbiayporU 
Moaman,  Walter  B.,  Ckieopee. 
.Munger,  Rev.  Theodore  T.,  Haverkilf. 
Murray,  Rev.  Jamei  O.,  M'ew  York  Ci*f. 
Murray,  Mrt.  Julia  R.  " 

Naaon,  Rev  Ellas,  Eteter,  If.  H, 
NeUon,  Jonathan  H.,  Skrtwsbnry. 
*Newell,  Montgomery,  Boston. 
Newhall,  Lucy  Ann,  Stow. 
Newman.  Mitt  Sarah  A.,  ipswiek. 
Nicholt,  Alfred  A.,  fVeH  jSmesbmrf. 
Nicbolt,  Jamet  R.,  HaverkiU, 
Nicholt,  Moaea,  " 

Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  GroCea. 
Norerott,  Joiiah,  Sontk  Rea^ng. 
Norcraaa,  Mra.  Joaiah,  " 
Nourte,  Daniel,  West  Medway, 
Nourae,  Sutan  M.,  Bolton. 
Noyet,  Alva,  Jforth  Bridgewater. 
Noyet,  Jacob,  Jtbington. 
Noyet,  Luke  B.,  Soutk  Abington, 
Noyea,  Rufut  S.,  A*.  Bridgewater. 
Odiin,  Bcnjimin,  Exeter,  AT.  H. 
Odiin,  Mrt.  E.  T.  " 

Ordway,  Aaron  !«.,  Jfew  York  ctly. 
Ordway,  .Mita  Charlotte,  Bradford, 
Oaborne,  George  P.,  SonUk  Danvere, 
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Otf  ood,  R.  B.,  WkUinnilU, 

Packard,  Rot.  D.  Temple,  SonunHle. 

Packard,  Edward  C^  Mitrih  BrUgmoaUr, 

Packard,  8.  Edwarda,  »* 

Packard,  Zibeoo,  JIbingiam. 

Paige,  George  R.,  JV«io  SafcM. 

Paine,  Mr*.  Sarab  M.,  HMtiu 

*Paine,  Miaa  Sarah  C.       ** 

Palmer,  Rer.  Charlee  Bay,  Salnu 

*Palmer,  Rev.  Btepheo,  M'—ikam, 

Palmer,  Squire,  &mUA  DterJitUL 

Park,  John  C,  Bo$Un, 

*Parkar,  John,  " 

Parker,  Mn.  Sarah,  " 

•Parkroan,  Francia,  D.  D.     ** 

*Parkroan.  Samuel,  " 

Parkman,  Mm.  Sarah,  ** 

Parmenter,  Mrs.  E.  J.  G.,  P9itr»hmm, 

^Partuna.  Gorham,  Boston, 

*ParMn*,  WiUiam,       '* 

Partridge,  Joaeph,  HoUitton. 

Patrick,  Rev.  Uenry  J.,  Wett  JVcwtra. 

Patrick,  Mra.  Martha  L.  ** 

Pattee,  Willard,  FoxboroK 

Pattereoo,  David  U.,  Mtlhiun. 

Paul,  Frederick  A.,  LmkeviUe. 

Paul,  Henry,  AVwCoa. 

Paul,  Mra.  Henry,       '< 

•Paul,  Luther,  <* 

Paul  Luther,  Jr.  ^* 

Paul,  Mill  Harriet,    " 

Paul.  Miaa  Mary,         " 

Payion,  Miaa  Soaan,  Foxhoro'. 

Payfon,  William  P.,         *' 

Peaae,  George  W.,  Salom. 

Pearaon,  Miaa  Hannah  J.,  Lowell. 

Peckham,  Hubbard,  Petertkam, 

Peirce,  Rav.  Bradford  K.,  Horlom^  A*.  T. 

Porkina,  E.  £.,  AVirtA  MiddUboro*. 

Peikina,  Jairua  U.,  ^ortk  JUiddlebero'. 

*Perkina,  Jamea,     Booton, 

*Perkina,  Jamea,  Jr.     " 

*Perkina^  Thoroaa  H.    " 

Pttrley,  Mra.  Abigail  T.,  Sa/<M. 

Parley,  Jacob,  Saiaai. 

Perry,  Miai  Catharine  H.,  Skerbom. 

*Peter*,  Edward  D.,  Botton. 

Pottae,  Miaa  Eliaa  J.,  Foxboro*. 

Pottoe,  Samuel  Gardner,  Slougkton, 

Phillipa,  Alonso  P.,  South  Danvert. 

*Phillip«,  Jonathan,  Boston. 

Phillipa,  Mra.  Sally,      *' 

*Phi!lip«,  William,       " 

Pickard,  Kev.  Daniel  W.,  Oroveland. 

Pickering,  Henry  W.,  Boston. 

Pierce,  Rev.  Charlea  H.,  MtUbnrf. 

Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  Msiford. 

Pik*!  Bav.  John,  Rewls^. 


Plumb,  Rev.  Albert  H.,  CluUon. 
Plumb,  Joeeph  Dart,  " 

Plumer,  Mra.  Martha  H.,  Rowlof. 
Plummer,  larael,  ITkUintvilU. 
Pood,  Almira  W.,  Somlk  JUaldtn, 
Pond,  John  P.,  Bootmu 
Pond,  Mra.  Nancy,  Medwnf, 
Pood,  William  £.,  fFrontknm, 
Poor,  Joaeph,  South  Danvtrt. 
Poor,  Nathan  H.    " 
Porter,  Samuel  S.,  ffinektsttr. 
Pratt,  Corneliua,  Jforih  Wtf  mouth. 
Prutt,  Galen,  M'orth  Bridgsiontsr. 
Pratt,  Galen  E.  " 

Pratt,  Norton,  Braintrte, 
Pratt,  Phehe,  Sherborn. 
Pratt,  Zebulon,  M'orth  MUdltboro*. 
*Preacott,  William,  Boston. 
*Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Qsorgetown. 
Prince,  Mra.  Sarah  B.,  Bridgewmttr. 
Pritchard,  William,  M'twburfport. 
Pioctor,  Mra.  Lucy  A.,  Qloucestor. 
Proctor,  Thorndike,  South  Danvtrs. 
Uuincy,  Thomaa  D.,  Dorehtstsr. 
auincy,  Mr*.  J.  C.  ** 

Rankin,  Mra.  Mary    .,  Lovtll, 
Read,  Miaa  Martha,  Ernst  Jfbington. 
Reed,  Miaa  Caroline  G.,  Haverhill. 
Reed,  Horace,  So^h  Jfbington. 
Rice,  Mra.  Agnea  L..  Boston. 
Rice,  Mn.  Elisabeth  C,  Lawrtneo. 
Rico,  Mra.  Henry  A.  ** 

Rice,  Miaa  M.  Auguata,  fFestboro*. 
Rich,  Rev.  Alonso  B.,  Bevorlf. 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  Judaon,  Dorehoster. 
Richarda,  Mra.  A.  M.,  Liuhjlsld,  Ct 
Richarda,  Jame*  F.,  CnmptUo. 
Richardson,  Benjamin  P.,  Bostsm, 
Richardaoo,  Luther,  Winchssttr. 
Bichardaon,  Miaa  Sarah  £.,  Concord. 
Richardson,  Sumner,  IVinehesior, 
*Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boston. 
Robbina,  Andrew,  Oroton. 
Rubbins,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
*Robbini,  Edward  H.  " 

Rtiberts,  Rev.  Jacob,  Ernst  Msdieof. 
Roberta,  Mra.  Mary  A.,  ** 

Rubinaon,  Charlea  W.,  jSuhurndals, 
Robinson,  Mrs.  Clara  A.,  WinehfsUr, 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  Jfvrth  Bridgswmtsr. 
Robinson,  Rev.  Reuben  T.,  Winehestt 
Rock  wood,  John,  Oroton. 
Rockwood,  Miaa  Polly  S.,  JtskUnd. 
'^Rogers,  George,  Boston. 
Rtignrs,  George  L^,  ^ewburyport. 
Rogers,  Shubael  G.,  Boston. 
*  Rogers,  Rev.  William  M.,  Boston. 
Buaaell,  Sarah  J.,  Frmwumgkmm, 
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Hyder,  MarietU,  CkmtlMwu 

Banrord,  Mra  Adeline  D.,  Mtdwrny  Village 

Baffurd,  Rer.  George  B.,  Burlington^  Fu 

^Saliibury,  Bamoel,  Beaton. 

Sarf  eant,  Jamei  C,  Onkham, 

Sargent,  Cdmond,  fVeH  AmuVwr^. 

Sargent,  Luciui  M.,  Bttsion. 

Sargent,  Samuel  G.,  Mttkutn, 

Sawtell,  Mn.  Epbraim,  Oroton, 

Sawyer,  Seth  C,  E.  Randolph. 

*Scudder,  Charlea,  Boston. 

Scodder,  Mra.  Sarah  L.  " 

Seaver,  A.  W.,  JVorCA&oro*. 

Seeley,  Rev.  Raymond  H.,  Havorkill. 

Secley,  51  n.  Fanny  B.  ** 

Selfridge,  Thomai  O.,  Boston. 

Shattuck,  Andrew,  Oreton. 

Shaw,  Mra.  Hannah,  Boston. 

Sheldon,  Rev.  Luther  II.,  fVsstboroK 

Sheldon,  Mri.  Sarah  H.  ** 

Shiverick,  Miii  Maria  L.,  Campello, 

*8igourney,  Andrew,  Boston, 

Sigourney,  Henry,  " 

Skiilingi,  David  N.,  mnckesttr. 

'^luck,  Rugglof ,  Boston. 

Sldfler,  Rev.  Edmund  P.,  Boston 

Small,  Amoa  T.,  fVest  Amsshur^, 

Smnll,  Hamuol  A.,  Millbury 

Small,  Mri.  Sumner,  JVcwtoa  C*ntr». 

Smith,  Albert  W.,  Brooklins. 

Smith,  Mit.  Jjury  Jane,    " 

Smith,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  PeppsrelL 

Smith,  Mn.  Ilattie  J.,  Qloncestsr, 

Smith.  Rev.  Mataon  M.,  Bridgeport^  Ct. 

Smith,  Mr«.  Mation  M.  ** 

Smith,  Norman,  Oroton. 

Smith,  Richaid,  &nUk  Dmnvors. 

Smith,  Mra.  Charlotte,    " 

*Smith,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Smith,  Mra.  Sarah,  jSndover. 

Smith,  Warren  N.,  fVkitinsvUU. 

Swift,  Miaa  Lottie  II.,  Andover. 

Snow,  Mrt.  Caroline,  M'svBton  Comer. 

Snow,  Mra.  Mark,  Chatham. 

Soule,  Henry  M.,  South  Ahington. 

Southgate,  Rev.  Robert,  Ipswich. 

Southgate,  Mn.  Mary  Francei,  Ipswich. 

South  worth,  Mn.  Caroline  M.,  Msdwny. 

Spoonor,  W.  B.,  Boston. 

Spring,  Mn.  Adela  C,  fThitinsvUls. 

Stacy,  Alltert,  Concord. 

Stebbini,  Rev.  Milan  C,  Ctroton, 

Stevens,  Norman  C,  AVwton. 

Steveni,  Mra.  E.  M.        *' 

Steven*,  Samuel,  Oloueesler. 

*Stoddard,  Lewia  T.,  Brooklins. 

Stone,  Andrew  L.,  I).  1).,  Boston, 

Stone,  Mra.  Matilda  F.,  Bvstun. 


Stone,  Martha  A.,  M)noton  Csntrg, 
Storra,  Euniee  C.         Brmmtra%. 
Stom,  Richard  S.,  D.  D.    **■ 
Stowell,  CyruB  A.,  South  Dssrjlold* 
Strong,  Rev.  J.  C,  Se.  Chmrlts,Minfuaoisu 
Strong,  Mri.  J.  C.  ^  »« 

Sumner,  Mra.  H.  H.,  Fozboro*. 
Swasey,  Mra.  Francei  A.,  £.|r»ii. 
Swett,  Samuel  W.,  Boston. 
Swift,  Miaa  l^ttie  II.,  Andovtr, 
Tapley,  Gilbert,  Danvors, 
Tappan,  John,  Byston. 
I'aylor,  Mra.  Malanaa,  Winehstttr. 
Teele,  Rev.  Albert  K.,  Milton. 
Teele,  Mra.  Cornelia  C.    ** 
I'erople,  Mark  M.,  Reading. 
Tenney,  Mri.  Mary  P.,  Wincheattr. 
Terry,  Rev.  James  P.,  SouJlh  Wsynumth. 
Thacher,  Mra.  Anna  B.,  Hyde  Park. 
Thacher,  .Miss  Calista  C,  AUtehor^. 
Thacher,  John,  « 

Thacher,  Mrs.  Suean  C.  «* 

Thacher,  William  T.  " 

Thacher,  Susan  B.,  Portland,  Mo. 
^Thatcher,  Mary  Ludlow,  Middloboro*. 
Thayer,  Amaaa,  Braiutrso. 
Thayer,  E.  F.  E.        •« 
Thayer,  Ira,  «* 

Thayer,  Mra.  Lilla,    " 
I'hayor,  Rev.  J.  Henry,  Andoi>0r, 
Thayer,  Mrs.  Martha  C.    " 
Thayer,  Oliver,  «* 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Jane,  Boston, 
Thayer,  Robert  II.,  JVsw  York  City, 
Thompson,  Mra.  Emily  B.,  Concord. 
Thompaon,  Everett  A.,    H^est  jf  Maa^vry. 
Thompaon,  Samuel  A.  ** 

l^hompaon,  Mra.  Anne  Elisa,  " 
Thompson,  George  R.,  AVr(A  Bridgewater, 
Thompaon,  Stephen,  Winchcstsr. 
Thurston,  Rev.  Richard  B.,  8'an{/itld,  CL 
Tolman,  Rev.  Richard,  Tewk^ury, 
Tolman,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  IVtlmimgton. 
Torrey,  Miss  Elisabeth  L.,  Soutk  IVsywtoulk, 
Torrey,  James,  M'ortk  fVtymoutk, 
Trask,  Mra.  A.  H.,  Mnncksster. 
Trowbridge,  Mra.  Asa,  Brigkton. 
Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  Lehanon,  Cl. 
Tucker,  Mrs.  Hannah  W.        " 
Tucker,  Jesse,        Milton, 
Tucker,  Nathan,  " 

Tucker,  Mn  Nathan,   " 
Tucker,  John  A.,  Dorckester. 
Tucker,  William,  »' 

Tucker,  William  W.,  Boston, 
Tufts,  Charles,  Andover, 
I'uttle,  Miss  Sarah,  fVaylnnd. 
Tuttle,  Thomaa  S.,  UtOoton. 
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Twiehell,  John  M.,  FiUkburg, 

Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  BoHnu 

Under  hill,  Rev.  John  W.,  A*.  JImktrtt* 

Upton,  Moeea  T.,  S«icm. 

Vote,  MiM  PrUcilla,  Antrim,  JV.  B. 

VoM,  WiUiam  H.,  FiUkburg. 

Wake6eld,  Miu  C,  Rtadimg. 

Walcott,  William,  D»%ver». 

Walei,  Erastoe,  E€H  Randolph, 

Walea.  Mitt  Mary  Ann,  Bo*Um. 

Walker,  MiM  Francea  A.,  HavtrhUL 

Walker,  ReT.  George  F.,   tVeH/ltU. 

Walker,  John  &,  East  Mtdway. 

Walker,  Mra.  John  8.    " 

Walker,  Motea,  Htnn-kUL 

Walker,  Nathaniel,  <' 

Walker,  Robert  O.,  Bottsn. 

Walker,  William  M.,  East  MingUm. 

•Walloy,  Samuel  H.,  BtUm. 

Walley,  Samuel  H. 

Ward,  Artemai, 

Ward,  Mra.  Caroline  L.,  LaluvUU. 

Ward,  Salem  T.,  IWmekuttr, 

Warner,  William,  South  DenJleU. 

Warren,  Oeorfe  W.,  Boston, 

Warner,  John,  Newton, 

Warren,  Mri.  Diantha  A.,  Lynn. 

Warren,  Mri.  Maria,  Orajlon, 

*Warren,  Nehemiah,  Stow. 

Warren,  Francii  W.    " 

Warren,  Jonaa, 

Warren,  Lueinda, 

Warren,  William  A.,  ffinehsstsr. 

Watkina,  Miia  Abby  A.,  Olonesstsr. 

Weeka,  Mra.  L.  Caroline,  fVest  fVarrtn, 

Welch,  John,  Boston. 

Weld,  Jamea,        ** 

Wella,  Mra.  Martha  D.,  Jrorthboro\ 

Wellman,  Rev.  Jonhua  W.,  JfsiUon, 

Wendell,  Mri.  Catharine,  Boston, 

Wheeler,  Miia  Abby  P.,  Ctnuord, 

Whitcomb,  Lewie,  East  Raikiolph. 

*Whitcomb,  Reuben,        Uaroard. 

^Whitcomb,  Reuben,  Jr.         " 

Whitcomb,  Mra.  Abby  F.       " 

*Whitcomb,  Mra.  Louita  D.  « 

Whitcomb,  Mita  Mary  M.      " 

White,  Corneliua,  South  Randolph. 
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*White,  Jaroee,  Boston, 
White,  Joaiah,  PsUrsham, 
White,  Mra.  Mary  C,  PhUlipston. 
White,  Newton,  Elast  Randolph, 
Whitin,  Charlea  P.,  WhUinsoUU, 
Whitin,  Mra.  Catharine  II.  ** 
Whitin,  Jamei  F.  ** 

Whitin,  Mra.  Patience  H.   " 
Whitin,  Paul,  « 

Whitin,  Mra.  Sarah  J.        ** 
Whitin,  Mrs.  Haroh  R.,       •< 
Whitman,  Charlea,  LowM. 
Whitmarth,  Mary,  South  JIHngtou. 
Whitney,  Charlea  H.,  Fitchhtrg, 
Whitney,  Dora  S.,  SnUh  Oroton, 
Whitney,  Helen  J.,  Stout, 
Whitney,  larael,  Boston, 
Whitney,  Mra.  Permelia  V.,  PtttrshuM, 
Whitney,  Richard  D.,  Springjlsld, 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Susanna,  Rutland, 
*Wiggleaworth,  Thomas,  Boston, 
Wilbur,  Joseph,  Taunton, 
Wild,  Daniel,  Boston. 
Wilder,  Hattio,  Stoio. 
Willcoz,  ReT.  WiUiam  H.,  Rsading, 
Williams,  Rev.  Edward  F.,  fVhitinsvilU, 
Williams,  S.  H.,  Foxboro*, 
Wihon,  Rev.  Thomas,  Steughton. 
Winslow,  Pelham,  East  Ahington, 
Winthrop,  Robert  C.,  Boston, 
^Winthrop,  Thomas  L.    « 
Withington,  Otis,  Brooklint, 
Woleott,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  South  Danusrs, 
Wolcott,  William,  <* 

Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  Sutton. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Abijah,  Wtsthvro*, 
Wood,  Eliaaboth  C,  Foxboro*. 
Wood,  Mri.  E.  S.,  fVhitinsvilU. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Samuel  F.,  Chelmsford, 
W004I,  Mrs.  Suian,  Oroton. 
Woods,  MIfs  Abbie  Wheeler,  Maiden. 
Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Boeton, 
Woods,  Samuel  U.  " 

Woodward,  Ebcnozcr,  JVawlmi. 
Woodward,  Miss  Emily,  Jfewton  U.  Falls. 
•Worthingtoo,  William,  Boston, 
Wyman,  Charles,  LancosCsr. 
Wymao,  William  O.,  Fuchburg, 


6 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Old 


Beoeipts  from  May  1,  1864,  to  May  1, 1865. 
SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

BoBton,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street, 

Rev.  Mr.  Alden,  Broadway,      . 
Rev.  Messrs.  Blagden  and  Mamiing 

South,  .... 

Rev.  Dr.  Kirk,  Mount  Vernon, 
Rev.  Dr.  Robbins,  Second  Church, 
Rev.  Dr.  Stone,  Park  Street,     . 
Rev.  Mr.  Todd,  Winter  Street, 

Baptist  Bethel 

Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks,  (1  l.  m.)     . 
A  friend,  $10 ;  do.  f  10  ;  (1  l.  m.,  in  part,)  do.  $1  73 
do.  f  1  08 ;    do.  $1  00 ;  do.  $1  00  ;  do.  $1  00 
do.  $0  65 ;  do.  $0  50 ; 
Chelsea,  Broadway  Church, 


CI 


11 


CI 

cc 

CI 

cc 
cc 

CI 
CI 


cc 

CI 

cc 

CI 

cc 

CI 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbury,  Cong;regational  Church  and  Society, 

Andover,  Ballardvale,  Sabbath  School,  for  soldiers, 
*(        North  Cong;regational  Church  and  Society, 

Georgetown,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Oroveland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Ipswich,  First  Church  and  Society,  for  the  Arabic  Bible, 
South  Church,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.,  in  part,) 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,    .... 

Lawrence,  Lawrence  Street  Church,        .... 

Lynn,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 

Lynnfield,  Second  Church, 

Marblehead,  Miss  Dana,  for  Arabic  version,   . 

Methuen,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 


cc 


(C 


$373 

82 

78  00 

105 

72 

84 

46 

330 

03 

176 

01 

136 

58 

5 

00 

25 

00 

26 

96 

70  31 

1,411 

89 

$33 

44 

5 

00 

22 

20 

34  00 

20 

00 

41 

22 

20 

00 

7  00 

85 

61 

18 

33 

1 

50 

30 

00 

52  75 

43 


$800 

61 

$39 

11 

118 

18 

83 

00 

22 

23 

160 

00 

5  00 

13 

00 

58 

60 

22  05 

77  37 

Newburyport,  North  Congpregational  Church  and  Societf,     .  $  48  00 

"            First  Presbyterian  Church,  (2  l.  m.)        .        .  56  00 

*(            Belleville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  74  22 

Salem,  A  friend 25  00 

"      Crombie  Street  Church, 61  00 

"      South  Church •         .  51  13 

South  Danvers,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  74  21 

West  Newbury,  Second  Parish,  (2  l.  m.)        .         .        .        .  40  00 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Cambridge,  Shepard  Congregational  Society,  on  Bible  account, 

SuY {•  •  •  •••  •  •  •  • 

Cambridgeport,  First  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and 

Society, 

Charlestown,  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  .        .        .        . 

Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Dracut,  West  Church,  (1  l.  m.,  in  part,)         .... 

Framingham,  Hollis  Evangelical  Church,        .        .        .        . 

*<  Sazonville,  Edwards  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 

Groton,  Union  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  m.) 
Holliston,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m., 

▲.  B.  8.) 

Hopkinton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  $24 ;  Infant 

class  in  Sabbath  School,  for  soldiers,  g3  ; 
Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (balance  for 

1  L.  M.) 

Lowell,  Kirk  Street  Church, 

Maiden,  South  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

^ledford,  Mystic  Church, 

Newton,  West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.). 
Pepperell,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sherbom,  Reading  and  Benevolent  Society,  (bal.  for  1  l.  m.) 
South  Heading,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

(2  L.  M.) 

Townsend,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Waltham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Waverly,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Turner,  (1  l.  m.,  in  part,) 
Way  land.  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,    . 
West  Cambridge,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  So- 
ciety, on  Bible  account,  $6  60,  donation, 
Wilmington,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)     . 
Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (5  l.  m.) 
Wobum,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 


40  73 


27  00 


15 

00 

100  40 

11 

82 

21 

60 

76  05 

12 

00 

10  00 

50 

00 

7  61 

17 

10 

10 

00 

24 

45 

209  98 

20  07 

113 

30 

50  00 

f  1,415  65 


44 


W:0RCE8TER    COUNTY. 

Baire,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
FitchbuTg,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.,  a.  b.  a.) 
Qrafton,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  And  Society,  (2 

L.  M.) 

Harvard,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lunenburg,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Northbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Leominster,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Oakham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
New  Braintree,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Royalston,  First  Congregational  ("hurch  and  Society, 

**           South  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sturbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Spencer,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Upton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Uzbridge,  A  lady, 

**         Fir&t  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1 

A.  B.  8.) 

Webster,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Westboro',  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
Westminster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (for  a. 
Whitinsville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (12  l.  m., 

A.  B.  B.) 


Ii*  x«, 


B.  8.) 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Dedham,  South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Dorchester,  Second  Church,  f  175  70  ;  Sabbath  school,  $\  00; 
Foxborough,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  a.) 
Longwood,  A  friend,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.)  .        .         .        .         • 

*(         •  Miss  Hannah  Hooper,  for  printing  the  Bible  in 

Arabic,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.) 

Medfield,  A  friend, 

Medway,  VUlage  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 

«(       East  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x., 

A.  B.  8.) 

Randolph,  East,  Winthrop  Church,  (1  l.  x,)  ... 

»•         First  Church, 

Roxbury,  Eliot  Church, 

Harry  Wills 

Walpole,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Weymouth,  South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

«•           Union  Church  and  Society,          .... 
Wrentham,  First  Church, 


9  45  35 

86  80 

60  00 

23  75 

8  25 

13  20 

33  00 

21  31 

18  00 

76  50 

4  42 

45  00 

17  00 

11  00 

3  00 

60  00 

17  05 

60  00 

77  35 

456  60 

1,137  56 

•  23  82 

176  70 

59  00 

80  20 

30  00 

30  00 

1  00 

33  75 

33  76 

32  83 

50  00 

189  10 

25 

23  32 

15  00 

7  00 

45  00 

•  780  23 


45 


HAMPSHIRB  COUNTY. 
Easthampton,  Fayson  Church  and  Society,     . 


.    9  162  70 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  Roderick  Bu&t,  Springfield,  TV. 

Chicopee,  Third  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  x. 

A.  B.  8.,  in  part,) 

**        Miss  Taylor,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  b.,  in  part,)  . 

Three  Rivers,  H.  J.  Kelley, 

Westfleld,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  .... 

Other  Donations, 

On  Bible  account,  .        .        .     f  217  64 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  William  Elliot,  Greenfield,  TV. 

Ashflcld,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bemardston,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

(for  A.  B.  8.)    k  .....  . 

Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (for  a.  b.  b.) 
Charlemont,  East,   Congregational  Church  and   Society,  (1 

l.  M.) 

Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  of  which  to  fur- 
nish Bibles  for  soldiers,  $13  38;  .        •        . 
Deerfield,  South,  Samuel  D.  Billings,  (1  l.  m.)       .        • 

**         Monument  Church, 

Gill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .        .        .        . 
Qreenfield,   First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (for 

A.     B.     Sa  I  .....•.• 

*«  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (for 

Ai  B.  S.I      ........ 

♦«  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Washburn,  (1  l.  m.)      . 

Montague,  Congregational  Chiirch  and  Society,  (for  a.  b.  b.) 
Northficld,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Chiirch  and  Society, 

(for  A.  B.  s.)      •        .         .         .         .         . 
Shelbume,  Estate  of  Zerah  Hawkes,       .... 

•*         Congregational  Church  and  Society,  Gent.  Associ 
ation,  f  22  20  ;  ladies*  do.  $19  75  ;    . 
Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   •        • 
Warwick,  Trinitarian  Society,  (for  a.  b.  s.)    . 
West  Hawley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (for  a.  b.  b.) 
Whately,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  L.  m.,  in 
part,) 
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BRISTOL  COUNTY. 
Taunton,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Hanson,  Miss  Tamar  C.  Thomas,  (2  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.) 

Hingham,  A  friend, 

Lakeville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Marshfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Middlehoro',  North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2 

L.  M.) 

Pilgrim  Conference, 


BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable,  Centreville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Chatham,  Congregational  Chiirch  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Falmouth,   First   Church,  f  27  78  ;   Oliver  Swift,  $5  ;   Mrs 

Bethia  Gifford,  $1 ; 

<•  East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Wellfleet,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 


$45  00 


K 


l( 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 

Derry,  Mrs.  Sally  Choate,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  b.)  . 
Exeter,  N.  H.,  A  friend,  .... 
Antrim,  N.  H.,  Mrs.  Priscilla  Vose,  (1  l.  m.) 

*•              Children  in  the  Baptist  Sabbath 
soldiers,      .... 
Henniker,  N.  H.,  A  friend,     .... 
Bennington,  N.  H.,  F.  M.  Whittemore, 
New  England  Conference  of  M.  E.  Church,    . 
Thetford,  Vt.,  Miss  Lucy  Child,  (I  l.  m.,  in  part,) 
Walpole,  N.  H.,  Simeon  Perry, 
A  friend, 
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$518  46 
COLLECTIONS. 
By  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Slafter,  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 

Church  of  the  Ascension,  Fall  River, $  14  00 

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston 2S  10 

St.  Michael's  Church,  Marblehead, 53  23 

Trinity  Church,  Haverhill, 25  30 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanover, 4112 
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Grace  Church,  Lawrence, $  25  82 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Salem, 39  04 

Calvary  Church,  Danvers, 6  67 

Christ  Church,  Hyde  Park 10  90 

St.  Thomas'  Church,  Taunton 40  00 

Grace  Church,  Newton  Comer, 20  10 

From  C, 10  00 

St.  James's  Church,  Roxbury, 100  00 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Newton  Lower  Falls,       ....  92  65 

Christ  Church,  Fitchburg,       .......  20  00 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Copley  Greene, 50  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 175  00 

Emmanuel  Church,  Boston, 964  85 

St.  Matthew's  Church,  South  Boston 7  50 

Trinity  Church,  Melrose, 10  00 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 764  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 769  00 

Christ  Church,  Boston, 9  00 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Dorchester, 20  00 

All  Saints'  Chiirch,  Worcester, 32  59 

f  3,327  77 

LEGACIES. 

Boston,  >Irs.  Waldo,  by  >Ir.  Geo.  U.  Kuhn,  Ex'r,          .        .  f  983  17 

Dartmouth,  Mrs.  Clarissa  Bailey, 249  12 

Nekton,  Mr.  Elisha  Field, 200  00 

Smithfield,  K.  I.,  Amy  Moony, 4  75 

West  Roxbury,  Mrs.  Bradstreet, 94  00 

$  1,531  04 

Annual  subscriptions, f  280  00 

Interest  and  dividends, 1,973  50 

Returned  for  books  donated 17  74 

Sales, 16,599  60 


Pecuniary  remittancet  and  letters  relating  to  the  bttsinest  of  the 
Depository^  and  orders  for  Books,  should  be  addressed  to  S.  T.  Farwell, 
Agent,  No.  15  Comhill,  Boston. 
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Charles  Henr>-  Parker,  Etq.     .  1862 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


In  presenting  their  Fifty-Seventh  Annual  Report, 
the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society, 
would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  divine  goodness, 
in  allowing  them  to  prosecute  their  labors  through 
an  entire  year  of  peace.  None  of  the  Bibles  we 
have  given  away  this  year  have  been  stained  by 
the  blood  of  the  recipient,  or  trampled  beneath  the 
hoof  of  cruel,  relentless  war.  Over  an  undivided 
country  we  have  prosecuted  our  labors,  and  scat- 
tered, as  the  means  and  opportunities  afforded  us 
have  allowed,  those  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life, 
which  are  to  be  for  the  healing  of  our  nation. 

There  have  been  issued  from  the  Depository 
during  the  past  year,  forty  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  volumes.  Of  this  number,  twelve 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  were  Bibles ; 
fifteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-six,  Testa- 
ments ;  six  thousand  and  forty-one,  Testaments  with 
the  Psalms,  and  the  remainder  were  smaller  por- 
tions of  the  Scriptures.  Of  these,  twelve  hundred 
and  thirty-two  were  in  various  foreign  languages. 


The  gratuitous  circulation  has  amounted  to  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  volumes, 
costing  ^3,811.50.  Of  these,  thirty-three  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  were  Bibles  ;  four  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  were  Testaments  ;  nineteen 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  Testaments  with  the 
Psalms ;  the  remainder  in  smaller  portions  of  the 
Scriptures.  Sailors,  soldiers,  City  Missions,  desti- 
tute Sabbath  schools,  public  institutions,  and  public 
houses,  poor  and  unsupplied  families  and  indi- 
viduals in  our  own  and  other  States,  have  largely, 
as  usual,  received  this  charity. 

A  new  class  of  claimants  upon  the  gifts  of  the 
Society  has  recently  appeared.  Six  hundred  and 
thirty-two  volumes  we  report  as  having  been  given 
to  the  freedmen ;  a  work  whose  beginning  we  hail 
with  gratitude,  and  to  the  prosecution  of  which 
every  instinct  of  humanity  and  religion  impels  us. 
Comparatively  few  Bibles  will  ever  go  to  this  class 
of  persons  from  our  Depository,  as  they  can  be 
more  conveniently  procured  at  New  York ;  but  we 
anticipate  the  speedy  coming  of  the  time,  when 
our  gifts  to  this  cause,  through  the  National  So- 
ciety, shall  be  largely  appropriated  by  this  interest- 
ing class  of  our  fellow  men. 

By  reference  to  previous  Reports  of  the  Society, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  numbers  above  given,  while 
greatly  in  advance  of  those  of  any  year  previous 
to  the  war,  are  less  than  those  reported  for  the  past 
five  years.  This  decrease  of  issues  is  due  largely 
to  the  lessened  demand  by  the  soldiers  and  sailors 


in  the  public  service,  and  is  confined  to  the  New 
Testament  and  portions  of  the  Scriptures ;  the 
number  of  Bibles  circulated  this  year  being  but  a 
few  hundred  less  than  in  1863,  when  the  number 
of  volumes  issued  by  the  Society  amounted  to  more 
than  sixty-six  thousand. 

The  systematic  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in 
the  State,  which  was  suspended  during  the  war, 
has  been  resumed.  The  Rev.  A.  M.  Osgood  is 
now  engaged  in  the  canvas  of  Barnstable  County, 
and  from  its  favorable  beginning,  we  anticipate 
happy  results.  The  work  will  be  extended  to 
other  parts  of  the  State. 

The  income  of  the  Society,  including  a  balance 
on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  of  $2,253.48, 
and  $5,000  from  invested  funds,  has  been  $36,- 
769.13. 

In  addition  to  the  receipts  above  mentioned, 
there  has  been  sent  from  different  parts  of  the 
State  directly  to  the  Treasury  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  the  further  sum  of  $14,129.30, 
making  the  whole  amount  contributed  in  Massa^ 
chusetts,  deducting  the  above  balance,  $48,644.95. 

The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows :  for 
Bibles,  $20,026.14;  for  General  Agent,  Depository 
Agent,  and  Assistant,  paper,  printing,  rent,  &c., 
$4,904.42;  donations  to  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety, of  which  $5,000  were  given  to  aid  in  print- 
ing the  Bible  in  Arabic,  $9,715.16 ;  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $2,123.41. 

The  Episcopal  Churches  in  the  State  have  been 
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visited  by  Mr.  Slafter,  and  their  response  has  been 
prompt  and  liberal. 

The  American  Bible  Society,  with  which  ours  is 
connected  as  an  Auxiliary,  has  just  closed  its 
Fiftieth  or  Jubilee  year.  As  appropriate  to  the 
occurrence  of  such  a  period,  the  Society,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  ordinary  labors,  has  devoted  the  year 
especially,  in  the  Domestic  Department,  to  supply- 
ing the  South,  including  the  freed  people,  with  the 
Scriptures,  and  in  the  Foreign  Department,  the 
electrotyping  and  printing  the  Arabic  and  Spanish 
Scriptures.  A  series  of  sermons  has  also  been 
delivered,  setting  forth  the  value  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  the  duty  of  giving  them  to  the  world.  Special 
meetings  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  special  contributions  made  in  aid  of 
the  objects  named.  The  purpose  announced  in 
our  last  Annual  Report,  of  giving  five  thousand 
dollars  from  our  invested  funds,  in  aid  of  printing 
the  Arabic  Scriptures,  was  carried  into  effect  early 
in  the  past  year.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
by  these  means  a  deeper  interest  has  been  awakened 
in  this  work,  and  a  permanent  impulse  imparted 
to  its  movements.  The  recent  Anniversary  of  the 
Society  formed  a  fitting  close  to  the  labors  of  the 
year.  Delegates  specially  chosen  for  this  service 
from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  from 
Bible  Societies  in  France,  and  the  Canadas,  and 
from  numerous  Auxiliaries  in  our  own  country, 
were  in  attendance,  with  eloquent  words  of  greeting 
and   congratulation.     Our   own    Society,   we    are 


happy  to  say,  was  most  acceptably  represented  on 
the  occasion.  The  history  of  the  American  Bible 
Society  is  a  true  exponent  of  the  growth  of  our 
country,  and  of  the  expanding  work  of  Chris- 
tianity in  our  day.  Beginning  with  the  circulation 
of  a  few  thousands  of  Bibles  annually,  it  has 
gained  new  strength  with  the  growing  demands 
made  upon  it,  and  on  its  Fiftieth  Anniversary,  was 
able  to  report  an  issue  of  eleven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  volumes,  in  fifty  languages  and  dialects. 
In  the  fifty  years  of  its  existence  as  a  Society,  it 
has  received  into  its  Treasury  ten  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  and  sent  out  on  their  mission  of 
mercy,  more  than  twenty-one  millions  of  copies  of 
the  Scriptures.  More  than  five  thousand  auxiliary 
and  branch  societies,  with  fifteen  thousand  volun- 
tary local  agents  or  Bible  visitors,  gather  up  the 
offerings  of  its  friends,  and  seek  out  the  neglected 
and  destitute  in  every  part  of  the  land.  Three 
hundred  and  seven  thousand  families  are  reported 
as  visited  the  past  year.  Its  laborers  are  found  in 
the  recesses  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  on  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific,  and  among  the  homes  scattered  over 
our  new  States  and  Territories,  and  as  yet  unblest 
by  the  ordinary  means  of  grace.  They  greet  the 
emigrant  as  he  lands  upon  our  shores,  and  help 
him  on  his  way  by  putting  into  his  hands  that 
which  may  guide  him  to  the  possession  of  the 
true  riches.  In  the  foreign  field  its  work  is  large, 
and  constantly  increasing.  Its  simple  aim  is  to 
furnish  the  destitute  at  home  and  abroad  with  the 
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Scriptures,  and  in  its  labors  and  success  we  see 
illustrated  the  spirit  of  the  age  and  the  favoring 
providence  of  God. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  en- 
joyed a  year  of  great  prosperity,  having  received  the 
sum  of  ^850,000  into  its  treasury,  and  circulated 
not  less  than  three  mUlions  of  volumes,  in  all  the 
principal  languages  spoken  in  the  world.  We 
rejoice  in  the  prosperity  which  attends  this  vener- 
able Society,  now  pre-eminent  among  the  agencies 
employed  for  the  diffusion  of  truth  through  the 
world,  and  we  are  happy  to  welcome  to  our  meet- 
ing to-day  one  who  has  come  to  present  the  saluta- 
tions of  that  Society  to  similar  Associations  in  our 
Western  world. 

The  Massachusetts  Bible  Society  is  among  the 
oldest  of  the  associations  formed  for  the  circulation 
of  the  Scriptures.  Our  fathers  heartily  engaged 
in  this  work,  and  being  dead,  they  yet  speak  in 
the  eloquent  words  they  uttered  in  its  behalf,  and 
in  the  liberal  gifts  they  bestowed.  May  we  not 
hope  that  the  spirit  which  animated  them  will  live 
in  their  children,  and  will  seek  expression  in 
appropriate  acts.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
so  many  among  us  who  regard  the  Scriptures  as  a 
divine  revelation,  and  their  possession  as  essential 
to  man's  present  and  future  well  being,  statedly 
withhold  all  aid  from  this  object.  Confident  that 
another  spirit  is  one  day  to  prevail,  we  long  and 
pray  for  its  speedy  coming.  The  present  surely 
is  no  time  for  inaction.     The  war  which  for  years 
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desolated  us  is  indeed  over.  But  the  world's  grand 
conflict  still  remains.  Unregulated  appetites  and 
passions  and  pride  and  oppression  and  selfishness 
and  Sabbath  breaking  and  unbelief  drive  their 
manacled  victims  over  every  part  of  our  land. 
Loudly  are  we  summoned  to  draw  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  and  to  contend  earnestly  for  the  truth  of 
the  divine  Word,  which  many  among  us  do  not 
profess,  and  which  more  have  failed  in  the  love 
of  it  to  receive. 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bible  SoasTT  was  held  at  No.  15  Comhill,  on  Monday, 
May  28,  1866,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  President,  Hon. 
Samuel  H.  Walley,  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Eev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D. 

The  Treasurer,  Charles  Henry  Parker,  Esq.,  presented 
his  Annual  Report,  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  was 
presented,  and  it  was 

Voted,  That;  ^^^  reading  of  the  same  be  deferred  till  the  public 
meeting  this  afternoon. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  attend  the  public  services 
of  the  Fifty-seventh  anniversary,  at  the  Mount  Vernon 
Church,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Scriptures  were  read,  and  prayer  offered,  by  Rev. 
Daniel  R  Cady,  of  West  Cambridge. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  read  and  accepted. 
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Kev.  Thomas  Nolan,  D.  D.,  incumbent  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  London,  was  then  introduced  by  the  President,  as  a 
delegate  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  who 
proceeded  to  address  the  assembly  substantially  as  follows : 

ADDRESS    OF   REV.  THOMAS    NOLAN. 

Mr,  Presictent  and  Christian  Friendi : 

The  only  claim  which  I  possess  to  the  kind  manner  in 
which  my  name  has  been  mentioned  to  this  meeting,  and  to  the 
no  less  kind  indulgence  that  I  anticipate  from  your  hands,  is  the 
fact  of  the  official  position  which  it  is  my  privilege  and  honor  to 
fill,  in  connection  with  my  respected  and  valued  colleague.  Rev. 
Dr.  Phillips,  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Welch  Church  in  Eng- 
land, who  is  unable  to  attend  this  meeting  to-day,  however  will- 
ing to  do  so,  because  his  countrymen  in  America,  more  espe- 
cially in  the  Western  States,  have  filled  up  his  time.  He  has 
no  less  than  forty-eight  meetings  of  the  American  Bible  Society 
to  attend  before  the  month  of  July,  when  his  presence  is  required 
at  home.  The  task,  then,  rests  upon  me,  however  feeble  and 
inefficient,  of  representing,  Grod  helping  me,  the  sympathy  and 
hearty  good  will  of  your  friends  and  co-laborers  in  England  in 
this  grand  and  blessed  work. 

It  is  really,  Sir,  a  matter  of  great  gratification  to  me  individ- 
ually, and  it  must  be  a  matter  of  great  gratification  to  all  inter- 
ested in  this  work,  to  find  how  completely  the  British  and  For- 
eign Bible  Society,  and  the  American  Bible  Society, — and,  I 
take  it,  your  own  Massachusetts  Bible  Society, — are  one  in 
principle,  one  in  object,  and  one  in  the  detail  by  which  their 
operations  are  carried  on.  I  confess  that  I  have  been  greatly 
encouraged,  as  I  have  discovered  more  and  more  the  extraordi- 
nary sympathy  and  unanimity  of  purpose  and  action  that  have 
characterized  the  proceedings  of  these  two  great  institutions,  at 
the  opposite  extremes  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  I  deem  it  a  matter 
of  no  ordinary  privilege  that  I  have  been  selected  to  visit  this 
country  as  the  representative,  in  part,  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  at  this  time.  It  was  not  for  me  to  comment  upon 
the  wisdom  of  those  who  selected  me.  It  was  for  me  to  consider, 
and  to  bring  humbly  before  God,  in  prayer,  the  responsibility  of 
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accceptiDg  such  a  missioD,  and,  perhaps,  the  no  less  responsi- 
bility of  declining  a  duty  which  friends  pressed  upon  me  ;  and  I 
resolved,  in  Grod's  name,  to  come.     I  am  thankful  to  God  that 
he  put  it  into  my  heart,  and  gave  me  an  opportunity,  to  come ; 
and,  as  long  as  I  live,  I  can  never  forget  the   extraordinary 
Christian  sympathy,  and  considerate,  indulgent  kindness  which 
both  my  colleague  and  myself  have  received  at  the  hands  of  our 
Christian  brethren  ever  since  it  was  our  privilege  to  touch  the 
soil,  the  free  soil,  of  the  continent  of  America.     My  warmest 
prayer  and  sympathy,  as  long  as  the  heart  is  able  to  conceive  or 
the  mind  to  express  a  prayer,  must  be  engaged  in  everything 
that  affects  the  prosperity  or  the  prospects  of  this  great  and 
wondrous  country.     And,  Sir,  we  find   in  the  great  object  in 
which  we  are  engaged, — the  circulation  of  God's  blessed  Word, 
a  guaranty  for  the  continuance  of  that  feeling.     There  is  unan- 
imity  of  purpose  ;  for  we  have  the  same  object  in  view.     There 
is  unanimity,  also,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  that  purpose  is  to 
be  carried  out.     We  have  likewise  the  same  difficulties  to  en- 
counter ;  the   same  enemy  to  oppose  us ;  the  same  Master  to 
serve  ;  the  same  rewards  to  look  for  ;  and  these,  too,  upon  so 
large  a  scale  and  spread  over  so  large  a  field  as  to  render  rivalry 
impossible,  except  that  holy  rivalry  as  to  who  shall  serve  their 
Lord  most,  and  who  shall  love  their  Master  best.     Therefore 
we  are  commissioned  to  deliver  in  the  most  earnest  and  urgent 
terms  that  we  could  command,  the  sympathy  and  respect  and 
hearty  good  feeling  and  prayers  of  the  Board  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  in  London,  to  the  Board  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  here.     And  no  less  would  the  same  sympathy  have 
been  extended  to  the  Board  of  your  Massachusetts  Bible  Society, 
because  I  find  that  you  were  in  the  field  seven  years  before  your 
brethren  in  New  York ;  and  we  in  England  cannot  but  go  back 
a  couple  of  centuries  to  the  landing  upon  Plymouth  rock,  nor 
fail  to  remember  that  you  are   the  successors  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  and  inherit  their   work.     Our  great  historian,   Lord 
Macaulay,  says  that  any  people  who  are  indifferent  to  the  great 
deeds  of  those  who  have  gone  before,  are  not  likely  to  perform 
deeds  to  be  remembered  by  those  who  follow  them.     I  do  not 
anticipate  any  such  defalcation  on  your  part.     I  look  upon  the 
earnestness  with  which  you  have  carried  on  this  work  as  tlie 
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guarantee  that,  thanking  God  and  taking  courage,  and  trusting 
in  Him  who  has  hitherto  helped  you,  you  will  go  forward  in  the 
great  work ;  and  be  assured  that  He  will  not  leave  or  forsake 
you,  if  you  still  trust  in  Him.  The  work  is  one  of  the  most 
glorious  in  which  man  can  be  engaged.  The  differences  that 
separate  and  keep  us  asunder  are  lost  sight  of ;  we  rise  to  a 
loflier  eminence,  we  behold  a  wider  horizon,  and  are  able  to 
overlook  the  petty  distinctions  that  divide  us,  and  feel  ourselves 
part  of  the  great  family  of  Christian  men.  We  would  apply  to 
all  who  come  within  our  reach  the  great  instrumentality,  and 
the  only  one, — which  is  simple,  but  mighty, — the  Word  of  God 
and  prayer ;  the  Word  of  God  being  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and 
prayer  being  the  arm  of  faith,  by  which  that  sword  is  to  be 
wielded  and  to  be  made  use  of. 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  known  and  felt  by  this  audience,  that  no  other 
object  contributes  so  much  to  the  maintenance  and  spread  of  the 
glory  of  God,  or  extends  so  much  of  benefit  and  good  to  man. 
God  condescends  to  take  glory  from  the  salvation  of  his  poor, 
helpless,  lost  creatures  here.  There  is  only  one  salvation. 
There  is  no  other  name  under  heaven  but  the  one  name,  Jesus, 
whereby  the  sinner  can  be  saved,  whether  in  the  wild  prairie  of 
your  great  country,  or  in  the  crowded  fastnesses  of  our  own  old 
home.  There  is  no  new  salvation ;  no  tidings  but  of  that  one 
Saviour,  which  is  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord ;  and  there  is  no  reliable 
record  wherein  the  tidings  of  that  Saviour  are  to  be  read,  except 
in  tlie  Scriptures  of  Truth,  the  word  of  the  living  God  ;  and  the 
beauty  and  preciousness  of  that  word  consists  in  the  testimony 
that  it  yields  to  Jesus.  You  find  him.  Sir,  in  the  simplicity  of 
the  patriarchal  worship ;  you  find  him  in  the  complexity  of  the 
Mosaic  ritual ;  you  find  the  same  Saviour  in  the  sweet  songs 
and  sublime  strains  of  David  and  Isaiah ;  you  find  him  in  the 
simple  narrative  of  the  evangelical  history,  and  the  closely  rea- 
soned argument  of  the  apostolic  Epistles  ;  you  find  him  in  the 
visions  of  the  Apocalypse  ; — you  find  Jesus  as  the  golden  thread 
that  runs  through  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  proving  that 
the  word  is  God's  word,  by  the  testimony  which  it  gives  of  his 
Son.  You  find  that  it  is  the  power  of  God  to  salvation,  by  the 
fact  that  it  subdues  the  tendency  of  the  carnal  heart  to  what  is 
evil,  attracting  men,  contrary  to  their  fallen  nature,  to  every- 
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thing  that  is  lovely  and  of  good  report.  In  your  fifty  years  of 
labor,  (to  limit  ourselves  within  the  history  of  your  society,) 
enough  has  been  done  to  show  that  your  labor  ^^  is  not  in  vain 
in  the  Lord ; "  and,  alas !  enough  remains  yet  to  be  done  to 
stimulate  you  in  your  efforts,  and  to  send  you  on  your  way 
rejoicing. 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  ordinary  thankfulness, — I 
believe  it  to  be  fraught  with  benefits  untold  to  the  nations  of  the 
earth, — that  the  two  great  Protestant  countries  of  the  world, 
England  and  America, — the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  the  United  States  of  America, — I  believe  it  to 
be  of  importance  to  the  well-being  of  man,  as  man,— of  human- 
ity, regarded  as  such,  without  reference  to  complexion  or  clime, 
Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  or  free,  male  or  female, — I  believe  it 
to  be,  I  say,  of  importance  to  the  well-being  of  all,  that  these 
two  kingdoms  should  be  united  together  in  the  bonds  of  mutual 
respect,  mutual  confidence,  mutual  afiection,  and,  standing 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  overlooking  all  petty  hindrances  and 
petty  differences,  go  forth  as  the  evaugelista  of  the  world,  and 
the  heralds  of  God's  truth  to  the  salvation  of  man. 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  ordinary  consequence,  of  no  ordinary 
importance,  that  this  sympathy  and  good  feeling  is  cultivated  and 
strengthened  between  these  two  great  organizations.  In  the 
providence  of  God,  placed  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  world,  you 
have  erected  the  banner  of  Protestant  truth.  The  great  enemy 
of  that  truth,  here  as  across  the  water,  is  the  Church  of  Rome. 
This  is  not  the  place,  and  it  would  occupy  too  much  time,  to 
enter  upon  the  dark  page  of  that  Church's  history  ;  for  her's  is 
the  story  that  blotteth  the  leaves.  I  would  rather  confine  myself 
to  joyous  and  cheerful  subjects  on  this  occasion.  But  we  know 
that  that  Church  is,  on  its  own  principle,  opposed  to  the  circula- 
tion of  God's  word.  We  know  that  it  dare  not  say  so  openly — 
that  would  be  to  throw  off  the  mask  ;  but  we  know,  and  it  knows 
better  than  we,  that  while  its  doctrines  are  deceitful  and  danger- 
ous and  delusive,  there  is  no  other  power  upon  the  earth  whereby 
those  doctrines  can  be  stemmed  and  repelled  but  the  power  aad 
blessing  of  God's  own  word,  and  that  because  it  is  God's  word. 
He  says,  '  My  word  shall  not  return  void.' 

It  is  not  to  the  eloquence  of  the  preacher,  it  is  not  to  the 
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learning  of  tbe  scholar,  it  is  not  to  the  skill  of  the  critic,  that 
the  blessing  is  promised,  but  simply  to  the  might  and  majesty 
that  belong  to  the  Bible,  as  God's  revealed  word.  It  is  God's 
word  to  us,  as  mach  as  if  He  spake  from  heaven,  as  he  did  from 
the  cloud  over  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration,  saying,  *'  This  is 
my  beloved  Son  ;  hear  him ;  "  or  as  he  did  over  the  waters  of 
Jordan,  when  he  proclaimed,  '^  Jesus,  my  son,  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleased."  God  speaks  to  us  in  that  blessed  book  to-day. 
It  has  been  sifled,  its  evidence  has  been  weighed,  it  has  been 
weighed  in  the  balance  of  centuries  ;  it  has  been  exposed  to 
the  skeptic's  scoff  and  the  infidel's  sneer,  but  only  to  shine  the 
brighter,  the  deeper  the  investigation  has  been  made.  And  we 
find  that  these  attacks  that  are  from  time  to  time  made  are 
reproductions  of  old  things.  ^^  The  thing  that  hath  been  is  the 
thing  that  shall  be,  and  there  is  no  new  thing  under  the  sun."  I 
confess  with  shame  that  a  Bishop  of  our  own  Church  has  been 
the  last  assailant  of  that  blessed  book  ;  but  the  Bishop's  volume 
will  be  covered  with  dust,  and  moths  devour  its  leaves,  and  still 
the  Bible  Society,  with  its  millions  of  issues,  shall  go  forth  to 
the  ends  of  the  world,  to  herald  joy  and  peace  to  the  welcoming 
nations  of  the  earth.  The  number  of  books  that  have  been 
circulated,  the  number  of  volumes  that  have  been  printed,  have 
been  detailed  to  you  ;  but,  alas  !  what  are  they  in  comparison 
with  the  vast  family  of  men  still  in  ignorance,  still  in  want,  and, 
like  Ethiopia,  '^  stretching  out  their  hands  to  God  !  "  Allusion 
has  been  made,  in  the  admirable  Report  to  which  you  have 
just  listened  with  such  profound  and  deserved  attention,  to 
the  great  work  now  in  progress  in  the  Bible  House  at  New 
York, — I  mean,  the  publication  of  an  Arabic  version  of  the 
Scriptures. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have  been  glad  to  ac- 
cept your  generously  profiered  help,  and  to  follow  your  example, 
to  tread  in  the  steps  you  have  made.  Need  I  tell  you  that 
from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
our  fellow  creatures  are  approachable  through  no  other  channel  ? 
that  their  superstition,  or  prejudice,  or  habit,  is  so  strong,  that, 
unless  you  address  them  in  the  dialect  of  the  Koran,  they  will 
pay  no  attention  to  anything  that  you  may  ofier  them  ?    Now, 

the  distinguished  Dr.  Smith,  who  has  gone  to  his  rest  and  his 
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reward  before  witnessing  the  completion  of  what  he  had  the 
spirit  to  begin,  and  Dr.  Van  Djck,  who  is  still  living,  have 
completed  that  great  work,  the  plates  are  electrotjped,  and  the* 
American  Bible  Society  have  consented  to  give  to  the  British 
and  Foreign  Society  as  many  of  the  electrotype  plates  as  they 
wish  of  the  ten  editions  which  they  have  ready  for  publication. 
They  have  imposed  but  one  condition  upon  the  gift,  and  that 
they  were  bound  to  make,  and  we  should  have  been  diligent  to 
observe  it  if  it  had  not  been  made ;  namely,  that  we  would 
make  no  alteration  in  the  plates  as  we  received  them,  except 
with  thQ  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  American  Society.  It  is  a  generous  interchange.  It  shows 
a  loftiness  of  spirit  that  is  able  to  overlook  narrow  jealousies  and 
rivalries ;  and  though  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is 
twelve  years  in  advance  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  it  is 
quite  willing  to  accept  help  from  its  mature  daughter,  to  regard 
her  as  a  sister  rather  than  a  daughter,  and  engage  in  the  great 
work  hand  in  hand  that  presents  itself  before  them.  Before 
this  undertaking  could  be  contemplated  in  the  light  of  a  success, 
•  it  was  discovered  that  at  the  rate  the  printing  press  in  Beyroot 
and  Smyrna  was  advancing,  it  would  take  six  thousand  years  to 
put  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures  in  every  man's  hands  who  needed 
them,  and  was  able  to  read  them ;  and  even  as  it  is,  with  all 
the  magnificent  appliances  which  your  printing  house  in  Astor 
Place  possesses, — and  surely  it  is  a  grand  thing,  that  one  of  the 
largest  buildings  in  your  great  metropolis  is  devoted  to  the 
service  of  God, — ^it  would  take  six  hundred  years  to  put  a  Bible 
in  the  hand  of  every  Mohammedan  who  can  read  it.  They  are 
all  able  to  read  it.  It  is  a  part  of  their  religion  to  be  able  to 
read  the  Koran  ;  and,  however  the  dialects  of  the  country  may 
vary,  the  written  and  printed  word  is  the  same ;  so  that 
never  was  there  so  much  encouragement  to  any  great  work. 
The  magnitude  of  the  work  is  awful, — appalling.  When  you 
consider  that  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  people  stand  in  need  of  this  book,  is  it  not 
obvious  and  plain  that  if  you  were  to  put  all  the  printing  presses 
in  the  world  at  work  on  that  single  book,  yet  the  increase  of 
population  would  render  it  too  difficult  to  make  up  such  a  long 
lee-way  ?    Still,  it  is  something  to  enter  upon  it.     The  work  is 


19 

80  great  that  it  must  be  God's  alone.  The  '^  excellency  of 
the  power  "  must  belong  to  him  and  not  to  us. 

The  constitution  of  the  New  York  Society  is  a  noble  one. 
In  our  country,  there  are  denominations  and  sects,  and  we  have, 
I  suppose,  our  differences ;  and  there  are  occasions  when  we 
meet  as  Churchmen  upon  our  platforms,  advocating  Church 
objects ;  and  there  are  other  men,  Non-conformists,  who  will 
meet  upon  their  platforms,  and  advocate  their  views  ;  and  per- 
haps sometimes  we  may  say  hard  words  of  one  another, — 
though  really,  at  this  moment,  my  conscience  exonerates  me ;  I 
do  not  remember  saying  a  harsh  word  of  any  one  who  loves  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  although  he  may  differ  from  me  in  detail. 
But  such  things  are  said.  I  love  my  church.  My  father  was  a 
clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  a  scholar  of  the  same 
University  where  I  am  proud  to  have  got  my  own  degree  and  to 
have  received  my  own  education.  I  love  her  forms;  I  love 
everything  connected  with  her.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  thank 
God  that  I  am  able  upon  occasion  to  rise  to  a  loftier  plane,  to 
look  across  these  differences,  and  embrace  to  my  heart  every 
one  who  loves  the  same  Saviour,  every  one  whose  likeness 
proves  his  adoption  into  the  same  family,  the  same  spirit  planted 
in  his  heart,  whereby  the  Christian,  without  distinction  of  sect, 
cries  '^  Abba  "  to  his  Father  above.  I  believe  that  the  platform 
of  the  Bible  Society  was  the  first  erected  in  England  upon  which 
men  were  able,  without  compromise,  to  stand.  The  Churchman 
is  true  to  his  church,  the  Non-conformist  holds  to  his  principles 
as  steadfastly  as  if  he  was  in  his  own  party  or  division.  There  is 
no  compromise.  We  unite  together  in  the  blessed  work  of  the 
Saviour,  the  only  rivalry  between  us  being  who  shall  love  that 
Saviour  best,  and  who  shall  love  man  most. 

Our  Society  has  been  assailed,  as  I  have  no  doubt  yours  has 
been ;  and  really,  if  we  were  e\^gaged  in  a  work  of  this  kind, 
and  it  was  all  plain  sailing,  if  there  were  no  difficulties  inter- 
posed, no  roots  of  bitterness  springing  up  to  trouble  us,  I  should 
begin  to  suspect  there  was  something  wrong  in  our  objects, 
or  something  weak  or  faulty  in  the  manner  in  which  we  were 
carrying  them  out.  In  the  history  of  the  world,  you  do  not  find 
the  devil  allowing  the  Lord's  work  to  go  on  without  interrup- 
tion ;  and  it  is  good  evidence  that  we  are  in  the  right  path,  that 
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there  is  much  opposition  to  our  work.  The  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  has  met  with  great  opposition.  When  Lord 
Bexley  was  President,  he  remarked,  on  one  occasion,  speaking 
of  the  difference  of  opinion  that  existed,  '^  If  we  cannot  recon- 
cile all  differences,  let  us  at  least  unite  all  hearts."  The  great 
principle  is  the  unity  of  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity. 
You  have  here  your  American  Board  of  Missions.  I  had 
heard  of  it  in  Europe ;  I  have  heard  more  of  it  since  I  came 
here ;  and  I  cannot  but  admire  it,  and  wish  it  God-speed  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart.  They  are  enterprising  and  wise ;  they 
are  spiritual  and  bold,  and  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power 
of  his  might ;  and  God  strengthen  and  help  them  more  and  more. 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  not  long  ago  in  London,  speaking  of  the  Turk- 
ish missions,  commended  the  Americans  engaged  in  that  work 
as  the  very  perfection  of  missionaries.  But,  Sir,  what  would 
the  American  Board  of  Missions  be  without  the  Bible  Society  ? 
And  what  would  our  Church  Missionary  Society  and  Society  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  be  without  the  Bible  Society  ?  It 
has  need  of  twelve  versions  of  the  Scriptures,  in  carrying  on  its 
work ;  of  those  it  can  only  obtain  five  from  the  Christian  Knowl- 
edge Society ;  it  is  beholden  for  the  others  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  Propagation  Society  defrayed  one- 
half  of  the  expense  of  the  publication  of  the  Tamil  version  of  the 
Scriptures,  in  which  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has 
been  engaged ;  and  not  only  so,  but  it  gave  up  for  two  years  one 
of  its  own  missionaries,  who  was  regarded  as  the  person  best 
qualified  for  the  work,  to  revise  and  supervise  that  Tamil  ver- 
sion of  the  Bible.  That  is  exactly  what  should  be  done.  Why 
should  the  Lord's  work  suffer  ?  Why  should  not  the  man  who 
is  able  to  do  more  than  any  other  man  upon  a  special  work  be 
employed  to  do  that  work  ?  In  the  Church  Missionary  Society 
it  is  the  same.  That  Society  circulates  thirty  versions,  and  I 
believe  that  twenty-eight  out  of  that  number  can  be  had  from 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  only.  No  doubt  your 
American  Board  of  Missions  are  equally  beholden  to  this  Society. 
They  cannot  be  required  to  print  all  the  books  they  circulate  for 
themselves ;  they  will  give  help  in  the  revision  of  books  and  in 
the  issue  of  new  editions ;  but  they  come  to  the  parent  fountain 
to  draw  those  streams  with  which  they  irrigate  the  dry  and 
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parched  countriea  to  which  they  are  sent  as  the  dispensers  of 
blessings. 

With  regard  to  these  Arabic  Scriptures,  it  took  sixteen  years 
of  labor  on  the  part  of  the  two  men  to  whom  I  have  referred  to 
complete  the  book ;  and  not  simply  their  labors ;  but  wherever 
there  was  a  man  to  be  found, — English,  Scotch,  or  Irish, — 
competent  to  pronounce  a  decision,  he  was  consulted ;  and  so 
far  as  human  prudence,  human  diligence,  human  learning, 
human  patience,  and  human  prayer  can  be  a  guaranty  for  the 
perfectness  of  a  work,  the  Arabic  Scriptures, — and  no  doubt  the 
same  is  true  of  the  Spanish  version, — are  as  perfect  as  it  is 
possible,  in  the  advanced  state  of  criticism  and  literature  at  the 
present  day,  to  make  them.  It  reminds  us  of  the  time,  in  1611, 
when  our  own  authorized  version  was  issued ;  and  I  trust  that 
it  will  continue  to  be  the  authorized  version  in  both  countries  to 
the  end  of  time.  There  might  be  some  amendments ;  and  so 
there  are  specks  on  the  sun ;  but  to  substitute  any  other  version 
for  one  that  has  been  circulated  by  so  many  millions,  and  has 
withstood  the  assaults  of  so  many  critics  is  too  solemn  even  to 
contemplate. 

I  see  that  the  hands  of  the  clock  are  passing  rapidly,  and  I 
know  there  are  others  to  follow  me,  and  that  the  patience  of  this 
indulgent  meeting  is  not  to  be  trespassed  upon.  I  was  kindly 
allowed  to  select  such  subjects  as  might  present  themselves  to 
me,  and  my  address  has  been  desultory.  It  has  at  least  this 
characteristic, — it  comes  from  the  depths  of  my  heart.  I  con- 
clude with  the  fervent  prayer  that  God  may  bless  you  more  and 
more,  and  not  only  make  you  a  blessing  to  yourselves  and  your 
more  immediate  neighborhood,  but  that  you  may  labor  unweari- 
edly  in  this  great  work,  and  not  be  weary  in  well-doing,  until 
the  very  ends  of  the  earth  have  been  brought  to  know  the  salva- 
tion of  our  God. 

Another  hymn  was  then  sung,  after  which.  Rev.  William 
Butler,  D.  D.,  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows : 

Mr,  PrmderU: 

My  purpose  is  to  use  the  few  moments  allotted  to  me,  to  in- 
troduce a  contrast  between  the  teachings  and  influence  of  the 
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Bible,  and  the  teachings  and  influence  of  those  books  that  are 
the  standards  of  the  faith  of  the  people  where  I  have  for  ten 
years  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  of  that  contrast. 
And,  Sir,  while  casting  about  in  my  mind  for  something  that  I 
could  say  on  behalf  of  these  venerable  volumes  which  the  Word 
of  God  is  intended  forever  to  supersede,  I  have  been  at  a  loss  for 
a  single  characteristic  promotive  of  the  glory  of  God  or  the  good 
of  man,  on  which  I  could  really  fix  my  attention.  This  may 
result  from  the  imperfection  of  my  acquaintance  with  these  vol- 
umes, and  with  their  literature  ;  but  I  have  seen  the  surface  of 
human  life  in  the  land.  I  have  seen  the  society  where  these 
books  predominate,  and  if  I  am  to  judge  of  their  teachings  by  the 
condition  of  humanity,  it  is  high  time  that  these  '^  refuges  of 
lies  "  should  be  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the  Book 
of  God,  and  that  alone,  exalted.  First  of  all.  Sir,  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  sacred  volume  of  the  Buddhists— containing  the  life  and 
opinions  of  Gautama  Buddha ;  written  by  the  man  who  laid  the 
foundations  of  that  system  in  the  days  when  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
was  preaching  to  the  people  of  Israel.  When  I  think  of  the 
three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  human  beings  who  look  upon 
this  as  their  scripture,  as  their  law  of  light, — when  I  consider 
their  condition,  the  utter  and  abject  state  in  which  they  live,  the 
Bible  rises  before  me  in  all  its  value  and  all  its  glory,  as  not  to 
be  compared  for  a  moment  with  this  wretched  production. 
Twenty-five  hundred  years  have  passed  away  since  the  hand  of 
a  man,  now  adored  as  a  god,  traced  the  lines  upon  this  palm 
leaf,  and  what  has  been  the  result  ?  Standing  under  the  shadow 
of  a  temple  of  Brahitia,  I  asked  a  follower  of  Gautama  where 
the  author  of  his  religion  was.  The  reply  was,  "  He  has  been 
in  his  grave  for  nearly  twenty-five  centuries."  I  asked  him  the^ 
meaning  of  the  term  which  I  have  translated  "  grave,"  and  he 
said  as  near  as  he  could  give  an  idea  of  it, — it  was  a  state  of 
utter  unconsciousness,  in  which  this  being — ^the  god  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  our  race — is  now  unconscious  of 
his  own  existence,  and  can  neither  smile  on  good  deeds,  nor 
frown  on  bad  ones.  Yet  there  were  those  devotees,  in  those 
joss-houses,  kneeling  down  before  colossal  images,  some  forty 
feet  high,  and  ofiering  homage  to  him  that  has  not  an  ear  to 
hear,  that  knows  not  of  his  own  life  or  experience ;  and  these 
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millions,  going  astray  in  such  an  error  as  this,  are  offering  their 
devotions  to  a  god  that  cannot  hear  them. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  portion  of  the  Shaster,  written  probably 
three  thousand  years  ago ;  next  to  the  Bible,  the  most  venerable 
leaves  on  earth.  What  is  the  influence  of  that  Shaster  ?  For 
thirty  centuries,  the  priesthood  of  that  religion  have  had  an 
opportunity  for  a  grand  experiment  in  a  country  of  almost  con- 
tinental extent,  with  one-fiflh  of  the  human  race  under  their 
power,  with  splendid  taste,  as  their  architectural  monuments 
may  well  attest — with  boundless  wealth — for  India  is  the  richest 
country  in  the  world,  so  far  as  precious  metals  are  concerned — 
and  yet,  notwithstanding  their  power  and  numbers,  their  geo- 
graphical position,  their  commanding  position,  their  great  com- 
merce, their  immense  wealth,  their  splendid  taste,  what  have 
the  Shasters  done  for  one  hundred  and  eighty  millions  of  our 
race  ?  So  far  as  I  know  anything  of  these  volumes,  no  Saviour 
is  spoken  of — no  effort  to  raise  the  fallen  is  inculcated.  When  I 
think  of  the  condition  of  society  there,  particularly  of  the  state 
of  woman — a  subject  too  vast  to  enter  upon  or  illustrate  here — 
when  I  think  of  this,  when  remembering  that  the  priesthood  of 
this  system  have  accomplished  all  they  have  attempted  for  India, 
and  then  contrast  the  teachings  of  this  Shaster  with  the  teach- 
ings of  the  blessed  Word  of  God,  I  can  find  no  words  to  express 
to  you  the  effect  of  that  contrast. 

I  have  stood  in  the  most  splendid  mosque,  probably,  on 
earth,  where  for  seven  months,  a  perpetual  prayer-meeting 
was  kept  up,  beseeching  God,  for  Mohammed's  sake,  to 
destroy  the  "  Christian  dogs "  that  were  besieging  the  impe- 
rial city  of  Delhi ;  and  when  I  have  thought  how  vain  those 
prayers  were — ^how  God  refused  them,  and  scattered  them 
with  the  winds  of  heaven,  and  the  Christian  army  overthrew 
the  colossal  opposition  and  influence  against  which  they  were 
so  unequally  struggling,  because  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts 
covered  their  heads  in  the  day  of  battle ;  when  I  have  thought 
of  the  influence  of  this  system  upon  society,  (for  I  know  of 
this  society  what  no  mortal  tongue  in  a  mixed  assembly,  if  in 
any  assembly,  dare  utter — mysteries  of  iniquity  that  it  were  a 
shame  to  refer  to ;)  when  I  have  seen  the  condition  of  woman, 
crushed  down  and  degraded,  with  her  immortality  doubted,  if 
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not  denied,  and  that  degradation  put  upon  her  grave,  and  this 
abominable  book,  which  that  blessed  Arabic  Bible  is  intended 
to  supersede,  providing  for  woman  a  substitute  in  the  carnal 
heaven  it  portrays, — when,  I  say^  I  have  thought  of  these 
things,  and  turned  from  documents  like  these  to  that  pure  and 
holy  Bible,  I  have  felt  that  there  can  be  no  comparison.  It  is 
perfect  contrast.  We  might  as  well  compare  earth  in  its  worst 
forms,  even  hell  itself,  with  the  light  and  glory  of  the  New 
Jerusalem,  as  to  compare  this  abominable  production  of  the 
human  mind  with  that  ever  blessed  book  that  Grod  has  sent 
down  from  heaven  to  be  our  guide  through  life,  and  our  solace 
and  support  in  death. 

Let  me  for  a  moment  illustrate  what  the  influences  of  these 
systems  are.  Probably  what  I  have  to  say  wUl  be  more  strik- 
ing than  any  labored  argument  I  might  deduce  from  the  facts. 
I  take  for  instance  this  string  of  beads.  It  is  connected  with  the 
Koran.  The  Forty-second  Highlanders,  led  by  the  brave  Gren- 
eral  Havelock,  when  on  their  march  one  day,  met  one  of  those 
wandering  fakirs,  of  which  India  is  so  full,  with  this  string  of 
beads,  made  of  the  kernel  of  the  betel  nut,  round  his  neck,  and 
he  was  most  religiously  performing  his  devotions  as  he  passed 
them  on  the  road.  From  the  sinister  aspect  of  the  man,  they 
concluded  he  was  not  as  holy  as  he  appeared  to  be,  or  wished  to 
be  considered,  and  a  Highlander  stepped  out  and  said  to  him, 
through  the  interpreter  of  the  regiment,  ^^  Give  an  account  of 
yourself.  Where  are  you  going  ?  "  Said  he,  putting  his  hands 
together  in  a  devout  manner,  "  I  am  going  so  and  so,"  referring  to 
a  Mohammedan  shrine  where  he  was  going  to  worship.  *'  Well,** 
said  the  soldier,  ^^  I  don't  know  but  you  are  as  innocent  as  you 
appear,  but  we  must  search  you."  He  was  unwilling  to  be 
searched,  and  this  unwillingness  strengthened  their  suspicions ; 
so  they  proceeded  to  search  him,  and  on  his  body  documents 
were  found  directing  a  regiment  of  Sepoys  that  had  not  yet  risen 
at  a  certain  station,  to  rise  and  murder  their  officers,  and  not 
alone  the  officers,  but  the  wives  and  children  of  those  officers, 
and  to  destroy  every  Christian,  and  march  to  the  aid  of  the 
emperor  at  Delhi. 

That  is  the  result  of  the  system  which  that  book  inculcates. 
It  is  written  there  that  heaven  is  secure  to  the  hand  that  kills  a 
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Giaour.  The  Arabic  word  means  anj  nnbelieyer,  bat  in  its 
modem  signification  it  particularly  means  a  Christian.  Here 
was  one  of  the  professed  saints  of  that  book,  here  was  one  of 
the  disciples  of  that  systeiti,  proceeding  on  a  mission  entirely 
consistent  with  the  teaching  of  that  book,  intended  to  involve  in 
a  common  ruin  and  bloody  death,  innocent  men  and  women  in 
connection  with  the  European  officers  of  that  regiment.  There 
is  the  influence  of  that  teaching.  I  have  seen  it  not  merely  in 
the  ignorant  fakir,  who  might  be  supposed  to  be  excusable  on 
account  of  the  blind  fanaticism  that  leads  him  forward,  but  in 
educated  and  influential  men.  I  have  known  a  deputy  judge,  in 
the  city  where  I  was  stationed,  who  received  six  hundred  rupees 
a  month  from  the  British  Grovernment  as  subordinate  to  the 
principal  judge,  Mr.  Robinson,  a  noble  Presbyterian  gentleman 
from  Scotland,  in  whose  house  myself  and  my  family  have 
enjoyed  Christian  hospitality, —  I  have  known  that  judge,  the 
day  the  rebellion  opened,  to  drive  on  the  camp-ground  and  be 
saluted  by  three  regiments  of  sepoys  as  King.  I  have  known 
that  man  doom  his  superior  officer,  he  having  been  brought 
before  him  to  be  tried  as  a  Christian,  to  be  cut  to  pieces  by  the 
law  of  the  Koran,  for  no  crime  except  that  he  was  a  believer  in 
the  Son  of  God.  I  saw  that  man  afterwards,  when  Lord  Clyde 
laid  his  hand  upon  him,  and  he  was  awaiting  his  trial  and  con- 
demnation. I  went  to  his  cell  and  spoke  to  him,  and  urged  him 
to  seek  from  Heaven  the  mercy  he  could  not  hope  from  earth, 
"  because,"  said  I,  "  your  hands  are  red  with  the  blood  of  forty- 
seven  Christian  people  whom  you  have  sacrificed  to  your  Mo- 
hammedan rage,  and  their  blood  cries  to  Heaven  for  vengeance 
against  you.  You  are  in  the  hands  of  a  just  and  powerful 
Government,  and  must  meet  your  doom.  I  come  to  urge  you 
to  repent  and  employ  the  few  remaining  days  led  you  in  seeking 
the  mercy  of  God."  But  the  bigotry  of  that  man's  heart  was 
so  great,  (and  he  was  an  educated  man,  remember,  over  eighty 
years  old,  and  for  fifteen  years  had  swayed  the  sceptre  over  a 
province  inhabited  by  seven  millions  of  men,)  that  he  resisted 
every  appeal.  What  were  his  words  on  the  scaffold  ?  I  saw 
him  tried  and  condemned  and  carried  to  the  place  of  execution. 
As  he  stood  there, — and  I  give  you  his  words,  that  you  may 
contrast  that  Bible  and  its  Author,  who  said,  *'  Father,  forgive 

4 


26 

them,  for  thej  know  not  what  thej  do,"  with  the  teaching  of 
this  system, — as  he  stood  there  with  the  rope  around  his  neck 
and  the  cap  about  to  be  drawn  over  his  face,  he  turned  to  the 
magistrate  and  said,  ^^  I  hate  you."  Then,  talking  as  the  Orief>- 
tal  talks,  using  the  uncertain  for  the  certain  number,  with  a 
bitter  sneer  he  said,  ^^  I  have  killed  a  thousand  Christian  dogs-^ 
and  I  would  kill  a  thousand  more  if  I  had  the  power."  There 
was  a  man,  a  gentleman  in  society,  educated,  a  monarch,  eigh^ 
years  of  age,  standing  within  one  moment  of  the  judgment,  and 
these  were  the  sentiments  of  his  religion,  and  he  learned  them 
from  that  book. 

This  system  is  a  system  of  cruelty,  and  blood,  and  persecu- 
tion, that  has  never  granted  to  man,  where  it  had  the  power, 
any  alternative  but  conformity  or  death.  May  the  hour  soon 
come  when  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  will  allow  to  sink 
down  to  its  just  oblivion,  a  system  which  for  twelve  hundred 
years  has  uttered  more  blasphemies  against  the  Son  of  God  aod 
wrung  more  tears  from  woman's  heart  than  any  other  system 
that  ever  exercised  the  patience  of  Heaven,  or  tormented 
mankind !  Oh,  how  grateful  those  sentiments  were  to'  me 
to-day  that  in  the  language  of  that  book  there  has  now  been 
placed,  by  these  Bible  Societies,  that  glorious  truth  that  wMl 
teach  humanity  and  mercy  to  these  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miUions  of  immortal  minds,  and  shed  over  them  the  glorious 
influence  that  will  change  them  into  adorers  atid  worshipers  ti 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Allow  me  two  thoughts  in  conclusion.  I  have  spoken  of 
Buddha.  I  have  him  here.  [The  speaker  here  exhibited  a 
small  idol.]  That  image  is  worshiped  by  more  men  than  bow 
down  to  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  even  nominally.  Three 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  our  race,— ^probably  one  third  of 
the  human  family, — acknowledge  that  as  God,  and  know  no 
other.  You  will  find  that  idol  in  India,  Ceylon,  Bnrmi^, 
Thibet,  China,  Tartary,  Slam  ;  and  there  the  people  are  perish- 
ing, generation  after  generation,  and  this  the  only  God  that  they 
know. 

Talk  of  the  amiability  of  the  heathen  I  After  aa  experience 
of  ten  years,  with  such  opportunities  as  faUs  to  the  lot  of  ftw 
men,  I  have  never  met  a  virtuous  heathen,  never  a  man  who 
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qonversed  with  me  in  reference  to  his  deaire  for  purity,  truth, 
and  goodness.  That  system  has  brought  men  down  to  a  religion 
utterly  heartless  and  mechanical.  What  do  you  think  it  is  that 
I  hold  in  my  hand  ?  The  highest  exhibition  of  their  deyotioa. 
You  will  smile  when  I  tell  you  what  it  is.  You  wiU  see  the 
Buddhist  priest  sitting  in  his  bazaar  ringing  his  bell  to  attract  a 
congregation ;  and  when  the  crowd  have  laid  down  as  many 
coppers  as  satisfy  his  cupidity,  he  will  undedrtake  to  give  them 
so  many  turns  of  this  praying  machine.  Within  this  cylinder 
some  six  hundred  prayers  are  written  ;  and  he  tells  them  that  as 
often  as  that  cylinder  is  turned  round,  six  hundred  prayers  have 
gone  up  to  heaven  in  their  behalf.  A  god  insensible,  a  religion 
without  devotion,  so  mechanical  that  it  has  brought  men  to 
praying  by  machinery,  this  is  the  system  to  which  the  teachings 
of  Buddha  have  brought  three  hundred  and  fifly  millions  of  our 
race.  This  is  bad  enough,  but  it  remained  for  the  Shaster  to  do 
something  more.  These  leaves  are  read  by  nearly  two  hundred 
millions  of  our  race  as  their  Sqripture  and  their  guide  to  heaven : 
and  yet,  what  is  the  highest  conception  of  God,  as  to  form  and 
fact,  in  their  worship  in  India  ?  Mark  you,  the  divinity  I  hold 
in  my  hand  is  no  divinity  of  some  isolated  portion  of  that 
people.  I  have  stood  in  a  city  of  forty  thousand  persons, 
entirely  ecclesiastical  in  its  character,  with  thirteen  colleges 
endowed  by  the  munificence  of  Hindoos  in  days  gone  by,  entirely 
devoted  in  their  training  to  raising  a  priesthood  for  the  worship 
of  this  one  god.  I  have  seen  a  professor  of  Sanscrit,  in  which 
this  book  is  written,  sitting  in  his  college  with  his  disciples  at 
Jiis  feet,  ail  intent  as  he  read  and  explained  from  these  very 
leaves.  Yet  for  what  is  that  city,  for  what  those  thirteen 
colleges,  for  what  those  professors  ?  You  would  hardly  believe 
me  if  I  were  to  tell  you,  were  I  not  able  to  hold  up  the  god 
which  it  is  their  object  to  teach  men  to  worship.  This  is  Hanu- 
man.  The  great  original  deity,  in  the  temple  at  Adjudiah,  in 
the  province  of  Oude,  has  eyes  of  diamonds,  worth  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  each ;  his  body  is  of  gold,  splendid  cashmere 
shawls  inclose  his  person,  and  a  thousand  living  monkeys  occupy 
the  temple,  that  are  fed  daily  through  endowments  that  have 
been  provided  for  that  purpose.  This  illustrates  the  sublimity 
of  that  religion,  which,  after  forty  centuries,  brought  two  hun- 
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dred  millions  of  our  race  under  the  teaching  of  their  scripture, 
to  worship  a  monkey  god.  I  leave  these  facts — they  speak  for 
themselves.  Is  it  not  time  to  send  the  Bihle  to  such  people  ? 
Do  you  not  feel  honored  in  heing  asked  to  send  that  pure  and 
blessed  volume  of  God's  own  truth  to  supersede  these  '*  refuges 
of  lies,"  and  to  sweep  away  these  machines  and  these  monkeys 
and  these  abominable  idolatries,  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  until 
the  Lord  alone  and  his  own  blessed  book  shall  be  exalted  in  all 
the  earth  ? 


The  Rev.  William  M.  Barbour,  of  South  Danvers,  next 
addressed  the  meeting  as  follows : 

Friends  of  the  Bible : — It  is  a  relief  to  our  hearts  to  think, 
after  these  narrations,  that  God  is  the  Lord  and  reigneth  even 
over  all  these  abominations.  He  has  plans  concerning  them ; 
he  has  a  providence  that  embraces  them  all ;  and  if  we  had  his 
patience  and  his  foresight,  we  would  see  their  end.  But  what 
we  do  not  see,  we  must  and  do  believe.  What  is  this  living, 
reigning  God  intending  to  do  with  the  Bible  in  opposition  to 
these  systems  ?  Let  this  be  the  burden  of  the  few  remarks 
which  shall  be  uttered  before  this  assembly  is  dismissed.  What 
is  God  signifying,  reading  from  the  past,  in  regard  to  the  Bible  ? 
What  are  a  few  of  the  providential  indications  concerning  it  and 
its  triumph  ? 

First,  it  is  very  evident  that  time  is  in  favor  of  the  Bible. 
Every  other  book  lives  within  its  life.  There  is  a  very  hum- 
bling literary  mortality,  and  when  we  think  that  out  of  every 
thousand  volumes  published,  six  hundred  and  fifly  do  not  see 
the  end  of  their  first  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty  do  not  see 
the  end  of  the  third,  and  only  fifty  survive  seven  years'  publicity, 
— ^when  we  think  of  this  vast  literary  mortality,  and  remember 
that  the  Bible  '^  still  lives,"  there  is  hope  under  God  that  it  will 
live.  Out  of  fifty  thousand  works  written  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  not  sixty  remain  with  any  reputation,  not  over  fifty  are 
reprinted.  The  same  statistics  meet  the  case  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  For  three  thousand  years  men  have  been  writing 
books.    Those  who  wrote  books  before  Christ,  can  be  counted 
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up  in  sixty  seconds  ;  and  yet,  look  at  that  word  of  God,  with  its 
hundred  millions  of  duplicates  published  by  societies  alone,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  editions  published  for  private  reading  and 
through  private  enterprise,  fresher  than  ever  !  The  last  man 
who  read  it  with  a  true  knowledge  of  it,  says  it  is  the  best  book 
he  has  ever  read.  It  is  like  a  living  spring  of  water — the  more 
you  draw  from  it,  the  better  and  purer  it  is.  The  oldest,  and 
likely  to  be  the  oldest  of  all,  hath  not  the  living,  reigning  God 
an  intention,  in  so  far  as  time  reveals  anything,  in  regard  to  the 
immortality  of  that  great  work  ?  Look  at  it  as  a  phenomenon. 
Look  at  it,  likening  it  to  the  plough,  the  anvil,  and  the  loom, 
something  that  lives  in  the  world's  history.  There  it  lives ;  and 
has  not  the  Son  of  God  said,  ^'  It  cannot  be  broken  *'  ?  Time, 
then,  will  not  break  it. 

Opposition  will  do  nothing  against  this  book,  for  almost 
every  form  of  opposition  has  been  already  tried,  and  there 
must  be  a  new  invention.  Some  are  ready  to  ask  how  it  is 
that  God  allows  his  word  to  be  so  opposed.  I  suppose  he 
wishes  all  nations  and  all  kinds  of  men  to  try  their  hand  against 
it.  Opposition  cannot  break  it.  Christ  stands  between  us  and 
that.  The  last  attempt — as  allusion  has  been  made  to  Colenso 
— ^has  been  made  by  a  Zulu.  A  Zulu  never  tried  to  oppose 
the  word  of  God  before.  He  inserted  the  end  of  the  wedge, 
and  then  an  English  Bishop  drove  it  home,  and  tried  to  split  the 
Pentateuch  oJQT,  but  it  could  not  be  done.  "  It  cannot  be  broken.'* 
It  is  strange  when  men  are  disconcerted  by  the  Numbers  of 
Moses,  by  the  mistakes  of  the  Kings  and  Chronicles,  or  the 
discrepancies  in  Numbers,  that  they  do  not  remember  that  those 
discrepancies  confronted  Christ.  He  was  satisfied  with  them. 
Moses  counted  correctly  for  him.  He  found  no  fault,  though 
Colenso  does.  Why,  Satan  knew  better.  In  the  temptation 
"  It  is  written,"  said  Christ,  and  Satan  held  his  peace.  He 
never  said,  ^^  Moses'  day  is  past ;  he  is  incorrect ;  he  is  unhis- 
torical."  He  came  again ;  and,  "  It  is  written,"  said  Christ. 
The  devil  withdrew.  He  came  again,  "  It  is  written,"  said 
Christ,  and  the  devil  gave  up  the  contest. 

It  is  very  strange  to  notice  the  sources  of  opposition  to  the 
Holy  Word.  Be  assured,  friends  of  the  Bible,  a  man  does 
not  start  against  it,  until  it  has  started  against  him,  either  in 
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opinion  or  in  oonduct.  The  same  men  who  stand  up  and  saj, 
^'  Before  God,  our  consciences  will  not  allow  us  to  receive  the 
Bible/'  get  the  yery  idea  of  conscience  as  a  responsible  thing 
to  a  moral  governor  out  of  that  Bible.  They  gain  the  very 
8trengt)i  to  oppose  from  the  word  they  condemn.  Can  it  be, 
think  you,  that  the  sun  in  heaven  will  ever  light  a  lamp  on 
earth  to  extinguish  himself?  No!  though  the  earth  were 
a-blaze,  it  could  not  be  seen  where  the  sun  shines.  But  the 
strangest  mode  of  opposition  seems  to  be  in  the  attempt  to 
improve.  Men  say,  '^  There  are  a  great  many  good  things  in 
the  Bible,  but  there  are  a  great  many  things  we  don't  like,  and 
those  we  wish  to  eliminate."  Light  is  composed  of  several 
rays,  and  some  of  them  are  dark.  But  the  man  who  will  take 
out  the  dark  particles,  will  have  no  light,  and  the  man  who  will 
take  out  the  bright  particles,  will  have  no  light.  The  man  who 
will  take  something  out  of  the  Bible  that  he  does  not  like,  spoils 
the  whole.  Christ  said,  ^'  It  cannot  be  broken."  But  men  say, 
^^  We  will  break  it,  and  take  away  those  things  that  are  dis- 
agreeable to  our  feelings." 

Again,  it  is  very  evident,  friends,  that  the  course  of  events  is 
not  likely  to  run  against  the  Bible.  The  course  of  God's  provi- 
dence has  in  a  singular  manner  been  always  running  with  it.  I 
shall  quote  to  you  a  few  instances  of  what  Southey  calls  the 
^*  timing  of  Providence "  in  order  to  show  it.  It  is  almost 
romantic  to  study  history  with  this  view,  and  see  how  the 
movements  of  God's  providence  have  been  in  favor  of  this  book. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  emancipation  of  thought  at  the  Reforma- 
tion. Luther,  as  you  know,  was  born  thirty  years  after  Gutten- 
burg  and  Faust  began  to  print,  and  about  twelve  years  before 
America  was  discovered  and  a  way  to  India  known  by  the  sea. 
Now,  suppose  the  Reformation  had  come  before  the  printing 
press, — what  would  have  been  the  result  ?  What  would  Luther's 
voice  have  been  ? 

«  An  infant  crying  in  the  night, 
And  with  no  language  but  a  cry." 

But  God  had  the  press  ready,  and  ready  for  the  Bible ;  and 
to  give  the  press  scope,  by  the  invention  of  paper,  he  took  up 
what  was  useless  in  the  earth,  and  purified  it  into  angels  with 
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wings,  to  scatter  his  word  whereyer  the  winds  of  heaven  should 
blow.  Or  suppose  that  the  Reformation  had  been  delayed  nntil 
now,  after  steam  has  done  so  much,  and  the  world  is  belted 
with  iron  and  girt  with  wire,  and  civilizatioQ  has  advanced. 
Suppose  that  to  have  been  a  godless  civilization.  The  powers 
that  were,  woold  have  had  it  under  their  control.  The  emanci- 
pated mind  of  the  people,  would  have  been  under  this  godless 
civilizaiion.  But  see  how  this  has  come.  The  Bible  came 
when  the  press  was  ready  to  print  it.  The  Bible  came  as  the 
precursor,  of  all  that  has  quickened  and  civilized  our  race. 
Mark  the  timing  of  that.  Was  not  a  Divine  Mind  behind  these 
things,  in  suiting  them  the  one  to  the  other  ? 

Take  another  instance.  A  generation  or  two  ago  the  advance 
of  verbal  criticism  caused  great  rejoicing  among  the  enemies  of 
the  Bible.  Immediately  after,  the  wits  of  men  were  applied  to 
words,  and  learning  was  doing  its  work,  trying  to  assail  the 
word  of  Gk)d.  What  occurred,  under  Divine  Providence? 
Why,  from  the  centre  of  the  earth  God  dug  up  words.  From 
Nineveh,  from  the  ruins  of  the  East,  there  have  come  up  speci- 
mens of  verbal  criticism ;  and  the  more  closely  they  are  read, 
what  do  they  say  ?  Anything  against  the  word  of  God  ?  Do 
they  not  show  confirmations  of  it  in  words  that  the  ablest  of  the 
infidel  race  have  not  enough  either  of  courage  or  of  scholarship 
to  try  to  refute  ?  The  trouble  was  with  words,  and  God  has 
given  words  from  unseen  sources  to  keep  men  and  their  wits  in 
play  until  these  societies  and  the  Christian  Church  do  their  work 
in  sending  the  word  of  God  purely  abroad. 

One  thing  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to.  Mark  the  timing 
of  ihe  opening  of  the  nations  with  the  advance  in  linguistic 
study.  Through  war  and  through  commerce,  and  through  this 
influence  and  the  other,  the  various  nations  of  the  earth  were 
thrown  open  to  the  Gospel ;  but  when,  I  ask  ?  When  men 
became  enthusiastic  in  the  mastery  of  tongues,  and  not  until 
then.  Every  door  now  is  left  ajar  for  Christ  to  come  in ;  and 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  blessed  word  is  not  asleep  when  our 
learned  men  are  over  their  lexicons,  and  preparing  the  way  for 
the  word  to  come  in  where  God  has  so  signally  opened  the  door. 
Now  mark  the  timing  of  that,  and  see  if  there  is  not  a  play- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  Bible,  so  to  speak,  by  the  arrangement 
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of  the  Divine  plan.  Christ  was  either  deep  in  the  secrets  of 
Divine  Providence,  or  it  has  worked  singularly  with  him. 
Providence  endorses  that  remarkable  saying,  ''The  Scripture 
cannot  be  broken." 

One  more  remark  in  regard  to  the  rendering  of  the  word 
into  the  native  tongues,  which  comes  with  a  peculiar  force  from 
this  fact,  that  wherever  the  Bible  has  gone  and  taken  possession 
of  the  nations,  it  has  become  a  national  book,  a  household  book, 
a  beloved  book.  Every  one  knows  that  the  Bible  translated  by 
Luther  is  a  perfect  masterpiece  of  the  German  language  and 
German  spirit.  There  is  no  book  in  the  Teutonic  tongue  to 
equal  it.  And  in  regard  to  our  own  English  Bible, — was  ever 
book  like  that  ?  Let  me  read  to  you  from  one  who  left  the 
beauty  he  so  finely  describes  for  the  Douay  version.  Hear  Pro- 
fessor Newman : — 

''  Who  will  not  say  that  the  uncommon  beauty  and  marvellous 
English  of  the  Protestant  Bible  is  one  of  the  strongholds  of 
Protestantism  ?  It  lives  on  the  ear  like  music  that  cannot  be  for- 
gotten, like  the  church  bells  which  the  convert  hardly  knows  how 
he  can  forego.  Its  felicities  seem  to  be  things  rather  than  words. 
The  memory  of  the  dead  passes  into  it.  The  potent  traditions 
of  childhood  are  stereotyped  in  its  verses.  The  power  of  all 
the  griefs  and  trials  of  man  are  hidden  beneath  its  words.  It  is 
the  representative  of  his  best  moments,  and  all  that  there  has 
been  about  him  of  sofl,  and  gentle,  and  pure,  and  good,  speaks 
to  him  forever  out  of  his  English  Bible.  It  is  his  sacred  thing, 
which  doubt  has  never  dimmed,  nor  controversy  soiled.  In  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  there  is  not  a  Protestant  with 
one  spark  of  religiousness  about  him  whose  spiritual  biography 
is  not  in  his  Saxon  Bible." 

And  this  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  Bible,  as  a  national  house- 
hold book,  spreads  wherever  the  Bible  spreads.  Recently,  in  a 
missionary  meeting  in  a  foreign  land,  where  the  natives  had  just 
had  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures  given  them  in  their  own  tongue, 
one  of  the  venerable  disciples  stood  up  and  said  :  ''  Brethren, 
this  is  my  resolution  in  regard  to  this  Word — ^I  vow  before  you 
that  the  dust  shall  never  lie  on  this  book.  The  moths  shall 
never  eat  it ;  the  mildew  shall  never  rot  it.  The  word  of  my 
God,  my  light,  my  joy  I "    And  no  wonder,  for,  as  one  of  old 
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hath  beautifally  yet  quaintly  said,  '^  It  is  sweet  to  have  our 
Heayenly  Father's  will  in  our  earthly  mother's  tongue."  This, 
as  you  see,  being  an  arrangement  of  God,  these  things  taking 
place  in  every. land,  there  is,  we  can  safely  affirm,  a  fore-ordina- 
tion of  the  fact  that  the  Bible  shall  become  a  household  and  en- 
deared book ;  that  wherever  it  shall  spread,  it  shall  be  the  last- 
ing one,  it  shall  be  the  conqueror  of  all. 

Let  me  add  one  thing  more.  It  is  simply  a  word  of  congrat- 
ulation concerning  the  cause  which  calls  us  together.  The  favor 
of  God  has  followed,  for  these  fifly  years,  the  efforts  to  print 
and  spread  this  blessed  Word.  Is  not  his  will  to  be  read  in  the 
past  of  our  Societies,  and  are  we  not,  this  afternoon,  gathering 
around  a  fore-ordained  success  ?  For  time  must  change  its  in- 
fluence, opposition  must  take  some  unheard-of  form,  the  course 
of  Divine  Providence  must  run  the  other  way,  before  Christ  can 
be  proved  untrue,  before  the  Scripture  can  be  broken. 

The  exercises  closed  with  a  Doxology,  and  the  Benediction 
by  Bishop  Eastburn. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 
PREVIOUS  TO  ITS  INCORPORATION. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophtlus  Parsons,  from  the 
Comraittee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz  : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  leas 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the. meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  pres^erving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 


i 


36 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitiitioiiy  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  je&r  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Bight  Hundred  and  Ten.    An  Aet 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massaehnsetta. 

Whereas,  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together  with 
many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  haTe  formed  themselTes 
into  a  Society  for  the  parpose  of  raising  a  fund  by  Tolnntary  contri- 
bution, to  be  appropriated  in  procnring  Bibles  anci  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  for  distribu- 
tion among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State  and  elsewhere, 
who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  con- 
veniently supplied  without  the  aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order 
that  the  pious  and  laudable  objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively 
diffused,  they  have,  by  their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
ttvesj  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority  of  the  same,  That 
William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James  Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet 
Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bald, 
win,  D.  D.,  the  Hon.  William  Drown,  Francis  Wright,  Elsq.,  the  Hon. 
Isaac  Parker,  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd* 
Esq.,  Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together  with 
those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  associate  with  them 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  incorporated  into 
a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phillips,  and 
others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain  a  body 
corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  may  have  a  seal  which  they  may  alter  at  pleasure ;  and 
the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and  receiving  from  any 
persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  purposes  of  this  institution  any 
grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise, 
and  donations,  bequests,  and  subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  proper^, 
to  be  used  and  improved  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
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Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Corporation  shall  he, 
and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any  real  estate  other 
than  that,  which  may  be  g^ven  as  aforesaid,  provided  the  value  of  the 
whole  estate,  real  and  persona],  of  said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may  sae  and  be 
sned,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint  an  agent  or  agents 
to  prosecute  and  defend  snits  with  power  of  substitution. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may  choose  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  Trustees,  and  such 
other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may  make  and  establish  such 
rales  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary ;  provided  the 
same  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  or  laws  of  this  Common* 
wealth. 

Sec  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  f^q.,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  the  first  meeting 
of  said  Society  ;  at  which  meeting  the  said  Society  may  appoint  the 
time  and  place  of  their  annual  and  other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of 
notifying  the  same  ;  may  choose  the  officers  aforesaid ;  may  prescribe 
their  duty,  and  may  vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may 
be  determined  by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such 
powers,  conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  b« 
deemed  necessary. — approved  by  the  Governor,  February  15,  1810. 


OOMMONWEALyH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

la  the  year  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Sixty-five.    An  Act  in  addition  to  tn  Aet 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Masaachaicttt. 

Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentatives,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  axUhority  of  the  same,  asfoUows : 

Sec  1.  The  Corporation  heretofore  established  by  the  name  of 
The  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts,  shall  hereafler  be  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Socibtt,  and  by  that 
name  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  its  rights  and  privileges  and  be 
subject  to  all  its  liabilities  and  obligations  to  the  same  extent  as  if  its 
name  had  not  been  changed. 

Sec.  2.  The  said  Society  may  publish,  procure,  purchase,  circu- 
late and  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  any  other  than  the  Eng- 
lish language,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  they  are 
now  authorized  by  law  to  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  any  thing 
in  the  Act  incorporating  the  said  Society  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.— Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  27,  1865. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1861, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  "  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergy  map,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  States  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    y. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  fourteen 
Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Treasurer,  and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
taries and  Treasurer,  shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the 
recording  officer  of  that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE  vi. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE   X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  thej  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Fife  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  af\er  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present 


PRIVILEQES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository,  annually,  the  value  of  one  dollar  in  Bibles 
and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — ^The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 


BT  THX  PATMBITT  07  TWENTY  DOLLARS  AND   UPWABDt. 


Abbe,  Rev.  Frederick  R.,  Jihimgton. 
Abbe,  Mr*.  Pnderiek  R.         •• 
Abbott,  ReT.  Jacob  J.,  WhUinniJU, 
Abom,  John  O.,  SmUh  RMdimg. 
Adame,  Elisabeth  W.,  Dory,  A*.  H. 
Adamt,  Joho  Clark,  Hopkinttn. 
*Adanii,  John  Qaioey,  QHJii«|f. 
Adaroi,  Nehemiah,  D.  O.,  Boston. 
Adami,  Stephen,  ffoot  Modwaf. 
Adkine,  MIm  Mary  J.,  South  DoorJUU. 
*Albree,  Joho,  Bo*to», 
Albro,  Joho  A.,  D.  II.,  Cumbridgo, 
Albro,  Mr*.  Elisabeth  8.      *• 
Albro,  MiM  Aonie  E.  ** 

Aldea,  Almira  S.  C,  Foxboro*. 
Alden,  RumcII,  CampoUe. 
Aldeo,  MiM  Sarah  B.,  RMndolpk. 
Alden,  Min  Suean,  ** 

Aldrieh,  Mri.  Mary  B.,  fFoHhoro', 
Allen,  Rot.  Nathaniel  O.,  SctmonilU. 
Allen,  Richard  H.,  Bruintr§$. 
Aroet,  James  S.,  Havorkill, 
Andrews,  Artemai  P.,  FiUkkwrg, 
Andrews,  C.  L.,  Bottom. 
Andrews,  Stephen,  OUmcutgr. 
Andrews,  W.  T.,  BooUn, 
Andrews,  Thomas  E.,  HolUtton. 
*Appleton,  Samuel,  BoaUnu 
*Appletoo,  William,    ** 
Archibald,  Edward,  JVttAnsm. 
Armes,  Miss  Clara  A.,  CampoUo. 
Atwood,  Mrs.  Abby,  Chtkawu 

Atwood,  Mrs.  Elisibeth  M.,        ** 
Atwood,  John  W.,  JiToTtk  Bridgtuater. 
Aastin,  Frank  Woods,  JVsw  ^raiii^ss. 
Babcock,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Bootvn. 
Babcoek,  Rev.  William  R.,  Jaaiaica  Plain. 
Babson,  Miss  Maria  R.,  Oloncostor. 
Bacon,  Jacob,  '* 

Eacon,  Rev.  James  M.,  Eootx. 
Bacon,  Joeeph  N.,  ^tvton. 
Backus,  Rev.  Joseph  W.,  Lowell. 
Baker,  Mrs.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  DorcAsstsr. 
Baker,  Francis,  South  Danvoro. 
Baldwin,  Miss  Josephine  L.,  Lyim. 
Ball,  Miss  Elisabeth,  Concord. 
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Barber,  Mrs.  Elisa  A.,  SmUh  Dmnn^rt, 

Barber,  Martin,  Shorb^m. 

Barber,  Sally  C,       •* 

Barber,  Rev.  William  M.,  South  Dmnoro, 

*BardweII,*Lieai.  Charles  8.,  Whattlj^, 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brighton. 

Barnard,  William  F.,  Marlboro.* 

•Barnes,  William,  " 

Barnes,  Zilpah,  Honnihtrf  A*.  B. 

Barrett,  Nathan  II.,  Caucord, 

Barrett,  Miss  Rebecca  M.        <* 

Bartlett,  Mrs.  Eleanor  C.,  Plymouth. 

Bartlett,  Thomas,  BoHon, 

Bassett,  Henry,  Mlnolon» 

Batchelder,  John  M.,  HoUitton. 

Batcbelor,  Stephen  F.,  JFhitintwiUo, 

*  Bay  ley,  Robert,  Mmburfpott. 

Beal,  Alexander,  Bootvm, 

Beal,  Mrs.  Louisa,  CsAosssl. 

Beane,  Rev.  Samuel,  Ainton. 

Bearse,  Miss  Olive  H.,  ControuitU, 

Beebe,  James  M.,  BoHon, 
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Beebe,  Mrs*  Jsmes  M. 

•Beebe,  Cbarlee  E. 

Beebe,  France<  L. 

Beebe,  Edward  P. 

Beebe,  Emily  B. 

Beebe,  Mary  L. 

Beecher,  Rev.  William  H.,  JV^  Brooh/Utd, 

Belden,  Mrs.  Marianne  P.,  Whutoly. 

Belknap,  Miss  Martha  M.,  Framinghawu 

Benson,  Frederick  A.,  A*sas(eM. 

Blanchard,  Miss  FrancM  C,  Oroton. 

Bliss,  Rev.  Charles  R.,  South  Road i$tg. 

Blisi,  Mrs.  Charles  R.  •« 

Blodfett,  Benjamin  C,  JVcwton. 

Blodgett,  Simeon,  South  Door/lsld, 

Blood,  Cyrus  W.,  fVinchoator. 

Blood,  Lyman,  QrHon. 

Bodwell,  Rev.  Joseph  C,  Wokum. 

Bodwell,  Mrs.  Catharine,        •• 

-^Bond,  George,  Booton. 

Bowers,  Luke  K.  ** 

Bowers,  Blrs.  Cara  H.    ** 

Brackett,  Jamas,  QMMCf . 

Brackett,  Lamntl,    ** 
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*Braiiiao,  R«t.  Inae,  0§argtU»n. 

Brant,  Aaron,  South  Rioding. 

Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  Rttfuhmm. 

Brewer,  Cynit,  Dtrehutmr, 

Brewer,  Mre.  U.  F.,  BmUh, 

Brewer,  John  R.  ** 

Briekett,  Franklin,  HaterkUl. 

Biigge,  MIm  Catharine  Clark,  IFfiiJUM. 

Brifgi,  ReT.  William  T.,  PrinetUn. 

Briffi,  Mra.  Abby  L.,  ** 

*Bromfield,  filiubeth,  Bttton, 

•Brooke,  Peter  C.  " 

Brooke,  Peter  C.  '* 

Brown,  Mn  Harriet  L.,  Bogten, 

Brown,  Joeeph,  Oroton. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Miry  O.,  HwrhiU. 

Baeklin,  Simon  8.,  ArvoJUtiM. 

Bulkley,  Mn.  C.  P.,  PloUMhwrgh,  X,  Y. 

Barge,  Lorenso,  BotUnu 

Barr,  Charlee  C,  JIvAwmdul: 

Barrafe,  J.  C,  BoHon, 

Burrill,  Henry,  Jr.,  Ea$t  AHngUn. 

Bneh,  Henry  J.,  WettJUld. 

Bathby,  Sophia  W.,  Somth  Dau9tr§. 

Batler,  Rev.  Daniel,  Boston. 

Batler,  Mrs.  Jane  D.      *' 

Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  WoH  CamkHigo, 

Cady,  Mra.  Harriet  8.  «« 

CaldweU,\ReT.  W  £.,  BfumtU 

Capen,  Mrt.Charlea,  Fmmingkam. 

Capron,  William  C,  Uthridgt, 

Carleton,  George  H.,  Havtrhill. 

Carpenter,  Catharine  E.,  Foxboto^. 

Carpenter,  Daniel,  ** 

Carpenter,  Edton,  ** 

Carr,  John  C,  Wtot  JVkwftKry. 

Carrier,  Rev.  Auguataa  H.,  jf utanulale. 

Carter,  Edward,  .tfntfooer. 

Cary,  George  C,  A*.  Bridgowator, 

Cary,  Mn.  Mary  D.,  Foxbor^, 

Chandler,  Mite  Pranoes  E.,  Aniovor, 

Chandler,  H.  H.,  CharUotown, 

Chapln,  Caleb  T.,  Jforthhoro\ 

Chapin,  Joaiah  L.,  Laiereneo, 

Chapman,  George  H.,  Winckooter. 

Chaee,  Ann  Maria,  HaoarkUL 

Chase,  Charles  W.,       ** 

Chase,  George  S.  ** 

Chase,  Hesekiah,  Lymm. 

Chase,  Robert,  HavarhUL 

Cheever  Ira,  Ckelooa, 

Child,  Miss  Anna  G.,  SpringJliUL 

Child,  Miss  Lucy,  Tketford,  Ft. 

Childs,  Carlos,  Hennikor,  A*.  B. 

Childs,  Horace,  " 

Choate,  David,  M.  D.,  SoUm, 

H71ap,  James,  Dorehtotor. 

Clap,  Mn.  Rebeeea,  Booton. 
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Clapp,  James  B.,    Bootom. 

Clapp,  John  C.  ** 

Clapp,  Samuel,  Foshorottgk. 

Clark,  Rev.  Edward  L.,  A^  Bridgowtor. 

Clark,  Blbridge,  Emot  JVs^Mf . 

Clark,  George,  Concord, 

Clark,  James  G.,  jtndovor. 

Clark,  John  L.,     ** 

Clark,  Jooathao,  Winekootor. 

Clark,  Rev.  Joseph  B.,  Yarmouth. 

Clark,  Mrs.  Miranda  D.,  Boaton. 

Clark,  Miss  Nelly,  Skorbom. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.,  Winekoatar. 

Clark,  Rev.  P.  K.,  Soutk  DearJUU. 

Clark,  Rowse  R.,  WkittnauiOa. 

Clark,  Rufos  W.,  D.  D.,  jnUuf,  JT.  Y. 

Clarke,  Mra.  Adelisa  H.,  Modmmg. 

Claike,  Rev.  Doros,  fFaUhmm. 

Clarke,  Franeb,  HawarkiU. 

Clarke,  George  E.,  Falwumtk. 

Clary,  Mrs.  8.  &,  nyarakam. 

Cleavoland,  Waldo,  Soutk  DaarJUU. 

Clifford,  Wyatt  B.,  Ckalkmm. 

Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  MHotan  CWmer. 

Cobb,  Jacob,  Jibington. 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Jindoaar. 
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Osgood,  H.  B.,  WkUintvilU. 
Packard,  Rot.  D.  Temple,  SsiMrvirit. 
Packard,  Edward  C,  M^Hk  Bridftmaim'. 
Packard,  8.  Edwarda,  apringfUU, 
Packard,  8.  Franklin,  Otmpefls. 


** 
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Packard,  ZlbaoB,  JhiugUm, 

Page,  Abigail  L.,  Jtkinmm,  Jf.  IL 

Paige,  Oeorge  R.,  Jflnt  Mei. 

Paine,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  BMmu 

*Paine,  Mias  Sarah  C.       *« 

Palmer,  Rct.  Charles  Ray,  SalMb 

•Palmer,  Rev.  Stephea,  Mk^dkmm. 

Palmer,  Squire,  Somtk  DurfUld, 

Park,  John  C,  BotUn. 

Parker,  Andrew,  Otouetjisr. 

*Parker,  John, 

Parker,  Mrs.  Sarah,  ** 

*Parhman,  Francia,  D.  D.     <« 

•Parkman,  Samuel,  •« 

Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah,  " 

Parmenter,  Mrs.  E.  J.  6., 

•Parsons,  Oorbam,  Botttm, 

•Parsons,  WilUam,       »< 

Partridgs,  Joseph,  Hollittiu 

Patrick,  ReT.  Henry  J.,  Wut 

Patrick,  Mra.  Martha  L.  •• 

Pattee,  Willard,  Fotker^. 

Patten,  Mrs.  John  F.,  Dersftetler. 

Patteraoo,  DaTid  H.,  Mttkmnu 

Paul,  Frederick  A.,  Ldkcotlle. 

Paul,  Henry,  Mkmimu 

Paul,  Mrs.  Henry,       *< 

•Paul,  Luther, 

Paul  Luther,  Jr. 

Paul,  Miss  Harriet,    *« 

Paul,  Miss  Mary,        ** 

Payson,  Miss  Susan, 

Payson,  William  P., 

Pease,  Oeorge  W.,  Saisni. 

Pearson,  Miss  Hannah  J.,  I  swell, 

Peckham,  Hubbard,  PtUr^kmm. 

Peiroe,  ReT.  Bradford  IL,  JZarlem,  Jf,  T. 

Perkins,  E.  £.,  Asrtik  JMUiMevV. 

Perkins,  Jairus  H.,  JTartk  JMditktn*, 

Perkins,  James,  Soutk  DamMr*, 

•Perkins,  Jamea, 

•Perkins,  James,  Jr. 

•Perkins,  Thomas  U.   ** 

Parley,  Mrs.  AbigaU  T.,  Silsai. 

Perley,  Jacob,  « 

Perry,  Miss  Catharine  H.,  i 

•Peters,  Edward  D.,  .Boslem. 

Pettee,  Miss  Elisa  J.,  Fozdert*. 

Pettee,  Samuel  Gaidner, 

Phillips,  Alooao  P.,  SswCA  Dsm 

•Phillips,  Jooathaa,  BtUm. 

Pbillipe,  Mrs.  Sally,     " 

•PbilUps,  WilUam,      « 

Pickard,  Rot.  Daniel  W., 

Pickering,  Henry  W., 

Pierce,  Rev.  Charlee  H.,  MiUkmfff. 

PierpooC,  Eev.  John,  Jlfe4ferrfL 

Pika,  IUt.  John,  Jiswbf. 
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Plamb,  R«T.  Albert  H.,  Ck§l9m. 
Plumb,  JoMpb  Dart,  ** 

Plumer,  Mrs.  Martha  H.,  RowUy, 
Plumoier,  Israel,  fFkitiiuvilU, 
Pollard,  Joaeph  O^  Wobtirm. 
Pood,  Almira  W.,  SmKA  MaUUn. 
Pond,  John  P.,  BMCra. 
Pond,  Mn.  Nancy,  Miitoay. 
Pood,  William  £.,  fTrtntkmwt, 
Pool,  Solomon,  OUmeetUr, 
Poor,  Joaeph,  South  Damvtri. 
Poor,  Nathan  H.      ** 
Porter,  Samuel  S.,  fFimek§sttr. 
Pratt,  Coroelini,  JiTorik  Wtymouth, 
Pratt,  Galen,  Iforth  Bridg$muUr. 
Pratt,  Galen  B.         •* 
Pratt,  Norton,  Braintree. 
Pratt,  Phebe,  Sherbom, 
Pratt,  Zebnlon,  JVorU  MUdUbcro*. 
*Pretcott,  William,  Boston, 
*Prince,  Rot.  J.  M.,  0§orgetown. 
Prioee,  Mn.  Sarah  B.,  BridgtwUr. 
Pritchard,  William,  Aliwfrvryport. 
Proctor,  Henry  H.,  South  Danvert, 
Pioetor,  Mn.  Lucy  A.,  Olouetotor.      * 
Proctor,  Thorodike,  South  Dunvero. 
Uoiney,  Tbomaa  D.,  Dorckosttr. 
Quincy,  Mn.  J.  C.  '* 

Rankin,  Mn  Mary,  Charlagtown, 
Raymond,  Helen  8.,  Booton, 
Read,  Miia  Martha,  Ea$t  AHngUm, 
Reed,  Mias  Caroline  O.,  HonorhiU. 
Reed,  Horace,  South  Jtbington. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Agnes  L.,  Botton. 
Rice,  Edward,  FFoy/ani. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  C,  Lawrene§. 
Rice,  Mn.  Henry  A.  ** 

Rice,  Misa  M.  Augusta,  fTeotboro^ 
Rich,  Rev.  Alonxo  B.,  Beverly, 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  Jodson,  Doreheater. 
Rich,  Mn.  Harriet  L.,         « 
Richards,  Mn.  A.  M.,  LiUhJleU,  Ct 
Richards,  Jamea  P.,  CompeUo. 
Richardson,  Benjamin  P.,  JBestsii. 
Richardson,  Luther,  IFoicAesCsr. 
Richaidson,  Miss  Sarah  E.,  Concord. 
Richardson,  Somner,  Wineheoter. 
*Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Booton. 
Robbios,  Andrew,  Oroton. 
Robbins,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Booton. 
•Robbins,  Edward  H.  " 

Roberts,  Rev.  Jacob,  Eaot  Medieay. 
Roberts,  Mn.  Mary  A.,  ** 

Robinson,  Charles  W.,  Jtubwmdule, 
Robinson,  Mrs.  Clara  A.,  Wijukeotor. 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  JVert*  Bridgowattr. 
Robhnon,  Rev.  Beirimi  T.,  WimeksoUr, 
Roakwood,  loka,  Ontam, 


Roekwood,  Misa  Polly  8.,  AoktoMd. 

*Rogen,  George,  Booton. 

Rogen,  George  L.,  JVewfrvryport. 

Rogen,  Shubael  G.,         Booton, 

•Rogers,  Rev.  William  M.,    •* 

Russell,  Sarah  J.,  Framinghmm, 

Ryder,  MarietU,  Chatham. 

Sanford,  Mn.  Adeline  D.,  Jlfcdieaf  FUlage. 

Safford,  Rev.  George  B.,  Burlington^  Ft. 

•Salisbury,  Samuel,  Booton. 

Sergeant,  James  C,  Oakham. 

Sargent,  Edmund,  Weot  Jimosbury. 

Sargent,  Lucius  M.,  Booton. 

Sargent,  Samuel  G.,  Metkuon. 

Sawtell,  Mra.  Ephraim,  Oroton. 

Sawyer,  George,  Campelio. 

Sawyer,  Seth  C,  E.  Randolpk.    , 

•Scudder,  Charles,  Boston. 

Scudder,  Mn.  Sarah  L.  ** 

Sean,  Miss  Hannah  M.,  jaaJ^fUU. 

Seaver,  A.  W.,  AbrtUoro*. 

Seeley,  Rev.  Raymond  H.,  Havorkill. 

Seeley,  Mrs.  Fanny  B.  ** 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.,  Booton. 

Shattock,  Andrew,  Oroton. 

Shaw,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Booton. 

Sheldon,  Rev.  Luther  H.,  Weothoro*. 

Sheldon,  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  ** 

Shiverick,  Miss  Maiia  L.,  Campelio. 

•Sigourney,  Andrew,  Boston. 

Sigourney,  Henry,  '* 

Shillings,  David  N.,  WinekeHer. 

•Slack,  Ruggles,  Boston. 

Slafter,  Rev.  Edmund  P.,    " 

Small,  Amos  T.,  ^es(  JSmukury. 

Small,  Mrs.  Fidelia  Poiter,  MiOkury. 

Small,  Samuel  A.,  ** 

Small,  Mn.  Sumner,  Jfewton  Centre. 

Smith,  Albert  W.,  Brookline, 

Smith,  Mrs.  Lucy  Jane,    " 

Smith,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  PopporeU. 

Smith,  Mn.  Hattie  J.,  OloucesUr. 

Smith,  Jonathan,  ffkUinsmUs. 

Smith,  Rev.  Matson  M.,  Bridgoport^  CL 

Smith,  Mrs.  Matson  M.  '* 

Smith,  Norman,  Oroton. 

Smith,  Richard,  Soutk  Danvoro, 

Smith,  Mra.  Charlotte,   •« 

•Smith,  Samuel,  Boston. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Sarah,  Jindovor.    • 

Smith,  Warren  N.,  WkitinsvUlo. 

Swill,  Mias  Lottie  H.,  Andooor. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Caroline,  A*«wtom  Cemsr. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Mark,  CkaUuvm. 

Soule,  Henry  M.,  Souik  Akington. 

Boothgate,  Rev.  Robert,        fyowiak. 

Bootligato,  Miai  Franoea  8.,        *< 

Boothfatt,  Mra.  Mary  FiaacM,    ** 
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Sonthwortli,  Bin.  CaroliM  M.,  M§iwf. 
SpooiMr,  W.  B.,  BotUn, 
Spring,  Mrt.  Ad«U  C^  fTkitiiuvUU, 
Btaojr,  Albert,  (Uncord. 
Btebbint,  Rev.  Milan  C,  OroCra. 
Stevens,  Norman  C,  A'itetoii. 
Stevens,  Mrt.  £.  M.        ** 
Stevene,  Samuel,  Olmet9t§r. 
*Stoddard,  Lewie  T.,  JBreetftae. 
Stone,  Andrew  L.,  D.  D.,  Boston, 
Stone,  Mre.  Matilda  F.,         ** 
Stone,  Martha  A.,  Attwtem  C$ntr§, 
Storre,  Eunice  C.         Braimtreo. 
Storri,  Riebard  S.,  D.  D.    " 
Stowell,  Mrf.  Abby  Hubbard,  Comcord. 
Btowell,  Cjrrae  A.,  South  DtmrJloU. 
Btroof ,  Rev.  J.  C,  Sl  CUrUt,Mi%nt*oU. 
Strong,  Mre.  J.  C.  **  " 

Stadlejr,  Aoitin,  Elatt  JSbimgUm. 
Bagden,  Mise  Mary,  Braintroo, 
Samner,  Mri.  H.  H.,  Foxboro*. 
Swaxey,  Mrs.  Frances  A.,  Lynn, 
Swett,  Samuel  W.,  Botton. 
Swift,  Miss  l^ttie  H.,  Andovor. 
Taft,  Gustavui  E.,  WkitintmJU. 
Tapley,  Gilbert,  Dtumoro, 
Tappan,  John,  Boston. 
Tarr,  William  J.,  OUmctstor. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Malaosa,  Winckutor, 
Teele,  Rev.  Albert  K.,  Milton. 
Teele,  Mrs.  Cornelia  C.    *' 
Temple,  Maik  M.,  ReadiMg. 
Tenney,  Mrs.  Mary  P.,  mmckoHor. 
Terry,  Rev.  James  P.,  Sralik  fFojfmontk. 
Thacher,  Mrs.  Anna  B.,  Hydo  Park. 
Thacber,  Miss  Calista  C,  AUUhoro\ 
Thacher,  John,  •< 

Thacher,  Mrs  Sasan  C.  *' 

Thacher,  William  T.  " 

Thacber,  Susan  B.,  Portland,  Mt. 
^Thatcher,  Mary  Ludlow,  M%ddltboro\ 
Thayer,  Aroasa,  Braintrtt, 
Thayer,  E.  F.  B.        ** 
Thayer,  Ira,  " 

Thayer,  Mia  Lllla,    " 
Thayer,  Rer.  J.  Henry,  Andovtr, 
Thayer,  Mrs.  Martha  C.    ** 
Thayer,  Olirer,  " 

*Thayer,  Mrs.  Jane,  Boston. 
Thayer,  Robert  H.,  JWw  Tork  Citf. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  Emily  B.,  Concord. 
Thompson,  Everett  A.,    fFsst  Jlwu^ury. 
Thompson,  Samuel  A.  " 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Anne  Elisa,  ** 
Thayer,  Sarah  H.,  Braintrss* 
Thompson,  Geoige  R.,  JWwCA  Bridgswatsr, 
Thompeon,  Stephen,  Winehsstsr. 
Thurston,  Bat.  Richard  B.,  Stan^f&rd,  Cl 


Tolman,  Rev.  Richard,  r— lehirf. 
Tolman,  Rev.  Bamael  H.,  Ifiilniiifteii. 
Torrey ,  Mies  Eliiabeth  U,  SomUi 
Torrey,  James,  AWtA  Wtjfmomtk, 
Trask,  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  JIfoaeAesCer. 
Trask,  Mrs.  A.  H.,  *« 

Trowbridge,  Blrs.  Asa,  Brigktam. 
Tucker,  ReT.  Elijah  W.,  Lekanam^  O. 
Tucker,  Mrs.  Hannah  W.        •« 
Tucker,  Jesse,        Milton. 
Tucker,  Nathan,  ** 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Nathan,  " 
Tucker,  John  A.,  DorckasUt. 
Tucker,  William,         ** 
Tucker,  William  W.,  Boatmu 
Tufts,  Charles,  Andovor. 
Tuttle,  Miss  Sarah,  Wo^nd. 
Tuttle,  Thomas  S.,  LdtloUn, 
TwicheU,  John  M.,  FiUkhmrg, 
Tyler,  Jerom   W.,  Boston. 
Underbill,  R  t.  John  W.,  JC  Amk&m, 
Upton,  Moees  T.,  Salotn, 
Vose,  Miss  Prisoilla,  Antrim^  Jf.  E. 
Vose,  William  U.,  FiUkknrg. 
\f  akefield,  Miss  C,  Rsading. 
Wales,  Erastus,  EaU  Randolpk. 
Wales.  Miss  Mary  Ann,  Boston. 
Walker,  Ellen  A.,  East  Abinglon. 
Walker,  Miae  Frances  A.,  HavorkUL 
Walker,  Rev.  George  F.,    Wol{fL§oL 
Walker,  John  S.,  East  Modmaf. 
Walker,  Mrs.  John  8.    «* 
Walker,  Moees,  BaosrkUL 
Walker,  Nathaniel,  " 
Walker,  Robert  O.,  Boston. 
Walker,  William  M.,  £«ef  Ahington. 
*Walley,  Samuel  U.,  Boston. 
Walley,  Samuel  H.       " 
Ward,  Artemas,  ** 

Ward,  Mrs.  Caroline  L.,  LakswUU. 
Ward,  Salem  T.,  ffindUstsr, 
Warner,  William,  Soutk  DssrJLM. 
Warren,  George  W.,  Boston, 
Warner,  John,  Iftwton. 
Warren,  Mrs.  Diantha  A.,  Lfnn. 
Warren,  Mrs.  Maria,  Orajtsm. 
*Warren,  Nehemiah,  Stow. 
Warren,  Francis  W.    " 
Warren,  Jonas,  '* 

Warren,  Lueinda,       ** 
Warren,  William  A.,  Winthsstsr. 
Watkins,  Miss  Abby  A.,  OleacstCefv 
Weeks,  Mrs.  L.  Caroline,  Wsst  fFarran. 
Welch,  John,  Boston. 
Weld,  James,       •< 
Wells,  Mrs.  Martha  D.,  Mbrtkkon^. 
Wellman,  R«t.  Joshua  W.,  Jfinotmu 
Waodall,  Mrs.  Cathariot,  Batum, 
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Weatworth,  Albert,  HavtrkiU. 
Wheeler,  Mira  Abby  F^  Caiuerd. 
Wheeler,  Abijah  R.,  Etttt  Medwajf. 
Whiteomb,  Lewie,  EaH  Rmndolph, 
^Wbitromb,  Reoben,        Harvard. 
*WhUeomb,Seaben,Jr.         "* 
Whiteomb,  Mre.  Abby  F. 
^Whiteomb,  Mre.  Loaiea  D. 
Whiteomb,  Miu  Bdary  M.      ** 
White,  Aaron  L.,  Mtdwa^. 
White,  CorneUne,  Saatk  Ramdalpk, 
*White,  Jamee,  Bottom. 
White,  Joeiah,  Ptterokam. 
White,  Mrs.  Mary  C,  PkUlipoton. 
White,  Newtoo,  EaH  Randolpk. 
WhiUn,  Charlee  P.,  WhUinovUlo. 
Whitin,  Mra.Catbarioe  H.  •< 
Whitin,  Jamee  F.  " 

Whitin,  Mre.  Patience  H.   " 
Whitin,  Paul,  " 

Whitin,  Mri.  Sarah  J.        *• 
WhiUn,  Mra.  Sarah  R.,       «< 
Whitman,  Charles,  Lowell. 
Whitmarih,  Mary,  South  Jlkington. 
Whitney,  Charlee  H.,  FiUkbvrg. 
Whitney,  Dora  8.,  South  Qroton, 
Whitney,  Helen  J.,  Stow. 
Whitney,  Isaac  8.,  QUmcoottr. 
Whitney,  Israel,  Botton, 
Whitney,  Mrs.  P^rmelia  V.,  PtttrOum. 
Whitney,  Richard  D.,  SfringJUU. 

7 


Whitney,  Mrs.  Susanna,  RutUui. 

«Wifff lesworth,  Thomas,  Boutam, 

Wilbur,  Joseph,  ToMnlou. 

Wild,  Daniel,  BooUm. 

Wilder,  Hattie,  Stow. 

Willcox,  ReT.  William  H.,  Hooding. 

Williams,  Rev.  Edward  F.,  WhitinniXU. 

Williams,  Miss  Msry  D.,  Orsm^/ls/d. 

Williams,  S.  U.,  Foxboro*. 

Wilson,  Rev.  Thomas,  Stoughton. 

Winslow,  Pelbam,  EaH  Akington. 

Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Bootom. 

^Winthrop,  Thomas  L.    ** 

Withingtoo,  Otis,  BroohUno. 

Woleott,  Mrs.  Blifeaheth,  ScwlA  DoMVoro. 

Woleott,  WiUiam,  *« 

Woodbury,  Simon  J.,  Sutton. 

Wood,  Mrs.  Abijah,  WtatkoroK 

Wood,  Eliaabeth  C,  Foxboro*. 

Wood,  Mrs.  E.  8.,  WhUintuUlo. 

Wood,  Mrs.  Samuel  F.,  Cholwitford, 

Wood,  Mrs.  Susan,  Oroton. 

Woods,  Miss  Abbie  Wheeler,  MaUon. 

Woods,  Joaeph  Wheeler,  Bootmu 

Woods,  Samuel  H.  «* 

Woodward,  Ebeneser,  Jfowtom, 

Woodward,  Miss  Emily,  M^owUm  U,  Falls. 

*Worthington,  William,  Baotou. 

Wyman,  Charlee,  Ztancatttr, 

Wyman,  WUliam  O.,  Fitchkwrg, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Beoeipts  from  April  1, 1865,  to  April  1,  1866. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable,  Centreyille,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

(1  L.  M.) f  30  60 

Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)        .  22  97 

Dennis,  South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .  10  50 

Falmouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        .  33  50 
**         North  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m., 

A.  B.  s.) 31  50 

Orleans,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         ...  8  00 

f  137  07 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbury,  West,  Congregational  Church  and    Society,    (3 

L.  M.) f  67  30 

AndoTer,  Chapel  Congregation,  $85  94 ;  Prof.  J.  H.  Thayer, 

$60; 135  94 

•<        South  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)       .        .        .  98  80 

**        Ballardvale,  Congpregational  Church  and  Society,  .  5  00 
Beyerly,  Washington  Street  Church  and  Society,  for  Arabic 

Bible, 25  00 

Boxford,  West  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .        .  9  00 

••         First  Parish, 21  75 

Bradford,  Congregational  Church, 51  53 

Danvers,  First  Church, 43  00 

«        Maple  Street  Sabbath  School,           ....  40  92 

Georgetown,  First  Congregational  Society,     ....  25  23 

Gloucester,  Eyangelical  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)    .        .  46  10 

**          Methodist  Episcopal  Church,        ....  7  14 

Groyeland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .        .  13  55 

HanoTer,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  15  80 

Haverhill,  Centre  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 80  80 

North  Church,  (2  L.  M.) 114  80 


<i 
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Ipswich,  First  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 40  00 

*<        Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 12  00 

**        South  Church,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.)        .        .        .        .  34  50 

Lawrence,  Central  Congregational  Church,  (2  l.  m.)       .        .  44  51 

*•         Lawrence  Street  Church  and  Society,    .        .        .  122  75 

Lynn,  First  Church, 36  55 

•*      St.  Paul's  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,        ...  23  87 

••      West,  Swanton  Whitmore,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)        .        .  10  00 

••      Central  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 28  05 

Manchester,  Church  and  Society  of  Rev.  F.  V.  Tenney,  (1 

L.  M.) 25  92 

Marblehead,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,          .  22  50 

Newbury,  First  Church,         . 18  20 

Newburyport,  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .  27  09 
*'              Belleyille,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

(1  L.  M.) 91  86 

Salem,  Crombie  Street  Church  and  Society,    ....  68  50 

**       South  Church  and  Society, 62  43 

**      Tabernacle  Church  and  Society,          .        .        .        .  78  01 

Topsfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .        .  21  00 


f  1,568  80 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  William  Elliot,  Qreenfield^  Tr, 

Ashfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Mrs.  Azarilla  Sears,  (1  l.  m.) 
Bemardston,  Trinitarian  Church  and  Society, 
Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Claremont,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Deerfield,  Legacy  of  Sidney  Benton,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b 

**        South,  Monument  Church,     . 
GUI,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Greenfield,  First  Church  and  Society,     . 

**  Second  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 

Shelbume,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  Gent.  Associ- 
ation, $25  25 ;  Ladies'  do.  $18  25 ; 
Warwick,  Trinitarian  Church  and  Society,     . 
Whately,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Contributions,  Details  not  given,    . 


»•) 


$11 

50 

20 

00 

20  00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

6  00 

30 

00 

20 

00 

2 

66 

21 

60 

40 

16 

43 

50 

8 

00 

17  00 

129  45 

378  87 
Lest  expense  of  printing,      $  10  00 


$  368  87 
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Donaduns, 
For  Bibles, 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  RoDEBiCK  BinEiT,  Springfield^  TV. 

.    $  1,312  77 


f  120  21 


HAMPSHTEUS  COUNTY. 
Euthampton,  Payson  Chxirch, 


$  124  96 


<( 


<i 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Cambridge,  East,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Tyler,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.)     . 
Concord,  Miss  Margaret  R.  Gourgas,  (1  l.  m.) 

«         Union  Bible   Society,   $100 ;    From  the  estate  of 
Martha  S.  Munroe,  120,       .... 
Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Groton,  South,  Mrs.  John  Spalding,       .... 
HoUiston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Lincoln,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,) 
Lowell,  John  Street  Church,  . 

Appleton  Street  Church, 
High  Street  Church, 
«       Miss  Emily  Rogers,  (for  a.  b.  s.) 
*<       A  friend,  (1  l.  d.,  a.  b.  s.) 
Medford,  Mystic  Church, 
Newton  Centre,  A  Mend, 
<*  A  friend. 

Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Mrs.  Cushing, 

Pepperell,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sherbom,  Reading  and  Beneyolent  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Shirley  Village,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Somerrille,  First  Orthodox  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
South  Reading,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  bal 
Tewksbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Townsend,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Waltham,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Wayland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
West  Cambridge,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  So- 
ciety,         

Wettford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Winoheater,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (5  l.  m.) 
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NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Braintree,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  $27  ;  A 

friend,  $40 ;  (2  l.  m.) $  67  00 

Dedham,  First  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 67  39 

**         South,  Congregational   Church  and  Society,   (for 

A.  B.  B.) 12  45 

Dorchester,  Village  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 26  74 

A  friend,  balance,  (1  l.  m.)          .        .        .        .  10  00 

J.  F.  P., 10  00 

Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.)  65  12 

<*        Mrs.  Hattie  £.  Stanley,  deceased,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.)  30  00 

Foxboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)         .  40  80 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mrs.  Charles  Bradford, 6  00 

Medway,  Village  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)      .        .        .  32  65 

"         First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  34  67 

Randolph,  East,  Winthrop  Church  and  Society,     ...  38  92 

Weymouth,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    ...  33  50 

««            South,  Church  and  Society  of  J.  P.  Terry,          .  25  50 

**               **      Union  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  16  50 

$497  24 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  First  Church,  of  which  $20,  by  Mr.  Jacob  Noyes, 

(for  1  L.  M.) $  85  00 

*<  South,   Congregational   Church  and  Society,  (1 

L.  M.) 28  58 

Campello,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       ...  44  00 

Lakeville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       .        .        .  11  00 

North  Bridgewatcr,  Porter  Evangelical  Church,  (3  l.  m.)        .  68  05 

Marshfield,  A  friend, 75 

Middleboro',  North,  Mrs.  £.  G.  Little,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)        .  10  00 

**               **      First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  34  43 

"                "      Central  Church, 12  00 

Plympton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      ...  5  00 

Plymouth,  Second  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  .        .        .  20  00 

Wareham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)        .  33  10 

$  351  91 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street,          .        .  $  67  18 

<*            «            Rev.  Mr.  Alden,  Broadway,      ...  78  45 

•'           **           Rev.  Dr.  Robbins,  Second  Church,  .        .  83  00 

«       Park  Street  Church  and  Society,       .        .        .        .  142  41 
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Boston,  Bromfield  Street  MethodUt  Epiftcopal  Church,  . 
D  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Chxirch, 
Eyangelical  Union  Sabbath  School,  East  Boston, 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Pope,  (1  l.  m.) 
Mrs.  Raymond,  (1  l.  m.)    . 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Lord,  (1  l.  m.) 
Rev.  Giles  Pease,  for  the  Freedmen, 
Mrs.  Mansfield, 
A  friend,  $1 ;  do.  32c. ;  do.  65c. ;  do.  $1  ; 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Berlin,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

Clinton,  First  Eyangelical  Church  and  Society, 

Fitchburg,   Calyinistic  Congregational  Church  and  Society 

(^  L.  M*,  A.  B.  S.^  •  •  •  •  • 

Grafton,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1 

jLj»   M.«|   JL9  xl«   '^*  J  •  •  •  •  • 

Harvard,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Soc.  (1  l.  m.) 
Lancaster,  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Jones,      .... 
Leominster,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  J.  Haskell, 
Lunenburg,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society 
Millbury,  First  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
New  Braintree,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  balance, 

(2l.  M.) 

Phillipston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Southbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**             Globe  Village  Congregational  Church  and  So- 
ciety,       

Spencer,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sutton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Templeton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m 

**           First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Upton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  balance, 
Westboro',  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,     . 
Whitinsville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (5  l.  m.) 
Winchendon,  North  Church, 
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MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 

Atkinson,  N.  H.»  Abigail  L.  Page,  (1  l.  m.)  . 

Derry,  N.  H.,  Miss  Abby  Choate,  (for  a.  b.  s.) 

East  Woodstock,  Ct.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society 

(for  A.  B.  s.)    . 
Exeter,  N.  H.,  A  friend, 


30  00 

29  60 

6 

00 

1 

00 

10 

26 

37  04 

32 

60 

12  56 

24 

62 

14  07 

15 

26 

10 

00 

30  60 

19 

26 

50 

55 
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23 
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$  1,037 
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12 

00 
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New  England  Conference  of  M.  E.  Church,   ....  660  87 

Thetford,  Vt.,  MIm  Lucy  Child,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,)  ...  5  00 

Walpole,  Simeon  N.  Perry, 30  00 

Philippopolia,  Turkey,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Clark,  Mission- 
aries A.  B.  C.  F.  M 10  00 


S  652  87 


COLLECTIONS. 

By  the  Rev,  E.  F.  Slapteb,  Agent  of  the  American  Bihle  Society, 

St.  John's  Church,  Framingham, $  48  27 

Ascension  Church,  Fall  Riyer, 19  07 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline,        ...*..  208  25 
*<                   <*             For  Bibles,  $50. 

St.  John's  Church,  Lowell, 12  88 

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston, 40  00 

Grace  Church,  Medford, 2  00 

St.  Luke's  Church,  Chelsea, 12  00 

Grace  Church,  Maiden, 3  37 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Dedham 50  00 

St.  Michael's  Church,  Marblehead, 75  56 

Samuel  Dorr, 20  00 

I 

Calyary  Church,  Danyers, 4  60 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Beverly,  on  Bible  account,  $20  50. 

Trinity  Church,  Haverhill, 13  53 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanover, 38  76 

Grace  Church,  Lawrence, 41  30 

Christ  Church,  Plymouth, 17  00 

Christ  Church,  Oxford, 10  13 

Grace  Church,  Newton  Comer, 17  86 

St.  Thomas'  Church,  Taunton, 90  29 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Cambridgeport, 12  15 

From  C 20  00 

St.  James's  Church,  Roxbury, 108  65 

St.  John's  Church,  Charlestown, 90  22 

Christ  Church,  Waltham, 15  00 

Trinity  Church,  Wrentham, 5  00 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Salem, 30  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Newburyport, 15  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 831  00 

mG/» 100  00 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 880  00 

Emmanuel  Church,  Boston, 923  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 150  00 

$3,904  80 


56 


LBGACIBS. 

Boflton,  Constantanj  Farley,  $250,  leu  $12  60,  GoVt  Tax*  $  237  M 

Lowell,  Biary  B.  Allen,  $100,  leM  $6,  Govenunent  Tax,        .  95  00 

$  332  60 

Annnal  tabscriptioiLi, 602  42 

Luterett  and  diyidends 1,673  00 

Returned  for  books  granted, 1  66 

Sales, 16,589  46 


FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath,  to  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society,  incorporated  in  the  year  Eighteen  hundred  and  ten,  the 
turn  of  to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  uses 

and  purposes  of  the  Society. 


Q^^  Letters  relating  to  Agencies,  or  to  the  general  interests  and 
policy  of  the  Society,  should  be  directed  to  Rev.  Dakiel  Butlee, 
Recording  Secretary,  15  Comhill,  Boston. 


0^  Remittances  for  Books,  donations  from  churches  and  indi- 
viduals, and  orders  for  Books,  should  be  directed  to  8.  T.  Fabwell» 
Agent,  15  Cornhill,  Boston. 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THB 

MASSACHUSETTS  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  1867-8. 


PBESIDEICT. 

Hon.  SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY. 

TICB  PRESIDENTS. 

Ret.  WILLIAM  R.  NICHOLSON,  D.  D.,  Suffolk  County. 
WILLIAM  C.  PLUNKETT.  Esq.,  Berkshire  County. 
EDWARD  SOUTHWORTH,  Esq.,  Hampden  County. 
JOHN  P.  WILUSTON,  Esq.,  Hampshire  County. 
WILLIAM  B.  WASHBURN,  Esq.,  Franklin  County. 
STEPHEN   SALISBURY,  Esq.,  Worcester  County. 
CHARLES  P.  WHTTIN,  Esq.,  Worcester  County. 
LEE   CLAFLIN,  Esq.,  Middlesex  County. 
CAI^B  HOLBROOK,  Esq.,  Norfolk  County. 
JAMES   S.  AMORY,  Esq.,  Norfolk  County. 
Hon.  JOHN  H.  CLIFFORD,  Bristol  County. 
ELISHA  TUCKER,  Esq.,  Plymouth  County. 
JAMES  B.  CROCKER,  Esq.,  Barnstable  County. 
EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Esq.,  Essex  County. 

COBREBFONDIVO   BECRETART. 

Rby.  GEORGE  W.  BLAGDEN,  D.  D. 

RECORDING   BECRETART. 

Ret.  DANIEL  BUTLER. 

TREASURER. 

CHARLES  HENRY  PARKER,  Esq. 

AUDITOR. 

THEOPHILUS  R.  MARVIN,  Esq. 


TRUSTEES. 


Rt  ReT.  Manton  Eastburn,  D.  D. 
RcT.  Bakon  Stow,  D.  D. 
Rer.  John  O.  Means, 

ReT.  CUANDLKU  RoBIIlNS,  D.  D. 

ReT.  Samuel  B.  Babcock, 
ReT.  WiLLARD  F.  Mallaueu, 
ReT.  J.  Eames  Ranrim, 
John  Tappan, 
Albert  Fearino, 


Heman  Lincoln, 
Samuel  May, 
Jacob  Slkkpbr, 
Charles  T.  Rut^sELL, 
Theophilus  R.  Marvin, 
Charles  W.  Pikkcb, 
Charles  Henry  Parker, 
Francis  E.  Parker, 
Robert  C.  Wimtheop,  Esq's. 


KXKOIITTVK  COMMITTKK, 
TO  WHOM  APPUOATIONS  ARE  TO  BE  MADE  FOR  BIBLES. 

ReT.  John  O.  Means,  Albert  Fearing,  and  Charles  Hbnrt  Parker. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FROM  1809  TO  1867. 


PRESIDENTS. 


Hon.  WiUiam  PhilUpB,  .  .  .  1809—27 
Bev.  John  Pierce,  D.  D.  .  .  .  1887—49 
Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf,  LL..  D.  .    1849—51 


Hon.  Bichard  Fletcher,    . 
Hon.  Samuel  H.  Walley, 


18M-M 
18W 


VICE   PRE 

Bev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.    .    .  1809—16 

Bev.  John  T.  Kirkland,  D.  D.  .  1816—88 

BcT.  Henry  Ware,  D.  D.      .    .  1828—44 

Bev.  John  Codman,  D.  D.    .    .  1844—48 

Hon.  Simon  Orecnleaf,  LL.  D.  .  1848 — 49 

Bov.  Francis  Farkman,  D.  D.   .  1849—53 

Bev.  N.  L.  l-Yothingham,  D.  D.  18S3— 61 

Bev.  Wm.  B.  Nicholson,  D.  D.  1861 

WiUiam  C.  Plunkett,  Esq.    .    .  1868 

Edward  Southworth,  Esq.     .    .  1868 

John  P.  Williston,  Esq.    .    .    .  1868 


SIDENTS. 

William  B.  Washburn,  Esq.      .  1868 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Esq.    .    .    .  1868 

Charles  Whitin,  Esq 1868 

Lee  Claflin,  Esq 1868 

Caleb  Holbrook,  Esq 1868 

James  S.  Amory,  Esq 1868 

Hon.  John  H.  Clifford,  LL.  D.  1868 

Elisha  Tucker,  Esq 1868 

James  B.  Crocker,  Esq.    .    .    .  1863 

^.  8.  Moseley,  Esq 1868 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES. 


Bev.  Joseph  Stevens  Bunkminster,  1809 — 18 
Bev.  Samuel  C.  Thacher, .  .  .  1813—17 
Bev.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D.  .    .    1817—18 


Bev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D.  .  1818 — 19 
Bev.  N.  L.  Frothingham,  D.  D.  1849—58 
Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.    1853 


RECORDING    SECRETARIES. 


Bev.  John  Pierce,  D.  D.  . 
Bev.  Daniel  Sharp,  D.  D. 
Bev.  Cyrus  P.  Grosvenor, 
Bev.  James  D.  Kuowles,  . 
Bev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D. 


1809—88 
1828—30 
1830—31 
1831—38 
1838—39 


Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.  1839—44 

Bev.'  William  M.  Bogers,      .    .  1814—45 

Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.  1845—49 

Bev.  George  Bichards,     .    .    .  1849—53 

Bev.  Daniel  Butler,     ....  1858 


TREASURERS. 


Samuel  H.  Walley,  Esq. 
Hon.  Peter  O.  Thacher, 
John  Tappan,  Esq.  .    . 


EXECU 

Bf!V.  William  E.  Channing,  D.  D. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips,  .  .  . 
Stephen  Higginson,  Esq.  .  .  . 
Bev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D.  . 
Edward  Tuckorman,  Esq.  .  . 
Bev.  HcMir>  Ware,  Jr.,  1).  D.  . 
Bev.  Benjamin  B.  Wisner,  I).  D. 
Charles  Tappan,  Esq 


1809—11 

Henry  Edwards,  Esq.  .    . 

.    .    1835-49 

1811—18 

George  B.  Sampson,  Esq. 

.    .    1849-68 

1818-35 

Charles  Henry  Parker,  Esq. 

.    1868 

TIVE    ( 

COMMITTEES. 

1809—18 

Bev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  E 

».  .    1838—53 

1809—16 

Bev.  George  W.  Blagden,  D. 

D.    1835—49 

1809—15 

Henr}'  Edwards,  Esq.  .    .    . 

.    .    1840-49 

1815—18 

Bev.  George  Bichards,     .    . 

.    .    1849—60 

1816—30 

Grorge  B.  Sampson,  Esq. 

.    .    1849-68 

1818—30 

Albert  Fearing,  E«q.    .    . 

.    .    1853 

1881—35 

Bev.  John  O.  Means,   .    . 

.    .    1860 

1830—40 

Charles  Henry  Parker,  Esq. 

.    1868 

ANNUAL   REPORT. 


In  presenting  a  Btatement  of  their  labors  for 
the  past  year,  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bible  Society  are  compelled  to  follow  essen- 
tially a  beaten  track.  .  The  facts  reported  must 
necessarily  resemble,  in  kind,  those  given  in 
fonner  years.  The  book  which  it  is  the  object 
of  our  Association  to  circulate,  is  the  oldest  in 
the  world.  It  is  also  the  most  common.  We 
see  every  day  at  least  the  covers  that  inclose  it, 
and  every  day  these  two-leaved  gates  are  opened 
to  not  a  few  of  us.  Then  oiu'  especial  field  is 
old,  as  old  as  our  race,  and  it  lies  in  sight  of  all 
our  dwellings.  It  is  the  poor,  the  poor  in  heart, 
in  life  and  estate,  and  these  we  have  always 
with  us. 

And  still  we  would  hope  that  though  wanting 
the  chaiTO  of  novelty,  the  details  of  our  work 
may  not  be  without  interest  to  the  friends  of 
truth.  The  sun  is  very  old,  and  its  work  each 
year  but  a  i*epetition  of  what  it  has  done  before, 
yet  we  have  not  ceased  to  admire  the  skill  with 
which,  in  each  successive  year,  it  paints  the  lily 


6 

and  clothes  with  life  and  beauty  our  world ;  nor 
do  we  think  or  speak  of  it  as  something 
worn  out  by  long  use  or  superseded  by  .the 
improvements  of  a  progressive  age.  The  showers 
that  refresh  the  earth  lose  none  of  their  attraction 
because  in  kind  they  are  old,  and  the  husbandman 
shouts  the  harvest  home  with  a  joy  in  no  wise 
diminished  by  the  recollection  of  similar  gifts 
bestowed  in  previous  years.  With  sincere  pleas- 
ure we  record  the  fact,  that  dining  the  year  we 
have  been  allowed  to  place  the  Scriptures  in  the 
hands  of  not  a  few  to  whom  they  were  but  little 
known — that  through  oiu*  associated  eflforts  there 
are  homes  graced  to-day  by  the  presence  of 
Patriarchs  and  Prophets  and  Apostles  and  the 
Lord  of  life,  in  their  inspired  utterances,  while 
many  thousands  of  copies  of  the  Word  have 
been  distributed  through  the  commimity,  bearing 
with  them  the  promise  that  they  shall  not  return 
void. 

There  have  been  issued  from  our  Depository, 
during  the  year,  fifty  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  volumes.  Of  this  number,  eighteen 
thousand  and  ninety-eight  were  Bibles;  nineteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  Testa- 
ments; six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  Testaments  with  the  Psalms,  and  the 
remainder  were  smaller  portions  of  the  Scrip- 
tiu'cs.  Of  the  whole  number,  twelve  hundred 
and  four  were  in  various  foreign  languages. 

There  have  been  circulated  gratuitously  twelve 


thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-six  volumes, 
costing  $4,706.27.  Of  these  four  thousand  two 
himdred  and  ten  were  Bibles,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  ninety  Testaments,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  ^Testaments  with 
the  Psalms,  and  the  remainder  m  smaller  portions 
of  the  Scriptures.  Sailors,  Sabbath  Schools,  City 
Missions,  Public  Institutions  and  public  houses 
and  our  own  destitute  poor  have,  as  in  other  years, 
received  largely  of  this  charity.  But  this  does 
not  include  all  oiu'  field,  ^ffatives  of  Massachusetts 
and  others  residing  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, often  find  it  more  convenient  to  get  their 
supplies  here,  than  elsewhere,  and  in  response  to 
their  requests,  we  have  made  appropriations  for 
the  supply  of  poor  and  destitute  persons  in 
Maine,  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont, in  New  Jersey,  Tennessee,  Michigan, 
Kansas,  North  Carolina,  Nova  Scotia  and  Hayti, 
while  one  thousand  six  himdred  and  eighty-seven 
copies  have  been  given  directly  to  the  Freedmen, 
through  our  people  laboring  among  them. 

It  was  stated  in  our  last  Report,  that  the  Rev. 
A.  M.  Osgood  had  been  employed  to  canvass  the 
towns  in  Barnstable  County.  Ailer  laboring  for 
three  months,  with  great  diligence  and  success, 
he  was  compelled,  on  account  of  ill-health,  to 
suspend  his  labors.  In  this  time  he  canvassed 
the  towns  of  Falmouth,  Barnstable,  Sandwich, 
Yarmouth,  Dennis,  and  a  part  of  Provincetown. 
He  visited  two  thousand  one  himdred  and  forty- 
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five  families.  Among  these  were  eighty-nine  des- 
titute of  the  Scriptures,  twenty-five  of  whom  were 
suppHed  by  sale  or  gift.  Of  twenty-six  mdividuals 
having  no  Bibles,  seventeen  were  supplied  as 
above.  One  hxmdred  and  forty-four  Bibles  were 
sold  and  given  away,  and  two  hundred  and 
thirty-three  Testaments  and  eighty-six  smaller 
l)ortions  of  the  Bible,  amounting  in  all  to  foiu* 
hundred  and  sixty-three  copies.  In  his  report  he 
says :  ^^  I  called  on  many  whom  no  minister  visits. 
Two  shut  the  door  against  me,  some  scoffed, 
some  were  totally  indifferent,  while  others  received 
me  as  an  angel  of  the  Lord."  The  health  of 
our  Agent  'is  so  far  restored  as  to  allow  him  to 
resume  his  labors  and  we  anticipate  their  speedy 
completion.  It  is  also  proposed  to  canvass  the 
city  of  Boston  in  whole,  or  in  part,  as  shall  be 
found  desirable.  This  work,  often  performed  in 
other  portions  of  the  State,  has  never,  we  believe, 
been  attempted  here,  and  we  are  convinced  that 
it  should  not  longer  be  delayed.  It  is  also  our 
intention  to  re-distribute  the  Scriptures  in  other 
portions  of  the  State,  as  the  means  and  opportu- 
nities for  doing  it  shall  be  afforded.  The  great 
changes  continually  taking  place  in  our  popula- 
tion make  frequent  repetitions  of  tliis  work 
needful. 

The  income  of  the  Society,  including  a  balance 
on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  $2,123.41, 
has  been  $40,697.22.  In  donations,  annual  sub- 
scriptions and  legacies,  $15,968.62 ;   dividends  on 
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stock  and  interest,  $1,235.50;  sales  of  books, 
$21,355.81;  return  for  books  donated,  $13.88. 
In  addition  to  the  amount  received  into  our 
treasury,  there  has  been  sent  directly  to  the 
American  Bible  Society  the  further  sum  of 
$23,624.13,  making  the  whole  amoimt  raised  in 
Massachusetts,  deducting  the  balance  for  laat 
year,  $62,197.94. 

The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows:  for 
books,  $27,334.47;  for  General  Agent,  Deposi- 
tory Agent,  and  Assistant,  paper,  printing,  rent, 
and  incidental  expenses,  $5,648.67 ;  to  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society,  $5,064.29;  leaving  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  of  $2,649.79. 

A  reference  to  our  former  Reports  will  show 
that  the  amount  here  acknowledged  from  dona- 
tions and  legacies  and  from  the  sale  of  books,  is 
largely  in  excess  of  that  received  in  any  previous 
year. 

Since  the  last  Anniversary,  two  of  our  number 
have  been  removed  by  death.  One  of  these,  the 
Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D.,  held  the  ofl5.ce  of 
Trustee  for  forty-six  years.  Through  all  this 
period,  the  Society  enjoyed  his  wise  coimsels  and 
his  ready  aid.  His  life  was  spent  in  the  critical 
study  and  exposition  of  divine  truth,  and  for  its 
diffusion  his  time  and  his  labors  were  freely 
bestowed. 

The  Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  fourteen  years,  and 
was  never,  we  believe,  in  a  single  instance,  absent 
from  itM  meetings,  unless  detained  by  illness  or 
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absence  from  the  city.  He  loved  the  Bible,  and 
ever  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Society. 

While  we  mourn  the  loss  of  these  revered  and 
valued  associates,  we  are  grateful  for  the  illustra- 
tion they  gave  in  their  long  Uves,  of  the  power 
of  the  Gospel,  while  in  their  remembered  example 
we  are  fm'nished  with  fresh  incentives  to  diligence 
in  our  appointed  work. 

The  American  Bible  Society  reports  a  year 
of  enlarged  activity.  $734,089.14  have  been 
received  into  its  treasury.  Its  total  issues, 
domestic  and  foreign,  have  reached  the  large 
number  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  volumes, 
of  which  more  than  two  hundred  and  forty-one 
thousand  were  circulated  abroad.  The  printing 
of  the  Arabic  Bible  is  going  forward  with  all 
practicable  dispatch.  Tlie  plates  for  the  Standard 
Bible,  and  the  vowelled  New  Testament  and 
Psalms,  will  be  finished  by  the  15th  of  July.  By 
this  time  the  types  will  be  cast  for  another  edition 
of  the  Bible. 

At  the  Anniversary  a  year  since,  it  was 
resolved  to  undertake  the  re-supply  of  the 
whole  coimtry  with  the  Scriptures.  ^^  This  great 
work  is  actively  progressing;  three  hundred  and 
thirty-four  auxiliaries  are  reported  as  having  can- 
vassed and  supplied  their  fields.  Many  others 
are  engaged  in  or  preparing  for  this  distribution." 
Four  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  families 
have  been  visited  and  of  forty-one  thousand  found 
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destitute   of  the   Scriptures  thirty-six  thousand 
and  five  hundred  were  supplied  by  sale  or  gift. 
Lea\ang  four  thousand  six  hundred  unsupplied. 
As  the  destitute  are  largely  Romanists,  this  result 
is  as  gratifying   as    it  was   unexpected.      Ten 
thousand  five  hundred  destitute  individuals  were 
also   supplied, "   The  peculiar   condition   of   the 
Southern  States  has  called  for  special  labor,  and 
nearly  three  hundred   thousand    copies   of   the 
Scriptures  have  been  sent  there  within  the  year. 
^^  The  freedmen  have  been  largely  suppUed  with 
the  Bible,  and  special  attention  is  given  to  them 
by  those  employed  in  this  work  and  by  auxilia- 
ries, and  benevolent  associations  and  churches  in 
every  part  of  the   South.''    As  friends   of  our 
country,  and  as  friends  of  truth,  we  rejoice  at 
the  prosperity  of  this  venerable  Institution,  which 
in  the  extent  of  its  operations  and  its  beneficent 
influence,   resembles   one   of   those   agencies  in 
nature  by  which  our  earth  is  made  finiitful.     Ex- 
haled like  a  cloud  from  the  hearts  of  the  truth- 
loving,  it  bears  its  treasures  to  the  thirsty  places 
over  all  our  land,  and  far  ofi*  wildernesses  are 
made  glad  by  its  coming.     Our  fervent  thanks 
are   due  to   Him  who,   in   a  period   of  intense 
denominational  activity,  inclines  such  multitudes 
to  merge  for  a  season  their  peculiarities  in  the 
simple  and  sublime  work  of  diffusing  the  Word  of 
God  through   the  world.     Our  Report  to-day 
gives  evidence  that  the  number  of  such  is  enlarg- 
ing among  us.    It  shows  most  conclusively  the 
need  of 'its  ftuther  increase. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


Thb  Fiftt-biohth  Annual  Mbetino  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bible  Society  was  held  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Society,  No.  15  Cornhill,  on  Monday,  May  87,  1867,  at 
nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  President,  Hon.  Samuel  H. 
Walley  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  ofiered  by  Bey.  John  O.  Msan& 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Treasurer,  Charles  Henry  Parker,  Esq.,  pre- 
sented his  Annual  Report,  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Fifty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  was 
presented  by  the  Recording  Secretary,  when  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  reading  of  the  same  be  deferred  till  the  public 
meeting  in  the  aflemoon. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  attend  the  public  services 
of  the  Fifty-eighth  Anniversary,  at  the  Mount  Vernon 
Church,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Scriptures  were  read,  and  prayer  offered  by  Rer. 
Chables  N.  Smith,  of  Charlestown. 

A  hymn  was  sung. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Rev.  James  G.  Vosb,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  then 
addressed  the  assembly. 

ADDRESS   OF  REV.  JAMES  G.  VOSE. 

Mr.  President  : 

Since  the  Word  of  God  was  made  known  upon  earth,  it  has 
been  to  the  vast  majority  a  sealed  book.  First,  by  reason  of  the 
ignorance  of  men,  or  rather  the  small  attainment  they  had  made 
in  the  arts,  and  second,  because  of  their  wickedness.  For  ages 
the  intellect  of  man  was  crippled  for  want  of  the  art  of  printing 
and  the  invention  of  paper.  Both  these  were  necessary  that 
man  might  become  familiar  with  God's  Word  by  daily  use. 
Even  to  the  Jews  the  book  of  the  law  was  so  far  as  the  people 
at  large  were  concerned,  '*  a  well  shut  up,  a  fountain  sealed." 
Though  they  could  hear  it  read  on  the  Sabbath,  and  though  the 
elders  took  part  in.  the  reading,  yet  for  many  this  was  an  impos- 
sibility. After  the  Christian  era  the  same  difficulty  continued, 
and  has  even  increased  by  the  greater  size  and  volume  of  the 
sacred  books.  At  length,  in  the  progress  of  ages  came  the  art 
of  arts,  that  which  bears  the  crown  and  takes  precedence  of  all 
inventions,  that  of  printing.  It  was  given  of  God,  and  was 
sought  of  men  to  release  the  Bible.  Its  first  application  was  to 
the  Bible.  For  the  first  century  or  more,  it  would  seem  as  if 
little  other  use  was  made  of  it,  than  to  publish  the  Word  of 
God.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  a  full  century  after  the 
invention  of  printing,  there  were  only  57  printers  in  England, 
of  whom  31,  or  more  than  half,  were  wholly  employed  in  print- 
ing the  Holy  Scriptures. 
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But  now  came  in  the  second  cause  which  has  made  the  Bihle 
to  such  multitudes  of  our  race  a  sealed  book,  viz.  the  wickedness 
of  man.  Persecution  attacked  the  printing  press,  and  drove  the 
godly  printers  out  of  England,  until,  on  the  accession  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  a  new  impulse  was  given  to  the  sacred  work. 

"  The  morrow  after  her  coronation,"  says  Lord  Bacon,  "  it 
being  the  custom  to  release  prisoners,  one  of  her  courtiers  be- 
sought her  with  a  loud  voice,  that  now  this  good  time  there 
might  be  four  or  five  principal  prisoners  released.  When  asked 
who  they  were,  he  said,  the  four  Evangelists  and  the  Apostle 
Paul." 

Ages  have  passed  since  then,  and  the  Word  of  God  has  found 
access  to  almost  every  land  ;  but  the  question  is  still  pertinent 
to-day — ^Would  it  not  be  best  to  inquire  whether  these  four 
principal  prisoners,  with  their  goodly  fellowship  of  earlier  and 
later  writers,  shall  not  be  set  at  liberty.  I  say,  set  at  liberty, 
for  that  is  precisely  the  question  before  us.  Shall  these  princi- 
pal prisoners  be  released  ?  It  may  seem  strange  to  some,  who 
have  not  thought  upon  the  subject,  that  the  question  should  be 
asked  at  this  day.  Is  the  Bible  free  ?  Paul  declared,  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago,  that  the  Word  of  God  is  not  bound.  But  he 
signified  by  that,  the  hope  that  triumphed  in  his  own  mind,  that 
no  prison  chains  could  hold  God's  Word  forever  captive.  It  is 
not  yet  wholly  set  free.  It  is  our  mission  to  make  it  free,  to  enter 
every  hamlet  and  to  Rod  audience  in  every  heart.  There  are 
immense  classes  in  our  own  land,  as  well  as  in  other  lands,  whom 
the  Bible  has  not  reached.  Tlie  work  of  this  Society  is  not 
merely  to  aid  in  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in  foreign 
tongues  among  heathen  nations ;  but  here  at  home,  its  work  was 
never  greater  than  at  this  precise  moment.  God  has  been 
pleased  to  send  thousands  of  immigrants  from  Papal  nations, 
that  they  might  receive  the  Word  of  God  from  us.  They  are 
not  only  ignorant  of  the  Bible,  but  are  taught  to  regard  it  a 
crime  to  read  it.  It  was  my  pleasure  recently  in  the  city  of 
Providence,  to  listen  to  the  experience  of  two  converted  Ro- 
manists, from  different  countries  of  the  old  world.  Neither  had 
ever  seen  the  Bible  until  they  arrived  at  mature  years.  One 
of  them  on  coming  to  this  country,  utterly  neglected  the  services 
of  the  Papal  church,  and  fell  into  skepticism  and  immorality. 
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BeiDg  a  man  of  considerable  intelligence  and  love  of  reading, 
he  applied  his  mind  assidaouslj  to  the  works  of  Voltaire  and 
Thomas  Paine.  Bat  even  then,  though  readj  to  scoff  at  the 
pretensions  of  the  Homish  Church,  her  power  was  still  so  great 
over  him,  that  he  dared  not  read  the  Bible.  According  to  his 
own  statenient,  though  ofYen  wishing  to  know  what  the  Bible 
contained,  and  to  judge  for  himself,  he  was  deterred  by  a  super- 
stitious fear  of  the  denunciations  of  the  Church.  At  length  he 
was  led  hy  a  friend  to  attend  a  Protestant  house  of  worship, 
and  there  becoming  convicted  of  sin,  he  was  induced  to  seek 
salvation  in  the  Word  of  God.  He  procured  a  Bible  in  large 
print,  that  he  might  study  in  the  evenings,  when  his  work  was 
done,  the  Revelation  of  the  Son  of  God.  To  him  the  sealed 
book  was  open,  and  the  messengers  of  salvation  had  free  access 
to  his  soul.  There  are  multitudes  in  our  land  who  labor  under 
the  same  depressing  sur^erstition.  ]t  is  our  part  to  make  the 
Bible  free,  and  as  it  were  to  set  it  in  the  pathway  of  them  all. 

It  is  said  to  be  a  remark  of  the  late  Archbishop  Hughes,  that 
no  man  was  ever  converted  by  reading  the  Bible  without  note  or 
comment.  I  know  not  precisely  what  he  meant  by  it.  Cer- 
tainly no  man  was  ever  converted  to  Romanism  by  such  means. 
Yet  facts  well  attested  show  that  men  have  been  brought  to 
Christ  by  that  means  simply ;  and  while  it  is  in  general  true 
that  men  need  a  living  preacher,  as  well  as  a  living  Gospel,  the 
preacher  who  puts  the  Bible  in  the  hand  of  the  listener  and  can 
induce  him  to  open  and  study  that,  has  the  only  security  of  pro- 
ducing a  permanent  effect.  Thus  Christ  appealed  to  his  Jewish 
hearers,  and  thus  every  true  follower  of  Christ  presses  home  the 
truth  by  appealing  to  the  written  Word.  When  George  Borrow, 
author  of  that  remarkable  book,  '^  The  Bible  in  Spain,"  listened  to 
the  monks  and  preachers  of  the  Romish  Church,  he  found  them 
oflen  quoting  from  the  Bible,  but  in  almost  every  case  their  quo- 
tations were  from  the  Apocrypha.  In  some  of  the  towns  of 
Spain,  where  he  distributed  the  New  Testament,  he  thought  best 
to  leave  but  a  few  copies,  lest  the  priests  should  seize  them,  or 
lest  their  frequency  should  diminish  somewhat  the  curiosity  with 
which  they  were  hailed  by  a  people  who  had  been  so  long  for- 
bidden their  use.  But  our  case  is  quite  different  from  this. 
The  Bible  in  our  land  is  not  under  ban  ;  it  is  wilfully  and  iguo- 
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rantlj  rejected  by  thousands,  who  need  its  comfort  and  its  in- 
structions. It  is  ours  to  take  from  them  all  excuse  ;  to  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  children  as  soon  as  they  can  read ;  to  place  it 
beneath  the  tearful  eye  of  the  mourner,  who  is  hopeless  and  des- 
pairing without  it ;  to  shame  the  superstitious  into  a  complete 
throwing  off  the  trammels  of  the  priesthood^  that  they  may 
learn  and  judge  for  themselves. 

But  now,  some  one  may  ask — Is  it  needful  to  multiply  to  such 
an  extent  the  copies  of  Grod's  Word.  ?  Are  there  not  enough 
in  America  to  supply  every  man,  woman,  and  child  ?  I  suppose 
there  are  not,  and  even  if  there  were,  that  is  no  proof  that  we 
do  not  need  more.  The  family  Bible  will  not  answer  to  carry  to 
the  church  and  the  Sunday  School.  The  Testament  will  not 
always  supply  our  need,  and  yet  sometimes  it  is  all  we  can  take 
with  us.  The  young  eyes  that  learned  with  delight  the  verses 
in  a  little  Bible,  will  grow  older,  and  need  by  and  by  larger  type 
as  well  as  spectacles.  The  child  cherishes  his  mother's  Bible, 
though  it  may  not  suit  his  daily  use  so  well  as  another,  and  he 
may  prefer  to  lay  it  in  a  choice  place,  for  special  hours  of  re- 
membrance. A  house  is  hardly  well  furnished  without  a  dozen 
Bibles  in  some  form  or  other.  Each  chamber  must  have  its 
copy,  that  the  guest  may  have  no  excuse  to  salute  the  morning 
hour,  without  listening  to  the  voice  of  God.  And  every  differ- 
ent form  or  style  in  which  we  possess  the  Word  of  God,  may 
have  the  power  of  giving  truth  a  new  vividness,  just  as  Nature's 
thousand  hues  and  varying  dress  set  forth  to  the  devout  heart 
with  fresh  life  the  glory  of  God.  What  then  shall  we  say  of  the 
countless  households  that  have  it  not,  of  the  thousands  in  our 
great  cities  and  in  our  wide  country  who  possess  not  a  line  or 
leaf  of  this  holy  truth.  The  poor  slaves,  just  set  free,  crave  of 
us  this  book.  They  are  willing  to  receive  it,  they  long  for  it* 
Their  strongest  motive  in  learning  to  read,  is  that  they  may 
possess  this  holy  book.  Within  six  months  after  the  close  oi 
the  war,  ten  thousand  of  them,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
Gen.  Howard,  learned  to  read.  We  must  print  Bibles  to  suit 
them,  we  must  consult  their  taste,  by  making  the  Bible  attrac- 
tive. We  must  print  for  the  old  and  the  young,  in  larger  and 
in  smaller  portions,  that  each  may  possess  and  call  his  own' 
God's  message  to  him.     No  danger  that  there  should  be  too 
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many.  Let  them  be  maltiplied  as  the  very  leaves  of  the  forest. 
So  shall  we  fulfill  Paul's  glorious  vision  in  the  Roman  prison— 
"  The  Word  of  God  is  not  bound." 

But  some  one  may  still  ask — '^  Do  you  not  thus  make  the  Bible 
too  cheap,  and  expose  it  to  the  irreverence  and  the  blasphemy 
of  men  ?"  Ah  !  this  is  the  old  ^mish  notion  of  reverencing  a 
thing  by  hiding  it.  It  may  indeed  be  true,  that  when  the  Bible 
is  freely  offered,  many  will  abuse  it.  Tou  have  been  pained, 
perhaps,  by  noticing  the  Bibles  in  the  saloon  of  a  steamboat,  or 
the  parlor  of  a  hotel,  scribbled  on  and  defaced  by  some  rude 
and  wanton  hand.  Many  of  the  Bibles  of  this  Society  are  tossed 
neglectfully  into  a  comer,  and  not  one  word  of  them  read.  Of 
the  earlier  editions  of  the  Bible  many  were  burned,  and  of  the 
later  editions  in  this  and  other  countries  not  a  few  are  ruthlessly 
destroyed.  From  age  to  age  the  work  needs  constant  renewal, 
and  the  Bibles  that  have  served  one  generation  will  not  answer 
for  another.  The  ravages  of  time  and  the  waste  and  wicked- 
ness of  man  require  that  this  work  of  Bible  distribution  should 
be  carried  on  with  even  greater  vigor.  If  Papists  destroy  and 
secrete  our  Bibles,  we  must  multiply  them,  so  that  they  cannot 
find  room  to  hide,  or  time  to  burn  them.  It  is  wise  economy  to 
distribute  the  leaves  of  divine  truth,  as  Grod  has  scattered  the 
flowers  of  the  field.  The  foot  may  crush  them,  the  beast  may 
devour  them,  but  their  beauty  and  their  profusion  afford  a 
precious  lesson  to  man.  If  but  here  and  there  one  of  these 
copies  of  God's  Word  is  blessed  to  any  soul,  the  fruit  so  gar- 
nered is  above  all  price.  The  seeds  of  every  plant  are  numer- 
ous, and  God  has  provided  against  waste  and  loss  by  multiply- 
ing the  seeds  almost  to  infinity.  Let  our  sowing  be  abundant 
like  his.  The  way  to  beget  reverence  for  God's  Word  is  not  to 
make  it  rare,  but  to  make  it  familiar.  The  poets  do  not  fear 
that  their  works  will  beconie  common  or  little  valued,  by  multi- 
plying their  editions.  In  our  day,  the  greatest  pains  are  taken 
to  reproduce  old  and  famous  works.  Genius  and  labor  unite  to 
make  familiar  in  our  homes  the  poems  of  Homer  and  of  Dante. 
It  is  said  that  after  the  death  of  Dante,  his  Divine  Comedy,  as  it 
is  styled,  was  read  in  the  churches  of  Italy  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
better  so  than  that  a  service  should  be  rehearsed,  which  none 

could  understand.    But  let  us  who  have  the  Bible  and  the  print- 
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ing  press,  ma]ce  its  blessed  pages  as  universal  and  ccmntless  as 
the  grass  that  springs  by  every  roadside.  This  Society  is  an 
auxiliary  to  every  other.  It  is  a  necessity  that  every  religions 
work  or  effort  should  found  upon  it.  Wherever  the  heart  is  sen- 
sitive to  religious  truth,  whatever  influence  awakens  the  mind  to 
reflection,  whether  it  be  of  sickness,  grief,  or  fear,  there  the 
Bible  should  be,  accessible  and  in  attractive  form,  that  the  hand 
that  feels  afler  truth  may  always  find  it,  that  the  eye  that 
searches  after  God  may  always  rest  upon  it,  and  that  whosoever 
will  may  come  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely. 

Afler  the  singing  of  another  hymn  the  meeting  was 
further  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter,  D.  D., 
of  Boston,  and  by  Rev.  Andrew  P.  Peabody,  D.  D.,  of 
Harvard  University. 

ADDRESS  OF  REV.  HENRY  C.  POTTER,  D.  D. 

Mr.  President: 

Looking  back,  to-day,  upon  the  little  band  of  men,  who,  in 
1804,  projected  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;  and, 
later  still,  to  those  clear  and  venerable  names,  in  our  own  land, 
who,  in  1816,  associated  themselves  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  a  similar  work,  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  the  directness 
of  appeal  with  which  that  work  at  first  spoke  to  every  Chris- 
tian heart,  nor  the  wide-spread  enthusiasm  which  it  evoked. 
To  think  of  men,  not  only  in  heathen  but  in  Christian  lands, 
without  a  Bible ;  to  think  of  households,  wanting  their  best 
boon,  in  that  they  were  without  the  written  Word  of  God,  was 
like  the  thought  of  some  exiled  child,  denied  a  mother's  dying 
message,  or  some  storm-tossed  voyager,  berefl  of  helm  and  com- 
pass. "  No  home  without  a  Bible,"  was  a  watch-word  which 
most  effectually  awakened  the  whole  of  Protestant  Chrbtendom. 

I  will  not  say  that  it  is  a  spell  which  has  lost  its  power.  I  will 
not  affirm  that  the  Church  of  Christ  has  grown  cold  to  this 
work.  To  say  that,  would  be  to  ignore  what  we  have  heard  to- 
day,— the  story  of  the  work  of  this  Society,  so  full  and  real  in 
its  encouragement.  But  it  is,  undeniably,  a  work  which  has 
passed  its  first  enthusiasm,  and  which  has  reached  that  stage  in 
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its  histoiy,  where,  in  similar  enterprises,  doubts  and  discourage- 
ments not  unfrequently  obtrude  themselves.  In  the  ongoing  of 
worldly  enterprises,  there  comes,  often,  a  similar  movement. 
When,  in  the  harbor  of  Palos,  Columbus  and  hb  companions 
were  freighting  their  little  fleet  and  heaving  anchor  for  the  west- 
ward voyage,  there  was  no  lack  of  glow  and  ardor.  It  was 
only  as  that  voyage  lengthened,  and  the  undertaking  grew 
monotonous,  and  the  final  success  seemed,  to  their  short^seeing 
eyes,  so  dim  and  doubtful — only  then,  that  distrust  found  expres- 
sion, and  bated  murmurings  broke  into  open  mutiny.  Even  so, 
in  our  larger,  nobler  work.  We  have  passed  the  fresh  enthu- 
siasm of  the  morning,  and  reached  the  burden  and  heat  of  the 
day.  In  an  age  which  craves  the  novel  and  the  startling,  there 
is,  concerning  such  a  work  as  this,  not  a  great  deal  that  is  novel 
and  startling  to  relate.  Now,  as  of  old,  the  kingdom  of  Grod 
Cometh  not  with  observation ; — not  with  the  clangor  of  heral- 
dic trumpets,  nor  the  pomp  of  armed  hosts.  Silently  and  unob- 
trusively the  Spirit  of  God,  using  His  written  Word  as  its  hal- 
lowed and  resistless  instrument,  goes  on,  doing  its  work.  And 
its  fruit  is  the  old  story ;  old,  yet  forever  new— old  as  the  Cross 
on  Calvary,  and  yet  new  and  fresh  as  the  quickening  tide  of  life 
which  flows  from  out  that  Cross !  Other  than  this,  in  such  a 
work  as  ours,  there  is  little  to  tell.  And  of  this,  all  is  not,  and 
cannot  be  told.  The  work  of  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures 
is  a  work  supremely  of  faith.  Oftener  than  otherwise  is  it  a 
work  done  under  ground.  And  when  its  late  but  certain  fruits 
age  comes  at  last  to  the  surface,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  tell  how 
much  is  due  to  the  flrst  planting,  and  how  much  to  other  and 
subsequent  influences. 

More  than  this.  In  some  minds  there  is  an  unconfessed  doubt 
about  the  work,  from  quite  another  cause.  This  is  an  age  of 
busy  and  prolific  scholarship,  and  in  nothing  is  that  scholarship 
more  active  and  profuse  than  in  criticisms,  versions,  commenta- 
ries and  expositions  of  the  sacred  text.  Taking  up  such  a  work 
as  that  of  Lange,  which  is  only  a  type  of  many  others,  less  ex- 
tensive perhaps  in  their  range,  but  even  more  minute  and  crit- 
ical in  their  execution,  we  feel  that  it  is  not  easy  to  estimate  the 
advantages  enjoyed  by  the  multitudes  of  to-day,  as  compared 
with  even  the  favored  few,  of  one  or  two  centuries  ago.    Then, 
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tke  Bible,  without  an  added  line  to  interpret  it,  seemed  an  inex- 
pressible boon.  Now  that  same  Bible,  with  all  the  varied  lights 
which  the  most  various  learning  has  cast  upon  it,  is  scarcely  less 
accessible.  **'  Is  not  that "  (and  it  is  a  question  which  springs 
to  many  lips  in  these  days)  *'  a  very  defective  enterprise  which 
employs  itself  in  circulating  only  the  dry,  naked  text  of  a  vol- 
ume, upon  which  the  researches  of  scholarship,  and  the  ad- 
vances of  science  and  discovery,  have  shed  so  much  new  light  ? 
Is  it  doing  the  best  that  we  can  do  for  men,  to  give  them  the 
Bible  without  note  or  comment  ?  " 

To  all  such  objections,  must  it  not  be  owned  that  the  Bible 
itself  is  the  best  answer  ?  Does  it  not,  alike  by  its  inherent 
character  and  its  past  history,  vindicate  the  wisdom  of  just  such 
a  circulation  of  it,  unaccompanied  and  unencumbered  by  any 
human  criticism  or  interpretation,  as  it  is  the  province  of  this 
Society  to  accomplish  ? 

1.  I  say,  by  its  inherent  character.  For  what  is  it,  but  its 
own  best  interpreter?  ^'  Non  ni$i  ex teripturd  icripiuram  poiei 
tnterpretari"  is  a  canon  whose  enduring  authority  cannot  be 
shaken.  If  we  would  best  interpret  Scripture,  it  must  be  by 
means  of  Scripture.  And  as  if  to  set  us  upon  that  work,  how 
close  together,  in  the  elder  and  later  Testament,  do  we  find  the 
type  and  the  substance,  the  symbol  pointing  forward  to  the 
spiritual  reality,  and  the  history  shining  back  on  the  dimmer 
pages  of  prophecy !  And  when  we  come,  at  length,  into  the 
presence,  and  feel  the  magnetism  of  the  Life  of  lives,  atid  there 
look  on  One  who  was  Himself  the  world's  Light,  how  the  shad- 
ows^flee  away  from  all  that  went  before  Him,  until  Old  Testa- 
ment history  becomes  a  straight  and  clear  perspective,  all  along 
which,  watching  with  waiting,  reverent  eyes,  we  see  advancing 
the  deepening  footprints  of  a  coming  Christ ! 

The  unlettered  student  of  God's  Word  may  know  very  little 
about  its  grammar,  its  chronology,  its  antiquity,  its  geography ; 
but  there  is  a  better  key  to  its  meaning  than  any  which  these 
can  furnish,  in  the  Spirit  which  inspired  that  Word,  and  whidi 
alike  from  out  its  open  pages  and  in  the  heart  of  every  reverent 
student  waits  to  make  it  plain.  To  leave  that  out  of  account  is, 
therefore,  surely,  a  very  weak  mistake.  No  advance  in  critical 
or  exegetical  attainments  can  excuse  our  forgetting  the  fact  of 
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which  Lord  Bacon  reminds  ns,  when  he  sajs,  **  I  do  much  con- 
demn that  interpretation  of  the  Scripture,  which  is  onlj  after 
the  manner  as  men  interpret  a  profane  book ;  '*  the  fact,  namelji 
that  the  Bible  is  not  a  Literature,  but  a  Revelation. 

2.  But  not  only  is  the  inherent  character  of  the  Bible  a  vin- 
dication of  the  work  of  this  Society, — that  work  finds  its  fur- 
ther vindication  in  the  Bible's  past  history.  Who  will  ever 
fully  know  what  a  power  it  has  been  in  human  hearts,  not  only 
as  a  disclosure  of  Christ  and  his  salvation,  but  also  as  an  in- 
spired record  of  human  experience !  What  key  of  joy  or  woe, 
of  shame  or  triumph,  of  hope  or  dread  and  grief,  b  not  touched 
in  some  one  of  those  incomparable  portraitures  of  the  elder  or 
later  Testaments  ?  Such  stories  as  that  of  Joseph  and  his 
brethren,  of  Saul  and  David,  of  Elijah,  of  Daniel,  of  Naaman, 
of  Gehazi,  of  Nicodemus,  of  Peter,  of  Judas,  of  Thomas  ;  how 
do  they  open  the  human  heart  to  itself,  and  warn  and  teach  us 
as  can  nothing  else.  And  to  the  convincing  power  of  that 
teaching,  every  new  day  that  dawns  brings  fresher  and  fuller 
testimony.  Whether  on  some  western  frontier  or  in  some  east- 
ern jungle,  or  here  right  about  us,  in  some  home  of  sorrow  and 
penury  in  our  midst,  there  are  not  wanting  many  witnesses  to 
tell  how  this  Book  has  come  to  them,  how  it  has  spoken  to  their 
hearts,  and  how,  alike  as  a  record  of  Christ's  work  and  words, 
and  also  of  other  men's  experience  amid  life's  ^'  heady  currents," 
it  has  touched  and  quickened  and  enriched  them  I 

Pausing  at  the  door  of  a  peasant's  cottage  in  Southern  Italy, 
a  friend  of  mine,  (as  he  told  me,  not  long  ago,)  craved  of  its 
inmates  some  slight  refreshment.  Afler  having  had  set  before 
him  the  best  that  the  house  afforded,  the  visitor  said,  as  he  rose 
to  go,  pained  by  the  many  signs  of  extreme  want  which  greeted 
his  eyes,  and  seeking  some  excuse  for  a  more  than  usually 
liberal  compensation  for  his  refreshment,  '^  I  fear  you  must  be 
very  poor."  "Nay,"  was  the  answer  of  the  mother  of  the 
household,  (who  had  recognized  him  as  an  American,)  as  she 
turned  and  drew  from  its  hiding  place  a  copy  of  the  Bible, 
issued  in  the  Italian  tongue,  by  our  American  Bible  Society, 
and  concealed  between  the  matrasses  of  the  bed,  for  fear  of  the 
scrutiny  of  the  priests,  "  Nay,  signer,  not  poor  while  we  have 
Mi  treasure ! " 
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Do  such  witnesses  to  the  work  which  gathers  us  to-daj,  stand 
single  and  alone  ?  How  well  we  know  that  all  the  past  of  this 
Society,  in  its  efforts  to  give  to  men  the  Bible,  is  compassed 
about  with  a  great  cloud  of  companion  testimonies  I 

And  shall  such  a  work  have  only  our  timid  and  doubting 
sympathy  ?  God  forbid !  What  it  rather  wants,  is  a  more  gen- 
erous and  discriminating  enthusiasm,  eager  to  seize  upon  every 
helping  instrument,  and  to  advance  with  swifter  feet  to  every 
open  door,  that  so  — 

'*  Armed  with  His  Word,  a  dauntless  host, 
Bold  to  attack  the  rule  of  ancient  wrong, 
His  people  shall  the  Earth  for  Christ  reclaim. 
To  be  His  Kingdom  and  to  know  His  Name  !  " 


ADDRESS  OF  REV.  ANDREW  P.  PEABODY,  D.  D. 

Mr.  President: 

My  friend  has  spoken  to  you  of  the  inexpediency  of  circula- 
ting more  than  the  Bible,  by  agencies  like  those  by  which  the 
Bible  is  now  circulated  ;  I  would  speak  of  the  inexpediency  of 
circulating  le$s.  I  have  been  moved  a  good  deal  by  hearing  ob- 
jections made  in  some  quarters  to  the  circulation  of  the  entire 
Bible  by  our  American  missionaries.  It  has  been  said  that  very 
great  evils  are  introduced  by  the  too  free  and  liberal  sowing  of 
the  Word  of  God  in  benighted  regions.  I  want  to  maintain 
that  the  entire  Scriptures,  in  every  language  in  which  they  can 
be  circulated,  is  a  work  which  we  should  put  into  the  hands  of 
every  human  being.  It  is  said,  to  be  sure,  that  there  are  large 
portions  of  the  Old  Testament  and  some  portions  of  the  New, 
which  those  into  whose  hands  our  charity  may  put  the  holy 
book  cannot  understand ;  and  I  rejoice  that  it  is  so.  I  rejoice 
that  we  have  a  record  of  revelation  that  demands  study,  and  a 
life-long  study.  It  is  one  of  the  marks  of  the  Divine  inspira- 
tion which  fills  this  book,  that  its  study  demands,  and  crowns, 
and  exceeds  a  life-time.  If  I  had  my  life  to  live  over  again,  I 
would  be  willing  to  devote  the  solid  portion  of  my  days  to  the 
study  of  St.  Paul's  Epistles.  I  should  feel  that  in  these 
alone  there  was  work  enough  and  joy  enough  for  a  life-long 
scholarship. 
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With  reference  to  the  less  easily  anderstood  portions  of  the 
Scriptures,  should  it  not  he  our  aim  to  place  before  the  man  or 
woman  who  becomes  sincerely  interested  in  the  Divine  Word, 
objects  of  sacred  curiosity,  a  field  for  research,  that  wherein  one 
may  grow  day  by  day  and  year  by  year  ?  And  let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  as  the  sweetest  pastures  are  found  among  the  rocks, 
so  among  those  crags  and  cliffs  in  which  is  the  hiding  of  the 
Divine  wisdom,  among  the  crudest  and  least  intelligible  portions 
of  the  Divine  Word,  are  found  scattered  those  sweet  and  precious 
sentences  on  which  the  devout  feed,  and  which  have  been  the 
greatest  of  boons  to  generation  after  generation  of  the  saints.  One 
of  the  surest  tokens  to  my  mind  of  the  Divine  inspiration  of 
this  book  is  the  fact,  that  strewn  all  over  it  are  these  passages  of 
concentrated,  condensed  power,  in  which  the  sacred  writers  put 
into  half  a  dozen  words  what  would  be  weakly  expressed  in  half 
a  dozen  pages  or  chapters.  How  many  of  these  single  sayings, 
of  these  brief  sentences,  are  there,  which  are  of  inestimable 
worth !  How  many  are  there  on  which  men  have  been  sus- 
tained in  times  of  intense  trial,  in  severe  sorrow,  in  wasting 
illness,  in  approaching  dissolution  !  I  love  to  think  of  the  expe- 
rience of  a  good  man,  who  died  many  years  ago — whose  features 
live  still  in  my  memory — who  was  severely  ill  for  many  weeks, 
then  partially  convalescent,  then  sank  to  rise  no  more.  During 
his  convalescence,  he  said,  '^  I  for  several  weeks  was  so  feeble 
'that  I  could  not  think  of  anything ;  I  could  not  command  my 
own  mind  ;  I  had  to  resign,  one  after  another,  every  exercise  of 
my  mental  faculties,  until  at  last  I  could  only  say  over  to  myself, 
'  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners ; '  and  on 
that  I  lived,  when  I  could  think  of  nothing  else."  How  many 
of  these  precious  thoughts  are  there  in  the  Divine  Word  I  And 
shall  we  deprive  the  poor  man,  the  converted  Pagan,  of  one  of 
them  ?  Shall  we  deprive  him  of  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of 
seeking  them  out  for  himself,  and  lighting,  by  the  instinct  of  his 
own  soul,  of  his  own  peculiar  affinities,  upon  those  which  will 
be  most  precious  to  him  individually  ? 

The  Old  Testament  receives,  in  our  time,  I  apprehend,  less 
attention  than  it  did  in  former  generations, — is  made  less  avail- 
ing for  counsel,  reproof,  correction,  and  instruction  in  righteous- 
ness.    But  it  is  no  less  availing ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
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odIj  in  oor  own  minds  attain  a  more  joat  atnae  of  the  infinita 
magnitude  and  worth  of  the  Christian  aalvatioii,  and  enable 
those  who  are  the  objects  of  oor  religioos  charity  to  attain  a 
profoander  sense  of  Christ  and  His  Gospel,  in  all  their  blessed- 
ness, when  we  accostom  ourselves,  and  teach  them,  to  trace  hnA 
the  Gospel  to  its  dawn ;  to  look  upon  it  as  Grod's  dispensattoo  of 
mercj,  from  the  very  beginning  of  man's  degradation  and  sin  ; 
to  behold  the  light  gradually  breaking,  growing  brighter  and 
brighter  from  age  to  age,  until  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  waited 
for,  prepared  for,  longed  for,  by  the  antecedent  ages,  at  length 
rises  over  the  world,  with  healing  in  his  beams. 

As  for  the  Old  Testament,  I  more  and  more  feel  the  divinity 
of  that  marvelous  compilation  of  books ;  and  with  every  fresh 
assault  of  skepticism,  the  sense  of  its  divinity  grows  upon  ma. 
I  know  that  there  are  difficulties  connected  with  it ;  and  it  would 
be  strange  if  there  were  none.  There  are  undoubtedly  fitnesses 
which  we  have  lost  the  meaus  of  tracing ;  adaptations  to  an 
earlier  culture  which  we  cannot  understand ;  iaeutuB  which  we 
are  not  able  to  supply.  But  there  are  positive  arguments  which 
canuot  be  gainsaid.  There  are  affirmatives  which  do  not  admit 
of  a  negative.  Take  the  one  thought  of  the  sublime  theology 
with  which  the  Old  Testament  opens  :  **  In  the  beginning,  Grod 
created  the  heavens  and  the  earth."  This  exclusive  Monothe- 
ism is  the  sole  theology  of  these  books,  from  Moses  to  MalachL 
Through  the  whole  series,  patriarchs,  prophets,  psalmists,  ex- 
pound the  truth  with  a  sublimity  and  a  tenderness  that  cannot 
be  surpassed  or  equalled ;  so  that  the  profoundest  adoration 
may  find  expression  in  the  words  of  these  books,  and  the 
warmest  love  equally, — so  that  we  feel  that  there  was  no  inade- 
quacy, but  only  perfect  fitness,  when  the  Saviour  himself,  on  the 
eve  of  his  crucifixion,  joined  in  singiug  the  Paschal  psalms. 

Whence  came  this  theology  ?  The  Jews  were  not  a  people 
among  whom  it  could  have  sprung  up.  They  were  never,  hu- 
manly speaking,  a  very  enlightened  people.  The  Word  of  God 
was  their  light,  but  they  were  out  of  the  line  of  all  high  cul- 
ture ;  they  had  only  rude  and  barbaric  art ;  they  never  attained 
a  very  commanding  place  among  the  nations.  Why  did  not  this 
light  spring  up,  if  it  was  spontaneous,  among  the  advanced  and 
cultivated  nations  ?    There  was  Egypt,  her  art  even  now  fresh 
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as  when  her  works  were  first  wrought ;  her  lost  arts  the  admi^ 
ration  and  the  envy  of  our  enlightened  century ;  her  soil  the 
Mecca  for  ages  of  the  learned  and  curious  from  all  other  lands  ;— 
and  yet  her  worship  was  given  to  the  most  revolting,  nauseous 
objects, — a  worship  too  vile  for  record.  There  was  Greece,  for^ 
most  in  all  human  culture  ;  to  this  day,  the  world's  mistress  in  art 
and  poetry ; — ^her  Pantheon  a  very  Pandemonium ;  her  gods  de- 
praved far  beyond  the  measure  of  human  depravity ;  her  philoso- 
phers, unable  to  receive  that  foul  Polytheism,  some  of  them  lapsing 
into  Atheism,— others  rising,  as  they  thought,  into  Pantheism,— 
the  greatest  of  them  almost  reaching  a  pure  Monotheism,  and 
yet  not  quite  able  to  detach  the  idea  of  the  Creator  from  the 
things  created.  But  here  is  this  simple  Monotheism,  recognized 
in  the  oldest  book  extant ;  and  in  the  texts  of  that  book  which 
lay  in  the  memory  of  every  Hebrew  child,  and  in  the  least 
canticle  that  was  sung  in  the  Hebrew  worship,  there  was  im- 
measurably more  of  religious  wisdom  than  all  Egypt  and  all 
Greece  possessed ;  and  Plato  would  have  rejoiced  to  have  sat 
at  the  feet  of  the  humblest  Jewish  child.  Now,  whence  came 
this?  When  I  consider  the  crossing  of  cause  and  effect, 
humanly  speaking,  when  I  see  light  where  I  should  look  for  dark- 
ness, and  darkness  where  light  would  have  been  expected,  I  can 
refer  it  only  to  the  Divine  inspiration.  When  I  read  the  twenty- 
third  Psalm,  and  remember  who  David  was,  consider  the  bar- 
barous manners  of  his  court  and  the  savage  condition  of  his  times, 
and  call  to  mind  the  particulars  of  his  history,  I  feel  that  I  am 
in  the  presence  of  a  miracle,  as  truly  as  if  I  had  stood  by  the 
sepulchre  in  Bethany  when  the  Lord  called  Lazarus  from  the 
grave.  I  know  that  that  old  savage  King  was  no  more  capable, 
without  Divine  inspiration,  of  writing  the  twenty-third  Psalm, 
than  Lazarus  was  of  rising  by  his  own  might  from  his  four  days* 
death-slumber. 

The  morality  of  the  Old  Testament  strikes  me  very  similarly 
as  unaccountable  on  any  other  hypothesis.  There  is  the  Deca- 
logue,— a  perfect  summary  of  duty,  G^d-ward,  man-ward,  self- 
ward, — a  compend,  to  be  sure,  evidently  designed  to  be  kept  in 
the  memory,  and  therefore  not  going  into  details ;  but  a  com- 
pend to  which  you  can  add  nothing,  and  certainly  from  which 
you  can  take  nothing,  and  which  our  Saviour  himself  repeatedly 
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confirmed  as  an  adequate  syoopsis  of  the  Divine  law.  Shall 
I  believe  that  a  horde  of  fugitive  slaves,  just  escaped  from 
Egyptian  bondage,  and  who  about  that  same  time  were 
dancing  round  a  golden  calf  in  mad  and  senseless  worship 
made  that  compend, — that  the  Decalogue  came  from  them  ?  or 
shall  I  believe  what  the  record  says,  that  God  spake  all  these 
words  ?  I  have  no  alternative.  To  be  sure,  the  record  says 
%at  God  spake  these  words  in  connection  with  a  visible  mani- 
festation of  power  and  glory  such  as  will  not  be  witnessed  again 
until  the  heavens  shall  be  rolled  together  as  a  scroll ;  but  little 
as  I  can  take  into  my  imagination  that  stupendous  &cene,  I  can 
immeasurably  more  easily  take  it  into  my  belief  than  I  can  sep* 
arate  the  Divine  inspiration,  the  very  voice  of  Grod,  fr^m  the 
Decalogue. 

And  did  it  never  occur  to  you  that  a  similar  argument  applies 
to  the  humane  precepts  in  the  Pentateuch  ?  Moses  was  a  stem, 
irascible,  austere,  vindictive  man  ;  and  yet,  through  Moses,  and, 
as  Moses  says,  from  God,  came  the  most  beautiful  precepts  of 
humanity  ever  written.  Such  precepts  were  never  embodied  in 
the  Jewish  character, — the  Hebrews  never  originated  them ;  bat 
they  are  precisely  such  precepts  as  we  can  conceive  to  have 
fallen  from  the  Saviour's  lips,  and  as  being  embodied  in  the  lives 
of  those  whose  hearts  are  in  closest  sympathy  with  the  Saviour's 
heart.  '^  If  thy  brother  be  waxen  poor,  and  fallen  in  decay  with 
thee,  then  thou  shalt  relieve  him  ;  yea,  though  he  be  a  stranger 
or  a  sojourner;  that  he  may  live  with  thee.  Take  thou  no 
usury  of  him,  or  increase."  ^'  If  thou  at  all  take  thy  neighbor's 
raiment  to  pledge,  thou  shalt  deliver  it  unto  him  by  that  the  sun 
goeth  down."  ^^  Thou  shalt  not  oppress  an  hired  servant  that 
is  poor  and  needy,  whether  he  be  of  thy  brethren  or  of  thy 
strangers  that  are  in  thy  land  within  thy  gates.  At  his  day, 
thou  shalt  give  him  his  hire,  neither  shall  the  sun  go  down  upon 
it;  for  he  is  poor,  and  setteth  his  heart  upon  it,  lest  he  cry 
against  thee  unto  the  Lord,  and  it  be  sin  unto  thee."  '*  If  a 
stranger  sojourn  with  thee  in  your  land,  ye  shall  not  vex  him. 
But  the  stranger  that  dwelleth  with  you  shall  be  unto  you  as  one 
bom  among  you,  and  thou  shalt  love  him  as  thyself ;  for  ye 
know  the  heart  of  a  stranger,  seeing  ye  were  strangers  in  the 
land  of  Egypt." 
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I  might  go  on  and  enumerate  many  of  these  precepts,  which 
I  know  never  came  from  the  heart  of  Moses  or  of  the  Hebrew 
people, — which  show  their  Divine  origin,  tell  us  whence  they 
came,  and  bid  us  hold  precious  for  ourselves,  and  make  precious 
to  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth,  to  every  human  being  whom 
our  charity  can  reach,  the  Book  in  which  they  are  found.  Tes, 
let  us  go  with  the  whoU  Book^  and  sow  beside  all  waters,  and 
believe  that,  thus  sowing,  there  will  be  a  rich  and  blessed  har- 
•vest. 

I  do  believe  that  on  this  charity  of  ours  depends  every  other 
Christian  charity ;  and  at  the  same  time,  I  feel  that  this  invites 
the  co-operation  of  every  other  form  of  Christian  charity.  Do 
you  say,  that  the  darker  portions  of  the  Bible  need  that  some 
one  should  explain,  should  teach  ?  Granted.  Send  your  mis- 
sionaries. And  if  sending  the  Bible  makes  you  feel  the  more 
need  of  sending  missionaries  with  it,  the  more  the  better.  Send 
the  Bible,  and  send  faithful  men,  who  shall  go  in  the  spirit 
and  power  of  the  Bible,  to  interpret,  enforce  and  apply  its 
teachings. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  then  accepted,  and  the 
public  services  were  closed  by  a  doxology,  and  the  benedic- 
tion by  Rev.  Dr.  Peabody. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  speakers  for  their  Addresses, 
and  a  copy  of  the  same  requested  for  publication,  when  the 
Society  adjourned. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 
PREVIOUS  TO  ITS  INCORPORATION. 

July  13,  1809. — The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  bj  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  snpplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  {purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifly  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and.  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  •  of  the  Constitution^  the 
Trustees  petitioned-  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OP  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWEALTH  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Ten.    An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Maasachusettt. 

Whereas,  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together  with 
many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed  themselves 
into  a  Society  for  the  parpose  of  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  contri- 
bution, to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  for  distribu- 
tion among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State  and  elsewhere, 
who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  con- 
veniently supplied  without  the  aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order 
that  the  pious  and  laudable  objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively 
diffused,  they  have,  by  their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. 

Sec.  1.  Be  U  therefore  enacUd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentO' 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  author&y  of  the  same.  That 
William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.»  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James  Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet 
Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bald- 
win, D.  D.,  the  Hon.  William  Drown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon. 
Isaac  Parker,  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd, 
Esq.,  Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together  with 
those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  associate  with  them 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  incorporated  into 
a  Society,  by  the  uame  of  The  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  William  Phillips,  and 
others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain  a  body 
corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  may  have  a  seal  which  they  may  alter  at  pleasure  ;  and 
the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and  receiving  from  any 
persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  purposes  of  this  institution  any 
grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise, 
and  donations,  bequests,  and  subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property^ 
to  be  used  and  improved  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
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Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Thni  the  said  Corporation  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  bold  any  real  estate  other 
than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid,  provided  the  value  of  the 
whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Society  may  sue  and  be 
sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint  an  agent  or  agents 
to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of  substitution. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may  choose  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  Trustees,  and  such 
other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may  make  and  establish  such 
rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary ;  provided  the 
same  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  or  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Sec  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  William  Phillips,  Esq.,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  the  first  meeting 
of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said  Society  may  appoint  the 
time  and  place  of  their  annual  and  other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of 
notifying  the  same :  may  choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe 
their  duty,  and  may  vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may 
be  determined  by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such 
powers,  conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. — Approved  by  the  Gavemor,  February  15,  1810. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Sixty-five.    An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows : 

Sec  1.  The  Corporation  heretofore  established  by  the  name  of 
The  Bible  Society  or  Massachusetts,  shall  hereafter  be  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  and  by  that 
name  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  its  rights  and  privileges  and  be 
subject  to  all  its  liabilities  and  obligations  to  the  same  extent  as  if  its 
name  had  not  been  changed. 

Sec  2.  The  said  Society  may  publish,  procure,  purchase,  circu- 
late and  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  any  other  than  the  Eng- 
lish language,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  they  are 
now  authorized  by  law  to  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  aty  thing 
in  the  Act  incorporating  the  said  Society  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.— Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  27,  18()5. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  "  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  fl. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
80  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    v. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  fourteen 
Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secre* 
tary,  Treasurer,  and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
taries and  Treasurer,  shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the 
recording  officer  of  that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporntion  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  af\er  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository. 

ARTICLE   XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
fiinds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them  ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  tipies  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository,  annually,  the  value  of  one  dollar  in  Bibles 
and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order  ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


BY   THE  PAYMENT   OF   TWENTY   DOLLARS   AND   UPWARDS. 
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AbbOf  R«T.  Frederick  R.,  Jthington, 
Ahlie,  Mm.  Frederick  R.         ** 
Abbott,  Kav.  Jacob  J.,    Tarmt.uthj  Me. 
Aborn,  John  6.,  South  Reading. 
Adams,  Blizabeth  W.,  Derry,  JV.  H, 
Adams,  John  Clark,  Hfpkinton. 
*Adami,  John  Quincy,  Qitiiicy. 
Adams,  Nehemiah,  D.  O.,  Boston. 
Adums,  Stephen,  ffeot  Medway. 
Adkins,  Miss  Mary  J.,  South  Deetjleld. 
*Albree,  John,  Boston. 
*Albro,  John  A.,  0.  O.,  Cambridgs. 
Albro,  MrA.  Elizabeth  S. 
Albro,  MiM  Annie  E. 
Alden,  Almira  S.  C,  Foxboro'. 
Alden,  Russell,  Campello, 
Alden,  Miss  Sarah  B.,  Rmndolph. 
Alden,  Miss  Susan,  ** 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  Mary  B.,  Wsstboro*. 
Allen,  Rev.  Nathaniel  G.,  Wrentham. 
Allen,  Richard  M.,  Bmintres. 
Amen,  James  8  ,  ffaverhiU. 
Andrews,  Artemas  F.,  Fitchburg. 
Andrews,  C.  L.,  Boston- 
Andrews,  Stephen,  OUmeester. 
Andrews,  W.  T.,  Boston. 
Andrews,  Thomas  E.,  HoUistvn. 
'Andrews,  Walter  H.,  TVhitinsville. 
*Appleton,  Samuel,  Boston. 
♦Appleton,  William,    ** 
Archibald,  Edward,  Methutn. 
Armes,  Miss  (^'lara  A.,  Campello. 
Atwnod,  Mrs.  Abby,  Chatham. 

Atwood,  Mrs.  Eliz.iheth  M.,        ** 
Atwood,  John  W.,  A*ort4  Bridgewater. 
Rabcock,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Boston. 
Babcock,  Rev.  William  R.,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Babson,  Miss  Maria  R.,  Oloueester. 
Bachelor,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  WhiUMvWs. 
Bncon,  Jacob,  Qloutester. 
Eacon,  Rev.  James  M.,  Essex. 
Bncon,  Joseph  N.,  AVioton. 
Backus,  Rev.  Joseph  W.,  Thomastttn^  Ct. 
Baker,  Mrs.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  Dorchester. 
Baker,  Francis,  South  Danvsra. 
Baldwin^  Mist  Josephine  L.,  LyiM. 


Ball,  Miss  Elizabeth,  Concord. 

Barber,  Martin,  Sherbom. 

Barber,  Sally  C,       " 

Barbour,  Rev.  William  M.,  South  Danvtra. 

Barbour,  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  " 

*Bardwell,  Lieut.  Charles  S.,  Whately. 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brighton. 

Barnard,  William  F.,  Marlboro.'^ 

•Barnes,  William,  " 

Barnes,  Zilpah,  Henniker^  JV.  H. 

Barrett,  Nathan  il.,  Coiuord. 

Barrett,  Misa  Rebecca  M.        ** 

Bartlett,  Mrs.  Eleanor  C,  Plymouth. 

Bartlett,  Thomas,  Boston. 

Bassott,  Henry,  Newton. 

Bassett,  Mrs.  Lueretia  C,  CharUmont. 

Batchelder,  John  M.,  HMiston. 

Bntchelor,  Stephen  F.,  fFhilinovUle. 

*Bayley,  Robert,  ^ewburyport. 

Bttal,  Alexander,  Boston, 

Beal,  Mrs.  Louisa,  Cohaaset. 

Bfrais,  Isaac  N.,  Campello.    « 

*Beane,  Rev.  Samuel,  M'orton. 

Bearse,  Miss  Olive  H.,  CentreviOe. 

Becbe,  James  M., 

Beebe,  Mrs.  Jsmcs  M. 

*Beebe,  Charles  E. 

Bocbc,  Frincei*  L. 

Beebe,  Edward  P. 

Kocbe,  Emily  B. 

Beebe,  Mary  L. 

Beecher,  liev.  William  H.,  JVo.  Brookfleld. 

Bolden,  Mrs.  Marianne  P.,  Wkately. 

Belknap,  Miss  Martha  M.,  Framingham. 

Benson,  Frederiek  A.,  Jieutton. 

Bltinchard,  Miss  Frances  C,  Qroton. 

Bliss,  Rev.  Charles  R.,  South  Reading. 

BlisM,  Mrs.  Charles  R.  "< 

Blod^ett,  Benjamin  C,  Jfewton. 

Blodgett,  Simeon,  South  Deorfield. 

Uiood,  Cyrus  W.,  IVinchesttr. 

Blood,  Lyman,  Oroton. 

Bod  well.  Rev.  Joseph  C,  Hartford,  Conn, 

Bodwell,  Mrs.  Catharinei 

^fiond,  George,  Bootom. 

Bowera,  Luke  K.  •* 
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Bowera,  Mn.  Cara  H.,  Bogtom. 

*Braekett,  James,  Qtuney. 

Brackett,  LemiMl,     " 

*Braman,  R«t.  Isaac,  OeorgeUwtt. 

Brant,  Aaron,  Seutk  Reading. 

Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  Raymkam. 

Brewer,  Cyras,  Doreke§ter. 

Brewer,  Mrs.  C  F.,  Boston. 

Brewer,  John  R.  ** 

Briekett,  Franklin,  Huvtrhill. 

Briggs,  Miss  Catharine  Clark,   Wtnham. 

Briggs,  Rer.  William  T.,  East  Douglas. 

^"gS»j  ^Irs.  Abby  L.,  ** 

*Brom6eld,  Elisabeth,  Besteii. 

•Brooks,  Peter  C.  »* 

Brooks,  Peter  C.  *< 

Brown,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.     •* 

Brown,  Joseph,  Orotan. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Mary  O.,  I/averhiU, 

Bucklin,  Simon  8.,  Brookline, 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  C.  F.,  PlatUburgk,  If.  T. 

Burge,  Lorenso,  Boston. 

hurt  J  Charles  C,  Jiubumdals. 

Burrnge,  J.  C,  Boston. 

Burrill,  Henry,  Jr.,  East  Jibington. 

Bush,  Henry  J.,  Westjisld. 

Bushby,  Sophia  W.,  Sontk  Danvers. 

Batler,  Ray.  Daniel,  Boston. 

Uutlcr,  Mrs.  Jane  D.      " 

Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  jSrlutgUm.. 

Cady,  Mrs.  Harriet  8.  *• 

Caldwell/lfteT.  W  £.,  Hyaimis 

Capen,  Mrs.  Charles,  FramingkoM. 

Capion,  William  C,  Uibridgs. 

Carleton,  George  H.,  Havsrhill. 

Carpenter,  ReT.  Carlos  C,  Brooklins. 

Carpenter,  Catharine  EL,  Foxboro\ 

Carpenter,  Daniel, 

Carpenter,  Eldaun, 

Carr,  John  C,  fVest  ^twbury. 

Carrier,  Rev.  Augustus  H.,  Anhtmdals. 

Carter,  Edward,  .^fiu/oeer. 

Cary,  George  C,  JV.  Bridgewatsr. 

Cary,  Mrs.  Mary  D  ,  Fozboro'. 

Case,  Mrs.  Mary  Olivo,  Brookiyn^  JV.  T. 

Charoberlin,  John,  H'kUijtsville. 

Chandler,  Miss  Franees  E.,  Andover. 

Chandler,  H.  H.,  CkarUstmsn. 

Chapin,  Caleb  T.,  Ifvrthbi>ro\ 

Chnpin,  Josiah  L.,  Lawrence. 

Chapman,  George  H.,  fVinekester. 

Chase,  Ann  Maria,  Haverhill. 

Chase,  Charles  W.,        «* 

Chase,  David  B.^  HhitinsvUU. 

Chato,  George  S.,  JlaverkilL 

Chase,  Hesekiah,  Lfnn. 

Chase,  Bobert,  HavtrkUl. 

Cheover  Ira,  Chelsea. 
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Child,  Mis*  Airoa  O.,  SpHng/U-id. 

Child,  George  H.,  Spring/UU,  O. 

Child,  Miss  Lucy,  Tkstfsrdt  VU 

Childs,  Carlos,  Hennikar,  If.  H. 

Childs,  Horace,  ^ 

Choate,  David,  M.  D.,  Soica. 

*Clap,  James,  Dorcksstsr, 

Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Bastan. 

Clapp,  James  B.  *' 

Clapp,  John  C.  ** 

Clapp,  Samuel,  Pozhorongk. 

Clark,  Rev.  Edward  L.,  M\m  Hsnen^  CL 

Clark,  Elbridge,  East  Medway. 

Clark,  George,  Concord, 

Clark,  Janies  G.,  jSndowsr. 

Clark,  John  L.,     " 

Clark,  Jonathan,  Winehastsr. 

Clark,  Rev.  Joseph  B.,  Yarmamih. 

Clark,  Rev.  L.  F.,     ffkiUmsviUa. 

Clark,  Mrs.  Miranda  D.,  Boslmn. 

Clark,  Miss  Nelly,  Skerbom. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.,  fVinekastsr. 

Clark,  Rev.  P.  K.,  f^est  Springfidd. 

Clurk,  Rowse  R.,  fTkitinsviUa. 

Clark,  Rufus  W.,  D.  D.,  Jllkanf,  Jf.  T. 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Adelisa  H.,  Jlfedwiqf. 

Claike,  Rev.  Dorus,  fFaltham. 

Clarke,  Francis,  HaverkiU. 

Clarke,  George  E.,  Falwumtk. 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Sarah  L.,  Boston. 

Clary,  Mrs.  8.  &,  Wareham. 

Ctoavoland,  Waldo,  Somtk  Da^rJUU, 

Clifford,  Wyatt  B.,  Ckatkam. 

Clough,  John  K.,  Cambridgg. 

Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  JVfi0t4»n  C^mtr. 

Cobb,  Jacob,  Jilnngton. 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Mcriden^  Jf.  H. 

•Cobb,  Richard,  Boston. 

*Codman,  Charlee  R.  ** 

Cod  man,  Mrs.  (Catharine,  ** 

Coggin,  ReT.  William  8.,  Boxford. 

Colby,  Albert,  Boston. 

Colby,  Barak,  Henniker^  JV.  B. 

Coin,  Asa,  fFest  Medway. 

Cule,  Miss  Ella  A.,  Msdvaf. 

Cule,  John  A.,  ** 

Conant,  Charles  E.,  fVinjcksattr, 

Conn,  Horace,  f¥obum. 

Cook,  Asa,  JV«ieUm« 

Cook,  Mrs.  Maria  R.,  Uxbridga. 

Cook,  J.  Sollivan,  fVkitinsviUa. 

Cooley,  Mrs.  Olive  F  ,  Ckarlewuml. 

Coolidge,  Rev.  Amos  H.,  Lsieeotor. 

Coolidge,  Joseph,  Boston. 

Coolidge,  Lowell,     Sksrbomm 

Coolidge,  Mrs.  Catharine,  ** 

Copp,  Joseph  A.,  D.  D.,  Ckeloam, 

Copp,  Mn.  Fedora  F.       ** 
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Cordley,  Mn.  Lydia  O.,  Lmtemet. 

CooMDf,  Bettlah  F.,  JVtietoii  Ctntr§» 

Cowdrey,  Robert,  JVinGh§Her. 

Crafts,  Mrs.  Sarah  P.,  ^r$wton. 

Crawford,  Ellen  A.,  Barr§, 

CrittendoD,  Min  Rebeca  8^  CharltwumU 

Crittenden,  Simeon,  ** 

Crockett,  Mra.  Elisa,  HavtrhW, 

Croaby,  Mrs.  Eleanor  L.,  Ctntr§nU§, 

i  7ro*by,  Jamef,  BogUtu, 

Croeby,  Mrt.  Rebecca,    <* 

Croickshanks,  Mn.  Anna  M.,  Sjpnutr. 

Croickflhanks,  MIm  Mary,  <* 

Craikshankt,  George,  St.  Jakfubwryf  Ft, 

Cumroinf*,  Charlei,  Harvard. 

Currier,  Rev.  Albert  H.,  Lynn. 

Curtb,  Abner,  East  Jibingfn. 

Cushman,  George  H.,  JVbrtA  Bridg$wattr. 

Cuihman,  Mrs.  Rachel  B.  ** 

Cttihman,  Joseph  L,  JVew  BrainlrM. 

Cutter,  Stephen,  Winchester. 

Cutter,  Stephen  H.        ** 

Dakin,  Thomas  L.,  Sudbury, 

Damon,  Alburt  P.,  Reading. 

Damon,  Mrs.  Edward  C,  Concord, 

*Oana,  Samuel,  Boatsn. 

Dana,  Charles  B.,  Brooklinc 

Dane,  John  H.  ** 

Daniel!,  Mrs.  Elisa  B.,  East  Medutay, 

Daniell,  Otis,  Boston. 

Daniels,  Elijah  B.,  East  Modvay, 

Daniels,  Mrs.  &lariam  W.  ** 

Davis,  Alfred  N.,  A*.  Wilmington. 

Davis,  Alvah  M.,  Haverhill. 

Davis,  James,  Boston. 

Davis,  John,  Methuen, 

Davis,  John,  SomervUle. 

Davis,  Lydia  K.,  Dunstable. 

Davis,  Miss  Mary  H.,  Omctird. 

Davis,  Rev.  Perley  B.,  J/yde  Park, 

Davis,  Thaddeus  Uriah,  Dunstable, 

Davison,  Georgo  W.,  H'hifinaville. 

Dawes,  Rev.  Ebeneser,  Dighton, 

Day,  Robert  I^,  JVeKtoM. 

Dean,  Min  AbbieT.,  Foxboro\ 

Den  ham,  Rev.  George,  Chelsea. 

Donham,  Mrs.  Clara  D.    ** 

Dickerman,  Rov.  Lysander,  Weymouik. 

Dickson,  Oliver,  SomerviUe. 

Dickson,  Mrs.  Sarah  EL,  SomerviUe. 

Djz,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Boaton. 

Dix,  Samuel  F.,  Aeioton. 

Dodd,  Rev.  Stephen  G.,  MiddUboro*. 

Dodge,  Rev.  John,  Middltjltld. 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Ann  S.      " 

Dodge,  Mrs.  J.  M.  C,  Jindover. 

Dogfott,  Rev.  Thos.,  Jfiagara  FalUf  JV*.  T, 

Doggett,  Mrs.  Fiaaeaa  L. 
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Doggott,  William,  Jfiagara  FaUa,  AT.  Y. 

*Donr,  John,  Boston. 

Dorr,  Samuel,    ** 

*Dow,Josiah,    " 

*Dowse,  Edward,  Dedkam. 

*Dowse,  Elizabeth  R.  L.,  Skerhorn, 

Dudley,  P.  W.,  WhUinsviUe. 

Dudley,  Mra.  Sarah  A.      *« 

Dunham,  Charles  U.,  fVinehestsr. 

Dunham,  Mrs.  Mary  L.,         ** 

Dunlap,  Sumoer,  South  DeerJUld. 

Dunton,  Hiram  P.,  Spencer, 

Dunn,  Edward  H.,  Boston. 

Durgin,  James,  West  ^evbury, 

Dutch,  Elisabeth,  Boston. 

Dyer,  Rev.  EL  Porter,  &pmervUle, 

Dyer,  Mrs.  Maria  0.,  OUmcestsr. 

ESager,  William,  Boston. 

Eames,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Sherborn, 

Eiames,  Warren,  Wilmington, 

E^stburn,  Rt.  Rev.  Manton,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Ehton,  Mrs.  Ann  E.,  South  Reading, 

Eaton,  Ebeo,  Framingham, 

Eaton,  .Miss  Martha  W.,  Fitckburg. 

Eaton,  William,  Boston. 

Eaton,  William  J.,  Westboro\ 

EUdy,  Joshua,  East  MiddUboro'*. 

Edwards,  Mrs.  Frances  S.,  Dedkam. 

Edwards,  Frederick  B.,  Jf.  Cktlmsford, 

Edwards,  Maria  F.  " 

Edwards,  Nathan  B.  *< 

Edwards,  Nathan  F. 

Edwards,  Sibyl  R. 

Edwards,  Victor  E.  « 

Eldred,  Lorenxo,  Falmoutk. 

*Eliot,  Samuel,  Bonton. 

*Eliot,  Samuel  A.   " 

Ellis,  Willurd  K.,  E.  MUway. 

Ells,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  W.,  Oberlin,  O. 

*Elwell,  Robert,  Boston. 

Emerson,  Miss  Ellen  T.,  Concord. 

Emonon,  Jacob,  Jr.,  Metkuen. 

Emerson,  Mrs.  Jacob,      ** 

Emerson,  R.  V.  C,  M'eieton. 

Emery,  Mrs.  Harriet,  ^Tortk  Weymoutk. 

Emery,  Mrs.  Mary,  Ckatkam. 

Emery,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  ^ewburyport, 

*Everett,  Eklward,  Boaton. 

•Fairbanks,  Stephen,  ** 

*Famsworth,  Mrs.  Abel,  Oroton. 

Farr,  Alba  A.,  Metkuen. 

Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  Cambridge. 

Fay,  Cyrus,  Westboro\ 

Fay.  Josiah  C,  Hopkinton. 

Fayerweather,  Mrs.  S.  A.,  Westboro\ 

Fearing,  Albeit,        Boston. 

Fearing,  Mrs.  Albert,     ** 

Field,  John  W.,  *• 
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*,  Mti.  Elliitelh  W.,  JtMl^M. 


Fill,  Danlil.  D.  D  ,  ipntUk. 
Fill,  Mr*.  tUiuub  S.  D.    " 

Fiu,  Dulcl  P.  " 

Fkadan.JoHph,  HtnrkOt. 
Flvlcbai,  Ephnim  A,  /(^Uius 
Fhlclwr,  Uii.  L.  C.  » 

FbHChar,  Hn.  EiDtIf  H.,    '• 
FhuhM,  Mn.  Ilgnnah  U.,  Jhm. 


Flett 


.1,  fui 


srB. 


FliUbsi,  Mn.  Ljdia  M. 


F«dicli,  Ficdaru: 


kr.  Mn.  Cdwiiri  H. 

in,  Rnr  J,  e.C'.,  JVkBlin. 
awoDd,  Hri.  SlU;  K.,  Sifrl 

Oiiffi,  Dr.  Mmuit,  ITuIWn'. 
Qri(ffMr>,S.  H.  " 

Bn»er,  Kn.  Cmnliae,  r.itoFi'. 

Illdloy,  H..„u.-I  !>..  .>^mcrxif'<. 

Hala,  B.J.  H.,  ffiHTtiU. 

H>J>,  M».E.J.  M.    " 

fitll,  Mn.  lompb  F.,  Oncn. 

ll.n.L  B>>.0«drpiM.,  fy«i, 

Hininwil,  Mn.LoninM.         " 
llardini.  Mra.  Tflir|BllIi«.  Chal 

Haidf,  Tiumnn,  .\>Bhir|i,  0. 


Frolhin^htim,  ^ 
FutIkf,  Ri>.  Di 
Furhrt,  Mn.  Ml 

ajiio,xii>.  w>t 


H,  Cfalhla,  WrnUtm. 

nid,  Eliu.  AraiUrn. 
•■rd,  Pan  I,  .«(l*y. 

,1   Mn.e<i.>hl.,  Ol^^iual. 


ia»,  Fnacia,  SwraA 

:k,}l».  W11li.mD.',  OB^aai 


lu,  rion 


Dn.Mn. 


.•jPprinj, 
l.ulhri,  Orol 

Mn.  M»y.  £ul> 
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Hill,  Jotham,  Vfobmm. 

Hill,  l»hilip  £.,  Mridgewat^r. 

Hilton,  VVIlliaro,  Bradfitrd, 

Hitchcock,  George  M.,  Brimfitld, 

Uobton,  MiM  Pritcilla,  Rowley, 

Holbrook,  Elifha,  East  Randolph. 

Holland,  Miu  Sarah  E.,  Boston, 

Holm,  Jacob  P.,  Maldon. 

*Hoimei,  Abiel,  D.  D.,  Cambridge, 

Holmes,  Miu  Elizabeth  A.,  Belvidtro^  lU. 

Holmes,  Mrs.  Fanny  D.,  ^'urtoa. 

Holt,  Jamea  A.,  jtndooer. 

Holton,  Thoma*  8.,  H'ineheoter, 

Homer,  Charles  W.,  Cambridge. 

Hooker,  George  B.,  Skerbom. 

Hooker,  Mr*.  Martha  V.,  Botton. 

Hooper,  Robert,  Boston, 

Uoppin,  Rev.  James  M.,  JVew  Uaten,  Ct, 

Ho«mer,  Miss  Eliza,  Concord, 

Hovey,  George  O.,  Boston, 

How,  Frederick,  Dangers, 

*now,  James,  Boston. 

Howard,  Cary,  Jforth  Bridgewater. 
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Wood,  Theodore  S.,  IFeeCmiiiKer. 
Woode,  Miee  Abbie  Wheeler,  MaUnu 
Woode,  Frank  Auetin,  JVIne  Brmimtrt^. 
Woode,  Joeeph  Wheeler,  DMtem. 
Woode,  Samuel  H.  - 

Woodvrard,  Ebeneser,  A^neCen. 
Woodward,  Bliee  Emily,  JfltmUn  U,  FaUi. 
•Worthlofton,  William,  Beeioa. 
Wymao,  Cbarlee,  LamcaHtr. 
Wyman,  Rafiie,  lUxbury, 
WyoBan,  William  O.,  FiUkbmrg. 


FORM  OF.  A  BEQUEST  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath,  to  the  I^^ssachttsbtts  Bible 
SociBTT,  incorporated  in  the  year  Eighteen  hundred  and  ten,  the 
sum  of  to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  uses 

and  purposes  of  the  Society. 


Q^  Letters  relating  to  Agencies,  or  to  the  general  interests  and 
policy  of  the  Society,  should  be  directed  to  Rev.  Daniel  Butler, 
Recording  Secretary,  15  Cornhill,  Boston. 


([^Remittances  for  Books,  donations  from  churches  and  indi- 
yiduals,  and  orders  for  Books,  should  be  directed  to  S.  T.  Farwkll, 
Agent,  15  Cornhill,  Boston. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Beoeipte  from  April  1, 1866,  to  April  1,  1867. 

BARNSTABLE   COUNTY. 

Centrerille,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Falmouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     • 
Sandwich,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      •        • 


BRISTOL    COUNTY. 

Dighton,  Congregational. Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  . 

Freetown,  A  friend, 

Mansfield,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (a.  b.  b.)  • 

Norton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.,  ▲.  b.  b.) 
Raynham,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     • 


(24  00 
12  26 
87  00 
18  00 

(91  25 


(26  88 

1  00 

4  00 

52  02 

26  00 

9 109  85 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Andoyer,  Free  ChuS'ch,  (2  L.  M.) f  40  00 

**       Chapel  Congregation, 97  05 

BallardTale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .        .        .  5  00 

Beyerly,  Washington  Street  Church,  (▲.  b.  s.)       •        .        .  15  35 

Danyers,  Miss  Flint,  (1  L.  m.) 20  00 

Essex,  First  Church  and, Society, 17  94 

Georgetown,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  •  •  11  00 
Gloucester,  Eyan.  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (4  l.  m.)    85  50 

Groyeland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .        •  12  00 

Hayerhill,  Centre  Church,  (3  l.  m.) 66  00 

«         North  Church,  (2  l.  m.) 110  88 

Ipswich,  South  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 20  00 

«      First  Church,  (1  l.  m.) 20  00 

Lawrence,  Central  Church, 25  25 

«         Lawrence  Street  Churoh, 1 14  60 


46 


<< 


<< 


Manchester,  Society  of  Bey.  Francis  V.  Tennej,  (1  l.  m.) 
Marblehead,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1 L.  m.,  ▲.  b.  s.) 
Methuen,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.) 
North  Andoyer,  Trini.  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Newburyport,  First  Presbyterian  Church,      •        • 

Belleyille  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
North  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bockport,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Salem,  South  Church, 

South  Danyers,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (6  L.  m.) 

**  Mrs.  Charlotte  F.  Pope,  (1  l.  m.)  . 

Topsfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Wenham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,       •        • 


FRANKLIN    COUNTY   BIBLE    SOCIETY. 

Mr.  William  Elliot,  Oreen/Md^  TV. 

Ashfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  L.  M.) 
Bemardston,  Trinitarian  Society,   .... 
Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Charlemont,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 

**  Mr.  Simeon  Crittenden,  (5  l.  m.) 

Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,         • 
Deerfield,  South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Greenfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

**  ,        Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Montague,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.) 
Orange,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Shelbume,    Congregational    Church  and    Society,    Ladiea, 
f22.23;  Oent.  f  21.95;     .... 

«  Falls,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


27  94 

31  00 

96  01 

31  tl 

47  40 

68  49 

47  77 

26  00 

80  00 

136  66 

20  00 

30  00 

22  00 

(1,324  05 


Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

<*  Legacy  of  Manrin  Orayes,  . 

Whately,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


Deduct  amount  paid  for  printing  County  Report,    • 

HAMPDEN   COUNTY   BIBLE    SOCIETY. 

Mr.  RoDBBicK  BuBT,  Sprins/Md,  TV. 

Donations  receiyed  of  the  Treasurer,      •        .        •        . 
Tolland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


(30  35 

1  00 

20  79 

11  45 

100  00 

139  25 

60  00 

20  46 

67  74 

60  20 

38  00 

44  18 

60  16 

40  65 

25  00 

10  60 

689  22 
16  00 

9  673  82 


For  Bibles, f  943  09 


9959  19 
10  45 

f 069  64 
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HAMPSHIRE   COUNTY. 
Huntington,  Second  Congregational  Chnrch  and  Society, 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Ashland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Aubumdale,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Brighton,  Erangelical  Church  and  Sodety,     . 
Cambridge,  East,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Cambridge,  Harvard    Street    Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

(1 1-.  M.) 

**  Shepard  Congregational  Society, 

Cambridgeport,  Mary  K.  Jones,  (in  part  for  l.  m.) 
Charlestqwn,  Mr.  Wm.  Pierce,       •        .        •        • 

**  Winthrop  Church  and  Society, 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society 

Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     • 
Groton,  Union  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)         • 
Holliston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Hopkinton,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (1  l.  m.,  ▲.  b. 

«         Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
LoweU,  Appleton  Street  Church  and  Society, 
>*  A  Friend,"  (1  l.  d.,  ▲.  b.  s.) 


8.) 


II 


Maiden,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**      Trinitarian  Congregational  Sabbath  School, 

Melrose,  •«  A  Friend," 

Newton,  Eliot  Church  and  Society, 

**      West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Pepperell,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sherbom,  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society,  (  1  l.  m.)    . 
Sudbury,  Union  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Waltham,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church, 
Wayland,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
West  Cambridge,  Ortho.  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Weston,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  H.  Bigelow,  (1  l.  m.,  ▲.  b.  s.) 
Wobum,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 


(24  60 


(2  00 
39  16 
37  00 
47  68 
11  00 

20  00 

76  54 

10  00 

2  00 

153  59 

140  00 

7  50 

50  00 
71  62 
30  00 
18  75 
10  00 
81  30 

150  00 

14  10 

25  00 

1  00 

101  47 
63  23 

29  00 
20  00 
42  99 

51  47 
22  40 

162  16 

30  00 
60  00 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Brookline,  Howard  Church, 

Cohasset,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  • 

Dorchester,  Village  Church,  (  1  l.  m.) 

«(           Second  Church,  (1  l.  m.)    •        •        .        • 
««          Friends,  f  16.00 ;  «*  a  friend,"  f  10.00 ;  do.  $6.00 ; 
do.  f  5.00  ;  J.  F.  P.  f  10.00 


91,570  84 

96  96 

27  26 

29  27 

898  78 

46  00 
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Fozboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  L.  m.)         •  66  60 
Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.,  ▲. 

B.  8.) 75  60 

«<         Mrs.  H.  C.  Phipps,  (1  l.  m.,  ▲.  B.  s.)    •         •        •  30  00 

Medway,  First  Church  and  Society, 38  63 

«       Village  Church,  (2  l.  x.,  f  46.00,  widow's  mite, 

26c.) 46  26 

**       West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      .        •  36  26 

Rozbury,  Eliot  Church, 161  42 

'•        Vine  Street  Church,  Mrs.  Fifield,            ...  3  00 
•*        Rufus    Wyman    f  30.00 ;    Mr.    Charles   Bradford 

f  2.00, 32  00 

Sharon,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (balance  for  2  l. 

M.) 37  61 

Wrentham,  Cjmthia  Hawes,  (a.  b.  s.) 6  00 

«           North,  by  Mr.  Fales, 7  00 

Weymouth,  Union  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .  20  84 

«            South,  Society  of  Bey.  Mr.  Terry,      •        .        .  17  00 


(1,161  70 


II 


II 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  East  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  x.) 
Bridgewater,  Philip  E.  Hall,  (1  l.  x.)    . 

Central  Square  Church  and  Society,  (1  L.  x.) 
Scotland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Campello,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  x.) 

Hingham,  First  Church, 

Lakeyille,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  x.,  baL) 

Middleboro',  First  Church, 

North  Bridgewater,  Porter  Eyangelical  Church,  (2  l.  x.) 
Plymouth,  Third  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 
Plympton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Wareham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,      • 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street, 

Rey.  Dr.  Alden,  Broadway, 
Rey.  Messrs.  Blagden  and  Manning, 
South,  .... 

«  Rey.  Dr.  Robbins,  Second  Church, 

Central  Church,     ..... 
Park  Street  Church  and  Society,    . 
Miss  Hannah  Hooper,  (1  l.  x.,  ▲•  b.  b.) 
Joseph  Burnett,      .        •        .        .        • 


60  00 

20  00 

24  00 

86  80 

61  67 

68  09 

16  00 

26  78 

97  74 

32  83 

3  40 

6  00 

(429  81 


II 
II 

II 
«i 
II 
II 

CI 


II 


II 


Old 


161  20 

79  80 

98  01 

82  00 

106  18 

107  22 

80  00 

6  00 

49 


Boston,  Mrs.  Martha  V.  Hooker,  (I  l.  m.) 
Mrs.  Nancy  Atkins, 
Samuel  Dorr,  (I  l.  m.)     . 
A  Friend,  f  1.28  ;  do.  f  1.00,  . 


i< 


Annual  Subscriptions, 


20 

00 

3 

00 

.20 

00 

2  28 

f  703 

69 

320  00 

$1,023 

69 

WORCESTER   COUNTY. 

Ashbumham,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Fitchburg,  Calvinistic  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

(O  Ij.  M.,   a.  B.   S.y  •••••• 

Gardner.  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  m.) 
Harvard,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1 

L.  M.) 

Lancaster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  m  ) 

Leomister,  Evangelical  Charitable  Society,     • 

New  Braintree,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Northboro*,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Phillipston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Shirley  Village,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Spencer,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 

tJxbridge,  First  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m  ) 

Webster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Westboro',  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Societ>< 

f  Z    I<.    tttf      m  •  •  •  •  •  a 

Whitinsvillc,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (13  l.  m. 

Winchendon,  North  Church, 

Worcester,  Central  Church  and  Society, 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 

American  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  by  Rev,  S.  W.  Hanks, 
Derry,  N.  II..  Miss  Abby  Choate,  (l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.  bal.)   . 
East  Woodstock,  Ct.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society. 
Exeter,  N.  H.,  "  A  Friend  of  the  Bible  Cause,"    . 
Peacham,  Vt.,  *•  A  Friend"  to  constitute  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.) 
Thetford,  Vt.,  Miss  Lucy  A.  Child,  (bal.  for  l.  m.) 
A  lady,  by  Mr.  Charles  Vaughn, 
A  Friend,        .... 
A  friend  on  her  death- bed,     , 
Donor  unknown,     . 


25  48 


188 

85 

35 

60 

20 

26 

25  54 

43 

00 

25 

15 

18 

69 

11 

12 

10 

15 

43 

25 

72 

00 

22 

42 

60  71 

490 

66 

8 

00 

41 

82 

$1,132  48 


G 

35 

20 

00 

6 

53 

20 

00 

35 

00 

6 

00 

100  00 

20 

00 

2  26 

47 

OS 

$  262  21 
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COLLECTIONS. 

By  tJie  Rev,  £.  F.  Slafteb,  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

Christ  Church,  Boston, 33  67 

Emmanuel  Church,  Boston, 1,01100 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 961  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline, -140  70 

•«  «*        For  Bibles,  f  160. 

St.  John's  Church,  Framingham 27  03 

Grace  Church,  Medtord, 35  90 

Church  of  the  Redeemer,  HoUiston, 6  00 

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Boston, I  10 

Trinity  Church.  Boston,          ...••.,  699  UO 

St.  Luke's  Church.  Chelsea, 12  00 

Trinity  Church,  Hayerhill, 14  00 

St.  Michael's  Church,  Marblehead, 74  63 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Newburyport, 25  00 

Grace  Church,  Lawrence, 29  40 

St.  John's  Church,  Lawrence, 14  15 

St.  Andrew's  Church.  Hanover, 68  29 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Newton  Lower  Fulls,       ,         ,         ,         .  41  28 

St.  James'  Church,  Roxbury, 138  hh 

Christ  Church,  Fitchburg, 25  OO 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Dedham. .  63  00 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Salem 35  00 

St.  Thomas'  Church,  Taunton, 51  00 

Christ  Church,  Andover, 44  63 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 150  00 

$4,008  32 

LEGACIES. 

Boston,  James  Hay  ward,  Esq.,  f  1,000.  less  $60  Gov't  Tax,  $940 


««       Mrs.   Sarah   Webster,  $1,000.   less  $60  Gov't  Tax,  940 
North  Bridgewater,  Mr.  Isaac  F.  Curtis,  $1,000.  less  $60 

Government  Tax, 940 

$2,820  00 

Bank  dividends  and  interest. 1.235  50 

Returned  for  books  granted, 13  88 

Sales, 21,So6  81 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


PBB8ENTED   BY 


THE  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


MASSACHUSETTS  BIBLE  SOCIETY, 


AT  THEIR  ANNUAL  MEETING, 


IN    BOSTON, 


MAY  25.  186«,  BEING  TUEITl  FIFTY-NINTH  ANNIVERSARY. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  T.  R.  MARVIN  &  SON,  42  CONGRESS  STREET, 

1868. 


/3,'>.    •?/.^       /5^S' 


OFFICERS 


07  TBB 


MASSACHUSETTS  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  1868-9. 


PRESIDBlfT. 

Hon.  SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY. 


VICE  PBESCDBNTS. 

Kev.  WILLIAM  R.  NICHOLSON,  D.  D.,  Suffolk  County. 
WILLIAM   C.  PLUNKETT,  Esq.,  Berkshire  County. 
EDWARD  SOUTHWORTH,  Esq.,  Hampden  County. 
JOHN  P.  WTLLISTON,  Esq.,  Hampshire  County. 
WILLIAM  B.  WASHBURN,  Esq.,  Franklin  County. 
STEPHEN   SALISBURY,  Esq.,  Worcester  County. 
CHARLES  P.  WHTTIN,  Esq.,  Worcester  County. 
LEE  CLAFUN,  Esq.,  Middlesex  County. 
CALEB  HOLBROOK,  Esq.,  Norfolk  County. 
JAMES   S.  AMORY,  Esq.,  Norfolk  County. 
Hon.  JOHN  H.  CLIFFORD,  Bristol  County. 
ELISHA  TUCKER,  Esq.,  Plymouth  County. 
JAMES  B.  CROCKER,  Esq.,  Barnstable  County. 
EDWARD  S.  MOSELEY,  Esq.,  Essex  County. 

CORRESPONDING   SECRETARY. 

Rby.  GEORGE  W.  BLAGDEN,  D.  D. 

RBCORDINO  SECRETARY. 

Rev.  DANIEL  BUTLER. 

TRBA8T7SSB. 

CHARLES  HENRY  PARKER,  Esq. 

AX7DITOK. 

THBOPHILUS  R.  MARVIN,  Esq. 


TRUSTEES. 


Rt  Rev.  Manton  EASTmnuf,  D.  D. 

Rey.  Baron  Stow,  D.  D. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means, 

Rey.  Chandler  Robbins,  D.  D. 

Rey.  Samuel  B.  Babcock, 

Rey.  WiLLARD  F.  Mallalisu, 

Rey.  J.  Eameb  Rankin, 

John  Tapfan, 

Albert  Fearino, 


Heman  Lincoln, 
Samuel  May, 
Jacob  Sleeper, 
Charles  T.  Russell, 
Thbophilus  R.  Maryih, 
Charles  W.  Pierce, 
Charles  Henry  Parker, 
Francis  E.  Parker, 
Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Esq's. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 
TO  WHOM  APPLICATIONS  ARE  TO  BE  MADE  TOR  BIBLES. 

Rey.  John  O.  Means,  Albert  Fearing,  and  Charles  Henry  Parker. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FROH  1809  TO  1868. 


»  GiHolekT,  LL.  D. . 


PRESIDENTS. 
,    INH— n    I     Hoo.  Elchiid  Tlilchcr,   . 
.    IK27— 49        Hon.  Buniul  H.  Willi?, 
,    1H»-H    1 


TICB  PEESIDBNT8 


JohnL.Uin.p,D.D.    . 

ieo9-is 

John  T.  KlrkliDd,  D.  D. 

IBI^-U 

Ucnrj  W»rt,  D.  It.      . 

18»-M 

Jobn  CnlmaD,  D.  D.     . 

SimunOr«.nlettf,LL.D. 

1W8-1B 

I'-niDrkFukinaD,  D.D. 

IBtS— &3 

isss-ei 

Vm.  R.  Nicbolwm,  D.  E 

■Ml 

.n.C.FluDk.mE.q.    . 

ISfil 

.jd  «outhwonh,  E.q.     . 

P.  WillUt™,  E«i.     .     . 

IMt 

b  BolWnok,  £•>!. 
..JohnliCllirunl, 


COIlRESrOHDIXO  SECRETARIES, 

BcT.J«FpfaSlFTFi»BuckniiDil>r,iai»— 13    I  Bct.  FruHii  Pirkmu,  D.  D.  .  ISIB— IS 

Bcv.StiiiiiielC.  ThuhEr, .    .    .    1813— IT  Rct.  N.  L.  FnthinKhuu,  D.  D.  IMt— W 

Bvv.  Churlei  Lowell,  D.  D.  .    .    IS17— 18    I  B«r.  Oonrfs  W,  Bligdw,  O.  D.  18U 

RECORDING  SECBBTARIES. 

B«T.  Jobn  Pltm,  D.  D.  .    .    .    1H»— SS  Her.  Onrfc  W.  Blugdm,  D.  D.  1SS«— M 

BcT.  Dud.;!  Sliup,  D.  D.     .    .    IB«8— 3«  Ber.  WMun  U.  Ro^n,      ,    .  1814—15 

KcT.  Cjrmi  P.  Onx'tnor,     .    .    IHO— 81  Bn.  Onorgs  W.  BUfdeo,  D.  D.  1B1&— » 

Bii.  Jtmei  D.  Knowlti,  .     .     ,     1831—32  Bcv.  OeaTgt  Bichirdt,      ,     .     .  IBM— 5> 

£CT.  WiUiun  Jenlu,  D.  D.    .    ..     1B9S— N  Bn.  Duiel  BuUer,      .     .          .  |gS( 


sud  H.  Wdkf,  Eiq.  . 

A.  Ftttt  O.  Thuher,   . 
in  TippUi  E>q.  .    .    . 


TREASURERS. 

.  laot— U  I  HEUTEdwurd^Eiq.  . 
.  1811-11  GcoiYc  B.  SuopBD,  £• 
.    I8IS~.»    I    Chiilti  Hesij  Fuka, 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEES, 


B«.  Wllliim  E.  Chunlnf 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


BnouGnT  by  the  favor  of  God  to  the  period  of 
their  annual  reckoning,  the  Tinistees  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bible  Society  would  present  a  brief 
statement  of  their  labors  during  the  past  year, 
with  a  record  of  the  offerings  received  from  the 
friends  of  the  Bible  in  aid  of  this  work. 

During  the  year,  there  have  been  issued  from 
our  Depository,  forty-three  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  volumes.  Of  this  number, 
fifteen  thousand  and  thirty-six  were  Bibles ;  sev- 
enteen thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine 
Testaments ;  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-iiine  Testaments  with  the  Psalms,  and  the 
remainder  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two were  smaller  portions  of  the  Scriptures. 
Of  the  whole  number,  twelve  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  were  in  various  foreign  languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  amounted  to  twelve 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six  volumes, 
costing  f  4,356.68.  These  have  been  bestowed 
upon  Seamen,  Sabbath  Schools,  City  Missions, 
Frecdmen,  Public  Institutions  and  Public  Houses 
and   destitute   families  in  Massachusetts,  while 


grants,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  nearly  two 
thousand  volumes  have  been  made  to  Maine,  Ver- 
mont, New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Missouri, 
California,  Washington  Territory,  Nova  Scotia, 
Labrador,  Hayti,  and  India. 

The  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in  Barnstable 
County,  to  which  reference  was  made  m  our  last 
Report,  has  been  completed  by  our  agent,  the 
Rev.  A.  M.  Osgood.  He  visited  thirty-five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  families,  of  whom  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one  were  destitute  of  the  Scriptures. 
Ninety-four  families  and  forty-one  individuals 
were  supplied.  Six  hundred  and  fifty-five  vol- 
umes were  sold  and  given  away. 

Since  completing  his  work  in  Barnstable  Coun- 
ty, our  Agent  has  canvassed  the  cities  of  Law- 
rence and  Salem.  In  the  former  city  he  called 
upon  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
families,  of  whom  five  hundred  and  forty-one, 
mostly  Romanists,  were  destitute  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. Thirty-nine  families  and  thirteen  individ- 
uals were  supplied.  One  hundred  and  ninety-one 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  were  distributed. 

In  Salem,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five  families  were  visited,  and  four  hundred 
and  eighty-six  were  found  destitute.  Eighty- 
three  families  and  twenty  individuals  were  sup- 
plied. Two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  copies  were 
sold  and  given  away. 

Early  in  the  season,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dwight  was 
employed  as  a  Bible  colporter  in  this  city. 


labors  were  mostly  performed  in  those  portions  of 
the  city  where  the  population  is  largely  foreign. 
In  his  two  months  of  service  he  called  upon  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  families,  of  whom 
less  than  six  hundred  were  Protestant.  Of  these 
last  fourteen  were  found  destitute  of  the  Scrip- 
tures and  supplied.  It  is  his  belief  that  more 
than  one  half  of  the  Komish  population  are  unfur- 
nished with  any  portion  of  the  Bible.  To  ten  of 
these  families  he  sold  the  Scriptures,  and  sixty- 
four  received  them  as  a  gift. 

The  facts  disclosed  by  the  very  efficient  and 
acceptable  labors  of  our  Agent,  led  to  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  work  from  an  impression  that  what 
we  seek  to  effect  by  it  is  substantially  performed 
by  the  religious  and  benevolent  organizations  now 
acting  in  this  field. 

The  Depository  has  been  maintained  as  in  for- 
mer years,  where  the  various  editions  of  the 
Scriptures  printed  by  the  American  Bible  Society 
have  been  offered  to  all  at  cost,  where  those 
known  to  be  poor  have  been  supplied,  and  where 
the  benevolent  have  obtained  the  books  which 
they  find  occasion  to  dispense  in  the  highways 
and  hedges  where  they  toil.  These  well  known 
facts  are  stated,  because  we  are  thus  furnished 
with  the  opportunity  of  reminding  the  friends  of 
this  charity  that  through  their  combined  efforts 
the  best  book  in  the  world  is  made  the  cheapest 
That  which  is  most  essential  is  rendered  the  most 
easily  accessible  to  all.     The  usefulness  of  these 
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labors  then  is  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  compa- 
ratively few  who  receive  the  Scriptures  as  a  gift, 
but  by  the  far  larger  number  who  are  induced  by 
the  facilities  thus  furnished  to  procure  for  them- 
selves the  Word  of  Life.  Indeed,  it  may  be  faWy 
questioned  whether  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth taken  as  a  whole  give  anything  in  charity 
to  this  cause,  since  the  diminished  cost  of  the 
Bibles  which  they  purchase  for  their  own  use 
furnishes  very  nearly  or  quite  a  pecuniary  equiva- 
lent for  the  contributions  made  by  them  du^ctly 
to  this  object. 

The  income  of  the  Society,  including  a  balance 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  $2,811.40,  has 
been  $  36,101,90.  In  donations,  annual  subscrip- 
tions and  legacies,  $12,545.08;  dividends  and 
interest,  $1,198.20;  return  for  books  donated, 
$290;  sales  of  books,  $19,544.32.  In  addition 
to  the  amount  received  into  our  treasury,  there 
has  been  sent  directly  to  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety from  other  portions  of  the  State,  the  further 
sum  of  $27,566.91,  making  the  whole  amount 
raised  in  Massachusetts,  deducting  the  balance 
for  last  year,  $  54,315.14. 

The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows: — ^for 
books,  $23,467.49;  for  General  Agent,  Distrib- 
tributing  Agents,  Depository  Agent,  and  assis- 
tant, paper,  printing,  rent,  fuel,  and  incidental 
expenses,  $6,433.53;  to  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety, $3,280.74;  mvested,  $871.92,  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  treasury  of  $  2,048.22. 


There  has  also  been  received  from  Mr,  Thomas 
"W.  Durant,  now  residing  in  Canada,  sundry 
Stocks,  the  par  value  of  which  is  $  64,480.  This 
very  generous  gift  is  not  however  available  for 
the  work  of  the  Society,  a  large  part  of  the  income 
being  pledged  to  the  donor  during  his  life. 

The  American  Bible  Society  reports  a  year  of 
great  prosperity,  $723,106.68  having  been  re- 
ceived into  its  treasury,  while  its  issues,  domestic 
and  foreign,  have  reached  the  large  number  of 
one  million,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thou- 
sand, one  hundred  and  ninety-four.  Six  hundred 
and  twenty  Auxiliaries  have  canvassed  their  fields 
during  the  year,  having  visited  six  hundred  and 
five  thousand  families,  and  supplied  with  the 
Scriptures  eighty-three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighty.  Fifty-three  laborers  have  been  em- 
ployed in  foreign  lands.  The  printing  of  the 
Arabic  Bible,  for  which  a  special  appropriation  of 
five  thousand  dollars  was  made  by  this  Society,  is 
going  forward  with  all  practicable  despatch. 
Three  sets  of  plates  for  an  octavo  edition  of  the 
Bible  have  been  made,  one  of  these  remains  at 
the  Bible  House — another  has  been  presented  to 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  the 
third  has  been  sent  to  Beirut  to  be  used  in  print- 
ing the  Bible  there.  A  thousand  copies  have 
been  printed  in  New  York  from  these  plates. 
Plates  have  also  been  prepared  for  an  octavo 
edition  of  the  If ew  Testament  and  Psalms,  vow- 
elled,  and  three  thousand  copies  have  been  printed. 
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The  work  haa  been  transferred  to  Beirut  and  will 
be  urged  forward  till  the  long  exiled  Word  of 
God  shall  again  find  a  home  in  the  land  of  its 
birth. 

By  reference  to  our  last  Annual  Report,  it  vrill 
be  seen  that  both*  our  receipts  and  issues  have 
fallen  behind  those  of  the  year  previous.  The 
inability  to  procure  all  the  books  needed  from  the 
American  Bible  Society,  explains  the  falling  off 
in  the  last  particular,  while  the  diminution  of 
receipts  has  occurred  mainly  ,in  the  item  of  lega- 
cies, the  contributions  nearly  equalling  those  of 
the  previous  year. 

We  cannot  for  a  moment  believe,  that  the  inter- 
est now  felt  in  this  work  is  about  to  decline.  On 
the  contrary,  we  look  for  its  great  increase.  The 
men  from  whom  we  are  proud  to  derive  our  origin 
were  distinguished  for  nothing  more  than  their 
love  of  the  Word,  and  their  zeal  for  its  difl^ion. 
When  it  was  a  crime  to  own  it — when  to  give  it 
away  subjected  them  to  imprisonment  and  exile 
and  death,  they  fearlessly  did  both.  They  wil- 
lingly became  bound  that  the  Word  might  be  free. 
Joyfully  they  took  the  spoiling  of  their  goods,  if 
others  might  be  enriched  with  the  treasures  of 
divine  tiiith.  It  is  to  their  zeal  and  self-denial 
we  owe  it,  that  patriarchs  and  prophets  and  apos- 
tles and  the  Lord  of  Life  in  their  inspired  utter- 
ances gladden  and  dignify  our  homes  to-day. 
The  fair  fields  where  in  peace  we  dwell,  were 
gained  for  us  by  their  cheerful  sacrifices  and  their 
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persistent  toil.  And  their  hope  and  purpose  in 
this  was  to  raise  up  those  who  should  inherit  their 
spirit  and  carry  to  its  consummation  the  work 
they  so  nobly  begun.  If  they  could  thus  labor 
with  means  so  narrow  and  in  a  field  so  environed 
with  diflSculties,  shall  we  become  indifferent  to 
the  diffusion  of  the  Word,  when  in  well  nigh 
every  living  language  God  is  speaking  through  it 
to  an  awaking  world,  when  kings  are  its  nursing 
fathers^  and  men  of  every  nation  are  eagerly  ask- 
ing it  at  our  hands.  ^^  With  cheerful  hope  and 
strong  desire  "  we  look  forward  to  the  time  surely 
coming,  when  the  willing  offerings  of  the  people 
of  our  old  Commonwealth  shall  correspond  with 
their  history,  with  their  professed  love  of  the 
Bible,  with  the  benefits  they  have  received  from 
it,  and  with  the  ability  which  a  bountiful  God 
has  given  them  to  diffuse  its  blessings  over  the 
world. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bible  Society  was  held  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Society,  No.  15  Cornhill,  on  Monday,  May  25,  1868,  at 
nine  o'clock,  A  M.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  who 
was  detained  by  sickness,  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  Bey. 
Dr.  Copp,  of  Chelsea. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mallalieu,  of  Chelsea. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Treasurer,  Charles  Henry  Parker,  Esq.,  pre- 
sented his  Annual  Report,  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Recording  Secretary,  when  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  reading  of  the  same  be  deferred  till  the  pablic 
meeting  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  were  then  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  attend  the  public  services 
of  the  Fifty-ninth  Anniversary  at  the  Mount  Vernon  Church, 
at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Eabtburn, 
who  introduced  the  services  with  the  following  remarks : — 

INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS  BY  THE  RT.  REV.  MANTON  . 

EASTBURN,  D.  D. 

My  Christian  Friends: — I  am  sure  you  will  all  be  disap- 
pointed at  not  meeting  here  this  aflernoon,  as  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  meet  in  years  past,  the  highly  respected  President 
of  this  Society.  He  is,  in  God's  providence,  confined  to  his 
house  by  illness,  and  therefore  we  shall  miss  those  words  of 
wisdom  and  of  piety,  with  which  he  always  inaugurated  these 
annual  meetings.  I  have  been  requested  to  fill  his  place,  and 
although  I  feel  very  inadequate  to  occupy  the  place  of  such  a 
man,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  I  always  feel  as  if  it  waslthe  great- 
est honor  that  any  individual  could  have  in  this  world,  to  be 
permitted  to  preside  at  such  a  meeting  as  this,  or  to  have  any 
connection,  either  by  speaking  or  by  aiding  in  any  other  way, 
with  a  Society  established  for  the  pure  and  blessed  purpose  of 
circulating  God's  Holy  Word,  without  note  or  comment. 

This  age  of  ours,  this  nineteenth  century,  has  been  distin- 
guished by  the  establishment  of  various  institutions  for  the  dif- 
fusion of  Divine  truth  through  the  earth ;  but  without  disparag- 
ing other  societies,  and  leaving  them  to  fill  their  own  place,  as 
before,  we  must  all  surely  say,  that  the  Bible  society,  wherever 
it  is,  is  the  crowning  society  of  all.  It  is  a  society  for  diffusing 
that  precious  Word,  about  which  there  can  be  no  mistake ;  which 
has  God  for  its  author,  and  truth,  without  any  admixture  of 
error,  for  its  contents.  We  are  sure,  therefore,  that  whatever 
we  db  for  the  circulation  of  Grod's  Holy  Word,  we  are  walking 
safely ;  we  are  pointing  every  individual  into  whose  hands  these 
sacred  Scriptures  shall  fall  to  that  blessed  book,  which  contains 
the  way  of  salvation  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which 
brings  man  to  be  at  peace  with  God,  through  faith  in  Him,  and 
at  the  hour  of  death  and  the  day  of  judgment,  prepares  him  to 
present  a  perfect  plea,  through  the  righteousness  of  the  "  Lamb 
slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world." 
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May  God  be  present  at  this  meeting !  May  He  infase  into 
the  hearts  of  all  those  who  have  hitherto  supported  this  glorious 
institution  new  zeal  for  the  distribution  of  that  volume  which  is 
the  only  support  of  the  individual  man  in  the  hour  of  death,  and 
the  only  sure  defence  of  nations!  And,  my  brethren,  let  me 
say,  in  conclusion,  while  we  are  helping  in  the  support  of  this 
•institution,  let  us  be  careful  that  we  apply  this  same  blessed  book 
to  our  own  hearts  by  faithful  study,  praying  for  the  inspiration 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  bless  its  pages,  and  that  we  may  so  ^^  read, 
mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest''  these  Holy  Scriptures,  which 
were  given  for  our  learning,  that  by  patience  and  the  comfort  of 
the  holy  Word,  we  may  embrace  and  ever  hold  fast  the  blessed 
hope  of  everlasting  life,  which  He  has  given  us  in  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  Scriptures  were  read,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Eev. 
E.  E.  Strong,  of  Waltham. 

A  hymn  was  sung,  and  the  Beport  of  the  Trustees  was 
read  and  accepted. 

Prof.  L.  T.  TowNSEND,  of  Boston,  then  addressed  the 
assembly. 

Mb.  Townsbnd  asked  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  few 
considerations  respecting  Hebrew  and  Jewish  Prophets,  and 
prophetic  inspiration.  The  word  '  Prophet/  in  the  original,  he 
snid/means  a  boiling  over ;  and  in  the  Hebrew  never  occurs  in 
the  active,  but  always  in  the  passive  voice.  A  prophet,  then,  in 
the  biblical  sense,  is  a  messenger  of  God,  filled  with  the  H0I7 
Ghost,  and  passive  in  his  utterances. 

The  speaker  then  divided  the  Prophetic  Periods  into  four; 
the  period  of  the  Patriarchs,  the  period  of  Moses,  of  Samuel, 
and  of  Christ. 

The  providential  care  in  the  preservation  of  the  prophetic 
writings  was  then  discussed. 

The  remarkable  care  exercised  by  the  Jewish  church  until  its 
dispersion,  the  care  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  until  its  cor- 
ruption, and  the  present  watchfulness  of  Evangelical  Christiamty 
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over  the  Scriptures,  bespeak  for  them  what  cannot  be  regarded 
in  any  other  light  than  providential. 

The  characteristics  of  the  Prophets  were  next  spoken  of. 
They  were  called  to  their  work.  They  were  protectors  of  the 
poor.  They  taught  a  ptire  and  uniform  religion.  They  were 
literary  men  of  peculiar  endowments.  In  some  instances  the 
very  words  they  employed  were  given  them.  With  these  men* 
the  spirit  of  prophecy  ceased.  Rome,  through  Pope  and  Priest, 
may  assert  to  the  contrary,  it  will  avail  nothing.  She  may  lis- 
ten with  open  ear  until  doomsday,  but  will  never  again  hear 
prophetic  word  or  syllable.  "  New  Lights  "  may  startle  us  with 
pretended  disclosures  from  another  world,  it  will  avail  nothing. 
During  the  past  eighteen  hundred  years  the  world  has  not  ad- 
vanced one  step  in  the  actual  revelation  of  supernatural  truth. 
Despite  all  efforts  nothing  new  can  be  discovered.  All  things 
remain  as  they  were  since  Christ  and  his  Apostles.  Past  reve- 
lations may  be  better  arranged,  systematized,  and  harmonized, 
but  nothing  essential  can  be  added  to  or  taken  from  them.  The 
book  of  revelation  is  closed. 

In  concluding  his  remarks,  the  speaker  said  that  the  world 
does  well  to  hang  upon  the  lips  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
prophets,  as  they  speak  to  us  words  of  mingled  instruction, 
warning  and  encouragement.  Since  we  find  that  on  every  page 
of  their  writings  there  is  the  same  protest  for  truth,  justice,  and 
mercy ;  the  same  message  of  wrath  for  the  oppressor,  the  cruel, 
and  the  impious ;  the  same  righteous  care  for  the  widow,  the 
fatherless,  and  the  stranger ;  and  everywhere  the  elements  of  all 
true  theology,  which  as  a  system  "  is  so  entire,"  says  Taylor, 
*'  that  after  ages  of  painful  cogitation  on  the  part  of  the  most 
profound  and  the  most  exact  minds,  whether  philosophers  or 
divines,  whether  ancient  or  modern,  nothing  that  is  profitable, 
nothing  that  is  deep  and  affecting  which  has  been  educed  and 
taught,  or  is  at  this  moment  extant  and  patent  in  books  classical 
or  in  books  recent,  can  surpass  the  glorious  truths  declared. 
Yes,  the  prophet,  if  we  take  him  as  the  chief  of  his  own  order, 
is  still,  after  two  thousand  years,  our  master  in  the  school  of  the 
hiirhcst  reason  and  truth." 

The  sublime  mission,  then,  to  which  this  Bible  Society  is 
called  of  God,  is  to  circulate  these  divine  utterances,  and  to  give 
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to  man  the  only  words  which  God  has  spoken  or  will  speak  to 
the  race.  The  constitution  originally  formed  well  nigh  sixty 
years  ago,  has  for  its  first  article  the  following :  ^'  The  Bible 
Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by  volun- 
tary contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  the  State,  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without 
the  aid  of  others." 

Now  we  say  the  work  herein  contemplated  was  never  more 
encouraging,  and  never  was  there  presented  a  wider  field  of  use- 
fulness than  at  the  present  time.  Though  the  world  has  hardly 
yet  grasped  the  idea  that  it  has  the  words  of  God  in  its  posses- 
sion, it  is  yearly  awakening  to  this  conviction.  We  dare  predict 
that  the  time  is  coming  when  the  interest  in  this  book  will  be  so 
great,  and  the  language  so  authoritative,  that  the  Greek  and 
Hebrew  Scriptures  will  be  found  in  every  educated  household. 
Nay,  is  it  too  much  to  assert  that  the  day  is  on  the  wing  when 
the  shelves  of  this  Society  will  hold  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  in 
common  with  the  English  text  ?  Fear  not,  the  feeble  blade  is 
to  be  followed  by  the  ripe  corn  in  the  ear.  We  would  applaud 
the  work  of  this  Society.  The  good  it  has  done  is  inestimable. 
Its  age  demands  our  profound  veneration.  Its  board  of  man- 
agers and  its  past  success  our  fullest  confidence.  Still  its  task 
is  but  just  commenced.  Being  linked  in  its  destinies  with  the 
sacred  Scriptures,  it  has  partaken  somehow  of  their  nature.  Its 
whitened  locks  bespeak,  not  a  declining,  but  a  vigorous  man- 
hood. We  predict  for  it  an  ever-increasing  usefulness,  until  the 
time  arrives  when  the  knowledge  of  God*s  Word  shall  flood  the 
whole  world  with  divine  beauty  and  divine  truth. 

Another  hymn  was  sung,  and  the  meeting  was  further 
addressed  by  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Huntington,  of  Worcester,  and 
Rev.  Alexander  McKenzie,  of  Cambridge. 
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ADDRESS  OF  REV.  WILLIAM  R.  HUNTINGTON. 

Mr.  President: 

The  difference  between  the  meeting  in  Cornhill  this  morning, 
and  the  meeting  we  are  holding  now,  is  a  significant  one.  That 
was  a  meeting  to  consider  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
Bible  Society,  this  is  a  meeting  to  consider  the  larger  interests 
of  the  Bible  itself.  As  friends  of  the  revealed  Word  of  God 
we  have  something  more  to  do  in  these  days  than  to  discuss  the 
various  methods  of  multiplying  and  circulating  the  printed  text. 
Active  brains  in  every  part  of  Christendom  are  busy  with  a 
question  that  lies  behind  all  this, — the  question,  Do  we  need 
any  Bible  at  all  ?  the  question,  Has  not  the  world  outgrown  the 
old  notion  of  a  book  religion  ? 

There  is  no  concealing  the  fact  that  we  are  in  the  thick  of 
that  decisive  conflict  for  which  the  forces  have  been  making 
ready  ever  since  the  Reformation.  It  is  now  more  than  thirty 
years  ago  that  Arnold  of  Rugby  made  his  famous  comment 
upon  Coleridge's  Letters  on  Inspiration.  "They  are  well 
fitted,"  he  wrote,  *'  to  break  grouud  in  the  approaches  to  that 
momentous  question  which  involves  in  it  so  great  a  shock  to 
existing  notions,  the  greatest,  probably,  that  has  ever  been  given 
since  the  discovery  of  the  falsehood  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Pope's 
infallibility.  Yet  it  must  come,  and  will  end,  in  spite  of  the 
fears  and  clamors  of  the  weak  and  bigoted,  in  the  higher  exalt- 
ing and  more  sure  establishing  of  Christian  truth."  The 
prophecy  has  found  an  even  more  startling  fulfillment  than  the 
prophet  thought.  Dr.  Arnold  foresaw  merely  the  unsettling  of 
the  views  popularly  held  in  his  time  with  regard  to  the  verbal 
or  mechanical  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures.  We  see  plainly 
now,  that  the  real  question  is  not  between  this  and  that  theory 
of  inspiration,  but  between  revelation  and  no  revelation.  Had 
that  eminent  Christian  scholar  known  that  it  was  indeed  coming 
to  this,  he  might  have  been  no  less  hopeful  of  the  final  result, 
but  he  would,  perhaps,  have  distributed  his  epithets  difiTerently. 

However  that  may  be,  the  shock  he  anticipated  has  come, 

and  it  behooves  us  that  we  meet  it,  not  only  valiantly,  but  with 

calmness,  wisdom,  and  patience. 

And  one  caution  that  we  need  to  give  each  other  over  and 
3 
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over  again,  in  spite  of  its  familiarity,  is  this,  not  to  undervalue 
the  resources  of  the  enemy.  Improvement  in  the  arts  of  attack 
has  not  been  confined  to  the  military  service.  The  weapons  of 
contemporary  unbelief  are  to  those  of  the  elder  rationalism,  what 
the  needle-gun  is  to  the  cumbrous  Queeu's  arm  of  a  century  ago. 
Besides,  the  enemy  has  changed  front.  The  'Bible  is  not  now 
assailed  solely  in  the  interest  of  free  thought;  it  is  assailed,  also, 
in  the  name  of  what  has  begun  to  be  called  ''  free  religion/'  It 
is  not  proposed  now  to  dendolish  the  Scriptures ;  that  has  been 
found  too  arduous,  they  utterly  refuse  to  be  volatilized  in  the  • 
hottest  crucible.  A  better  way  has  been  devised.  The  Scrip- 
tures are  to  be  accepted  as  a  legitimate  outgrowth  of  the  relig- 
ious instinct  in  man,  and  then  they  are  to  be  laid  gently  away 
on  the  same  shelf  with  the  Koran  and  the  Vedas,  a  psychologi- 
cal curiosity.  In  a  word,  we  are  not  now  called  to  do  battle 
with  the  coarse  violence  of  old  fashioned  unbelief,  but  with  a 
philosophy  that  claims  to  be  pre-eminently  spiritual,  altogether 
too  religious  to  be  willing  to  be  bound  to  the  beggarly  elements 
of  a  written  revelation.  This  kind  of  assailant  cannot  be  frowned 
down  nor  laughed  down.  Rhetoric  will  not  silence  him,  neither 
will  scorn.  Reasoning  is  his  chosen  weapon,  and  with  reason- 
ing he  must  be  met. 

Now  every  one  who  watches  carefully  the  methods  by  which 
the  destructive  criticism  does  its  work,  will  notice  that  the  real 
weight  of  the  assault  falls  almost  always  upon  one  point.  That 
point  is  not  the  inspiration,  it  is  the  unity  of  Scripture.  Very 
little  is  said  about  inspiration,  or  rather  it  is  admitted,  in  a  gen-  ' 
eral  w^y,  that  the  sacred  writers  were  inspired,  the  suppressed 
major  premise  in  the  argument  being  always  that  genius  and 
inspiration  are  identical.  But  inspiration  being  conceded,  the 
next  point  is  to  show  that  the  possession  of  this  attribute  need 
be  no  bar  to  all  manner  of  inconsistencies,  discrepancies,  and 
flat  contradictions.  Everything  is  said  that  can  be  said  to  bring 
out  into  bold  relief  the  differences  in  style  and  subject  that  char- 
acterize the  various  parts  of  Scripture,  and  nothing  is  said  to 
help  men  see  the  golden  thread  of  unity  that  runs  in  and  out  all 
through  the  fabric  knitting  it  into  one  perfect  whole. 

The  first  and  simplest  dislocation  is  that  of  the  two  Testaments. 
Having  thrown  back  the  Old  Testament  into  the  lumber  room 
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of  obsolete  beliefs,  all  iQConvenieDt  references  to  it  that  may  be 
eucouDtered  in  the  New  are  easily  set  aside  as  the  relics  of  a 
national  superstition.  The  next  step  is  to  sever  the  Epistles 
from  the  Gospels,  and  to  deny  any  organic  connection  between 
the  two.  This  done,  we  are  prepared  to  appreciate  the  incon- 
sistencies between  the  Epistles  themselves,  and  to  smile  at  the 
incongruity  of  binding  up  in  one  volume  four  or  five  discordant 
theologies.  The  same  process  of  dissection  applied  to  the  Gos- 
pels readily  eliminates  the  best  beloved  of  them  as  being  the 
work  of  post-apostolic  times,  and  we  are  assured  that  the  Christ 
of  the  Passover  discourses  is  quite  another  Christ  than  IIo  of 
the  Beatitudes. 

It  would  be  well  if  even  here  our  advanced  thinkers  were 
willing  to  cry,  halt  I  But  no,  one  stone  still  blocks  the  path  of 
progress.  It  is  the  miracles  that  are  in  the  way.  Let  them  go 
too.  And  what  does  it  matter  if,  aTter  we  have  robbed  the  Son 
of  man  of  all  those  marvellous  powers  that  made  the  poor  and 
sick,  the  lame  and  blind,  the  hungry  and  the  thirsty  love  Him, 
we  strike  at  last  at  that  of  which,  as  has  been  lately  said,*  the 
miracles  were  but  the  verifying  proof.  His  sinlessness.  Thus 
from  the  initial  step  of  denying  the  unity  of  Scripture,  the  move- 
ment is  gradual  but  steady  towards  the  utter  dethronement  of 
that  thorn-crowned  King,  whose  right  to  rule  men  have  acknowl- 
edged because  they  have  found  in  Him  no  fault  at  all. 

Now  instead  of  discussing  the  various  kinds  and  degrees  of 
inspiration,  classifying  it  under  some  half-a-dozen  different 
heads,  as  the  divines  of  the  last  century  were  fond  of  doing, 
let  us  who  are  believers  bend  all  our  strength  to  making  it  plain 
that  the  Bible  is  one  book,  that  it  has  one  subject,  and  one 
Author.  In  a  word,  persuade  men  of  the  fact  of  a  revelation  by 
showing  them  the  consistency  of  its  various  parts,  and  they  will 
cease  to  be  vexed  by  doubts  as  to  the  inspiration  of  the  men 
through  whom  the  revelation  was  conveyed. 

But  understand  me.  There  is  a  stupid  and  senseless  way  of 
speaking  of  the  Bible  as  one  book,  which  almost  justifies  that 
scornful  word  that  has  of  late  crept  into  use,  "  bibliolatry." 
Well-meaning  people  sometimes  speak  of  the  Bible  as  if  they 


♦  J.  B.  Mozley.    Letter  to  Prof.  Tyndall,  "On  Christ  alone  without 
tin." — CanUmporary  Review  for  Aprii. 
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thought  it  had  come  down  from  heaven  printed,  bound,  and 
translated.  The  great  Diana  of  the  Ephesians  is  said  to  have 
been  a  shapeless  meteoric  stone.  The  people  worshipped  it,  not 
for  any  beauty  of  its  own,  still  less  for  any  supposed  resemb- 
lance to  the  goddess,  but  simply  because  they  knew  that  it  had 
actually  fallen  from  the  sky.  And  so  to  worship  the  Bible  in  a 
blind  way,  as  if  our  faith  in  its  having  come  from  God  might  be 
a  substitute  for  faith  in  the  God  from  whom  it  came,  does  seem 
little  better  than  idolatry,  since  the  essence  of  idolatry  is  the 
worship  of  the  creature  rather  than  the  Creator.  But  truly  to 
believe  the  Bible  to  be  one  book  is  not  necessarily  inconsistent 
with  the  fullest  recognition  of  its  wonderful  diversity.  Bring 
out  that  diversity  in  the  strongest  light,  and  you  will  only  make 
the  unity  thAt  underlies  it  the  more  impressive  by  the  contrast. 
Much  of  the  preciousness  of  the  Bible  is  due  to  its  variety,  but 
it  is  a  variety  which  like  thatfof  Nature  is  subordinate  to  perfect 
harmony  and  oneness.  The  Scriptures  were  meant  to  be  a 
revelation  not  only  of  God  to  man,  but  of  man  to  man,  and  it 
was  for  this  reason  that  they  were  spoken  "  at  sundry  times  and 
in  divers  manners,"  in  order  that  they  might  show  us  man  in 
all  his  habitudes.  And  yet  iu  spite  of  its  diversities  of  period, 
ranging  over  so  many  thousand  years,  and  in  spite  of  its  diversi- 
ties of  style,  embracing,  as  they  do,  every  known  form  of  com- 
position, the  Bible  is  one  book,  because  it  had  one  Author  and 
has  one  subject ;  its  Author,  the  Creator,  its  subject,  the  Incar- 
nation. Minds  enslaved  to  the  tread-mill  philosophy  of  human 
history  will  doubtless  find  a  difficulty  in  receiving  this  idea. 
But  let  a  man  once  discern  in  history  the  working  of  the  same 
law  of  movement  that  governs  the  development  of  a  drama,  let 
him  acknowledge  that  the  picture  of  the  past  ought  not  to  be 
drawn  upon  Chinese  principles,  but  with  a  just  and  true  perspec- 
tive, let  him  recognize  in  Jesus  Christ  the  hero  of  the  drama, 
the  centre  around  which  the  picture's  parts  are  grouped,  and  he 
will  not  need  a  better  apology  for  his  devotion  to  the  Bible  than 
simply  this,  ^^  I  know  no  other  record  of  what  God  has  done 
ibr  men."  Thousands  who  complain  that  the  Bible  is  to  them 
a  sealed  book,  could  have  their  difficulties  solved  if  they  would 
but  bring  them  to  that  Interpreter  who  has  "  prevailed  to  open 
the  book  and  to  loose  the  seals  thereof." 
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Manifestly  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  expand  this  thought 
adequately  here  and  now.  But  what  it  all  comes  to  is  this : 
prove  the  unity  of  the  Bible,  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible 
will  prove  itself.  Let  it  appear  that,  as  a  whole,  the  Bible  is 
the  embodiment  of  one  creative  thought,  and  the  minute  criti- 
cisms that  spend  themselves  upon  insignificant  points  of  det^iil, 
an  error  in  a  numeral,  or  the  transposition  of  two  dots,  will 
cease  to  trouble  any  one. 

What  if  it  can  be  proved  that  the  various  contributors  to  the 
great  work  were  unconscious  of  the  full  meaning  of  all  they  said 
and  did  ?  What  if  the  prophets  had  no  perfect  picture  in  their 
minds  of  Him  to  whom  they  all  bore  witness  ?  It  would  not  be 
the  only  instance  in  the  universe  of  unconscious  co-operation  in 
the  working  out  of  God's  designs.  You  look  at  a  bit  of  coral 
brought  from  beneath  the  sea.  You  wonder  at  the  curious 
arrangement  of  its  parts.  You  get  from  it  the  same  impression 
of  beauty  of  form  that  a  tree's  branches  or  a  stag's  antlers  con- 
vey. But  stop  a  moment  to  consider  how  this  marvellous  result 
has  been  attained.  Really  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
this  and  the  branches  and  the  antlers  that  it  resembles.  Ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands  of 
little  insects  lived  and  died  there,  each  in  its  place,  each  uncon- 
scions  of  aught  save  the  cool  sea  water  moving  in  and  out,  and 
yet  there  was  not  one  of  them  that  did  not  serve  a  purpose. 
There  was  a  law  of  unity  that  governed  the  lower  law  of  indi- 
vidual life,  and  made  each  tiny  polyp  minister  unconsciously  to 
the  fioal  whole.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  argumeut  i'or  the 
unity  of  Scripture  at  all  comparable  with  this,  the  architectural 
argument.  First  the  Designer,  then  the  countless  underwork- 
men,  executing  with  more  or  less  of  conscious  co-operation  the 
various  parts.  The  ilhistration  I  have  used  makes  the  co-opera- 
tion wholly  unconscious.  Better  still  would  be  an  illustration 
in  which  the  fellowship  of  labor  should  be  partly  conscious, 
partly  unconscious.  We  have  it  in  an  old  cathedral;  call  it 
York,  or  Winchester  or  Durham.  In  such  a  structure  we  dis- 
cern precisely  those  two  kinds  of  diversity  that  are  found  in 
Scripture,  diversity  of  period  and  diversity  of  style.  Examine 
the  building  in  detail,  follow  the  verger  into  every  side  chapel, 
every  retiring  angle,  every  groined  recess,  and  you  will  feel  as  if 
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variety  and  discrepancy  were  the  very  law  of  its  being.  The 
nave  is  in  the  style  of  the  twelfth  century  perhaps,  the  transepts 
in  the  style  of  the  thirteenth.  One  good  bishop  added  this  pecu- 
liar feature,  another,  his  successor,  added  that.  Here  is  a  round, 
massive  pillar  that  the  Normans  raised,  and  there  a  fluted  one 
of  later  date.  At  each  step  the  eye  falls  on  something  different, 
and  the.impression  you  receive  is  one  of  incongruity  and  incon- 
sistency. But  when  you  have  done  with  your  analytic  examina- 
tion of  the  edifice,  go  and  take  your  stand  at  the  western  en- 
trance, and  forgetting  all  thought  of  detail,  contemplate  the 
whole  beautiful  idea.  See  it  as  it  lies  before  you,  one  mighty 
cross  of  stone.  Look  through  the  long  vista  walled  and  arched 
like  a  forest  path.  Watch  the  sunlight  streaming  through  the 
eastern  window  blazoned  with  the  effigies  of  a  hundred  saints. 
And  if  at  that  moment  the  voice  of  some  musical  response  comes 
to  you  from  the  far-off  choir,  you  will  feel  the  influence  of  a 
unity  indescribable,  and  the  building,  from  being  the  handiwork 
of  many  men  and  mauy  ages,  becomes  to  you  beholding  it 
rather  the  present  temple  of  the  ever  living  God. 

Even  thus  it  is  only  when  we  stand  at  the  foot  of  the  Re- 
deemer's cross  that  we  have  eyes  given  us  to  see  how  and  why 
the  Bible  is  indeed  ^^  one  book." 


ADDRESS  OF  REV.  ALEXANDER  McKENZIE. 

Mr.  Preitdentf — ^The  simple  thought  upon  which  I  propose  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  is  this :  That  in  the  Bible  we  recognize  a 
Father's  gift  to  his  children. 

It  is  an  expressive  tribute  to  the  worth  of  the  Bible,  that  in 
this  day  of  stirring  events,  when  of  making  many  books  there 
is  literally  no  end ;  after  this  book,  more  than  any  other,  has 
been  tried  by  every  test  which  friends  or  foes  could  devise  ; 
afler  scholarly  research  and  reckless  speculation  have  dissected 
its  pages,  analyzed,  criticised,  weighed,  measured  them,  line  by 
line,  word  by  word  ;  after  the  hot  fires  of  persecution  have  done 
their  worst  to  destroy  it,  and  time,  which  buries  cities  and  na- 
tions, has  swept  by  centuries  over  it ;  the  book  retains  its 
preeminent  place,  and  can  call  together  so  many  shrewd,  in- 
telligent men  and  women,  to  testify  to  its  inestimable  precioas- 
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ness  and  its  sacred  truthfulness.  This  Book  has  a  history  which 
is  interwoven  with  the  history  of  man.  It  is  long,  eventful, 
grand.  What  a  story  there  is  belonging  to  single  copies  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  !  To  the  Books  of  Moses  which  belonged  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  which  were  lost  in  the  time  of  idolatry 
and  found  at  the  repairing  of  the  Temple,  at  whose  reading  the 
young  king  Josiah  rent  his  clothes.  Or  to  that  roll  of  Esaias 
from  which  our  Lord  read  in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth,  when 
the  glorious  words  of  the  prophet  were  fulfilled  in  the  ears  of 
those  who  heard.  Or  to  that  Latin  Bible  which  Luther  discovered 
in  the  Library  at  Erfurth,  himself  twenty  years  old  and  two 
years  a  University  student,  yet  ignorant  that  the  world  con- 
tained such  a  book,  or  that  there  was  more  of  God's  Word  than 
the  fragments  in  the  church  service,  but  holding  and  searching 
the  discovered  treasure  with  throbbing  heart  and  tearful  eye. 
The  Word  was  precious  when  Moses  was  the  author  of  it  all, 
and  grew  in  value  as  it  took  to  itself  History  and  Psalm  and 
Prophecy.  But  who  shall  estimate  its  worth  when  the  Gospels 
joined  themselves  to  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  and  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles  were  written  for  our  learning,  and  the  Epistles 
came  for  the  instructing  and  sanctifying  of  the  saints,  and  the 
wondrous  visions  of  the  Apocalypse  crowned  the  whole  !  '*  Thy 
Word,"  wrote  poor  David  over  his  scant  parchment  rolls,  "  Thy 
Word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet."  But  he  who  now  looks  back 
upon  the  Prince  of  David's  line,  may  cry  with  loftier  exultation, 
^^  Thy  Word  is  a  sun  unto  my  feet,  and  the  blazing  heavens  unto 
my  path." 

It  was  a  fine  thing  to  have  one  copy  of  the  sacred  scrolls  for 
the  synagogue,  to  be  read  at  stated  times  by  men  able  to  explain 
the  record.  It  was  better  for  a  town  to  have  one  Bible  fastened 
to  a  public  post,  where  all  who  would  and  could  might  stand  and 
read  for  themselves.  But  what  shall  we  say  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  printed  in  many  languages,  by  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, in  every  year,  by  our  own  National  Societyi?  It  is  the 
day  of  Pentecost  come  again,  when  Parthians  and  Medes  and 
the  dwellers  in  Mesopotamia  may  hear  the  Word  of  life,  the 
counsel  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  every  man  in  his  own  tongue 
wherein 4ie  was  born.  A  brighter  day  was  beginning  to  dawn 
when  Luther  unearthed  the  Latin  Bible  at  Erfurth  !     And  the 
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light  has  grown  brighter  even  in  our  own  time  as  the  Holy 
Scriptures  have  gone  from  land  to  land,  and  have  at  length 
passed  into  the  Arabic  tongue,  in  which,  we  are  told,  thej  will 
reach  more  persons  than  speak  anj  other  single  language.  As 
this  task  of  many  weary  years  draws  towards  its  completion — 
this  marvel  of  industry,  this  wonder  of  patience,  this  ripe  fruit 
of  Christian  scholarship, — and  the  West  gives  back  to  the  East 
the  pure  Word  of  God,  new  faith  enters  into  the  prayer  of  our 
childhood  and  our  manhood,  '*  Thy  kingdom  come." 

This  book,  The  Book,  now  so  familiar  to  the  children,  has 
come  from  afar  to  the  homes  it  blesses.  Our  Father's  hand  has 
brought  it  to  us.  Written  in  a  comer  of  the  earth,  among  an 
obscure  people,  the  older  part  was  in  a  language  little  used  by 
men,  and  scarcely  known  outside  of  Palestine.  The  conquests 
of  Alexander  and  his  successors  drove  the  Jews  westward,  and 
at  Alexandria  their  Scriptures  were  at  once  translated  into 
Greek,  the  language  of  science,  philosophy,  learning,  the  common 
tongue  of  great  peoples.  In  this  widely  diffused  language,  the 
New  Testament  was  written  by  men  born  to  another  kind  of 
speech.  The  Roman  supplanted  the  Greek,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  results  of  the  change  was  the  translation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures into  Latin,  then  becoming  more  and  more  the  voice  of  the 
world.  God  was  speaking  more  loudly  to  men.  In  due  time 
came  the  Reformation  to  set  the  light  upon  a  candlestick,  and 
those  happy  thoughts  of  men  by  which  its  brightness  could  be 
magnified,  and  its  rays  sent  across  the  seas.  At  length,  from 
these  shores,  then  trodden  by  savage  feet,  the  light  is  streaming 
back  to  Italy  and  Greece  and  Jerusalem  ;  and  with  earnest 
hearts  to  love  it  and  living  hands  to  speed  it  on  its  heavenly 
mission,  "  The  Word  of  God  is  not  bound."  The  Bible  is  God's 
gifl  to  men. 

Looking  at  the  Bible  in  its  inherent  character,  or  at  its 
position  and  influence  iu  the  world,  it  ranks  worthily  amono' 
the  best  wo^ks  of  God.  The  Book  is  like  the  Author.  It  is 
an  unfolding  of  his  being  and  purposes  and  commands  ;  the 
rule  of  our  faith,  the  rule  of  our  practice.  Our  very  conception 
of  the  character  of  God  is  a  witness  to  the  divine  origin  of  the 
Bible.  We  call  Him  "  Our  Father."  And  surely  a  Father  will 
hold  intercourse  with  his  children.     If  He  casts  us  off  at  our 
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birth,  then  we  are  orphans.  If  hb  care  for  us  is  only  general, 
working  out  results  through  some  system  of  moral  machinery, 
He  may  be  wise  and  good,  but  we  should  not  think  Him  fatherly. 
We  are  taught  by  Him  who  knew  God  best  to  speak  to  Him, 
saying  ^'  Our  Father."  Shall  all  the  speaking  be  on  our  part  ? 
We  can  hardly  overestimate  the  nearness  of  God  to  us,  as 
Christ,  his  Son,  has  revealed  Him.  Instinctively  and  obediently 
we  address  Him  who  is  before  us  and  behind  us,  and  who  know- 
eth  all  our  ways.  And  untaught  we  should  believe  that  He  will 
hear  and  answer.  The  heathen  expect  a  response  when  they 
listen  at  their  sacred  oracles.  The  external  world  does  not 
touch  us  closely  enough  to  make  God  known  in  his  holiness  and 
his  will.  Spirit  moves  upon  spirit,  the  divine  upon  the  human  ; 
but  we  need  something  universal,  definite,  tangible;  to  be 
studied,  preserved,  transmitted.  To  make  a  separate  and  per- 
fect revelation  of  Himself  to  each  one  of  the  millions  of  men  is 
indeed  possible  with  God.  But  it  is  not  like  Him.  He  makes 
men  his  ministers,  and  requires  us  to  work  for  ourselves  and 
for  others.  So  was  it  with  our  Lord,  who  let  men  bring  the 
water  he  would  make  wine,  and  roll  the  stone  from  the  door  out 
of  which  life  was  to  issue  at  his  word.  It  was  simple  and  natural 
for  God  to  disclose  Himself  and  declare  his  counsel  to  a  few 
men  chosen  for  the  office,  and  through  them  to  make  Himself 
known  to  all^  to  the  latest  generation.  To  his  disciples  our 
Lord  gave  the  few  loaves,  and  they  fed  the  multitude.  '^  There 
is  a  spirit  in  man,  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth 
him  understanding."  God  has  ordained  that  we  shall  hold 
communication  with  one  another  by  words,  and  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  He  will  come  to  us  with  words  spoken  by  men 
whom  He  has  instructed.  If  words  were  needed  in  Paradise, 
when  man  was  innocent,  they  are  more  needed  out  of  it  when 
man  is  erring  and  guilty.  And  because  God  speaks  to  us  by 
the  men  He  has  ordained,  we  can  have  a  sure  word  of  prophecy, 
and  can  repeat  it  to  those  who  have  not  heard  it,  even  ourselves 
speaking  with  authority  and  not  as  the  scribes. 

The  Bible  has  this  presumption  in  its  favor,  that  God  would 
naturally  give  to  the  world  a  revelation  in  the  words  by  which 
He  bids  us  reveal  ourselves,  and  that  no  other  book  is  for  a  mo- 
ment to  be  thought  of  as  such  a  revelation.     We  need  a  plain 
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Utterance  of  God,  which  we  can  hear  and  repeat.  The  heavens 
declare  his  glory.  But  what  is  to  declare  his  grace  ?  It  is 
grand,  but  it  is  not  enough,  for  Jehovah  to  syllable  his  thoughts 
in  mountains,  or  print  them  in  fields  and  streams,  or  paint  them 
along  the  sky.  The  contrite  heart  looks  up  to  the  guardian 
hills,  and  gazes  into  the  brilliant  depths,  and  still  unsatisfied 
utters  its  longing  cry,  "  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?  "  Who 
shall  answer?  God,  who  alone  can  save.  God,  speaking 
through  Moses  and  the  prophets ;  more  plainly  through  Apos- 
tles who  take  the  truth  in  words  from  the  lips  of  the  speaking 
Christ,  and  ^x  them  to  the  enduring  page,  and  give  them  to  the 
Church  with  this  command  shining  among  the  promises,  ^^  Go, 
teach  all  nations.''  And  thus  does  the  line  of  God's  truth  go 
out  through  all  the  earth,  and  unto  the  end  of  the  world  his 
words.  Is  it  not  because  we  have  The  Book,  that  we  know  God 
better  than  nations  which  in  other  respects  have  been  as  highly 
favored  ?  Was  it  not  a  Gospel  of  words  which  under  the  work- 
ing of  the  Divine  Spirit  brought  our  heathen  ancestors  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  God  we  worship  ?  A  Gospel  of  words,  words 
of  love,  pardon,  salvation,  holiness,  spoken  by  living  men,  read 
from  the  printed  page,  obeyed  in  the  heart  and  life,  is  working 
out  the  deliverance  of  the  world.  *^  Faith  cometh  by  hearing, 
and  hearing  by  the  Word  of  God." 

See  the  fatherly  element  also  in  the  repetitions  of  the  Bible. 
In  this  it  is  like  no  other  book.  What  we  should  condemn  in 
another  book  is  one  of  the  marked  excellencies  of  this.  A  reve- 
lation might  have  been  made  in  a  few  sentences,  the  truths 
condensed  into  a  few  leading  points,  long  chapters  reduced  to 
apothegms  and  epigrams.  Why  is  not  the  Bible  as  small  as  an 
ordinary  Tract  to  be  committed  to  memory  in  an  hour  ?  God 
would  have  been  good  even  then.  But  what  father  thus  instructs 
his  children  ?  Here  God's  will  is  declared  in  set  form,  in 
parable,  in  living  illustration.  His  promises  are  made,  repeated, 
exhibited  in  the  real  lives  of  men.  His  comfort  is  seen  in  gentle 
words,  and  in  the  hearts  which  are  blessed  with  its  consolation. 
The  time  would  fail  us  to  tell  the  instances  which  God  recounts 
of  the  working  of  faith  alone.  It  is  line  upon  line,  precept  upon 
precept,  here  a  little  and  there  a  little,  even  as  it,  is  between 
father  and  child.  There  are  single  verses  which  are  worth 
more  than  all  the  other  books  which  have  been  written.     Our 
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own  Bible  House,  with  all  its  toiling  presses,  and  its  expendi- 
ture of  time  and  money,  would  have  paid  for  itself  long  ago  had 
it  done  nothing  else  than  repeat  in  the  ears  of  sinful  men  the 
words  of  penitence  which  sent  a  publican  down  to  his  house 
justified.  It  is  worth  all  the  expense  many  times  over  to  have 
the  world  taught  by  a  single  verse,  that  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  He  gave  his  Son.  Yet  these  are  but  a  few  of  many  ines- 
timable, indispensable  truths  repeated,  illustrated,  enforced,  that 
all  may  read  and  know.     It  is  a  father's  kindness. 

Mark,  also,  the  whole  tone  of  the  Scriptures.  The  morality 
they  inculcate  is  worthy  of  their  divine  and  paternal  origin. 
The  precepts  are  unfolded  out  of  one,  "  Be  ye  perfect,  as  your 
Father  is  perfect,"  and  they  are  alike  for  all  his  children.  They 
do  not  bend  like  the  Lesbian  rule,  but  are  firm  as  tables  of  stone. 
Yet  there  is  a  condescension  to  our  infirmities.  There  is  little  of 
bald  command.  Even  the  Law  of  Sinai,  with  its  awful  majesty, 
puts  argument  before  statute.  The  remembrance  of  mercy 
prepares  the  way  for  authoritative  precept.  The  sermon  on  the 
mount,  more  strict  than  the  Decalogue,  begins  with  the  Beati- 
tudes.    It  is  Father  and  God :  Saviour  and  Lord. 

The  Book  is  for  all  the  children.  Though  written  by  Jews,  it 
is  for  the  world.  With  frequent  reference  to  the  wants  and 
habits  of  one  nation,  its  instruction  suits  itself  to  all  lands. 
Who  thinks  when  he  reads  the  Psalms  that  they  formed  a  part 
of  a  strange,  ceremonial  worship,  or  that  the  Epistles  were 
addressed  to  churches  which  have  passed  away?  God  is  the 
Father  of  man.  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  Man.  The  Bible  is  given 
to  man.  As  the  child  is  to  come  instinctively  to  his  Father  for 
counsel  and  command,  so  are  men  everywhere  to  draw  near  to 
God,  and  to  hear  in  his  holy  word  a  Father's  voice.  Hither  let 
us  bring  our  minds  to  be  instructed,  our  hearts  to  be  sanctified, 
our  will  to  be  controlled :  finding  the  Lord's  precept,  and  the 
Lord's  promise  where  we  find  the  Lord's  prayer.  We  are  to  use 
this  Gift,  and  to  send  it  wherever  our  Father's  children  have 
their  home.  If  they  and  we  are  hearers  of  the  word,  doers  of 
the  word  and  not  hearers  only,  letting  a  faithful  childhood 
answer  to  a  true  fatherhood,  we  shall  come  to  say  with  David, 
**  O  how  love  I  thy  law ! "  "  How  sweet  are  thy  words  unto 
my  taste."  "  The  entrance  of  thy  word  giveth  light ;  it  giveth 
understanding  unto  the  simple." 
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The  Beport  of  the  Trustees  was  then  accepted,  and  the 
public  services  were  closed  by  a  doxologj,  and  the  benedic- 
tion by  Bishop  Eastburn. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  speakers  for  their  Addresses, 
and  a  copy  of  the  same  requested  for  publication,  when  the 
Society  adjourned. 


CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY  FORMED, 

PREVIOUS  TO  rrs  incorporation. 

JuLr  13,  1809. — The  Hpn.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
▼iz : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
les^  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum ;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  snm  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
being  obliged  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OP  INCORPORATION. 

COMMOirW^ALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Ten.    An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

WkertaSy  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together  with 
many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed  themselves 
into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  contri- 
bution, to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  for  distribu- 
tion among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State  and  elsewhere, 
who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  con- 
veniently supplied  without  the  aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order 
that  the  pious  and  laudable  objects  of  said  Society  may  be  better 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively 
diffused,  they  have,  by  their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. 

Sec.  1.  Be  U  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreaentO' 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  authority  of  the  same,  That 
William  Phillips,  Esquire,  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  f^ckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James  Preeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalct 
Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bald- 
win, D.  D.,  the  Hon.  William  Drown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon. 
Isaac  Parker,  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd, 
Esq.,  Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Esquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together  with 
those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  associate  with  them 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  incorporated  into 
a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  William  Phillips,  and 
others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain  a  body 
corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  may  have  a  seal  which  they  may  alter  at  pleasure ;  and 
the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and  receiving  from  any 
persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  purposes  of  this  institution  any 
grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise, 
and  donations,  bequests,  and  subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property 
to  be  used  and  improved  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
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Sec.  S.  Be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any  real  estate  other 
than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid,  provided  the  value  of  the 
whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may  sue  and  be 
sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint  an  agent  or  agents 
to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of  substitution. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may  choose  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  Trustees,  and  such 
other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may  make  and  establish  such 
rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary  ;  provided  the 
same  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  or  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Sec  6.  Be  it  further  enaded.  That  William  Phillips,  Esq.,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  the  first  meeting 
of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said  Society  may  appoint  the 
time  and  place  of  their  annual  and  other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of 
notifying  the  same :  may  choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe 
their  duty,  and  may  vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may 
be  determined  by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  such 
powers,  conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. — ^provtd  by  the  Governor,  February  15, 1810. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Sixtj-five.    An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreaentaUves,  in  (Seneral 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  asfoUows : 

Sec  1.  The  Corporation  heretofore  established  by  the  name  of 
The  Bible  Societt  op  Massachusetts,  shall  hereafter  be  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  and  by  that 
name  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  its  rights  and  privileges  and  be 
subject  to  all  its  liabiilties  and  obligations  to- the  same  extent  as  if  its 
name  had  not  been  changed. 

Sec  2.  The  said  Society  may  publish,  procure,  purchase,  circu- 
late and  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  any  other  than  the  Eng- 
lish language,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  they  are 
now  authorized  by  law  to  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  any  thing 
in  the  Act  incorporating  the  said  Society  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.— Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  27,  18t35. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    I. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  **  the  raising  a  fund  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  effect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
80  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    lY. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrolled  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    T. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  fourteen 
Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Treasurer,  and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
taries and  Treasurer,  shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the 
recording  officer  of  that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  t)ie  Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  al 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  b6  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE  iz. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trustees,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  they  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencie?,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them  ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Committees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository,  annually,  the  value  of  one  dollar  in  Bibles 
and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current^  not  fur  past  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


BT  THE  PAYMENT  OF  TWBMTT   DOLLARS   AND   UFWA&D8. 


Abbe,  Rev.  Frederick  R.,  ^bington. 

Abbe,  Mri.  Frederick  R.         ** 

Abbot,  Chariot  H.^  Lowell, 

Abbott,  Rev.  Jacob  J.,    Ymrmoutkf  Me, 

Abom,  John  6.,  fVakufiM. 

AdaiDi,  Elizabeth  W.,  Darry,  JV.  H. 

Adami,  John  Clark,  Hopkintan. 

*Adaini,  John  duincy,  Qatacy. 

Adami,  Nehemiah,  D.  D.,  BoetotL 

Adami,  Stephen,  ffest  Medwaf. 

Adkini,  Miea  Mary  J.,  South  DeerJUU, 

*Albree,  John,  Boston, 

*Albro,  John  A.,  D.  D.,  Cambridge, 

Albro,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.       " 

Albro,  Mill  Annie  E.  « 

Alden,  Altnim  S.  C,  Foxboro', 

Alden,  RutwII,  Campello, 

Alden,  Miii  Sarah  B.,  Randolph, 

Alden,  Miii  Snian,  ** 

Aldrich,  Mri.  Mary  B.,  fFestboro*. 

Allen,  Rot.  Nathaniel  G.,  fVrentham. 

Allen,  Richard  H.,  Braintre$. 

Amei,  Jamei  8.,  Haverhill, 

Andrews,  Artemas  F.,  Fitehbnrg, 

Andrew!,  C.  L.,  Boston. 

Andrews,  Stephen,  OUmeestar, 

Andrews,  W.  T.,  Boston, 

Andrews,  Thooaai  E.,  HoUitton. 

Andrews,  Walter  H.,  WhitinniXU, 

*Appleton,  Samuel,  Boston, 

*Appleton,  William,    ** 

Archibald,  Edward,  Msthutn, 

ArmM,  Mtsa  Clara  A.,  Campello, 

Arnold,  Soaan  O.,  Braintree. 

Atwood,  Mrs.  Abby,  Chaiham, 

Atwood,  Mrs.  EUsabeth  M.,        ** 

Atwood,  John  W.,  JVertA  Bridgewator, 

Babcock,  Mra.  Nancy,  Boston. 

Babcock,  Re^.  William  R.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Babeon,  Miss  Maria  R.,  Oloneeslor. 

Bachelor,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  fVhitiHSviUe. 

Bacon,  Jacob,  OUmtester, 

Bacon,  Rev.  James  M.,  Essex. 

Bacon,  Joseph  N.,  M'swton. 

Backus,  Rev.  Joseph  W.,  Thomaston,  CL 

Baker,  Mrs.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  Dorchester, 


Baker,  Francis,   Peabodf, 

Baker,  Sutan  S.,        " 

Baldwin,  Miis  Joeephiuo  L.,  Ljfnn. 

Ball,  Miss  Elizabeth,  Concord, 

Barber,  Martin,  Shfrbom. 

Barber,  Sally  C,       ** 

Barbour,  Rev.  William  Bi.,  Peahodf, 

Barbour,  Mri.  Eliza  A.  « 

*BardweII,  Lieuu  Charloe  S.,  Whatelf* 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brighton. 

Barnard,  William  F.,  Marlboro.* 

•Barnes,  William,  " 

Barnes,  Zilpah,  Henniker^  JV.  EL 

Barrett,  Nathan  H.,  Cotuord. 

Barrett,  Miss  Rebecca  M.        ** 

Bartlett,  Rev.  Edward  O.,  Providome,  R.  I. 

Bartlett,  Mrs.  Eleanor  C,  PlfmomUL 

Bartlett,  Thomas,  Boston. 

Basiett,  Henry,  JVewfon. 

Baasett,  Mrs.  Lucratia  C,  Chariamont. 

Batehelor,  Miss  Frances  A.,  WhitinoviOa, 

Batchelder,  John  M.,  HoUioton. 

Batehelor,  Stephen  F.,  fThitinsvUU, 

*  Bay  ley,  Robert,  Mwbwri^ort, 

Beal,  Alexander,  Boston, 

Beat,  Mri.  Louisa,  CohasooL 

Bfrals,  Isaac  N.,  (^mpeUo, 

*Beane,  Rev.  Samuel,  Morton. 

Bearse,  Isaac,  JVoficA. 

Bearse,  Miss  Olive  H.,  ConireviUa, 

Beebe,  James  M.,  Boston, 

Beebe,  Mrs.  James  M.         ** 

•Beebe,  Charles  E.  « 

Beebe,  Frances  L.  ** 

Beebe,  Edward  P.  " 

Beebe,  Emily  B.  *< 

Beebe,  Mary  L.  ** 

Beecher,  Rev.  William  H.,  JV^  Braal^fUld. 

Belden,  Mrs.  Marianne  F^  Hlkmtaljf, 

Belknap,  Miss  Martha  H,  M^wninghmm, 

Benson,  Frederick  A.,  Newton, 

Blanchard,  Miss  Frances  C.,  Orotou. 

Bliss,  Rev.  Charles  R.,  WaktJieUL 

Bliss,  Mrs.  Charim  R.  ** 

Blodgett,  Benjamin  C,  M'owton, 

Blodf  ett,  Simeon^  South  DotrJUld, 
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Blood,  Gyros  W.,  Winckuinr. 

Blood,  Ljman,  Qroion. 

Bodwell,  Rev.  Joseph  C,  H^rtfordy  Comn, 

Bodwell,  Mn.  Catharine,        ** 

■*Bond,  George,  Boston. 

Bowen,  Luke  K.  ** 

Bowera,  Mm.  Cara  H.,  Beaton. 

*Brackett,  James,  Quiiiey. 

Braekett,  Lemuel,     ** 

*Braman,  Rev.  Isaac,  Oeorgeiown. 

Brandenberg,  Oliver  C.  W.,  S.Framci*co,CaL 

Braot,  Aaron,  Wak^tld. 

Breed,  Rev.  William  J.,  Aaf aJUai. 

Brewer,  Cyrus,  Dorekesttr. 

Brewer,  Mrs.  C.  F.,  Boston* 

Brewer,  John  R.  '* 

Brickett,  Franklin,  HavtrkUL 

Bciggs,  Miss  Catharine  Clark,  fVenkam, 

Briggt,  Rev.  William  T.,  Eart,  Douglma, 

Briggs,  Mrs.  Abbj  L.,  ** 

*Bromfield,  Eliiabeth,  Boston, 

*Brooks,  Peter  C.  " 

Brooks,  Peter  C.  ** 

Brown,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.     ** 

Brown,  Joseph,  Oroton. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Mary  O.,  HaverkiU. 

Brown,  Robert  K.,  H'hitinsvills. 

Bryant,  Solon,  *< 

Bocklin,  Simon  S.,  Brookline, 

Bnlkley,  Mrs.  C.  P.,  Plattsburgk^  If,  T, 

Ballard,  Mrs.  John,  Jr.,  Mtdwaf. 

Burge,  Lorenso,  Boston* 

Bomham,  Robert  W.,  Esstx. 

Burr,  Charles  C,  ^ubumdaU. 

Borrage,  J.  C,  Boston. 

BurritI,  Henry,  Jr.,  East  JIHngton. 

Bnsh,  Henry  J.,  WestJUld. 

Bushby,  Sophia  W.,  Peabody. 

Butler,  Rev.  Daniel,  Boston. 

Butler,  Mrs.  Jane  D.      ** 

Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  JSrUngton., 

Cady,  Mrs.  Harriet  S.  " 

Caldwell,  Rev.  W  £.,  Hfmnnis 

Capen,  Mrs.  Charles,  Framingkmn. 

Capron,  Laura  A.  W.,  Uzkridgs, 

Capron,  William  C,         ** 

Carleton,  George  H.,  HavtrkUL 

Carpenter,  Rev.  Carlos  C,  Ckatanooga^  Tsrau 

Carpenter,  Catharine  £.,  Foxhoro''. 

Carpenter,  Daniel, 

Carpenter,  Edson, 

Carr,  JohnC,  Wut^owkmrji. 

Carrier,  Rev.  Augustas  H.^MinMsapoHsyMin. 

Carruthers,  Rev.  William,  Daxtsrs, 

Carter,  EUlward,  Andovtr. 

Carter,  Joshua  T.,  fV kitinsvUlo. 

Gary,  George  C,  A*.  Bridgtwatsr. 

Cary,  Mis.  Mary  D.,  Foxbane. 
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Case,  Mrs.  Mary  Olive,  ffrooikffa,  JV.  T. 

Chamberlin,  John,  fVkUinsviUo. 

Chandler,  Miss  Frances  E.,  Jindntr, 

Chandler,  H.  H.,  CkarUslown. 

Chapin,  Caleb  T.,  M'ortkbitro\ 

Chapin,  Josiah  L.,  Lmwrenes* 

(Jhapin,  Marcus,  Monson, 

Chapin,  Miss  Sarah,  WkUinsviUe. 

Chapman,  George  H.,  fVinckester. 

Chase,  Ann  Maria,  HaverkiU. 

Chase,  Charles  W.,       *« 

Chase,  David  B.„  ft^kUinsviOe* 

Chase,  George  S.,  HaverkiU. 

Chase,  Hosekiah,  Lynn. 

Chase,  Robert,  HavtrkiU. 

Chcever  Ira,  Ckslsoa. 

Child,  Miss  Anna  6.,  Spring/Uid. 

Child,  George  H.,  SprimgJisU,  O. 

Child,  Miss  Lucy,  Tkttford,  Vt. 

Chllds,  Carlos,  ir«aai*«r,  If.  H. 

Chi  Ids,  Horace,  *« 

Choate,  David,  M.  D.,  SaUm. 

*Clap,  James,  Doreksster. 

Clap,  Mrs.  Rebeccai,  Boston. 

Clapp,  James  B. 

Clapp,  John  C. 

Clapp,  Samuel,  Foxborougk. 

Clark,  Rev.  Edward  L.,  AVw  Haven,  Ct. 

Clark,  Elbridge,  East  Msdway. 

Clark,  George,  Concord, 

Clark,  James  0.,  Jindover. 

Clark,  John  L.,     ** 

Clark,  Jonathan,  Wintkesttr. 

Clark,  Rev.  Joseph  B.,  Yarmonik. 

Clark,  Rev.  L.  F.,     WkitinoviUs, 

Clark,  Mrs.  Miranda  D.,  Boston. 

Clark,  Miss  Nelly,  Skorbom. 

Clark,  Oliver  R.,  Wineksstsr. 

Clark,  Rev.  P.  K.,  Wsst  Sfringfidd. 

Clark,  Rowse  R.,  WkitinsviU: 

Clark,  Rufus  W.,  D.  D.,  Albany^  If.  Y, 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Adellxa  H.,  Medioay. 

Claike,  Rev.  Doras,  fFaltkam. 

Clarke,  Francis,  HavtrkUL 

Clarke,  George  E.,  Falwumtk. 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Sarah  L.,  Boston. 

Clary,  Mrs.  S.  &,  fVarskam. 

Cleavclond,  Waldo,  Soutk  DtorJMd. 

ClUTord,  Wyatt  B.,  Ckatkam. 

Clough,  John  K.,  Camkridgt. 

Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  Ifswton  Corutr. 

Cobb,  Jacob,  Akington. 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Spring/Md,  VL 

*Cobb,  Richard,  Boston. 

•Codman,  Charles  R.  *• 

Codman,  Mrs.  Catharine,  " 

Coggin,  Rev.  William  S.,  Boxford, 

Cogswell,  Ooftoe,  Brm^fffrd, 
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Colbj,  Albert,  Bottn, 

Colby,  Barak,  Utunikert  JV*.  H. 

Cole,  Am,  fFest  Medtoaf. 

Cule,  Mill  £lla  A.,  Mtd wmf. 

Cute,  John  A.,  ** 

Conant,  Charlei  E.,  fViitckestgr* 

Conn,  Horace,  IVubmm. 

Cook,  Afa,  Aliietom. 

Cook,  Henry  A.,  fVkUinniUt, 

Cook,  Mra.  Maria  R.,  Uxhridg: 

Cook,  J.  8allivan,  WkUinsvUle. 

Coolejr,  Mrs.  OliTe  P  ,  CkarUmanL 

Cooliclge,  Rev.  Amoi  H.,  Leieestir, 

Coolidf  e,  Joiieph,  Botion. 

Coolidgn,  Lowell,     Skerborn, 

Coulidj^e,  Mrs.  Catharine,  *' 

Copp,  Joseph  A.,  D.  D.,  ChcUi*. 

Copp,  Mra.  Fedora  F.  " 

Cord  ley,  Mra.  Lydia  O.,  Lmwrtnce, 

Cuuaen*,  Beulah  F.,  ^ewtim  CaaXre. 

Cowdrey,  Robert,  ffinekester, 

CiafU,  Mr*.  Surah  P.,  M'tvton. 

Crawford,  Ellen  A.,  Bmrrt, 

Crittenden,  Miii  Rebeoa  S.,  Ckarl§wio»U 

Ciittenden,  Simeon,  " 

Crockett,  Mra.  Elisa,  HaverkUl. 

Cro«by,  Mra.  Eleanor  L.,  CentrtniUt. 

l/rotby,  Jaroei,  BoMan, 

Croaby,  Mra.  Rebecca,    ** 

Cruickfhanki,  Mri.  Anna  M.,  ^tnctr, 

Cruiokihanki,  Mim  Mary,  ** 

Cruikihanki,  George,  St.  Juknskurff  FL 

Cuminfi,  Charlai,  Harvard, 

Carrier,  Rav.  Albeit  H.,  Lynn. 

Curtis,  Abner,  East  Jtbington, 

Cuihman,  George  H.,  AVrtA  Bridgtwmter. 

Coihman,  Mrs.  Rachel  B.  ** 

Cushman,  Joseph  I.,  A'e»  Brmintrtt. 

Cutter,  Stephen,  ffinckutsr. 

Cotter,  Stephen  H.        ** 

Dakio,  Thomas  L.,  Sudbmrf. 

Dame,  Henry,  P»mb»dy, 

Damon,  Albert  P.,  ReatUng, 

Damon,  Mrs.  Edward  C,  Concord, 

*Dana,  Samuel,  BoaUn. 

Dana,  Charles  B.,  Broaklina. 

Dane,  John,  ** 

Dane,  John  H.  ** 

Daniell,  Mrs.  Eliaa  B.,  £Mt  Medwmf, 

Daniell,  Otis,  Btfn, 

Daniels,  Elijah  B.,  East  Msdwof, 

DnnieU,  Mrs.  Mariam  W.  ** 

Davis,  Airrwl  N.,  JV.  WilmingUm, 

Davi<i,  Alvah  M.,  firnvtrkill. 

Davis,  Henry  L.,  Bradford, 

Davis,  James,  Buatsn, 

Davis,  John,  M^kasn, 

Davis,  John,  SsmsratiU, 


Daris,  Lydia  K.,  DwutakU, 

Davis,  Mim  .Mary  H.,  Concord. 

Davis,  Rev.  Per  ley  B.,  //ftf«  Park, 

Davis,  Thaiideus  Uriah,  Dunstabls. 

Davison,  George  VV.,  WkUinsvWs, 

Dawes,  Rev.  Ebeneser,  Digktsn, 

Day,  Robert  L.,  Newton. 

Dean.  Miss  Abbie  T.,  FosAoro'. 

Denham,  Rev.  George,  Ckelssa, 

Denham,  Mrs.  Clara  D.    ** 

Diekerman,  Rev.  Lysander,  fFsj/msmtk. 

Dickson,  Oliver,         SeMsrvUU. 

Dickson,  Mra.  Sarah  E»,      " 

Dix,  Mra.  Elijah,  Boston, 

Dix,  Samuel  F.,  JWiotoa. 

Doane,  Heman  S.,  Ckaricsteicn. 

Dodd,  Rev.  Stephen  G.,  Midd'skoro; 

D«idge,  Rev.  John,  JSTorik  Brookjidd. 

Dudge,  Mrs.  Ann  S.        ** 

Dodge,  Mrs.  J  M.  C,  ./f  atfcver. 

Doggeit,  Rev.  Thos.,  Iftagara  Falls,  Jf,  T, 

Duggett,  Mra.  Frances  L.        " 

Dogxelt,  William,  " 

*Dorr,  John,  Boston. 

Dorr,  Samuel,    ** 

•Dow,Jo«iah,    " 

•Dowse,  Edward,  Dodkam, 

•Dowse,  Elisabeth  R.  L.,  Sksrksm, 

Dudley,  P.  VV.,  WkUinsoillc 

Dudley,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.      ** 

Dunham,  Charles  H.,  fFincksaUr. 

Dunham,  Mrs.  Mary  L.,         " 

Dunlap,  Sumner,  SoiUk  DsorJUld, 

Dunton,  Hiram  P.,  Spencer, 

Dunn,  Edward  H.,  Boston. 

Durgin,  James,  fVost  AViotery. 

Dutch,  Eliaabeth,  BosUm. 

Dyer,  Rev.  E.  Porter,  Skrewskury, 

Dyer,  Mrs.  Maria  D.,  Qlomcestsr. 

Eager,  William,  Boston. 

Eames,  Mra  Nanry,  Sksrkorn, 

Eames,  Warren,  Wilmington. 

Eastburn,  Ru  Rev.  Manion,  D.  D.,  Besten. 

Eatun,  Mra.  Ann  E.,  Wak^fiM. 

Eaton,  Eben,  Fromingkam. 

Eaton,  EdwanI,  Medtoa^, 

Eaton,  Mills  Martha  W.,  FUckkurg. 

Buton,  William,  Boston, 

Eaton,  William  J.,  IVoslkoro\ 
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Munioe,  Mist  Mary,  Concord, 
Murray,  Rav.  Jaotes  O.,  Aim  York  CUf. 
Murray,  Mrs.  Julia  R.  *< 

Nasoo,  Rev.  Charles,  WoUJUoL 
Naeon,  Rev.  Eliaa,  Exoter,  A*.  J7. 
Needham,  Lucy  M.,  Altw  Braintraa. 
Needham,  Mra.  Mary  P.,  Pcakodf. 
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NoreioM»  Mra.  Josiab,  ** 


Norton,  Rev.  Edward,  Montagus. 
Nourte,  B.  Alden,  fVsstkoro*. 
Noorte,  Daniel,  fVtt  Jtodwmf. 
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Phillips,  Mrs.  Sally,     " 

•Phillips,  William,       " 

Pickard,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  Oroteland. 

Pickering,  Henry  W.,  Boston. 

•Pierce,  Rev.  Charles  H.,  Millbury, 

Pierce,  Isaac  T.,  H^hUinsviUe. 

Pierce,  Sylvester  G.,  Wineketttr. 

•Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  Medford. 

Pierson,  Rev.  Wm.  Henry,  Ipsvick. 

Pike,  John,  D.  D.,  Rnwley, 

Plumb,  Rev.  Albert  H.,  ChoUea. 

Plumb,  Joseph  Dart,  ** 

Plum«r,  Mrs.  Martha  H.,  Rowley. 

Plummer,  Israel,  fFkitinsvilU, 

Pogoe,  Mrs.  Joseph,  Or^fUtn, 

Pollard,  Joseph  O.,  fVoburtL 

PoUock,  Miss  Emma  A.,  W kitintviU§. 

Pond,  Almira  W.,  South  Maiden. 

Pond,  John  P.,  Boston. 

Pood,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Medwajf. 

Pood,  William  E.,  Wrentham. 

Pool,  Solomon,  Olouctster, 

Poor,  Joseph,  South  Dmnven. 

Poor,  Nathan  H.      ** 

Porter,  Samuel  8.,  fVimehester. 

Pratt,  Cornelius,  AbrCA  IVeymouth. 

Pratt,  Galen,  ^ortk  Bridgewater. 

Pratt,  Galen  E.         *< 

Pratt,  Rev.  Gaorge  H.,  Harvard. 

Pratt,  Norton,  Braintree. 

Pratt,  Phebe.  Skerborn. 

Pratt,  Zebuloo,  JVortA  Middlehero*. 

Prentice,  Mist  Julia,  Ort^fton. 

Prentice,  Marvel,  fFhUinniUa. 

Prrotias,  Luke,         " 

•Preeeoit,  William,  Boeian. 

•Prineai  Rav.  J.  M.,  Qevrgsitown. 


Prince,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.,  Qatacy. 

Pritchnrd,  William,  JfewburfporU 

Proctor,  Hnniy  H.,  Peabcdy. 

Pioctor,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.,  Oloueester. 

Proctor,  Sarah  A.  E.,  Peabody. 

Proctor,  Thorndike,        ** 

Puffer,  Mrs.  Josiah,  Harvard. 

Uuincy,  Thomas  D.,  Dorchester. 

Quincy,  Mrs.  J.  C.  ** 

Quincy,  Thomas  D.,  Jr.  ** 

Rankin,  Rov.  J.  Barnes,  Charlettown. 

Rankin,  Mrs.  Mary  ** 

Ray,  George  W.,  Medway  Village. 

Raymond,  Helen  S.,  Boston. 

Read,  Miss  Martha,  East  J§bington. 

Reed,  Miss  Carolina  O.,  HaverhiU, 

Reed,  Horace,  South  ^bington. 

Rice,  Mrs.  Agnes  L.,  Boston. 

Rice,  Edward,  fVayland, 

Rice,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  C,  Lawrence. 

Rico,  Mrs..  Henry  A.,  Boston, 

Rice,  Miss  M.  Augusta,  fFestboro*, 

Rich,  Rev.  Alonzo  B.,  Beverly, 

Rich,  Rev.  A.  Judson,  Westminster, 

Rich,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.,         <* 

Richards,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  Bridgeport,  CL 

Richards,  James  P.,  Campello. 

Richardson,  Benjamin  P.,  Boston, 

Richardson,  John  W.,  Medway. 

Richardson,  Luther,  Winchester. 

Richardson,  Miss  Sarah  E.,  Concord. 

Richardson,  Sumner,  Wincheaier. 

•Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boston. 

Robbins,  Andrew,  Oroton. 

Robbins,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

•Robbins,  Edward  H.  ** 

Roberts,  Rev.  Jacob,  East  Medway. 

Roberts,  Mrt.  Mary  A.        .   ** 

Roberts,  Mrs.  Ruth,  Manchester, 

Robertson,  James,  PeaJbody. 

Robinson,  Charles  W.,  JiubmmdaU, 

Robinson,  H.  W.,  J^arth  Bridgewater, 

Robinson,  Rev.  Reuben  T.,  Winehestor. 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Clara  A.        " 

Rock  wood,  John,  Oroton. 

Rockwood,  Miss  Polly  8.,  JisMand. 

•Rogers,  George,  Boston. 

Rogers,  George  L.,  ^ewburyporL 

Rogers,  Shubael  O.,         Boston, 

•Rogers,  Rev.  William  M.      •« 

Russell,  Sarah  J.,  Framingham, 

Ryder,  Marietta,  Chatham. 

Safford,  Rev.  Gaorge  B.,  BurlingUm,  FlL 

•Salisbury,  Samuel,  Boston, 

Baoford,  Mrt.  Adeline  D.,  Medway  Village, 

Sanger,  Edward  6.,  CamMdgeport, 

Sargeaot,  Jamet  O.,  Oakham, 

Sargant,  Edmund,  Weat  Jimaeimry, 


u 


iDt,  LusiDi  H.,  Bmu%. 
N,  Mr*-  Bphriim,  Onlt^ 


SiHlilan,  B*>.  Lulher  B.,  JmauttrtK-y-J 
Bhchlofl,  Hn.SanhFI.  " 

Bhaphtid,  Thonu,  WimilUmitM, 
Bhiorich,  Hiu  M>ii>  L..  C*-|HII(. 


enill,  Nil.  Fiddii  Fdiui,  XtUtern, 

Smiih.  Mn.  Abb}  F^  Cmugr^ 

Bmall,  Mtf.  Suoinsi,  Aiwo*  CiUn, 

Balth,  AllwtW.,        Bum. 

BmiUi,  Mil.  LucfJonn,     ■■ 

Bniih.  J«l.  iVJiiiiHJiiLli. 

Halth,  Rn.  EdnnI  P.,  ftwUt*.  •^'  '^' 

Siailh,  Mn.  Billl*  J.,  OhwcHUr. 

asiilh,  JonathBii,  frtiiiwriUt. 

Bnitb,  MaHon  M.,  B.  a.,  Mimtrk,  Jf.  J. 

Snilh,  Hn.MiuinH. 

aiiiilli,Un.MurJ.    " 

Bmtlh,  nichiid,       Pulmly. 

•Snilh,  Bimuol,  fiixui. 
Bnilb.  Mn.  Suih,  jtUt—r. 
BmtUi,  WiRH  Nn  miliiurilU. 

Bnow,  Hn.  Mirk,  CAoitan. 
BouI>,  Hwiy  H.,  Snti  ^UifWB- 

BMIh|iiM,  na>.  Rolml,  ■■ 

Bgmli|jta,  Ulu  Fnneiii  S. 

Bonllixiiih,  Hn.  Cmolioa  H.,  Mednf. 
Bgnanai.W.  B.,Sa<ui. 
BpiiDf ,  M».  Adal*  C^  miUmniOt. 
Busjr,  Albatl,  Crpittd. 


SUbMni.  Bar.  Miho  C,  SfriniJUId. 


Sumiwr,  Sit.  CIikId.  B.,  Jfeun. 
iriaiHi,  Hra.  H.  H.,  f«t«<. 
i».Kj,  Slr..r«ao«A.,i,M. 

;waIl,Sana<lW„A>.U)i>. 


Ta  ppa  n ,  Johii ,  Smub. 


Taala,  B«T.  Albin  Kh  Jlilltii. 

Tanpk, 'tliik  N.,  Jiiadiwg. 


Thaebat,  Hra.  Siuu  C,  JMIttor^. 
Thaebai,  Wlllian  T.,  ^^  Fmrk. 
Tticbar.  Buiu  «.,  Pirtitnd,  Mm. 
TbotchDF,  Mar;  L.ujio...  MUtMtr*. 
Tbiyai,  Amaaa,  JlraiiilrM. 
Ttiarar,  E.  F.  E. 


>',  I". 


ra.  LiUi, 


■thiiral,  Mn.  Jxna.  fiufx. 

ThiyBT,  i^nk  11^  BraiMrct. 
ThampHn,  Mra.  Aniiek  F.,  WtrtUat. 
Thiniipion,  Hra.  Emil;  B.,  CntorA 
Tkocnpwii,  EniMt  A.,    WtM  Amutarj. 

ThmpHD,  Hra.  Adh  ELii,  " 
TbtBpaoo,  G«tt*  B.,  jnrdt  BHdgnMUr. 

TkoapHB,  BMphin,  ffiweXil^\ 
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Thurt«>n,  Rev.  Richard  B.,  Sanford^  Cl 

Tolmnn,  Rev.  Richard,  Tewkskury, 

Tolinan,  Rev.  Samonl  H.,  tVilmiiigton. 

Torrey,  Misi  Elizabeth  L.,  Soutk  IVeymgutk. 

Torrey,  Jamei,  ^ortk  IVeymouth, 

Tra«k,  Chailes  II*,  Jr.,  Manchester. 

Tra«k,  Mm.  A.  H.  "     • 

Trash,  Lizzie  R,  OUmeeeter. 

Traak,  Samuel,  Peabody. 

Trowbridge,  Mrs.  Ata,  Brighton. 

*Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  Lebanon^  Cl. 

Tucker,  Mri.  Hannah  W.,  Dorchester. 

^Tucker,  JetM,  Milton. 

Tucker,  Mr«.  Mary  R.,  Boston. 

Tucker,  Nathan,  Milton. 

Tucker,  Mri  Nathan,   " 

Tucker,  John  A.,  Dorchester. 

Tucker,  William,  " 

Tucker,  William  VV.,  Boston. 

Turt«,  Charles,  Jlndover, 

Turner,  Mist  Alice  Montgomery,  Randolph 

Tuitle,  Miss  Maltha  E.,  Concord. 

Tuttle,  Miss  Sarah,  fVayland. 

Tuitle,  Thomas  8.,  Littleton. 

Twichell,  John  M.,  FUchburg. 

Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  Boeton. 

*Undorliill,  Rov.  John  W.,  JV.  AMshersU 

Upton,  Mrs.  Lucy,  Peabody. 

Upton,  Moses  T.,  Salem. 

Vose,  Miss  Priscilla,  Antrim,  A*.  H. 

Vose,  William  H.,  FiUhburg. 

Wadsworth,  Mrs.  Lucy,  Mi  ton. 

Wadsworth,* William,  Boston. 

Wakefield,  Miss  C,  Reading. 

Waidron,  Rav.  Daniel  W.,  East  Weymouth. 

Wales,  Erastus,  E^t  Randolph. 

Wales.  Miss  Mary  Ann,  Boston. 

Walker,  Ellen  A.,  East  Abington, 

Walker,  Miss  Frances  A.,  Haverhill 

Walker,  Rev.  Geo.  F.,  LiUle  Compton,  R.  I. 

Walker,  John  S.,  East  Medway. 

Walker,  Mrs.  John  8.    " 

Walker,  Levi,  Bridgevtatsr. 

Walker,  Moses,  BaverhUL 

Walker,  Nathaniel,  " 

Walker,  Robert  O.,  Boston. 

Walker,  William  M.,  East  Abington. 

*WalIey,  Samuel  H.,  Boston. 

Walley,  Samuel  H.        " 

Ward,  Artemas,  " 

Ward,  Rev.  James  W.,  LmkevHU. 

Ward,  Mrs.  Caroline  L.    " 

Ward,  Salem  T.,  f¥inehestsr. 

Ward,  Miss  Susan  H.,  LahsviUs. 

Warner,  John,  JVrvCon. 

Warner,  William,  South  DeerJleU.      . 

Warren,  George  W.,  Boston. 

*Warr«n,  Mn.  Diantha  A.,  Xiym*. 


*Warren,  Mrs.  Maria,  Orafton, 
*Warreo,  Nehemiah,  Stow. 
Warren,  Francis  W.    »* 
Warren,  Jonas,  " 

Warren,  Lucinda,        ** 
Warien,  William  A.,  fVinehester. 
Washburn,  William  B.,  Oreenjicld. 
Wushhurn,  Mrs.  William  B.,    ** 
Watkins,  Miss  Abby  A.,  Oloucester. 
VVeeks,  Mrs.  L.  (.^aruline,  Millington. 
Welch,  John,  Boston. 
Weld,  James,        " 
Wells,  Mrs.  Martha  D.,  ^orthboro\ 
Wcllinan,  Rev.  Jo-hua  W.,  .ATeioton. 
Wendell,  Mrs.  (Catharine,  Boston. 
Wentworth,  Albert,  Haverhill, 
Wentworth,  Lewis,  Bridgewater. 
Wheeler,  Ahijih  R  ,  East  Medway. 
Whitcomb,  Lewis,  East  Randolph. 
^Whitromb,  Reuben,        Harvard. 
♦Whitcomb,  Reuben,  Jr.         " 
Whitcomb,  Mrs    Abby  F.       " 
♦Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D.  *^ 
Whitcomb,  Miss  Mnry  M.       •* 
White,  Aaron  L.,  Medtoay. 
White,  Cornelius,  Si-vih  Randolph. 
♦White,  James,  Bo.Hen. 
While,  Joel,  Uzbridge. 
White,  Josiah,  Pettirskam. 
White,  Mrs.  Mary  C,  Phillipstrm. 
White,  Newton,  East  Randolph. 
White,  Phineas  A  ,  Hhifintville. 
White,  Thomas,  Eaet  Randifpk. 
Whitin,  Charles  P.,     JVhitinsville. 
Whitin,  Charles  E.  " 

Whitin,  Mrs.  Catharine  U.  " 
Whitin,  Edward,  '» 

Whitin,  James  F.  " 

Whitin,  Mrs.  Patience  H.   " 
Whitin,  Paul,  '« 

Whitm,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.        " 
Whitin,  Mrs.  Sarah  R.        " 
Whiting,  Iiumuel,  Oroton. 
Whitman,  Charles,  Lowell. 
Whitmarsh,  Mary,  South  Abington. 
Whitmore,  Annie  Maria,  Lynn. 
Whitney,  (.^harles  H.,  CambridgeporL 
Whitney,  Dora  S.,  Sjuth  Oroton, 
Whitney,  Frederick,  fVestminstsr. 
Whitney,  Helen  J.,  Stow. 
Whitney,  Isaac  S.,  Oloucester. 
Whitney,  Israel,  Boston. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Permelia  V.,  Petersham, 
Whitney,  Richard  D.,  Springfield. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Susanna,  Rutland. 
♦Wiggles worth,  Thomas,  Boston. 
Wilbur,  Joseph,  Tauntnu 
WIU,  Daniel,  Boston. 
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Wilder,  Hattie  W.,  St4W. 
Willcox,  Rat.  William  H.,  R§ading, 
Williams,  Rav.  Edward  F.,  ftrkUimnUU. 
Williaini,  MtM  Eiiaaboth  C,  GroUnu 
Wiliiama,  Mm  Mary  D.,  ar9e^fU^d. 
Williama,  S.  H.,  Foxboro*, 
Williami,  Thomas  S.,  JtuburndaU. 
WiUon,  R«r.  Thomas,  Slougklom. 
Wintlow,  Pelham,  East  Jibiu.gton. 
Winter,  David  Baker,  /forikbridgi. 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  BosUn, 
^Winthrop,  Thomas  L.    ** 
Withinfton,  Otis,  BrookUn$. 
Wolcott,  Mrs.  Elixabelb,  Pe^bodf. 
Wolcott,  William,  " 

Woodburj,  Simon  J.,  SmUon. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Abijab,  WuthoroK 


Wood,  Cyroi  K.,  Qatdner. 
Wood,  Eliaabelb  C,  F9xbt^9\ 
Wood,  JoMph  W.,  WkUimnm. 
Wood,  Mrs.  £.  8.  •« 

Wood,  Mrs.  Samael  F.,  Ckulmtftfrd. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Susan,  Qrotam, 
Wood,  Theodore  S.,  fre«fflUJuC«r. 
Woods,  Miss  Abbie  WheelM^,  MMnu 
Woods,  Frank  Austin,  Mtw  Brwintru, 
Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler,  BMtm. 
Woods,  Samael  H.  ** 

Woodward,  Ebeneser,  Jfitwitm, 
Woodward,  Miss  Emily,  JitnUon  U»  Falls. 
Worcester,  Miss  Sollie,  Brighton, 
•Worthington,  William,  BoH^w. 
Wyman,  Charles,  LawctuUr, 
Wyroan,  Rufus,  Roxbwry, 
Wyman,  William  G.,  FiUkhmrg. 


FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath,  to  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society,  iDcorporated  in  the  year  Eighteen  hundred  and  ten,  the 
sum  of  to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  uses 

and  purposes  of  the  Society. 


Letters  relating  to  Agencies,  or  to  the  general  interests 
and  policy  of  the  Society,  should  be  directed  to  Rev.  Daniel 
Butler,  Recording  Secretary,  15  Comhill,  Boston. 


Remittances  for  Books,  donations  from  churches  and 
individuals,  and  orders  for  Books,  should  be  addressed  to  S.  T. 
Farwsll,  Agent,  15  CornhiU,  Boston. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


•< 


<< 


<• 


Beoeipts  from  April  1, 18d7,  to  April  1, 1868. 
BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable,  Centreyille,  Congregational  Church  and  Societj, 
Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Falmouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

A  Friend, 

East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Waquoit,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Harwich,  Christian  Conyention, 

Yarmouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 


BRISTOL  COtJNTY. 

Easton,  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Mansfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**         Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Rehoboth,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Seekonk,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        • 
Taunton,  Trinity  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


<• 


4< 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Andoyer,  a  friend,  (l.  m.), 

Chapel  Congregation, 

North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     • 

Beverly,  Dane  Street  Church, 

Bradford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (This  church 

contributed  last  year  $61.11,  which  by  mistake 

was  credited  to  the  North  Church,  Hayerhill.) 

Danrers,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

<•       Maple  St.  Church  and  Society, 
Essex,  First  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.).    .        •        • 
Georgetown,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Oroyeland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Gloucester,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Hamilton,  Congregational  Chiirch  and  Society, 
Hayerhill,  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    • 


$27  28 

12  76 

27  00 
2  00 

13  00 
6  00 
2  26 

38  52 


$128 

80 

$54 

00 

13 

70 

6 

30 

12 

00 

14 

10 

62 

65 

$  152  75 

$21  15 

20  00 
86  59 

21  87 
45  12 


50  27 
48  50 
41  83 
25  85 
24  00 
15  00 
70  00 
5  45 
84  88 


4S 


<t 


<i 


M.  A. 


Haverhill,  Centre  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Mrs.  Richard  Kimball,  (I  l.  m.  a.  b.  s.) 
Rey.  Moses  Kimball,      .... 
Ipswich,  First  Church  and  Society, 

**        South  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Diwrence,  Eliot  Church  and  Society,      .         ... 

**         Lawrence  St.  Methodist  Episcopal  Ch.,  (1  l. 
Lynn,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

**      S wanton  Whitmore,  (bal.  1  l.  m.) 
Manchester,  Society  of  Rey.  E.  P.  Tenney,     . 
••  Society  of  Rey.  F.  V.  Tenney,     . 

Methuen,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Newbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Newburyport,  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  Society, 
•*  Prospect  Street  Church  and  Society, 

*•  A  Friend,  (2  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.) 

•<  Whitefield  Church, 

Salem,  Crombie  St.  Church,   .        . 
•<      Tabernacle  Church, 
**      Capt.  D.  U.  Hutchinson,     • 
(•      South  Church  and  Society, 
Topsfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  William  Elliot,  Gr$en/ield,  TV. 

Ashfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bemardston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Coleraine,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Deerfield,  South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Oill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Greenfield,  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Washburn,     . 

•(         Miss  Hannah  S.  Russell, 

Leyden,  George  Childs, 

Montague,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

"         A  Friend,  (1  l.  M.) 
Northfield,  Trinitarian  Society,       .... 
Shelbume,  Congregational  Chtirch  and  Society,  (2  l.  m. 
Shelbume  Falls,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Shutesbury,  Estate  of  Seraphina  Crossett, 
Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Whately,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.,  bal.) 


B. 


t47  75 
30  00 
2  00 
14  26 
27  90 
13  00 
8.)  21  66 
30  99 
10  00 
9  30 
16  63 
46  57 
21  00 
55  15 
87  00 
75  00 
29  81 

46  00 

47  28 
50  00 
95  05 
25  00 

$1,311  79 


) 


Deduct  Expenses, 


$17  18 

3  00 
20  36 
90  25 
10  00 
30  29 
17  06 
50  00 

1  00 
25 
23  60 
25  00 
13  35 
50  00 
23  82 

5  00 
47  10 

7  50 

434  76 
12  00 


$422  76 
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HAMPDEN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  RoDEBiCK  Burt,  Spring/ield,  TV. 

Monson,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Springfield,  Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  . 


For  Bibles, 


$751  57 


$47  00 
14  00 

$61  00 


It 


t( 


8.) 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton,  Eyangelical  Church  and  Society, 

Arlington,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Belmont,  A  Friend, 

Cambridge,  East,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

•'         E.  T 

Charlestown,  Winthrop  Church,  (3  l.  m.) 
Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
Framingham,  HoUis  Eyangelical  Church  and  Society, 
Mrs.  Theda  Garritt,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  a.) 
Saxonville,  A  Friend, 
Oroton,  Union  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)  • 

Hopkinton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society^    . 

*•  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b. 

Littleton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lowell,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Kirk  Street  Church  and  Society, 

High  Street  Church  and  Society, 

A  Friend,  (1  l.  m.  and  1  l.  d.  a.  b.  a.) 

Miss  Emily  Rogers,    .... 
Medford,  First  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society^ 
Natiok,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
<•       Wm.  L.  Coolidge,  (1  L.  m.,  a.  b«  b.)  . 

Newton,  A  Friend, 

"        West,  Mrs.  B.  C.  C.  Parker,     . 
Pepperell,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sherbom,  Female  Reading  Society, 
Shirley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, . 
Townsend,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Waltham,  Trinitarian  Congvegational  Church  and  Society, 
Wayland,  Eyangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Weet^ord,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Winchester,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  k.> 
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58  77 
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50  00 
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41  40 

20  95 

30  00 

8  25 
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75  25 

30  00 

50  00 

20  00 

24  15 

32  00 

8  75 

5  50 

46  32 

22  37 

13  50 

75  68 

$  1,489  89 
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NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Brain  tree,  Rachel  A.  Faxon, 

Dedham,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
**        South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Dorchester,  Village  Church, 

J.  F.  P.. 

**  Rey.  J.  H.  Means,        .... 

"  J.  C.  Bowker *. 

East  Randolph,  Winthrop  Church,  (1  l.  m.)  . 
Foxboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Medway,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l 
Village  Church,  (3  l.  m.,  bal.) 
West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Milton,  Mrs.  Lucy  Wadsworth,  (5  l.  m.) 
Randolph,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1 
Roxbury,  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
•<        Mrs.  Charles  Bradford,  .... 

"        Eliot  Church, 

*•        Vine  Street  Church,  Mrs.  Fifield,    . 
Sharon,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Walpole,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Weymouth  and  Braintree,  Union  Church  and  Soc,  (1 
East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
South,  Union  Church  and  Society, 
"       Society  of  Rey.  Mr.  Terry, 
North,  Pilgrim  Church  and  Society,     . 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 
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Abington,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
*<         East,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Bridgewater,  Central  Square  Church,  (I  l.  m.) 
Campello,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (4  l.  m.) 
East  Bridgewater,  Union  Church  and  Society, 
Hingham,  Erangelical  Church  and  Society,    . 
Kingston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lakeyille,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

**         An  aged  Widow,  a  gold  bead, 
Marshfield,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

*'         North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
^orth  Bridgewater,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Soc,  (I  l.  m.) 
Pljrmouth,  Mrs.  Jane  B.  Gordon,  (2  l.  m.)      . 
Wareham,  Congregational  Chnrch  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
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12  88 
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33  16 
25  00 
12  04 

$1,142  74 
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33 
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23  75 
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SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 
Boston,  Society  of  Rer.  Dr.  Aldcn,  Broadway, 

**  Kev.  Dr.  Adams;  Miss  Hannah  Hooper, 

Rev.  Dr.  Kirk»  Mount  Vernon  Church  and  Society, 

Riv.  Dr.  Hobbins.  Second  Church,     . 

Park  Street  Church  and  Society, 

A  Friend,  for  the  bemfic  of  Freedmen, 

Mr.  E.  W.  Champney, 

Baptist,       ...... 

A  Friend,  $3 ;  do.  $2.30.  . 

Annual  8ub>cription  of  Members  of  the  Society, 
Chelsea,  Winnisimmet  Church, 
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26 
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72 

57 

64 

00 

179 

49 

6 

00 

6 

00 

2 

00 
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30 

328 

38 

43 

19 

$797  19 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Fitchburg,  Calvinistic  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc  ,  (4  l.  m.  a.  b.  b  ) 
Gardner,  Congregatior  al  Church  and  Society, 
Globe  Village,  Union  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Grafton,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
*•         Saundersville,  Society  of  Kev.  J.  E.  Hall, 
Hardwick,  Bequest  of  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Marsh,    . 
Harvard,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Leominster,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  .  ' 

**  Misses  J.  S.  and  E.  A.  Thurston,         • 

Northbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 

*•  Whitinbville,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,  (12  l.  m.) 

Fhillipston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Southbridge,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Spencer,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Upton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Uxbridge,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  (3  l.  m.) 
Westboro*.  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Westminster,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Soc,  (2  l.  m. 
Winchendon,  First  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,  (1  l.  m.  a.  b.  b.) 

*•            North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Worcester,  Central  Church, 


$129  21 
65  33 

20  31 
130  00 

16  00 
6  67 
36  75 
11  25 
1  00 
40  32 
547  00 
22  82 
22  00 
28  10 
10  05 
60  00 
52  90 
52  55 
33  30 

21  50 
60  32 

$  1.367  38 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 

New  England  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal. 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  C.  Vn\  Brandenburg,  (1  l.  m.) 
South  Berwick.  Me.,  N.  C.  Hobbs,         .        •        # 
Rochester,  N.  H.,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Walpole,  K.  H.,  Bimeon  N«  l^my, 


630  11 

20  00 

5  00 

18  45 

80  00 
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A  Friend,  by  mail, 1  00 

A  Lady 50  00 

Mrs.  £.  D.  Maine, *         •         .  1  00 

Collections  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Osgood,  Distributing  Agent,  (prer. 

receiyed,  $530.12) 690  20 

$1,440  76 

COLLECTIONS. 

By  the  Rev,  E.  F.  Slaftse,  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

St.  Luke's  Churcb,  Chelsea $1113 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Dorchester 25  00 

All  Saints'  Church,  Worcester, 63  00 

Mrs.  Dr.  Fiske,  Northampton, 5  00 

Anonymous, 50 

Trinity  Church,  HaverhUl, 15  00 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Hanorer, 75  00 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Newton  Lower  Falls,       ....  32  90 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Newburyport, 35  00 

Christ  Church,  Waltham, 17  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Charlestown, 51  00 

St.  James'  Church,  North  Cambridge* 5  00 

St.  James'  Church,  Roxbury, 74  22 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Dedham, 61  75 

Emmanuel  Church,  Boston,     , 841  00 

Trinity  Church,  Boston,          .         • 593  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 594  00 

Christ  Church,  Boston, 7  54 

Trinity  Church,  Wrentham 2  25 

Church  of  the  Advent,  Boston ;  a  member,     ....  30  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain 150  00 

Episcopal  Mission  to  Seamen, 10  00 

Grace  Church,  Newton  Comer, 26  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Brookline .  175  00 

$  2,890  29 

LEGACIES. 

Medway,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Slocomb, $  900  00 

Wa^and,  Sophia  Moore,  $  100,  leas  $6  Go^'t  Tax,        .        •  94  00 

$  994  00 

Bank  Diyidends  and  Interest, 1,198  20 

Betumed  for  Books  donated,  ...•••.  2  90 

Sales, 19,544  32 
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ANNUAL    REPORT. 


The  effect  of  the  Scriptures  upon  mankind  is 
declared  in  the  Bible  to  be  analogouB  to  that 
wrought  upon  our  earth  by  the  rain.  Perhaps 
the  resemblance  is  in  no  particular  more  striking 
than  in  the  mutually  quiet  methods  of  their  ope- 
ration. The  earth  under  the  influence  of  the 
rain  puts  on  in  silence  its  new  life.  "No  trumpet 
heralds  the  swelling  of  the  buds  or  the  opening 
of  the  flowers  or  the  flowing  of  the  rivulet 

"  That  with  a  liyelier  green 
Betrays  the  secret  of  its  silent  course/* 

Precisely  thus  the  Scriptures  in  the  homes  to 
which  Christian  charity  conveys  them  do  their 
pre-ordained  work.  Pervading  and  often  hiding 
themselves  in  other  mfluences,  their  transforming 
power  is  concealed  by  the  visible  agencies  through 
which  they  work.  The  charm  of  novelty  fre- 
quently so  potent  in  benevolent  enterprises  has 
long  since  ceased  to  afford  here  its  aid,  both  as  it 
respects  the  work  we  do  and  the  field  we  occupy. 
We  are  associated  to  circulate  a  book  more  com- 
mon in  our  State  than  any  other  and  through  our 
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efforts  the  rain  comes  down  where  frequent  show- 
ers have  already  fallen  and  frequent  harvests 
waved  their  glad  response. 

And  yet  we  rejoice  that  the  dispensation  of  the 
"Word  has  been  committed  to  us,  and  that  so  good  a 
measure  of  prosperity  has  attended  us.  Assured 
on  authority  we  may  not  question  that  the  Word 
shall  not  return  void  we  gratefully  record  the  fact 
that  there  have  been  issued  from  the  Depository 
during  the  year  forty-five  thousand  and  twenty- 
seven  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  Of  this  number 
sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-seven 
were  Bibles;  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  were  Testaments;  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fourteen  copies  of  the  New 
Testament  and  Psalms,  and  six  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  seven  smaller  portions  of  the  Scriptures. 
Of  this  number  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
four  were  in  various  foreign  languages. 

The  gratuitous  issues  have  amounted  to  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  volumes,  cost- 
ing $3,383.88.  They  have  been  given  to  sea- 
men, mission  Sabbath  schools,  city  missions, 
freedmen,  public  institutions  and  public  houses, 
and  destitute  families  in  Massachusetts,  Maine, 
Vermont,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  South  Car- 
olina and  Hayti. 

The  Eev.  A.  N.  Osgood  has  been  employed 
during  the  year  in  canvassing  that  portion  of 
Essex  county  comprised  within  the  towns  of  Mar- 
blehead,  Beverly,  Ipswich,  Essex,  Manchester, 
Gloucester,  Eockport,  Peabody,  North  Andover, 


Bradford,  Haverhill,  and  the  city  of  Lynn.  He 
visited  twelve  thousand  three  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three families.  Eight  hundred  and  four  fam- 
ilies and  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  individuals 
were  found  destitute  of  the  Bible,  of  which  num- 
ber four  hundred  and  thirty-two  were  supplied. 
Fifteen  hundred  and  twenty-two  volumes  were 
sold  and  given  away. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  Dr.  C.  B. 
Beane  was  employed  to  visit  the  towns  of  Ames- 
bury,  Salisbury  and  West  N^ewbury,  and  the  city 
of  Newburyport  in  Essex  county.  In  the  prose- 
cution of  this  work  he  visited  four  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty  families,  of  whom  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  were  destitute  of  the  Scriptures. 
Of  these  ninety-six  were  supplied.  Five  hundred 
and  forty-four  volumes  were  distributed  by  sale 
or  gift.  The  work  in  !Newburyport  and  New- 
bury was  performed  under  the  direction  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  Merrimac  Bible  Society. 

We  are  happy  to  notice  a  growing  interest  in 
the  Scriptures  among  the  Romish  population  of 
our  State.  This  is  evinced  by  the  great  increase 
of  copies  of  the  Douay  Bible,  amounting  in  some 
of  the  towns  visited  to  one-fifth  of  the  number 
of  families  and  to  the  increasing  friendliness 
manifested  towards  our  distributors  and  their 
work.  In  instances  not  a  few  they  are  treated  as 
iriends  and  a  ready  ear  is  lent  to  their  words  of 
truth  and  kindness.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  any  considerable  number  of  our  people 
can  long  be  made  as  a  part  of  their  religion  to 
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exclude  the  Bible  from  their  dwellings  and  habit- 
ually violate  the  divine  command  to  search  the 
Scriptures,  The  day  surely  draws  on  when  all 
who  ajspire  to  the  Christian  name  will  keep  ^  close 
to  their  heart  and  near  their  eye '  the  inspired 
records  of  the  Christian  faith. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Slafter  has  labored  a  portion  of 
the  year  among  the  Episcopal  churches  in  the 
State.  These  labors,  now  continued  for  many 
years,  have  ever  met  with  a  kind  response  and 
have  secured  the  generous  aid  of  the  churches. 

The  income  of  the  Society,  including  a  balance 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  of  $2,048.22,  has 
been  $34,253.34.  In  donations,  annual  subscrip- 
tions and  legacies,  $12,314.96 ;  dividends  and  in- 
terest, $1,171,00;  return  for  books  donated  $6.30; 
sales  of  books,  $18,712.86.  In  addition  to  the 
amount  received  into  our  treasury  there  has  been 
sent  directly  to  the  American  Bible  Society  from 
various  portions  of  the  State  the  further  sum  of 
$12,530.59,  making  the  whole  amount  raised  in 
Massachusetts,  deducting  the  balance  for  last 
year,  $44,735.71.  The  expenditures  have  been: 
For  books,  $22,767.36;  for  General  Agent,  Dis- 
tributing Agents,  Depository  Agent  and  Assist- 
ant, paper,  printing,  rent,  fiiel  and  incidental 
expenses,  $6,425.59 ;  to  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety $3,761.33,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
of  $1,299.06. 

The  American  Bible  Society  reports  a  year  of 
unusual  prosperity,  its  receipts  amounting  to 
$731,734.73,  while  it  has  circulated  one  million 
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three  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  volumes, 
of  which  number  three  hundred  and  twentv-seven 
thousand  were  issued  in  foreign  lands,  in  fifty- 
two  languages  and  dialects,  being  a  large  advance 
over  any  preceding  year.  ^^  The  re-supply  of 
THE  WHOLE  couxTRY  with  the  Bible,  has  been 
carried  forward  with  vigor  and  success.  Within 
the  year,  four  hundred  and  seventy-four  auxiUa- 
ries  have  canvassed  their  fields  entirely  or  in 
part ;  six  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-three  families  have  been  vis- 
ited, of  which  sixty-four  thousand  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  were  found  destitute  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  thirty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  were  supplied,  besides  fifteen  thou- 
sand nme  hundred  and  thirty-nme  private  indi- 
viduals, ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  Sabbath  and  Mission  Schools." 
Its  work  is  now  re-established  in  all  the  Southern 
States  of  the  Union,  and  \'igorous  measures  are 
prosecuted  for  the  supply  of  all  the  people.  A 
very  interesting  canvas  is  also  in  progress  on 
the  Central  and  Union  Pacific  Railroads. 

Those  persons  who  have  come  to  this  meeting 
from  the  country,  could  not  fail  to  notice  the  busy 
life  pervading  fields  that  a  short  time  since  were 
silent  and  deserted  under  the  iron  reign  of  winter. 
The  various  processes  by  which  the  earth  is  pre- 
pared for  the  seed  of  the  sower,  are  being  carried 
on  actively  by  those  who  see  in  the  influences 
around  them    the   sure    promise   of   a  coming 
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harvest.  The  changes  which  a  few  weeks  have 
wrought  around  us,  fairly  represent  the  new  moral 
life  that  is  moving  over  our  world,  Austria, 
whose  name  has  long  been  a  synonyme  for  spir- 
itual despotism,  now  rejoices  in  a  free  Gospel; 
from  Yienna  and  from  Pesth  in  Hungary,  from 
"Warsaw  in  Poland,  and  from  Prague  in  Bohemia, 
for  several  years,  a  himdred  and  fifty  thousand 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  have  gone  forth,  yearly, 
to  the  people,  and  the  work  shows  no  decline. 
The  measures  once  so  effective  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  Scriptures,  have  been  faithfully  em- 
ployed, but  their  power  is  gone  in  the  rising  in- 
telligence of  the  people.  Spain,  long  the  despair  of 
the  patriot  and  Christian,  feels  the  reviving  influ- 
ence, and  wakes  to  a  new  life.  From  fifty  depots 
of  Bibles  already  established,  faithful  men  are 
distributing  the  Word,  and  many  homes  hitherto 
destitute,  each  day  rejoice  in  its  possession.  But 
the  reformation  in  Spain  is  scarcely  more  marked 
than  that  which  is  occurring  in  wide  regions  scat- 
tered over  the  world.  Indeed,  with  reference  to 
the  increasing  facilities  for  this  work,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  world  is  all  Spain.  The  changes 
taking  place  are  not  local  but  continental,  like 
those  transformations  occasioned  in  natm'e  by  the 
revolutions  of  the  seasons.  A  better  season  is 
dawning  upon  our  world.  ^^  The  winter  is  past; 
the  rain  is  over  and  gone;  the  flowers  appear  on 
the  earth;  the  time  of  the  singing  of  birds  is 
come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our 
land.'' 
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Assured  that  the  Scriptures  are  given  by  inspi- 
ration of  God,  and  that  their  possession  is  of  the 
last  importance  to  all  men,  humanity  and  religion 
alike  urge  us  to  increased  diligence  in  our  especial 
work.  Grateful  for  the  past,  and  encom'aged  by 
the  fair  prospects  now  afforded  us,  we  would  go 
forward,  humbly  committing  the  cause  to  Him 
from  whom  all  good  counsels  proceed,  and  by 
whom  alone  they  are  rendered  effective. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Sixtieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bible  Society  was  held  at  the  Booms  of  the  Society, 
No.  15  Cornhill,  on  Monday,  May  24,  1869,  at  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Hon.  Bobert  C. 
WiNTHROP  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Bev.  Mr.  Miles,  of  Charlestpwn. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Treasurer,  Charles  Henrt  Parker,  Esq.,  pre- 
sented his  Annual  Beport,  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Sixtieth  Annual  Beport  of  the  Trustees  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Becording  Secretary,  when  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  reftding  of  the  same  be  deferred  till  the  public 
meeting  in  the  aflemoon. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  attend  the  public  services 
of  the  Sixtieth  Anniversary  at  the  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  at 
three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Chair  was  taken  by  the  President,  the  Hon.  Samuel 
H.  Wallet. 

The  Scriptures  were  read  and  a  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
L.  R  Eastman,  Jr.,  of  Somerville. 

A  hymn  was  sung,  and  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  was 
read  and  accepted,  when  the  President  offered  the  following 
introductory  remarks : — 

INTRODUCTORY   REMARKS    BY   THE    PRESIDENT. 

Before  asking  you  to  act  upon  the  acceptance  of  this  Report, 
I  cannot  forbear  saying  a  word  ; — it  will  be  but  a  word. 

Listening  to  those  stirring  words  from  Austria  and  Spain,  as 
they  are  echoed  by  our  Secretary,  it  fills  my  heart  with  sadness 
to  look  over  this  assembly,  and  see  how  thin  it  is,  how  few  are 
here.  Is  it  so,  that  tliis  small  assemblage  is  to  be  taken  as  a 
representation  of  the  interest  of  this  community  in  the  cause 
which  has  brought  us  here  tliis  aflernoon  ?  "  Were  there  not 
ten  cleansed?  but  where  are  the  nine  ?  "  Have  not  this  whole 
community  received  this  blessing  of  which  we  are  here  to  speak, 
and  yet  how  few  are  here  to  testify  of  the  goodness  of  God  in 
giving  us  this  blessing  ?  How  is  it  spoken  of  by  the  Psalmist  ? 
He  tells  us — "  Thou  hast  magnified  thy  word  above  all  thy 
name."  And  yet  there  has  not  been  a  year  in  the  life  time  of 
any  one  of  us,  when  there  has  been  so  much  done  towards 
magnifying  that  word  and  spreading  it  abroad  through  the 
earth,  as  during  the  year  which  has  just  closed. 

Our  institution  celebrates  this  year  its  Sixtieth  Anniversary. 
An  old  institution  ;  yet  not  so  old  as  the  Bible,  and  the  Bible 
not  so  old  as  its  Author,  our  Creator.  Is  it  on  account  of  the 
age  of  the  institution,  or  of  the  age  of  the  Bible,  that  the  com- 
munity are  indifferent  to  the  cause  ?  There  will  hardly  be  a 
meeting  held  during  this  whole  week  of  anniversaries,  at  whieh 
there  will  not  be,  I  presume,  a  better  attendance  than  there  is 
here  this  aflernoon.  And  why  is  it  so  ?  Is  it  because  we  are 
ungrateful  to  God  for  his  blessings  ?     Why,  see  how  the  Bible 
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has  gone  forth  from  the  beginning,  notwithstanding  the  shafts  of 
infidelity  that  have  been  aimed  against  it !  Tear  after  year  its 
progress  has  been  onward,  while  those  shafts  have  fallen  power- 
less to  the  ground ;  and  notwithstanding  the  power  exerted  by 
infidelity,  God's  word  has  gone  forth  with  increased  might  and 
majesty,  until  it  is  filling  rapidly  the  whole  earth  in  the  fulfill- 
ment of  its  own  predictions,  and  in  spite  of  the  machinations  of 
Satan,  and  of  all  the  instruments  which  he  has  forged  for  its 
destruction. 

But  in  other  ways,  also,  it  is  fulfilling  its  own  predictions! 
When  some  of  us  were  in  our  childhood,  we  used  to  read  of 
^  the  isles  of  the  sea,  waiting  for  God's  law.'  And  how  did 
we  witness  the  fulfillment  of  that  prediction,  when  the  Sandwich 
Islands  cast  their  idols  to  the  moles  and  the  bats,  that  they 
might  receive  the  Gospel  then  on  its  way !  During  the  last 
year  there  has  come  to  light  the  existence,  in  the  interior  of 
Africa,  of  numerous  tribes  of  people  speaking  the  Arabic  lan- 
guage, who  are  now  coming  in  contact  with  the  Scriptures, 
recently  translated  into  that  tongue.*  Thus  is  fulfilled  the 
prophecy,  "  Ethiopia  shall  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God," 
and  thus  are  the  Scriptures  fulfilling  in  our  day  and  before  our 
eyes  their  own  predictions. 

But,  friends,  not  to  trespass  upon  your  time,  which  will  be  so 
much  better  occupied,  let  me  add  one  word  more,  and  that  is, 
in  our  own  blessed  experience,  and  in  what  we  witness  around 
us,  how  do  the  Scriptures  fulfill  their  own  predictions  ?  We  find, 
in  the  language  of  David,  that  when  we  are  most  afflicted,  those 
words  come  home  to  us  with  sweetness  and  power.  '^  Before 
I  was  afflicted,  I  went  astray,  but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word.'' 
And  how  do  we  find  the  language  of  exultation  of  the  Apostle  ' 
fulfilled  in  the  case  of  believers,  who,  through  fear  of  death, 
were  all  their  life-time  *'  subject  to  bondage,"  and  yet  are  ena- 

*  There  exist  near  the  borders  of  Liberia,  and  thenoe  an  indefinite  diatanoe 
inland,  villages  and  tribes  of  negroes,  who  speak,  read,  and  write  Arabic.— 
These  tribes  would  appear  to  be  superior  in  culture  and  civilization  to  sur- 
rounding people.  They  profess  the  religion  of  Mohammed,  shorn  of  much 
of  its  bigotry  and  intolerance.  They  are  spreading  this  religion,  by  preaching 
and  conquest,  through  an  unknown  but  vast  region  of  the  interior  of  that 
mysterious  continent.  The  wav  is  open  for  evangelizing  them  through  the 
Arabic  lanffuage.^It  may  be  that  a  process  is  going  on  in  Central  AfHea 
similar  to  that  by  which  the  many  languages  and  races  of  the  Oneco-Romam 
empire  were  all  merged  into  one,  and  made  susceptible  of  evangelizatioB 
through  the  Greek  tongue.— Ifwumary  Herald,  April,  1869. 
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bled  to  exclaim,  at  the  near  approach  of  death,  in  the  language 
of  Paul,  "  We  know  in  whom  we  have  believed,  and  that  He 
will  keep  that  which  we  have  committed  to  him."  Let  us  go 
forth  from  this  meeting  and  beseech  our  fellow-men  rightly  to 
value  and  duly  to  appreciate  the  blessings  which  we  enjoy  in 
possessing  the  Bible. 

REMARKS  OF  REV.  JOHN  O.  MEANS. 

Mr.  President^ — ^I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution  at  this  stage  of 
the  meeting,  in  behalf  of  the  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  one  of 
our  Vice  Presidents,  who  presided  at  our  business  meeting  this 
morning,  but  is  unable  to  be  present  this  afternoon. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  very  interesting  volume.  It  is  a  German 
publication  —  the  thousandth  volume  of  Tauchnitz's  English 
Classics.  One  of  the  largest  bookselling  firms  in  Germany  has 
been  engaged,  since  the  commencement  of  this  century,  in  pub- 
lishing the  most  useful  and  popular  English  books,  in  cheap  form, 
for  dissemination  in  this  country,  in  England,  and  throughout  the 
continent  of  Europe.  Last  December  they  had  reached  the  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-ninth  English  work,  and  it  occurred  to  Baron 
Tauchnitz  that  it  would  be  a  suitable  and  grand  memorial  to 
make  the  thousandth  volume  the  English  New  Testament.  He 
consulted  Prof.  Tischendorf,  a  distinguished  Biblical  scholar  in 
certain  directions, — more  familiar  with  ancient  manuscripts  than 
any  other  man  now  living  or  who  ever  has  lived,  perhaps, — and 
engaged  him  to  edit  the  work.  There  are  three  principal  manu- 
scripts of  the  Bible,  on  which  all  our  versions  rest ;  one  called 
the  Alexandrine  Manuscript,  in  the  British  Museum ;  another 
in  the  Vatican,  at  Rome,  called  the  Vatican  Manuscript ;  and  a 
new  one,  discovered  by  Prof.  Tischendorf,  while  exploring  in 
the  peninsular  of  Sinai,  at  Sinai,  which  was  brought  by  him  to 
St.  Petersburg,  and  recently  edited  by  him,  in  Greek.  He  has 
prepared  an  English  version  of  the  New  Testament,  with  a  very 
brief  introduction,  giving  a  condensed  and  clear  account  of  our 
various  English  versions  and  the  manuscripts  on  which  they  are 
founded ;  and  at  the  foot  of  each  page,  brief  notes,  containing 
all  the  variations  in  this  particular  manuscript  from  our  text ; — 
an  exceedingly  compact,  clear  and  valuable  little  book.  It  is  im- 
ported so  that  it  is  sold  here,  in  paper  covers,  for  from  sixty  to 
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seveotj-five  cents.  In  Germany,  it  is  sold  for  about  thirty-fiye 
cents  ;  and  probably  larger  numbers  of  this  edition  will  be  cir- 
culated than  of  almost  any  other. 

In  view  of  this  interesting  fact,  Mr.  Winthrop  suggested  that 
it  would  be  suitable  and  proper  for  our  Society  to  make  some 
recognition  of  their  work,  and  he  has  drafted  this  resolution, 
which,  with  your  permission,  I  will  read  and  present  in  his  be- 
half, and  move  its  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society  cannot  fail  to 
recognize  among  the  most  interesting  events  of  the  day,  the  publi- 
cation of  the  New  Testament,  in  the  received  English  version,  as  the 
one  thousandth  volume  of  the  Tauchnitz  Edition  of  English  Litera- 
ture ;  and  that  our  grateful  acknowledgments  are  hereby  offered  to 
Bcrnhard  Tauchnitz,  the  enterprising  and  eminent  publisher  of  Leip- 
sic,  and  also  to  Constantine  Tiscbendorf,  the  distinguished  and  ac- 
complished Professor,  whose  excellent  preface  and  careful  notes  have 
added  so  much  interest  to  the  publication. 

The  Resolution  was  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Al.B£BT 
Feahing,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  the  Bev.  James  6. 
Dunn,  Rev.  Geobge  S.  Hare,  D.  D.,  and  Samuel  Eliot, 
Esq. 

ADDRESS  OF  REV.  JAMES  B.  DUNN. 

Mr.  President — My  interest  in  the  Bible  cause  is  sach,  that  I 
promised  to  be  present  this  afternoon,  leaving  duties  devolving 
upon  me  at  the  General  Assembly  in  New  York — the  only  anni- 
versary of  this  year  in  which  I  have  promised  to  take  part. 

I  shall  never  forget,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  slimness  of  this 
audience,  that  one  hundred  and  twenty  disciples,  gathered  in  an 
upper  room,  gave  the  key-note  of  the  glorious  Gospel  revelation 
that  was  to  overturn  the  world,  in  the  name  of  their  great 
Master,  Jesus  Christ.  But,  sir,  my  attention  was  called,  a  short 
time  ago,  to  a  letter  in  the  organ  of  a  leading  religious  denomi- 
nation of  this  State.  In  that  letter,  the  writer  said,  ''  It  is  high 
time  that  we  cease  to  give  credence  to  the  traditions  handed 
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down  to  us  through  the  Bible,  seeing  thej  are  nothing  more  than 
simple  myths,  and  unworthy  the  consideration  of  intelligent 
men."  *'  Unworthy  the  consideration  of  intelligent  men,^'  I  do 
not  suppose,  sir,  that  there  is  any  one  present  to-day  who  takes 
that  yiew  ;  and  yet  I  fear  there  are  some  present  to-day,  as  there 
are  in  almost  all  our  congregations,  who  do  not  realize  the  grand 
attractiveness  that  the  Bible  has  in  its  varied  features  to  the 
intellect  of  man.  We  frequently  hear  the  remark  made  by  mem- 
bers of  our  Bible  families,  that  the  young  people  do  not  appear 
to  find  anything  attractive  in  the  Bible.  Why,  sir,  to  carry  out 
the  figure  employed  in  the  opening  sentences  of  the  Report,  as 
well  as  of  the  first  hymn  you  have  sung,  let  me  say,  that  in  that 
other  volume,  the  volume  of  nature,  which  the  finger  of  God 
has  illustrated,  with  towering  mountains  and  sweeping  vales, 
shadowed  by  trees  and  fringed  with  flowers,  we  have  nature  so 
attractive,  that  it  takes  hold  of  the  soul  of  man,  and  leads 
him  to  nature's  Grod.  As  attractive,  sir,  do  we  find  that  Bible 
which  your  Society  has  been  so  earnestly  engaged  in  dissemina- 
ting ;  attractive  not  only  in  its  glorious  truths,  but  in  the  style 
and  manner  in  which  those  truths  are  presented  to  the  mind  of 
man.  How  grandly  simple  and  sublime  is  the  style  in  which 
this  Bible  is  written  I  We  sometimes  think  it  strange  and 
almost  incredible  that  simplicity  should  be  compatible  with  sub- 
limity, and  yet,  sir,  the  very  grandeur  of  the  sublime  of  Scrip- 
ture is  its  simplicity. 

Where  is  there  anything  so  grandly  sublime,  and  yet  so  touch- 
ingly  simple  as  the  opening  sentence  of  that  book  ?  When  the 
writer  is  about  to  discourse  on  one  of  the  grandest  of  all  themes, 
the  creation  of  the  world,  he  makes  no  invocation  to  mortal  upon 
earth  or  spirit  in  heaven ;  neither,  on  the  one  hand,  does  he 
approach  it  with  any  trembling  apology,  or,  on  the  other,  with 
any  flourish  of  trumpets  ;  but,  with  grand  simplicity  he  begins 
the  great  poem  of  the  universe,  the  sacred  drama  of  time  and 
eternity  in  these  words  of  touching  simplicity :  ''  In  the  begin- 
ning, God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth."  Where  can 
you  find  anything  grander  or  simpler  than  these  words  ? — *'  He 
bowed  the  heavens  also,  and  came  down ;  and  darkness  was 
under  his  feet.     And  he  rode  upon  a  cherub  and  did  fly ;  yea 

he  did  fly  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind."    Or,  if  you  take  the 
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simple,  toachiDg,  pathetic  tale  of  the  death  of  Eli.  Picture  to 
Tourselves  that  aged  priest  sitting  bj  the  wayside,  trembling 
for  the  ark  of  Grod.  First  the  tidings  are  brought  to  him : 
''  Israel  hath  fallen  before  the  Philistines."  Still  sadder—''  There 
hath  been  also  a  great  slaughter  among  the  people."  Sadder 
still  the  news  following  this  :  ''  And  thy  two  sons,  Hophni  and 
Phinehas  are  slain."  Oh,  what  a  blow  to  the  old  man's  heart! 
The  two  sons  whom  he  had  spoiled  by  his  indulgence,  and  on 
account  of  whose  sins  the  nation  had  been  brought  to  ruin,  are 
dead  !  Still  the  heaviest  stroke  of  all  is  to  come :  *'  And  the 
ark  of  God  is  taken."  This  stroke  is  too  heavy  for  his  aged 
heart :  ''  Ichabod,  the  glory  of  God  is  departed,"  and  the  old 
man  dies.  Nothing  attractive  in  the  Bible!  Where  is  there 
any  tale  more  tragical  than  that  ? — any  narrative  so  touchingly 
pathetic  as  that  ? 

Or,  sir,  if  you  look  at  the  figures  which  are  brought  before  us 
in  the  Bible,  the  whole  universe  of  God's  creation  seems,  as  it 
were,  to  be  ransacked  for  simile,  illustration,  and  metaphor,  so 
that  the  grand  and  sublime  truths  pertaining  to  man's  redemp- 
tion may  be  revealed  and  developed  in  all  their  attractiveness 
and  fullness  to  the  mind  of  man. 

Or  take,  if^  you  please,  the  subjects  and  characters  discussed 
and  presented.  Shakspeare  and  Scott  have  been  exalted 
because  of  the  rich  variety  of  characters  and  subjects  they 
present ;  but,  sir,  how  meagre  is  the  variety  presented  in  their 
works  compared  with  the  variety  presented  to  us  in  the  Bible ! 
Where  can  you  find  pictures  upon  which  the  pencils  of  the 
greatest  artists  can  be  better  employed  than  within  the  lids  of 
that  book  ?  Begin  with  the  progenitors  of  our  race,  the  mur- 
dered Abel  and  the  banished  Cain.  Then  we  have  the  wicked 
but  mighty  men  before  the  flood,  among  whom  Enoch  ''  walked 
with  God "  until  he  *'  was  not,  for  God  took  him."  Then  we 
have  Noah  and  his  sons.  Then  we  have  the  line  of  patriarchs, 
with  the  many  interesting  scenes  connected  with  their  histories. 
Abraham,  sitting  in  his  tent  door  on  the  plains  of  Mamre,  or  on 
Mount  Moriah,  before  he  offered  up  his  son  Isaac.  Take  the 
burial  of  Sarah,  or  the  death  of  Rachel ;  or  Moses  on  Mount 
Sinai ;  or  the  wanderings  of  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness. 
Or  come  down  to  later  times,   and  take   the   prophets ;  take 
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Isaiah,  with  his  glorious  visions  and  prophetic  rapture;  take 
Jeremiah  in  his  dungeon  ;  take  Ezekiel,  with  his  mystic  seals  ; 
take  Nehemiah,  rebuilding  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  and  the 
sepulchres  of  his  fathers ;  take  Daniel  and  his  companions. 
A/e,  come  down  to  New  Testament  times,  and  take  that  grand 
group  of  spirituallj  minded  women, — ^the  Marjs,  and  all  of  like 
spirit ;  and,  grandest  of  all,  the  central  figure  in  all  that  picture, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  glory  of  the  Bible,  as  well  as  its 
Author  and  Master.  Well  might  the  greatest  artists  of  the  past 
and  of  the  present  day  seek  for  subjects  for  the  canvas  and  the 
marble  statue  in  that  book.  From  that  book  we  find  Rembrandt, 
and  Peale,  and  Foussin,  and  Reubens,  and  West,  and  all  the 
great  master  artists,  selecting  the  grandest  materials  upon  which 
to  exert  the  mightiest  energies  of  their  genius. 

Tet,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  book  is  not  attractive  ;  that  it 
is  not  a  book  *' worthy  the  consideration  of  intelligent  men"! 
Why,  sir,  it  is  the  very  marvel  of  literature.  The  child,  por- 
ing over  it,  will  grow  old  reading  its  pages ;  yet  the  old  man, 
ripening  for  heaven,  will  become  young  again  in  its  study.  It 
is  the  book  which  the  soldier  clasps  to  his  heart  when,  dying 
upon  the  battle-field,  he  commits  his  soul  to  God  ;  and  it  is,  at 
the  same  time,  the  book  to  which  the  widow  of  that  soldier 
turns  for  that  consdlation  which  the  bereaved  spirit  needs.  It  is 
the  book  for  men  in  all  ages,  in  all  climes,  and  in  every  period 
of  human  life.  If  the  great  writers  of  this  enlightened  nine- 
teenth century  were  to  bring  to  bear  all  their  mighty  energies, 
so  that  they  might,  as  it  were,  bring  forth  a  book  as  the  result 
of  their  combined  wisdom,  a  book  which  would  go  to  the  Eng- 
lishman's castle  and  the  Hottentot's  kraal,  a  book  which  Dr. 
Kane  could  carry  to  the  Arctic  regions,  and  Dr.  Livingston 
carry  to  the  burning  sands  of  Africa,  where  could  we  find,  in 
the  combined  wisdom  of  the  greatest  masters  of  this  or  any 
other  age,  a  book  which  could  compare  with  that  grand  book 
whose  authors,  under  the  eye  of  God,  were  humble  prophets 
and  unlettered  fishermen  ?  Why,  it  is  the  marvel  of  all  litera- 
ture. It  is  the  grandest  book  that  any  man  of  intelligence  can 
possibly  study.  It  ought  to  stand  at  the  very  head  of  all  the 
books  to  which  the  attention  of  the  young  is  directed. 

There  are .  other  good  books  :  Bunyan's  Pilgrim's  Progress, 
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Baxter's  Saints'  Best,  Wilberforce's  Works,  if  yon  please,  and 
maDj  others  might  be  named.  Grood  books ;  may  they  be  scat- 
tered far  and  wide,  like  the  leayes  that  strew  the  forest  at  the 
opening  of  winter.  Tet,  sir,  if  I  were  to  have  only  one  book, 
give  me  the  Bible.  These  other  books  shine  with  a  borrowed 
lustre ;  they  are  simply  the  planets  revolving  round  the  grand 
central  sun  of  gospel  truth.  If  I  can  have  but  one,  give 
me  the  gem  that  shall  shine  as  it  were  the  crowning  diamond  on 
that  lustrous  brow. 

Here,  then,  we  bring  forth  this  Bible  as  the  very  book  that 
demands  the  study  of  intelligent  men.  And  yet,  sir,  we  have 
in  this  day  those  who  would  trample  under  their  feet  that  Bible. 
The  same  writer  to  whom  I  have  referred  says,  **  The  Bible  has 
seen  its  day ;  its  work  is  done."  *^  Seen  its  day  " !  The  man 
who  thinks  the  time  will  ever  come  in  the  history  of  this  world 
when  the  Bible  will  cease  to  be  applicable  to  man,  knows  not 
the  Bible  nor  his  own  nature.  The  Bible  is  as  applicable  to 
man  in  this  day  as  it  ever  was.  It  is  adapted  to  rich  and  poor, 
the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  just  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  the 
Ethiopian,  of  ^^  Lydia,  a  seller  of  purple,"  of  the  youthful 
Samuel,  and  even  of  the  slave  Onesimus.  If,  sir,  we  judge  of 
the  future  by  the  past,  during  the  last  eighteen  hundred  years,  I 
tell  you  that  that  book  will  never  cease  to  be  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  man  everywhere.  Since  the  day  when  John  wrote  it 
in  his  cell  in  Patmos,  and  when  Paul  preached  it  in  his  hired 
house  at  Rome,  the  Bible  has  gone  forward,  proving  itself  the 
noblest  gift,  next  to  the  Son  of  Grod,  the  grandest  and  best, 
which  a  good  and  loving  Grod  has  given  to  the  children  of  men. 

Well,  then,  might  you  say,  sir,  that  no  anniversary  that  shall 
take  place  this  week  can  equal  in  magnitude  and  value  that  of 
the  Society,  which  we  are  gathered  here  to-day  to  celebrate, 
because  it  is  that  book  which  reveals  to  us  Jesus  Christ  and  Him 
crucified.  It  is  that  book  on  which  we  plant,  not  only  the 
standard  of  the  Cross,  but  the  liberties  of  our  nation.  It  is  the 
bulwark  of  our  Sabbath  ;  it  is  the  grand  bulwark  of  all  that  is 
dear  and  precious  to  the  soul  of  man.  Then,  sir,  ought  it  not 
to  take  the  front  rank  among  all  the  societies,  religious  or  benev- 
olent, that  claim  the  attention  of  men  in  this  day  or  in  any  day  ? 

But,  sir,  time  bids  me  draw  my  remarks  to  a  dose,  as  there 
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are  others  to  follow.  Let  me  Bay,  sir,  that  this  Society,  notwith* 
standing  its  grand  work  in  past  jears,  has  reason  to  look  forward 
to  still  grander  work  and  mightier  victories  in  the  future.  This 
Bible  distribution,  sir,  has  won  victories  that  outshine  all  the 
victories  that  are  inscribed  upon  the  scroll  of  fame;  victories, 
sir,  that  shall  outlast  even  this  world,  and  shine  brighter  than 
the  stars  that  will  gleam  to-night  or  the  sun  that  irradiates 
this  earth  to-day ;  victories,  sir,  the  influence  of  which  shall 
never  cease  while  this  earth  endures,  and  the  record  of  which 
shall  be  found  inscribed  on  the  very  throne  of  God,  in  letters  of 
living  light,  with  the  names  of  the  noble  men  who  have  founded 
this  Society,  and  by  whose  energies,  means  and  prayers,  the 
Society  has  been  enabled  to  carry  forward  its  Christ-like  work, 
and  bless  the  world  and  the  children  of  men. 

Less  than  fifty  years  ago,  one  whose  name  is  execrated,  went 
through  the  Bible,  he  said,  as  an  axeman  would  go  through  the 
forest,  condemning  the  trees  to  be  cut  down.  After  he  had  gone 
through  the  Old  Testament,  through  the  prophets  and  apostles, 
he  wrote :  ^^  I  have  cut  them  down.  There  they  are.  The 
priests  may  stick  them  into  the  ground  again,  but  they  shall 
never  live."  I  say,  less  than  fifty  years  have  rolled  round  since 
he  who  wrote  those  words  went  to  give  in  his  account  to  God, 
^the  judge  of  all  the  earth,  who  shall  do  right.'  Those 
prophets  and  apostles  **  cut  down,"  sir  ?  No,  never  I  Since 
that  day,  the  American  Bible  Society,  with  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  has  distributed  those  prophets  and  apos- 
tles by  untold  millions.  Since  that  time,  missionary  societies 
have  been  organized  in  connection  with  every  evangelical 
denomination,  who  have  aided  in  the  distribution  of  those 
Scriptures.  The  prophets  and  apostles  ^'  cut  down " !  No  ; 
they  have  been  planted  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  Mississippi,  and  there  they  have  taken  root,  and  are  growing 
and  shedding  their  leaves  of  healing  on  multitudes  within  their 
reach.  The  prophets  and  apostles  *^  cut  down  ** !  No,  sir ; 
they  have  been  carried  to  the  burning  coasts  of  Africa,  they 
have  been  carried  away  off  to  the  Arctic  regions,  and  there 
they  have  been  planted  and  proven  themselves  congenial 
to  the  soil.  They  have  been  carried  away  to  Hindostan,  and 
there  they  have  been  shedding  abroad  their  curative  influence 
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over  the  superstitions  that  have  blighted  and  fettered  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  those  populous  countries.  The  prophets  and 
apostles  ^'  cut  down"  !  No,  sir  ;  thej  have  been  carried  to  the 
various  islands  that  stud  the  Pacific,  and  there  thej  have  proven 
themselves  adapted  to  the  soil  and  to  the  people.  The  pn^heta 
and  apostles  *'  cut  down  "  I  No,  sir,  never !  Thej  are  only  to- 
day going  down  deeper  and  deeper,  sending  ont  roots  and  taking 
firmer  hold  of  the  ground  everywhere,  growing  taller  and 
mightier,  aspiring,  as  it  were,  like  lofly  mountains,  to  pierce  the 
clouds,  their  branches  spreading  far  and  wide,  and  their  leaves 
dropping  for  the  healing  of  immortal  souls,  the  glory  of  Christ, 
and  the  salvation  of  the  world. 

May  this  Society  start  afresh  here  to-day,  knowing  that  they 
are  engaged  in  God's  work  ;  and  let  the  clouds  come  as  they 
may,  let  infidelity  do  its  worst,  let  *^  Liberal  Christianity,'*  mis- 
named, do  its  worst,  k  t  all  the  powers  of  hell  combined  do  their 
worst,  the  Bible  will  stand,  will  grow,  will  rise  up  like  a  moral 
lighthouse,  disseminating  gospel  light  over  the  darkened  regions 
about.  The  Bible  will,  as  it  were,  rise  like  the  towering  trees 
of  the  forest,  braving  the  fiercest  winds  that  may  blow,  because 
in  that  Bible  the  Author  has  declared,  *'  The  word  of  our  God 
shall  stand  forever." 

ADDRESS  OF  BEY.  GEORGE  S.  HARE,  D.  D. 

Mr.  PruidnUy — Man  has  before  him  a  destination  sublime 
beyond  conception,  glorious  beyond  thought.  He  is  immortal. 
Tet  he  is  weak,  ignorant  and  prone  to  evil.  How  little  does  he 
know  by  nature  of  himself,  his  duty,  or  his  God  I  The  old 
philosophies,  crude,  contradictory  and  confused,  tell  the  story. 
Pagan  nations  of  all  ages,  from  the  beginning  until  now,  repeat 
it ;  civilization  takes  it  up,  and  confirms  it.  See  how  the  race 
tends  naturally  to  evil  and  to  sin.  Tet,  as  I  said,  before  this  race 
immortality  is  set.  It  has  a  father,  and  its  father  is  God.  He 
created  us,  and  has  set  immortality  before  us.  What  should  we 
expect  of  this  parent  who  has  created  a  race  for  immortality  but 
that  he  would  come  forth  and  instruct  us,  and  teach  us  how  to 
attain  immortality  ?  Is  not  our  Father  in  Heaven  bound  by  a 
parental  interest  to  His  offspring  on  earth  ?    He  has  enriched 
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US  with  the  diviDe  gifts  of  reason  and  of  conscience,  and  He  has 
promised  us  immortality,  jet  he  knows  that  we  are  weak  and 
ignorant.     If  we  had  no  Bible,  we  should  expect  one ;  if  we 
had  no  revelation,  we  should  look  for  one ;  we  should  look  for  it 
hj  reason  of  our  conscious  immortality,  and  of  our  very  igno. 
ranee  and  weakness.     We  have  observed  the  means  by  which 
God  carries  on  and  helps  forward  the  intelligence  of  the  world. 
It  is  by  teaching.     We  do  not  acquire  our  knowledge  chiefly 
from  observation  and  reflect'.-:a  on  things  around  us ;  it  is  by  the 
teaching  of  other  intelligences  more  advanced  than  ourselves,  of 
the  wise  and  good  of  the  present,  and  of  all  past  ages  ;  these  are 
our  chief  helps.    Were  the  words  of  wisdom,  that  have  come 
down  to  us  from  the  past,  condemned  henceforth  to  silence,  were 
the  wise  and  learned  forbidden  any  more  to  communicate  infor- 
mation, the  mass  of  mankind  would  remain  in  the  ignorahce  of 
childhood.     Shall  we  be  taught  by  other  intelligent  minds,  and 
not  by  our  Father,  whose  intelligence  is  perfect  ?    I  have  seen  it 
suggested  that  the  reason  why  God  ordinarily  communicates 
light  from  superior  to  inferior  minds,  is  that  He  may  awaken 
tender  and  interesting  relations  among  men,  that  He  may  cherish 
our  sense  of  dependence  upon,  and  interest  in,  each  other,  and 
thus  bind  us  together  by  generous  sentiments.     It  is  thus  we 
come  to  feel  an  interest  in  each  other's  principles  and  affections, 
to  recognize  the  bonds  of  thought,  and  feeling,  and  thus  realize, 
as  we  could  in  no  other  way,  the  tie  of  a  common  nature.     Shall 
our  Father  seek  to  bind  us  to  each  other  and  not  to  Himself; 
and  shall  not  the  same  means  accomplish  the  same  ends? 
When  He  comes  forth  then  as  our  teacher,  when  He  breaks 
through  all  reserve  and  distance,  speaking  to  us  in  our  own  lan- 
guage, in  the  very  accents  which  human  love  and  friendship 
employ.  He  adopts  means  clearly  calculated  to  win  our  hearts, 
and  fasten  our  minds  on  Himself. 

But  look  again  at  your  own  soul ;  look  around  you  at  the  souls 
of  others ;  see  if  there  are  not  wants  there,  deep  wants,  that  are 
not  met  by  the  teachings  and  influences  of  earth.  What  a  vast 
and  wonderful  disproportion  between  what  the  soul  cccceives, 
and  -what  it  finds,  in  the  present  state  I  What  ideas  of  happi- 
ness and  excellence  are  constantly  springing  up  that  it  cannot 
realize  now,  what  feelings  of  unrest  in  its  present  condition, 
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what  distatisfaction  with  all  of  light  and  happiness  that  this 
world  can  afford  !  Do  you  saj  that  these  wants  are  but  feeblj 
manifested  in  the  majority  of  men  ?  Admit  that  multitudes  are 
so  much  engrossed  with  outward  things  that  they  cannot  and 
will  not  interpret  their  own  nature  ;  but  there  are  some,  thank 
Ood,  who  are  more  true  to  their  nature,  who  are  not  wholly 
taken  up  with  outward  things,  and,  being  more  true  to  their 
nature,  should  be  regarded  as  its  best  representatives.  These 
feel  painfully  their  present  condition.  They  long  for  clearer 
light.  They  pant  to  rise  to  a  spotless  virtue,  and  to  a  high 
moral  power.  For  such,  there  is  no  resource  but  in  God,  and 
no  help  but  in  a  direct  revelation  from  Him. 

These  are  not  accidental  wants  and  caprices  that  cannot  well 
be  understood.  They  are  deep  and  enduring  desires,  and  have 
been  reproduced,  in  one  form  and  another,  in  all  ages.  They 
appear  in  the  works  of  genius ;  they  bum  on  the  pages  of  all 
history  ;  their  fires  animate  the  loftiest  minds  ;  they  are 
implanted  by  Grod,  and  they  lead  us  to  expect  their  gratifica^ 
tion ;  that  in  answer  to  their  call  He  will  come  forth,  and 
instruct  and  aid  us.  And  agreeably  to  this  expectation,  we  find 
that  Grod  has  become  the  teacher  of  men.  He  has  not  left  His 
children  without  light  and  guidance,  nor  Himself  ^^  without  a 
witness  in  the  world ;  "  but  He  has  embalmed  in  one  precious 
volume,  which  our  eyes  can  see,  and  our  hands  can  handle, 
more  of  His  own  infinite  perfections  than  He  has  spread  abroad 
elsewhere  over  the  whole  creation,— enough  to  teach  us  the  way 
of  virtue  and  of  duty,  and  to  satisfy  the  deepest,  holiest  longings 
of  our  immortal  nature. 

This,  then,  is  our  Bible,  Mr.  President,  the  book  in  which 
Grod  instructs  man,  shows  him  immortality,  teaches  him  how  to 
provide  and  prepare  for  it,  shows  him  the  path  of  duty,  and 
peace  and  virtue,  and  by  the  help  which  flows  through  it, 
teaches  him  how  to  walk  in  it. 

In  all  our  estimates  of  the  Bible,  we  are  not  to  forget  that  it 
is  unlike  any  other  book  or  system  of  doctrine  in  the  world. 
It  has  Crod  for  its  author.  Other  books  have  been  vmtten,  as 
the  preceding  speaker  has  suggested,  which,  as  the  production  of 
a  genius  and  intellect  merely  human,  have  been  truly  wonderful. 
They  have  borne  our  minds  aloft,  and  set  our  hearts  on  fire,  and 
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have  thrilled  the  souls  of  men  from  generation  to  generation ; 
bat  these  books  are  nothing  beside  the  Bible.     We  can  conceive 
of  books  more  wondrous  than  an j  that  have  been  written  except 
the  Bible.     I  am  sure  there  might  be  philosophies  more  pro- 
found than  Locke's  or  Bacon's,   poetry  more  sublime  than 
Homer's,  or  Milton's,  allegories  more  powerful  for  good,  and 
more  beautiful,  than  even  Bunjan's.     I  have  somewhere  met  a 
suggestion  as  to  what  commotion  would  be  excited  in  the  world 
if  Michael,  or  Gabriel,  for  instance,  were  to  appear  among  men, 
as  an  author.     How  eagerly  should  we  rush  for  any  volume,  no 
matter  about  its  subject,  which  should  come  to  us,  duly  attested, 
as  a  fair  specimen  of  angelic  genius  and  intelligence  I     Who 
can  donbt  that  it  would  surpass  all  human  productions  in  the 
grandeur  of  its  conception,  and  the  power  of  its  thoughts ;  that 
it  would  sway  the  opinions,  and  mould  the  judgments  of  men, 
and  dwell  upon  the  earth  hereafter,  as  one  of  its  mightiest 
teachers  ?     But  such   a  book  would   be   nothing  beside  the 
Bible.     God  himself  has  appeared  in  the  world  as  an  author. 
It  is  not  human  genius  that  kindles;  it  is  not  human  intellect 
that  sparkles,  in  the  Bible ;  it  is  the  genius  and  the  intellect 
of  the  Almighty.     Other  books  are  human,  this  book  is  divine. 
Other  books  speak  to  us  as  man  would  speak ;  this  book  b  the 
voice  of  God.      You   shall   take   another  book  and  read  it, 
and  it  may  make  an  impression  on  your  intellect.     If  it  be 
the  production  of  a  superior  mind,  doubtless  it  will  impress 
your  life;   but  you  shall   take  the   Bible,   and   read  it,   and 
carefully  ponder  it,  and  it  will  transform  your  soul.     The  mind 
that  kindled, — the  divine  light  that  gave  it  being, — burns  and 
lives  in  it  forever.     Other  books  make  an  impression  upon  us, 
according  to  the  mental  and  moral  power  of  the  author,  and  his 
sympathy  with  our  wants.     The  man  who  writes  the  book  is  in 
the  book,  and  it  is  the  power  of  the  man's  soul  that  gives  the 
book  its  power  over  us.     When  God  puts  His  power  into  a  book, 
what  should  we  expect  but  that  it  will  kindle  and  transform  all 
hearts  ?    The  power  of  the  divine  mind  comes  down  in  it  upon 
the  human  intellect.     The  great  heart  of  God  throbs  through  it, 
and  our  hearts  feel  its  pulsations ;  and,  above  all,  the  Divine 
Being  is  revealed  in  such  sympathy  with  our  wants,  in  such 
tenderness  for  our  sufferings,  in  such  compassion  for  our  sins, 
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that  we  cannot  close  our  minds  and  hearts  to  it,  and  reject  its 
teachings.  If  we  give  it  a  foothold,  it  will  conquer.  I  remem- 
ber not  many  jrears  ago  there  came  to  mj  study,  one  morning,  a 
gentleman  whom  I  had  never  met  before.  Said  he :  ^^  I  have 
recently  become  a  member  of  your  congregation.  I  am  just 
home  from  Europe,  and  I  am  perplexed  and  distressed  in  my 
mind  as  to  whether  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God.  I  have 
consulted  various  authorities ;  I  have  met  men  abroad  who 
ought  to  know,  and  asked  them ;  and  now  can  you  give  me  any 
light  upon  this  subject  ? "  **  Well,"  I  said,  ^^  my  friend,  the 
testimony  that  proves  the  authenticity  of  revelation  is  abundant. 
I  will  lend  you  some  books."  And  so  he  went  into  my  study, 
and  gathered  a  whole  armful  of  books  that  should  confirm  the 
authenticity  of  the  Scriptures,  took  them  away  and  read  them. 
He  came  back  and  said :  '^  I  have  read  these  books,  and  I  am  no 
wiser  than  before.  I  stand  just  where  I  did.  I  want  to  know 
if  this  Bible  is  the  Word  of  Grod."  Said  I :  *'  Have  you  read 
it  ?  "  *'  Not  carefully  ;  because  I  want  to  know  first  whether  it 
is  the  Word  of  God."  Said  I :  ''  Read  it  I  Read  it  I  Go  home, 
read  it  carefully,  and  after  you  have  read  it  carefully,  come  • 
back  again,  and  tell  me  if  it  is  the  Word  of  God."  So  he  went 
home,  read  his  Bible,  and  came  back  by-and-by,  and  said  he : 
**  That  is  God's  Word ;  it  has  transformed  my  soul ;  it  has  made 
me  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  I  know  it  is  the  Word  of 
God."  The  Divine  mind  came  down  unaided  upon  his  human 
understanding,  and  conquered  and  overwhelmed  him. 

Ton  shall  take  the  Bible  to  the  most  depraved  and  degraded 
among  men,  and  if  he  will  read  it  with  an  open  mind,  carefully 
and  thoughtfully,  it  shall  lift  him  out  of  his  degradation,  and  it 
shall  send  him  forth  to  walk  the  earth  in  all  the  dignity  of  good- 
ness until  translated  to  heaven  he  shall  shine  at  Ood's  right  hand 
forevermore.  It  has  done  this  over  and  over ;  it  has  gone  into 
households  where  wretchedness  reigned,  where  sin  had  cast 
abroad  its  bitter  influence,  and  blotted  all  bright  hopes  to  dark- 
ness, where  despair  sat  scowling  with  sullen  features  and 
gnawing  at  bleeding  hearts,  and  it  has  transformed  them  into 
the  abodes  of  peace,  and  joy  and  heavenly  rapture.  It  has  gone 
to  hearts  burdened  with  affliction,  and  taken  their  grief  away. 
It  has  stolen  the  sting  from  bereavement,  and  dried  the  tears  of 
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sorrow.  It  has  lifted  the  dying  from  the  galfs  of  despair,  and 
placed  them  on  mounts  of  heavenly  rapture.  That  is  what  our 
Bible  has  done.  This  is  the  book  in  which  God  appears  to 
mankind  as  an  author,  and  makes*  known  his  mind  and  will. 
Of  all  the  wonders  that  our  eyes  have  ever  seen,  the  most 
wonderful  is  this  book  whose  author  is  Almighty  God. 

I  have  spoken  of  humanity's  need  to  come  in  direct  contact 
with  the  Great  Teacher  in  his  chosen  revelation  to  man,— 
its  need  to  meet  him  face  to  face  without  anything  of  human 
intervention,  or  human  interpretation.  We  all  feel  that.  I 
want  to  know  what  He  says  in  that  book  to  my  particular 
soul;  you  want  to  know  what  he  says  to  your  particular 
soul.  We  are  willing  to  hear  the  preacher.  We  want  to  know 
what  scholars  have  written ;  we  are  thankful  to  the  wise  and 
learned  and  devoted  men  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  opening 
this  book  to  us ;  but  we  are  more  thankful  that  the  book  is 
ours,  that  we  can  read  it  for  ourselves.  We  have  wants  that 
are  peculiar  to  our  constitution  and  our  nature.  We  know 
that  human  conditions  are  as  varied  as  the  leaves  of  the  forest, 
and  we  want  to  go  to  this  book,  and  find  what  is  adapted  to  our 
peculiar  nature,  and  very  peculiar  circumstances  and  conditions 
in  it.  We  know  that  God  has  given  us  faculties  like  His  own, 
and  that  He  has  made  us  accountable,  and  there  may  be  some- 
thing in  it  that  shall  escape  us  if  we  do  not  personally  search 
it ;  and  somehow  we  feel  that  when  we  go  to  this  book,  its 
omniscient,  omnipresent  Author  will  give  us  exactly  what  we 
need.  That  is  one  result  of  the  Bible's  power,  and  of  the  esti- 
mation in  which  it  is  held  to-day.  This  meeting  is  no  illustra- 
tion of  the  value  men  place  upon  the  Bible  ;  not  at  all.  Why, 
all  this  great  city  of  Boston  thinks  the  Bible  can  take  care  of 
itself.  See  that  mother.  She  sends  her  daughter  out  to  begin 
life,  and  she  puts  among  her  wedding  gifts,  as  the  richest  of  her 
offerings,  the  Bible.  She  knows,  that  if  she  will  read  that 
Bible,  and  ponder  its  teachings,  it  will  make  her  a  faithful  wife, 
it  will  make  her  a  true  mother,  and  will  bless  her  household  in 
coming  generations.  The  father,  sending  his  son  out  to  seek 
his  fortune,  gives  him,  as  the  richest  treasure,  the  book  of  God, 
because  he  knows  it  will  guard  him,  that  it  will  stand  Rn  a 
sentinel  by  his  path,  and  be  a  safe-guard  around  him  iu  ull  tlio 
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trials  and  Ticissitadea  to  which  he  may  be  exposed.  Ah,  how 
vianj  a  jonng  man  has  been  saved  amid  the  temptations  of  a 
great  citj,  amid  all  the  perils  and  dangers  of  his  jonth,  bj  this 
Word  of  God,  speaking  to  him  when  he  conld  hear  no  other 
voice  I  How  manj  a  sailor  on  the  broad  sea  has  read  it,  and 
been  brought  nearer  to  Jesns,  and  made  a  new  man  through  its 
power. 

We  should  not  forget  again,  sir,  that  while  the  Bible  is  readj 
to  speak  to  everybody,  and  while  it  has  at  its  back  the  Author 
of  all  our  blessings  and  of  all  our  hopes,  there  are  multitudes  in 
the  world  who  can  be  reached  by  no  other  instrumentality,  and 
can  be  spoken  to  by  no  other  voice  than  the  voice  of  Grod,  which 
speaks  through  it  to  men.  The  missionary  cause  is  the  great 
perplexity  of  the  Church  at  this  day — the  unconverted  millions 
that  swarm  on  heathen  shores,  the  millions  upon  millions  that  are 
never  reached  by  the  teachings  of  our  missionaries,  nor,  as  yet, 
appear  to  be  affected  by  the  prayers  of  the  Church.  I  do  believe, 
sir,  that  the  Bible,  unaided  by  human  lips  or  voice,  is  to  do  more 
for  the  salvation  of  those  heathen  millions-  than  all  living  men. 
I  heard  one  of  the  dignitaries  of  your  city  in  a  recent  meeting, 
turn  round  to  a  clergyman  who  was  sitting  behind  him  and  say, 
^^  The  ministers  are  well  enough."  Well,  sir,  the  missionaries 
are  well  enough.  Missionaries  do  a  great  many  good  things, 
but  a  missionary  goes  and  takes  his  stand  on  a  heathen  shore, 
and  is  ready  to  die,  and  go  down  to  his  grave,  before  he  is  pre- 
pared to  go  to  work.  Thus  we  send  them  out,  and  bury  them, 
rank  after  rank,  hundreds  after  hundreds,  and  they  scarcely  save 
a  heathen  apiece.  But  wherever  you  can  find  a  reading  people, 
(and  there  are  a  great  many  such  in  heathen  lands,)  if  you  will 
give  them  this  pure  and  simple  Word  of  God  translated  into 
their  own  language,  and  get  them  to  read  it,  it  has  power  to 
redeem  and  to  save  them.  It  may  not  do  its  work  instanta- 
neously, but  its  influence  will  be  felt,  and  will  spread  wider  and 
wider  until  it  shall  redeem  the  millions  on  the  darkest  shores  of 
heathenism.  Only  last  evening,  Mr.  Butler,  a  returned  mission- 
my  from  India,  said,  in  my  pulpit,  that  the  choicest  convert  to 
Olu'istianity  in  India,  while  he  was  there,  a  man  of  scholarship 
and  learning,  now  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel  in  that  land,  was  led 
to  Christ  from  reading  the  New  Testament  put  into  his  hands 
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by  a  missionary.  Nor  is  it  yonder,  alone,  that  the  Bible  is  to  do 
its  work.  Look  around  here  in  onr  own  land  and  see  what  multi- 
tudes of  men  and  women  there  are  whom  we  cannot  reach  with 
the  voice  of  the  human  teacher,  whom  we  can  only  reach  by  the 
living  voice  of  God  in  this  Word  of  Life.  You  shall  go  into 
any  of  our  great  cities,  and  there  you  shall  find  multitudes 
upon  multitudes  of  human  beings,  who  speak  not  a  single  word 
of  our  English  language ;  to  whom  we  cannot  go  with  a  solitary 
syllable  of  our  teaching  outside  of  what  is  printed  in  their  own 
tongue.  There  are  great  houses,  crowded  from  garret  to  cellar, 
there  are  streets  crowded  with  these  crowded  houses ;  there  are 
whole  wards  crowded  with  these  crowded  streets ;  with  men 
and  women  fresh  from  lands  of  despotism,  and  infidelity  and 
crime, — ^that  class  of  patriots  many  of  whom  have  ^^  left  their 
country  for  their  country's  good."  Invite  them  to  your  churches, 
and  they  cannot  understand  you  if  they  come,  and  they  would 
not  come  if  they  could  understand  you.  Invite  their  children  to 
your  Sunday-schools,  and  you  cannot  teach  them  if  you  can  get 
them.  Only  the  Bible  can  reach  them.  Let  them  tear  up  a  few 
copies ;  let  them  burn  a  few  more  ;  keep  sowing  the  seed  of 
God's  Word  among  them ;  turn  these  Bibles,  printed  in  their 
own  tongues,  into  these  houses  until  they  cannot  get  rid  of  them. 
By  and  by,  they  will  read  them,  and  when  they  read  them,  the 
Divine  voice,  so  much  mightier  than  any  human  voice,  will 
speak  through  these  pages,  will  presently  touch  one  heart  and 
then  another  heart,  and  God,  the  living  God,  who  lives  not  only 
yonder  in  the  heavens,  and  reigns  upon  his  throne  on  high,  but 
who  lives  in  every  printed  word  of  this  Book  of  Life,  God,  the 
living  God,  will  transform  them  by  his  power,  and  save  them 
unto  Himself.  Sir,  we  want  to  give  the  Bible  to  everybody, 
because  everybody  needs  it,  and  it  has  a  voice  for  every  human 
soul. 

ADDRESS  OF  SAMUEL  ELIOT,  ESQ. 

Mr,  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : — I  shall  detain  you  but 
a  short  time,  at  this  late  hour.  The  work  of  this  Society,  the 
distribution  of  the  Bible,  like  every  other  work  for  Grod,  has 
helps  and  hindrances,  at  every  time,  and  among  every  class  of 
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men.  Some  are  temporary ;  they  appear  here  or  there  ;  they 
come  up  in  one  generation  or  in  another;  they  seldom  last 
from  one  to  another ;  they  seldom  endure  beyond  a  few  years, 
and  then  disappear,  perhaps  to  reappear  again  in  some  changed 
form,  though  in  unchanged  substance.  There  are  other  helps 
and  hindrances  which  are  not  temporary,  which  belong  to  all 
ages  and  classes,  to  all  countries  and  all  circumstances  ;  and  I 
suppose  that  the  helps  or  the  hindrances,  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  which  are  not  temporary,  are  those  which  exert  the 
widest  influence  upon  the  work  of  such  a  Society  as  this. 

Now,  to  take  them  together,  and  to  regard  them  in  their 
effect  alike  upon  the  giver  and  the  receiver  of  the  Bible,  they 
may  all  be  summed  up  in  two  words — human  nature.  It  is  in 
human  nature  itself  that  the  Bible  Society  must  find  at  once  the 
strongest  helps  and  the  strongest  hindrances  in  its  work. 

It  finds  in  human  nature  those  hindrances  which  arise  from 
the  very  constitution  of  our  being.  Our  body,  with  all  its 
appetites,  rises  up  against  the  Word  of  God  and  rejects  it.  Our 
mind,  with  all  its  aspirations,  all  its  hopes  and  fears,  its  ques- 
tionings, doubts  and  denials,  stands  up  against  the  Bible  and 
rejects  it.  And,  stranger  than  all,  our  spirit,  with  all  its  aspi- 
rations towards  the  infinite  implanted  in  it,  all  its  yearnings 
towards  the  unseen  and  eternal, — this  spirit,  freighted  with 
errors,  burdened  with  stains  and  sins,  this,  too,  rises  up  and 
rejects  the  Bible.  Against  these  facts,  it  is  vain  for  the  Bible 
Society,  it  is  vain  for  any  man  who  wishes  to  do  good  to  his 
fellow  beings,  to  shut  his  eyes.  Human  nature  says  to  every 
one  of  us,  ^^  Love  thyself."  The  Bible  says,  ^'  Love  thy  neigh- 
bor." Human  nature,  struggling  amid  all  its  doubts  and  all  its 
efforts  after  selfish  ends,  says,  ^^  My  will  be  done."  The  Bible 
says,  ''Thy  will,  oh  God,  be  done."  How  is  it  possible  that 
between  a  nature  like  this  and  a  book  like  that,  there  should  noi 
be  a  hostility  that  sometimes  seems  to  be  irreconcilable  ? 

It  would  be  irreconcilable,  if  human  nature  were  left  to  itself. 
It  would  be  absolutely  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  accept  the 
Word  of  God,  if  he  were  left  to  himself.  He  has  not  been  left 
to  himself.  Our  Lord  and  Master  has  come  down  into  the  midst 
of  us,  has  taken  our  form  upon  Him,  has  clothed  His  mind  and 
spirit  in  the  robes  of  humanity ;  and  He  has  pleaded  with  every 
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one  of  U8,  in  the  past,  and  pleads  with  every  one  of  us  now,  in 
this  present  hour,  against  our  own  nature,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Word  of  His  Father  and  our  Father.  It  is  only  through  Jesus 
Christ  that  the  Bible  can  find  acceptance  among  men. 

And  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  no  one  need  hesitate  to  say,  that 
in  this  human  nature,  with  all  its  perversities,  all  its  infirmities, 
there  are  not  only  hindrances  but  helps  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Bible.  Of  all  the  desires  implanted  in  us  as  a  race,  as  well  as 
individuals,  of  all  the  desires  working  in  this  world,  two  stand 
forth  as  the  most  powerful  in  their  action  upon  human  history. 
One  is  the  desire  for  progress,  the  other  the  desire  for  unity. 
That  instinct  in  these  hearts  of  ours  which  leads  us  to  look  for 
better  things  every  year  and  every  generation,  is  an  instinct  that 
was  planted  there  by  Him  who  made  us,  and  it  leads  us  all,  it 
leads  the  whole  race  of  man,  civilized  or  uncivilized,  on  and  on, 
to  further  and  further  horizons,  and  to  loftier  and  loftier  peaks, 
in  our  ascent  from  that  which  is  imperfect  to  that  which  is  per- 
fect and  complete.  And  so  the  desire  for  unity  is  an  instinct 
which  God  gave  us.  It  leads  us  as  it  has  led  us  here  to-day. 
Men  of  difierent  religious  views,  men  who  are  probably  actuated 
by  very  widely  difiering  motives,  in  their  daily  lives,  are 
drawn  here  within  these  walls  because  they  like  to  meet  one 
another,  and  find  out  that  the  points  on  which  they  agree  are 
not  only  more  important  but  more  numerous  than  those  on 
which  they  disagree.  Thus  the  desire  of  unity  works  through 
the  universe.  It  leads  nations,  long  time  discordant,  to  come 
together  in  new  national  bonds ;  it  prevents  the  rupture  of 
nations  by  fratricidal  war ;  it  creates  a  new  code  of  law,  and 
refers  to  that  the  questions  that  once  could  be  decided  only  by 
the  sword.  It  brings  all  men  into  what  is  now  called  not  only 
"  unity,"  but  "  solidarity ;  '*  as  if  the  difierent  particles  of  which 
difierent  individuals,  difierent  communities  and  difierent  races 
are  composed,  might  find  cohesion  and  absolute  unification  in 
one  common  interest  and  one  common  hope.  That  desire, 
which  works  everywhere,  was  never  so  strong  as  it  is  to-day. 

Now,  what  is  the  Bible  ?  If  it  is  not  the  book  of  progress, 
what  is  it  ?  It  begins  with  man  in  his  ideal  state,  created  in 
God's  image  ;  and  as  soon  as  that  image  is  obliterated,  it  sets 
him  forth  on  a  path  leading  up  from  the  deep  abyss  that  lay  at 
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the  gate  of  Paradise,  until  it  rises  higher  and  higher,  and  brings 
him  at  last  within  sight  of  the  celestial  city.  From  Genesis  to 
Bevelation,  all  is  progress.  Even  when  the  chosen  race  of  the 
Old  Testament  seems  to  sink ;  even  when  the  Lord  and  Savionr, 
the  Cracified,  is  rejected  ;  at  every  step,  no  matter  how  dark, 
how  difficult,  how  despairing,  we  can  see  the  light  beyond.  The 
fall  is  that  there  may  be  a  rise ;  the  decline  is  that  there  may  be 
an  uplifting ;  and  even  the  untold  agonies  of  the  crucifixion  are 
that  they  may  precede  a  resurrection. 

This  Bible,  too,  is  the  book  of  unity.  It  tells  us  that  Jew 
and  Gentile  are  not  two^  but  one  ;  it  tells  us  that  all  races  are  of 
one  blood ;  no  matter  where  they  dwell,  no  matter  what  their 
form  or  what  their  hue,  they  are  all  of  one  blood,  made  by  one 
God,  redeemed  by  one  Saviour.  The  Bible  opens  with  the  sword 
that  waves  between  the  fugitives  from  Eden  and  that  home  to 
which  they  cannot  return  ;  it  closes  with  the  harps  of  heaven, 
and  crowns  cast  down  before  the  Throne  of  God,  and  the 
*^  multitudes  that  no  man  can  number,"  gathered  beneath  that 
throne,  with  one  prayer,  one  thought,  to  give  Him  glory  *^  who 
sits  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  forever."  Where,  in  any 
work  of  man,  where,  in  any  desire  of  the  human  heart, 
expressed  or  unexpressed,  is  there  such  unity  as  this  ?  The 
Bible,  as  the  book  of  progress  and  the  book  of  unity,  meets  the 
two  strong  desires  with  which  not  only  men  as  men,  but  men  as 
races,  men  as  ages,  have  been  stirred,  and  it  will  continue  to 
meet  those  desires  until  there  is  a  new  creation. 

Here,  then,  between  human  nature  and  the  Bible,  as  recon- 
cilable through  Jesus  Christ,  there  is  no  essential  irreconcila- 
bility. To  the  desires  which  are  deepest  and  strongest  in  our 
hearts,  whether  they  relate  to  this  life  or  to  the  life  to  come,  the 
Bible,  and  the  Bible  only,  makes  response.  In  that  central  fact 
we  may  find  the  strongest  helps  to  a  work  like  that  of  this 
Society. 

This  Society,  as  I  understand,  distributes  the  English  Bible. 
That  Bible  was  printed  in  blood  and  tears.  The  first  man  who 
printed  the  New  Testament,  William  Tyndale,  spent  thirteen 
years  in  exile,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of  fifty-two,  a  martyr  at 
the  stake ;  his  last  words,  ^'  Lord,  open  thou  the  Eang  of  Eng- 
land's eyes."    Coverdide,  by  whom  the  first  Bible  as  a  whole 
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was  printed,  fled  from  his  native  country  and  closed  his  days  in 
exile,  that  he  might  escape  the  death  which  waited  for  him  at 
home.  Rogers,  who  brought  out  the  Bible  which  is  at  the  basis 
of  our  authorized  version,  died,  the  first  to  suffer  under  the  per- 
secutions of  Mary.  And  so  through  all  the  list  (it  might  be 
made  much  longer)  we  follow  the  figures,  from  age  to  age,  far 
down  the  vista  which  history  opens,  and  see  them  one  by  one 
giving  their  lives,  as  well  as  their  labors,  that  this  book,  the 
English  Bible,  might  be  given  to  mankind ;  and  to  this  day  the 
English  Bible  is  the  Bible  of  Bibles.  No  version  in  any  Euro- 
pean or  Oriented  or  Autochthonous  language  anywhere  compares 
with  it.  Its  language  rises  to  the  very  heights  of  the  sublimity 
of  the  Scriptures  ;  it  sinks  to  the  very  lowest  notes  of  tenderness 
and  sympathy  with  which  the  Scriptures  are  filled.  From  one 
end  of  the  scale  to  the  other,  there  is  no  chord  wliich  the  English 
Bible  does  not  touch,  and,  touching,  wake  to  immortal  harmony. 
As  the  poet  said : 

—  "  Thou  bait  great  alllea, 
Tby  frionda  are  exultations,  agonies, 
And  love,  and  man's  unconquerable  niind.'' 

A  Bible  that  has  such  a  history,  that  looks  back  through  such 
scenes,  can  venture  to  look  forward.  It  stands  a  monument, — 
no,  it  is  not  a  monument ;  it  is  too  full  of  life  to  be  compared 
with  monuments ;  it  stands  an  orb,  full  of  light,  full  of  warmth, 
full  of  fire,  and  its  beams,  as  they  are  shed  upon  the  waters  and 
carried  with  the  vibrations  of  the  waves,  far  and  far  away 
beyond  our  shores  to  the  shores  of  futurity,  are  like  the  path  of 
the  just,  ''the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more  unto 
the  perfect  day." 

Mr.  President,  the  Society  which  undertakes  the  distribution 
of  the  Bible  is  as  certain  to  do  good,  and  as  certain  to  meet 
with  the  sympathy  of  men,  and  with  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
God,  as  any  work  in  which  mankind  is  at  this  moment  engaged. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees  was  then  accepted,  and  the 
public  services  were  closed  with  the  benediction,  by  Eev. 
Dr.  Blagden. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  speakers  for  their  Addresses, 

and  a  copy  of  the  same  requested  for  publication,  wlicii  the 

Society  adjourned. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AS  ORIGINALLY   FORMED 
PREVIOUS  TO  ITS  INCORPORATION. 

JuL7  13,  1809.— The  Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  this  Association,  which  being 
read  from  the  Chair,  was  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
and  was,  with  one  amendment,  accepted  and  adopted  as  follows, 
▼iz : — 

THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  The  Bible  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  by  voluntary  contribution,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  distributed  among  all  persons 
inhabiting  within  the  State  or  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied 
without  the  aid  of  others. 

2.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  regularly  settled 
clergymen  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  within  the  State, 
who  shall,  in  writing,  request  to  be  members ;  of  every  person 
who  shall  subscribe  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars,  and  who  shall  remain  a  member  so  long  as 
he  continues  the  payment  of  that  sum;  and  of  every  person, 
who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less 
linn  fifty  dollars,  he  remaining  a  member  during  life,  without 
Ix'insr  obliijoH  to  further  contributions. 
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3.  Subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  competent 
number  of  members,  shall  be  immediately  opened,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  Society.  And  as  soon  as  fifty  subscribers 
are  obtained,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Committee,  and  also 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  Society  shall,  on  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  meet  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  the  members,  a  President,  Treas- 
urer, Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  the  Society  be  incorporated,  and 
until  successors  are  chosen  in  their  room ;  and  they,  together 
with  eighteen  other  members  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  same 
time,  of  whom  six  shall  be  clergymen  and  twelve  shall  be  lay- 
men, shall  form  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

5.  The  Trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  any 
meeting,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  President, 
Treasurer,  or  Recording  Secretary,  shall  elect  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  Committee  of  three 
persons,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  books  procured  with  it,  subject  and  according 
to  such  regulations  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Trustees  at  any  meeting  held  on  public  notice 
given  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  the  moneys  in 
his  hands  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee. 

6.  The  Trustees  shall  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Society,  on  the  principles  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  with  all  reasonable  powers  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  institution. 

7.  When  the  Society  shall  be  incorporated,  it  shall  meet,  on 
regular  notice  given,  for  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
granted  by  the  charter  of  incorporation. 

8.  If  the  Society  fail  of  obtaining  an  incorporation,  it  shall 
again  meet,  on  public  notice  given  by  the  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Recording  Secretary,  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving  the  institution,  and  for 
effecting  the  intentions  of  the  members. 
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Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution^  the 
Trustees  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  obtained  the 
following 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COlOfONWEALTH  OP  MA88ACHUBETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Ten.    An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Masaachuaetta. 

JVhertaSy  the  persons  hereafter  named  in  this  Act,  together  with 
many  other  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  formed  themselves 
into  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fnnd  by  volnntary  contri- 
bntion,  to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  for  diatnba- 
tion  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State  and  elsewhere, 
who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  who  cannot  be  con- 
veniently supplied  without  the  aid  of  others ;  and  whereas,  in  order 
that  the  pious  and  laudable  objects  of  said  Society  may  he  better 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  charity  of  said  Society  more  extensively 
diffused,  they  have,  by  their  Committee,  prayed  for  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. 

Sec.  1.  Be  U  thertfort  enacted  by  the  Serutte  and  House  of  RepreseniO" 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  authority  of  the  same^  That 
William  Phillips,  f^squire,  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  James  Freeman,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet 
Porter,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bald- 
win, D.  D.,  the  Hon.  William  Drown,  Francis  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Hon. 
Isaac  Parker,  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Joseph  Hurd, 
Esq.,  Mr.  Joseph  Sewall,  Redford  Webster,  Samuel  Parkman,  Joseph 
May,  and  Henry  Hill,  Ekiquires,  the  Rev.  John  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Buckminster,  and  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Walley,  together  with 
those,  who  have  associated,  and  who  may  hereafter  associate  with  them 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  incorporated  into 
a  Society,  by  the  name  of  The  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  William  Phillips,  and 
others  above  named,  and  their  associates,  shall  be  and  remain  a  body 
corporate  by  the  said  name  and  title  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  may  have  a  seal  which  they  may  alter  at  pleasure ;  and 
the  said  Society  shall  be  capable  of  taking  and  receiving  from  any 
persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  purposes  of  this  institution  any 
grants  or  devises  of  lands  and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise 
and  donations,  bequests,  and  subscriptions  of  money,  or  other  property 
to  be  used  and  improved  fur  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
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Sec.  3.  Be  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  any  real  estate  other 
than  that,  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid,  provided  the  value  of  the 
whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  said  Society,  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may  sue  and  be 
sued,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  may  appoint  an  agent  or  agents 
to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  with  power  of  substitution. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society  may  choose  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  Trustees,  and  such 
other  officers  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  may  make  and  establish  such 
rules  and  regulations,  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary ;  provided  the 
same  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  or  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Sec  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq.,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized,  by  notification  in  any  two  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  Boston,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  the  first  meeting 
of  said  Society ;  at  which  meeting  the  said  Society  may  appoint  the 
time  and  place  of  their  annual  and  other  meetings,  and  the  manner  of 
notifying  the  same :  may  choose  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  may  prescribe 
their  duty,  and  may  vest  in  the  Trustees,  the  number  of  which  may 
be  determined  by  the  said  Society,  but  shall  not  exceed  thirty,  sucb 
powers,  conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  institution,  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary. — Approved  by  the  Chvemor,  February  15,  1810. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Sixty-five.    An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows : 

Sec  1.  The  Corporation  heretofore  established  by  the  name  of 
The  Bible  Society  of  Massachusetts,  shall  hereafler  be  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  and  by  that 
name  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  its  rights  and  privileges  and  be 
subject  to  all  its  liabilities  and  obligations  to  the  same  extent  as  if  its 
name  had  not  been  changed. 

Sec  2.  The  said  Society  may  publish,  procure,  purchase,  circu- 
late and  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  any  other  than  the  Eng- 
lish language,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  they  are 
now  authorized  by  law  to  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  of  the 
version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  in  New  England,  any  thing 
in  the  Act  incorporating  the  said  Society  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.— Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  27,  1865. 


BY-LAWS. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  May  26,  1851^ 
the  following  By-Laws  were  adopted  : — 

ARTICLE    1. 

This  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 
of  Incorporation,  namely,  '*  the  raising  a  fuud  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  be  appropriated  in  procuring  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  version  in  common  use  in  the  churches  of  New  England, 
for  distribution  among  all  persons  inhabiting  within  the  State 
and  elsewhere,  who  are  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
who  cannot  be  conveniently  supplied  without  the  aid  of  others." 

ARTICLE  TI. 

Every  regularly  settled  clergyman,  of  any  denomination  of 
Christians  in  the  State,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  signifying  his  request  in  writing  to  that  clfect,  to  the  Record- 
ing Secretary — who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  shall 
so  become  members,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than  two 
dollars  annually,  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of  the  Society, 
so  long  as  such  payment  is  continued, — and  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  such  persons. 

ARTICLE    IT. 

Every  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  not  less  than 
twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  life,  and  shall  be  so  enrollecij  by  the  Recording 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  fourteen 
Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Treasurer,  and  eighteen  Trustees  and  an  Auditor.  The 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
taries and  Treasurer,  shall  each  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the 
recording  officer  of  that  Board.  These  officers  shall  all  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

ARTICLE    YI. 

The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees ;  and  he,  and  also  the  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries 
and  Treasurer,  shall  perform  the  duties  usually  incumbent  on 
such  officers  respectively. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  management  of  all  the  concerns 
of  the  Society,  except  the  choice  of  such  officers  as  by  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  is  vested  in  the  Society,  and  they  shall  prescribe 
the  duties  of  all  officers,  direct  the  collection  and  appropriation 
of  all  funds  and  donations,  and  generally  have  and  possess  all 
the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  Act  aforesaid  in  the  So- 
ciety. It  shall  be  their  duty,  however,  at  every  Annual  Meeting, 
to  make  and  lay  before  the  Society  a  particular  Report  of  all 
their  doings,  with  all  such  documents  and  vouchers  as  may  be 
asked  for  by  any  member,  and  such  Report  shall  be  had  and 
considered  before  the  Society  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
Trustees,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  on  the 
Monday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  and 
at  this  meeting  it  shall  be  competent  to  transact  any  business 
which  the  Society  can  lawfully  do.  Notice  of  this  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  the  Recording  Secretary  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  holding  thereof,  by  notice  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Trusteeif,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in  at  least  three 
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newspapers  published  in  Boston,  and  no  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted at  such  meeting,  excepting  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
notice. 

ARTICLE   z. 

The  Trustees  shall  hold  regular  semi-annual  meetings  in 
March  and  September,  in  each  year,  and  such  other  special 
meetings  as  thej  may  direct,  or  as  the  President  may  at  any 
time  call.   Five  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  annu- 
ally, shall  choose  from  their  own  body  an  Executive  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Agencies,  and  a  Committee  on  the  Depository. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  management  of  the 
funds,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  books  procured  with 
them ;  the  Committee  on  Agencies  shall  have  the  direction  of 
all  matters  connected  with  the  agencies  of  the  Society,  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  agents,  subject  to  the  approrai  of  the  Trustees, 
and  the  defining  of  their  respective  duties ;  the  Committee  on 
the  Depository  shall  have  the  management  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Society's  Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles, — all 
of  said  Cqpmittees,  at  all  times  however,  to  be  subject  to  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  Trustees  in  all  respects. 

ARTICLE    xiii. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose, 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Each  Life  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  allowed  to  receive 
from  the  Depository,  annually,  the  value  of  one  dollar  in  Bibles 
and  Testaments. 

N.  B. — The  above  books  will  be  delivered  to  members  by 
personal  application,  or  to  their  order  ;  and  they  can  be  issued 
only  for  the  current,  not  for  past  years. 


MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE, 

BY  TlIK   PAYMENT   OF   TWENTY   D0LLAU8  AND   UFWAKD8. 
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Abbe,  Rev.  Frederick  R.,  Mington, 

Abhe,  Mn.  Frederick  K.         " 

Abbot,  Charlci  M.,  Is^twill. 

Abbott,  Rev.  Jicob  J.,    Yarmouth^  Mc. 

Abom,  John  G.,  IVaktfidd. 

Adaroi,  Elizabeth  W.,  /)erry,  JVl  H, 

Adami,  Frank  N.,  Medwajf. 

Adami,  John  Clark,  Ilupkinton. 

*Adami,'JohQ  Quincy,  ^uincy. 

Adams,  Nehemiah,  D.  1).,  Boston, 

Adama,  Stephen,  H'mC  Mcdvay. 

Adkini,  Mi«i  Mary  J.,  South  DeerJuU. 

*Albree,  John,  Bottom. 

^Albro,  John  A.,  D.  I).,  Cambridgt, 

Albro,  Mrf.  Elizabeth  S. 

Albro,  MiM  Annie  E. 

Alden,  Almira  S.  C,  FoxboroK 

Aldcn,  Ratfell,  Campello, 

Alden,  Miii  Sarah  U.,  Randolph. 

Alden,  Mias  Su«an,  " 

Aldrich,  Mn.  Mary  C,  JFestboro*. 

Allen,  Mn.  Cyruv,  Franklin. 

Allen,  Rov.  Nathaniel  U.,  H'rrntham. 

Allen,  Richard  If.,  Braintreg. 

Aroet,  Jamei  S.,  Harerhill. 

Andrewi,  Artcmaa  F.,  Fitchburg. 

Andrews,  G.  L.,  Boaton. 

Andrewi,  George  W.,  IMnwirt. 

Andrews,  Stephen,  GUmcuttr, 

Androwi,  W.  T.,  Booton. 

Andrewi,  Thomas  J-j.,  HuUitton. 

Andrewi,  VValtei  II.,  fVhitinsvUle. 

*Appleton,  Samuel,  Boston. 

^Applcton,  William,    " 

Archibald,  Edward,  Methuen. 

Armoa,  MIm  ('lara  A.,  Campello. 

Armiby,  Mn.  H.  A.,  WhUinsville. 

Arnold,  Suian  C,  Braintrer. 

Atwood,  Mm,  Abby,  BtTuen^  A".  J. 

Atwood,  Mn.  KHz  iiMith  M.,    " 

Atwood,  Edward  S.,  Boston. 

Atwood,  John  \V.,  BtTfjt'n^  A*.  J. 

Habcock,  Mn.  Nnncy,  Boston. 

Itabcock,  R'.'V.  William  U.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Babson,  Mim  Maria  R.,  Oloucetter. 

Bachelor,  Mr«.  Mary  A.,  nhUittnilU. 
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Bacon,  Jacob,  Ohmtrster. 

Eacon,  Rev.  Jamei  M.,  Ktttx. 

Bncon,  Joaeph  N.,  Iftwton. 

BackuN,  Rev.  Joiepli  W.,  Thomatton^  O. 

Baker,  !^In.  Eleanor  J.  W.,  Dorckuier. 

Biker,  Frnncii,  Peabodf. 

Baker,  Soinn  S.,        " 

Balmer,  William,  Jr.,  IVhitinsville, 

Baldwin,  Miu  Joiephine  L.,  Lynn. 

Ball,  Mill  Elizabeth,  Concord. 

Bancroft,  Amasa,  Gardner, 

Barber,  Martin,  Sktrbom. 

Barber,  Sally  C,      " 

Barbour,  Rev.  William  M.,  Bannor,  Me. 

Barbour,  Mn.  Eliza  A.  ** 

*Bardwell,  Lieut.  Charlei  S.,  WhaUly. 

Barker,  Hiram,  Brighton. 

Bardnley,  Jamei|  H'hitinnille. 

Barnard,  William  F.,  MArlboro.^ 

•Bat-nei,  William,  " 

Bamei,  Zilpah,  Ilenruker,  AT.  IL 

Barrett,  Nathan  11.,      *   Concord. 

Barrett,  Miii  Rebecca  M.        " 

Bartlett,  Rev.  Edward  O.,  Proridtnctj  R.  I, 

Bartlott,  Mn.  Eleanor  C,  Plymouth, 

Bartlett,  Thomas,  Boston. 

Baiiett,  Henry,  M'ewton, 

Bauott,  Mn.  Lucrctia  C,  Charlamomt, 

Baiaett,  Sarah  E.,  J\'eichurypurt. 

Batcholor,  .Mils  Francei  A.,  H'hitin»vilU. 

Batchelder,  John  M.,  IIMiston. 

Batchelor,  Stephen  F.,  irhitinsvUU. 

*Bayloy,  Robert,  ^''c1Pburyport. 

Beal,  Alexander,  Boston, 

Beal,  Mn.  Louiaa,  Cohass4t. 

Br-ali,  Iiaac  N.,  Campello. 

Bean,  Cyrui  Bcede,  J^verj  JV.  //. 

*Beane,  Rev.  Samuel,  AV^rCon. 

Beane,  Iiaac,  .Vatick. 

Bearie,  Miii  Olive  II.,  Centrenille. 

Beobe,  Jamei  M.,  Boston, 

Beebe,  Mn.  Jamcn  AL  *' 

*Boebo,  rharloi  E. 

Beebo,  Frince^  l*. 

Beubo,  Edward  P. 

Bucbe,  Emil/  B. 
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Beebe,  Mary  L.,  Boston. 

Beecher,  Rov.  Cliarlei,  Oeorgetottn, 

Beecher,  Rev.  William  H.,  JV0.  BrookJUld, 

Beldea,  Mri.  Marianne  P.,  fVkalelf. 

Belden,  William  P.,  Oardner^ 

Belknap,  MiH  Martha  M.,  Kramingham. 

Benner,  Burnham  C,  Lowell. 

Benson,  Frederiek  A.,  M'ewton, 

Bitcoe,  Mra.  Arthar  6.,  Weatboro'*. 

Blanchard,  Mitt  Frances  C,  Qroto%, 

Bliu,  Kev.  Charles  R.,  Wakefield. 

Bliss,  Mrs.  Charles  R.  ^ 

Blodgett,  Benjamin  C,  JVeiDton. 

Blodgett,  Simeon,  South  Deerfitld. 

Blood,  Cyrus  W.,  Wincketter. 

Blood,  Lyman,  Qroton. 

Bodwell,  Rev.  Joseph  C,  JIartfardt  Conn. 

Bodwell,  Mrs.  Catharine,        ** 

"^Bond,  George,  Boston. 

Boome,  Thomas  B.,  Foxboro*. 

Boutwell,Mrs.  Hannah  II.,  Braintree. 

Bowers,  Luke  K.,  Boston. 

Bowers,  Mrs.  Cara  H.  " 

*Brackott,  James,  Qiuncy. 

Brackett,  I^emuel,     " 

*Braman,  Rev.  Isaac,  Oeorgetown. 

Brandenberf ,  Oliver  C.  W.,  S.FraneiscojCaL 

Brant,  Aaron,  H'aktfield. 

*Brecd,  Rev.  William  J.,  RafHkam. 

Brewer,  Cyrus,  Darekester. 

Brewer,  Mrs.  C.  ^,  Boston* 

Brewer,  John  R.  "  » 

Brickctt,  Franklin,  Haverhill. 

Briggs,  Miss  Catharine  Clark,  tVenkam, 

Briggs,  Rev.  William  T.,  East  Douglas. 

Briggs,  Mrs.  Abby  L.,  ** 

Brigham,  Mrs.  Dexter  P.,  H'estboro\ 

Brigham,  Rev.  Willard,  Wellfieet. 

Brock,  Robert  G.,  WkitinsviUe. 

*Bromfield,  Elizabeth,  Boston. 

^Brooks,  Peter  C,  Boston. 

Brooks,  Peter  C.  ** 

Brown,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.  ** 

Brown,  Rebecca,  fV kitinsville. 

Brown,  Joseph,  Oroton. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Mary  O.,  llaverkUl, 

Brown,  Robert  K.,  WkitinsviUe. 

Bryant,  Solon,  " 

Bucklin,  Simon  S.,  Brookline, 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  C.  F.,  Plattshurgk^  JV.  Y. 

Bullard,  Mrs.  John,  Jr.,  Medtoaf. 

Burge,  Lorenzo,  Boston. 

Burnham,  Robert  W.,  Essex. 

Burr,  Charles  C,  Aubumdale. 

Barrage,  J.  C,  Boston. 

Burrill,  Henry,  Jr.,  Ea»t  AHngton. 

Bush,  Henry  J.,  Westjlsld. 

Boshby,  Sophia  W.,  Peabody. 


Butler,  Rev.  Daniel,  BatUn, 

Butler,  Mrs.  Jane  D.      ** 

Cady,  Rev.  Daniel  R.,  Arlington, 

Cady,  Mrs.  Harriet  &  " 

Caldwell,  Rev.  W.  £.,  Hfnnis 

Camp,  George,  Soutk  Iladlejf  Falls. 

Camp,  John,  •* 

Capen,  Mrs.  Charles,  Framinghsun. 

Capron,  Laura  A.  W.,  Uxbridgtm 

Capron,  William  C,        " 

Carleton,  George  H.,  Haverkill. 

Carpenter,  Rev.  Carlos  C,  Ckatana^ga^  TVs*. 

Carpenter,  Catharine  £.,  Foxhoro*. 

Carpenter,  Daniel,  ** 

Carpenter,  Edson,  " 

Carpenter,  Horace,  " 

Carr,  Charles  R.,  WkitinnUle. 

Carr,  John  C,  Wt$t  M'nsbury. 

Carrier,  Rev.  Augustus  H.^MixneafoUB^Mtm. 

Carruthers,  Rev.  William,  Dangers. 

Carter,  EUlward,  wtnifoosr. 

Carter,  Joshua  T.,  WkitinamUt. 

Cary,  George  C,  A*.  BridgewaUr. 

Cary,  Mrs.  Mary  D.,  Fozbors^, 

Case,  Mrs.  Mary  Olive,  JVeip  York  Citjf. 

Caswell,  Lemuel  £.,  West  AViefon. 

Chamberlin,  John,  Wkitinsvill*. 

Chamberlain,  Mrs.  Samuel,  Westbcro*. 

Chandler,  Miss  Frances  £.,  Jtniover. 

Chandler,  H.  H.,  CkarUsttnvn. 

Chapin,  Caleb  T.,  Mbrtkboro*. 

Chapin,JohnO.,  H'AiftnfeiUtf. 

Chnpin,  Josiah  L.,  Lawrence, 

Chapin,  Marcus,  Monaon. 

Chapin,  Milo,  Springfield, 

Chapin,  Miss  Sarah,  WkitinavilU. 

Chapman,  George  H.,  WintketUr. 

Chase,  Ann  Maria,  HnerkiiL 

Chase,  Charles  W.,       " 

Chase,  David  B.,  WkitiuMviUc 

Chase,  George  S.,  HaverkilL 

Chase,  Hezekiah,  Xryam. 

Chase,  Robert,  HaverkUl, 

Cheever  Ira,  Ckelses. 

Child,  Misa  Anna  G.,  Springfield. 

Child,  George  U.,  Springfield,  O. 

Child,  Miss  Lucy,  TTutferd,  VL 

Childs,  Carlos,  Henniker,  A*.  H. 

Childs,  Horace,  " 

Choate,  David,  M.  D.,  Salem. 

*Clap,  James,  Dorchester. 

Clap,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Boston. 

Clapp,  James  B.  " 

Clapp,  JohnC.  " 

Clapp,  Samuel,  Fuxboreugk. 

Clark,  Rev.  Edward  U,  JVVw  Hawen^  Ct, 

Clark,  Elbridge,  East  Medwty, 

Clark,  George,  Concord. 
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Clark,  Jamet  G.,  Jtndover. 
Clark,  John  L.,  " 

Clark,  Jonathan,  WineheMter. 
Clark,  Rev.  JoMph  B.,  AletetontiHe. 
Clark,  Jalios  L.,  West  JVeio^on. 
Clark,  Rev.  lu  F.,  frhitinniUe. 
Clark,  Mri.  Miranda  D.,  Boston. 
Clark,  Mill  Nelly,  Sherbom. 
Clark,  Oliver  R.,  Winekester. 
Clark,  Rov.  P.  K.,  finest  Springfield, 
Clark,  RowM  R.,  H'hitinsvine. 
Clark,  Rufui  W.,  D.  D.,  .aibanf.  A*.  Y. 
Clarke,  Mn.  Adeliza  U.,  Medway. 
Clarke,  Rev.  Dorui,  D.  D.,  fFaltham. 
Clarke,  Francii,  HaverhilL 
Clarke,  George  E.,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Clarke,  Mri.  Sarah  L.,  Bostotu 
Clary,  Mn.  S.  S.,  Wareham. 
Claavcland,  Waldo,  South  Deerfitld, 
ClifTord,  VVyatt  B.,  Chatham. 
Clough,  John  K.,  CambridgB. 
Cobb,  Andrew  B.,  JViwton  Comer. 
Cobb,  Jacob,  Abington. 
Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Springfield,  VL 
*Cobb,  Richard,  Boston, 

*Codman,  Charlei  R.  (^ 

Codman,  Mn.  Catharine,  " 
Coe,  Laura  E.,  WhitinsvUle. 
Coe,  Mary  A.,  East  Douglas^ 
Coggin,  Rev.  William  S.,  Bozford. 
Cogiweli,  Doano,  Bradford. 
Cogiwell,  Ebenezor,  Ipswich. 
(i^olby,  Albert,  Boston. 
Colby,  Barak,  Henniker,  If.  H. 
Cole,  Aia,  West  Medway. 
Cole,  Mill  Ella  A.,  Medway. 
Cole,  John  A.,  " 

Conant,  Charlei  E.,  Winchester, 
Conant,  Jennie  A.,  Gardner. 
Conn,  Horace,  fVobum. 
Cook,  Aia,  ITewton. 
Cook,  Henry  A.,  W hUinsville. 
Cook,  Mn.  Maria  R.,  Uxbridge. 
Cook,  J.  Sullivan,  Whitinsviile. 
Cooley,  Mre.  Olive  P.,  Charlemont, 
Coolidge,  Rev.  Amoa  H.,  Leicester. 
Coolidge,  Jofloph,  Boston. 
Coolidge,  Lowell,     Sherborji. 
Coolidge,  Mn.  Catharine,  ** 
Copp,  Joseph  A.,  D.  D.,  Chrlsem, 
Copp,  Mn.  Fedora  P.  " 

Cordloy,  Mn.  Lydia  G.,  Lawrence. 
Corniih,  Mn.  Eiizahoth  D.,  CentreoiVe. 
Conon,  John,  HaverhilL 
Couieni,  Beulah  F.,  Newton  Centre. 
Cowdrey,  Robert,  Winchester. 
Crafti,  Mn.  Sarah  P.,  JSTewCon. 
Crawford,  Ellen  A.,  Barre. 
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Crittenden,  Mill  Robeca  8.,  Charlemont. 
Crittenden,  Simeon,  '* 

Crockett,  Mn.  Eliza,  Haverhill. 
Crosby,  Mn.  Eleanor  L.,  Centreoille. 
(^rokby,  Jamei,  Boston. 

("roiby,  Mn.  Rebecca,    " 
Cruickshanki,  Mn.  Anna  M.,  l^eruer. 
Cruickihanki,  Miis  Mary,  " 

Cruickihanki,  Mi»  Mary,  Chelsea. 
Cruikihanki,  George,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt, 
Cumingi,  Charlei,  Harvard, 
Currier,  Rev.  Albeit  H.,  Lynn, 
Curtis,  Abner,  Kast  Abington, 
Cushman,  George  H.,  Jforth  Bridgewaier, 
Cuihman,  Mn. Rachel  B.  " 

Cuihman,  Joseph  L,  AVio  Braintree. 
Cutler,  Rev.  Calvin,  Auhumdale. 
Cutler,  Rov.  Samuel,  Hanover. 
Cutter,  Stephen,  Winchester, 
Cutter,  Stephen  H.        " 
Dakin,  Thomai  L.,  SudJntry. 
Dame,  Henry,  Peabody, 
Damon,  Albert  P.,  Reading. 
Damon,  Mn.  Eldward  C,  Concord. 
*Dana,  Samuel,  Boston. 
Dana,  Charles  B.,  Brookline, 
Dane,  John, 
Dane,  John  U. 

Daniell,  Mn.  Eliza  B.,  East  Medway. 
Daniell,  Otis,  Boston. 
Daniels,  Elijah  B.,  East'Medway. 
DnnTels,  Blrs.  Mariam  W.  " 
Daniels,  Mn.  William,       ** 
Davis,  Airred  N.,  JST.  Wilmington. 
Davis,  Alvah  M.,  Haverhill. 
Davis,  Henry  L.,  Bradford. 
Davis,  George  L.,  Jforih  Andover. 
Duvis,  James,  Boston. 
Davis,  John,  Methnen. 
Davis,  John,  Somerville. 
Davis,  Lydia  K.,  Dunstable, 
Davis,  Miss  Mary  H.,  Concord. 
Davis,  Rev.  Perloy  R,  Hyde  Park. 
Davis,  ThaddeuB  Uriah,  Dunstable. 
Davison,  George  W.,  WhitinsvWe. 
Dawes,  Rev.  Ebenezer,  Dighton, 
Day,  Robert  L.,  ITewton, 
Dean,  Miss  Abbie T..Foxboro*. 
Denham,  Rev.  George,  Chelsea. 
Denham,  Mrs.  Clara  D.    ** 
Dickerman,  Rev.  Lysander,  Weymouth, 
Dickson,  Oliver,         SomervilU. 
Dickson,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.,      " 
*  Dix,  Mrs.  Elijah,  Boston, 
Dix,  Samuel  P.,  .Yewton. 
Doane,  Heman  S.,  Charlestown. 
Dodd,  Rev.  Stephen  G.,  Middlebon^, 
Dodge,  Rev.  John,  JVbrtA  BrookJUld, 
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Dodge,  Mn.  Ann  S.,  J>intrtk  Bnntkfi^ld. 

Dodge,  Mr*.  J.  M.  C,  Andovtr. 

Doggett,  Rov.  I'hoi.,  J^iagaraFallt^  JV*.  T, 

Doggelt,  Mn.  France*  L. 

Doggott,  William, 

*Donr,  John,  Boston. 

Dorr,  Samuel,    ** 

♦Dow,  Jo«iah,    ** 

Dowie,  Mri.  Carrie  D.,  Sherbom. 

♦Dowte,  Edward,  Dedkanu 

♦Dowse,  Elizaboth  R.  L.,  Skerborn, 

Drake,  Rev.  Ellii  R.,  41'ayfand. 

Dudley,  P.  W.,  fVkitinsville. 

Dudley,  Mra.  Sarah  A.      '* 

Dunham,  Charles  II.,  WinckuUr, 

Dunham,  Mrs.  Mary  L.,         " 

Dunlap,  Sumner,  South  DeerJUld. 

Dunlon,  Hiram  P.,  Spencer. 

Dunn,  Edward  H.,  Boeton. 

Durgin,  James,  fVett  A*e«6ury. 

Dutch,  Elizabeth,  Bostim. 

Dyer,  Rev.  E.  Porter,  SAmo«iKry. 

Dyer,  Mr*.  Maria  D.,  Olouceeter. 

Eager,  William,  Boston. 

Eamos,  Mrs.  Nancy,  Sherbom, 

Eoroes,  Warren,  fFilminfften. 

Eastbum,  RU  Rev.  Manton,  I).  D.,  Boston. 

Eaton,  Mrs.  Ann  E.,  JVaktfitld. 

Eaton,  Eben,  Fravnngkam. 

Eaton,  Edward,  Mtdway. 

Eaton,  Miss  Martha  W.,  Fitekbwrg. 

Euton,  William,  Boston. 

Eaton,  William  J.,  fyestboro\ 

Eddy,  Joshua,  East  MiddUbaro^. 

Edwards,  Mrs.  Frances  S.,  Dedkam. 

Edwanis,  Frederick  D.,  A*.  Chelmsford. 

Edwards,  Maria  F. 

Edwards,  Nathan  B. 

Eilwards,  Nathan  F. 

Edwards,  Sibyl  R. 

Edwards,  Victor  B. 

Eld  led,  Lorenso,  Falmouth. 

♦Eliot,  Samuel,  Boston. 

♦Eliot,  Samuel  A.   *' 

Elliott,  Robert,  Olobe  Vil!ag§. 

Ellis,  Willard  K.,  £.  Medwaif. 

Ells,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.,  Oberlin,  O. 

Ellswoith,  Rov.  Alfred  A.,  fieymuuth. 

Ellsworth.  Miss    Angcline  Grimke    ^Veld 

Cook,  H'eymnuth. 
♦Elwell,  Robert,  Boston. 
Emerson,  Miss  Ellen  T.,  Concord. 
Emerson,  Jacob,  Jr.,  Metkuen. 
Emerson,  Mrs.  Jacob,      *< 
Emerson,  R.  V.  C,  JVinoton. 
Emerson,  William,  //  estboro*. 
Emery,  Ueorge  F.  " 

Emery,  Mrs.  Harriet,  ^Torth  fFejfmouth. 
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Emery,  Rev.  Joshua,  ffrymoutk. 

Emory,  Mrs.  Mary,  Ckatkanu 

Emery,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  ^ewbmrypcrt. 

♦Everett,  Edward,  Boston. 

Fairbanks,  lierschel,  HacerkiU. 

Fairbanks,  Uerschel  P.        ** 

♦Fairbanks,  Stephen,  Boston 

♦Farnsworth,  Mrs.  Abel,  Oroton. 

Far ns worth,  Ezra,  Boston, 

Farr,  Alba  A.,  Metkuen. 

Farwell,  Stephen  T.,  Cambridge. 

Faxon,  Miss  Rachel  A.,  Brainfrte. 

Fay,  Mrs.  Addison  6.,  Conetrrd. 

Fay,  Charles  H.,  fTkitineville. 

Fay,  Cyrus,  fFestbore*. 

Fay,  J  OS i ah  Q.,  Hf^kinton. 

Pay,  S.  T.,  Hestboro*. 

Fayerweather,  Mra.  S.  A.,  Westhoru*. 

Fearing,  Albeit,        Boston. 

Fearing,  Mr*.  Albert,      " 

Felch,  Isaac,  J^'latiek. 

Field,  John  W.,         Boston. 

Field,  Mrs.  Amelia  C,    '* 

Fisher,  Miss  Eliza,  Medwof. 

Fisher,  Mrs.  Lewis,  EUtst  Medv^sy. 

Fisher,  Alilton  M.,  Medioay  Village. 

Fisher,  Samuel,  Canton. 

Fiske,  Rev.  Daniel  T.,  D.  D.,  JVewbmrgport. 

Fiske,  George  B.  HoUisitm. 

Fiske,  George  T.,  J^eutburyport. 

Fiske,  Mary  Fidelia,         *« 

Filch,  John  A.,  Hopltinton. 

Fitz,  Daniel,  D.  D.,  Ipewick. 

Filz,  Mrs.  Hannah  B.  D.    «« 

Fitz,  Daniel,  Jr.  >* 

Fitz,  Daniel  F.  « 

Flanders,  Joseph,  HaverkiU. 

Fletcher,  Ephraim  S.,  H'kiHnnille. 

Fletcher,  Mrs.  Emma  A.        ■* 

Fletcher,  Mrs.  Emily  M.         •* 

Fletcher,  James,  " 

Fletcher,  Mrs.  L.  C.  •« 

Fletcher,  Lewis  C.  *« 

Fletcher,  Samuel  J.  ** 

Fletcher,  Mra.  Hannah  C,  ManekeHer. 

Fletcher,  Isaac  W*.,  Stow. 

Fletcher,  Nancy  B.     «« 

Fletcher,  Rov.  Jamaa,   Danvere,     * 

Fletcher,  Mrs.  Lydia  M.        " 

Fletcher,  Stillman,  Wintkoeter. 

Fletcher,  William,  « 

Flinn,  Mra.  Paulona,       ** 

Flint,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Peabodf. 

Flint,  Levi  M.,  Stongkton. 

Flint,  Thomas,  Boston, 

Floyd,  Miss  Alary  J.,  Peabedjf, 

Folger,  Allen,  Oardnrr, 

Forbush,  William,  Wkitina^nOe. 
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Grean,  Rri.  J.  8.  C,  .V«»n. 
Grecnp,  aa>.  Klehstd  G.,  >|f>rln°Jfr.'rf. 
linonwDorl,  CliaiJei  H.,  Q.Ti«'-r. 
Gtamitaai,  Mn.  Silly  K.,  SkiTbttiL. 
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Gnle,Ka>.  WakaAeld,  n\ 
•Gala,  Mn.  WikcHald, 
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Milt  E.,  Or««. 
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G«rlHi.  Mt>.  HcIkcci 


ilaaly.KDi.  J«apli  W.,  JUiliMiihV, 


flnufh,  John  ll     B^yUlou. 
Ganth,  )ln.  Mmy  BMinbath,  Bof/lMOH 
UouifM,  Hhi  Ablty  M.,  Cr/aetr^. 
Gourr",  Htai  >lDr|:irat  II.   " 
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Hilton,  Rev.  John  V.,  KalamuioOj  Mick, 
Hilton,  William,  Bradford. 
Hitchcock,  George  M.,  Brimfield. 
Hobart,  Poter,  Boston. 
Hobion,  Aliu  Pritcilla,  Rowley. 
Holbrook,  Eliaha,  East  Randolph. 
Holbrook,  Everett,       " 
Holden,  Mrs.  Sarah,  Orafton. 
Holland,  Miii  Sarah  E.,  BosUtn. 
Holm,  Jacob  P.,  Maiden, 
*Holmet,  Abiel,  D.  D.,  Cambridge. 
Holroei,  Misi  Elizabeth  A.,  BelviderSf  IlL 
^Holmei,  Mrs.  Fanny  D,,  JWrfon. 
Holmes,  George  W.,  Bridgewater. 
Holmei,  Mist  Wealthy  A.,  CampeUo. 
Holt,  Jamei  A.,  Jindooer. 
Holton,  Thomas  8.,  fVinekester. 
Homer,  Charles  W.,  Cambridge. 
Hooker,  George  B.,  Sherbom, 
Hooker,  Mrs.  Martha  V.,  Boston. 
•Hooper,  Robert,  " 

Hoppio,  Rev.  James  M.,  JV010  Haren,  Ct. 
Hosmer,  Miss  Eliza,  Concord, 
Houghton,  Cephas,  Harvard. 
Uovey,  George  O.,  Boston, 
How,  Frederick,  Danvers, 
*How,  James,  Boston. 
Howard,  Cary,  Jfortk  Bridgewater. 
Howard,  David,  " 

Howard,  Mrs.  Frances  H.,  " 

Howard,  Mrs.  Matilda  P.    " 

Howard,  Rov.  Martin  B.,  Hilbrakam. 

•Howe,  John,  ^ortk  Bridgewater. 

Howe,  Martha  L.,  Oardner. 

Howes,  Mrs.  Caroline  H.,  CkarlemonL 

Howes,  Collins,  Chatham. 

Hoyt,  Henry,  Boston. 

Hoyt,  Mrs.  Maria,  Framingham. 

Hoyt,  Wm.  H.,  Boston, 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  Charles  A.,  Concord. 

Hudson,  Samuel,  Uzbridge, 

Hulbert,  Charles,  Boston. 

Humphrey,  Daniel,  ^orth  Weymouth. 

Hunt,  Mrs.  Jerusha  B.,  JV hitinsviUe, 

Huntington,  Matilda  C,  Peabody. 

Hurd,  Francis  P.,  M.  D.,  Wahefield. 

Hutchins,  Caroline  M.,  JVestford, 

Hutchins,  Wiljiam  E.,  LowelL 

Hutchins,  Maria  J.  " 

•Hyslop,  David,  Boston. 

Jackman,  Mrs.  Susan  M.,  Medway. 

Jackson,  Henry  W.,  Boston. 

Jackson,  Laura  E.  L.,    " 

•Jackson,  James,  " 

•Jackson,  Patrick  T.       " 

JefTries,  Miss  Catharine  Amory,  Boston, 

Jephson,  Miss  C.  R.,  Brookline. 

Jewott,  Henry,  Pepperell, 
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Johnson,  Cbarlea  O.,  Bradford. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Emma  E.    ** 

Johnson,  Francis,  Winchester. 

Johnson,  Peter  R.,  HoUiston. 

Johnson,  Miss  Rebecca,  JVortA  Andover, 

Johnson,  Mrs.  S.  W.,  FarmingUm,  JV.  H. 

Jones,  Augustas  T.,  Jfarik  Bridgewater, 

Jones,  Henry  E.,  HoUiston. 

Joselin,  Mrs.  A.  EL,  Oxford. 

Joy,  Mrs.  Abigail,  Boston. 

Jadson,  Mrs.  Mary  C,  Uzbridge. 

Keep,  N.  C,  Boston, 

Keith,  Adelbert  F.,  Cam^sZi*. 

Keith,  Albert, 

Keith,  Arza  B. 

•Keith,  Charles,  Mfrth  Bridgewater. 

Keith  Ekiward  Everett,  Bridgetoater. 

Keith,  Preston  B.,  CampeUo. 

Keith,  Ziba  C.  <* 

Kelton,  George,  Oardiur. 

Kempton,  Mrs.  Ellen,  Oraflon. 

Kendall,  Mrs.  Abel  M.,  Boston. 

Kendall,  Mrs.  Mary  E.,  IVintheater. 

•Kendall,  William,  Whitinsmlle. 

Kendrick,  John,  Haverhill. 
Kendrick,  Miss  Lydia  F.,  Chatham. 

Kerr,  Robert  W.,  Fozboro*. 
Kerr,  Jane  K.  " 

Kettelle,  Jacob  Q.,  Boston. 

Kilbon,  George  B.,  Sprmgjield. 

Kimball,  Benjamin,  Sd,  Haverhill. 

Kimball,  Rev.  Caleb,  Medway, 

Kimball,  Charles,  Ipswich, 

Kimball,  Daniel  W.,  Winchester 

Kimball,  David,  Bradford. 

Kimball,  Wallace  L.  " 

Kimball,  Mrs.  Harriet  W.,  LoweU. 

Kimball,  John  R.,  Wobvm. 

Kimball,  Mrs.  Sylvia,  Westhort^. 

Kingman,  Miss  Eliza,  Boston. 

•Kingman,  Miss  Sarah,    ** 

Kingsbury,  Nathaniel, 

Kingsbury,  John,     Bradford. 

Kingsbury,  Rev.  John  D.  '* 

Kittredge,  Rev.  A.  E.,  A'sw  York  city, 

•Knowles,  Rev.  James  D.,  Boston. 

Koowllon,  Rev.  Stephen,  IVest  Medway. 

Knox,  Mrs.  S.,  Rock  Island,  IlL 

Labaree,  Rev.  John  C,  Randolph. 

Lambert,  Miss  Elizabeth  6.,  Rowley. 

I^ambert,  Thomas  R.,  D.  D.,  Charleatown. 

Lambert,  William  T.,  »» 

Lamson,  Edwin,        Boston. 

Lamson,  Mrs.  Edwin,      " 

Lamson,  Gardner  Swifl,  " 

Lamson,  Helen,  " 

Lamson,  Kate  Glidden,    ** 

•Lane,  Anthony,  Lancaster. 
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Lnne,  Rot.  James  P.,  Andovtr, 
Lone,  Mn.  Emma  L.     ** 
Lane,  Rer.  John  W.,  JfkaUlf. 
Lane,  Mary  E.,  " 

Lane,  Richmond  J.,  EaH  Mingt^n. 
Langworthy,  Rev.  Inaac  P.,  ChtlMO* 
Larkin,  Lydia  E.,  Chester^  A*.  H. 
Lawll,  Joffiah,  fVhitituvillg, 
Laitell,  Mri.  Jennie  W.  " 
Lathe,  Min  Sarah  8.,  Orafton. 
Laurie,  Inglie,  OwaLmnaj  Minnetottu 
^Lawrence,  Amoa,  Bottom, 
Lawrence,  Rev.  Amoe  E.,  Houtatonic 
Lawrence,  Aia,         Oroion* 
*Lawrence,  Mrt.  M.  A.   " 
Lawrence,  Curtii,  ** 

I^wrence,  Mn.  Cortii,  " 
Lawrence,  John,  " 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Naoey  T.,  WilUm^  Me* 
Lawton,  Mn.S.  C,  If'kitituviUe. 
Laynd,  John,  " 

Leach,  Simeon,  East  Stoughton, 
Ijearoyd,  John  ^.,  Danvtrt. 
Leavitt,  Abner  L.,  Ilingkam, 
Leavitt,  Mn.  Elizabeth  G.,  Boston, 
Leavitt,  Rev.  Goorj^e  R.,  Jjsncaster. 
Lee,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Oreenjltld. 
*Lccdi,  Benjamin,  Brooklins, 
Lrcda,  Benjamin,        Boston, 
I>oedi,  Mn.  Anno  B. 
Lecdi,  Miu  Anne  0. 
Leet,  Mrs.  Samuel,  Concord. 
Lefavour,  Inachar,  Btverly. 
Leland,  Calvin,  Jr.,  M'atick, 
Leland,  Mn.  Charlotte  A.,  Shsrbom. 
Leonard,  Eliza,  Fozboro*. 
Leooard,  Jamoi  M.,  Bridgtvater, 
Lowit,  Reuben,      GToton, 
J^wii,  Mn.  Susan  F.,  " 
Lincoln,  Rev.  Calvin,  Jlingkam. 
Lincoln,  P.  W.,  Jr.,  Boston. 
Lincoln,  James  L.  C,  Sunderiand, 
Lincoln,  Noah,  Boston, 
Little,  Alexander  E,  JVbrtk  Midd'eboro\ 
Little,  Rev.  Elbridge  G.  " 

Little,  Mn.  Lucia  8.,  " 

Little,  Sarah  Isabel,  " 

Little,  Stuart,  fVkitinsvill*; 
Little,  Waldo  P.,  JTetotun  Ctntri, 
Little,  William  A.  " 

Littlefiold,  Samuel,  Somervilli. 
^  Liver  more,  George,  Cambridge* 
*Loeke,  Epbraim,  Boston. 
Loomis,  Rev.  Elihu,  Littleton, 
Lord,  Rev.  Charles  K.,  Boston, 
Lord,  Miss  Anna  M.,  Ipswich. 
Lord,  John  A.,  Peab-idy. 
Lord,  Louisa  C,  Manchester . 
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Loring,  Mrs.  Ilnnnah  W.,  Jfewton  Centre. 
Loud,  Arthur  J.,  Boston, 
Loud,  Mrs.  Martha  B.,  Braintrec 
LoTell,  Miss  Mary  H.,  Medteay, 
*Lowell,  Charles,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
Lumb,  William,  " 

Lunt,  Charles  P.,  H  inchester. 
Lyman,  Rev.  George,  South  Amherst. 
Lyman,  Samuel  T.,  Huntington. 
Lyon,  Miss  Chloo  R.,  Campello, 
Macreadiog,  Rot.  Charles  S.,  Provincetawn 
Maltby,  Rev.  Erastus,  Taunton. 
Mann,  Miss  Helen  L.,  Greenfield, 
Manning,  Otis,  Littleton. 
Manning,  Edward  W.,  IVohwm. 
Manning,  Walter  II.,  LUUeton. 
Marble,  Mrs.  Mary  E.,  OrnfUn. 
Markham,  Mrs.  Priscilla  V.,  H'rentham. 
Marrett,  Lorenzo,  East  Cambridge, 
Marsh,  Elizabeth  C,  HaoerhilL 
Manh,  B.  J.,  Leominstsr, 
Manh,  Miss  Julia  .M.,  Haverhill, 
*^Manton,  William,  Boston. 
Mason,  Miss  Nellie  A.,  Btiylston. 
.Mattison,  William,  WhiUnsviUe. 
Maynard,  Rev.  Joshua  L.,  H'iUistanf  FL 
MaynanI,  Leander,  Shrewsbury, 
*McKean,  William,    Boston. 
McKoon,  Philend,  Andover. 
McKeen,  Phebe,  '* 

*McLean,  Mrs.  Ann,  Boston, 
McLean,  Rev.  John  K.,  fVamiR^Aam. 
McLoud,  Rev.  Anson,  Topsfield. 
Means,  Rev.  John  C,  Boston, 
Means,  Mrs.  John  O.        " 
Means,  William  G.,  Andover, 
Alorriam,  Abner  II.,  Tem^eton, 
Meni.'im,  Homer,  Sprin^fieid. 
Merrill,  Rev.  James  H.,  Andowrr. 
Merrill,  John  K.,  Melhuen, 
Merritt,  Mn.  Mary  A.,  Montague, 
Messenger,  Miss  Eliza,  Fitehburg, 
Mills.Rev.  (;hailes  L.,  Boston, 
Mills,  Mn.  Rebecca  B.      " 
Minot,  William,  " 

Minot,  William,  Jr.  <* 

Mixtcr,  Mrs.  Fanny  L.      " 
Mixter,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Hardwiek. 
.Mixter,  Mrs.  S.  E.,  Rock  Island,  lU. 
Mooar,  Rev.  George,  Oakland^  Cat. 
Moody,  James,  H'hitinsviUe. 
Moore,  I^wis,  Sharon. 
Moors,  Joseph,  Groton. 
Moors,  Rufus,  ** 

Aloon,  Mrs.  Rufus,  ** 
Mordougli,  Rev.  John  H.,  Portlandf  Me. 
More,  Charles  H.,  Bradford, 
Morong,  Rov.  Thomas,  Ipswich. 
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Morley,  Rev.  Sardis  B.,  Pittsfield. 
Morrison,  Diiniel  T.,  Mttkuen. 
Morrison^  Miti  Nancy  T.,  RovUy. 
Morse,  Mim  Abby  P.,  Emporia^  Kansa*. 
Morie,  Charles  N.,  Fozboro'. 
Morse,  Miss  Emily  A.,  Bradford. 
Mono,  Henry,  A*atte^. 
Mome,  Rafus  VV.,  Mttkutn, 
Morse,  William  E.,  Bradford. 
Moteley,  Edward  S.,  J^twburyport, 
Mosman,  Walter  B.,  AubumiiaU. 
Monger,  Rev.  Theodore  T.,  Haverhill. 
Mung  r,  Mrs.  T.  T.,  " 

Munroe,  Miss  Mary,  Concord. 
Murray,  Rev.  James  O.,  AVw  York  City. 
Murray,  Mrs.  Julia  R.  " 

Nason,  Rev.  Charles,  WdlfLetL 
Nason,  Rev.  Elias,  Exeter j  A".  H, 
Needham,  Lucy  M.,  JVeto  Braintrte. 
Needhami  Mrs.  Mary  P.,  Pcabody. 
Nelson,  Jonathan  U.,  Skreteebury. 
*Newell,  Montgomery,  Boston. 
Newhall,  Lucy  Ann,  Stow. 
Newman,  Miss  Sarah  A.,  fpswieh. 
Nichols,  Alfred  A.,  H'eet  Jtmesbury. 
Nichols,  James  R.,  HaverhilL 
Nichols,  Moses,  " 

Nickerson,  Mrs.  Tempie  W.,  ^''antuckct. 
Nightingale,  Rev.  Crawford,  Oroton. 
^Norcross,  Josiah,  H'akcjle^d. 
Norcross,  Mrs.  Josiah,  " 
Norton,  Rev.  Edward,  Montague. 
Nourse,  B.  Alden,  ff'estbnr(i\ 
Nourse,  Daniel,  fVesl  Jfedway. 
Nourse,  Susan  M.,  BtAton. 
Noyes,  Alva,  JV7»r£A  Bridgexoater. 
Noyes,  Jacob,  Abington. 
Noyes,  Luke  B.,  South  Jtbington. 
Noyes,  Rufos  8.,  A*.  Bridgewaler. 
Oatley,  O.  D.,  W hitinsvillt. 
Odiin,  Benjamin,  Exeter,  A*.  H. 
Odiio,  Mrs.  E.  T.  " 

Ordway,  Aaron  L.,  JVeto  York  city. 
Ordway,  Miss  Charlotte,  Bradford. 
Ordway,  Herbert,  " 

Osborne,  George  F.,  Peabody. 
Osgood,  George  C,  LotocU. 
Osgood,  n.  B.,  tVhilinsville. 
Packard,  Rev.  D.  I'eropic,  BrighUm. 
Packard,  Edwurd  C,  Jforth  Bridgevater. 
Packard,  S.  Edwards,  Springfield. 
Packard,  S.  Franklin,  CampeUo. 
Packard,  Miss  Susie  P.,      " 
Packard,  "Lxheon,  Jibington. 
Page,  Abigail  L.,  Jitkinson^  J^.  JI. 
Paige,  Goorgc  R.,  JVeto  Saiem. 
'*'Paine,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.,  Holden, 
♦Paiiio,  Miss  Sarah  C.        " 


Palmer,  Rev.  Charlea  Ray,  Saiem, 

*Palroer,  Rev.  Stephen,  AVedUkaai. 

Palmer,  Squire,  South  Deerfield. 

Park,  John  C,  Boston. 

Parker,  Andrew,  Oloneeettr. 

Parker,  Daniel,  fVhitinsvUle. 

*Parker,  John,  Boatotu 

Parker,  Mrs.  Sarah,  *' 

*Parkmao,  Francis,  D.D.     *' 

*Parkraan,  Samuel,  ** 

Parkmao,  Mm.  Sarah,  ** 

Parmenter,  Mrs.  £.  J.  G.,  Pettraham, 

^Parsons,  Gorham,  Batten, 

^Parsons,  William,       " 

Partridge,  Clark,  JUedway. 

Partridge,  Joseph,  Holliston. 

Patrick,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  JFeat  Newton. 

Patrick,  Mrs.  Martha  L.  " 

Patten,  Mrs.  John  P.,  Dorchester. 

Patterson,  David  H.,  Mtthnen. 

Paul,  Frederick  A.,  LakeviUc. 

Paul,  Henry,  M'Snoton. 

♦Paul,  Mrs.  Henry,     " 

•Paul,  Luther,  " 

Paul,  Luther,  Jr.         " 

Paul,  .Miss  Harriet,     " 

Paul,  Miss  Mary,        " 

Paul,  Mrs.  Ruth  B.,  Medtoay. 

Payson,  Miss  Susan,  Fozboro*. 

Payson,  William  P.,         «♦ 

Pearson,  Miss  Hannah  J.,  Lowell. 

Pease,  George  W.,  Salem. 

Peck,  Rev.  David,  SunderltnuL 

Peckham,  Hubbard,  PeCer^Aase. 

Peirce,  Rev.  Bradford  K.,  Harlem,  A*.  V. 

Peoples,  Samuel,  Matick. 

Perkins,  Benjamin  C,  Peahody, 

Perkins,  E.  E.,  J^orth  Middleboro*. 

Perkins,  Mrs.  Elisabeth  C.  " 

Perkins,  Jairus  H.  ** 

Perkins,  James,  Pcabody, 

♦Perkins,  James,     Boston. 

♦Perkins,  James,  Jr.     " 

Perkins,  .Miss  Mary  A.,  Brighton. 

♦Perkins,  Thomas  iL,  B'teton. 

Perley,  Mrs.  Abigail  T.,  Salem. 

Perley,  Jacob,  •« 

Perry,  Miss  Catharine  R,  Sherhom. 

Perry,  James,  Danvers. 

♦Peters,  Edward  D.,  Boston. 

Peters,  Mrs.  Lydia  U.,  Beriia. 

Pettoo,  Daniel,  Sharon. 

Pottee,  MiRs  Eliza  J.,  Foxhoro*. 

Pottee,  Samuel  Gardner,  Stonghtgn, 

Pettee,  Willard,  Foxbor6>. 

Phillips,  Alunzo  P.,  Peabody. 

♦Phillips,  Jonathan,  Boston. 

Phillijis,  Mrs.  Sally,     '' 
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*Pbillipf,  William,  BoMton. 
Piokard,  Rev.  Daoiel  W.,  Orovtiand, 
Piekerinc,  Henry  W.,  Boston, 
*Pierco,  Rev.  Charlaa  U.,  JUiUhary, 
Pierce,  Isaac  T.,  If  AitiiuviUe. 
Pierce,  Sjlveeter  G.,  fyinehetUr. 
*Pierpoiit,  Rev.  Joho,  itfin^or^ 
Pieraoo,  Rev.  Wm.  Henrj,  IpnoUk, 
Pike,  John,  D.  D.,  Rowley. 
Plumb,  Rev.  Albert  H.,  CAai«ea. 
Plamb,  Joaeph  Dart,  *< 

Plomer,  Bira.  Martha  H.,  Roul$y, 
Plammer,  larael,  WkitinnUU, 
Pofae,  Mrs.  Joaeph,  Qrafton. 
PoUard,  Joaeph  6.,  Woburn, 
Pollock,  Miaa  Emma  A.,  WkitintffUU, 
Pted,  Almira  W.,  SnUh  MuUtn. 
Pond,  John  P.,  BosUn. 
Pond,  Mra.  Nancy,  Mtdwy. 
Pood,  William  E.,  mmllUim, 
Pool,  Solomon,  OUmcester. 
Poor,  Joseph,  Peakody, 
Poor,  Nathan  H.  ** 
Porter,  Samuel  S.,  WinchuUr. 
Pratt,  Cornelius,  JVarCA  Weymouth, 
Pratt,  Galen,  Mrtk  BridgewaUr. 
Pratt,  Galen  E.         ** 
Pratt,  Rev.  George  H.,  HarvMri. 
Pratt,  Norton,  Braintret, 
Pratt,  Phebe,  Skerbom, 
Pratt,  Maria  L.,  Abington. 
Pratt,  Philip  W.       « 
Pratt,  Zebulon,  ^ortk  MiddUboro\ 
Pray,  John  J.,  Lotoelk 
Prentice,  Mias  Julia,  Ortjtcm, 
Prentice,  Marvel,  WkVinnilU, 
Prentice,  Jamea  A.      " 
Prentiss,  Luke,  <* 

*Preacott,  William,  J^Mtoa. 
-^Prince,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Qsorgttown. 
Prince,  Mra.  Sarah  B.,  QvuKf. 
Pritchard,  William,  JVeioteryfort. 
Proctor,  Henry  H.,  Pu^ody. 
Pioctor,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.,  OlncuUr. 
Proctor,  Thorodike,  Ptabody. 
Puffer,  Mrs.  Josiah,  Harvard, 
Ctuincy,  Thomaa  D.^^D^rcketttr. 
auiocy,  Mra.  J.  C.  *< 

auincy,  Thomaa  O.,  Jr.  " 
Rankin,  Rev.  J.  Eames,  CkarUtUnon, 
Rankin,  Mrs.  Mary  " 

Ray,  Georfe  W.,  Mtdway  ViUrngt, 
Raymond,  Helan  8.,  Bogtan, 
Read,  Bfiaa  Martha,  EoH  Jtbingtan, 
Reed,  Mias  CaroUne  G.,  HntrhUl. 
Reed,  Horaee,  8§utk  JtbingUn, 
Rioe,  Mrs.  A(oea  L.,  .fiMten. 
Rica,  Edward,  fr^ylmd, 
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Rice,  Mrs.  Eliiabeth  C,  Lcwraiua. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Henry  A.,  Boston, 
Rice,  Miss  M.  Augusta,  fFsstbors\ 
Rich,  Rev.  Alonxo  B.,  Btverly, 
Rich,  Rev.  A.  Judaoo,  H^utminster, 
Rich,  Mra.  Harriet  L.,         <* 
Richards,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  Bridg^ort,  OL 
Richards,  Jamea  P.,  Campello, 
Ricbardaon,  Benjamin  P.,  Boston, 
Richardson,  John  W.,  Modiomy, 
Ricbardaoo,  Luther,  Whcktsisr, 
Richardson,  Miss  Sarah  £.,  Concerd. 
Richardson,  Stephen,  W.  Medway, 
Richardson,  Sumner,  Wincksttar, 
*Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jr.,  Boston. 
Robbins,  Andrew,  Qrotvn, 
Robbins,  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
•Robbins,  Edward  H.  ** 

Roberts,  Rev.  Jacob,  EsM  JUtdway, 
RoberU,  Mra.  Mary  A.  ** 

Roberts,  Mrs.  Ruth,  Manchestsr, 
Robertson,  James,  Peabody, 
Robinaon,  Charles  W.,  Jtnbnmdolo, 
Robinson,  H.  W.,  M'ortk  Bridgowaler, 
Robinson,  Rev.  Reuben  T.,  fVmchostsr. 
•Robinson,  Mrs.  Clara  A.         " 
Rockwood,  John,  Oroton, 
Rockwood,  John  T.,  Spring/teld. 
Rockwood,  Miss  Polly  8.,  AshUnd, 
•Rogers,  George,  Boston. 
Rogers,  George  L.,  JVswfturfpart. 
Rogers,  Shubael  G.,         Boston. 
•Rogers,  Rev.  William  M.      •< 
Russell,  Sarah  J.,  Frnminghawu 
Ryder,  MarietU,  Ckathnm. 
Safford,  Rev.  George  B.,  Burlington,  Ft. 
^Salisbury,  Samuel,  Bostoi 
Sanford,  Mra.  Adeline  D.,.¥adi0af  FUUgo, 
Sanford,  Henry  D.,  Bridgewater. 
Sanger,  Edward  G.,  Caai^r^gijp^rt. 
Sergeant,  James  C,  Onkhom, 
Sargent,  Edmund,  fVost  Amosbwry. 
•Sargent,  Lucius  M.,  Boston. 
Sargent,  Samuel  G.,  Meikusn. 
•Sawtell,  Mrs.  Ephraim,  Oroton. 
Sawyer,  George,  CamfoUo, 
Sawyer,  Martha  B.,   ** 
Sawyer,  Seth  C,  E.  Rmdolfk, 
•Scudder,  Charlea,  Boston. 
Scudder,  Mra.  Sarah  L.  ** 
Sears,  Miaa  Hannah  M.,  AsbJUld. 
Seaver,  A.  W.,  JVbrcJUoro*. 
Seeley,  Raymond  H.,  D.  O.,  HavsrhiU. 
Seeley,  Mra.  Fanny  B. 
Selfridge,  Thomas  O.,  Boston, 
Shattuek,  Andrew,     Qrotan. 
Shattuek,  Mis.  Suaan  P.  " 
Shaw,  Mil.  Hannah,  Bostam. 
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Shtldoo,  Re>.  Lulh.t  H.,  Jtmui*rgh.X:J. 

BUhw,  Hanlu  A.,  Akoln  Cntrb 

Sfaflldon,  Mn-SuihH. 

Bl.>cri,E«..l«.C.        0r«ur«. 

BiMi.,  Eieh.ri  a,  D.  D.     " 

Bbixnek,  Mi«  M>rl>  L.,  Carnal,. 

Stowell,  Hi>.  Abbr  KDUHrd,  Ctnttrd. 

S.blcj,  Mi«  Liiiui  N.,  Wurtm'. 

BUxIl,  Cinu  A.,  SnlA  DwrJitU. 

•9Hoori«7,  And™w,BMMI>. 

Bunll,  D.W.,      Walthau. 

Bi<oqin.r,  Hwiy,          " 

SiwHidi,  Al™, 

BUlUw,  D<'U  N.,  n-iKlMUr. 

Blrogf,  Hn.  J.  C. 

•81«k.B«nl«,             B«u«, 

al.(l.r,il8r.  Edmund  F.      ■' 

Biudl.r,  Bd..nl  A.,  B»Um. 

BIU\ac,Hn.Ed.ruDdF.,    " 

Bofdcn,  Ui«  mtr,  Br««rte. 

8l«(«f,\Villli=.C.,JII.I*«K. 

Banati,  B<>.  Ch.,l„  11..  Jf^-v... 

Bou]],  Amu  T^  ff'ul  ^iiuhirT. 

a.n.M.,Mt..H,H.,F«l«™' 

Bnill,  Met.  PidaJit  Poiui,  MilOmTj. 

8..»T,  Mr..  Knoco.  A.,  tr>-- 

So»ll,SiaitioJA. 

f»L'ti,£hn,u.lW.,flM,».. 

8nul],  Mn.  ^unuiir,  A>i>l«it  ClUr«. 

Smilh,  Hn.  AUlj  F.,  Cim»rd. 

Snilh.  Henrr  F. 

Tifl,  Mm.  £]i>»l»>l.  a,  H'Ai(te»iU^ 

Bmilh,  AllwnW.,        B-mUm. 

TiA,  MiH  Enilf  A. 

lta>Uh,  Gw.1.  P. 

Bn.iU,M...Luc,J«.,      " 

Ti(..Nf..O.  K. 

BbiIUi,  JonilhiB,     " 

SiBitli,  WiTna  N.    " 

Bnitli,  Un.  Hitti*  J.,  Olncultr. 

Bnitk,  M.iH>.  U.,£.  D„  Jftitrk,  Jv.  J. 


Sddw,  Mil.  Haik,  CUtJtH 


•BoBllitau,  Ura.  Hii;  Francca,  " 
Bouihwonh,  Mm.  Cuotioa  .v.,  JMwaf . 
SpauldiKj,  Idti.  Chattaa  A.,  Omfnn. 
EpDDiwi,  W.  B.,  fiMtn. 
Sptlof,  Mil.  Ada U  0.,  /rAri.iucil'i. 
Blaej,  Albut,  C»»rd. 
BUnl*;,  EiiaV,,jUunctcjr<r. 
Blabbiaa,  Bti.  Milan  C,  Srringfili. 
Bunna,  Nonun  C,  JVkiseni. 

SluToiu,  BamlHl,  OI«(«l<r. 
•BtuMiid,  Lawia  T.,  £raiH»i. 
HUnCiAndisttL,,  D.  V,,Btm FrtiuaCfi,CtL 
BWoa,  Hn.  H*llld4  F.         " 


Tbkcbtr,  MtLSuuC.  « 

Tkicbir,  Wlllius  T.,  Hfti  P»rk. 
Ttiacb*[.BDiu  U.,  PtnUnt,  jVc 
•-rM.ichs..  Moi,  Udh.w,  Jtldartm'. 
Thijcr,  Amaji.  AniiUHa. 
Th*;«r,  £.  F.  E.        " 


TbajiH,  ll.'bi^ri  11..  }ftr  Turk  City. 
Tliaiar,  iHurih  IL.ArBiiiFriE. 
Ttai>B|»D,  Ura.  A'Mia  F     tTor.jk.K 
TbunpHn,  Mn.  Bmllr  B.,  Crmiart. 
ThoiDpHS,  Exnu  A.,    Wu*  ^mttttrf. 


Tbompioo,  G«it>  [L,  AlWft  Ariilftsaur. 
Tbomptoii,  Siaphan,  tViiakaur. 
TkBTitm,  K(i.  HiDluid  B.,  Sia^rri,  Cl 
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Tobey,  Mim  Jennie  E.,  Wkitmaoille. 

Tolmu,  B«v.  Richird,  Tewk^ury. 

Tolman,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Wilmingtcn, 

Torrey,  Mitt  Elisabeth  L.,  South  Weywuutk 

Torrey,  Jamei,  JVoreJk  IVeymoutlL 

Torrey,  Willard,  Oroton. 

Towne,  William  B.,  Brookline. 

Traak,  Charlei  II.,  Jr.,  JUaiukuter. 

Trask,  Mrs.  A.  H.  *' 

Tra«k,  Lizzie  R,  OUmcester. 

Traak,  Samuel,  Peabody. 

Tratk,  Samuel  P.,  Danvers. 

Tribou,  Samuel,  ^Turth  Bridgevater, 

Trowbridge,  &ln.  Aia,  Brighton, 

Trufant,  Harriet  Andrewi,  Ahington, 

Trufant,  Philip  P. 

Trafant,  Walter  Ezra, 

*Tucker,  Rev.  Elijah  VV.,  Lebanon^  Ot. 

Tucker,  Mri.  Hannah  W.,  Dorchester. 

*Tucker,  Jeaie,  Milton. 

Tucker,  Mra.  Mary  R.,  BogUm. 

•Tucker,  Nathan,  Milton. 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Nathan,   " 

Tucker,  John  A.,  Dorchetter. 

Tucker,  William,  " 

Tucker,  William  W.,  Boston. 

Tuf\a,  Charles,  Andovsr, 

Turner,  Miss  Alice  Montfomery,  Randolph. 

Tuttle,  Miss  Martha  E.,  Concord. 

Tuttle,  Miss  Sarah,  Wayland. 

Tuttle,  Thomas  S.,  UuXcton. 

Twichell,  John  M.,  PiUhburg, 

Tyler,  Frank  H.,  Bradford. 

Tyler,  Jerome  W.,  Boston. 

•Underbill,  Rev.  John  W.,  JV.  Amherst. 

Upton,  Mrs.  Lucy,  Peabody. 

Upton,  Moaea  T.,  Salem. 

Vose,  William  U.,  FiUhburg. 

Wadswoith,  Mrs.  Lucy,  Milton. 

Wads  worth,  William,  Boston. 

Wakefield,  Miss  C,  Roading. 

Waldron,  Rev.  Daniel  W.,  East  fTeymouth. 

Wales,  Erastus,  East  Randolph, 

Wales.  Miss  Mary  Ann,  Boston. 

Walker,  Ellen  A.,  East  Abington. 

Walker,  Miss  Frances  A.,  HaverhilL 

Walker,  Rev.  Geo.  F.,  Little  Comften^  R.  I, 

Walker,  John  8.,  East  Medway. 

Walker,  Mrs.  John  8.    " 

Walker,  Lovi,  Bridgewater. 

Walker,  Moses,  HemerhiU. 

Walker,  Nathaniel,  " 

Walker,  Robert  O.,  Boston. 

Walker,  William  M.,  East  Abington, 

•Wall^y,  Samuel  H.,  Boston. 

Walley,  Samuel  H.       ** 

Ward,  Artemas,  " 

Ward,  Samuel, 


(C 
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Ward,  Miss  H.  L.  H.,  LakevUle. 
Ward,  Rev.  James  VV.        " 
Ward,  Mrs.  Caroline  L.      " 
Ward,  Miss  Susan  U.         " 
Ward,  Salem  T.,  fVinchester. 
Warner,  John,  AVieton. 
Warner,  William,  South  DeerJUU. 
Warren,  George  W.,  Boston. 
•Warren,  Mrs.  Diantha  A.,  l^ynn. 
•Warren,  Mrs.  Maria,  Or^^flen. 
•Warren,  Nehemiah,  Stow. 
Warren,  Francis  W.    " 
Warren,  Jonas, 
•Warren,  Lucindai 
•Warren,  William  A.,  mnehester. 
Washburn,  William  B.,  OreenJLeld. 
Washburn,  Mrs.  William  B.    " 
Watkina,  Miss  Abby  A.,  Oloueeeter. 
Weeks,  Mrs.  L.  Caroline,  Mnih  Dana, 
Welch,  John,  Boeton. 
Weld,  James,       " 
Wells,  Mrs.  Martha  D.,  MnrtkboroK 
Wellman,  Joshua  W.,  D.  D.,  ^Tevton* 
Wendell,  Mrs.  Catharine,  Boston, 
Wentworth,  Albert,  HaverhiU, 
Wentworth,  Lewis,  Bridgewater. 
West,  Peleg  D.,  WhitintviUe. 
Wheeler,  Abijnh  R.,  East  Medway. 
Whitcomb,  Lewis,  East  Randolph. 
•Whitcomb,  Reuben,        Harvard. 
•Whitcomb,  Reuben,  Jr.         ** 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Abby  F.       " 
•Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Louisa  D.  " 
Whitcomb,  Miss  Mary  M.      *< 
White,  Aaron  L.,  Medway. 
White,  Cornelius,  South  Randolph. 
•White,  James,  Boston, 
White,  Joel,  Uxbridge. 
White,  Josiah,  Petersham. 
VVhito,  Mrs.  Mary  C,  PhUlipston. 
White,  Newton,  East  Randolph 
White,  Phineas  A.,  H'hitinsviUe. 
White,  Thomua,  East  Randolph. 
Whitin,  Arthur  P.,  H'hUineviUe. 
WhiUn,  Charles  P.  " 

Whitin,  Charles  £.  " 

Whitin,  Mrs.  Catharine  H.  " 
Whitin,  Fidward,  •« 

Whitin,  James  F.  *< 

VVhitin,  Mrs.  Patience  H.   *< 
Whitin,  Paul,  «« 

Whitin,  .Mrs.  Sarah  J.        *< 
Whitm,  Mrs.  Sarah  R.        " 
Whiting,  Lemuel,  Groton. 
Whitman,  Charles,  Lowell. 
Whitmarsh,  Mary,  South  Abington. 
Whitmoro,  Annte  Maria,  Lynn. 
Whitney,  Charlea  H.,  Camkridg9porL 
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Whitney,  Dora  S.,  SnUk  QroUm, 
Whitney,  Frederiek,  WgtlmuuUr. 
Whitney,  Helen  J^  Stow, 
Whitney,  Iraae  S.,  OUmctttir, 
Whitney,  Iirnol,  Boston, 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Permelia  V.,  Pettrskam, 
Whitney,  Richard  D.,  Sfringfitld. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Sautnna,  RiUloMi. 
*Wi{gleiworth,  Thomas,  B9tt»n, 
Wilbur,  Joaeph,  T^nnlan, 
Wild,  Daniel,  Bottom, 
Wilder,  Hattie  W.,  South  Acton. 
Willcox,  Rev.  William  H.,  Reoding. 
'Williamt,  Mist  Amelia  P.,  StmderUmd. 
Williams,  Rot.  C.  H.  S.,  Concord. 
Williams,  Mrs.  C.  H.  S.       " 
WiUiams,  Rev.  Edward  F.,  WkitinnUU. 
Williams,  Miss  Elisabeth  C,  GroUm, 
Williams,  Miss  Mary  D.,  GrtenfUld. 
Williams,  S.  H.,  Fozboro*, 
Williams,  Thomas  S.,  AubumdtUe. 
Wilson,  Rev.  Thomas,  StougJUon. 
Wing,  John  C,  LoweU, 
Wines,  Rev.  C  Manrice,  Brookline , 
Winslow,  Pelham,  East  Jtbington, 
Winter,  David  Baker,  JVortkbridge. 


Winthrop,  Robert  C,  BoaUm. 
^Winthrop,  Thomas  L.    « 
Withinfton,  Otis,  BrookHn^. 
Wolcott,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  Pembodf. 
Wokott,  William,  " 

Woodbnry,  Simon  J.,  SuUou. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Abijah,  WtHboro\ 
Wood,  Cyrus  K.,  Gardnor, 
Wood,  Elisabeth  C,  Foxhcrc^. 
Wood,  Joseph  W.,  WkiHnsviUs, 
Wood,  Mrs.  E.  S.  •< 

Wood,  Mrs.  Samuel  F.,  Chslmsfltrd. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Susan,  Orvlon. 
Wood,  Theodore  8.,  ITesfrnvuesr. 
Woods,  Miss  Abbie  Wheeler,  MaUeu 
Woods,  Frank  Austin,  ^Pno  Brminirte. 
Woods,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Bo&tmu 
Woods,  Samuel  H.  «< 

Woodward,  Ebeneser,  Klnotmu 
Woodward,  Miss  Emily,  JiTewUm  U,  Falls. 
Worcester,  Miss  Sollie,  Brighton, 
*Worthington,  William,  JSMton. 
Wrif  ht,  George  L.,  Mitteneagme. 
WymaUf  Charles,  LanesMsr, 
Wyman,  Rufus,  Boston, 
Wyman,  William  G.,  FiUkkurg, 


FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath,  to  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society,  incorporated  in  the  year  Eighteen  hundred  and  ten,  the 
sum  of  to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  uses 

and  purposes  of  the  Society. 


Letters  relating  to  Agencies,  or  to  the  general  interests 
and  policy  of  the  Society,  should  be  directed  to  Rev.  Daniel 
Butler,  Recording  Secretary,  15  Comhill,  Boston. 


Remittances  for  Books,  donations  from  churches  and 
individuals,  and  orders  for  Books,  should  be  addressed  to  S.  T. 
Fabwsll,  Agent,  15  Comhill,  Boston. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Seeeipti  from  April  1, 1868,  to  April  1,  1869. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable,  Centrerille,  South  Congregational  Society,  (1  l.  m.)  $  20  67 
Chatham,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Dennis,  West,  Birs.  Anna  Collins, 

*(       South,  Miss  Susan  H.  Nickerson, 
Falmouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Wood's  Hole,  Mr.  Braddock  Gifford,     . 


7 

00 

6 

00 

1 

00 

16 

00 

2 

00 

f  51  67 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Mansfield,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (a.  b.  s.) 

**  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 

Norton,  Trinitarian  Cong.  Ch.  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.) 


f  3  61 
11  00 
39  50 

f  54  11 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesbury,  Miss  Augusta  Dearborn,  deceased,       .  .      f  50  00 

**         and  Salisbury,  Union  Eyangelical  Church  and  Society,    27  30 

AndoTer,  South  Church, 62  85 

**        West  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)        .        .        .  23  53 

••        Prof.  J.  H.  Thayer, 50  00 

«(        North,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,      .        .        .  2  10 

Bererly,  Rct.  £.  W.  Harrington,  (1  l.  m.)     .                .        .  20  00 
Bradford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (5  l.  m.)         .        105  82 

Danrers,  Maple  Street  Church, 20  00 

Georgetown,  Orthodox  Memorial  Ch.  and  Soc.  (1  l.  m.,  ▲.  b.  s.)  31  10 

«<             Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)    .  24  29 

Harerhill,  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   .        .  60  37 

«         West  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .  15  00 

Ipswich,  Linebrook,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  4  50 


(I 


«« 


(( 


«« 


l( 


l( 


it 
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Ipswich,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**        South  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  m.) 

Lawrence,  Lawrence  Street  Church  and  Society,    . 
Eliot  Street  Church,      .... 
Central  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Thomas  P.  Carleton,  (1  l.  m.,  ▲.  b.  b.) 

llynn,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Manchester,  Church  and  Society  of  Rev.  F.  V.  Tenney, 

Marblchead,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  h.,  ▲. 

Methuen,  A  Friend, 

Newbury,  Byfield  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Newburyport,  First  Presbyterian  Church, 

Fourth  Congregational  Church, 
Belleville  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
North  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sarah  £.  Bassett,  (1  l.  m.) 

Feabody,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  (bal.  4  l.  m.)  $70.43 ;  Do.  $38.37 

Kowley,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Salem,  South  Church, 

Topsfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


(1  L.  X.) 
B.  8.) 


f  25  90 
20  00 

94  80 
10  75 

1  08 

30  00 
36  60 

27  88 
32  50 
10  00 
10  00 

28  13 
27  00 
55  32 

31  62 
20  00 

108  80 
34  36 

95  18 
38  27 


$  1,312  55 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  William  Elliot,  Greenfieldf  2V. 

Bcmardston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Buckland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Coleraine,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Conway,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Gill,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Hawley,  Estate  of  Mr.  Simeon  Crittenden,  deceased,  $100 

less  $6,  Gov't  Tax,        .... 
Montague,  Congregational- Church  and  Society, 
Northfield,  Trinitarian  Church  and  Society,   . 
Orange,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Shelbume,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Shelbumc  Falls,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
South  Decrfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Sunderland,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 
Warwick,  Trinitarian  Church  and  Society,     . 
Whately,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Deduct  for  printing  County  Report, 


$1 

00 

20 

60 

6 

00 

61 

10 

11 

65 

94 

00 

29 

00 

5 

44 

15 

70 

36 

00 

12 

23 

27 

62 

64 

55 

8 

00 

12 

52 

405  41 
7  00 


$  398  41 
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HAMPDEN  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  RoDEBiCK  BuBT,  Springfield^  TV. 

Monson,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Palmer,  Second  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Donations 


For  Bibles, 


$  940  94 


$48  65 

30  75 

230  00 

$  309  40 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 
Hadley,  North,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 


$23  00 


«( 


(« 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 
Brighton,  Evangelical  Church  and  Society,  . 
Cambridge,  Shepard  Congregational  Society, 

Harvard  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
East,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

Charlcstown,  Winthrop  Church, 

Concord,  Union  Bible  Society,  (3  l.  m.) 
Dunstable,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Groton,  Union  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Groton  Junction,  Mrs.  John  F.  Kobbins, 
HoUiston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Hopkinton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Littleton,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lowell,  John  Street  Church  and  Society, 
(*      Appleton  Street  Church  and  Society, 
«<      Miss  Emily  Rogers,  (▲.  b.  s.)     . 
(*      Mrs.  D.  G.  Godden,  (2  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.) 
Medford,  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Natick,  South,  John  Eliot  Church  Sabbath  school, 
Newton,  Centre,  Mrs.  Mary  Ward,  (1  l.  m.  in  part,) 

West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.) 

A  Friend,  $30  ;  Do.  $2, 

NewtonvUle  Central  Church,  $97.69 ;  B.  F.  Whit- 

temorc,  $3.95 

Pcpperell,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Tewksbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Townsend,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Waltham,  Trinitarian  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

»«         Iklr.  S.  D.  Warren 

Wcstford,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Weston,  Mrs.  M.  A.  H.  Bigelow,  (2  l.  m.)    . 


<« 


«t 


«i 


$2 

00 

41 

35 

133 

90 

20 

00 

11 

00 

40  00 

135 

59 

2 

76 

41 

00 

1 

00 

27 

00 

22 

50 

14  75 

44 

00 

41 

30 

5 

00 

60  00 

94 

98 

5 

00 

10 

00 

47 

69 

32 

00 

101 

64 

9 

00 

13 

00 

5  43 

39  32 

200  00 

8 

17 

50 

00 

$  1,258  78 
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NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Braintree,  First  Church,  $10;  Rer.  Dr.  Storrs,  f  60,  (3  l.  m.)      $  70  00 

<•         Miss  Rachel  Faxon, 6  00 

Brookline,  Harvard  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)          .         .  135  15 

«          Mr.  William  B.  Towne,        .        .        .        .         .  20  00 

Canton,  Edward  Baxter  Dickinson, 64 

Dorchester,  Second  Church, 379  39 

"          Village  Church 38  72 

Foxboro',  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.,  ▲•  b.  s.)     61  76 

Franklin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.)         .  39  32 

Medway,  First  Church,  for  Bibles  $11,  donation,  .        .        .  41  69 

•<        Village  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  .         .  48  00 

**        West,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     .        .  23  26 

Randolph,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     •        .  81  30 

«<          Winthrop  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)        .        .  40  84 

Stoughton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  i..  m.)       .  23  00 

Walpole,  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  and  Society,        .  18  44 

Weymouth,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  x.)  24  00 

Wrentham,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    .        .  33  75 


«( 


«« 


«« 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Fourth  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Mr,  William  Pratt,  (5  l.  m.)  . 

A  Friend, 

Bridgewater,  Central  Square  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  x.) 
Campello,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.) 
Hingham,  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Lakeville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 
Middleboro',  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

**  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l 

North  Bridgewater,  Porter  Evangelical  Ch,  and  Soc.  (1  l.  k,) 
Plymouth,  Mrs.  Jane  Gordon,  (1  l.  m.) 

South,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  . 


*t 


$1,084 

26 

$58 

00 

4 

40 

100  00 

10 

00 

42 

00 

41 

85 

8 

50 

20  00 

44  29 

.X.)  21 

60 

1     30  00 

20 

00 

8 

30 

$  408  94 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston,  Society  of  Rev>  Dr.  Adams,  Essex  Street,          •        .  $  137  57 

Rev.  Mr.  Murray,  Park  Street,  (7  l.  x.)  .  154  43 

Rev.  Dr.  Alden,  South  Boston,        .         .  45  45 
Rev.  Messrs.  Blagden  «nd  Manning,  Old 

South, 110  50 

Highlands,  Mrs.  Bradford, 2  00 


•« 


i< 


41 


<t 


tl 


l( 


«< 


57 


«« 


*( 


t« 


t« 


It 


«t 


Boston,  Highlands,  Eliot  Church, 

*<  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchi 

Society  of  Rct.  Dr.  Webb,  (1  l.  d.,  a.  b.  b.) 
Shawmut  Avenue  Baptist  Church,    .         .        • 
Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  .        • 

A  Friend,  $5  ;  Do.  60c., 

Annual  Subscription  o^  Members  of  the  Society, 
Chelsea,  Broadway  Church  and  Society, 

♦*        Rev.  E.  P.  Thwing 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Athol,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 

Berlin,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (2  l.  m.)     . 

Fitch  burg,  Calvinistic  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,  (3  l.  m.,  a.  b.  s.) 

Gardner,  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (7  l.  m.) 

Harvard,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (1  l.  m.) 

Holden,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 

Leominster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 

**  Evangelical  Sabbath  school, 

••  North,  Friends, 

Millbury,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (I  l.  m.) 
Northboro',  Congregational  Chutch  and  Society,    . 
Phillipston,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,    . 
Shrewsbury,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,  $30 ;  John  B.  Gough,  $100, 
Southboro',  Pilgrim  Church  and  Society,        • 
Templeton,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,     . 
Westboro',  Evangelical  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  (4  l.  m.) 
West  Boylston,  First  Cong.  Church  and  Society,  A  Member, 
West  Brookfield,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,   . 
Westminster,  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Whitinsville,  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  (25  l.  m.) 
Winchendon,  North  Congregational  Church  and  Society, 
Worcester,  Central  Church, 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 

Hartford,  Ct.,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Bemis,  (I  l.  m.) 
*•  •♦     W.  L.  Bemis,  .... 

Lewiston  Falls,  Me.,  Richard  C.  Stanley, 
New  England  Methodist  Episcopal  C'onference, 
Walpole,  N.  IL,  Mr.  Simeon  N.  Perry, 
Collections  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Osgood,  Agent, 
Collections  by  Mr.  0.  B.  Bean,  Agent,  . 
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COLLECTIONS 

Bjf  the  Rev,  £.  F.  Slaftbb,  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 

Emmanuel  Church,  Boston,- $  841  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Boston, 747  00 

Trinity  Church,  Boston, 729  00 

Orace  Church,  Salem ...  25  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Newburyport, 31  60 

Orace  Church,  Lawrence, 20  00 

St.  Michael's  Church,  Marblehead, 46  60 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Cambridgeport, 20  73 

Christ  Church,  Fitchburg, 20  00 

Christ  Church,  Springfield 31  62 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Uanover, 84  71 

Anonymous,  . 10  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Dedham, 7o  50 

St.  Luke's  Church,  Chelsea, 9  40 

Orace  Church,  Newton  Corner, 20  81 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Newton  Lower  Falls,       ....  43  42 

St.  James'  Church,  Rozbury, 69  63 

Church  of  Our  Sa-viour,  Longwood 75  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Maiden  ;  a  member, 2  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain, 150  00 

$  3,052  92 

LEGACIES. 

Becket,  Mrs.  Eunice  Brown, ft  15  00 

Reading,  Mr.  Samuel  Gould,  $250,  less  f  15,  GoT't  Tax,        .  235  00 

WhitinsvUle,  Mr.  E.  W.  Fletcher, 200  00 

$  450  00 

Dividends  and  Interest, $1,17100 

Returned  for  Books  donated, 6  30 

Sales, 18,712  86 


3  2044  020  710  745 


